10.
11.

12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

i7.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

Questionnaire for Candidates for the Novitiate

é’ Date 7 19, 27
Full Name M &//rz %‘147
I‘umly Name t Nsme Middle Name
Pl Adires %MZQM B
Po¥toffice and State
206 % (%
- — Street or Rural Route
Name of Father...ee...._. - 2 7 Living or dead? 9{
Name of Mother SN, (- Living or dead? . X

Date of birth

Is your father a Catholic?....%:(d ........... Is your mother a Cstholicﬂ..7‘¢% .........
; JM 2/, /92 k& Place of birth 2eedlezes ]/9

‘Where was your father’s dommLe or quasi-domicile? %4/“0&17 2 y
._Mc& e2 3 {7/26 b) Parish: ’

Baptism— a) Time:

) Cltymm/qmtd./ d) State: J /‘M C_ e) Diocese: é_é‘?w._ PR

(If the place was a mission gt the time of your baptism, state from where it w3 then attended)
Confirmation— a) Time: %

c) City:

AV

733 by Perish: S treetets
.. d) State: ?7 ¢) Minister’s ﬂ fa&é,&

Student at St. John’s: From. JM /¢‘I({)

%j;me o;Ze colleges and seminaries in which you pursu%uztydxeq and the date of your so]oum at fach

u&%ﬁ.z /{ oAl s

3

Mention the dloces% in which you have spent more than six months {one year) after the complenon Of‘ﬁ fog{enth yj

give for each the name of the city, state, parish, and date of sojourn:.

Note: Tf you have been at more places than three, for which space is provided here, please give the information on the back of this. %0

If you have been a postulant, noviee, or professed religious elsewhere, state where, in what capacity, and how long: /£

Have you the required age for the novitiate (15 years completed)? ...
Is this choice of religious state your free and deliberate act?

Did you ever fall away from the Church and join some sect? - If so,

a) What sect? —— b) Date of Apostasy N
¢) Time of membership in sect: ... =0 d) Date of Conversion —
‘Were you ever married? = Is wife still living? /jé;i

Did you ever commit a grievous crime which is or may 2id to your charge? ’

Have you a debt which you can not pay? % :

Have you any accountability or business entanglements that may cause annoyances? / 9

Are your parents or grandparen m need of your support? % ézﬁ d <Y, éM 4\ 3
‘Were you ever epileptic? w Insane?

Are any members of your family afflicted with epilepsy or insanity?
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Family Name.. 2CKTOER

Baptismal Name Villiem

Entered as Postulant

Entered the Novitiate .._S ULy 10, 1945

Name in Religion . foichard

Date of Departure

Reason for Departure.
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Certificate of Waptism
This is to Certify, ma M&W Lotlrnny Cclboro?h,

Boptsées | 0

hovn on tie _/.
was Baptized o the i)

— . anb_

in

sponsurs{

as appears from the Baptismal Register of this Church.
) e / 7 ”
sesmn sornrmcn o we Fssued vy Faer Sper, Aot d L EBute et o5 K6
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Litterae Testimoniales

Praesentes Inspecturis Salutem in Domino!
Cum ex praemissa diligenti investigatione Nobis constiterit Dilectum Nobis in Christo

Gulielmum A, Eckroth ex legitimis natalibus in paroecia S.

Josephi ’ _in loco. Yendan, North Dakote ortum, pie

educatum atque in religione christiana bene instructum, moribus bonis ingenioque praestanti ornatum, honesta
vita ac fama conditioneque integra commendatum, neque inquisitum aut aliqua censura, irregularitate aliove
canonjco impedimento, quod sciamus, irretitum esse, neque opitulandi parentibus necessitudine gravatum

existere: Nos per praesentes litteras indubiam fidem facimus et testamur nihil, quantum cognoscere potuimus,

Gulielmum A, Eckroth
S ut ad

ex hace parte obstare quominus praefatum D
statum religiosum adﬁttatm commendemus.

In quorum fidem has Testimoniales litteras manu Nostra subscriptas sigilloque Nostro et Secretarii Nostri
subsecriptione munitas expidiri jussimus.

Datum..._......Bismarck, N. D. ex aedibus Nostris Episcopalibus.

Die_.4a,.mense Juanii ... 5 AL D.1945. .

e /’
77’/ V//ﬂﬁ //(‘ o

Qéwaé«««/o; éfﬁi’f‘;/

Secretarius.
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Looking to the Past and the Future

Looking back over this past year, I see a very different year
than T had been accustomed to living before my entrance into the
novitiate, Before, I had been full of big ideas, lots of activity,
had been always doing something - in short, I was a typical student
of the world. Yes, I felt I had a vocation to the religious life
and T tried to be regular in my religious duties, but I thought then
that the novitiate was the place to become holy and that therefore
there was nc need to start early, Now I feel ashamed of the atti-
tude I then held, for I see that it is never too early to start pre-
paring for such a noble calling as the religious-priesthood. And of
course with such lax preparatibn, it was but a natural conseguence
that doubts would fill my mind at times regarding my vocation. They
came plentifully and forcéfully, sometimes almost overwhelmingly,
when the novelty of the novitiate changed into rbutine. But nhow that
the end is approaching, after having tried to be obedient and there-
fore make a serious novitiate, I feel rather convinced that this is
my calling, and I hope with God's assistance to persevere in it.

Yes, this was a very different year for me, not oniy materially -
rising earlier, spending more time at prayer, beinglunder closer su-
pervision, but also spiritually - becoming more spiritual-minded. T
probably have not done as well as it would have been posaible, as
well as some of the other novices have done, but I have tried to be
obedient, to keep occupied, and to advance in perfection. I realize
T am far from St. Benedict's conception of monastiec perfection; never-

theless, T believe I am closer to the coveted goal than I was a year

ago.
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T have learned not to be too presumptuous of my own strength and
capabilities. I thought last August that I was becoming a failr swim-
mer, but my ﬁind was suddenly changed when T had to be pulled out of
the water. I naively tried to maintain the.Ist tenor section of our
charus in the novitiate programs until I made several blunders. I
thought I was a rather up-and-up card player until some one forcefully
reminded me that talking across theltable is just as bad when it is
done jokingly as when it is done openly. I discovered that it is not
always the pergon or persons who make the most points in a volleyball
game who really win the victory. I have learned that I cannot carry
on a conversation as well as many people can and that I am a poor de-
fender of a point under discussion. I have come to the cohclusion

that more is required of each individual in the religious life than

>

I had at first imagined.

I enjoyed pefforming all the manual labor whiech fell to our lot
during the year, '

But as to the futuré, when I will be a cleric, and still later,
with God's grace, a priest, I do not know what to:say. I would like
to continue to do some éutdoor labor, as a cleric, at least periodi-
cally if not regularly, if I could. When a priest - St. Jonn's has
a very large field of activity, but where I would fit in best T leave
to the discretion of my.superiors. Before entering upon my year of
novitiate, I felt no inclination to the pedagogical field, but in the
course of the year, I have discovered that a person can do a great
deal of good for souls in this field. But this does not mean I con-
sider myself qualified to be & teacher. I am not very convincipg &s

an instructor, at least so I felt in our psalm-study classes, but I
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would perhaps improve. One of the advantages of being an instructor
here at St. John's is that a monk resides at the Abﬁey and therefore
l1ives the gqmmunity life fully.  There does not seem to be any parti-
cular field in instruction that appeals to me most, but I do not think
I would'make a plausible English teacher, bscause my own English is
so poor, and I am not very imaginative when it comes to writing essays.
T did not like chemistry very much, but I did enjoy my history and
mathematics classes. German? - I do not know qven enough to -converse
meagerly. Latin or Greek? - I do not know them well enough or possess
enough facility in the application of them, though I did enjoy search-
ing through Latin writings for material for the two articles I prepared
for the Musiva.

Concerning missionary life -’before my novitiate I could ne&er
have pictured myself as a missionary, but\I see now that a missionary:
has a great oppoftunity to gain eternal merit. I do not know whether
I would have the patience and endurance necessary for this field.

One thing that would appeal to me in being placed in a parish is
that I could give more vent to my activism, What I mean is that I
could work more with'my hands - repairing and improving the buildings
and property. There are also many drawbacks - living outside the
monastery, temporal and secular preoccupations, irregularity of time
schedule, and the fact that T am not a good speaker. I like to do
manusal labor, even if it is only cutting weeds or cleaning sprouts
off potatoes. But I do not enjoy writing papers or speaking in
public, |

In summary, I am willing to undertake anything thet my superiors

impose, and I have no intention to suggest any special field of labor,
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because f believe my superiors can judge better by their own exper~
ience, where I could best save souls and at the same time insure my
own salvation. I think my health is good enough for whatever be
commanded me; I like community life and manual labor, and the Divine

office in choir.

Frater Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.

P Rk sl Eckrstd, 0.1,
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY

I was born on June 21, 1926, at Mandan, North Dakota, the tenth

child in a family of fourteen. My brothers and sisters were :

- Of these,
who were all elder than I, died in infancy.

My father was born in 1889 somewhere in southern Russia fhe last
of five children of German emigrants. The family srrived in America
on November 11, 1891, and went directly to Mandan. My dad was educated
in the Mandan public schools until at the sge of fourteen he began to
work for the Northern Pacific Rallroad.

My mother was born in 1890 at Mandan.the fifth
child in a family of seven. >Shortly after hervbirth, the famiij moved
to Dubugue, Iowa. Her father was killed in a farm accident, and her
mother drowned a short time later while trying to save my mother's
brother whe had fallen lnto the Mississippi River, and who also
drowned. Ny mother was cared for by the Franciscan Sisters for several
years and then sent to a private home. When she was about fifteen, she
came bzck to Mandan with her older sister

I don't remember much of my youth, but whenh I was five, my mother
took me with her to visit © in Aberdeen, South Dakota. I was
too small to apprecimte the trip or even to recall what teok place.

One summer day the same summer, I climbed te the top of the kitchen

cupboard when my mother wasn't loocking and fell about elght feet to the

floor with no apparent injury.
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I slept with my two older brothers on a couch in the 1living room
untll we built two additional rooms upstairs when I was six. We then
hed plenty of room, and even extra room when my two brothers married,
and Joined the Benedictine Sisters &t St Joseph,  Minnesota,

I entered St. Joseph's School at six. My first grade was memorable
for the F's I recelved in spite of the fact that I cheated in most of
the tests - especially in spelling class: I spent my only day in s
hospltal this year when I had my tonsils removed.. I became sick the
Sunday scheduled for my first Communion, so I walted a wéek and made
mine privately. I was also confirmed the same year by Bishop Wehrle,
gince it was'his custom to confirm young. I believe 1t was at this
time that I first conceived the ldea of becoming a priest. I probably
formed 1t as most youngsters get notions of the like, but I kept my
bdesire,qthougﬁ I don't know what caused me to form it. .

During my second year of school I began to improve and took ﬁore
interest in my studles.

When I was about seven and my oldest brother was still courting
his bride-to~be, I couldn't understsnd why he would always tske her
riding 1n the evening, but never my mother. I didn't think it right,
so ene afternoon I determined to remedy affairs by purchasing a huge
lock and key, which I attached to the garage door, I didn't stay for
the fireworks, but fled to my saunt's house when he tried to geb the
car out. <He finally menaged to smash the lock when he couldn't find
either me or the key. I kept out of his sight for several days, and
1t passed over without serious consequence.

I think 1t was this same summer that I had the fight in which I

recelved the small scar on iiy forehead when one of my pals threw his
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toy water gun at me. But it was only one of our usual guarrels, and
we soon were once more the best of friends.

We had a small shed in the yard in which my dad hed raised dogs
in former years. But since we no longer had any dogs, we kids converted
it into a clud house; One Sunday morning as my cousin and I were coming
from our basement with our pockets full of grapes, we found smoke billow-
ing from our club house. We csused a lot of excitement by railsing the
cry of "fire", and after 1t had been extinguished by the garden hose,
1t was learned that .. and our nelghbor ' had caused the
fire when they tried to light a prémature Halloween pumpkin with straw.
We recelved quite a scolding from my dad, but the hardest part to take
was the fact that our club house was merely a hulk of charred embers.

, and his sister . nd I

then begaﬁ the construction of a series of‘shécké againét our garage
out 6f scrap lumber and fruit crates; The one we considered a master=-
plece was carried off by unknown pranksters on Halloween and deposited
on an empty rallroad flat car, despite the planks we had laid on the
roof to add more weight to it.

ﬁuring the winter a relative ( I think she was @ great-aunt )
came from Switzerland for an extended visit. She stgyed most of the
yesr, and I was especially delighted by the odd-tasting chocolates
she brought with her. She acguired a speaking knowledge of English,
so I no longer had to pester my mother with questions as te- what she
was saying in German.

In the fourth grade I was fitted for my first pair ef glasses
which I broke rather frequently., I also began to peddle the local

daily paper, but I never built up a thriviny business. The money
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I earned I kept in a pig bank which could be easlily opened (which was
its usual state.)

One day while Father Marcellus was giving us religious instructiona
I began to dmy~dream. Just then he asked me a very simple guestion to
which the rest of the class was eager to answer., I acknowledged that
I wasn't listening and he reprimanded me severely for i1t. But I was
in greater dread of the good Sister I had for a teacher when she would
see me after clags, But she rmust have filgured Father had given me
enough, because she never sald a word about it,

I began to serve rather young because I lived close to church and
could be reached easlly when a server was needed. We had a very good
instructor. She was rather strict, but we gained a sense of respect
and reverence due the services at the alter. And it was woe to thoese
who were absent without a flawless excuse. '

, and I were usually together in whatever happened ~ so 1t
was only natural that when one began to collect postage stamps the
other did likewise. But we soon found it better to combine our efforts,
with the result that we bullt up guite a collection. At lemst we con-
sidered it large, and we enjoyed the effort we put in it.

I liked very much %o pick wild fruit. In fact ene day I persuaded

and a pal of ours to walk about eight miles with me to pick some
wild plums, but when we arrived at our destination we found the trees
bare. We lost a friend that day. Bubt we were successful at other
times, and my favorite pie was the kind mom made out of June berrles.
They were well worth the effort connected wilth plcking each single

berry, for they did not grow in clusters.
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The first day of Christmas vacation during the fifth grade I went
to bed wlth scarlet fever. had already been in bed with it for
é week or so and we were'soon followed by my two younger brothers

e You can imagine what a Christmas we cslebrated
thadt year. I recall trying to sit up and act cheerful when the healthy
ones opened their gifts, but the effort was too great and I was forced
to return éo bed. However we all recovered with little or no lasting
results.

I invested five hard-earned dollars in an oid blcycle, but I became
thoroughly disgusted with 1t when both tires became flat. I could not
afford new tires, so I cut them open and inserted a rubber hose in each
one, This proved very uncomfortable, but it worked. I determined to
gét rid of it after I had panted and sweated the nine mlles td Fort
' Lincoln and backzwhilévmy,péls ere.comfortub1y on their bikes. A
would have felt ashamed to sell it (1t was so poor), so I gave it to a
cousin in the country. By working Saturdays in my cousin's grocery
stora, snd with the ald of & losn from my brother I managed to
buy a good bike for twenty dollars, and this I kept until I left for
St. John's,

During the summer I formed a close friendship with a classmate
from meross the tracks. He had an ideal shed in which to ralse pigeons,
so I wrote my cousin i, who had in the meantime moved to Billings,
Montana, to send me some Plgeons - since he had offered to give me as
meny as I wanted., Six arrived In a short time and before long these
had nmultiplied into about forty. Then the feed blll began to hurt our
pocketbooks, so we ate & number of them. After we released the flock

to forage for themselves, toe many threats came from his neighbors,
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with the result that we had tolmove our/flock to his grandmother's
farm near Huff, N. Dak. -~ sbout fifteen miles from town. That was the
last of our pigeon venture, for the coyotes killed off all our birds
except two which flew back to their o0ld roost 1n town.

That same summer the Heart River rose very high durlng the June
rainy season and his home was flooded. The water felt warm, so we
spent the afternoon wading areund his yard unmindful of the danger
about us. For when the water receeded after a few days, I chanced
to step near the wall of the house, only to feel my foot go through.

I jumped back and further investigation showed that there was just a
thin crust of dirt over an abyss of water which still filled their
basement. You see, the house had stood on the ground with only a
small furnace room cut out of the dirt which had been enlargéd by the
" flood waters and into. which I would have fallen. if I had gone through.
I surely walked more cautiously after that.

That aubtumn my dad taught me how to shoot a gun and took me along
on many of his hunting trips. But I was a poor shot and never killed
muich., The highlight of that season for me was the day I shot a prairie
chicken., I believe that is the only one I ever did shoot, for there
are not as many any more and the few remaining are rather wild. However,
I enjoyed roaming over the prairies carrying a shotgun like my dad and
older brothers. My joy was usually dampened somewhat by the fear of
rattlesnakes, but I never met any out hunting.

I don't recall any memorsble event durlng the sSeventh grade except
that 1t was the only year I completed without being absent a day from
school., I had the servers' instructor for teacher, so I often got out

of class to serve for funeral masses.
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During the summer vacation I helped in what way I could in the

construction of a six room additlon to our school. Then dad took

and me with him to Mauston, Wisconsin, to visit
It was our first real traln ride and we hardly slept for excltement.
During the half day we waited in St. Paul, Father Angelo showed us the
Cathedral, the capitol, St, Bernard's Church, where he was then assistant,
and other points of interest. He hms been & friend of our family ever
since he was assistant &t Mandan. We visited my sister a day and a
half, and returned home by the same roﬁte.

We had purchased a gas stove when I was only about six, S0 we no’
longer had need of our bilg brick chimney in the kitchen. We destructors
went to work when my dad gave hls consent. But he was rather surprised
to find the whole chimmey gone when he came home from work in the eve-
f'hing.li : | : . : _

' | I liked to be up high, and when we shingled our roof, you Should
have seen me run around. But I nearly sllipped off the roof one day,
so I guieted down considerably.,

M& joy was unbounded when my cousin _ whe llved next door to
us, ssid he was golng to teaf down the barn in his back yard and that
we could help him. It was a very dirty job, but the dirtier we became,
the more we liked 1t. But oﬁr interest waned considerably when the
time came to clean up the mess and to plan a new garage to take 1ts
place. He was then on hls own, for, though we wefe good destructors,
we certainly weren't constructors. '

One autumn day during my last year of grade school, my glasses
fell off while I was playing football. They became mutilated, of

course, so I decided not to wear them any longer.
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In the winter our special delight wams to cut figures out of wood
with a jig saw and paint them. Never = wéem-went by in which we didn't
pester the managers of the grocery stores for their fruit boxes. They
must have become- rather angry with us at tilmes, but we didn't mind, we
were having fun. -

The last year I was home I had te get up early every Saturday
morning to go with Father Othmar to the State Reformitory, where he
heard confessions and offered mass for the inmates., I was rather sur-
prised at the dlasrespect and passive attitude they expressed as a
whole.

A very memorable day in my life was one in January, 1940, when
I was hunting rabbits with my dad and brpthers.' As was our custom,
we didn't care too much for geme laws and shot pheasants any time of
~the yeaf.. Just as we begaﬁ to hunt, a hﬁgé cﬁck.pheasant»tébk ouﬁ.bf.
the brush near me. Of course I shot it. We hunted for some time and
brought a number of rabbilts back to the car. Because we were guite
far from home we thought it safer to conceal my pheasant, so we placed

it under the rear cushion.

Later in the afternoon we were just returning to the car in order
to leave for home when asnother car approached and the head of the
North Dakota Game Department stepped out. You can imagine my conster-
natlion as he asked to see our game. Well, he found the pheasant on-
my brother . the pheasant he had just shot a few minutes before
after missing easy shots all afternoon. The others were surprised,
for and I had been alone when he shot the pheasant, and none of
the others knew he had one on him. My heayt just about stopped when he

asked to search our car. I was amszed at the possible hiding places
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he uncovered for us, but it wasn't very humorous at the time. However,
he must have been satisfied with the fact that he found the one on my
brother, for he didn't search diligently enough to find mine - though
he did reach under the cushlon where 1t was hidden. I said hardly a
word all the way home, but I resolved never again to act in 1like manner.

Finally June arrived, and I graduated. A couple weeks after
graduation, six of us fellows each contributed about ten dollars and
spent a week in the Black Hills of South Dakota. We had a grand time
to say the least.- We must have driven about six hundred miles and saw
the Passion Play at Spearfist, South Dakota, Mount Rushmore, Devil's
Tower in Wyoming, Lead and Deadwood with their huge goldmine, Rapid
City and its School of Mines, Mount Harney, the highest point east of
the Rocky Mountains, the Bad Lands, and varlous caves,

Fatheerildebrand awranééd féfAﬁy eﬁtfy toASt; thn?é; The,year‘
before thils snother of my sisters had entered St. Benedict!s Convent,
and was 1n the novitlate when I entered St. John's. Boarding school
was a novelty to me, for I had always been accustomed to staying home
a great deal. Bubt I withstood the first weeks of homeslckness and
grew to like school better every day.

Thé first year passed by very rapldly fdr me - must have been
the regular schedule., I believe I was more homesick after that first
Christmas vacation than at any other time in my five years here.
But the semifinal exams soon took my mind off home. Everything at
St. John's, delighted me, but the 1mmense tracts of forest and lake
especially pleased me.

One winter day I was knocked senseless while tobaggoning. I was

in a daze most of the afterncon, but I eventually regained my senses.
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That certsinly was a strange sensation. I could see, walk, and talk

all right, but I couldn't, for the 1life of me, imagine where in the
world I was or who I was. I thought and thought, but I just couldn't
come to any conclusion as to what my name was. It dldn't occur to

me to ask one of my many companions who were standing sbout me and
staring at me at times.
I must have worked rather hard that year, because at the gradua-
tion ceremonies I was awarded the gold medal for the freshman class.
During the summer and I went up to Billings, Montana, to
spend & couple days visiting our cousins there. It was our first

and only trip to Montana, and we really enjoyed it. I alsoc spent a

week this summer shocking wheat. I seemed to hit the hottest weather

too, for the thermometer registered over a hundred one day. Just after

I left for 5chool,=(i'came back threevweéks_eafly ubon‘request)
and his family moved to Muskegon, Michigan, where hevhas lived ever
since. I enjoyed those three weeks back early more than any of my
school years, |

My sophomore year also went by very rapidly. But thils year I’
took more interest in sports - especially bagketball, In faqt I
even went to Minneapolis once with the team - theugh I couldn't rise
higher than the B-team. I don't recall anything outstanding that
happened during the year except that our family spread out some more
with the departure of my sister ’or Seattle, Washington., She
was soon followed by ' who is at present in Alaska.

During the next summer vacation I turned carpenter and painter,
I helped my uncle paint his house, then helped build a small homse,

and rebuilt our garage. I mgaln spent a week shockinhg wheat.
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As for my junior yesr, I again played basketball, but not mch
better than the year before. During the year I was very surprised
to recelve a scholarship through Fater Abbot from a kind lady in
St. Paul whom I later met upon two occasions. In the spring of the
year I was very amazed to read in verious newspapers that Mandan was
floodeds I didnft believe 1t untll I saw pictures to prove 1t, and
received word from homs that it was true, and that ocur house too was
flooded, I could hardly walt for Easter vacation to arrive to see
the results of the water. Fortunately our house wasn't damaged too
greatly though the water had filled the basement to the floorboards.
I agaln received the class medal thls year.

I held a regular job during the summer in a tailor shop - that
of dry-cleaning and pressing clothes. I% was rather hot work, but
I didn!t~mihdvif muéh, UIn~kugusf,‘when-the bﬁsiﬁeSs was siaék,'ﬁé--
took ﬁhe boilers apart, cleaned theﬁ, and sdmehow £inally put them
together again. Then I put a new roof on the cleaning building.
About thils time we began some repalr work at homa, so I guit my job.
First we had to recement part of a basement wall that the flood had
damaged and then we toere off our front porch and built a screened-in
one on the side of the house. A carpenter was hired, but we éroved
to be of great assistance. I had to leave for school before'}t was
completed.

My last year of high scheol was easier than the others, but I
didn't work as hard and my marks bore testimony to that fact. I
earned a letter on the football team, but didn't play basketball.

I became rather downcast when I learned I nust attend summer

school the next summer, but graduation went well. I was valedictorian.
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Then I became an electriclan during vacatlon and wire@ the light
fixtures in the porch. But I had only & week vacation beforg summer
scho6l, so I couldn't do much.

' My studies during the summer session were easy, so I took them
lightly - with dissstrous results. After summer school both
and went home for a visite. and her hus-
band also came from Washingbton on a surprise visit, and were we ever
glad to see them. None of us had ever met her husband because they
were marrled in North Carolina before he was released from the army.
I hauled wheat from a combine for my cousin for a few days. |

I was kept busy the next school year - chiefly in extra=-curricular
activities, but I managed to get my lessons in too. I didn't have the
seme enthuéiasm I possessed in high school; I lost 1t during the summer
seséionbpf”sphool. I.dqnatgd flve pints,of blood to the'RedFCrossf

vBut.dufing vacationAI enjoyéd working at home - put In various
electrical wiring and fixtures, painted the housé, cemented part of
the basement floor, did some carpentering and some plumblng.

It was rather diffieult to leave home this last time, knowing

I probably won't see it agaln for a long time, but I feel my vocation

.

is here.
Frater Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.

Friley Rickonll et 0,8
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LEGES
DE INSCRIPTIONE ET FREQUENTATIONE

1° Inscriptio regulariter fiet usque ad diem 15.
post initium anni scholastici.

2° Canditatus initio anni scholastici a singulis
professoribus attestationem inscriptionis petere

debet.

3° Similiter in fine anni scholastici antequam
examina fieri incipiunt a professoribus attestatio
frequentationis petenda est.
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PONTIFICIUM INSTITUTUM ACADEMICUM
SANCTI ANSELMI

Cognomen ... &’{ rotA

Nomen .2 Michard,

Natus die2.! mensis hanis anni.?%2.6
Civitas .. Aarnday %M

Regnum vel Respublica é’ .

Ex Monasterio vel-Dioceesi 2. Srannes 24;;;;—

Habitat Romae

Admittitur ad frequentandas Iécz‘io'nes Instituti

nostri.

Romae, die. %) ménsis,...z{ff:f ....... . anni.7T%6

Anno scholastico 76 -7 ’( .

Inscribitur in Pacultate M"’:@‘/x«,

v rd
Anno .4 ...
R'omge, die...:JYZ;)mensis ....... 1"' ....... anni..” v
%‘e i RECTOR S. ANSELMI.

Anno scholastico ’ ~¢¢,7 e4at
‘ A »
Inscribitur in Pacultate ,79’4 ""W"Z’%

RECTOR S. ANSELMI.
ZtrBrina [t gw%f

Anno s¢holastico 754 - 7 ’{,¢

Inscribitur in Facultate Wﬁ«
] — /

/

mensis @/ anni /f % f

RECTOR S, ANSELMLI.
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Anno scholastico

Inscribitur in Facultate

Romae, die....... mensis anni

RECTOR S. ANSELML

Anno scholastico

Anno scholastico

Inscribitur in Facultate

ANNG — e

Romae, die.-....... mensis

Inscribitur in Pacultate

ANno —_

Romae, die mensis anni

‘Ioscribitur in Facultate

RECTOR 8. ANSELMI,

Anno scholastico

[ascribitur in Faculiate

Romae, die mensis. anni

RECTOR S. ANSELMI.

Anno scholastico ...

anni

RECTOR S. ANSELMIL.

ANNO e

Romae, die......... mensis

RECTOR S. ANSELMI.

Anno scholastico

Inscribitur in Pacultate

Romae, die.... mensis

anni

RECTOR S. ANSELMI.
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ANNO SCHOL.:

CURSUS SPECIALES;

- EXAMEN
suait

EXAMINIS SUPERATI
ATTESTATIO

Anno scholastico

Exercilationes praticae

Notanda vel addenda:

Attestatio Professorum :

Addenda vel notanda

Rector S. ANSELMI

Rector S. ANSELM!
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ANNO SCHOLASTICO: (?ﬁiljgf

ATTESTATIONES:

DISCIFLINAE

EXAMINA SUBIIT INSCRIPTIONIS

7 -
1 Koy oa W

% .?{.»:':g“ R R

2 .
3 L ipn «.’,«1, <
4

< B vogra AR

5 ﬁ’«{%ﬂ, afpeces Lus

&vae&w

s &7 ka@ el
/ 7

~ T —-
7 v €2l Areleu B

) . P
8 koo, prelog JIT

? 494’ '*ﬂ'rz.

P ek CHBhdad......
0l Yel | (M. Mok




23 4so

82000 HLOYM

ANHO SCHOL.
i EXAMEN EXAMINIS SUPERATI .

' SuBnT
-CURSUS spzcmss‘%//;? ATTESTATIO
—

Notanda vel addenda:

R

|
i

2

Rector §. ANSELM!

Anno scholastico :’Zf(,7‘/7"’d’

Exercitationes praticae
. 7 . e .

Attestatio Professorum :

P. Bede Buvn 814

Addenda vel notanda

Rector S. ANSELMI

17
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© e————

ANNO SCOLASTICO. s /7ug ATTESTATIONES:
DISCIPLINAE EXAMINA SUBNT ~ INSCRIFTIONIS FREQUENTATIONIS sﬁ;‘ﬁ'ﬂ%‘é’&
10 .
11 '. ...........
12 S h
13 R
G acteprands dimflny, I

Rector SANCTI ANSELMI




oyMo3a dso

0£000 H1

ANNO SCHOL,:

CURSUS SPECIALES .

EXAMEN
SUBNT

EXAMINIS SUPERATI
ATTESTATIO

Notanda vel addenda :

Rector 5. ANSELMI A

Anno scholastico

Exercitationes praticae

Attestatio Professorum :

Addenda vel notanda

Rector S. ANSELMI
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ANNO scomsnco://nga/y;g*

ATTESTATIONES:

—_— ——

DISCIPLINAE EXAMINA suBiT - INSCRIPTIONIS

FREQUENTATIONIS

EXAMINUM
SUPERATORUM
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P e ATTESTATIO

" ANNO scHOLFZ . ' -
%/ examen | exavinus SUPERATI

Q&

Notanda vel addenda:

5 LICPHTIATILS i Philosophta, .

(@2l Z&A/E FooBATLS ]
Recacard

v ptame e ?%ajAWJ-
(X/f/_fefy ’

Rector 5. ANSELMI -

Anno 5cholastiCco i

Exercitationes praficae

Addenda vel notanda

J‘utam Chiek

Rector S. ANSELMI
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ANNQO SCHOLASTICO: + ATTESTATIONES:
DISCIPLINAE EXAMINA SUBIIT, Tmscmuoms FREQUENTATIONIS SUPERATORUM
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e
2 TN ——
. T I F—
5 R
6 ﬂ v - J—
7 N R
8 h -
4 | -
10
11 ]
12 -
N I e e —
14

Rector SANCTI ANSELMI
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| ANNO SCHOL.:

CURSUS SPECIALES:

EXAMEN
SUBIT

EXAMINIS SUPERAT{
ATTESTATIO

R

Notanda vel addenda:

Rector S. ANSELMI

Anno scholastico e

Exercitationes praticae

Attestatio Professorum :

Addenda vel notanda

Rector S. ANSELMI
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ANNO SCHOLASTICO:

-

—

ATTESTATIONES:

_ INSCRIPTIONIS,

V0N AN

DISCIPLINAE ’ EXAMINA SUBIHT

FREQUENTATIONIS

EXAMINUM
SUPERATORUM

r

-

Rector SANCT! ANSELMI
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ANNO SCHOL.:

CURSUS SPECIALES:

EXAMEN
SUBHT

EXAMINIS SUPERATI

ATTESTATIO

Notanda vel addenda:

Rector S. ANSELMI

Anno scholastico o

Exercitationes praticae

Addenda vel notanda

Rector S. ANSELMI
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ANNO SCOLASTICO:

ATTESTATIONES:

DISCIPLINAE

EXAMINA SUBHT

INSCRIPTIONIS

FREQUENTATIONIS

EXAMINUM
SUPERATORUM

N N O
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. Rector SANCTI ANSELMI
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ANNO SCHOL.: EXAMEN

SuUBIIT
CURSUS SPECIALES ¢

EXAMINIS SUPERATI
ATTESTATIO

Notanda vel addenda:

Rector S. ANSELMI

N

Anno s5cholastico e

Exercitationes praticae

Attestatio Professorum :

Addenda vel notanda

Rector S. ANSELMI
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ANNO SCHOLASTICO:

DISCIPLINAE

EXAMINA SUBNHT
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11

12
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ATTESTATIONES:

INSCRIPTIONIS

FREQUENTATIONIS

EXAMINUM
SUPERATORUM
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Rector SANCTI ANSELMI
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ANNC SCHOL.:

CURSUS SPECIALES ¢

EXAMEN
SUBIT

EXAMINIS SUPERATI
ATTESTATIO

Notanda vel addenda:

Rector S. ANSELMI

Anno scholastico

Exercitationes praticae

Attestatio Professorum :

Addenda vel notanda

Rector S. ANSELML
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ANNO SCOLASTICO:

A

ATTESTATIONES:

DISCIPLINAE

EXAMINA SUBIT

INSCRIPTIONIS

FREQUENTAT!IONIS

EXAMINUM
SUPERATORUM

N s WwN

Rector SANCTI ANSELMI
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ibbeye de :aredsous, rrovince de Wamur, Belgique
.ugust 88 4, 1948
Year 11,
<ell, here goes ioT znother session or this machine which hes the sirange .ey board;
co please forgive the meny wistakes whimh will Tesult. I suppase the best way to begin the
rarration oi my experiences nere &% the ., bbey of Laredso is vo write ¥irst of the gener-
al loceti n of The eobey und ~ive the sehbduge for an or01nar duy.

Belgium is e smsll country. I believe not more than 00 piles irom sest io ‘est and
perhaps not more than 150 m1Tes at the lownges® line 1rom morth to south. It is bounded by
wrance on the west and south, by Luxemhourg on the south eaqt by Cermeny on ths east,
and by the Hetherlands on the northeast. It has about 1% miles of coast on the Norih Sea.
'he Abbey of maredsous is in the south cen itral part of the country, ounly 15 air miles iror
the kTench city or ¢ivet. Jo you can re 1T is very close %o the scuthern horrer of Eel=-
Fium. This sonthe.n ssciion of fe7°]uW ig very hilly and guitc heaviliy wooded, for guch of
the land.is too rTocky ior farwing or cf pasture. Lhe &bhev reste on the vrow of a high
niil, overlooriw: the snmall Yalizmee Hiver. “his Tiver ¢ 12 iw ortar
wvense diver oipout rive miles egst of the atbe reat al,
grain, w.d otle chendise np ond dovm the feuse Hiver,

Trains stop the 2bbey t\uion & hald dovp Lelt roads sisc couned
tbey with the rest ol m, but no regnlar buses rrawe? this route. The view im
tar Fcu see icresis h clearin s Yor rieldwm rures soeatvered
verrsin is lewel suough ana -here there is cail covering i
the whole region.
N : Bailt ot o molic rocik rouundavicn, th
sot only ouili on roct, u alzo “UOL. vhe uateric? of the
LTCcpBT togetier bhot buildings &utached to it
tone chiseled int seb o1 pulic
occupies entire h'd. tﬂ“ nearvy v ) ro buila—
7 wchool} {nigh school wmior colleg

ings are ci vae s congtru ctlon,
joins the northwest corn ci he wein qu ihis ig & wore or le .s exclusive scaoo.
ns countrics over hert

,open only to boye o: rather noble pixrvk — which sti g
Tethers ol .&ny of th$ 4¢Enta «re in The &1yl°mwhfiq corps or covher nggn ovcr nisent
;zs;t*ons. ‘n fact there ars ev Two - .ericen hoys enrolled ugre - gons oi & oiplomat,
T wet one ust hefore vhey “enurwn*'tn the SHtutes aonTh su mer vacabic
there are 8 students in th's &choe a French, and
mosy «1nc sbudy snglisk 5% To wentior the ot
Thuon ¢ i
schoal. "“hir
craft is at:
ger with eve.
net Toou
atuenced b
they are =
no inter-schceol ba : ! p
with thoge of infer or birth." Jh n you i*na
thet yeu are merican.

2 hiil, as

the
esxcellent. Near iind
here &nc LQGL
The TosCK

e
el

cent,

Qhapec
ative gray
church

o

4
oX

the quaarx

2ol
et uheru ig no inter—
» ¥oyr thoss ot notle b:
it resily cum yeou wrond

Tnder theo dunPtdnr off the irch the“
dogen rlioars. thenthe weather baccigs UETnd g
the weter H the stone I&uor, ol tnei 1s stone.
ore)

¢ Tut beautitul. rhey

ory T the ziiers ore
dey
‘The hig . basilica, ong the side
et re;etber he“e are én, lyoi e (upstai;s

“re n=ed at leagi once every day. rhe churo zoula oe very veautiful, it has mEny peauti-
iul reintings on the un~er Gy ¥ the we ts, but the lower : ts 0! the same wells and
even the numerous stone en painted in the loudest red &nd green imaszinable.
It was inted that way anterw, foy the present eneration regrets itl
lices., I have seen ausi of
ihe reast day vestments - wn«t needl ch cope and chasusble is & piece of art in I
itself ant v.iers are S0 Uanf ofeac’ coloTr. -anvy ol the chelices were made Ly the uwon:s
uc_ooJ but ne more hiszteric chalices were those
i sroer, who wes elss the second &bbot of
ciberiaw * hich Pope Teo AIIT gave thewn;

The churck is certainiy rurnished with vegtments snd ciu
¥

ihengelves in the
ol the Tirst . bbot
naredsousy then they heve also &
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the most expensive chalice wue & recent donetion, a very hut of soiid zofd,
The present kitchen is nothing to taikx =f, ever the priests have tc¢ take their Turn

at washing and wiping the dishes, but & new, = dern kitchen is nearing compietion wiaich

anong its many provements will 3implity the Gish work with on sutoustic steam wesher.,

Ccf course the mechiné of perhaps prizary importancs i: the one mEkes vrench-iTied

potatoes, ~f There iz snythiug the . viore than

french~fries it is wmors of the

same. Potetces is perbaps the mein » of Fel I had thoisht Irelend wes the
Potatoe wing.

The food we receive at table is 700 ne For brea. Jou cen
eat al’ the hot ostweal you want, & ttho wihe ved in
big leeves zod sliiced —ust 13 00G; and of ¢ urse
coftce énd i Taite oif: er T traad with
& of putver #nd cofTl ge, | 'u

uy while 1 cun.

teblies,
the dexert too.
meals iragine
o Jdesert.

healthy =nd
yta ng, «v
strange
sven
it is

counle i P major : (TR TR SR oI
is siro g wost  mericen he:r, Gtherwise
¢nd er, . I in

LIDE
. - I'ter you
: ) ol full piow
sioy, do T! whey seem 1o Love

ce one dr®
Li,.

iocation so
egling at
ne neigh-
center, but
sny appaTri-
o fer £ great

Lo omeny uests vi in: b7 corsrderin
13 i ey wen, £
18T eat &1 one
quite & nt

nost

far =vow the
a specizl table in the nastic refecoory. .
bering convents. 1 huve besn told % Larccsous
on what basig @ co wnot imow: I Ik ve not heerd of
tiomns heving heet here. ‘ihe scenic lceégtion

student fszoi

stiraction st avery night iwo or three groupes oi noy .couts iinc lodwing
in the do chool. *iiese .couts avidently wene quite a Tour ol>
they .o on vhey are iiiely &t aay
orn the
vonsten HXTeT—
ngtruciion, o date,
ten tiied ant Ltk rous

shen lvtere zre 1oul Ijicors
sovavle, reach irom Lioor .o ceiling,
trne aié o stouls. . Tifia Iloor is devoien

publicgtisns
boocks, +he she
ki rezche i

rocks Gen cowiorbablyg
itic-te copies, &nd the

10

attic floox rixec ~e TOIoTG~lonnse Toom
at one ernd, stric elevabtor Tung THIU Pingt. Lher
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whe had

teen aon
time.
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Then there is &lso a@n open 2ir cement swimming pool, primarily for the use of the students
tut used very wuch by all the wmonks no¥ during the vacation. Fresh water contingalily Ilows
intc it, rhaps it is fed Irom springs;it is are.sty cool vnen the sun does not shine. It is
large 1 ol too, st lezst 40 feet by 10C I'"ev, 2nd nag three diving boards
The c¢lsrics are given @ little opporbuniT’ Tor V& li-.e volle
tall on ousdoorr courts, but only & counle nays during ‘uT hecauve 5
with their habite on, the gemes do nov b co vory Tast 1no Tanetb is & new
thewm, they huve only & very vazue ided ol wvhe Trules only one, 1t i i

through the hnop. Ctherwise overytﬂlnr ro8s; Mo hol o In tne i they
o lowed to mlay inglish Teotbell, really —uat wu ca ! 38 Luey
old . clLothes on and remove their habits to pilay. When suow falls winter they
hobsleting and sililax sworts. »t the abbatizl School s .2ven ~s-' ul tiled tewnis
((:.onvevmca =isc into baszetbell or volleyball courts 6w Lo BAN 3, put

ason non: of 1he priests oy clerice iisés them.

week, on . weats and ;hur ve all o out for o L e throw n the surround-
: . “he hiks upsuxl.y lasis and & hali hours mo Fou cover g ai"ce g Uit of

terv‘vtorf It 7 wes i) ere I kes &t This uime of The yeer [ wovided

does not rainj, for rice end The gT

Lmerican igpkéments . wers, binders

only LTECTOrS. :

in whe coun:<ry. 1 we:

Jhe whewl is nei onl’” ' iuw
with & 16 seyshe. - nd i hovs B 0Lt thet some Yarers
hand ¢ rale Bk ¢ nol ver
and rocay, TUTt: 2y Nort gl levely
rent.

o

nesn Vel
&11J., 4
G.eT VeLY Coo -

”%g

""eI' - .:Ve‘n
hes one W

n . our ¢oorx and

SHO”%‘r@

s0 I
1G: 00 Zut
the cuculia =ne
the cuculla Th
(2or rou 0 o nov
plezis Jwrh o7er t
voms - |
study, rs&
v
shoush

CouT cuculd
e, evVeT HWOVICUE ¥
nﬂwlccs and vlerics weor de not have s,eevns &8 The
i ‘ , 3% is The jarge n}(cx
only on . re:v ieegt Leys b
Se T 3

Itely s mu:
xecellis: hn

Pt oM our GGl
you are fr-e to de
10 puoper el  rin sg
simiiar o &n erican Qurve",
there is vine I :
#5330 “og To church

very
suppel
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Upon my srrivil pnere I was surprised to find that so many understoca and. spoke at
least so-.e Znglish. So th first few days wll @y conversations were in snglish, for iwo
- us americans had errived togevher &i .aredsous on July 17 ~ Frs David oi Newark, New
Jersey snd 1. 1 was given & roow wiih the clerics on the top floor about half way between
zhe clerics 2til: studying philoscphy and these zlready in theology. Here the clerics are
diviced into these two . Toujes — philesophy ané theology. Though there w«re only six or .
seven in either group, yei zach gr up has its sSparste superior, hat its separcie hiwes,
Txué with tae philoso. .y clerici. I am with the thedlogy

recreation, The vovices &
clerics.

During the firsT couple dz2ys sr: . urome of the abbey (he spexxm sowe " ~exrican" in
contrast to Xing's snglish, for he hud buen with the b, .rmy ¢ qhort while in the drive
throuch el dum in 1944-45, even though he was & cleric & cust Two years older
ther L) showed me all &b ul the building:, mekin ¢ &t ho churca, sacricivy,
cerevery (rrave of lom Volmwd. Lt 'mion). Colize gtrined tass windews in the clharch -
especie’ "y the predoniveting shece of bluc. Twe rortuguese studen ’ . ngeluo came
to spend £987 he¢ suite ¢ @lzture of tongues.

suly i wo necrhy .-redrets (i/0 pile)

Beﬂed’cb’ there, t: 10”’ “g ba
&8 Just Like rredsons ,and <er7°I' priTon
ot us i znd vie peliron urearet iz ite Ncholzmetica, L6 you 4necw

1y ¢loisterec runs

o

Gt: benedict :t. Scholastics were twyins
anc obher Misters who @xre not clo sveref,
zpd oo ries ¢ crosier uMsT lisne (n el
second ¢ v oi Laredsous, ildepyin
ot tne fenedicuvine Jrcer. s
end rule¢ forvyt+eight yeary «
opewmhut strenge in oo far as 1t has v naves, £V rignd ungles to ore uznother, converging
at ihe wltar. the s cjcistersd ..ung occ 6 “nd v:sitors c:m enter
the ot.ter neve Lnd wb.en ,qas at toe cne 6. uon very hing jast sperkles
with clesrliness. :
July ©1 is the Zelgicm 1vdexbﬂﬁﬁ“”u Hay. Fo. years ui Jegst one ‘shower has fz jen on
this noliday, so mow ..t is calied "rhe Ku.ionsl Liower lay," ihe iraditi broken
this ye.r 2ither. In The suuny molnilg we <8u wo nearky Lrmeion where. there is #oTher
1ittle vorvent ol eloistered nms. They wre cleisierced, but s8iil they do not have the
gritl ernd @ not belr visiting woumen Tox entering cloister g FostT cioistersc houses
Go. ihey to heve &n ov robund: ce cf voogtione; do mol xuow wiere Lo puu &ll the
ny tc join them.
vit left for the . biay of 3t: .miTe 4rd to erica vie ungland;
irendci: B i ie’ gon ths ero:e.
cmer for ths students in the thatial
5 were aweiréed, surprse 1o : that ali
“on ¥ novels. “he higier more boo & the lewcers
in the difxe.evt cl asses received. The two . nerica LOyb ncme 1ot ;resent %o receive their
prizes, for Ty hod left : counle days exrly to bezrd their ship io to2 Ltgbes, Tor i¥
[=d tihe ;v
day 1 comducted rour ..mericen Jesuite drev
rounding grounds. they were iruwm ouisiunas Florics, &nc ut frow thwe good tinme
we enjo.ed o:irng Jogetrer youw weoulc heve thaught thzy were _ust *frow sclose Liae ers?
in the ternoon = ouny mun entered ths wovitisie. ceremony WS Vel 4nte“e$1“ng, like
our ovr, but theve was mere to ity Yor instence, here The chremony b in th
chapter room ¢nd tone atbot :ets dowm on his knpe rad washes the feed Qt the novice tefore
giving whetever neme ne pleases 1o thm novies. wkes ne =5 Yo lhe
neme he would like te heve. . ove received the
the nex® counle du-s - ere gniie ‘ot mo I -ent
seventy years ceme in snd swew ebout while,
Cn July .¢ & lurge "roup ni & i
T sour of the .rdecnes iorest, znd Sovthern fel-maa.
floc“ of \jedzis wost oi thew were currying: buv
stilj fros the 17irst world weT;
usets negén vo zrrive ior the oraine
w1tg two white-cossociked :T&d ists pre
‘n the sw

LuTedret touser bout el
n:Ger wn . boLess, & L pCtorel cross
was Loun‘eu throu the ei orus ol the
no jeter became the firsi .itot-Primat
vg of aredret
chwioh of the nuns ig

e abhegy snc lhe sur—

tre old sw -prior ot

ning &il the be (s were ru
:ful one
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ﬁn ust 1st mas the ordination day. Sarly in the morning I avbended & Ylow" mass in the
Greek Hite; 1T lasted only ;ortk ininutes; 1 thought it would be much longer. 4t §:00 the
ordination wass begen by the Bishop of Wawur. Or course the sanctuary of the church was
richly decoraied, tie floor Wwis heavy with rugs. But whai surprised wme was the fact that
the whole mass was sung. This wes she firet time I evir heard of thp ordination mess being
-ung, for you kmow the newly orda iped must read the wmess along with 1 bizhop. Heverihe-
less the Yrefece; Danctus, Pgter Koster, igous lei, Coumuni-n were £~1 sung, ané the newly
ordained simply read when the bishop sang. It was rea71" an elaborate ceremony, even four
chantors were oressed in copes, snd &s is the custom here, the first of the 1our chantors
carried slong his embem — & stail with a statuz ol King bavic =t “is top. It reminded me
of a crosier. Latura ly the mess lasted ver, long; we let't church at 12x10.

Two priests of mﬂredsous rerc crduained; so on the next day, the ! nd of lugnst, the
older of _the two sang hig firet solewn high mesc 8T Tns wmain altar tnc nrey T
were very ¢l berate witl four chentors in copes «s on the precs eﬂlup !
aiter the dospel, then thv younger of ih% two wnew priests went out

§ernon
alter ané resd his ' It there hua been uore in ix ¢

their rweses
us cierics nd

= Guy one o'I‘ the
¢ next aa;, though
tae 3re
.3 earriet

gone together
custom o o
the mass oL

“he rTiest
for & couy]u day:.
his i.oC@

~onestery
c~u‘d uct be *ead

[}

&

aoso'“vZﬂ waq in
Phe cuiietery I Sen
Seon 1% T

Let the you
Indiana ) ar
mﬁre“°nbc.
gla st
eud wis surprised
don just a few ¢ wioT L. “h se two hey
year, 80 we “robabLy sze Wore oi one snvther.
Bt then ,uguﬁt 5tk was & gleat dsy - the day of thn ar™
ibbess of raredret. The rlshoa of ¥amur vms the pres
tigniteries in the sancinery o th: chureh &t . #redret i

blessing oi the new
but there were meny othel
Theve wers five

Benedi abvot:s, and severzl others wroa 1 cou ld not e the enclasure were
four =bbesses ¥rs* other clc stered convents., T wes ve toi an-ointed to
serve for ihe maseg, only hid to carry & Pr“d le, so i had e to vwtch the whole

WE S Bhb firet time and perhaps the lasi ti=me that 7 was to vitness e blessing
nedictine : prass. The vestments were of the hest wor

of & ] nahine those nuns cer—
tainiy sew! The ceremony wes very sililer to the ceresony of the blessing oi an The
liteny of zll szirte ‘s sing. Then the bishop presents the zhiness with the iule

Renedict twnd tells her to gumice her floex accoraing o The norus therein. . . the eTtory

she ,Tesents two .rrgi, bsautifully decoraied cxndles to the bishon. Ihe receives co: munion
it the menss - but immeciately zfter receiving the host she ziso ¢rings souwe Wine .ron &
seconé chslice which h&s not been consecrated. »hortly siter coammunion the shop presents
her her recoiral cross and crosier. Iimediately thex she o ce ore ¢ s the cloisten
ano sittin, in her throne reccives the kiss oi pesce ledse of fideiitiy : eech of
the nuns under ne“ charge.
Thet n: ve heen enough i:T one ey, but in
Tl

A
2

ihe bisghop allowed the

do:Ta of Luﬁ at:iﬂt enclogure uLero to bte opeéeunsd 1oT snyholy could so in and
vigit the vhole 1 Tom ~— cervaiy halls
tilied with hund T [t clergy wh s, ,‘ e exnectec onening.

dnring the
vn ornoruunl ty.
t1, r‘e' i?‘D'\ ful

£11 ths nans were ¢owed oo ané lauck znd visit as much
bellevc me, c&r Thhy faet and iong when they
ted he "no e builé row top L0 oolviten. [T odis
sve., 1t tor is in like .aredsous in the
 TEs o clean you couid )
Feen 1nid emactly fifty years 1 ] “rw day: nd T ?blleve this wes the

d ever been opened ¥ i ! sincs its completion.

h: d the Cffice flox ai ‘eguiem high wuass,
we clerics weni foT is20. I wor 17 own heavg

hour -

O

J
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6 .
work shoes ané Father Earold borrowed & pair of heavy, steel-toed wine shoes {which he
regretted}. e walked northeast over rccks, hwrush, up end down hills IFor two hours when we
sighted the Keuse River and éeciged to stop znd e2t {¥Father Hercld's ¢ were varsing quite
sudibly by thst time;) ‘fhere we made a fire, prepared some cccod, toastro gandwiches, zte
lots of cendy, -cociies and plums. Lhere out in the open we sang “espers ¢s best we could.
Then we returned by more or less the game Troute. I walired Lack with one ITewm .aredsous who
doesn't unverstand any danziish, and it wes surprising how well we maneg ed to keep talwing
in spite of wy broken rrench. By that time I could aliready understand french quiie wells
though I could not speak it but prokenly. Put everything comes with psiience. Latin words
sufficed o fill the blan ps where I di¢ not know 2 sTench wors. We zrrivec st the abbey
in time Tor the T:30 supper; unc one zite much. but poor r'mther Harold. I never saw wuch & P
pair of "kot dogs' li-e hiz two feet. ie hud several blisters the sime oi quariers wnd his
iitile ices were chaifed open lrem the rubding o ths ill-tivtine shoes. HIBVEK ..G.IY he says
welli; at leusec, never &g¢in th those

& couple dase laber we wide (nother shorier hil
the gboey stoends. Lome ;o wet leet crossing

route by metns ol low ence others of ug aic,
duy. I hed & oppofiun h wyse ané Tound T awv still 1
10th, the l'east of .t: l@viTreunce, z Irish clexic
Liredret, 1 ira ny surprise

5
wire fivret &co
chant ery
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"he never
e readil
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dogens L
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Augusut 15 the treek wass began at £:30 2nd ended at 10:15 ain everything was very
Lolevn snd sung. “here were muny lay peopls present. T had as = sh~reek took, so T coulc
easily fol.ow the whole a ‘:1euL co~-ceiebraved &% thils s. . asin the nlue vest—

ek: it im mach longer n our own Letin (Qffice.

ments vere worn. Terce wi
We clerics Teceived con

- under the species of both brsad and wine
Tofectory curing the n on meal.

therefore. “he ?"rge ixon i C .
During teTnoon we ol the lLeétin kite returned te our own chapel and srid Sext and
None, v Vespersg Yo, as we were ( seven or ojght), recited cowpline ¢ jatins.
Chey have & Snssien s.udent there who wishee to join The commimity, but first he musv

study wuch. liis nome was in Odesta. Nis father was in the diplowaiic coTps. le had no reli-,
gious Tréining &v & Je served in iie Hed ..rmy, drove thirough the Felkens, met the imeri-
cuns 8% aagne . er nis wilitary sorvice e mude bis way to uenbmr; w.ere L believe

wo yearc ajo. Mo is very yeun:, seeus . be my ovm k

other Longues, TOLA me vhai the lack of « L rsligiom ia bw"~
< 3 ¢

linglish awon &1
ful dru evell g¢nocing
Xv RGN
ula.‘.;? -
gnd zhen the pYr

:usv before the

august 17 one

5:Q0, went w0 ThE LaTin cagnel sud SR Laudsg, T SEN the

y at air thers iney velli me, few &s they are.
yer their private wesses, Terce is recited at
;fter dinner Father Haroid (nc 3 reiurnes 1o ¥

s “ed us 11 we vou.d llmb w0 o To se @& so

nearby vown, for nhi- here wivh « car, end his i spoike ex ellevt

Of course we gp&iv yen. w0 in uhu aftesncon we QTove To sew The Lrui:h ot

Virgin ce foy). It wag surpr tingl to hear lish o
and pusing sove .00, HERGRINE S PR tE ,
) i a&y she abbot 1tificeted . iversary of the

~tion 0l ths abre;

sugest 19 was the 21 cgdigetion ey — whet & feasi; citice wos sun,
ornly & minimam vas T ihe four chanto were in their nes even Ior giins,
The tificaind &t «ai v ierce and 53 What bes ntiful
vestments they use cn such wnnt a f ch firea aotﬁtoes,
fried auck and thern to Iop vount of ¥
ice cream since I 1en thc. src &te lce bi
wis carried b(Ch to the cal, 1 how T

day the ftbed

they serve ice
TYegpers.

rgust 0 three ey were &n

inglishs wnd two bLut sans (weer

wnite he Dlts), a dist: ¢ &t “hevetogue

but ere membel's ol & house in ! 1. Yhey have been 5T = reek ‘1turgv au Cheve-
togre.

A1l dn 871 have been lusrnin: ¢ enjoy—

kind.

able time &1l wd. 1Y like very
French is a low of fun, amusing oo
¥rench it is oau bui it is wronouunced o, ;
So.etimes 'rT:inmoh is ¢ong and com.iicated, for udepve ek

V'ter. in
Letue* o0i’ the alpiebet.
mHET nlneoy~n1ne, it is

quatre-v,.vt—dix—neuf, hich transittec Tec + ten + nine." 4 i
up, iv eguais ninety-ni ne, hnt what voundn ooub wey to say
arly in dHepfecber I she 8 1 iays viriving th abbeys % -Louvern and ot b,

eGeous to rermrin here
1v or Qctober

return 1o
for school pegins ¢

sndré near The COEsD th -
ntil it im time To leave for Home gfiter Ucto
i5th. $o you still heve tvime to write e her: al

hts
oy
T
+
& =
<t
-

Dear fellow clerics,

- Some wreks nave pasced since 1 lest neara #rom any of you, busy? Who's veaching what
this year, any clerics ou the high school stafi? ¥r. ianaelin, could you get &hhiu of an
old cavalogue for the colliege ant high schcol and send them here? The "ler1cs here have
asked me roT one to see whal kind of & program the smwudents have at St. John's: That is,

41 it is rot too tuch trouble. Ferhaps a catalogue 1Tow last year il there are any aiound.
Phe cierics here are s wwell bunbh, Teally making me teew at home. I was surprisec to learn
that Fr. Hugo oif the Sylvestrians is to go %o Rome this year. Do you have his Betroit adc-—
ress? Am n&ving lots oI Iun learning rrench, How ahouv a wora irom MT. Joeé-Martin?

: Fraternally in Sv. Benedict,

G Receksnd
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Declaratio Manu Propria a Candidatis Ante Professionem
Votorum Solemnium Subscribenda, Juramento

Coram Superiore Emisso
(Cf. Instr. S.C. de Relig., nn. 17, 18, 1.-Dec. 1931, A.A.S., XXIV, p. 80)

Ego, subsignatus ﬁ m WW W

alumnus Ordinis S." Benedicti, ex Abbatlax_,jw'.xa

cum petitionem superioribus exhibuerim pro emissione votorum solemnium et recipiendo subdiacona-

tus ordine, diligenter re perpensa coram Deo, juramento interposito, testificor:

1. Nulla me coactione, seu vi, aut nullo impelli timore in emissione votorum solemnium et in re-
cipiendo eodem sacro ordine, sed ipsam sponte exoptare, ac plena liberaque voluntate eadem cum ad-
nexis oneribus amplecti velle.

9. TFateor mihi plene esse cognita cuncta onera ex professione solemni et ex eodem sacro ordine
dimanantia, quae sponte amplector, ac Deo opitulante propono me toto vitae curriculo diligenter servare:

3. Quae castitatis voto ac coelibatus lege praecipiuntur, claré me petcipere testor, eaque integre
servare usque ad extremum vitae, Deo adjuvante, firmiter statuo.

4. Denique sincera fide spondeo jugiter me fore, ad, normam sacrorum canonum, obsequentissime

obtemperaturum iis omnibus quae mihi a Praepositis, juxta Ecclesiae disciplinam, praecipientur, paratus

virtutum exempla, tum opere, cum sermone, aliis praebere, adeo ut tanti officii susceptione retributi-

onem a Deo promissam accipere merear.

Sie testor ac juro, super haec sancta Dei Evangelia, quae manu mea tango.
_(Remae .

Datum ex &

i)ie / mensis ... V‘J/U\M anni / 9 L/?

Testor coram Domino, testationem praemissam cum adnexo juramento ante me, loco ac tempore

indicato, rite fuisse elatam. Z N 2?

Abbase.... Delegatus Abbatis
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Declaratioante Professionem Votorum Solemninm JFacienda

Petitionem et Testationem a me, infraseripto Fratre Fichar
slumno Abbatiae . Seng.ti..loannis Bepiistae. ..., Ordinis 8. Benedicti, die ...

MENSIS oo+ 2NN oot 2TEE VOtQrum triennalium professionem factam, intuitu

instantis professionis votorum solemnium necnon susceptionis ordinum majorum mecum iterum retractans,
coram Deo denuo obtestor me adhuc in eadem mentis dispositione et voluntatis intentione persistere et

inde ad vota solemnia nuncupanda necnon ad subdiaconatum recipiendum moveri.

Datum ex _4e@ibue. Collegii Sanctl hnselmi de Urde (Fomae)

. . —pi f 1G4S
Die .4.. . mensis swnid . amni 39é%

Sig. l.;»\ Ni/fu/,.-"\»}..,'.:zv Tu‘,_,(/;(/:/n./../;, (J_ﬁg/b/( o

Haec declaratic die, mense, anno ac loco suprascripto coram me facta est.

Adias== ... Delegatus Abbatis.

Sig.
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Sententia Magistri Spirvitualis Clevicatus

De Fratre Clerico ... Risnerdo Eckroth

FR, Richard hes been ir Rome for elmost three years, I neglected to
write tc Rome for recormmendetions. do writes faithfully to tne Clerics,
From the letters tC ther anc So me I juage that he is doing well., 4%
present he is plsgued witn the stucdying of Gredt for his licentiete
exarinstiorn,

- _ .

% . . Y L= .

Die _.4..... mensis ... 17 A% anni L4 Sig. . S.aidE o, SR L8
Magister Spiritualis Clericatus.
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: Joseplus Hranciscus Busch 7
ilf Miseratione Bivina ot Sechre Jedis Gratia :}’E
% Sanctt Clodoaldi Bpiscopus T:
g_ Universis et singulis has litteras inspecturis fidem facimus et L
A N
i testamur Nos die__17a____mensis Decembris anni 19_5Q -'!i,
- I~
‘;l. in__ Bcclesia Abbatiali Sanctd Joannis Baptistae . ~|i
b~ . "I
{  Dilcctam Nobis in Christo_Ricordun Hciroth, 0.5.B. 4
4 mvatia sencti Joannis aptistae ' g%
i 5
é ad_sacrum subhdiaconatus crdinem ;
:T juxta Romani Pontificalis Rubricas et assistente Nobis in hac Sancti T}
% Spiritus gratia promovisse et ordinasse. "'E
& &
? In cujus rei fidem has testimoniales litteras sigillo Nostro T*
H majori insignitas confici jussimus. o
% Y g J H
1 ]
i 5
{ Apud Sanctum Clodoaldum, I
£
| die_17a smensis nnt 19_50._. |
] I
3 va :
i :
Z]' Coadjutor Episcopus Sti. Clodealds. T:
: H
)
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Joseplus Hramciseus Buscly
. Migeratione Bivina of Sanctae Sedis Bratia
Sancti Tlodoaldi Tpiscopus

Universis et singulis has litteras inspecturis fidem facimus et

testamur Nos die__15a  mensis__Septembris anni 19 51

in_Bcclesie sbbetiasli Sti. Joannis Bapt., Collegeville

Dilectum Nobis in Christo_ Richzrdun Eckroth, 0.S.E.

ox Abbatiz Sti. Jozsnnis Beptistae

ad_szcrum diaconatus ordinem

juxta Romani Pontificalis Rubricas et assistente Nobis in hac Sancti

Spiritus gratia promovisse et ordinasse.

In cujus rei fidem has testimoniales litteras sigillo Nostro

majori insignitas confici jussimus.

Apud Sanctum Clodoaldum,

dz'e_lﬁav_.,mmn}__s_ﬁ&__an 7 7951 .
N\ L q4¢, /éﬂc

Coadjutor Episcopus Sti. Clodoalds.
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JOSEPHUS FRANCISCUS BUSCH
MISERATIONE DIVINA ET SANCTAE SEDIS GRATIA
SANCTI CLODOALDI EPISCOPUS

Universis et singulis has litteras inspecturis fidem facimus et

testamur Nos die .septima. mensis.Juii.eeecovsecssesse.. anni 1952,

in. .Beclesia Abhatiali Sancti, Ioannis, Bantistae,. Colleseville, Momesqta, .. .v...

Dilectum Nobis in Christo....Richerdum Eckroth, O.5.B....................
. . Abbatiae Sanctiy Teannis Baptistae (... ... iiervennnrronorranenns

6 6 2 6 0 0 4 b oo 6 o8 B S8 S E s s 0B SaEeEee LS EITES SIS IEIINIOIIITOIOLEOITTOITOIOSTS

ad.sacrum PEESBYTERATUS ordinem . ... ..c.svveernsrononciveannoscoressnanns

- juxta Homani Pontificalis. Rubricas et assistente Nobis im hac Sancti

Spiritus gratia promovisse: et ordinasse.

In cujus rei fidem has testimoniales litteras sigillo Nostro

majori insignitas confici jussimus.

Apud Sanctum Clodoaldum,

die,sepbiwa . mensis... Tl covesacesneeseesscanni 19.52..

e

Coad jutor Episcopus Sti. Clodoaldi.
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ROMA

CorLEGIO S. ANSELMO

Via PorTa Lavernare 19, TEL. 593.569

L’ABATE PRIMATE O.S.B.

Nos infrascriptus Abbes Primas 0.S.B.
praesenfibus letterlis attestamur vi potestatis del-
egatus nobis ‘e Rev.mo P. Abbste monasterii S. Joannis
Baptistse in Collegeville, U.S.A., Rev.mo D, Aleuino
Deutsch,'o.s.B.. professionem solemnem D. Richardi
Zckrotk, 0.S.B., monechi supradictze Abbatiee, nos die
11 Julii 1949 ir Ecclesis Collegii PP. Benedictinorum

ir Sarnen, Helvetie suscepisse,
In quorum fidem preesentes litteras

sigillo nostro munitas preopria menu subscripsimus.

> /J,Wﬂm PR .

Bernardus Keselin, 0.S.B.
Abbas Primas

Datum ex Abbatie S. Anselmi de Urbe
die 3 Decembris 1952
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In all things may God be glorified.
M

Richard Eclzrot]:l, Q.S8.B.
Monk of St Joho's Abkey

Ordained Priest
June 7, 1952
St. John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota

First Solemn Mass

June 12, 1952
St. Joseph's Church
Mandan, North Dakota

ey

O God, bless all who have helped me to

Thy Holy Altar.



DIOCESE OF ST. CLOUD
CHANCERY OFFICE
SAINT CLOUD, MINNESOTA

CERTIFICATE OF ORDINATION

I HEREBY CERTIFY, That on éhd.7- 1.2

?/61'- ZIJ&ML /QM, O-L'8. was ordained to the

priesthood of the Catholic Church, and that he 1is

authorized under the rules of said Catholic Church
to solemnize marriagés.

ﬁérﬂl§?/<zszftx(T—

@shop of St. Cloud

per J jg,M Chinidls, .

Filed for record and recorded

June 20, 19 52.

L.

Clerk of District E}ourt
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Father 4bbot, October 3, 1960

The Brothers presently follow this prayer sehedule:

h:l5 Prime, conventual mass, meditation
11:35 Terce, Sext, Kene, Particular Examen
12:30 Visit to Dlessed Sacrament
5:30 chanted Vespers
7:30 Lauds, Compline (ends 7:55}

After Jamuery 1, 1962 it wili no lengergpermissible tc anticipate Lauds, hence
some Brothers have felt th=t only the &ffice of Compline at 7:30 in the evening
i5 an extremely short expression of night prayer and thercfore wonder if they might
be permitted tc have 1 nocturme of Matins embodied into their daily “fiice. Then
their daily schedule would take either oi these two forms:

Li:45 Lauds, Prime, ccmventual mass (private meditation)
11:35 Terce, Sext, None, Particular Exzmen

2:30 Visit to Blessed -Sacrament

30 chanted Vespers

30 1 nocturee of Matins, Compline (end c¢.B:05)

1
5
7
4245 Lauds, Prine, conventual mass (private meditation)
11:35 Terce, Sext, None, Particular Ixamen

12:30 Visit to Blessed Sacrament

St

7z

25 chanted Vespers, Compiine. .
30 1 nocturne of Matins (end c.7:58)

T have not spoken to the Brothers abcut it and would not do so unless I felb:
that you were favorable; but T feel that most of the Brothers would favor adding
one nocturne of Matins to their Cffice under these circumstances. Perhaps their
biggest regret in changing from the former Short Breviary tc the present Monastic
Diurnal was the complete exclusion of the Hour of Matins. Father Marcellus has
told me that he would be very willing to prepare an edition of the paalms thus
needed, in a form congenial to public recitation, and he believed that such an
{ffice could be worked oub before January lst in a multilithed form. He says that
the Sisters want all of Matins in the ysars to ccme, sc this would be work with

fubure application.
'/ﬁ,ql ﬂéEwﬁJ(ﬂdtJr
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INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY, COLLEGEVILLE

NAME: gpichard William Eckroth
(Religious) (Baptismal) (Fanily)
BIRTH: Mandan Morton . North Dakota June 21, 1926
(City) (County) (State) (Month) (Day) (Year)
YOUR PATRON SAINT: Bl. Richard Whiting NAMEDAY: December 1
TRIENNIAL VOWS:SY, John's Abbe J 1 Abbot Alcuin Deutsch ‘
(Place (Date) (Before Whom)

FINAL VOWS/OBLATION: Sarnen, Switzerland July 11, 1949 Abbot Primate Bernard Kaelin
(P1ace) - (Date) -~ (Before Whom)

ORDINATION: St. John's.Abbey - June 7, 1952 Bishop Joseph F. Busch of S5t.Cloud
(Place) (Date) (Bishop)

FATHER'S FULL NAME:

FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE: near Karlsruhe, Ukraine, Russia .

FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: German-French (Alsace-Lorraine area)

FATHER'S RELIGION: Roman Catholic (latin rite)  DATE OF DEATH:

HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION; 8th grade

FATHER'S OCCUPATION: retired from railroad work Northern Pacific RR--switshman
(Now) (When You Entered Monastery)

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME:

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE: _Mandan, North Dakota

-MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT: Swiss

MOTHER'S RELIGION: Roman Catholic . . : DATE OF DEATH:_

HIGHEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION:. 8th grade

YOUR..CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY: __student

EDUCATION SCHOOL FROM TO MAJOR DEGREE DATE

ELEMENTARY:_St. Jogeph's School Mandan N.D. 1932-1940 diploma May, 19LO

SECONDARY: Sb. John's Preparatory, Collegeville 19L0-19Lk diploma May, 19hk, Valedictorian

UNDERGRADUATE: St. John's University, Collegeville, 194l philosophy

THEOLOGY 2 St. John's Abbey, Collegeville 19L49-1953 :
Philosophy

GRADUATE: Collegio di Sant' Anselmo, Rome 19L6-19L9 Pn.B 1948, Ph.L 1949

POST-DOCTORAL:

OTHER:

[Over Please]

DATE FILLED OUT: June 3, 196k

(Signature)
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1

TIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS (lasting &ix months or more) YOU !

BAVE RECEIVED SINCE PROFESSION AND ORDINATION. @ive (a) the type or nature of A

the work, e.g., assistant pastor or plumber or math teacher in Prep School,

(b) the location, (c) the duration, (d) any special achievements or items of note,

€.g., built parish hall in 1948, :

studied in Rome 3 years  19L6-15L9 Socius to Novices 19511953

assigned to college faculty September 1952 to present time

added to Seminary faculty September 1952 to present time
in both assippments I have mostly taught Logic classes, but have had an occasional

venture in Psychology, Introduction to Philosophy, “and a latin course on St, Augustine.

Master of Brothers June 1956 until the preseht time whem I expect a change
Prefect in S%.Phomas Hall-1965-1966.

St.Anselm's Hall-1266-1987
Assistant Cheplain at St.Benedict's Convent,St.Joaeph,Minn. July 1967-

GIVE YOUR PARENT'S PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING.
Mr., & Mrs.

LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF TEEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF.
For those still living give their present address; for those who have died
write "deceased.!" Put an asterisk before those whom you want contacted immedi-
atelv and Ai=maatlar hw +ha Ahhev when vem die. .

IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY PUT DOWN ANY
OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISHEMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU THINK SHOULD
BE PERMANENTLY RECORDED:.
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Eckroth,Fr,Richard.

Born: June 21 1822 «+ Lanman N N

Parents: .
Profess: July 11,1946
Ordaines: June 7,1853 at St.John's Abvey,Collegeville,Minn,

lst 8ol.Xass: June 12,1963 at Mendan,¥.D.

Asslgnments:

Bept.1952 Socius to Novhces.
Fhilosophy 32b(leem); 232(3sem).

Apv 1653 o T fr e
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This little bookletis lov-
ingly dedicated to Mom and
Dad on the occasion of the
Golden Jubilee anniversary
of their marriagein Christ
May 28, 1962.

In Matrimony the two rings
closely interlocked aboub
the Chi~-Rho symbelof Christ
indicate the indissolubi-
1itv of the sacrament and
also the fact that in mar-
riage the coutracting par-
ties have entered into a
closer union with Christ.
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ECKROTH FAMILY HISTCRY

nind God created man to His own image; to the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them."® Genesis 1,27

Remote Ancestors

Very little is known about the remote ancestors of the Eckroth family,
except that at the beginning of ths nineteenth century they lived in that
portion of the Rhine Valley which serves as the present boundary between
Germany and France. <‘he Bckroth ancestors lived in or near the city of
Karlsruhe in the state of Baden. It is possible that people bearing the
Kekroth name still live in this part of Germany, but nothing is known of them,
although some contact was made with Eckroths living in northern Germany
just after World War .IT, . ‘

; It is ir;téresting to speculate on what might have beeﬁv'b‘hé origin-

and significance of the name "Eckroth®., It is made up of two words,
WEck", which means angle, corner, or summit, and which was alsc used to
describe posts or other devices used to mark off boundaries of land,

and M"roth" ("rot" in modern German) which means red.

’

The Eckroth Family Moves To Russia

Starting about 1785, the Russian govermment began to encourage Germans
o settle in southern Russia. The immipgrants were supposed to show the
Russians modern farming methods. To induce families to come they ‘were given
about 160 acres of land but were not required to cultivate it, Various
other privileges were also given, and the Cermans did not have to serve in

the army. TLarge Catholic colonies came from Baden, wlrtemburg, Pfalz,
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3.
Alsace and Lorraine. Lutheran colonies came from Saxony. Most of these
Germans settled in southern Russia, the Ukraine, Crimea, and along the sheres
of the Caspian Sea.

The first Eckroth ancestor whose name is known was who was
married tc He must have been born about the time the family
moved to Russia. The Eckroths lived in a German settlement not far from the
Bug River called Karlsruhe, in remembrance of their earlier home on the
Rhine. Like most German villages in Russia, Karlsruhe was a small collection
of farm homes with a church, perhaps a few shops, and a community pasturs,
usually tended by some young man who did not yet own a farm of his own. The
farmers would walk out to their fields six days a week and put in long hours
of hard labor. Sunday they went to church and rested. when necessary they
travelled to scme large city for supplies. Occassionally they went as far as
Odessa, about 200 miles away ‘cn the Black Sea. They moved about 1810. ‘

" The Germans in Karlsruhe had their own schéol in which they were taughfc
their religion. They also had to learn the Russian lanpuage, but still re-
tained their native German language and many customs.

owned a farm machinery shop in Karlsuhe. There were ten

children in the familys , the oldest, was born August 2L, 18L48. The

other children were
nd

A1l but one of these children eventually came %o America.
farmed and also helped to make farm machinery for his
father. He married who was born about 1852 or 1853, the
daughter of - was evidently a wanderer
in the early part of his 1life and he told his friends that he had been as

far away as Turkey and had seen the remains of Neah's Ark on top of Mount
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BArarat! It is not recorded whether anyone believed him. After his wife
died, ) came to America with a younger daughter,
He settled on 160 acres of land in McHenry county which he improved
and finally "proved up". Until his death December 27, 1908, he hagd never
been sick a dav in his life.

The children of

both died as infants in Rugsia, and the orn March 22, 1889.

Immigration To America

The German settlements in Russia were thriving commnities and the in-
dustrious farmers must have been the envy of their Russian neighbors. How-
ever, by the 1B60's the policy of the government bsgan to chage against the
Germans., Many of their privileges were revoked and finally they were requir- .
ed to serve in the Ruésian army. The setﬁiers, ~§ho had stbutly maintained
their German langusee and customs, dia not relish the idea of fighting for
the Czar.,

Beginning in 1889, many of the Germans began to leave Russia for the
New World. They weuld sell a.'LJ. that they owned at an auction to get the
money for the long passage to America with something left over to make a
new start. Many were attracted to North Dakata because of its similarity
tc the land which they were leaving.

Cne day came home with a horse he had just bought from
a neighbor who was leaving for America. Soon afterwards he asked
if she would like to po to America. Her answer was, "Better today than to-
morrow!" The Eckroth family soon put their own farm up for auction,
and also decided tc make the trip at the same time. The auc-

tion was not as successful as had hoped; so finances were meager.
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The Eckroth and Knoll families set out across Russia, Austria, Germany
and Holland to Rotterdam from which they sailed to thelr new home,
the father, and his youngest son, were the only members of the whole

party who did not get sea-sick during the eleven day trip. was just

two and one~half years of age. The group spent two days in New York getting
through customs and started west by train. They arrived in Mandan on Novem-
ber 11, 1891. There was already two feet of snow on the ground; sc
was a little dubious aboub what sort of country this would be for farming,
Another problem was money; he had just $17. in American money left in his
pockets. But the people in Mandan were very kind to immigrants.

, the oldest of children was married to

while the family was sti]ll in Russia. They remained in

Russia where taught school and later was employed as an agent for

a shipping company in Odessa, uﬁtil they alsc came to America about 1905,

" Settling Down In North Dakota
“ntended to begin farming as soon as pessible, but during the
first winter he tcok a job shoveling coal at the railroad coal dock. The
work lasted all night and paid $1.25 a day. The Bekroth and Knoll families
lived together the first winter in a three room house located a few blocks
northeast of the St. Joseph's Church,

In order to be ready to begin farming, . gistered for land and
also obtained a claim for his oldest son. A livestock brand was
registered in his name about this time, simply the letters A, when the
twentieth of May brought two more feet of snow it almost broke .
heart. He thought of go'ihg back to Russia; but since even the $L7 was
leng gone, there was nothing to do but stay in North Dakecta. But later in

1892 he saw one of the finest wheat crops he had ever seen in his life:!
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fventually all of yrothers and sisters came t¢ America except
for who had no children, and most of them who came to North Dakota
returned to the profession of farming. The parents, .
remained in Russia where they died; so there are no known Eckroths living
in ilussia today.

In July of 18%4 died from burns received in a fire caused by
the explosion of a gasoline stove which she was refilling while working at
C. P. Thurston's Boarding and Roomins House, She is buried in the old ceme-
tery northwest of Mandan under a small stone bearine the family name spelled
"Ekroth".

For a time : did miscellaneous carpenter work, Soon he took a job

doing carpenter and reneral repair work on houses owned and rented by Mr.

L. N, Cary. The family fortunes besan to look brighter and soon was
planning to have a home of his own.- After some disagreement, left
the employ of __-, amd bought the lot at which has

belonged in the family ever since. The lot was occupied by a frame shell of
a building about 2l feet souare which had been used as a blacksmith shop.
A basement was dug and the shell enlarged and finished into a bome much like
the presemi except bﬁat the upper floor was not developed. id the
carpenter work himself, and a coal stove in the basement supplied heat.
Mafy hundreds of tubs of ashes were carried up from the coal stove before
the present gas heating system was installed--a fact %o which many of the
Eekroths can testify.

Very of ten the homes of the German-Russians were very brightly painted
and this house was no exception. It was the custom to paint the floars a
bright orange throughout the house, even including the front and back steps!

The home still displaved seme of these orange floors until a few years ago.
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The bright coloring reappeared in the small buildings used as summer kit-
chens for both city and farm homes. The inside walls of the present garage
still show a few traces of a soft blue color frem a time when it served
this purpose.

After the family home was completed orked on the ccnstruction
of the present St. Joseph's Church, and also on the original Central High
School. Then he served two or three years as street commissioner for the
city of Mandan, but soon tragedy;struck in the form of a stroke which pre-

vented him from taking further employment, These were hard times for the

Eckroth family. 1ad just completed grade school in 1903 and had start-
ed high school. But as money btecame scarcer quit school after two weeks
and traded his Latin and algebra books to his friend in ex-

change for a job as call-boy on the Northern Pacific Railroad. His mother
took in washing, and also made altar breads for the church--no pay for this.
of coﬁrse. In 1966 left the failroad to wofk as é clerk in a groéery ’
store for a few months, but soon returned to the railroad. He became a yard
clerk in 1907 and a switchman in 1910. remained an employee of the
Northern Pacific Railroad from this time until he retired on April 1, 195k.
He also served as a volunteer fireman during these early days and still holds

a life membership certificate in the North Dakota Volunteer Firemen's Asso-

ciation.
the oldest of boys, married
on Tebruary 8, 1899. marriec . February 5, 1903.
Eekroth died on December 2, 1915, survived him until

March 18, 1921; thus she was able to hand down the recipes for many of the
delicious German dishes that have always been popular in the family. In 1908

met whose family history we shall next trace.
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10,
GRUNENFELDER FAMILY HISTORY

"But the Lord said, it is not well that man sheuld be without companionship;
T will give him a mate of his own kind." Genesis 2,18

The history of the Grunenfelder family would be very interesting if it

could be known completely. However the history is fairly well known from the

beginning of the nineteenth century. This narrative 1s largely adapted from
a history published in connection with the fiftieth wedding amniversary of
* on September 23, 19L5.
Several generations ago there lived a male Grunenfelder who held a title.
The crest that he had came down from still earlier generations and is the one

now in the family. This "wapa™ as the folks in Switzerland call it depicts

St. George astride a horse in the act of spearing a dragon. In 1935
Grunenfelder had gold rings made.showing the crest and. these were distributed

to the faur male Grunenfelder descendanist ~°  "n Switzerland,

and the fifth iving in Amerieca,
Another interesting fact in the family history is the five unbroken ge-

nerations in which the first child born was a boy who was given the name

1, but throughout life callec » This succession was finally
ended when a daughtsr, » was born to the fifth
irunenfelder.

The Grunenfelders in Switzerland
The first Grunenfelder whose name is known is I) who was
born in the early part of the nineteenth century in Wangs, in the canton of
S5t. fGallen, in Switzerland. He received & good education which trained him

to be a teacher. His first position was with the Wengs school system and
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he taught there his whole life. He married in his early twenties but nothing
is known about his wife.

Soon after his marriage, built the ancestral home in Wangs. This
two-story structure of six rooms was built of hand-hewn logs six inches thick
held together with wooden pins. The exterior was finished with wooden siding
and roof with wooden shingles, The ground floor windows were larger than those
of the upper floor and each was filtted with shutters. The interior was finish-
ed with wood-faced walls and it had low ceilings and doorways. Yhe stairway
leading to the upper floer was built with a twist in it and only a few steps
which were about sighteen inches in depth.

A tall, husky man, the first was light complexioned and al-
ways clean-shaven, Although of masterful physique he died at an early age
and is buried beside his wife in the Wangs cemetery.

There were' three chil'drenb in the fam:ily, the secohc ' ) was born

| in 1831, and there weré two girls whose names are not known, V'A.'b the death of
their parents, the children were cared for by a man named Wyss with the help
of some money set aside for this purpose. The second received
his early education in his father's school in Wangs and then a college edu-
caticn in St. Gallen where he graduated in 1856. The two girls received

the ordinary education then offered in wangs. Both girls married, one lived
in Filters and the other in Mels. After his graduation returned to
Wangs to accept the position of "Ober Lehrer", or teacher of upper grades,
which he held for the next 33 years.

The year 1856 also marked the marriage of _ to
who had been born and raised in the nearby town of Mels., She was a very
small woman with beautiful blond hair and expressive brown eyes. In cmirast,

her husband was robuat, weighing about 200 1lbs, standine six feet tall.
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There was quiet anticipation in the Grunenfelder hcusehold the December
of 1857 for r were expecting their first child. Naturally they

hoped for . . Their prayers were answered on the eighteenth,

During the nert nine years two more boys,

(always called simply * were born. The boys attended the Wangs school
and had their father for teacher when they reached the upper grades. The
boys were shown no favoritism in the class room, The townsfolk expscted the
wLehrer's" children to be model children both in and out of school, but they
still had their share of boyish adventures nevertheless.

Tn 1R68 a great sorrow came to this home. was expecting her
fourth child when some trouble developed and after much suffering the child
was born but died. When strength began to ebb, she asked that
she be allowed to see her three boys once more. After taking them into her
-arms for the last time she said, "Take the chiidren away, 1t bfeaks my heart:
to seé then." Soon afterwards she dled and was buried in her home town ceme-’
tery in Mels. |

For the next five years carried on alone with his teaching job
with only the help of a housekeeper to manage the children. the
youngest, was only two years old at the time of his mother's death, After
this time decided to remarry. The new mother, proved
to be loving, understanding and efficient in every way. The three boys
called her mother and loved her as such.

t ad three children: . A1l
of the Grunenfelder children except ¢ mained in
Switzerland and there are a very large number of relatives in Switzerland

today. In fact Wangs consists predominantly of frunenfelders and Kalberers.
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ied in 1889 but survived him until 1927.
visited her relatives in America throughout the year 1935 and then returned

to Switzerland where she died at Wangs in 1960,

Grunenfelders Move to America
The third #as the first Grunenfelder to leave Switzerland.

He came to America during the summer of 1882 and made his home in Dubuque,

Towa, where he stayed with his aunt Mrs. . . the
half-sister of menfelder and also the esrandmother of ,
From Towa, next went to Bismarck in Dakota Territory where he

worked for a time for . r, a brother of his step-mother. Across

the Missouri fiver lay Mandan, then an outpost of civilization. Soon
went to work in Mandan for who had a blacksmith shop in the east
part of town. Later he went into business for 'himse'li‘.and ran.a grocery
where the Penney Store is now located. The grocery prospered with much of
the business coming from the soldiers at Fort Lincoln.

While in Towa, ; met and fell in love with B

father's family came originally from Switzerlénd, and her mother's family from

Luxembourg. ias one of six children. A sister, e
came M-- the mother of Rev. Father ind

N 0.S.F. Another sister became ) the mother
of

wanted to become permanently located before marrying, and there-
fore had ~one alone to Dakota. FEarly in 1883 he sent for " .ngd they

were married in Bismarck on April 3rd of that year.
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After three years anxiously awailted the birth of the

fourth Providence was kind and their prayers were answered on
April 18, 1886. Also born to ~ and in Mandan were

)s born on
April 10, 1890 and destined to become 1 to figure as a

central personage in this narrative.

In 1889 's brother along with other Grunenfelder and Kal-

berer relations, came to Dakota. jent to work in his brother's bakery
makine bread, rolls, pasteries, and a thing unheard of in Switzerland--pies!
:panded his business and also began to make cheese.

However, in the spring of 1891 he gave up his business and moved to a

farm at Turkey River, Iowa. After returning to Jowa three more children were

bornz

In 1895 the fanﬁ.ljri moved again to é, farm on "Twelve-mile Island! on the
Mississippi River. From this point tragedy lay in wait. On July 16, 1896
baby | fell into the river. His mother who was pregnant at the time tried
to rescue him by holding to the branch of a tree along the water's edge. The
ground gave way and- she toe fell int’o. the river, Mother and baby drowned.

. Both were buried in the little cemetery in Cassville, Wisconsin,

The following January while running the horse-power on a hay
balling machine, was injured when the horses broke loocse and ran away. He
lived thirty-six hours and was conscious tc the last. He died on January 12,
1897 and was buried beside his wife and baby in Cassville,

The death of their parents was a great tragedy tc the seven minor child-
ren in the Grunenfelder family. as old enough to go to work
and take care of himself but the other children were distributed tc friends,

relatives and other homes. went to Mandan to live with his Uncle
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just seven years old, was taken in by the Sisters of S5t. Fran-

cis at Cassville, who educated her along with thelr boarding students. Dur-

ing the summer months the Sisters took with them to their motherhouse
at Silver Lake near Milwaukee. {ived with the Sisters for about four
years., Then the Sisters found a home for her witk . a wealthy
Swiss widow at Dubuque. >wned three coffin factories and a
tived with .._ _or several years

general merchandise store,
and made her first Holy Communion duridg this time. After complsting grade

> was sent to a sewing school for several months; then she de-

school,

cided to go tc live with her uncle n Mandan where her brothers

and were already staying. Her brothers provided the fare to Mandan,
and provided with a good-sized trunk and other necessi-
ties. . and her sister returned to Mandan in 1906.

New Families in Mandan
] was an acquaintance o. ¢ who then worked
at the Badger and Wyman butcher shop in Mandan. He was also a classmate of

. grade scheool for several years. In 1906 he heard that

‘ieces nd '’ sre coming from Iowa to live in Mandan with
their brothers mnd their cousins .
- ’ sd as
seamstresses at Toman's Tailor Shop.
The first date between took place at the "Wolunteer

Firemen's Dance". Many other dances followed in Mandan and also in the

smaller towns around, such as St. Anthony, which had the advantage (2) of
including a long wagon ride. The young couple alsc enjoyed hunting trips
and picnics with &'s brother and sister as well as other

friends. Many of these events are preserved for us today in photographs,
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16.

arried on August 22, 1910 and
vas born in 1913. married
on September 19, 1911. led and later married
. married 1 at Traverse City, Michigan
in 1913.
and were married on May 28, 1912 in

St. Joseph's Church, Mandan, Ncrth Dakota. The Nuptial Mass was celebrated
by Father Hildebrand Eickhoff, 0.3.B., thé assistant pastor at that time.

In the fifty years simce that day the descendants of that marriage have
grown to include fourteen children, ftwenty grandehildren, and three great-
grandchildren., Many of these descendants as well as other friends and rela-
tives will gather in Mandan during 1962 to congratulate the couple for their
anniversary and to wish them many more happy years in the future.

and- children and their date of birth are as follows:

April 18, 1913 .

R L2
x vanuary 18, 1916

M- h 21, 1917

..... February 12, 1919

March 18, 1920 s+November 1, 1920

August 9, 1921

May 10, 192} sNovember L, 192L
.. le Fap 9, 1925 +February, 1926
Rev. Fr. Hichard. 0.S.B  June 21, 1926

June 21, 1928

: October 7, 1932
May 10, 193L
April 18, 1937
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Happv are vou who fear the Lerd, who walk in His ways!

For wou shall eat the frult of your handiwork; happy
shall vou be and favored.

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses
of vour hcme;

Your children like olive branches around your table.

Eehold, thus is the man who fears the Lord.

The Lord bless you {rom Sion; May you see the prosperity
of Jerusalem all the days of yonr life;

May you see your children's children. Peace be upon
Israel!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Snirit.

As it was in the beginuing, is now, and ever shall be,

- - world withcut end. ~ ’ '

‘Amen.

Psalm 127
Blessing from the
Wedding Mass
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA

December L, 1965

Dear Father Abbot,

Addressing this letter seemed strange; I have addressed first-day covers to you
many a time, but never have I addressed a letter to you at Sant'! Anseimo; in fact
seldom have I addressed amy letters to Sant' Anselmo since I left there in 19k9.

But I felt T must write you nw and thank you for the very special kindness shown

in your recent card which reached me for my patronal commemoration. Thank you very
much for your kindness and prayerful remembrance. Thanks also for the greetings
which you extended from others at Sant':Anseimo. I would guess that Father Ulrie,
Father Augustine Meyer, maybe John Mueller, and Gabriel Biki are the only few remain-
ing from my days in the caro collegio. If you have convenient opportunity to greet
them from me, T would be very grateful. Certainly if Fra. Avellino is still in the
Porter's Gffice give him my heartiest greeting; he was always especially kindly to-
wards me.

With the Council closing in a few days, you will likely be returning soonand
will see the great progress that has occurred in the physical plant. It looks like
the new sewase disphsal plant will be operating very soon; the new drainage system
has been completed through the football stadium to carry off the water from the north
side of the library and science hall. But other improvements are not as prominent
as these major items. For example little mention is made of the granite pieces that
have been laid in the cemetery to curb the turn-around area. It is good to see this
development, but it is still a bit disapoointing not to see the monuments for the
abbots, nor the main center piece which I understand is planned for the cemetery.

At a recent discussion on the new dormitory comstruction program Father Florian
reported that the county commissioners were agreeable to routing the county road
along the east shore of the Watab lake , even behind the cemetery, and rejoining the
present county road in the vicinity of the Pfleuger home.

One of the unsung heros in the effort to improve the area of the watab has been
0ld Father Bdgar. Through these autumn days he has regularly spent a couple hours
cleaning brush and chopping up old wind-falls in the area surrounging the path from
the back of the cemetery down tc the watab and back towards the wells. It &s just
amazing how he has spruced up this area with his consistent, unspectacular activity.
Of course the new routing of the county road may undo or chance some of his achievements,
but he has certainly shown what a marvelous chanze can result from a little consistent
effort.

The cold weather has made it possible to get some pretty good ice on the bockey
rink; sc the hockey team has been practicing and are schediled to play their first
conference game this coming week in St. Paul. There 18 $oo much snow on the ground
for the football team to practice outdoors, sc they have daily drills in the zymnasium
after evening meal. One of the players told me they will leave early on December 8th
for Augusta, Georcia in order $o pget in an outdoor practice Weédnssday, Thursday and
Friday on the field there. %The players seem fairly cofident about their ability
to triumph over the team from Linfield, Oregon.

There is a sort of restlessness among the students as we appraach the Christmas
vacation, but net nearly theamount of enthusiasm for the football game in Georgia as
there was before the 1963 game in Califcrnia., The fact that the game oceurs during
a regular school sessicn, and during an examination time at that, has discouraged many
of the students from planning to make the trip to Georgia. Of the 102 students on my
floor, most of whom are juniors, only about 10 or a dozen are thinking about the
possibility of making such a trip; and in many of the dorms the proportion of interested

students is even less. // (!Z -
~ ’ 4
i chjwh 756
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PERSONAL

ACCOUNT

of__Richard Fekroth, C.S.8. , From Jamvary 1, 197, to Decomber 31, 1957
RECEIPTS: EXPENSES:
Cash on hand Jan. 1,19 {excl. Stipends) Salary to Assistants
Mass Stipends on hand, Jan. 1 Wage for Servants
Salary for Pastor Kitchen, meals 5100
Salary for Assistant chaplain 600400 Beverage 3450
Stipends 352400 Cigars and Tobacco £420
Stola Clothing
Sale of Devotionals Lavndry
Donations 18 Joo Books 8400
Auto Service Newspapers and Magazines 14400
House Maintenance Stationery and Postage
Salory for Chaplain Devotionals
Honorarium for Confessor Barber and Toilet
Missions and Retreats 35400 Telephone and Telegraph .80
Literary work Auto Maintenance c7p80
Other Sources New Auto
Medical Atendunce
Méd‘ciné
Travel, (bus, air, rall) 36470
Carfare and Taxi
Fairs and Entertainments 15490
Alms 585
Donations
Sundry Expénses 5010
Stipends to Abbey 158L00
Stipends to Others
Stipends on Hond Dec. 31
Surplus Income to Abbey €7 ch month 600100
Cash on hand Dec. 31, (excl. Stip.) L1115
Total 1005 {00 Total 1005 .90
Salary due Jan. 1,

N.B. Please give information requested on last page
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of

Fr. Richard ickroth, C.5,.R.

for the year

1967

Please give names and addresses of your
nearest relatives

parents:
Name:

Street:
Town and State:

brothers and sisters:
Name:

Street:

. Town and State:nhone:

Name:
Street:

phonet
Town and State:

phone
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of

Fr. Richard Eckroth, C.S.B.

for the year

1948

Please give names and addresses of your
nearest relatives

parents: this is a change from last year

Nome:
Streeh:
Town and State:

brothers & sictora
Name:

Street:

Town and State:

Nome:
Street:

Town and » State:
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

Of _ Fr. Richard sckroth, £.%.B.

From January 1, 196i, to December 31, 19_§2_

RECEIPTS: EXPENSES:
Cash on hand Jan. 1,1969  [excl. Stipends) 41115 Salory to Assistants
Mass Stipends on hand, Jan. 1 Wage for Servants
Salary for Pastor chaplain 2520400 Kitchen, meals 12180
Salary for Assistant Beverage L{50
Stipends 795100 Cigars and Tobacco  candy 1917
Stola Clothing
Sale of Devotionals Laundry
Donations Books 8475
Auto Service " Newspapers and Magazines 24450
House Maintenance Stationery and Postage 2185
Salary for Chaplain Devotionals 3410
Honorarium for Confessor 301,00 Barber and Toilet 90
Missions and Retreats Telephone and Telegraph 3155
Literary work Auto Maintenance 26489
Other Sources gifts 25400 New Auto
. Medical Attendance
* Medicine
Travel, (bus, air, rail) 20{15
Carfare and Taxi
Fairs and Entertainments 15425
Alms 28415
Donations __stamp collection 45435
Sundry Expenses 36493
Stipends to Abbey 522100
Stipends to Others
Stipends on Hand Dec. 31 . = Py e
Surplus Income to Abbey Mj;w’,,(z‘{w 2520100
Cash on hand Dec. 31, (excl. Stip.} TILI3E
Total 343,15 Total 3421115

Salary dve Jan. 1,

N.B. Please give information requested on last page
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of

Fr. Richard Eckroth, (.5.3.

for the year

1969

Please give names and addresses of your
nearest relatives

parents:
Name:
Street:

Town and State:

Name:
Streeh:

Town and State.

Name:
Street:

Town and State:
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of___Fr, Richard iickroth, 0.5.B. , From Janvary 1, 1925 to December 31, 19_55.
RECEIPTS: EXPENSES:
Cash on hand Jan. 1,19 68 (excl. Stipends) }1k15 Salary to Assistants
Mass Stipends on hand, Jan. 1 Wage for Servants
Salary for Pastor B Kitchen, meals 35.80
Salary for Assistant  chaplain 1530400 Beverage 7.00
Stipends 708100 Cigars ond Tobacco
Stola Clothing L DO
Sale of Devotionals Laundry
Donations Books bL.pb
Auto Service Newspapers and Magazines 16.p0
House Maintenance Stationery and Postage 10.30
Salary for Chaplain Devotionals 3.30
Honorarium for Confessor Barber and Toilet B5
Missions and Retreats Telephone and Telegraph 1.85
Literary work Auto Maintenance 76.50
Other Sources gifts 9100 New Auto
- " Medical Attendance -
Medicine
Travel, (bus, air, rail) 8L.J75
Carfare and Taxi 1.078
Fairs and Entertainments 9.5
Alms 19.60
sPoattons © Theology workshop 30400
Sundry Expenses ' 21.99
Stipends to Abbey 130.00
Stipends to Others
Stipends on Hand Dec. 31
Surplus Income to Abbey 1430.00
Cash on hand Dec. 31, {excl. Stip.) L1.LS
Total 2288415 Total 228815

Salary dve Jan. 1,

N.B. Please give information requested on last page
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PERSONAL

ACCOUNT

of _Fr._Richa:d Eckroth, 0.5.5. , From Janvory 1, 1919, to December 31, 1920
RECEIPTS: EXPEMSES:
_ Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1970 _(exc. Stipends) 11431 Salary toZsskrests substitute 50,00
Mass Stipends on hand, Jan. 1 Wage for Servants
Salary for Paster chanlzin 2520,00 Kitchen, meals 71.3¢
Salary for Assistant Beverage
Stipends massg 787.50 Cigars and Tobacco  candy 19470
Stola Clothing
Sale of Devotionals Laundry
Donations 1500 Books 175
Auto Service Newspapers and Magazines 30400
House Maintenance Stationery and Postage 5108
Salary for Chaplain Devotionals 00
Honorarium for Confessor Barber and Toilet
Missions and Retreats Telephone and Telegraph 11,60
Literary work Avuto Mdaintenance 192181
Other Sources New Auto
puarish assistance 89,00 Medical Attendance
- Medicine
Travel, (bus, air, rail) 148188
Carfare and Taxi
Fairs and Entertainments 18432
Alms 30490
Demmtions_abbey stamp collection 13610
Sundry Expenses ol 138
Stipends to Abbey 386400
Stipends to Others
Stipends on Hand Dec. 31
Surplus Income to Abbey 2310400
Cash on hand Dec. 31, lexcl. Stip.) €5430
Total 3516,B1 Total 3516481
Satary dve Jan. 1,

N.B. Please give information requested on last page
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of

Fr, Richard ZEckroth, Q,8.B.

for the year

1970

Please give names and addresses of your
nearest relatives

parents mother name:
Name:

Street:

Town and State:
brothers and @isters:

Name:
Street

Town and Srate-

Name:
Streef:

Town an¢
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acknowledged on 1/14/72 - John, osb

PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of Fr. Michard iekroth, ©.5.2. . From January 1, 191, to December 31, 1971
RECEIPTS: EXPENSES:
Cash on hand Jan. 1,19 71 (excl. Stipends) 65430 Salary to Assistants
Mass Stipends on hand, Jan. 1 Wage for Servants
Salary for Pastor chaplain 2520400 Kitchen, meals 32405
Sclary for Assistant Beverage
Stipends 778 )50 Cigars and Tobacco
Stola Clothing 2L90
Sale of Devotionals Laundry
Donations Books 37,30
Auto Service Newspapers and Magazines L2L8o
House Maintenance Stationery and Postage 22L10
Salary for Chaplain Devotionals 8L.00
Honorarium for Confessor Barber and Toilet 1L80
Missions and Retreats Telephone and Telegraph 13LL3
Literary work Auto Maintenance 165,06
Other Sources New Aufo
gifts 268,00 Medical Attendance -
fyom Procurator for summer 1001, 00 Medicine ‘ L60
travel . Travel, {bus, air, rail) ool LS
Carfare and Taxi
Fairs and Entertainments 18560
Alms Lk 80
Donations -
Sundry Expenses 130406
Stipends to Abbey 12al0g
Stipends to Others
Stipends on Hond Dec. 31
Surplus Income to Abbey 2520400
Cash on hond Dec. 31, {exc!. Stip.} W1L35
Total 3180180 Total 3489180
Salary dve Jan. 1,

N.B. Please give information requested on last page
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more brothers

4

sisters

PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of

Fr, Richsrd #CYACTH. 7.7.5,

for the year

1971

Please give names and addresses of your
nearest relatives

Name:
Street:

Town and State:

Name:

" Street:

" Town and State:

Name:;
Street:

Town and State: _
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11 Januery 1971

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.8.B.
Szint Beredict's Convent
Soint Joseph, Minnesota 56374

Dear Tather Richard:

miis will acknowledge receipt of your Personel Accousnt,
As I =m sure you know, the community here st Seini John's
Abbey iE very much eware of the substantial support which
comes from the surpius income of the Fethers and the Bro-
there on parisheg and chapleincies., The financizl state~
ment each yemr indicstes that the smount of revenue is
incrensing in spite of the Laef that the cost of living

is going uwp. It some instances I am sure thet this increase
represents An ever more conscientious living of the spirit
of ‘poverty. - :

' dme revenue for the past fiscal year from “expositi” was
$202,522 befpre expenses were deducted.

#ags Intentions in ezcess of those you need are siill
most welcome, TFor various ressons such intentipns are
simoet disappesring in other parig of this couniry and
abroard, and the excess we heve zre sometimes the means af
support in the abbeys to which the intentions and stipends

are gent.

I am bappy thet you are teking such good czre of the Abbey
stamp tollection. I have two albums doneted to Bmint John's
by Would you plesse come in to pick
them up, and then we tan talk about how to handle this gift,

“Thank you.

¥y deily preyer for you is thet this veay will be one of
meny blessings for you and especislly joy end pesce ir Four
l1ife and in your apostolic work.

Devotedly yours,

Brldwin Dworschek, 0.8.B., sbbot

BD/ev
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- STUDENT ACCOUNTS OFFICE
ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

4 9 0000 * FCKROTH RTCHARD NSB

: Ploase datach this stub and mall with your remittance. Your cancelled check serves os your recelpt.

BALANCF PREVINIS STATEMENT § 3480
10/34 TASH 17.00 d_g,/m ILR 1.93)
11702 FNON 1.10 10/21 TFLF 5.63 ) ai{m ‘o
11/37 TLR 265 —~»—W~ﬁuﬁiﬁ‘%ﬁ- — 2 R bund
12/0R/72 ~ RALANCE DUE 26,117

PLEASE MAKE PAYABLE TO ST, JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
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STUDENT ACCOUNTS OFFICE

ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321

4 9 0000 * ECKROTH RICHARD 0SB

Please detach this stub and mall with your remittance. Your concelled chack serves as your racelpt.

BALANCE PREVIOUS STATEMENT & 26,18
12723 DUPL 1.20
12/31/72 BALANCE DUE 27.38

PLEASE MAKE PAYABLE TC ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of __Fr. Richard Eckroth, @.S.B. , From Jdamuary 1 1972 4o December 31 1972
RECEIPTS: EXPENDITURES:
Cash on hand _JE0VATY 1 49 72
{excluding Stipends) 42435 Salary to Substitute

Stipends received—for Masses offered 703 400 Wages for hired help

Salary for Pastor Food and Beverage 10l 38

Salary for Assistant Tobacco

Received from Abbey Clothing and Laundry 8L20

Withdrawn from Business Office Room, Board, Tuition

Donations 68475 Books, Newspapers, Magazines 39180

Auto Allowance Stationery ond Postage 3175

House Maintenance Dues and Subscriptions

Salary for Chaplain 2520100 Barber and Toilet 2] gl

Honorarium Telephone and Telegraph 12495

Missions and Retrects Auto Maintenance 146073

Literory work Medical Attendance and Medicine

Other Sources 1,015 sh help 1G.00 Travel (other than Vacation) 35L45

: : : {bus, air, rail, taxi)
Entertainment and Recreation .. 5BL75
Alms and Denations 6,100
Vacation 27400
Other Expenses 79542
stipends given to Fr. Roger 336400
Surplus income ta Abbey oeo0]00
Cashonhand____ 19 51403
Total 3303410 Total 3313310

N.B. Please give information requested over,
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Mass Stipends to Abbey $_
Mass Stipends to Others ——

Total S

Mass Intentions on Hand

Dollar value of Stipends on Hand $.___ _ _

To those residing oviside the Monastery, to
avold any difficulty at time of transfer or death:

Please list items of value which are in your
possession and belong to the Monastery,
such as cameras, tape recorders, radios,
stereos, television sets, chairs, and valuable
objects of Art. (Do not list things which
belong fo the rectory or parish.)

camera
radio

Royal upright typewriter . L
wooden carving of medal of St. Benedict
relic of St. Richard & authentica
phonograph records

humidifier

all books in my bookshelf

AZE¥  stamp eguipment

1412

PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES.

{Even if you filled this out last year,
this might require updating.)

NAME:’
STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

NAME:
STREET:

CITY AND STAT

NAME:
STREET:

CITY AND ‘S'rews
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

Of __Fr. Richard Eclwnth, 0.3.B . From Japuayy 1 19_73 1o _December 31 1973
RECEIPTS: EXPENDITURES:
Cash on hand January 1 19 13
{excluding Stipends) 5103 Salary to Substitute
Stipends received—for Masses offered nan lan Wages for hired help
Salary for Pastor i Food and Beverage 12,07
Salary for Assistont 1137450 Tobacco
Received from Abbey Clothing and Laundry 35415
Withdrawn from Business Office Room, Board, Tuition
Donations 60400 Books, Newspapers, Magazines 35L85
Auto Allowance Stationery and Postage 3,70
House Maintenance Dues and Subscriptions 1,50
Salary for Chaplain 1260400 Barber and Toilet 3L25
Honorarium Telephone and Telegraph 10Lho
Missions and Retreats Auto Maintenance 72480
Literary work Medical Atendance and Medicine
Other Sources Travel {other than Yacation) 2065
Substituting for other priests 75400 {bus, air, rai, taxi)
A N Entertainment and Recreation 2225
Alms and Donations - - - 30925
Vacation 89]s20
Other Expenses 1021, 39
X
Te M i 300
Surplus Income to Abbei)-? Fp 21145.00
Cash on hand__ January 1 jo7h 98.07
Total 2965153 Total 296553

N.B. Please give information requested over,
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Richard Eckroth ,413

Mass Stipends to Abbey $_ PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES,
Mass Stipends to Others {Even if you filled this out last year,
) this might require vpdating.)
Total $_ . . _ father:

NAME:
Mass Intentions on Hand - - lﬁg'ﬁgt'g.ﬁr:
Dollar value of Stipends on Hand $-- CITY AND SPXtE

brother: (
To those residing outside the Monastery, to NAME:

avoid any difficulty ot time of transfer or death:

Please list items of value which are in your 51sHERERT:
possession and belong to the Monastery,
such as cameras, tape recorders, radios, CITY AND S"Y
stereos, television sets, choirs, and valuable
objects of Art. {Do not fist things which
belong to the rectory or parish.) NAME: N
. Toyal vpright bt pewriter . - BREEL ‘

"~ chalige and pa ten ) . . CITY AND &7

relies: Holy Cress, St. Richwd i

all books in my rocm

wo-d carving cf St, Bend. medal

old radio

0ld camera (Fodak) 35mm.& lighl metar

197¢ Chevrclet Hova for my use brothers

loose, used stamps -

sister:

brother: -

LeLepnone.

brothar:

brether:
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

of Fr. Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B. . From Jamiary 1 19 73 o April 30 ]973
RECEIPTS: EXPENDITURES:
Cash on hand 19,

(excluding Stipends)

Salary to Substitute

Stipends received—for Masses offered

Wages for hired help

Salary for Pastor

Food and Beverage

Salary for Assistant

Tobacco

Received from Abbey

Clothing ond Laundry tailor repair 3.00

Withdrawn from Business Office

Room, Board, Tuition

Donations

Books, Newspapers, Magazines

Auto Allowance

Stationery and Postage 1,96

House Maintenance

Dues and Subscriptions

Salary for Chaplain

Barber and Toilet

Honorarium

Telephone and Telegraph

Missions and Retreats

Auto Moaintenance

Literary work

Medical Attendance and Medicine

Other Sources

Travel (other than Vacation)
{bus, air, rail, taxi)

. Entertainment and Recreation

Alms and Dongctions

Vacotion

Other Expenses duplicating 2,60

Surplus Income to Abbey

Cash on hand 9

Total

Total 756

25.B. Please give information requested over,
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Mass Stipends to Abbey b
Mass Stipends to Others

Total $_

Mass Intentions on Hand R

Dollar value of Stipends on Hand $_

To those residing outside the Monastery, to
avoid any difficulty at time of transfer or death:

Please list items of value which are in your
possession and belong to the Monastery,
such as cameras, tape recorders, radios,
stereos, television sets, chairs, and valucble
objects of Art. (Do not list things which
belong to the rectory or parish.}

Fr. Richard Eckroth, OSB

PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES.

{Even if you filled this out last year,
this might require updating.)

NAME: same as January 1, 1973

STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

NAME:
STREET:

CITY AND STATE:

NAME:
STREET:

CITY AND STATE
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SAINT JOHNS ABBEY+ CO Ig.éLl;'ZGEVILLE, MINNESOTA
32

OFFICE OF THE AB 80T

May 15, 1973

Father Richard Eckroth, C.8.B,
St. Benedict's Convent
St, Joseph, Minnesota 56374

Dear Father Richard,

The personnel staff and I have discussed your request to be relieved
of being chaplain at St, Denediet's, though you will continue to teach
two courses in logic here in the college.

We have thought of various pussibilliies, but our tinal conclusion is

tc ask you to assist Father Aloysius at St. Augustine's in 3t. Cloud,
2lon; with Father Louis, the other aacistant. We are withdrawing
Father Coacmas from St. Augustine's, This appointmcat is agreeable
to.Father Aloysiuc and I am coafident will be agreeable aiso 1o Bishkop
Spe=liza I hope it will be agreeabie to you and that it will not be toc
difficult for you to commute from St, Augustine's for your class work
here. I hope, too, that it will e pesaible for you ic continue your
work on ihe stamp and cein collections,

Flease iet me know if this is agreeabls to you so Lthat [ can write to
the Bishop for his formal appointrmaent and approval, '

With good wishes and the prayer that God Bless you and your work,
lam

Devotedly,

Abbot

JE:fp
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June 8, 1973

Father Richard Eckroth, O.5.B.
Convent of Sl; . Benedict
St. Toseph, Minnesota 56374

Dear ¥'rther Richard:

In writing to the Bishop this morning, I asked him to make your
appointment as assistant at St. Augustina's effective on June 19
and I have just written to Father Cosmas that the date of his avn-
pointment to St. Bernard'a would he effective on the same date.
However, if this should e inconvenieant for either of you, 1 have

asked Father Cosrmaarn to be in touch with you so as to arrange &
more convenient date,

1 am grateful for the great good that you did at St. Ben's convent
‘and for your willingness to accept the appoiniment at St. Augustine's.
I hope you wiil be happy in the work there and since you will continve
to teach here, Iam sure that I will see you occasionally. Iam happy
also that you ware willing to continue to take care of our stamp and
coin colledi on. 1 would not want the work to become too heavy for
you and if you have any suggestions as to a younger man who might
work into these projects, I will gratefully accept them.

With all good wishes and prayer that t_:.-"od bless you, lam

Devotedly yours,

Abbot
JE:¥p
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PERSONAL ACCOUNT

Of _ Fr. Richard Eckroth, 0,5.B. _, From January 1 197L to December 31 197
RECEIFTS: EXPENDITURES:
Coshonhond danl  197L
{excluding Stipends} 98.07 Salary to Substitute
Stipends received—for Masses offered 97 .00 Wages for hired help
Salary for Pastor Food and Beverage 16 sL
Salary for Assistant 2619.[70 Tobacco
Received from Abbey Clothing and Laundry 25450
Withdrawn from Business Office Room, Board, Tuition
Donations 354400 Books, Newspapers, Magazines 35435
Auto Allowance Stationery and Postage 10445
House Maintenance Dues and Subscriptions 1{50
Salary for Chaplain Barber ond Toilet 6455
Honorarium 21.00 Telephone and Telegraph
Missions and Retreats Auto Maintenance 68480
Literary work Medical Attendance and Medicine 66
Other Sources bingo priaes 18,00 Travel {other than Vacation)
(bus, air, rail, taxi) gagsoline simply 179440
Entertainment and Recreation 30485
Alms and Donations 248148
Vacation v 11953
Other Expenses mostly for cooking 53135
gas at the cabin
Masg stipend money sent to
Fr. Roger Schoebbeckler 97100
Surplus Income to Abbey month by month 195895
Cash on hand__December 31 19 7} 289466
Total 3207417 Total 3207166

N.B. Please give information requested over,
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Mass Stipends to Abbey S PLEASE GIVE NAMES AND ADDRESSES
OF YOUR NEAREST RELATIVES.

Mass Stipends to Others (Even if you filled this out last year,
this might require updating.)
Total [
NAME:
Mass Intentions on Hand . STREET
Dollar volve of Stipends on Hand $____ _ CITY AND
To those residing outside the Monastery, to NAME:
avoid any difficulty at time of transfer or death: :
STREET:

Please list items of value which are in your
possession and belong to the Monastery,
such as cameras, tope recorders, radios,
stereos, television sets, chairs, and valuable
objects of Art. (Do not list things which

CITY AND STATE:

s

belong to the rectory or parish.) NAME:
relic of St. Richard o STREET:
relic of Holy cross (no authentica) *

old radio . CITY AND STATE

wood carving of medalof St. Benedict
tynewriter (Royal upright 1952)
miscelaneous kocks )
chalice & paten & pall

alb
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The Qhurch of 3t Augustine

443 a0d Street S. E,

St Qloud, Mo

Jamary 10, 197k

Pr, Abbot,

The figure of “"3’)@ 25 may seem excessive [or alms and donations; bub Fatner Aloysius
says you have given permission for us tc donate reguiarly te the ramsl. collection, and
on tep of that we are often "touched" by transients for hand-oubts at St. Augustine's;

i o5 there is no commen parisix fund to draw upon, nor aoy promision for food or
lunc. es e be served either nere or at a convengint Junchroom nearby, we are expected

to make such offerings fror o OWh pocket.

bnoLhcr figure tizt mev ssen hizher char appropriate is the miscelaneous expense
is nmostly covers the cos supplies for the log cabin near Cass Lake,
e e supf:liec‘:. Lror me poc.l.:e z5 well af licenses for the boats and
2,6 the expenses for repsir ant mainienance o }
I used ot nsiderably last winter tc precure lumber logs for Bro. Hubert, ano for wh
there was no Fund to draw from other than my own pocket.

ki

Fa‘thfully in St. Benedict,

FLandl Einilf, 5
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY+ €O g_éLE GEVILLE, MINNESOTA
321

OEFICE OF THE ABBOT
January 15, 1974

Daar Father Richard,

Thank you for your personal account for the past year, for your letter of
the 10th explaining two of the items, and for the amount of $214¢ which you
were able to coutribute to the support of the community during the past year.
I appreciate the cxplanation of the Alms and Donations and of the Miscelaneous,
and T zladly approve both. I think it good for the Psthers at St. Augustine’s
to donate something regularly to the parish ccllection and also to practice

in necd, and I am grateful for the work vou 4o to keep the
cabi: nesr Cass Lalie ir shape and in procuring lumier logs Zor Erother Bubert.
Ir the name of the community I ar grateful for the work done and for the sacri-

cherity to thogo

fices made.
With 211 good wishes and the prayer that God continue to bless you and your

work, I am

Davaitedly yours,

Abbot
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April 16, 1974

Father Richard Eckroth, Q,8.B.
5t. Angustine's Church

443 Second Street Southeast

St. Cloud, Minnzsota 56301

Dear Father Richard,

Father Dgniel has spoken Lo you about a change from St. Augus~
tine's and he hus nlso spoken to Father Aloysius. Ibelieve he
has aleo discussed the possibility of your working at Aibany
with Tather Germain, while continuing to teazch your regular
classas here., Father Daniel has ulso spoken to Father Cer-
main and the latter cmme to fee me this afternoon on another
matter and be expressed his happiness at the decision which
I arrived at this rnoraing, to ask you to accept an assignment
to Albany., TFather Cermain is certain that you and he will be
 able to work out a schedule that will be fully acceptable hoth
for the work of the parish and for your work hers. Ihope you
will be pleaced with this assigninent.

Viith every good wish for the joys of Hagter, Tam
Devotedly yours,
Abbot

JE:fp
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May 20, 1974

Dear Father Richsrd,

Originally I had planned to send Father Patrick to Tokyo at the
end of June or early in Ju'y., However, in view of complications
that have arisen in fulfilling commitments already made for the
aummer, Ihave now decided and have asked Father Patrick to
remain in Albany until the end of August. I have also writien
the Archbishop of Tokyo and Prior Hildebrand of this change

in plan,

Vihile I know that you are eager to begin work at Albany, I
hope that you will not mind remaining at St. Augustine's until
near the end of August to help with the necessary work there
Guring the summer. I admit thisis not the best solution but
it appears to be the only feasible one at present.

With every good wish and the prayer that God bless you, Iam
Devotedly yours,

- Abbot
JE:fp

Father Richard Eckroth, 0.8, B.
5t. Augusiine's Church

443 Second Street, 5. E.

3t. Cloud, MN 56301
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April 30, 1976

Reverend Richard Eckrotl, Q.S5.D.
Churcl: of Seven Dolors
Ltibany, llinnssota 56307

Dear Tather Richard,

Tle perscnnel staff and I aave spent sany honrs in trying to work out
the appointments for the coming year inm a way that will best fit the
sulay apostolata

needs of each person as well as the needs of the par
o, Lopefully, was

aud the coimitments of the community. dur final we:
on Wednesday of tihis weask, the 28k,

unuzh I osshed you earifar not £o sinn vour countract vith the Universicty
for the cowlng yzar, I have not neutioned uy thoughta for the coming year
a3 wany things ware quite unsettled uncfl this past Uecnesdey vhoen I de-
cided we could lonzaer delav decisfonz. T have wiitten to Fether Germaln
acking him if ¥Father Urban will L= accepteble as associate pasior, and I
have written to Tether Urban 1f an eppointmaut to flbzny will Le ascceptalle,

Por vour ‘futvra wori, I woull br ful 4f you would cousider going to the
Babaras, since the Eishop has 33 for additional belp from us, partly
in view of tha fact tiat a couple of our men are gettiuvg along in yearas. If
this i3 agreeable to you, I would glve you the opportunity for tawdagosome:
courses or workenuys, as you wight chooge, even for the lst semester of the
coning year. This would mean being available for poing to the Bahamas in
Javugry of 1977, which would be a gool time so tlat you could Lecome scrmewhat
seclimeted hefore the warmer summcr meatiter seis in there.

Father Urban i3 s2ill workiag for. the JBfML, Lut ue has resigned from that and
ssked for & parisi assignement. I doubt Lf he can wind wp his work in Spain
before the middle or end of July. For the present, then, I would ask you to
continue at Altany, with the possihbility of taking a couple of the Horishops
bedng given here thisz swmer.

I would appreciate your letting we know wiether this acsigament and plan is
acecptable to you. In the hope that it will be, end with all good wishnes I
an

Devotedly yours,

Abbot
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Tt Roaricer Cprrasporcibooee, /575 ~IFS fan g o 227~

My dearest onss, R Christmas, 1976 ﬁ&x
Here goes for an account of my recent travels.dn Jerusalem and the Holy Land. I had my P
last mass in Albany, Monday morning, Cctaber 11, and after a quick breakfast drove to St. 74’65'
John's where I left my car. There met me and took me to the Minneapolis airport. <,
Here I boarded a 747 to New York. They are huge planes, but it was only partially filled.
In New York I boarded an Icelandic DCB for the night flight across the Atlantic. This was
jam packed with not a single empty seat. It was beautiful to see the lights of New York and
Boston and the Hew England coast as we flew out of the States; but one could only faguely
make out New Foundland and Greenland. About midnight we received a meal; and after a couple
more hours we landed at 6:00 a.m. in Iceland for refueling. TFrom Iceland we were eonstantly
in the clcuds and rain until we landed in Luxembourg. I had only a couple hours in Luxembourg
before boarding a train through France to Zurich, Switzerland. The French Customs were rather
suspicious of the group in.our train compartment, for cne of the Americans in the group had
gottén on in Amsterdam and this city is noterious for drugs. But they found nothing. I spent
the night in a Swiss hotel and went early to the airport. You have to be at the airport hours
before a flight to Israel, for the Israel security is extremely tight, and they search your
bags and person most thoroughly, in their efforts to prevent hi-Jjacking and bombing. Ve were
in a 707 for this flight, and the sky became clear as we flew over the Alps and Italy and
Sicily and the Greek Island of Rhodes to land in Tel AViv. This was still an hour drive fram
Jerusalem; and I was much impressed at how quickly darkness sets in after the sun has set.
It seemed so much more quickly than in ocur northern climate. Anyway I was warmly welcomed at
the Franciscan House of Biblical Studies and arrived in plenty of time for the evening meal.

It is a rather specialized university in preparing Doctors of Sacred Scripture, and there are
about as many professors as students. Only priests are allowed to live there, but a few Semi-
narians do come for class from another Franciscan house across the city, and there was even a
Syrian Orthodox cleric in our classes. I signed up for S classes, bub since I would leave
before the end of the semester, I would not have to take any exams. The students come from
all over the world: Poland, Ttaly, Spain, Mexico, Colombia, Brazil, Canada, Jugoslavia, Framce,
etc. Among the professors are scme outstanding Scripture professors; some have written many
hooks, and others have done very important work excavating sites in the Holy Land. The classes
were all taught in Italian; but very many of the reference books were in English, for so much
has been done in Scripture research by Englishmen and BEmericans. Also in the streebts one can
use Bnglish very easily, for aside from Hebrew and Arabic, English is the most commonly used
language. &ven little kids Rnow some English.

The church bells in the city were beautifuvl to hear. Bub there were other things T heard
too. I lived in the Moslem Arab sector, within the walls of the o0ld city of Jeruvsalem. And
Twas only a few hundred feet from a Moslem minarette, which blasted out the call for praysr
five bimes each day: -about L:30 a.m,, mid morning, noon, before sunset, and after sunset.
With windows open, it really roused one from sleep about L:30! Sometines they used a loud,
strange-sounding horn over the loudspeaker, and other. times a human voice singing a strangs
melody with Arabic wards over the loudspeaker. Believe me, it really gave a uniqué character
to this native setting! Theee was an Arab school across the street from my window, and the
kids were very noisy both in class and out of class. It was a noisy neighborhood. Some cars
could drive by the fromt door, so there was a lot of Harking of horns, for it was a very
narrow and dangerows street. In other parts of the old city it is impossible for such a ve-
hicle to pass, and only donkeys are used to haul things. It was so interesting to live in
the cld clty, ®or there the 1ife has not much changed from the time of Christ. People are
mostly Arab or Armenian; they dress very often in their old native attire, long robes, much
jewelry, twrbaned headdress, often carry things on their heads, sit smoking Turkish water
pipes by their shops; most have stools in the street to sit and talk; they spend an awfvl lot
of time talking and visiting; shop keepers have much of their wards on the street cutside
their shops. The streets are often very narrow, steep, dirty and smelly; but it is all part
of the scene, And such a mixture of nationalities! Most of the buildings as well as the old
walls of the city are hundreds of years old, and all of s tone. One sees all kinds of food
offerad for sale, whole carcasses of goats, sheep or rabbits, live chickens. One saw many
different kinds of vegetablss and mglons we de not-have in our country, and we received quite
a variety of them cn our table but always prepared in an Ibalian manner. In the fall months
there is an abundance of delicious fruits: grapes, apples, oranges, pears, grapefruit at very
cheap prices., The streets were clogged with t housands of tourists, bubt it was very edifying
to see the real devotion that mest expressed. C(ne thing that surprised me much was the large
}’mmber of T.V. antennas, even in the old poor section of the city. Interestingly much of the
Znplish language T.V. comes from the country of Jordan, just a few miles eash of Jerusalem.
In this Arab sector “ou found a lot of anti-Israeli grafitti on the walls of buildings, md
of course a lot of soldiers, even on the flat housetops with automatic rifles and side-arms;
and thev always carried plentv of real ammunition. All the city gates were heavily patrolled,
and 1t was not uncommon to be stopped for secubibty checks. But it was mostly the Arabs that
wors checked cut. Ons sensed a lot of bitter feelings between the Arabs and the Jews. This
area of the city was taken from the Arabs in the 6-day war of 1967; sc it is still strongly
anti-Tsracl,

There were so many sites to visit and pray at in the Holy City, as well as in the Holy Land
in general. Several times I visited the Benedictine Abbey of the Dormition, which was at the
opposite side of the 0ld City from where I stayed. It was badly damaged in the 1948 war and
is only now being restored. The room of the Last Supper, over the tomb of King David is a
shrine for Moslems and Christians, and the tomb of David is a shrine for Jews as well as Mos-
lems and Christians. Different Christian groups have charge of the site of the Holy Sepulchre
and Calvary in the same Basilica. The Mount of Dlives, the Garden of Gethsemane and other
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Cabin Guest List
Page 1

FIRST SHEET
12/4,5/1970

[two illegible words]

Dec 28-29, 1970

Jan 1,2 1971

Jan 22-23, 1971

March 12-13, 1971

OSB ECKROTH 00845



Cabin Guest List
Page 2

10-22

Feb 12,13 — 1971

Feb 25,26, 1971

‘March 26,27, 1971

OSB ECKROTH 00846



Cabin Guest List
Page 3

April 14-15, 1971
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Cabin Guest List
Page 4

BACK OF FIRST SHEET
Boys for cabin trip

10-22 ,
(pink haus 4/5 from )
7 10—22 Sr. Dunstan
& 5
4 5
Stk
éﬁa
Nov 6-7
2
3*
4.
3 3:15
2
1
10-22 (13 years) ”1
- 6" grade
[?] - 6" grade
th
7 @%'iagge

OSB ECKROTH 00848



Cabin Guest List
Page 5

SECOND SHEET

Apr. 23,24 1971

May 7-8, 1971

May 19, 1971
- Fr. Urban
Bro Gabriel
Bro Gerard

June 4-5, 1971

July 14, 1971

OSB ECKROTH 00849



Cabin Guest List
Page 6

July 23-24, 1971

Aug 25,26, 1971

Sept 10-11, 1971

Sept 24/25, 1971

Oct 8-9, 1971

OSB ECKROTH 00850



Cabin Guest List
Page 7

Oct 23-25, 1971

Bro. Martin

Nov 5-6, 1971

Nov 26-27, 1971

Dec 10-11, 1971

Jan 7-8, 1972

Jan 21-22, 1972

OSB ECKROTH 00851



Cabin Guest List
Page 8

BACK OF SECOND SHEET

: (12)13
9yrs 6" grade)
40-s
10 yrs
10 yrs -
13 yrs
13 yrs
A3 vrg.

Ryrs{ friend) 11 yrs
14 yrs 8 yrs
43yrs
10 yrs (friend of
Qyrs
9yrs
10/11 yrs
girl, about age of girls
10 grade

(6 grade)

7h grade
4" grade
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Cabin Guest List
Page 9

THIRD SHEET

Feb 15-16, 1972

March 10-11, 1972

March 24-25

~ Apr7-8, 1972

Apr 27-28, 1972
Bro. Steve
Bro Victor

May 19-20, 1972

OSB ECKROTH 00853



Cabin Guest List
Page 10

June 1-3, 1972

Fr. Gervase
Fr. Cuthbert

June 23-24, 1972

July 1-3, 1972
Bro. Steve

& Kids

July 12-13, 1972

August 18-19, 1972

OSB ECKROTH 00854



Cabin Guest List
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Sept 1-2, 1972

Sent 15-17, 1972

Oct 19-21

Nov 3-4, 1972

v

OSB ECKROTH 00855
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Page 12

Nov 17-18, 1972

OSB ECKROTH 00856



Cabin Guest List

Page 13

BACK OF THIRD SHEET

10" grade
(445th grade)
70 7" grade

th
g -6 -grade-
@f”’ grade

2girls 12 yrs
10 yrs

2 girls

girl ¢ 9/10

OSB ECKROTH 00857



Cabin Guest List
Page 14

FOURTH SHEET

Dec 1,2 -1972

Dec 28-29, 1972

Jan 5-6, 1973

Jan 21-22, 1973

Feb 9-10, 1973

OSB ECKROTH 00858



Cabin Guest List
Page 15

Feb 23-24, 1973

March 9-11, 1973

March 23-24, 1973

Apr 6-7, 1973

Apr 24-25, 1973
Fr. Denis Parnell

OSB ECKROTH 00859



Cabin Guest List
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May 4-5, 1973

May 18-19, 1973

LSRR

June 15-16, 1973

July 1, 1973

Nov 11-12, 1973

OSB ECKROTH 00860



Cabin Guest List
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BACK OF FOURTH SHEET

12
boy 7
girls 10112
13 yrs
*boy 7
girls 8/10/12

poys/giris
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Cabin Guest List
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FIFTH SHEET

Jan 1-3, 1974

Feb 7-9, 1974 alone

March 15-16, 1978 [sic]

March 29-30, 1974

April 19-21, 1974

OSB ECKROTH 00862



Cabin Guest List
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May 10-11, 1974

May 26-27, 1974

June 11-13, 1974

July 7-8, 1974

251-9458

OSB ECKROTH 00863



Cabin Guest List
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BACK OF SHEET FIVE

Kids for Cabin trip

boys
kids

OSB ECKROTH 00864



Cabin Guest List
Page 21

SIXTH SHEET

Sept 15-16, 1974

Sept 29-30, 1974
Oct 13-14, 1974
Oct 27-28, 1974

Fr. Godfrey
Bros Philip & Anthony

" November 28-30, 1974

Dec 15-16, 1974

Dec 29-31, 1974

OSB ECKROTH 00865



Cabin Guest List
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Jan 19-20, 1975

Feb 16-17, 1975

March 2-3, 1975

-March 16-17, 1975

OSB ECKROTH 00866



Cabin Guest List
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SEVENTH SHEET

March 30-31, 1975

Apr 13-14, 1975

Apr 23-24, 1975

May 13-14, 1975

May 25-27, 1975

OSB ECKROTH 00867



Cabin Guest List
Page 24

June 29-Juiy 1, 1975

Aug 24-25, 1975

Sept 14-15, 1975

Oct 5-6, 1975

Dec 28-30, 1975

January 29-31, 1976

OSB ECKROTH 00868
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Feb 19-21, 1976

March 21-22, 1976

May 15-17, 1976

July 11-13, 1976

July 13-15, 1976

OSB ECKROTH 00869
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BACK OF SEVENTH SHEET

August 24-25, 1976

Sept 9-11, 1976

Sept 25-27, 1975 [sic]

Jan 8-9, 1977

OSB ECKROTH 00871
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Saint Anselm’s Priory: Benedictines in Tokyo

BrotrER Perer FinisHes NOVITIATE

Br. Peter Hidenari Kawamura's first
profession as a Benedictine monk took
place on Sunday, 24 March, at Saint
Anselm’s Priory. Prior Aloysius
Michels received the monastic vows in
a liturgical ceremony arranged by Br.
James Zarr and involving the whole
community, parishioners, and guests
present.

Brother Peter was born on 15
january 1949, in Mutsu-shi, Aomori
Prefecture, and was baptized in 1973 at
Ominato Church of the Immaculate
Conception. He attended Tanabu High
School, then worked for five years at
the prefectural government in the

. survey of mnational land and the
preparation of a new topographical
map. Next, he studied at the Tokyo
Catholic Theological Seminary and
was ordained a deacon at the Sendai
Cathedral in March 1983.

Attracted by monastic life, he decid-
ed to seek admission to the community
after making a retreat at Saint Anselm’s
Priory. He was especially attracted to
the long tradition of Benedictine
monasticism which appealed to his
way of seeking God. He came to Saint
Anselm’s in November 1983 and began
his novitiate on 21 March 1984, the

- ;

feast of Saint Benedict. During the year
of his novitiate, under the tutelage of
Prior Aloysius as novice master and of
Fr. Chrysostom Kim of Saint John's
Abbey, he deepened his knowledge of
the Benedictine spirituality, history,
and way of life.

Brother Peter is a quiet, prayerful in-
dividual. In the past year he has been
sacristan. As a deacon, he has helped
ir the liturgy, including the distribu-
tion of communion at Mass. Now that
he has made his three-year vows, he
will begin tc take a more active part in
community life.

Diary oF FATHER HILDEBRAND

Fr. Hildebrand Yaiser (1901-1983),
co-founder of Saint Anselm’s Priory in
1947, kept a diary from the time of his
arrival in 1931, when he participated in
the, establishment of a Beuronese
Benedictine monastery in Japan. He
used a kind of Swiss shorthand,
writing in German, Through the kind-
ness of a Swiss missionary, Fr. Joseph
Schumacher, Bethlehem Foreign Mis-
sion Society, Iwate Prefecture, the
diary is being dictated onto tapes. Two
are already in the archives of Saint
John's Abbey. When finished the tapes
will ‘amount to- about one hundred
hours, so time and patiehce are re-

" quired for this tedious work.

Prior Aloysius Michels was one of
the pioneers of the community. He
feels that the tapes make fascinating
listening and are importarit as primary
documentary sources for the Benedic-
tines in Japarn.

Vis1TORS AT SAINT ANSELM'S

Among the visitors to Japar recently
have been Fr. John Farrelly o.s.. of
Saint Anselm’s Abbey, Washington,
D.C., and Dr. Kevin Ryan, professor
of education, Boston University. They
have been on a lecture tour for the
Foundations of Moral Education pro-
ject with an aim of stimulating atten-
tion to character development among
young people. They have visited

Taiwan and Korea as well as Japan.
Father Farrelly concelebrated and
spoke about this work at the English
Mass at Saint Anselm's on 24 March.

Fujimi

continued from page 1

be self-supporting. Such discussions
revealed that the land is fertile and can
be gardened: that the demand for
teachers of the English language is
higk; that a parish close by would be in
need of a pastor. Further, it has been
assumed that the Priory in Tokyd
should be able to support its own off-
spring without great effort, for the
Priory has for years been self-
sustaining.

Abbot Jerome has been insistent that
no attempt be made to frame a founda-
tion upon American ideas of
monasticism; hence his desire for a
slow growth of the new place. His hope
is that as new vocations continue to
come to the Priory,Japanese natives -
should be able to imprint their culture
upon the Rule of Benedict. He
recognizes, from the Abbey’s history of
foundations, that the purchase of prop-
erty does not finalize this location as a
permanent home for a monastery. If
and when the community grows, it can
decide for itself whether to stay on the
property or to look for a new site. The
Abbot and the business office of Saint
John's Abbey are assured that the pur-
chase price is generous to the buyer so
that should another move be made, the
property is eminently valuable as an
investment.

The property is in the diocese of
Yokohama, and the bishop welcomes
the presence of Benedictines.

MOVING? Anytime you move, we
would appreciate knowing (in ad-
vance, if possible) both your old and
new address, Write: Editor, Saint
John's Abbey Quarterly, Collegeville,
Minnesota 56321. Thank vou.
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Eckroth,Fr.Richarg,

Born:  June 21 1928 o4 Mensam n

Parents:
Profess. vaay 11,1946
Ordaines: June 7,1952 at Bt.John's Aboey,Collegeville,Minn.
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Full Name:  Fr Richard Jckroth ‘8 /926 p /9¥L ora /P52
- [Social Security No. v’ Birthplace: Fvcavdann M
< Hospital Insurance: K4 Namaeday Date: Bﬁc /
z -
Nearest Relative for emergency (address, phons): / —rr
o ) ’
m v - 3 o« -—
Present parental home address: _ 'ﬁ
[ - .
s [College Degrees with name of school): _/8.A. (5% 9) Major
o IGraduate Degrees {with name of school}: /b{ L v y-74 [:‘ /4 79 Major:
B ial skills, arts, crafts, athletics:
Experience: Administrative Business (Ehaplaincy ) Farming Industry Library
Educational Mechanics Missionary Pastoral <f§;a\7rﬁj, @Flgel ngy  Social
| Other:

Languages: (:Sjp;r;ﬁ\ @m &QErman : @E\\ Russian Polish Other:

Hobbies, Sports, Recreation: SZ; /,«Llé’/ Lok i weely Alese - (VA% ,4«(/;4.‘

Number of brothers: & ststers G Your rank among them: /o 3?{7 MJ / 7 5(
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Health Record in general {past and present): & /< - I’-érahczj,.w-a/
v

_ Your prefarences for futurework &Z.‘L - f-;cc 4 t—.&,/(/ 5 .S;u,.zv'ng J‘V‘A.. -~
Lpld ol T ;-w«&( PR PR Sy

Work you would like excluded: £¢ s« Ko st Guse LA sl o by J{ﬁa Aertimesin éZ,ZI;e’

Other comments or suggestions:

v
Places you worked since Dates
your Profession: Type of work: From: To:
Ay ﬂmzm,(z’*z«.{;‘,) 1952 /753
257l L (953 _/9¢7
3 i L7672 = 1978
. 20284/ ) 0 el /F23 ~ /77
5. Ao Gus Sl o A T /97% —
N T ! - -
7
8.
9,
10.
. j
(2,
| 13
14.
Comments:
' o
Code: Visits:
Full Neme: Fr .iichord Sckroth G Y R P ®234567809 10V
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'[ ¥ THE HERMITAGE .
BOX N-B187

_ap:k« NASSAU, BAHAMAS
== T/

f ;-m—mmw

PAUL LEONARD
By -the Mercy of God and Favour of the Apostolic See
Bishop of Nassau .

OFFICIAL LETTER OF APPOINTMENT

With the approval of the Right Reverend John Eidemnschink, 0.S5.B.
Abbot of St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, I hereby
appoint Reverend RICHARD ECKROTH, 0.5.B., as Associate Pastor
of Holy Family Church on Robinson Road, New Providence. This
appointment will be effective as of January 22, 1977 and will
remain in effect until further mnotice. TFrom the date of
~appointment you are to assume all the duties of an Associate

Pastor, according to the law of the Church and the will of your

‘pastor.

Given at Nassau from our Chancery
this 5th day of January, 1977.

Vicar General
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SAINT AUGUSTINE'S MONASTERY

POST OFFICE BOX N.3840

NASSAU, BAHAMAS A e
TELEPHONE 809.324.1811 Jenuary 2k, 1977

Dear Father Abbot,

After a week in Nassau, it is about time that T send you a note and assure
vou that Father Prior and Father Gervase and I had a safe and enjoyable flight
down here; and I believe tney accomplished their own mission here before roing
on to Puerto -iico on Friday. I dan't know what kind of omen thenpeople here
would interpret the nistory-makine cold that accompanied us down here,tun’ the
snowfall and the unprecedented cold temperatures apparently made History here
several days last week. Actually ‘he weather has not yet become anything near
warm and several schools were closed here ‘ust because of the temperatures.

B contrast to the sub-zero weather Minnesota has had the past weeks, it really
seems verv pleasant here at this *ime. But I guess it mostly depends upon the
point of contrast.

T feel prateful for the appoiniment to work with Fathor Silvan in this rather
new parish of Holy Family, founded by Father Marcian in 1666, for 1% avpears to
be a very thriving parish, with good participation of the lalty. T persenally
have a lot of anvieties yet abat my ability to do a decent jJob at it, but T
will do as well as I can., Father Silvan is very helpful in gettlng me acquainted
with the operation of the parish, and he expects me to take over the ordinary
opera“ion of the parish. His own time is mcre and more in demand at the bishop's
office, especially with his work cn the marriage tribunal T guess. I rnderstend
it is a rather thriving parish by Bahamian standards; in fact even the chureh which
has no debht was built mostly by local ccntiributicns. CF course therc arve rany
poor families within i% and they recuire 2 lot of attention, but there is a gocd .
corpera ien and generosity frem th- wove gifted lay leacers in the parish, wiich
helps all the programs to functior smooihly. 50, we can only sce what the future
brings....

The par shicners do not offer mass stipends, and I did not bring any supply
with me, sc I would appreciate your -asking Father Roger Schesnbeckler %o send
scme on to me ab his convenience. I have received soe for the time being fram
Prior Elias, and I cancontinue to receive some from him until Father Roger can
send scme. Before T left St. John's he had asked me if T wanted any, or just
let him know if I would need any. A% that time T had no idea whether there would
be stipends from the parish or not, so T had declined taking any at that time.
Now I can use some.

A 1little V¥lkswagen has been assigned to my use, and I have been out a bit trying
te get accustomed to driving soch a machine, and especially trying to get accustomed
to driving on the left side of the traffic. It is chlefly at the corners and at thep
many traffic circles that T have a bit of difficulty; but then the draffic ciecles
can prove a problem sven to the veterans, for one never knows if all the contenders
are going to fcllow the "rules" of the Jockeying. It is a bit of a game in a way,
but can be very harassing at the rush hours.

Holy Familvy is iocated only about 2% hbites down a main thoroughfare from the
Monastery back gate, so it is very handy that I reside at the Monastery and drive
back and forth for the services and office hours at the parish center. Als0 it
ohviates all the heavr down-town traffic thatwuld be involved in residing at the
Priory. Also the support and ccmpany of the Brethren is viry reassuring, so T
a- grateful for this arrancement.

s
£l

& \4-‘('!{,'/ — ~ - RN
o g 'S-“éf?n»'-{»{ 45
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Miia Reverend Sleaard Folwaeth, 2.5.3.
a2eint Augustins'y Monagtery
JETive Do H=33440
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SAINT AUGUSTINE'S MONASTERY

POST OFFICE BOX N.3040
NASSAU, BAHAMAS
TELEPHONE 800-324.1511 March 23, 1977

Dear Father Abbob,
Lent is going by very ouickly, and I thought T shovld not let it pass completely
witheus a word to you. In line with the practice of the Jouse here, I submlttec
two resolutions for Lent to Prior Zlias amd he approwved bhem. Pirst was to b more
reyular in returning on time tc the lonastery %o join in the 530 Community Mass,
and the secrid was of a self-denial effort to give up the usual evening drink of
soft drink or rur mixture that is available before evening compline. And sn far,
T om hgpy Lo report, T have been cuite faitBiul in these rescluticns. I think you
wonld have approved them, and Fatber Elias gave me his bLlessing in your stead.
he monaztic observance here at St. Augustine's is really very edifying: Hot only
is a real effort made by all bo attend the Diwine Cffice as much as pessible, even
by those who ar:met busy wibh other concemns, Like ¥r. George, but also the Cfiice
is praved in a very veflective snd essured manner. Regudarly each week Shere is 2
spirit-al conference - the Frior which the Candidates also attend, and then *his 1is
follewed by a discussion or report tec the proléssed monlks, in whikh are ind uded
Bro. Bavid, Pr. Theofile, the Brother freo 5t. Leo's and mvself. In the nexv dgys
£ Abbot ivor Trinidad will be visiting hers in prepa atics for the 2 Srothers he
iz =illint %o send Ho St.iuzushine’s te help aument the commuity here. They are
Le nees only in Septerbir. Ab the ererdrg meals we are reading the Life of Abtob
Boniface Winrer, aid many a smile or chuc'le is raised.at alrost each mcal. Until
teday Abhot Lec Rudlof was witl us and he too seemed o0 enjoy the manner in widch
the unicue character of Abbob Wimmer has been brought out in the hook. . :
But before I get along too far in this letter T have a couple guesticas I have
wanted %o present to you. 1. deals with Tess lmtenbions, snzcifically bination
stipends. I offer cuite a few Lination rassas, for alrmogt every morning I cffur
las+ ah the parish for “his peopie bhere, and then ab the Cowmuiity Mass I again
offer as a concegsbr nbt. Jo, what sheuld 1 do with these binstion stipends? A,
St. John's I regularly turned bhem in to Fabher Rogcd with the notation that they

were bination stipewds., I would appreciate 1f yeu could advise me wheb te do with
ther in mv press-t setuabion. 2nd has to do with ry salary here. ‘he bishep has
debermined that I weceive a rcgularly monthly salary of %150. jush as all the obher
pastors do in Nassau. In addition to that sun I aleo pay iror: the parish funds

$150. to Sh. Auwmstine's Monastery for my hoard. Presently T hove tnken out 3 savings
aceount From which 1 can withdraw any amount at any time, an’I have bteen depositing
ny Mass shipsnds end salary money in tlis accuht. Maturally there are scome dailly
axpenses for perscnal needs and things Llike postage, so net all the salary gets
deposited sach month. The savings account is a joint one with Father Zlias as inhe
joint signer, and it pays 6—};3 interest. Of cowse it will never beccme 2 really big
account; but it is safer than keeping the money ir cash h.re on ths premises, for
thopre is an increase” amo-nt of vandalism »nd house-Lreaking in Hassai; and of ceurse
St. Aupustine's is not excepted from tiis o ther. Anwar, if you find it convenient

4o respond to these two mueries smetire I would appreclate it.

fro. Berry Geavman was with us this past week-end fox a pleasant br ak from Florida
where he is learaing the specidl festures cf the new commiter that will scon be

iretalded 21 S+, John's. Tt was gred to see a face from the abbey: Sut alse Father

= s L v -
Colman was in town a week and also visited and balked witi all of us ah the 'ona : teryy.
and that wos plea

» best wishes for a blessed Ucly tleek I Zaster,

o (S, 058
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31 March 1977

‘=@ Peverend Richard Eckroth, 0.8.3,
Saint Auzustine's lionastery

Post 0%fice Box RB-3940

Hegsau, Bghamas

Dear Father Richerd:

Thenk you for your letter of the 23rd of Harch waich I found on my desk
when I raturned from my visit te Saint snseln'e in Pokyo. I em hanpy to
know taat you submitted your two Lenten resolutions bo Father Prior, that
he approved and bieased them, and that you have bsen faithfxz) in obgerving
them.  foon you will receive the blisasings of Holy Week and the joy of
Fagter. T appreclated, also, your aecount of the monzstic obpervance at
Seint Augustine'’s. My experizunce slgo wac that thslr observance ie very
cdifying ond T hope thet frow there there will be gome good candidates.

Ir raference to your two coestions: our indult specifies that binstion
Mzsees ara to bs used for the education of cendidates for the priesthocd,
. fiuce Saint Augustins's does not do thiz, at leest not at present, I would
" recommend your keeping the bination stipende in the savings account and
periodically eending them to Fathey Roger. Secondly, I would rscommend,
aiso, that you keep your salary {whatever you do not need for versonal
exvenaes) in the savings account and occasionally zend this to PFather
Gervygse or to me as surplus incoms. This fox the present. We will be
considering our misslons at one of the next Sznior Council meetingc and
perhaps we will come up with some different evrangemenis regarding salary,
etc. .

Last evenipy at the Chapter I read Bishop Balke's [ormal request to take
over the care of daint Jomeph's and the Nevmen Cemter in Moorhead end to
zive ua iustesd the parishes ar Prazee and Lake Park, The Chapter did not
obleet, I alao gave a brief repor: on my visit to Tokyo: ILf 211 goes
according to planned, sbbot Odo Heas will become Prior and Pastor this
summes thourzh the foundanion stlil remains oura. Fether Patrick will be
returniny at the ead of ipril to awsit an assignment here,

te all in the community, 2specially Brother david, for a
3 am

Glewntedly yours,

Abbot

JEB/ev
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St. Augustine's lonastery
Nassau, Bahamas
April 27, 1977

Dear Fathsr Abbot,

Thans fer your letter scme weeks ago responding humy questions abcut bination
stipeads and how t¢ gsecure my money while in the Bahamas. And thanks now azain for
the letier about the general chapter and the appointment of a new SubPrior. I agree
with you tha% Father “letus has fulfilled the role well. Sorry about Fr. Theodore
suffering a stroke; he is kg my praysrs. I'm returning the ballobs for anew suvprior,
and also ¥r. Alan's survey, which I ask that vou leave in his box, to savs on postage.
A1l goes well here; Holy Week was very nice. I had never previously attended the
Chrism Mass. I belicve all 12 pashors of Nassau wero in attendance at bhe Bishdp's
concelebrated Uhrism Hass the evening before Holy Thursday, anc at the mnagsg all of
the priests renewed their loyalty. It is a beaubiful ceremony.

Fr. Burton was here a few days last week, and thouth we 4id nch see much of hin
he Aid shhre scme of the latest rumors and news of the abLey with us, and it was
refreshing to have him hére. T understand that Fr. Peregrin hopes to come here this
nevt week-ond fron some mesting he is attending in Florida; and of course Fr. #ndre
is due here next woek for the Alebhdlic Progrom; ®o we should be due for further news
of the abbey and commumity. Bro, Davd had a sudden pain tis pasy unday. They book
him promptly to the doctor who assured him it was not appendicitis, but possibly a
kidney stene or the likg. Brother is up and about hls work bub under do.tinued obser-
vation by the doctor. 411 goes wll. “

Fips ) . R

raternally, /Io _./Uu\./mvy: . 5/_;
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5 May 1977

The Reverend Richard Ackroth, 0.5.B.
Saint Augustine's Monastery

Box N-3340

Nassau, Bahams

vsear Father Richard:

Thank you for your letter of April 27th which arrived this moming.
1 appreciate your having sent your suggestions for the office of
Subprior and the questicmnaire for the General Chapter. T have

given the latter to Father Allan.

Father Burtom called by phome a couple of days agoe but I have had

no real opportunity cc speak with him simncz his wvisit to the

Bahamas.  He seemed hopeful that the results of his visit would be
good. At the present time Tather .sndre is ln the Bahamas, and ¥

am sure he will glve 2 report on his veturn, I am sorry to learn
that Brother David imd a suddea pain on April 24th; since I have
heard nothing further I am assuming that he ls feeling better.
Please glve him wy yieetlogs.

Father [heodore's condition remains the same. TFather Peter returned
to Redlake yesterday but must still take it very =asy, FPFather
Patrick Okada will bz zoinys up to help him and to stay on there.

With every good wish, and 8 prayer that Sod bless you, I am

devotedly yours,

Abhot

JE/ev
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Alimni Association
ST. JOHN’S PREPARATORY SCHOOL
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

August 1977

Dear Fellow Alum,

Another fundraising letter from St. John's? No! Not at all., VWe'd like
to talk to you about something more important--much more important--our

own children.-

For the last couple of years our sons (and daughters!) bave attended St.
John's Prep. And although we are very happy about this it was their
choice--not ours, S+%. John's Prep School is very different today than it
was 15, 20, or even 25 years ago--there's no doubt about that. But the
school bas maintained and even improved itself in those areas which' are
most important--Christian morals and academic standards.

And although the cost of a Prep education has gone up (what bhasn't!) the
school does have available thousands of dollars in financial aid--much of
it provided through our annual alumni fund drive.

If you are interested either for your own son OT a friend, why not send
the enclosed postcard in to the school today. We know Fr. ilan would ap-
preciate the inquiry amd give it every possible atteantionm.

Sincerely,

Fa%ér of Father of"‘
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“TRIENNIAL VOWS:

INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOHN’'S ABBEY

NAME: Richard William ECKROTH
(Religious) (Baptismal) (Family)
BIRTH:_ Mandan FEEA¥E Morton ,North Dakota June 21 1926
(City) (County) (State) (Month) (Day) (Year)

YOUR PATRON SAINT:Bl. Richard of GlastonburyNaMEDAY:  December 1

St. John's Abbey July 11, 1946 Abbot Alcuin Deubsch
(Place) (Date) (Before Whom)

Benedictine Priory
FINAL VOWS /OBL ATION'Sarnen, Switzerland July 11, 19L9 Abbot Primate Bernard Kaelin

(Place) (Date) (Before Whom)
ORDINATION:_St. John's Abbey June 7, 1952 Bishop Peter W. Bartholome
(Place) (Date) (Bishop)

FATHER'S FULL NAME:

FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE: o

FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:__ German-French Rdssian

FATHER'S RELIGION: _Roman Catholi e DATE OF BIRTH:
HIGHES:I LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION: Grade 8
FATHER'S OCCUPATION : L retired
(When You Entered Monastery) (Now)
MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME:
MOTHER'’S BIRTHPLACE: Manéan. North Dakota
MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:. SWiss
MOTHER'S RELIGION:_Roman Catholic DATE OF BIRTE.
HIGHEST LEVEL OF MOTHER'S EDUCATION:__Crade 8 She was orphaned at age 6
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YOUR CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY:

student; with summer work in carpentry, general farm work, dry cleaning establishment

EDUCATION SCHOOL FROM TO MAJOR DEGREE DATE

3 14 S 5390__1
ELEMENTARY : St. Joseph's School, Mandan, N.D. 1932--40

SECONDARY : St

UNDERGRADUATE: St. John's University, vGollegevil]_.e, 194h-=h5, 1949~—=

8t, John's Abbey, Collegeville, 1949-~53

THEOLOGY:

GRADUATE:_Colegio di SabtAnselmo, Bome, Ttaly 19L6--L9 Philosophy -
Ph.B July 198
Ph,L. July 1949

POST-DOCTORAL:

Seminar at Barquette Umiversity, Milwaukee; American Benedictine Academy meeting
at St, Vincent's Archabbey, latrabe, Fa.; Catholic University, Washington, D.C.;
Scripture renewal at Studium Biblicum Franciscamum, Jerusalem, Israel.

OTHER:
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS (lasting six months or more) YOU HAVE
RECEIVED SINCE PROFESSION AND ORDINATION. Give (a) the #ype or narure of the work, e.g.,
assistant pastor or. plumber or math teacher in Prep School, (b) the Jocarion, (c) the durarion, () any

special achievements or items of note, e.g., built parish hall in 1948, or Danforth grant in r960.

Tn charge of the Abbey stamp collection and coin collection 1950-~76

Socius to the Novices 1951--53

Assistant to the Brother Master 1953--56

Instructor in Philosophy, later Associate Professor with tenure 1952--76

Wine maker and in charge of Wine Cellar 1963--76
Master of Bréthers 1956--6h

Assistqnt Procutmbor 1961
Prefect of 2nd floor St. Thomas Hall 196L--66

last prefect of St. Anselm Hall Pre-divinity group 1966--67

Chaplain at St. Ben's (Convent, college —--69, high school =-70) 1967--73
150 1Nstructed at ous néﬁ"s_ﬂi‘gh‘S’cnoo.L I96T==10 -

Assistant Pastor at St; ‘Augus‘bine's Church, St. Cloud 1973--7h

Assistant Pastor at Seven Dolors Church, Albany, Minnesota 197L--76

Agsociabe Pastor at Holy Name Church, Nassau, Bahama Islands 1977---

Did a lot of physical work around St, John's: construction of Monastery Wing 195k,

Resmwed the 2 old barns and 3 silos, 2 old steer sheds, the old stucco machine shed,
the old mill and chicken coop, the old nursery, the old weather station.

Moved the flag phle to its present location (1977) 2nd built stone base ahound it.
Also built the 2 stone bicket booths at the football stadium, built mumercus curbs
near St.. Thomas Hall Also bnilt a cement enlvert trom the flappole corner north

to the Watab.

Did guite 2 hit of tree enthking for Ivmwber in the w

and in the right of way of the new I-9l highway, as well as removed a lot of dead
or damaged from the campus or near Flyntown.

Renovated the old log cabin on the Clara Kremer property on Swenson Lake near
Cass Iake, Minnesota
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GIVE YOUR PARENTS' PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING.

LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF.
For those still living give their present address; for those who have died write “‘deceased.” Put an asterisk
before those whom you want contacted immediately and directly by the Abbey when you die.

Fr. Richard Eckroth (William). St. Augubtine's Monastery, Box N-3940 Nassau, Bahamas

-

E S

IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSAKY pPUL DOWN
ANY OTHER ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU
THINK SHOULD BE PERMANENTLY RECORDED.
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Eokroth,Rev.Richard(¥Willinm),0.8.X.
Borp: June 21,1926 at Mandan,N.D.,son of ~

Edueations

8¢,John's Prepl940-1944. Valedictorian of his claes,
8t.John's University-Philosophy=-1944-18486,
Collegio di BantfBAnselmo,Rome,ltaly.
Ph.B.-l 48. Pgl . 19‘9.
Theology at ByT.John's “eminary.

“olemn Vows a¢ the Abbey of Sarnen on July 11,1848,
June 7,1952 in Abbey Church by Most Rev.Joseph F.Buach,D.D.

Aggpgnments; Professor of Philosophy-1853——

Maeger of Brothers--June 1956-Aug,1965
Prefect of Bt,Thomas Hall and Bt,Anselm's Hald=1965-1967

Assigtant Ohaplian at 8t.Benedict's Convent,S8t.Joseph=fuly '67
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15 Pebruary 1978

The Raverend Charles H. Backes
Church of Saint Joaseph

Post 0ffice Box 603

Mandan, North Dakota 58354

Dear Pathar Backes:

Thank you very much for your letter of the 12th snd for the cheack of
$350 which you kindly enclosed to cover the stipends for 166 Masses
72 $2,00 aach and six Magses @ $3.00. I am very grateful to you for
sending these Msss intentions for Father Nichard Eckroth, as I am
grateful to Slater , his steter, for recommending this to you,
We will gladly send the intencions, and an exchange check, to Father
Richard without delay.

With every good wich, and a prayer that God bless you during these
Lenten days, I am : . -

Sincerely yours in Christ,

John Eidemschink, 0.5.B.
Abbot

JE/ev
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15 FPebruary 1978

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.%.3,
Saint Augustine Monastery

Box N-3940

Kasgau, Bahsowas

Dear Pather Richard:

This morning I recelved the enclosed letter together with a check
of $350 payable to Saint John's Abbey. T am enclosing sn exchange
check wede payable to you, I have written a letter of sincere
thanks to Father Backes for sending these Mass intentioms for your
use, though I am sure he would appreciate a note from you also,
Perhaps via your sister.

All sre quite well here and the visitation is going along okay. All
are wall except myself, I am back in bed with a flare up of the 1o~
faction caused by my stepping on a sea urchin. I felt miserable
yesterday but am much better today and so I should be out soon.

In the hope that all is going well in your work in the missions,

and with every good wish for the blessings of these Lenten days,
I am ’ .

Devotedly yours,

Abbot

JEfev
Enclosures: Check
Letter from Father Backes
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21 February 1978

The "everend Zichard Eckroth, 0.5.B.
Box N-3940
Nassau, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

Your letter of the [2th arrived this morning and I am happy to blesz and
approve your Lemtenm resolutions in addition to the approval siven by
Pather Elilas. I hope that these days ate filled with meny blessings for
you pargonally and for your work,

Father Silvan has written that he will be spendiny some tiwme he:ie thls
epring, and I am sure that you are canable of handling the parish alone.

1 am happy that you have had an opoovitunity to visit Pather :dermen on
Andros and Father Nicholas on San Salivador., I note, alzo, your Jdesire

_ to be asslgned to one of the out i5lands in the future. When 1 suggestad
that you go to the Bahamas I hsd this in mind, knowing your abilities both
sy a priest and ss 2 general handy man, both of vhich would be needed on
an out island. . : :

Congratulations upen your election te the Priest's Senate. Not only will
this givs you the opportunity to see Father Ieymen more often but it will
also gilve you a better knowledze of the Charch in the Bahamas.

Our visitation closed last evening and the four viaitators left early this
morning. The general feelimg in ths house is that this was ome of our best
visltzelons., I am encloaing a copy of the ieport ziven to the community
jasi eveaning; there was & jood discassion followed by a haustus.

You indicated that you wished to come up for a vacation in July, especially
since your dad will be entevinyg upon his 9Cth year and since there is a
gdolden wedding ammiversary of some cousins. We will be happy to welcome you
heve ahour the middle of Juiv., I hope nothing will turn up to cequire a
change in your nlans.

With every good wish for a joyful Zaster, I am

Devotedly yours,

Abhot

J&/ev
tncloauve
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ST. AUGUSTINE'S MONASTERY
Box N-3940
Nassau. Bahamas
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St.Augustine's Monastery
Nassau, Bahamas
December 1L, 1978

Dear Father Abbot,

Your letter which arrived last evening asking for sugrestions for the office
of Subprior offers a good opportunity to write bsfore Christmas and extend my
best wishes to you for a very happy and blessed Christmas as well as an assurance
of my prayers for God's contimued blessing ad guidance to you in the year ahead.
Here in Nassau we had heard some scattered news of the Chapter that considered
the question of re-accepting the monastery as a2 dependency of St. John's, arnd of
course a fuller exposition of the questim appeared in the most recent issue of
the Confrere, so I wasf not entirely surprised at the contents ofyour letter.

I think your decsion was a good one under the circumstances, but I do hope that

in the future the St, John's community will reconsider its position. I do believe
that St, John's has the deepest commitment to the Bahamas. And sven though many
would have us withdraw from work down here, I would have the community know that
there is a very deepseated gmatituds among the people here for all the priests

who have served here so ably in one role or another. And the future will surely
vindieate the role and position of a monastery in the Bahamas. Surely the next
Bishop of the Bahamas will not be a Benedictine, so I do not forsee a future conflict
that apparently was once true between the monastery as such and the blshop's office,
It 13 a disappointment down here that St. John's did not accept the request of St.
Augusthne's to become dependent upon it. But this must dl1 be part of God's plan.

You probably know that I will be coming to St. John's _on January 3rd at the request
of Father Gervase to make another batch of altar wine. I have written to Father
Fabian asking for a bed to sleep in while T am thers. My brotle who lives
in St, Joseph and teaches at St, Cloud State is agreeable to meeuing me at the airport.
in Minneapolis. I'm due to arrive there on a North Central flight at 9:07pm; so I
should be at St. John's by midnight. It will be good to be home again, even with the
snow and cold ene can expect in January. I forsee a very busy time, at lsast ths
first waek, mt I have written to Brother X4 abmut gedting things a big ready, and
I'm sure he will get done what he can. I hope Brother Stephen is also around at
this time, for his presence is always a very reassuring factor, and he always has a
way of being helpful witkout endangering his back condition. He is a gen!

Early this week Father Nicholas phoned me upon his arrival in Nassau, for I have
several times helped him out with transportation while he is in Nassau. He surprised
me with the news of his feeling so bad and ofhis decision to go to Minnesota at this
time for a thorough check-up. I am glad that he came to this decision, for he did
not seem to plan on it when he first came to toun. Perhaps sameone at the Hermitage
convinced him to do so. 2nd all of us here at St. Augustine's are glad that he
is going up for a real good check-up, for all here have been worried about his
condltion which has deteriorated very much in the last year. A mmber here are
word ering if he will even be returning to the Bahamas, From my talks with him last
year when I vidi ted him on San Salvador several days I gained the impression that
he would not be adverse to spendimg his retirement years at St. Jchn's, especlally
since he has seen what a nice facility we now have at St. John's in the form of
St. Raphasl's Hall. Persoaally I hope his condition is not a serious onms. Would
you believe, Kather Hildebrand Elckhoff was the same one who suggested to Fr. Nicholas
to study for the priesthocd when he was a boy at St. Mary's in St. Cloud, who later
at Mandan arransed for me to study at St. Jobn's when I stgrted my Pres School in 19L0.

Sorry I will pot get away early enoash £9 be at St. John's for the Christmas
gathering, but things will still be pretty busy for me at that time, so I did not
plan to leave that early. But January 3rd is epproaching rapidly.

Fraternall
A S
rd
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December 22, 1978
Dear Father Richard,

Thank you for your letter of the l4th, whicharrived this morning. I appreciate
your Christmas greetings and good wighes, your suggestions for the office of Sub-
prior, and your wordz soncerning the Bahamas, My judgment 1s the same as yours,

and I am hopeful that we will have the opportunity to re-consider and that the

vote then will De very favorable. If you say some of the things which you have
written to menbers of the community here, that will help, IF the question does come
up again.

Yes, I knew you were coming to make a new batech of wine, and I am grateful for

your willingpess to do so. I hope it will not be too cold here at that time; we
have had some bitter weather though just now it is quite mild.

By now you have heard, since I called tue Bishop last night though I only spoke with
Fr. Remy, that Fr. Wicholas has inoperabla cancer of the lungs and bone, and¢ that it
15 terminal. The doctors say there ig not need to txy chemotherapy since the cancer
has spread so far. I will see hiw at the hospital hhis afternoon.

Looking forward to sealng you here in early January, and with all good wishes for
tie blessings of these days, 1 aw

Levotedly yours,

Abbot
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St. mgustine's YMonastery
dascau, Bahamas
April 12, 197¢

Tear I'abher ibhot,

I was ready tc write you and submit to you my propesed Lenten resoiutions
for 1979 when T received your own Tenten letter and the resclubion you asked all
of us to observe this year. I was hanpy to add it to+he two I had submitted
alresdy bo Prior Elias. Thess were: o give up for lent the usual drirnk of ru«
or vodka we have with coke at the evening recreatiai, and also to make a greater
of fort to bs more reccllected ané slower and prayerful in my daily praying of %
Divine Cffice. DBoth received Prior Ulias' apprcvel and blassing and I am happ j
to report that T was quide successful i observing ther additional
esolution you proposed. “ith this letier I am enclosi:g the r‘.sp nse you recsuested
to the two guesticns Hhat should be faced frim our careful and Peflective readiLg

Wil

of the Holy 2ula, as well 2s ths address and i ventory you requested.
K} Y e

'?hinf"‘ haw been going aleong very busily since T waw ab the abbey in January,
for it was just #fter my return here that the Holy Father made His hapry pause in
’haf, an event that was! OCf course the Baharians are not as exuberant
as the Hewicans are, but % hey wer: verv enthusiastic really sboub his VlSl’b, from
the top gevernrent officials down. People are kidéing Bighop Leorrrd that he is
now on a u.rs t-nare basis with the Hply Father, ready for nis ad limina visit ic
early fay. A% the pam sh things have besn humming and tonight at the Ho.y Thurscay
iass < .1111 sea some of the ta-gible fruits of my e efforss as 50 childrven of the
pawish will receive their "irst HelyCommunion. -ather rarclnn is going to join
me at the 'ss, for he still feels so close o the people of tids parish which
he Founded 13 yeavs 2ro. [ had these children undsr ::‘.st*'ucU_! cn ezch Saturday
since lash Sepberter. Sub rignt oltor -oster I w_ll be initiating e ipstruci‘.ion
of a grmp of 13-ysnr olis ar ~Lovi, . 4 : : 1
. in Jime. ind b

Hag
Lagsau,

2 e

Zrat ig scqaﬁuled for *he week of Ascension.
Several times I have reminded *he Bishop of my willingness and desire n ssrve
on Jru Salvadeér or cne of the sther of the family islands, tut he always reminds
of the dearth o priests, which one cannot deny. Presently Father Silvan flies
to aq ualv:wor‘ .w" ohe week-onds 1men thare is LOCT G h nlana, 2x
ise 11."13" cuh weily ¥ Sre e
Zoth mver

N
SEOSANN G}

I come Jnto freacue rt cca;act with
¥ of th#ir erperieaces in the

$ : ; nash
noiay lunca g vn-utage req. * thus
+he Bishcp and wibth swme of ‘hess v:sn.i.ors om‘ a8
churches al which ‘hey hove helped.

= aav., moh hea anry tall or rumors abcut abbabizl candidates or whsther you
wruld acczot a re-eleoction this sumcr at the cloction; bub my perscnal feeling
is “hat T hrpe yeu »ill accep+ she onus arain., T bhelieve you hwe dene a fine
job of keening the community pretir well uopenh\,r, and you havs such a desth of
experience Lo Graw upon n the wiss govarni o? the ccmmunity. 111 of us sre
saddened by the reports of Father Cornelius' continued decline; bub he is the

object of mamy prayers belng offerec te God.
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18 april 1379

The Reversznd Richard Eekyoth, 0.3.38.
Saint Augustine's Monastery

Box N-3940

Naggou, Jhamae

Deax Father Richard:

Thank you £ny yeour letter of the 12¢h, for your Lenten Iaventory, the
i1ist of yeur nearest relatives and your wesponae to the twe guestions.
These wezre well done, and I am haopy to know thet your reselutions
fizted In well with the twe that yov nad gubmitted o Prior Flias,
3ince you have hsd a jood Lenten seaszon, I 2m confident Yhat the veasa
and joy of these Baster days willl cortinwe with you.

T apprecilate what you wrote ahout your work at the parish and your
continued willingness to serve om om2 of the out islands, I wish that
T had more men to send tc the Bahamaa or that there were some hope of
Father Cornclius’ being adle to return. That does nol seem at all
1ikely because he continves to grow weaker, &s do Fithers Basil and
Tenls. Father Romuald suffered e hesvt aitack, apd Is in the corenary
care unit at the Saint Cloud Jospital. I anointed him lask evening
and he seeme to have hed a Fafrly good night, His death would resily
craate difficulties in staffing, e:pecially since Father Xwnneth will
ke returning to Califoruia.

Spring ¢ame on Esster Sumdsy and we hsve had a couple of wnice deys since
then., It is raining néw and honefully these showers will briang Moy
flovers,

There do not seem to he many rumors about abbailal cimdidetes, at lsast
1 do not hear of them, I have not come to 2 final Jdecisisn whether T

will accept re-ziection; if the vote were strong I probebly would,
though there are days when I dream of & small 1lietle parish or even =z

chapiafncy.,

Wwith greetings to all at the monastery, &nd with every good wizh, T am

Devotedly youva,
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THE HERMITAGE
BOX 187
NASSAU, BAHAMAS

e Crm A AIDUTH T T RO
7 : \

D AUL LEONARD

By the Mercy of God and Favour of the Apostclic See
Bishop of Nassau

QFFICIAL LETTER OF APPOINTMENT

With the approval of the Very Reverend Jerome Theisen, 0.5.B.
Abbot of St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minnesota, I hereby
appoint Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.%.3., to be pastor of the
Churches in South Andros (St. Robert Church, St. Gertrude Church,
Sacred Eeart Church) and the churches 4in the Mangrove Cay area
(St. Benedict Church, St. Boriface Church and Holy Angels Church).
This appeintment will be effective October 13, 1979 and will
remain in effect until further notice. From the date of the
appointment you are to assume all the duties of a pastor, accord-

“ing to the Law of the Church.

Before assuming your duties you are to make the Profession of
Paith, as required by Canon 1409 paragraph 1, number 7, and the
Oath Against Modernism (Pius X Hot. Pro. 1910), This oath is to
be taken bafore any priest of your choice, whom I hereby delegate

to witness the same.

Given at Nassau from our Chancaxry
this /7% day of September, 1979.

+ m-gg—c‘aﬂ“"é@_ %;{Q_‘%%
N

Bishdp of Nassau

e L
S bt Sy K TS5
{ 2z L

e
Vice '« OHancellor <
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253 October 197¢

"he Reverend Blchar! Bckroth, 0.S.RE.
Mangreve Cay
Andros, Dahemas

Dear Father Pichard:

Thank you for your recent letter. Thank you as well for your zood winhes
and prsjers oa the ocession of wy hiessing. 1 think the d2y went very
well since he communiry had sn oppoxiumitr to celehrate the liturny, o
Giscuur wnastic 1.;na13, and to shave & merl tozether, T wae amezef 2t
the rowher monts that rerurned for tha Jey: T wowrld fudje that adows 200
were gresent for the ceremsnies.

T learaned somethiny, about you migsion churches from Parher Hermsnm “ind.
T wad & pond talk with him about twwe or three -eehs nzo. Ue ~0ld e abret
‘the buildinss that he constructed 2nd about the diificvitiar of ministerinmy’
to a number of churches. Yes, Fzther Herman was very handy in comsiTuciing
puildinzs and {u serving the people of #he fslands. But T am rure that you
2ls0 hive vour talenmta im the area of maintensnce and construction, 1 am
sure you will do an excellent job in maintalnins the various minsion build-

e,

Fzzher Rupect Schieifels had a series of heart attacks this naast weekend
e iv resting comfortably mow in DPivine Redeemer Hospital {n South Saint
Paul, but T #ssume thet he will need many weeks of rest before he takes
up another assignment. You might cemember slso in your oreyers Fn‘xnr
Jeremy Murphy who 1s {n our health center and who finds it diEfteuly

breathe because of bis emphvaema.

If you have any comments on the statement I prepared fox the 4ay of rhe
hleseing, plesse semd them in me, T took oulte a Ffew motes last Fridey
durias the discugsiom but I would like to recelve any move commente amn
the statement.

I wish you w2ll in your work

Freterasliy,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.5.5.

J1fev
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P ur(m tice's Honastery
Lassz au, Sanhanas
Getobar 7, 1979

Dear Father Abbot,

Thank tou very much for the vury nersonal n
tke carbon copy of ycvr rasponse G Jlu"lop Eararty ab
Lo sa%e care of the churches on South “ndros and Tangrove 8
Jearn fror that response tha you have in ming 2 v131t Lo the 3ah
foresecable future. Tou cante sure thit £ i1 B0 bassau %o visit with you
at that Jnc._ The riishop has ny off‘"'cially or the trree
crurches ong South ingros end aleo rma has Teen
tending s¢ capably on lanzrove Cay. ; day of
hils wnek .o take up residence “nere. T hops te be atle to wakc some arm nre;;en'b
azrove Gay be hold Sunday C’-m'"cl‘: also, bvrt the twe islands are separated
f open ocean, so one is wve ch depen denu upon uﬂC weau.leﬁ *‘m
*‘er*:rem" ferry that pli es tez::ecat
~ ugabiier. 3zcause of t‘le L S!sters of
the “rie st tcere and on = uth

hx b ﬁ.sln ’16. Abou

s yeu sent ne receatly, and tne: for
24 his recuest thd 7 be zppointed
rlad

ey 'T‘U’ﬂ t‘np u’f 3

i'ass rosy davs o
ving o fit the shees of

a 1"‘ n3y perssin "r\ i

iculy

LTrove u
r-u’:,"

for Yhe Twic s’t.“* Senase n*eet..nr‘ 11(, txc 31‘ b : t“:.r p* @SUS.
For contac’’ ne in emer-anci ss it w g Daub & e monssvery
cr the —ishon, »3dd 3 racdioc. A ( (7

’ o ’ ’ R ’ 0'5,5)
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Manerove Cay, Bahamas
February 21, 1980
Dear Father Abbot,

Thanks very much for the saad-on's you have been heving sent cut from the bbbey,
containing the various spiritual discussions and papers that you and others have been
giving to the community at St. John's, along with the other community news. And a special
thanks for the personal note you sent about Christmas time. Tappreciated it very much,
for Christmas here was ouite different from any I had previously celebrated. Starkly
simple! Very much like it must have been for Christ at His entry into this world of
mortals.

But here it is already the beginning of Tent, Last evening I initigted the season

with the people of Mangrove €ay with a fine turn out of people at the Services last evening
when we had Stations and Benediction and the imposition of ashes., Tomorrow I hope to cross Qi\\
over to South And-os and tomorrow evening ha:e a similar ceremony at the north end of the .
island before I proceed south for the night, to have similar ceremonies on Saturday at both
Kemp's Bay and at Little Creek where I reside on that island. Kittle Creek is located about
25 miles south of where T land at Driges Hill, which is about 5 miles from my first church
at High Pock. On Sunday I hope to get back to Mangrove Cay for evening Mass and most of the
week to be spent on this island again. Last Sunday it was very windy and stormy; I made it
adross the 3 miles of open ocean, but got thoroughly drenched 1n the process. But, that is &)
one of the appects of the life in trying to care for two diffe-ent islands. For my Lenten %Q

R

resolutions I would like to submit the following:

Self denial in the form of giving up pop corn which I still love as much as I did in S
earlier years. %
Tmprovement in being more earnest in my lectio divina, right now concentratiigg on Q

A Abbot Marmion's CHRIST THE IDEAL OF THE PRIESTS again. Y

For the summ er I wo ld ask your approval on my plan for summer vacation., We are allowed, §
l wecks amay from our assignment; so I would like to return to St. John's on Jyne 16th, v,m:?.ci"yt\v
I can do in one day, possibly wven from “angrove Cay, mdke the commnlty r~treat a% St. fohn's
and also et in on the centenniel celebraticns scheduled for that bime,- especially to see my
classmate Archhishop Rembert Weakland, perhaps spend up to 2 wegk with my 9l-vear o0ld Dad
in Mandan and other relatives there, and then back at St. John's for the jubilees on July 1lth,
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5 March 1980

‘The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.5.B.
Wigsrove Cay
Andros, Bahomas

Dear Pacher Rdechard:

Thank you for your letter of Februery 21, 1980, Your descrintion of trevels
£2an one laland to anscher indicatesthe wide-ranginz ministry that youv have.
Tt 1s fortunate tha: you are in good health because it takea a stirony pevson
to travel frow one island to emother snd from one mission station to anothex.
T suspect thot your busyness keens you from getting lomely bui thar yea de
have rime to spend wirh vourself in aclitude,

1 zertainly epprove of your pisns for aummer vacatlon. Since you will arrive
at Seint John's cn June 16, you wilil be in time for the community retreat and
for the Congress of 3enedictinee. Leter you will recelve the full schedule
of the vetreat and of the Congress cvents, I am suve it will be a very
plessant time for you to meet your classmaie Archbiuvhop Rembert Weaklend. "It
will a’eo Y a frultful event to meet and listen to Cardinal ‘fume. The
Consrese lias been on the drawing boards for over two years and I exnect that
3¢ will be a wery happy event for the Benedictines cf this area,

1 2w bepuy to see that you tAke your lectio divina seriously., I will prepsere
2 confereace for the communlty om the subject sf lectio ¢ivina and you =»1il
receive 1t sometime In April. T have come to reelize again the importance of
ceflcctive reading of the seriptures or of some other soiritual book,

Pather Cormelius 18 very waak. Lagk week we anointed him and reslly did not
axgect him o Iive much longer, He rallied a bit but Ls st{1ll rather rired
and weak, It 15 qelte clear that he fs preparing himself for ceath.

It will be tnformative for me to discusa the situatiom of Saint Auzustine's
Prigvy when you return nex:t June., In che near future I will want to visit
the Bahamas and to assess the momsstic life of the priory. I exnect that I
cannot dy thls until next fall. I am gathering reports about the work of our
monks on the ialands and about the state of monasticism at Salnt Auzustine's
Priory.

The blewsings of lent bhe with you!

Fraternslly vouwrs,

Abbot Jerome Theigen, 0.S,B.

JT/ ev
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Every two months from one of the
out islands of the Bahamas comes a let-
ter from Fr. Richard Eckroth, the col-
lection of which will eventually form a
significant body of information for the
island historian. In mid October the
letter began with “September this year
had for me very much of a death
character. Mid September I did not get
to Nassau for the usual monthly
meeting with the bishop and other
priests, for I had to preach a big ser-
mon to the inter-denominational Con-
go #1 Burial Society of South Andros.
They had asked Bishop Burke to come
and preach, but naturally he had to be
in Nassau at the meeting with the other
priests; so he asked me to stay home
and preach for him. About every five
years they have their annual celebra-
tion at one of my churches; this year
was their 87th anniversary.

“A burial society is a very important
feature of native life. Everyone wants
to be sure that when they die, they are
given a proper burial; and membership
in such a society assures this. They
have monthly dues to pay, and a

special fee at the death of any member. *;m:r(ﬁ :

They visit the dying person regularly
to care for their needs, especially food
and sympathetic presence.

“When the person dies, they build a
coffin, dig the grave, have a ‘setting up’
(wake) all through the night between
the death and the burial, which by law
has to be within 24 hours of death, for
there is no embalming in the out

‘islands. Plenty of black coffee is drunk

through the night, and the favorite
songs of the deceased are sung over
and over again; and plenty of visiting
goes on. The men unofficially drink
plenty of rum, too, in the course of the
night. The Society carries the coffin
and body to the church, and thence to
the cemetery, with a brass band if one
is available; but a brass band is becom-
ing a rare thing now, even in Nassau
where they have a good supply of
musicians. So you see, membership in
these burial societies is an important
feature-in the native culture. The con-
gregation seemed to like what I said,
and they treated me to a cake and soda
afterwards.” )

. Father Egbert
continued from page 10

the pastoral ministry and during the
next forty years was stationed in

parishes and chaplaincies in
Minnesota, North Dakota, and
California. .

One of his-longest assignments was
the direction of Saint Mary’s Chippewa
Mission at Redlake, Minnesota, for
twelve years. During this time he pro-
vided not only for the spiritual needs of
his flock, but worked zealously for
their material advancement. He im-
proved farm operations, developed an
outstanding livestock and dairy herd,
repaired and expanded the school
facilities, and found time to be a bus
driver and coach of athletic teams. In
his apostolic ministrations he placed
much emphasis on the practice of a
joyous prayer life. He was also in-
terested in the charismatic movement.

Afflicted with a serious kidney ail-
ment during much of his life, he ac-
cepted his frequent operations and
treatments patiently and kept active as
long as possible.
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My dearest ones, September, 1980

So many things have happened during the month of August, some very happy, some not so happy.
that T thought I ought to write abcut some of them before they got' too far from my memary. )
The weather was not the most pleasant, for it was hot and muggy through the whole month, with
plenty of rains, even torrential ones! But rarely did the rains have the happy effect of
clearing the air and making things fresh again. But at least we were spared the ravages of
the hurricane of the century which they named ALAN.

Two early happy events of the month of August were the ordinations of two promising young
Bahamians to the prissthood, with yet a third one ordained to the role of Deacon., That nw
hrings the number of native Bahamlan priests to four, snc for this everyone is grateful,
Another special event of the month was the meeting in Nassau of the 14 bishops who make up the
Antilles Conference of Bishops, to which the Bahamas belmgs, I had nothing to do with the
actual deliberatlons of these men, but I was i- Massau for the festive opening celebration Mass
for the event, And then I had the privilege of having Bishop Brian Hennessey of Bermuda come
out to the islands with me for the weekwend. T had chartered a plane to take him with me to
Mangrove Cay, along with another bishop and the pastor from Horth Andros, for our islands are
not far apart, His time was limited on the islands, so I had announced over the Bahamas radio
that we would have a Saturday evening Mass on Mangrove Cay, which was very festive and well
attended; then we crossed in the boat over to South Andros before nightfall, It was quite
late, and I did net have much goed food in my refrigerator, so we decided to eat out at the one
resort on the island. They were still suffering from the shortage of gasoline and diesel fuel,
and at the resort they had none to run their generator, so we ate our medll in the dark. I hope
it looked as good as it tasted, for I never did get a view of the meal, Ironically the very
next Saturday a tug from Nassau towed in the crippled fuel tanker so it could unload its pre-
cious cargo, and the islamd could once again get inte action, Anyway we spent a pleasant
evening visiting together, with my own generator giving off plk nty of paver untll it was time
to retire. I had forgobtten to tell the bishop that there was plenty of mosquito spray on
hand, and he was too much the gentleman to wake me up to seek scme, but spent most of the night
fighting the bupggers. I guess they were attracted to his new blood and really gave him a
miserable night, He willnever forget the Bahamas after this experience. He preached at the
two masses on Sunday which were well attended, and then I made a lunch at the Sisters?!s Gonvent
which i5 vacant in the summer; and--after a period of relaxing we went to the airport to get
him back on the charter plane to Nassau and more meetings scheduled for that evening. The 3:00
charter plane did not arrive until 5:15, which was almost time for the regular Bahamasair
flight to Nassau. There was a huge crowd of people for the flight, and I had spoken with the
ticket agent about getting the bishop on the plane if the charter did not arrive. I had made
temporary reservations for the bishop at Mangrove Cay the week before, but the agent at South
Andros had no centact by radio or phone with the Manrrove Cay agent so the only way he could
have honoréd the reservation I had made would have been if the plans cams first to South Amros
and then gone on to Mantrove Cay. But when the charter planme showed up I quickly hustled the
bishop into it and then I drove hurrisdly down the road to get to the beat dock in the hope that
the ferryman might have walted for me, for he was supposed to leave at 5:00. But happily he
did wait for me and I got safely to the Mangrove Cay shore for an evening Mass with the people
at Little Harbour. :

- South Andros had no gasoline for sale for a full four weeks, and already that time has been
surpassed on Mangrowe Cay, with still no end in sight for the arrival of a fuel boat to Man-
grove Cay, Such mis-management is incredible, I ckily I provided for such events; which occur
with a certain regularity, for I keep about 25 or 30 gallons of gasoline in reserve at my
rectory on South Andros, and more than 100 gallons on reserve on Mangrove Cay, for the truck
there uses so much gasoline.

Another very happy event was the return & the end of the month of the Sisters of Mercy
from Maine. Only two arrived at this time. One from last year will not return for a year,
and her replacement will rot come until January, and the third one from last year has been
delayed hy the recent serious 1llness of her mother. But the la test word is that her mother
.3 tmproving and that she ought to arrive here soon. T was a bit embarassed at the early ar-
rival of the Sisters, for T had "lifted" the battery from their VW van for my truck which
suddenly needed a new battery, and there was a delay in the arrival of a new one from Nassau,
But it 21l worked out smoothly, for they had amother VW truck to use for the few days they
would be on Mangrove Cay before moving to South Andros for six weeks.

But a very sad note occurred the weekend of the return of the Sisters. One of our elderly
parishioners, a woman of 75, became lost diring the night. and simply disappearsd somewhere in
the jungle like bush of Mangrove Cay. I was perhaps the last one tosee her alive, for I took
her home from church that night of her disappearance. I did not take her right to her door,
for she lived up a big hill which is not usually accessible to a big truck like mine, but I
took her to the bottom of her hill and then shined the truck lights up her path until she was
out of sight; but then she must have become confused, for she never went home, but began wan-
dering about the island., With a group of men T trampled through the bush looking for her,
then they had a U.S, Coast Guard helicopter looking for her, and finally police dogs from Nas-
sau, but we never did find her. Just gives you an idea of how thick and jungle like it is right
up to the back door of the houses here. They now tell me that it occurs regularly that people
go into the bush and simply never return. [Even young people who should know their way have
disappeared; but this was a waman who kd lived 75 years on this island!
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. 2,

With the turn of the page it is now October. With all the rush st Christmas, it might just
happen that this could be the last letter-vou will receive from me until the heolddays. I in-
tend to write a Christmas letter, but the postal service here is se unpredictable; so consider
yourself greeted for a Blessed Christmas and New Year. In dugust I received several "air mail"
letters that were posted in the States in January anc February, as well as several that were
posted in nearby Nassau in June. Maybe August is clean-out month for the Bahamas Postal Service.
A rowboat from Nassau would not take that much tims to get out herel

Big change thit came with October was that I have L Masses to offer on each Sunday. This
year I am holding morning church on Mangrove Cay, and avening church on South Andros, the oppo-
site of last year, to give the people a chapge, That means a 9:30 Mass at Little Harbour's
Holy Angells Church, then a big celebratiom in the bikgest church of all at 11:00 at Pinders
Settlement's St. Benedict's Church. Then while some of the women teach CCD for an hour I fix
myself a lunch, and after lunch take all the kids and remaining adults to their homes. Then
T still have an lour or so to listen to baseball, fontball or take a rest until it is time to
go to the boat at the south end of the island for a L:00 o!clock crossing of the ocean to South
Andros. I was lucky through the last weeks of Saptember and early October in not getting
drenched, for this has been a very rainy season, even without a hurricare to stir things up
worse. ihen T land at Scuth Andros I usually have to hurry to my bus parked at the Baptist
Proacher's house a quarter mile dawn the island, pick up s few parishioners and get to High
Rock Settlemwent!s St. Robert's Church about 7 miles away for a 5:00 p.m. Mass. VWhen that Mass
is finished I have to take the bus another 15 miles or so to Little Creek's Sacred Heart Church
near the south emd of the island, picking up people all aleng the way, even a caxple English
families, teachers who lhave come this year from England; and sometimes I have to go back and
make a second run before I cah start the 7100 Mass. After Mass it regularly takes 2 bus loads
to take the people home again beforc I can return to my rectory and fix a la‘e supper amd relax,
Tt is going to be a strenuoms year, but at least the people cannot complain that they have no
chance to go to Mass. Onc of thess English couples is really Anglican, but there is no Angli-
can church near for them to sttend, so they fell quite comfar table worshiping witn us.

I had an interesting crossing of the ocean between the islands again recently. T was cross-
ing frow South Andros to Mangrove Cay. T.e hoatman did not check the gas in his tank. ihen we
got about a mile from the Mangrove Cay shors we suddenly ran out of gasoline. Ve were still
in the deep channel, so he could nct use his 9-foot pole to move us closer tc shore, and he had
no oars to use either; so we just drifted! ILuckily the tide w=3 coming in from the big open

"sea, so eventually it would. ecarry us up the channel between the isl nds with the chance that
someone would see our plight and rescue us, In a rather futile effort he tried to use his pole
as an oar, but you know he could not make much headway in that manner. After more than an haur
of drifting we got into shallower water and he wes al le Lo touch bottom with his pole and then
gradually move us t¢ shore, but far fram owr proper cestination. .lell, at lesst we made it %o
shore, and thovgh I was very latefor church, there were stilla few people waiting for me, But
I was sure glad that the tide was coming in and not going out that time!l

The recent rains seem to have brought out some of tho creatures of the island. I do not
mind the many varieties of lizards that 2bund, for I azpreciate the mosquitoes and bugs that
they catch with their lightning-like tongues; ut T got kinda shooked the other day when T
reached in my cupboard and brought out a soup bowl and saw some creature scurrying around
inside it. Closer inspection proved it to be 2 young scorpion, about an inch and a half long,
but flexing its poisonous tail in a real menacing, adult fashion. Heedless to say I quickly
annihilated it! And one Sunday in Church I was sitting listening to the lector read the first
Scripture readings when I noticed something dark down at the foot of my chair, It proved to be
a big black-brown terrantula spider, with a leg-spread of about k inches. The server plucked
him up with a quick prasp behind his head and removed him. Yuuck, T hate spiders, most espe-
cially in that sizel

Along the roads the signs do not announce a CURVE, but rather a BEND in the road., They must .
have run out of signs for right-handed bends, far along one stretch where there is a dangercue
right curve, they have a sign for BEWD, but with the fizure for a left-handed curve. If you
really would go left you would drop into the sea.....Tires go fast here; I just replaced a
palr on the truck, worn down evenly thrrugh the 2nd layor of treads, but with less than 9,000
miles on them. And on South Andros T have already boupht the hil: new tire for the bus which
gets more mileage than the truck because of the langer distances between points m that island.

This past summer I almos t got re-assigned from these beloved islands of South Andros and
Mangrove Cay. A real need arose in Nassau for a new pastor ai the largest black parish in the
city, Our Lady's Church., It is in a really rough district of the city and full of problems,
Wwith a funeral at least omce a week., With thu role would be the job of breaking in a new
Bahamian priest. I begged off as earmestly as I could, and the bishop agreed with me over the
personnsl board because he wants me in the worst way to build a new church on South Andros.

I have plane in the making, but we still have not received title to the property from the Angli-
can Church, The Anglican bishop h2s told me personally they have approved the transfer of
title, but so far their business office has not actually done the deed; so we cannot start our
thing.....I bet I can make your mouth water tellin; yo: of the oddles of fresh limes amd fresh
avocados I am gathering repularly from the trees in my church yard. They are one of the rewards
for the rigors of the life down here. Soon some of the oranges should be ripening too.

PR . :
[} s vt ‘. Lo . I

ER
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St. Benedict!'s Church
Mangrove Cay, Andros, Bahamas
May 12, 1981

Dear Father Abbot,

I'm sorry that I have let so much time slip by without writing a letter to you; but
likely you have heard of me indirectly through some of the confreres to whom I write as
regularly as 1 write to anyone, like Fr, Benjamin, Fr. Fabian, Fr. Arnold Dittberner, Fr.
Omer, to mention a few, In 2ine with the =ood word you gave when you were mo$t recently
in Nassau, I have made arrangements to came north on June 1lst. I shouldget to the abbey
that same eveming, most likely by limousine from the Minneapolis airport, for my fligh®
from Nassau by way of Atlanta is Bastern flight #278 into Minneapolis at L:5h p.m. T would
hope to go out to Mandan, N.D. on June 2nd, most likely with my brother Charles from St.
Joseph for the centenniel celebration of our home parish in Mandan of St. Joseph to be held
on June 3rd and following. Many of the family plan to come together at that timey so it will
also be a family reunidn with my Dad who is now 92. I inbtend to return to St. John's in time
for the opening of retreat on June 8th and then spend the rest of my time until June 25th at
the abbey. My return flight to Nassau is made out for June 25th.

Just this evenin: when T returned from South Andros T received your most recent sending:
your oun letter, the statement on vacations and the chaplains letters, “Yommunity.and copy
of the Record. Thanks very muoch for sending all these items on to me so regularly; T do enjoy
this conbact with the deings at St. John's. Also a copy of Fr, Alfred's CONFRERE arrived in
th~ same maily and this is always interesting to peruse. Todav's was a real calm crossing
of thd oceazn waters between South Andros and Mangrove Cay; but T have experienced some real
hair-raisers or -grayers this past wintér. But only once 8id T miss getting across and another
time T mde it there by flying across in an airplane. The Sunday I missed getting across
even the pilot would not fly,it was so stormy. But with the present hot sultry weather moving
in, I am most earerly looking forward to srme dool days at the Abbey. I really do hope that
the next time you pet to the Bahamas you will make it a point to corme out here where I an

stationed; it is quite a different world from what you have ssen in Nassau.
: i : Fraternally,
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13 october 1981

The Reveremd Alchard Eckro:l, 0,5,B.
Saint Benedici’'s Church

Mamzrove Cay

Andros, Bahuums

ixar Facher ichaxd:

e Tlomeveming c2iebration has come and govnz for anasrher year, We
tostr the football gawre to Twstavus Adolphus Luz srhecwioe i was a
very socc2ssful celebrasion, Ifr. "By iz receivel he Tather
tial-er Beger Awavd for his many years of serrice on :he :overninz
beavda oF the miversity amd Soc his continval efforrs ' & raige
fannda Taz che wmlvers:i y, PFathar Mavsin Schirbev and F- her Colman
Mrry J = mouy nlumni :: rhe’s mini-clasge- o Saturday morning,

[ was adle -o visit wizh meny rlTummi; includin: Sena:n: David
tucealer ¢, af-or che feotbell ywme and ducin~ the randi~lizhi
Jlanar (o 20 tB1L, '

ez farusday we keld the funeral far Fahe: ¥nle i Thelesn, ‘e
served your home perislh for fire years, frem 1937 o 132, T am
3are yoo cemewher his work et thav time, 7T umdevzrand tha' he wes
2lsc iavolsed in bulldlu, o remodeliny the schoosl in Mandzy, He
cev:ainly wne o wvery hard worker furimz his loa 1I1f2 33 » momk

ad o priesc, - ke war hand,; wlth toeolr 2nd war mo. af 11d oF physical
labor. ’ - : :

Tast Junday ©he Ticexe of Naaadg :meal od 1°: new bishop, 1 was
napp; that Bishop levmard could av:end the ordinacion and alag
recei-e 2cclaim from the people of the diocese., I Jdeclled mor =
arrend the ordinstion because I was przvicusly ascheduled {oo a
wnrkahop im Say Claire, Wisconsin, and also I waated to speak with
tize bishop wore & lelsare when I vis!: Naseau fn February., T am
sure ve had wany Jenedictines at the ordimatien scauvice. T+ ism,
iadeed, s new aye For the church of Nassau. I i3 o ne:r are slso
for he monsstery of Saiar Augustinc,

Ycatevday T aoticed scmokc coming from he shock siac. 70 ke
inciperacor, e havz not besun o buru garbage as yet bur the
employeez are testing the uew Tutmace. By November wo should have
3 regular run of garbage trucks to che power plan-, 1+ will
sertaialy cut into oui expenses for heatiny the caspus »uildings,
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The “evevend Richard Felroth, 6.5.8.
13 Ocreber 1981
Fa e w0

I wish you wall in your work.
The Lord z blessings -ocasin with youl

Pratemally,

Abbot Jerooe Theisen, 0,S.B.

Jilev
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St, Benedicv's Churck

Mangrove Cay, Andros

October 22, 1981
Near Father Ahbot,

What a privileged joy it was to receive your letter this morning when I came across
to Mangrove Cay from South Andros. Ordinarily T would have come across only Sunday
evefiing to have mass with the people here; but this week I came across early in order
to meet the mail boat out of Nassau, for I was hoping that they would have my rew
Datsun parish pns on the boat this trip., And as it turned out, T was not disappointed,
for this evemng at high tide the mail boat came flying in tec the dock at Iittle Harbour.
Right awav one of the boys from the church hopped on his bicyele and cmme dow:n here
at St. Benedict's to call me, T'll have to wailt for tomorrow moruing to get the bus,
for they have to wait for low tide to get the boat even near the dock lsvel sc that it
fan be driven safely off. It was a close squeeze, for the afterdeck of the mail bat
is cuite low, and they had to deflate the tires of the bus to diive it on in Nassau.

T took no chances of losing it in these stormy seask as many a car and firuck have been
lost out here Ly going over the edge of the boat in bad seas, so I took out a special
marine insurance to cover its passage out here. It is a very new, 1982 Datsun 15-passen-
ger bus with a diesel engine, so 0 look foreard to many years of good service from it.
Price was not bad eivher, considering the 524 import duty on such vehicles into the
Bahamas. $10,550.00 was the finish price. We had been scrimping ad saving for a long
time out here to purchase it; so we had the money to pay for it upon delivery. I had
maid for it when T went in to Nassau for the ordination of Bishop Burke. So the

purchase of the bus added to the momentous character of that week, which included the

. beautiful farewell for Bishop Paul Leomard. I don't think there was a dry eye in the
Cathedral at the farewell for him, the day after the ordination of Bishop Burke. All

of us Benedictine's were able to get to Nassau for both events, including Father Herman
from San Sddvador, who even had to miss his Sunday schedule because of the difficulty

of travel., I had some difficulty myself to get there on time, but I succeeded. Saturday
night T offered Massss at the principle sebtlements on South Andwos, slept in my house
there near the south end of the island, then rose very early Sunday morning to get on

the rcoad about 6:L5 in order to get to Driggs Hill at the north end of the island where
T had charbered the Baptist minster to take me across to ‘langrove Cay in his fast motor
boat., My truck was waiting for me at the Mangrove Cay share, and I picked up people
all along the road for 1 celebration for all the island at St. Benedict's Church at

8:30. Af%er Mass T took sht people home amd then waited for a friend to pick mee up

and thke me tec the airport for the noon plane. Good Fr. George Wolf met me and a lot

of the people from South Andros and Mangrove Cay with the school bus from St. Augustine's
and took the people where they necded to go and then me to St. Augustine's far a lunch
with a host of Jesuit visitors from Jamaica and Boston, After a short break he took

all of uws again in the school bus to the Cathedral grounds for the very impressive
ordination rites. This was the first time T had witnessed the revised ordination rite
ard T found it most impressive and rich in symbolism. It was great to have Bishop

Paul Leonard there in the good care of Bro, Andrew, but i% was a disappointment not to
find you there; but I guess everyone knew the reason you could not attend.

When ¥on <o come here in February T hope vary much that yam will have enough time
to come out here to Andros where T am stationed; it is really qmide a unique station!

We will have 5 flights out to Mangrove Cay and Scuth Andros this winter, and this is the
schedule if you can look ahead to such a visit: It is a round trip: Nassau-Mangrove Cay-
South Andros-Nassau Sunday, Tuesday, Friday mornings 10:LS, Monday & Wednesday 3:30 p.r.
I'd like to set it up that we would come together Lo one island , travel across the
water to the othe  island by beat and leave sgain for Nassau fro:- the other island.

Air fare is the same for both islands. Of course I'r. Herman also wants you to come to
San Salvador, but he has oly 2 flighls per wesk from Nassau, Mondays and Thursdays.

Now if you can stay a couple weeks I woyld see no broblem in your visiting all of us
in our stations. Was so sorry tc hearf of the death of Fr. Valem%e were very

close friends. Fraternally, /72— .
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Monks who use cars should report any malfunction to the prior or procu-
rator. Any damage to a car or injury to passengers should be reported
immediately to the prior or procurator. All automobiles of the corpora-
tion are insured by a fleet insurance policy which covers the car, the
driver, and the passengers.

The abbot may give individuals permission to have the use of a car for
their work either at the abbey or away from the abbey. The procurator
assigns cars for this purpose. Upon retirement or on completion of the
assignment for which the use of a car was permitted, the keys for the
car are returned to the procurator so that the car can be assigned to
someone else or designated for general use.

Monks may not accept the gift of a car without permission of the abbot.
Cars received as gifts become part of the abbey fleet and are to be turned

CABINS

The cabins at Swenson Lake and Eagle Lake were given to St. John's Abbey
for recreational use by members of the abbey. In order to share these
facilities as equitably as possible among the members of the community
the prior observes the following guidelines in scheduling reservations:

a) The cabins should not be reserved for use by parties which do not
include any Saint John's monks.
b) Use of either of the cabins should not be scheduled more than six

montths in advance. :

¢} Cabins should not be scheduled for a period of more than seven
consecutive days by members of the same party.

d) During the summer months (June, July, August) a second or third use
of either cabin by members of the same party should not be scheduled

“more than seven days in advance.
e) The names of all persons in a party using one of the cabins should

be left with the prior before departure..

‘i

CLAUSURA

Sections of the monastery are marked by clausura. Monks may not enter-
tain students or other lay persons in their rooms. Guest parlors are
designed for this purpose. A superior may make exceptions for particu-
lar persons, times, and places.

CLOTHING

The formal garb is the monastic habit. It is customarily worn in choir
and on other formal community occasions. For many formal activities
the clerical shirt and suit are also appropriate. When monks choose to
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29 October 1982

The Reverend Richsrd Eckroth, 0.5.8,
3aint Benedict's Church
Mangrove Cay, Andros, Bahamss

Deay Pather Richard:

I hope that your work {s going well on the Island of Andros! It was
good to have the opportunity to alk to you this summer and to Fiad
out from yourself about the progress of your work,

On Wednesday evening we held v ceremony of commmal anolnting for the
sick and the elderly of the monzastic community, Ii was a movinz cere-~
wony. It took place in the sanctuary of the abbey church and it con-
stituted our evening service, #11 the monks {mwosed hsnds on the sick
and the elderly nnd joined {u ths litanjy durinxz the actual anointing
with 541, 1t is good te schedul2 chis ceremon; frox time to time for
i1t assiate our semse of solidarity with the vemerable members of cur
community.

Father Philip Kaufman underwent by-pass surgery [or wessels in his
heart, T: was discovered recently that his wessles, o: 2t least some
of them, were nearly plugged and the heart was recelving very lirtle
blood. %e is doing well after the operation which “ook nlace at the
Metropolitar Medicel Zenter in the Twin Cities,

On Saturday, November 6, we will hold » smell and quiet velebration

of Bishop Leonard Hagarty's S0th amiversary of monastic profession,

We have invited his {mmediste family *o the event and alero the nurses
whe work with him in the health center, The bishop ic laoking forward
to th: celebration and the visit with his brothers and sisters, We have
decided not to invite his many friends for the lier must indeed be very
long and we do not have room for them at this time of the year.

The fall of the year ia the time to plant trees so our Srounds Committee
is buay planting & great variety of rrees on our campos., T doubt that
they are planting meny elm trees because the Dutch Elm Disease has taken
most of our elms in the past few years and it {s precisely these trees
that we need to replace, Ve have a number of monks who are very in-
terested in the gsrowunds arpund the university and abbey and they are
particularly concerned abotit the state of our trees.

I wish you well in your work! The Lord's blessings remain with you!

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerowe Theisem, 0,S.B.

J1/ev
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Sacred Heart Church

P.0. The Biuflf, 3outh Andros

Bahamzs

November 1k, 1982
Dear Father ibbot,

What a surprise end joy it was to receive your recent lether; gdad there was no

anparent resson to row me oub in it. T do very much appreciate a letter like Uids
from vruy it is another evidence of your deep and pegrsonal coacsrn [or me and all
Yhe cinfrerss en “usLed to yeour guidance. Thainkyiu v=ri mach for tie guldance ana
the pe-sonrl cn T have heard sorewhere thad you inb3nd to visit in the Bahamas
azain telcre e . visi*atimn. “‘nat is good; hu’ it woud pe eveniebier if y:u
ceuld manage S0 souseze i a visit te cne or the otlier of tle missicn: whore Fr, Brendan,
Fr, Herman c= m:seli serve abt the present yime., Pernaps you knoyg [0
that she anc intend to come out here te vis!t with me on So:ta irv.irns
Hessas the early days of TFslwusry. If vou do not get out ners yuurbn
pavhans she can giveyou 2 blow by blow ds sseriph o of Lnings here. I .:prJ{‘ o hor
foo “*ng 4o Souvh Anaros, for it rcoks like T will he residing qui‘e regula“l‘,r on this
51 7 al ne for re next few months, B:'.sﬂop nurke has assigned a S2-year o©ld Afriean
ssicnary Father Yo work rut here with me, Ir. Gsrard Scanian, S. M.A. by name. Heis
1iving ra ‘zagrove Say, and T ‘.ake care o she work on S u*n Amdros. He is zood amd
experienced - nd Ling fithed In viry Tu hess2 Lost col wegks., I beiilee he will b
put ner: with me onl- ansil June z»men he erpecls S0 he a:»swned to Cat Islamd after tne
resignation of %he Scarboro priest now serving there, who is geiting aleng in years, ai
old Chinese misti mmry. So Bishop Burke has decided to give me a bit of a breather,
lichbening 'uy load cmsidorably by having hin iake take cars of fie fpeorls on Mangreve
Cav until summer. He as "J.uO LlOod to soms of his cofreres, who shaff tie stalicne
cn dorih .m.ros, nis imwediste neightor to tne north Jf Mangrove Cay. It 1s close in
aistance, bub far in travel, for vhere is no travel betwean the islends unless you happen
small private plane, and he is *eari.,l of f1 ing in small craft. Anyway, for

s&so in

l‘u. 1 ui 37

T4

to hae a
She n o months T wili not have %0 rush morcss tle water a c:oUm,Lb Lipes eanh W eek,
and wnas 2 relief that is in the winler storms! n the o%oer hand T oam 1liabls ot
spoiled —:nd 1a~y and may noh want te go bael to the mers vugwed roui'n ne nert summer when
renss on Lo greener oas'm.res. But then T look back and remlnd mvself
was that winber I d:Ld nob o %0 cross the oceen s0 often. e b
~lud . g0 acress T ocould fret no. wakman for iove or momey % take me

acriss. T @@ 54%i1l) btoo stugid Yo mot know when mne should nol try %o go across.
Maybe i ucvu"‘ ‘o1 dangerous ir I nad my bost in th. water and would be liable to try to
;;) acr0ss when 1 showldnft., Zven nid week wien I ¢id finaliy get acruss it was a real
wet crossicg and the pecple were atlb wonaering how I got acruss. I gob soreore to take
m: the len-er bub safer routa from Lizoon Tpedr, 2 couple miles up tne bight, St11L

plent to do here on Scuth Andros, s-iritually and physically, so Twill not be iato

Lo0c much nischief, Senate ard pr}es+ meeting this —eck in Nassau, and I smsupzesed to
lead the spivitual pard of the recollection iz month; ~hen I nope o get enough

roofing material to pi5 z new roof on cne of “he chirches on tals isiand; nll Uhreo churele
hore nead a new roof, buh there are no Monies for 1t. T began last Sunday to offer 'lass
at *the middle church on the islsrg, St.Ger~trudd’s ab Kemp's Bay. 7 had not offered !Mass
there fcr more than 2 yearg, bu-, simply brought tie people by bus to Sacred Heart whera

I live, or St. Rub:rt's at the othor end of tre isloud where the Sisters iave thelr con-
vent,  “he wmmLe seem to be reuainely happy for the return of a full time resident prisst

on the island.

I havwe bee: hapny and surpeised o learn oceesicnally of e foatball success of 51,
John's. 4{he last T hoard “hey were L and O in “he conference; and I Lell btat Crnroddic
- had a coup’e d:zfeals; 30 1t Llooked Like Stv. John's was headed for a very successiul

;1. Too =e2d professiormal foctball cannot spezit so glowin ay. bBub then T hawe no
casion Lo wsben that cub cere anywar. On Maorgrove Cay T hava a T.V, set and can someti ¢
pick up Florida stations, but have no time to wateh Sunday foot bl 1 games. Oa South Androg
I 9p nrt have such luxuries, Qus a nice siereo in 'r’itr‘l reom Ir. Marcian upon his death
and rome o ad classical reccrds picked up from the 5. Johnis ibrary ~‘up11ca‘es.

With £ilial u;ma "%?e
//" LSy J)
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3 November 1983

Thé Reverend Richsard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
Sacred Heart Church

Post Office The Bluff

South Andros, Bahamas

Deay Father Richard:

While the hot season has turned to warm for you the warm geason has
turned ta cool snd cold for us. Actually our weather hag been
rather mild for this season of the year. I associate All 3aints Pay
and All Souls Day with a anowstorm and cold winds. I recall many
processions to the cemetery on All Souls Day sud moat of them were
in the face of cold winds., This year, however, the wall to the
cemetery was pleasant and we were able to hold a peaceful service
around the cross in the cemetery,

Oux Chapter voted almost unanimously on Tuesday evening to invite
the Episcopal Diocese of Minnesota to erect a epirituality center om
ocur cempus, Thisz 1s certainly an historic event since it provides a
differemt kind of ecumenism from the vne we have experienced in the
past, The Episcopals will use the center as a place of prayer and
diascussion, They will take advantage of the prayer services of the
monastery and the academic programs of the university. [ am sure
that many churches will look to this venture with interest., We hope
that other Christian traditions will use the spirituelity center for
their own needs snd {ndeed the Episcopal Church wants to open up the
center to other Jdenominations,

Today I will discuss with the 3Zenior Council the matter of re-
committing Saint John's Abbey to Saint Augustine's Monmastery for
another three years, I only want to broach the subject today but
it iz important to discuss the matter &t this time since the three-
yeAar experiment is over on December 30, 1983. I hope to have the
Senior Council and the Chapter extend the experiment until May or
June 1984 so that I hsve @ chance to evaluste the progress of the
new community st Saint Augustine's Monsstery. Perhaps in May or
Tune our Chapter can vote once &gain on whether or not to continue
the commitment to S&int Augustine's.

I wigh you peace snd joy im your ministry!

Fraternally,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
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Little Creek, Andras, Bahamas
December 3, 1983

Dear Fathe~ Abbot,

Tt is about 8:30 p.m, this Saturday evening; I have put tcgether enough ideas
and thoughts for my four homilies tomorrow, so nos I have some relaxing btime in
which to respond to y:cur recent letter to ms. Thanks very much for y-ur perscnal
corcern tc wWribte to me on November 3rd and refer to many of the thin s going on
bbout the abbey and school. I kaow with your busy schedule you must nct find it
esy t¢ take such precious time to write to me since there was no special problem
to write about, T vsry much appreciate th's spiritual paternity which you exemplify.

T read with deep interest and full approval your talk to the community in August
on the topic of Living in the Presence of the Lord, which I passes on to the Sisters
of Mercy who work out here with me, and the most recent packet and paper from September,
on Spiritvality and Ecumenism. This paper reached me only yesterday, for the mail
service here leaves a bit to be desired. As :ou may have read from my periodic
letbers tc the confrerss, I still do act have a telephone in my house on Mangrove
Cay, though it has been ordersd by the Diocese, the owner of the property; and
perhaps it willbe installed in the early mentns of 198L. With that I can dial
directly %o you or anywhere else in the States; and likewise you can conceivsbly direct
dial me also. It may prove to be & good centact if my Dad would take a turn for the
worse. He is already well beyond his olith birthday and is well taken care of in Bt.
TVincent's Wursing Home in Bismarck and is visited by membsrs of the family several times
each Week; but you never know when he could suddenly fold up. This is all the meore
vossible right now, for within the 1lost weeks my oldest brother has been reconciled
with the Church and badk tc the sacraments after being gone for about 25 years; and he
was always Dad's favorite, and therefore the recepient of many many preyers. .I kinda
snvision my Dad like old Simeon, “"Wow; Lord, you can dismiss your servant in peace...."

Tn the same mail as veur most recent sending came a letter from Bro. dalter, telling
of his permission to spend January in the Bahamas, an< his desire to spend a bit of it
#With me on Andros. Thank you very much for giving him this permission, and I am going
to write him and assure him he will be most welcome to spend all the time he wishes
with me on these two islands. Perhaps he wants to come and see whether what I Imwve been

writing is really true or mot. Seeing is believing!

Now it would alsobe nice if yeou cculd manage to come mit here also when you make
your visitation in preparation for the St. Join's Community considering an extension
of its commitment to St. sgugustine!s for ancther three years. These first three years
have certainly flown by swiftly. T thin- things are going alcng smoot:ly and promisingly
at St. Augustine's and I trust that the St. Jokhn's Chapter will whole-~heartedly support
another three years of assistance to the developing community of 8%. Augustine's.

Thanksgiving Day last week was a specizl day of rejoicing for myself and the Sisters,
for my brother and his wife from Portland, Oregon, spent the week with us, and also
two other priests from within the Bahamas spent the day with us, the priest ifrom North
Andros who had taken my place on Mangrove Cay 9 months this past year, add a priest from
Abaco Tsland., We all had much reasm for which to give thanks, not the least of which

was the joy of each other!s company.

But encugh for this iime. I have yei to send out a Christmas letter, but I »ill
uss this opportunisy to extend %o you my prayers for a most blessed Christmas and

continued guidance through the new yezar.
Fraternally, /) };@/M : ,\ﬁ
.W &/4 5, .

4
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& Parch 1584

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, C.5.B.
Sacred Heart Church
Little Cresk, Androg, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

Thank you for suggesting that I visit your missions on the Island
of Andros. I thoroughly enjoyed my stay 'with you. It gave me a
first-hand euperience of life on the family islends. It also
wade e reflect =sbout the sacrifices our monks of years aqe made
to be of service o the people of Andros. They must have lived
in very primitive conditions and found transportation very diffi-
cuit. You have it easier today but nevertheless it is still a
very solitary life and one that is demanding in terms of ability
to manage one's life in the midst of many machines and gadgets.
Not everyone would b= able tc live in the reoctory that you managel
The pastor .in the Bshamas must be able to Zdo a variety of jobs
from -mechanic to s driver to preacher. #He must-alse e a good
chief. . .
1 still remember the excellent meal of conecli that we had or. the
Friday night of February 24. It turned cut very .ell thanks to
the efforts of many i us.,

Avbot John ard & were happy to £ind some progress in the: community
life at Saint Augustine's Monastery. It is my hope that our
nonastic coppmnity will wote to continue the "experiment for at
ieast another three years. I think it deserves further attention
on the part of our community.

Thank you again for your hospitality!

1 wish you the blessings and fruit of tivis lenten season!

Fraternally,

abbot Jerome Theisen, O.8.B,

JT/ev
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My dearest .ones, April, 1984

It is almost Halv Woek and Easter as-1 finally find time to get off another letter to all
of you., It seems that the older we get, the faster the time seems to fly by; just as when
we were youngsters the time could not go by quickly enough. Since it will probably be about
Easter when most of jou receive this letter, I want to greet all of yu for a very blessed
Easter time and hope that you will have a good spring, late tiough it apparently is for many
of your arsas. May the joy of the Risen Savior fill your hearts and be the hope and promise
of your eternal life.

Well, again I have had so many wonderful visitors, and so many interesting things have
pannened in my busv life out here, that I hardly know where to begin tn velate some of tiem.
The first visitors were good friends from Mandan, North Dakota, -

They spent most of a Week with me, on both South Andros and Mangrove Cay, and like good North
~~kotans, they enjoyec the simplicity of life that I have on these islands. Of course they
also enjoyed the axotic tropical contrast to the North Dakota snows, and soakec up plenty of
sun and sand. and I tried several remedies for my solar water heater; and tharks to
several of you who wrote to me with suggestiors to ;r-ae; but nothéng worked until we figured
it could only be an air-lock somewhere on the hot water line. I figured it could only be

at the point where the hot water line left the insulated storage tank. By drilling and chi-
seling through the cement wall through which this pipo passes, I was able to lowercthis pipe
about 2an inch and a half; and that was all that was noeded to make the whole system opera-
tional. Unfortunately we succeeded in remedying the situation just an hour before we had

to leave South Andros and mcve to Mangrove Cay, so we did not get to experience the warm
results of our labors. They gathersd quite a lcad of sea shedls and such things to take
home to their children; but I think will get more enjoymsnt out of seeing
the reminders in their home than the kids will; for they truly enjoyed their time here; and

I hope they will come back for a re-play in the near future.

The next visitors came as a real surprise! They were Abbot Jerome of St. John's Abboy
in Minnesota and retired Abbot John, also from St. John's, now pastor of Albany, Minnesota,
and olso the Avbot-President of our American Benedictine group. They had come to Nassau in
ordar to evaluste the progress of the 3~year commitment of St. Johnts Abbey to re-establish
the commnity of St. Augustine's Monastery in Nassau, originally founded from St. John's.
We had a good evaluation time in Nassau, and they finished thair work with some time to spare,
so T suggested that for them to get a more genuine picture of the work in the Bahamas they
raallv ought to come out to my mission on Mangrove Cay and South Andros. And by Golly, they
both said yes! Bro. Barry who likes any excuse to fly and get away from his officc duties
at St. fugustine's, was able to borrow a littlo 3-passenger plane; so the four of us flew
out to Marngrove Cay on Friday, to the great surprise of the Sistors of Mercy and the others
out hore; and I had to “uickly provide bedding for tho 3 visitors. Bro. Barry won the
mattress on the floor. But bofore we could get to that stage of the evening, we had other
excitement when we Wont to tho airport about 5:15 to check out the plane before sundown.
we Wero trying %o taka somo procautions atout tho theft of gascline from the planss parked
at tho Nangrove Cay airport, nnd what did we discover but that someons had stolen thu battury
from the airplane inbroad daylight. We went directly to the police to report our problom.
The policeman came back with us to the airport and wo tried to scrounge a battery from a
smill drug-plane grounded &t the airport,t it proved to be thy wrong size and would not
work. Ho-said he had a good suspici-a about who the thief might be and would work on it
in the next hours. Wo wo rcturnod to the roctory whore Abbot Jeromu had wonderfully tendori-
zed the conch I had dug out for a cracked-conch dinner with all tho trimmings. Wo had hardly
finished our delicious supper whun tho police car drove up to tho house ad the officer showed
us some wing nuts and washers, wondering if thoy would bo the kind that attached ‘the battery
in tho plans. They corresponded exactly to the missing battery nnd when we asked him where
he found them he answerasd, "in someone’s pocket.? Hg said he waild be back later and most
likely with the battiry, And it w-s less than 2 hours later that he did return Wi th the
battery and soms culprit si’cing in ihe back scat of the police car, on his way to lock up tho
culprit in tho island jail. We were so happy to gut the battery back, which was a brand new
one, belng used for thu first time for this trip, that Bro. Barry did not press charges
agrinst the culprit., The wholo incident must have put fear into the othor young fellows on
the island, for we lost no gasvlinc thrcugh the night. I took thom all for a tour of the
island in the parish bus 2nd the abtots got to see whero some of the early Fathors of St.
John's who worked aat hero lived in tamos past. They soemed to enjoy the oxporlence, Aftor
a morning Mass with tho Sistors of Mercy and some more visiting we flow over to South Andros
and thure I took tham the longth of tho islw¥ and showed them the throe churches I care for
on thet island. “fter a pancaks lunch we drove back to the airport from which the abbots and
Bro. Barry loft again for Nassau, =nd I drove the bus to Driggs Hill and then waited for tho
ferry to go back to Mangrove Cay. T think this was probobly the first time ever that an
abbot of St. John's camo out to Margrove Cay and South Andros, and I am vcry happy that both
Abbot Jorome and Abbot John paid this historic visit. It was this same Abbot John who in
1976 assigned me to work in tho Bahamas, I think I am the only one still in tho Bahams whom
he assigned to work hore. So, theirs was a very happy and historic visit, almost to match
the historic visit of Cardinal Hayos of Now York City who c~mo to Mangrove Cay in 1928 to
givo Confirmation %o the first proup ever on Mangrove Cay. In that time thore was not even
a bishop in the Bahamas. T might add that good Mr. Homwstreet would have come to the rescue
again, for he dug up an old airplano t™%tery from his garage that ho bogan to charge up for
Bro. Barry, 3nd that probably would have gotten thum off tho ground on tteir way back to Nassau.
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The noxt visitars werc ocousine 2 from Billings, Montana. They too
found tho contrast from tho Montaiis colds a very wolcome ono, cvon though it was unusually
windy and cold much of the time thuy spont with mo on South ~ndros and Mangrove Cay; and when
the winds foll.off, tho bugs came on. And these pesky bugs soom to0 sonsoc it when now blood
comas on tho sceno, and thay attack voraciously, with tho result that - ospecially
boeme the object of their attack. But I think they onjoyod thelr time with mo in spite of
the bugs. It is such a contrast to be able to go into the ocean in Fobruary when tho streams
of Mont2na arce covorod with about 3 foct of ico. It w-s so windy that wo wero not ablo to
cross to tho other islwnd for Sunday ovening Mass, so I had it casier for a change. It wss
cven too wirdy for Mr. , to £1v mo 1cross; so you know it was pretty windyl
and ° ° - also fcund tho soa sholls most intoresting and took homc oddles of them, ovun tho
l~rger conch shells, which added considerably to their veight. Thoy thoy also got to shop
in Nassau in the straw market bufors thoy fluw back to Billings and loaded up o many of the
locally produced straw itoms. But ns soon as thuy loftwe oxperionced weeks of dolightful
woather. I heard on the radio that the night thoy flow back into Billings thoy woro met by
a full flodged blizzard, so it must have beun with some reluctance that thoy arrivoed.

I think it was during the visit of tho abbots out here that we witnossod an unusual thing
in the sky. Yo wore all drewn outdoors with # loud scund in the usually peaceful sky, and
a8 Wo stood on the porch there camo right over our heads 5 big military helicopters (I think
Britieh) and thoy were boing rofueled from a tankor plane while in flight. It was beautiful
to soo thoir strick formation and coordinnted speed and the long tube from the t-nkor plans
giving fuel tc ono helicptes after tho other. I am wondering how far their pattorn took
thom to the west;, for it is not many -r minutes from hecro and one is in Cuban air space.

As T said oarliur, gotting a telephonc hore goos in stagas. T pnid my fos and got my
tolephono number in Jangery. Then I waited woek aftor wook until scveral months wont by until
lato March when thuy finally began to put up a wire in my yard; finally in carly April a man
camc in and put in tho actual télephone. It looked real nice, push-botton type, and had a
nice ringing sound when he installed 1it; but it did mt work. I tried several times to
phone out that cvening, but overything was dewd. But tho following day it came alive again,
~nd I wes even able to test it on a Dong distance éall to Fr. Leonord in North Dakots.

For those of you who might want to-call me, you can do so by direct dialing: 809 329-h2L9.
But far the next 2 months ¥ will be on Mangrove Coy whero the whone is only from Sunday
night until Tuesday afternoon.

‘Jo hawu recently organized a parish council for tho churches on South Andros, and onu for
the churchas on M~ngrove Ciy; 8o it has been a busy timc lately gotting theso organized nmi
funct?oning wi th monthly meetings. It is @ whclo now concept for-the people horo, so it is
going to takc some getting-used-to. But I forsocc many blessings coming from this greater
involvement of tho peoplec in the affairs of the Church. . '

I have not had a lot of time for my usual projects, but I did install a new muffler and
oxhrust system on tho diesel bus as well as new tiros mounted on it for the annual safoty
inspection. “lso I.wired the hcuse of ono of the parishionors on Mangrovio Cry who recuntly
got himsolf a used disscl gonerstor. Thmt meant putting in ceiling lights and wall switches
and oatlots in all of the seovun or oight roams. 4t the first testing not all of thu fixturcs
worked, but eventually I got all of them to work as they were supposedto.

Had sema more rather lato flights to Nmssau again; din't ronlly know why, but as thu s~ying
goes: “If you heve time to spara, £y Bahamasair.? One Sunday afternoon whon I was waiting
for the ferry to go to South /indros for the uvening Masses I met a Canadian couplo who had
quite an odywsey gotting to tho Bahamas. Thoy had loft Ontario about 3 days earlier in their
own plane, intonding to fly to South Andros whoro thoy had rescrvations at the Las Palmas
reso..t. Thoy werc grounded with bag weathor somewhero in New York state; so thoy loft their
planc there sand went commorcial to Nowark, N.J.; thon with a couple moru dulays they got %o
Fort Lauerdale, Florida. In Fort Lauord-le thoy were advised to take a local plane to San
‘rdros on North Lndros, which would ba r latively close to thoir destination. Only aftor
arriving-at San indros did they discover that thore is no comnocting flight to South 'ndros;
so thoy spent another exponsive night in a hotel, thon hired a boat for $100.00 for a vury wob
prssage fram North .indros to Mangrove Ciy, thon another taxi drive tho length of Mangrove Cay
to the ferry for n free ride te¢ Scuth indros. There I added to thuir happy unding by taking
them to their destination at Las Palmas resort, which is on tho way to my first church.
Intorestingly Jorry and Blo~nor Knudson were also ALMOST routed to Narth Andros when thoy came
cut until T called thom and got them to correct their flight. I can soe how-a typical travol
agoent in the Statos thinks that all of indrrs is (no big island with e=sy travel from onc ond
te tho cther. It is not; it is divided by several wide bodics of water into many §ogments
of land masses; and travel b.tweon somo of thcse segmonts is very rare nd oxpensive,

Dear Pather Abbot, : Apnl 1€, 1984
Thanks very much for your letter of early March; I am embarsssed

th~t so mue» #ime has flown by without my respondiig to your kirdness:

tut if you read my sbove words rou will see that I 'eve not been idle,

Ber- it is already loly Week; T had 4 big Palm Sunday processims yester—

day and look forwurd  a busy week ip the days alead, ircluding 12 Baptisms

Poly Satuday evening. Later tlis morning I w 11 huve another meetng with

theparents and guardians of these cendiuates, preparinrm thew to aporeciute

what harens to the voungsters in this sacrament. One cendiiete is an adult,

so I will administer Confirmatigh to¢ her alo g with rer first harist,
.Adﬁ.':": ,tﬂ?,_é\ ¢-'. ﬁ, p,l ,(7 ”(%

0SB ECKROTH_00163



St. Benedict's Church

Mangrove Cay, Andros, Bahamas
August 29, 1984

Dear TFatter Ablot,

This is rathe: latte to l:e tlanking you for the deliphtful
time I enjoyed at tle abley through late Junme and into July,
Tut I am sicerely grateful for ithe warm, family like reception
I cenjoved wit" you and all the confreres than at the abbey.
Many t'anks to Fr, Fal'imn for the very fine quarters be found
for me, and to Father Prior aund Fr, Gordon for the car I was
able to use, I dhoroughly enjoyed every minute of t* s vacation
with all of you., I wisk I could in turn offer a similar hosppitality
to you again md any othe  confreres who wobld like to visit
Mancrove Cay or South Andros.

~ These ha'e been busy weeks snce my return to the islands, for
thercis always very much physical work to do, especially in the
absence of the three Sisters of Mercy w.en I can work tuite freely

i their convents. Their one comvent is now 16 yearsold and in this
time the plurking in their bathrooms had badly deteriorated, an d I
needed to renlace most ofit, Tre water here is very corrosive :on
metal pipes, so T went %o plastic vpipes ~nd fittings whereever I could,
The Sisters returned + the island yesterday, = ttat phese of work is
now finisved for anot!y vear. Also witlh the hot, muggy weather of
Jly = 4 August iere one needs a gnud incentive to do a good bit of

wo T,

) Las* week I spent in Nasseu, on retreat witl the Bishop and most
of the priests working in the diocese. It was a goodrejrent lead hy
a black priest fros t'ie Chicago Arcl:diocese, Fr, Edward Baxter by nane.
I 4adno opnortunity to malle a retreat earlier in tle summer, for 1 was
in travel at the time of the St. Auzws tine's retreat and had not yet
lelt t*eBatamas at tlie time of theSt. Jo'n's tetreat, The retreat was
conducted at the Hermitage, residence of theBis“op, so I did not spend
muck time at St. Augusiine's as I usually do. This coming week Fr, :
Silven and I are going to switch; *e will be on ManeroveCay aid I will
go to Nassau to dismantle some moreof the old Priory building afdd urce
fre salvaped lumber to put acouple roofs ou sheds in the Bislhop's yard.

Abtot Gregory Roettger wrote recently thet Le will mot be able 1o
and fish this coming Janury, that L4 will bein Rome ns the
Procurdtof for our Federatio:. I was lhup'y at tte ¢ .oice of hiim for
tl.at role, and he soimded eager to pive it a good try. lie has a lot of
{*¢c natural traits needed for that role. I hope you enjoy = mod me~ting
of the ahints in Rome,. Vould you please give thie enclosed notice to

. T really am not interested in the school publicatioms any-
for I }ave Jlost contact with all those academic affairs in the
Mig't as well sarve

visit here

more,
busy interesting l1ife I face "ere in the islands,

some postage.
Fraterngl ly;

7 [edad, ash

PF. Rici ard Echrofth, 0.S.E.
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INFORMATION FOR PERSONNEL FILE

Sept 27 98¢
Present Date ept 27, 198

NAME Fr., Richard E(?kl'f)th, .50,

PRESENT work assignment (s)

Rahaia Yslands, pavochial work on Mapgove Cey ene 3cutth Andres

PAST work asslignment (s) (General Data)

pastoral work at b»t. Aw ostipe's Cihnreh iw 1. Cowd
pastenl work at 3 ven dolovs Church, Alhany

chaplain at St. Hen'sg Crnvent, colieme o Hiah sepap]
teoght a» 3t. Ben's figh 305 00! -
philesophy teacter ai st., JSoun's Luiversity

“pref et el 3L, John's iniversity

master of Brot cxs al i, Jolin's Abhay

wine maker
hosiness office ah 3, Join's.

FUTURE work interest (s)

nothing special

return by 11-1-84
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sf;;o déngtetlgct:; (fjéll’CJ;

Mangrove Cay, Andros, Bahamas

October 10, 1984
Dear Father Ablot,

Thanks ve-y much for the recent sending of news and lrtest doings
at St. Join's, I am retmrni = the two forms you zkked to te filled
and returned by November 1lst, Too bad tkat you could not have been
at St. John's for thke passing of Bishop Leonard, but T guess yo. were
husy enough in Rome at th:at time, I am klad t'at Bishop Burike and
Monsignor Moss as well as Fr. Brendan were alle o attend the funegral
nt thre shley befo e they brouwht ire body back to Nassau for = most
imnress:ve funmeral wiich even the Governor-General of the Falamas made
it a point to attend. It we< very heautiful! And also very fitting
for one like Pisop Leonard,

Put here things are roing along in their usual busy, lappy fashion.
RBrotter Parry is especially bapny that the plane hasnow arrived for
Tis:of Rurke, and te expects to be called upén to fly it of ten for the
Ris!om or for otlers wlo need@ transportatim on askort notien, The day
after t''e duneral of Bishop Leonard it got a god workout whren Erother
Farry flew Fr. George and Fr, Elias t their assl gnmentson Eleutbera
Island, and % en Fr, Pat Uealey of Long Island used it to fly Fr . "erman
to San Slsvador, Fr, Paul Hayes to Lxuma, and himself and 'is his confrere

1.

to Long Island for t eir Sundav work. Witlout it t'ey could have reached

tlreir assignmeuls on time,
Fralernally

i QS Tllanth 08
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21 tovember 1984

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.5.8.
Church of Saint Benedict

Mangrove Cay

Andros, bLahamas

Deav cathers kizhard:

i <0 criov Theopnile recently that ¢ would bhe in
tne Boenama:z fron January 21 to January 23, 1985, I
hope to bhs vregent for Pather Herman Wind's fortieth
annivarsary celebration, that is, the anniversarvy of
fils ordinacion to the priesthood. I nsve naver bezn
to San 3alador anu it will be excitlas co visit taa
islans.. io:tiel have very CLomorien of .,
visit t» w.wros last winter.

il YOu Wa.s JOM2 YOU JUULG Ju NEANL . Tao wOT L2G CRAX
down ra= 1ividiung walls becweren the rooms © tpe L=200:0d

floor wi rne guadranglel  Juey ara (o bae Jrocess O
wenovacia cile  ares nortn 35 tag carses’ osgation i

Faine THag..de; ali. Ac 1epR FQ Ay sour 2jahe aore
rooms availawie for the sick ana *tie elusrlrs or the
A . woecr should he oo o o ln - nnttes

A aonting .

- 2T Loa0L . wnektger 0 0 : 4 a cish
Ao e i aim in o - ien Lowes i
WO LOr Bl inlL @SS Df abouTs., e vas  aaphey to

ST L almnnd¥ 10, . 4l 2arocuaracs r, L odearia receatly,
Vowe - wag bhaving suws nedltit proolems and
ag=dgs c..cy btz the States For : orostate operation.
I aa .+ . =ill return after +u« overation.

LasT .- 1 2 i Degan Or racner continued my series of

conrerencit: > The Rule of 3enedict. 1 =xplained the
first three verses »f tne Rule and then ths community
took un +1 topic and discussed the ?Prologue For about
twaenty-fi minutes. It was an 2xcellent liscussion:
the community provided its own commentary ou thy Rule.
i eniouy rhis communal study and discussion of the

Rule.

I will sev yvou in January.
Biessings and peace in the Lordl!

Fraternally,
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- { Newn 23 1984
My dearest ones, /-OH’W\ A ‘u"’ / Christmas, 198k '

It 15 time to write my Christmas greeting to all of you. It is hard to realize that
this 1s already the Gth Christmas letter Y am writing from Mangrove Cay and South Andros,
How quickly these years have flown by! Christmas is such a home-centered, family celebration
sinoe We celebrate the coming of Christ into cur world, that I would love to be with all of
you to whom I am sending this greeting. Such is impossible. But I will be thinking of you
praying Ood to bless all of you with great happiness and peace and everything good, And I
trust that whereever you are, you will have a very happy and blessed Christmas celsbration,
followed by an abundance of blessings through the New Year. Just last week when I was with
the Bishop in Nassau he told me that he was expecting some visiting priests at Christmas and
was willing to twist the arms of one of them to perhaps eome out to help me with the Christ-
nes Masees on my two islands, This is wonderfulj for with another priest here the people on
both islzuds can plan to have a midnight Mass and then morning Masses at the other churches
on Christmas Day. The Sisters will be on Mangrove Cay for Christmas, so I think I will set
1t up that the visiting priest will offer the Masses on Mangrove Cay, and I will offer the
3 Masses on South Andros. Then I will arrange for a boat or a plane to cross over to Man~
grove Cay as soon as nmy !lagses are finished so that I can get in on a most delicious dinner,
which the Sisters always premare, and which T do not have the skill to prepare, Also it will
give me a chance to meet the visiting priest, for I think he will be out hers only a couple
days, So I am looking forward to a very nice Christmas.

T an having an ensier time on Sundays now. JI am no longer trying to offer Mass on both
islands each Sunday as I had done the first 5 years out here. It got too hectlc trying to
get to tho other island eacu Sunday evening, and I often got late if I got there at all;
that the Bishop okayed my plan to offer Sunday Masses on only one island each Sunday, and
then mid-wesk cross to the other island and offer the Masses there the next Sunday. Now I
offeronly 2 or 3 Masses each Sunday instead of the former L Masses and 4o not have that
worry about getting to the other island for the evening. I f£ind this 8o relaxing and easy
that I feel almost fuilty that I feel so goode The people do not mind, for in each church
there is someone delegated to "hold Church", singing plenty of songs, raading the assigned
Soriptures for the day, sometlmes preaching, and then giving Communion to thame who wish to
receive., It is going Well. It is more like the people had years ago when a prlest came
only once a month or so.

Some work to do these weeks, Helped one of the men cement the sides of the cess pit at
the Sisters convent on South Andros. Late in the summer we haa put a new cement top on it,
but didn't have time then to cement up the sides. Looks real neat and solid nows Lots of
grass to cut too on both islzrds, due to all the rrins we had in the late summer and sre
st41) having. Again one lawnmower is almost rerdy to give up the ghost, I have used 1t so
much on this rough terrain that it is cracked and ready to break in two, Oh well, any extra
miles T can gat out of it, the better....Picked only 10 grapefruit from my tree and no
- tan-erines, for the kids beat me to them. Unfortundtely the school bus stops right in front.
of my church yard and it is too tdmpting to ths kids waiting for tho bus, not to forget the
kids who cane early for their Sunday school class too. Oot lots of avocados though.

Then I got anothar job in Nassau.,..Tht 3-moter diving board at the swimming pool at St.
Augustine's Colloge was ready to collapse, for the 12-inch stuel supporting pipe was rusted
through at the base. Fr., George therc hac nskod mo what I would suggest to fix it. T sug-
gested that they fly me in with the Bishop'!s little plane and that I could build a nice
strong form to build a tapercd colunn of cement wnder the diving plate of the structure. So
he did; hac Bro. Barry fly out to get me. I wont right to work and had the base dQug cut
and the foundation poured with re-inforcing steel by thu end of the day. But then as I
began to build tho forms for tho column we lsarned $tat there was no cement to be had on the
island. So I finished building the forma with strong bracing, oiled the forms with the
help of Fr, Benjamin; and then did my monthly shopping befere I could return to Mangrove Cay
on the Saturday plane., I walted i hours for the plane and finally mado it to Mangrove Cay
in a small 9-seater chartered by pahamasair. I had to rotwrn to N.ssau in two mor. days fcr
tha monthly meeting with the Bishop and other priests. This time I walted 5§ hours at the
Mangrove Cay airport for the plane; so could do none of my plenned work far that day,
Tuesday morning immodiately aftor breakfast wo started mixing and pouring cement for the
columm, for cement had arrived in Nassau. Tho forms stood up well, to the surprise of some
of the skeptics. The local people tund to bulld very weak forms and could ndt imagine me
building a form strong enough to hold in about 2 cublc yards of wet concrete. The cemont
work lcated into the afterncon; then I hurriedly crated up the piocce of platu glass I got
from the old Priory bullding and which I want to use to make a solar panel for heating water
in my house on Mangrove Cay. All Tuesday ovening was spunt with the Bishop and other priest
Sonators in our first meeting of the newly constituted Priest Senate of the Nassau diocese.
This will “e my last year on the Senate, for My secand term of 3 years expires at thc end of
this yoar, and I am ineligiblo for re-eloction. Seems I Irve been on tho Sencte most of my
B years in the Bahamas. 411 day Wednesday was spent at the monthly muoting with thoe other
priests, I had gone down %o the boat dock at &:30 in tho morning to send off my big plsce
of glass and other boxus, but found no boat to take 44. When I asked where the Big Yar?
Express was, the fellows on the dock said they werc on dry dock and would nd be going mut to
Mengrove Cay this week. Another walt....

Thanksgiving morning Bro., Barry again flew me back to Mangrove Cay so the two of us could
Join the Sisters in a very happy and festive Thanleglving dinner. Wu werc met by lots of
spacial poliece and defense force porsomnel with sutomatic rifles which they were firing to
frighten the peoplc as they searched for drugs. No ono was hitas far as I know, but I don't
know if they found any drugs eithar. ,'t.thoy didvsxrch the oorrect hquses.
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1y douradt onaes nld-Huy, 5
Y The bigRees- Svent OF wnts WMomth was the passing of Dad to iis stevmal glory nﬁ’zga age of 96
on Priday after Esster. I had phooed Yr. Lecoad Esster might and they told me that Dad was
weakening, but knowing he had been weakening for months slready I did not comeider hts condition
critical. But that Friday night he quistly slipped away in his room at . _ “idn
Ironically, (. . . and Siater N arrived just about an hour after he passed, after driving
those hundreds of miles from Minnesota to spend the week-snd with him, Ssturday moening they °
tried to catoh me, but since I was not on Mangrove Cay whers my phane is, they phened the monas -
tery in Nassau to 'inform me. In the usual way of commnications in the Sshamas, the message
never caught up with me. They really should have put it on the radic; and if I did ‘mot hear it
m<alf, one of my neighbora would certainly have gotten the nessage and relayed it $o me. The
telegram they sent me has not yet reached mel So I gpent that Saturday painting W th rustoleum
goms of the 122 sheets of metal roofing that arrived for the 8t. Gertrude’s Church at Xemp's Bay.
sunday I offered the usual 3 Masses at the 3 south Andros churches, asking the peopls to pray for
Dad. Sunda y afterncon I took the ferry to Mangrove Cay, for I had a big shipment of conch to
take to the Benedictine Sisters in Nassau and the Monastery. Monday noon I tock the plane to
Nassau for the usual monthly meeting with the bishop, still not knowinr of Dad'a death. Naturally
I did not take along any funderal clothes like a sult; in fact Y wore rather Yightwweight clothes,
for ths weathar was beginning to turn hot. In Nassau Bro. Francis met me at the airpet, and
noticing my light wear, asked if I had not received the telsgram. I ssid, "No, vhat telsjram?v
He then told me Dad had died and they had sent me a telegram to let me know. Well, that was a
startling announcement, and in the usual American way they would have been burving Ded by this
day or Tusesday. So I hurried to a travel agency and told my nesd to get to as cuickly
as posaible. The apent was able to book me for Tuves-ay morning, lsaving Nasaau on the first
plane which is 7130, changing in Miami to a Continental flight to Denver, Colorado, then a
Frontier flight to " I flew into 2 new time zones andl back into one and arrived in
at 3100, to bs met at the a irport by my brother . The 'temperature was anything but

like Nassau at 42°, and the word that they had snow flurriss that pame morning did rct warm
things. I quickly had to get into some warmer cloghing defore going to the first wale service
that evening. Happily thsy had timed the funeral for Thursday, April 18th, and all of us 11 kids
were able to gather wxoept who is in a nursing home in ; following his most crippl-
ing stroks last year, The funeral was a truly memorable event at 1200 fyeom old 3t. Joseph's
Church whsre Dad had lived his life after coming from Russia back in 1891, Retdred Bishop
Hackert attendeds and Abbot Jeroms from St.Johnts Abbey along with Fr. Gordem Tavis and Fr. Luke
Steiner and Bro. James drove from St. John's thatt morning and returned there very tired that
sams night. About 20 other priests con-celsbrated the funeral Mass with Fr, Lecnard and myself.
Fr. Leonard took the role of main celsbrant and esked me to give the sexrmon. Belleve me, it was
not easy; but I was able to manage through it and closed with the obmervation that Dad was being
buried, April 18th, the very date on which his and Momfs first clld was born into this world,
and their 14th and last child was borm into this world; for . and shars April 18th as
their birthday. After the intermmert alongside Mem in the Mandan cemetery, the hundreds’ of people
who had fillsd the church joined us for the lunch at the Xnighte of Columbus dindng roam, which
was rather fitting, for Dad so much enjoyed meeting at the K.C. Hall. I tidnk that Dad was per-
haps the oldest member of the K.C.'s in N rth Dakota at the time of his death, for he joined the
K.C.'s 75 years ago in 1910 when the tlosast lodge was Fargo, I was so happily surprised when &
car of friends from Albany, Minnesota, drowe to Mendan for the fundral,

The day after the funeral .. ~ and .  Joined me in driving to . - o visl ¢ with *
We knew he was mot in good shape, but I was relisved to £ind hs was as gooa as ha vas and wag
receiving such wonderful care. He camot speak or even help himself in any way, tut we Tound him
sitting in a wheelohair., I cannot say he really recognized us, but he certainly recognized his
wife and . . and perked up whenever we addressed him as |~ Anyway, it was gratifylng to
vee him so cluan aud comfortable and receiving such good care. He was 72 on the funsral day of
Dad., Saturday I offersd a Mass in the ppartment of my cousin and Baptismal Godfather, ~
He and his wife have always been special to me; amiit is a pleasure to offer Mass with them now.
T almost did not reach his apartment, for about a block from it, the engine of Fr, lLeonard's van
which T was driving concked out and refused to restart. X parked it along the owb and was
startled to see smoks caming from the engine area, I quickly opened the heod and found the main
electrical cable burning. So I found a pliers in the car and quickly disccnnected the ground wire
fram the battery, and the fire went out promptly. But a 11 the electrical syatem was shorted.
Strangely, Fr, Leonard had thesame experience Wl th his good car only a few waeks earlier, on the
Interstat e highway. Coincidentally both of these vehicles had only recently been worked on by
©me of Hs "boys" at the State Reformatory whare he is chaplain, I'm wendering if maybe same
of his boys were not praaticing “hot-wiring" cars when the teacher was not looking and caused
this side effect houra later, That sams Saturdsy evening I boarded a bus in ~ . to 8t.
John's in Minnesote for a few Gays before going back to the Bahamas. It was & slespy 4300 a.m.
when the bus reached §t. John's, but I reeted through ths morning and then went visiting. When
it came time to get a ticket to xeturn to the Bshamas I discovered I could save $100, by staying
an extra day at St.Jjomn's, still taking the sams flight. The travel agent said it is cheaper if
you give the airline 3 or more days of notice. Toroados were in ts area of 8, John's that
night, but I did not recognize the toronado warning as it soundéd; so I spent the whols period
right up under the roof, on the Sth flloor of the monastery. I noticed it was a bit windy.

[N
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June, 1985

The time before Dadls death and since my return from the funeral has been rdbher busy.
Holy Week opened with 2 Palm Sunday Services on Sa th Andros, both with big m ocessions; and the
young people had decorated the inside of the church at Little Creek with hundreds of palm
branches of which thers is a limitless supply. Monday of Holy “eek was spent spread;‘mg 3 gallo-x
of paint inside St. Robert's church at High Rock with the help of one of the parishioners and
a good shack from the'Sisters at mid-day. Used a light cream color and got by with only 1 coat
The next day 122 pieces of corrugated steel roofing arrived on the mail boat for the new roof
on St. Gertrude's Church at “~mp's Bay; so I had to pile these away inside the church until T
would find time to paint them with rustolsum before taking off the old rusted roofing and putinc
on this new roofing,. Wednesday of Holy Week was spent with one of the parishioners who was sur.
he could tear down my big 2-cylinder dies8l penerator to install the set of gasgets I had brough:
from Nassau the previous week. I wuch tie whole dgy for the dirty, greasy Jjob, but the climax
to our efforts cams when after a lot of eranking and priming to restore the fuel lines that had
been totally drained, we got it to start anc then ran it for a while to make sure it was going
to function, and also to see if we had really licked theleaks. And glory be!l there was hardly
a drop being spit ocut from the machine. One used to get oil-spattered by just stanuing near the
machine, it leaked so badly, Holy Thursday was a full day, for in the morning I was invited
to the high school for the Easter program for the junior and senior high students and faculty.
This was historie, for never in their history had they invited a Catholic priest to glve the
main words for this annual convocation. I pleased thz students a lot by speaking very briefly,
but leaving them with a good, easy to remember thought; for they were eager to get on with
their Easter break. The principal-s:id he wante to get me back anmotler time to finish spediring,
for they had expected-a long, drawn-out, repetitious, Baptist-like preaching; ‘and none of them
even had a chance to doze off. Holy Thursday afternoon I ate the Jewish Seder meal wi th the
Sisters, which is really the setting of the Last Supper of our Lord, which we would commemcrate
that night in the evening Mass at Little Oreek. Friday morning I took the boat to Mangrove Cay
40 have the noon Good: Friday Service with the people on that island. This lasted nearly 3 lou:
and the church was filled as usual. Holy Saturday I returned by boat to South Andros for the
evening Vigll service scheduled for Little Cresk, including the Baptism and Confirmtion of a
young man whom I had been instructing for’ several years. Then Easter morning I offered a 9:Cl
Mass at High Rock, then I hvrried to the airport where good Mr, Hemmstreet was waiting te fly i:
to Mangrove Cay for the big Easter Mass to be celebrated there about 11:00. And there was reul.:
a crowd of people, including more white people than I had ever seen in that church. The Hemm-
streets invited me to dinner with them, which was very nice. Easter Monday is a national holil.
in the Bahamas, and the parishioners on Mangrove Cay had decided to have a big cook-out on that
day to raise money for the starwire ir Africa. So by 6:00 a.m. I hadto be on the road to pick i,
the women with their big pots and pans to begin their croking of the chicken & ham, peas & rica,
and conch fritters on open fires in the front yard of the church vhere the cook-cut w-s held.
The weather was just grand and thespirit of the crowd wae very festive; s by the time the last
piece of chicken was s0ld and drinks drunk and kid's prizes won at the hoopla table they had
cleared just over $300.00. Libe: bt 230 dollais wwuli 1o added to this figure; so I was ab.
to take to the bishop §700.00 for the starving of Africa from these poor brot“sr and sisters.

The week-end I returned from Dad's fureral I had Sunday Masses cn Scuth Andros, then took th2
be: & to Mangreve Cay Sunday evening, for I had arranged with Fr. Gerry on North Andros to fly
up there Monday morning with Mr. Hemustreet who w2s leaving that moming to fly back to the
States for the summer; and he could convenlently drop me off at Fresh Creek on North Andros.
Actually he was grounded a while on North Andros amyway, as well as other planes Nassau-bound, -
the weather was.bad in Nassau and they @ere not landing any planes for an lour or mae. So afi:
seeing Mr, Hemmstireet off I set to work on the big project of renewing the roof of the old chuxe.
at Behring Point at the south end of.North Andros. This is a histaric church, for it was the vei.
first Catholic church built in the -Andros islands and became the mother church for the 6 othe:
churches on North Andros, the 3 caurches on Mangrove Cay and tha 3 churches on South Andros. 'T.
church buildirg is about LO feet long am about 18 feet wide with a very siusep roof, dangerousl-
steep roofl O0ld Fr. QGabriel who had designed £nd built it in the early 20's was thinking of t-.
churches he knew as a child in Germany where the roofs have to be steep énough to shed ihe sno.:
Perheps nobedy told hin vhat Andros has never, rever experienced a flake of snow, and the roof
need not have been so steep, Termites had inyested it badly and even had a big cone of a nesi
at the top of the roof, so there were plenty of rotten boabds to replace. Alsowe first had
remove 3 massive steel cables that straddled the roof. Apparently Fr. Gabriel had put them or
after the devastating hurricane of 1929 which had torn off his original roof, in & effort %o
keop eny future roof from flying away in a hurricane. It was a good cable and had still not
rusted through as most iron does in this climate. It was rough, hot work, wihh no appreciabic
hespers the first 3 days; so things went slowly. Finally Fr. Gerry got a Haitian and ancther
young lecal man-to belp, and things went smoothly; but we could not finish the job by Saturday
noon when I had to call a halt to kave Bro. Barry come and fly me back to Mangrove Cay far the
Sunr'ay work. It was not fun being up ¢o high when the lightning began to flash; so we prudentl,
went below and sat out the several storms that interrupted our work. ‘v
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SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY

COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 6321
August 13, 1985
Dear Father Abbot.
Scrry I did not get to visit with you after my return from Mandan.
I did have a very nice visit there with many of the relatives who gathered
for the goflden jubilee celebration of a ccusin there. Also Father Terence
came down from Garrison to join our family for the happy family gathering.

T hope you have in mind to have me continue working in the Bahanmas.
I had a thoraough physical examination from Dr, Wittreck end he found
everything in good condition.

what I had hoped to ask you about in a visit was the possibility of

permission to use some money towards the purchase of a bus for the work
of the churbh on South Andros. The present bus is getting to be rather
unreliable and Bishop Burke has given his permission for we to arrange
for a new bus. Financially the island does not ade:uately support the
work of the church there, and the Bishop subkidizes the church work there
to the amount of $3,600. each year. We have about $3,000, in church saviings
and tfe Bishop will contibute a couple thousand. Which leaves about $5,000
yet to be raised. I believe that some years ago when Fr, Herman need$d new
transportation on M:ngrove Cay he was helped with a considerable financi:l
donation from St. John's. That is what is prompting me to ask the abbey
through you for a similar donation towards the pmrchase of this bus. .
I shoke with Fr. Gordon about it; he seemed=very understanding and favorable
towards the requeat, but indicated it would have to come with your or
the Senior Council's approval. If your decision is favorable it would
involve no direct out-lay of funde from St. John's, but with your approval
T would take it from the savings accoint that is in my own name at FINCO,’
a Nassau savings institute. This account was begun and built up to about
$8,000. from my arrival in the Bahgmas when I used to dsaw a salary 'nd was
not directed to turn over my salary to St. Augustine's Monastery. Presently
my parish salary is turned in to St, Augustine's each wmonth, The Prior of
St. Augustine's is the co-signee for thés savings account. '

So I am hoping for an answer to this request when you have occasion to
write eagain.

Filialy in Christ,

T Riho, S 2ot 030
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11 sepiember 1985

The Keverenc richard Eckrxoth, 0.5.B.
Church of Saint Benedict

Mangrove lay

Andros, Bahamas

gear Pather alchard:

LGrry we &$lu a0v geu «n opportunity to talk about your
work en &ndros Island before you lefl dianesota. But
1 nave your ietter of 13 hugust 1385 and your request
Jog funds Zor the purchase of « wehicle. Like Father
gordon, 4 cuo am very interested 14 ycur having a
celiable moede of uransporation ou sangrove Cay. To
bagis the Jiscussion I wgonder wnetner you have considered
ihe Missionory vehicle association, incorpourated. This
association, as fou pronably Know, =3S.ists wissiunaries
i che purci.ase of vehicles. Perhaps you have received
funds Lrom ek in tue past their aucress i» 4326
Perry Streei, odrtaeast, Washington, D. C. 20¢17.
The association 1is directed by The xeveread Philip
vekea. Perhaps you aave consiaereu chis possibility
and nave not chought it eppropriate. ~ surely will
want you tG receive & wonation from 3aint Joiui's Abbey,
either tiarough youx account in Wassau or from our
pliswlonary <unas. I will leave it «p tu Jatheys Gordon
cu wecide wiaich is nure appropriate. sut in the meantime,
i wondered vhether there would be dany woint ia approaching
tne MuSsiunadly seuiCle assoclation.

1 naa a4 goou vlvit witn Fatner herman #iac who ie in
Minnesota for a3 vacation. (it amezes we to sealize his
recorw of service in the Bahamas. Fractically his
whole life has been devoted tc service on the out
islands of the Bahamas. He has done much work, including
physical work iin the maim.enance <f these missions,
sut now he finds it difficult to do the kind of physical
work that he did in earlier years.

I will await your reply before moviny ahead witl: any
further consideration of funds for a vehicle.

Blessings and peace in the Lorad!l

Fraternally.

Abbot Jerome Yheisen, 0.S5.B.
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Sacrec! ﬂeari CAul‘CA

Little Creek Andros, Bahamas
Seph erb e 23, 1985

Tear Abbot Jepwme,

Tt was sc good bo receive your latest lebler Sn the ms t recent mail pouch.
You wers responding to my request frr financial help in fud: tre purchase of &
rew bus for my work on Scuth Andros. T had wo knowledre o thh I sionary Ve ehicle
Associaticn in Washington, D.C. that ypu sugrest I fivst cenbact., So I have phoned
Bishop Burke todsy and asked hinm whebher I could write to t hem for such helo. de
sndicated that he knows of th aegganization, but has never yet approached ther
for any help. So he &lso encouraged me to wri%e tethem and send tie recguest to
him that he would 2cempany it with his wwn letter of commsndation. I have dons so
this evenimg and »ill enclese s carbon comy of what Tuwvote he tham He jowrsel”,
Rishepp B d o yreviens dealing wit “115 orgarizaticn; so he ern
nope witil 1 favor. i wil: .Lg-,‘b 30U IO
I zet a re: awy further help. Bisop Du
hes aloo inglcatsd © d help too in the - o wha bus, lfor ke nwus
how needed i% ie and Liou irrenaracle old m=z
absence to Mimnsscta he hal sent cane of kis Jesult conf
Sundey on Sot th dAndros, This Fr. Paul Hayes, 3.J. who
the Bishrn came bovk %o Nassauw ith all kinds of tales
cn South Andros a2né thab moyle like myself needed all ‘port thcy cain : et
from ths Church in Hassau. So I know “hat Bishep Burke i the nessace dr waed
into bils car repatedly and kucuws bheve is a real need. I is boobad thet t! Churciz
ané its pecple vut lers are so pocy, bduh i is simply efach of life ¥ you camct
change it rer-night. Act ;ally wg owa dime con Sorth Andres and H-ngrove C‘ay is
-apvroac :mg ita end. T told Eisho- purke *hat I wonld hope for a change fo a differheht
assipgnement afhar 10 v‘zms an these twe islaivig, both Jor the i *he pecple
and for ry own ‘.selmre. Byt I wouvlks hope then fov a nother assiz ¢ tha
isiards if my herlth still calls for it. Actuallyr

has I
thaty they will viow my -
onse to the recuest tosee i I need

= linda lucky, for in oy
%o rsplace ne one

mich, bub 7 do sincerely bzlieve that 10 yuars is encu
posts. fr. Alto an? Pr. Herman rcre %oo Wong on Maug oY
admit it I am sure. I imew Fe.Herman wili adimit 1%, for he

srtold me so; and he
“1‘“3s‘h. So if T aucceed in pstiing a new lus it will
cne »he willfollow me than for myself that T am

has been an 2xcellent
»g for the beneiit of

be mox
seeking this Fafor.

Truly I did enjoy my scvaral wedks *11Jn tle confréves at the abley this sumuer.
averytiing weu =o peaceful and home-iile. Thanks for ihsvondsful. family spirit
that you 2z abbot ar. inspiriug the home comrmunity to achleve. i the iuture wien
T san ne loneer serve fn an activ o 1av fev the Choneh 7 relish 4% '6‘10
heme t 0 the ccmr.xurltya'b S%. John's Yo .,,:end ny Co@lbining years of ea
sod look fawsrd v e Lasting oife of eleraily. But Ly, wibtzock iu glvaaly e a
thorcush rhysical evan this summer assired ms that © should be gocd ror mera j
of work “Shan hime Ang wokh your 2@l the commeia ty's ap rovel T owoulG hope o
srend a~ wueh of s T con warking Tor the Vhurch in the Ealamas. I never ry
though’ I would crme The work nere & w s T have, for I nev » voluntze
for ne assiTnor: ; e Ablot Jehn %o cune Tiere after many
happy years of teach A wrij..;g as Den's £ yuars,
and -arcehialii zu Sh. a vh,e Cio L.L. -nd 711bany. Lus
¢ omosur e’* glag . at T ’ even bthouzh

T ohlie pri

AL&;L; tine's

4id nt 1'e.>1:>

T
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Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot
29 October 1986

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.8.3.
Saint Benedict's Church

Mangrove Cay

Andros, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

Brother Damian reports that he enjoyed visiting
with you in Mangrove Cay, Andros. He was delighted
to drive the truck to Miami and prepare it for use
at Saint Augustine's Monastery. Brother Damian
works steadily in our garage and with our cars; it
was good for him to get away from the abbey for
awhile and to see where some of our confreres work.

Last evening the monastic community discussed the
issue of formation. You might  remember that I
appointed a Task Force on Formation last summer and
now <the Task Ferce is begining to discuss issues
with the whole community. The Task Force including
myself prepared papers on the way in which the
whole comnunity forms recruits. our papars
stimulated an hour's discussion on the subject. We
heard some eloguent statements on the wey we form
people in this community, on the nature of cur
goals, on the depth of our spirituality, etc. 1In
the weeks and months ahead the Task Force will pose
specific recomrendations to the community for
discussion. We will need to know more cbout the
Jocation of formation as well as the structure of
the formation programs. In a way our reflection on
the way in which candidates are formed in our
communicy is a self-examination for the whole
community on the way it lives its monastic life.

Father John and I together with another wvisitator
will wvigit Saint Augustine's Monastery in early
February. We will need to assess the progress of
the community and recommend various ways in which
it will be governed in the future. Do we wish to
continue with the structure of apostolic
administration? Should the monastery becomne

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, C.S.B.
29 October 1986
Page Two

dependent once again? These are some of the issues
we need to look at.

Are vyou recommending that you be assigned to
another island in the Bahama chain? Last year you
mentioned that you did not want to extend your stay
on Andros bevond ten years, Perhaps this is
something we might wish to talk ahout in February.
I wish you the Lord's blessings in your 1life and
ministry!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome ‘Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev

M s Crmmmp —hm e
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Sl. Beneclicf; CZurcA

Mangrove Cay, Andros, Bahamas
Noverber 11, 1986

Dear Father Abbot,

Tt was a delight to recelwe your letter of Octcber 29th upon my reburn to Mangro-e
¢ay from a 3-day workshop in Nassau on Frangelization in the Bahamian culture. The
meeting was well attended by the clergy and Sisters working in the diocesa, evan
thouch the clergy had a 2-day workshop -just two weeks previously on the theme of
Church, ILike yoursalf, Bishop Bubke is vewy concerued about the growth and upbullding
of those working in the Bahamas. This was the first real use of the new diocesan
pastoral centre located on the St. Auguddine's campus. It is difficult to realize
that he celebrated the S5th anniversary of his episcopdl ordination in October,

T am happy that Bro. Damian enjoyed sis brief stay in the Bahanas, and agpecially
on Andros. I was more than happy to provide Mm with a bed for the brief lours he
spent here. I wish i1t could hawe been much longer. Again T repeat the invitation
to yourself and Fr. John ani the other visitator %o come out %o Andros when you
cane to the Bahamas this winter. T Jnow you have already visited San Salvador and
Andros, so I supposs it really is Fr. Brendan's %urn to host you on Grand Bahama,
and I am sure he would love to have you; ®0 you will just have to decids for yourself
if you have any spare time with the visltation. The diesel Rabbit which Bro. Damian
brought to the boat in ¥iami iw working 1ike a charm on South Andros; aud I seea to
be getting the same wonderful mileage that it soored cn so highly in Mynnesdta. I
think I have put in only about 10 or 15 gallons of diesel, and alveady I have traveled
about 800 mibes with it on South Andros. It runs so well and looks 8o good that people
hers find it difficult to believe that it is a vehicle 5 years old with more than
100,000 miles on it. I suppose a let.of the credit for this fine performance is due
to the axcellent care that Bro. Damian tale s for this and the other cars of the abbey
fleet. Again thanks a million for releasing it for my use in the Bahamas, )

" During the workshop last wesk word came from St. Jgoan's of the untimely deadth of
Fr. Clement Burns. I was happy to be at his jubiles celebration last July 1lth at
the abbey., I have lorg held a special esteem for him; guss we are kindred spirits
in many ways, and I cherished the warm friendship he tendered me. May he now receive
a rich reward for his labors and a place among God's special elect.

You raised the question in your letter about my pr8ferences for service in the
Pahamas. Yes, I think that to serwe 10 years in an island sitwation is sufficlently
lmg, and I believe Biszhop Burke agrees with me, but I still haw about 3 more years
to fulfill such a quota on Aadros. I came out here in October 1979; so I have just
completed 7 years of service on Mangrove Cay and South Androa. When my time is up,
I would hope to receive another out-2sland assignenent; and this should not bs
diLfficult far the Bishop to make, far already he has no priest to reside on Bimini,
on Exuma, on Inagua, and at the end of this year he will lose the S.M.A. priest
serving the 7 churches on North Andros with no replacement; there is only one priest
for the 7 or 8 churches on Long Island, aand one also on Abgco; and Fr, George Wolf
stills go out eachw eekrend from N,ssau to care for Harbowr Island and part of North
Eleuthera. ‘he priest on Cat island is getting very slderly and may soon have to
retire; so there are plenty of"job prospects" for me when my time on Mangrove Cay and
South Andros is fulfilled. Also tmt would be the saame time that Fr. Herman would be
in for a change from San Salvador. But with the quincentenniel of Chdumbus' landing
coming in 1992, I would hope thet he can remdn on San Salvador through that evsnt,
Presently for myself, I would much prefer to remain here on Mangrove Cay and South

Andros for a cmmmore years.
t

NotEpbothe terwmi f;ie\é in th s stationary; last night I had to burn 5 fine Wooks
including Work nnd-‘Worship, for the termites had eaten everything between the covers.

k
— (" N With fsaternal rghar
= TRAL 0
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Saint John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

3 November 1987

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, O.S.B.
Holy Name Church

Bailey Town, Bimini

Bahamas Islands

Dear Father Richard:

You nmight have heard by this time that Father
Brendan Forsyth has developed cancer of the throat
and cof the lungs. The chemotherapy arrested the
cancer in his throat but some has migrated to his
lungs and this matter is very serious. At the
present time he is undergoing a series of chemo-
‘therapy to arrest the cancer in his lungs, but the
prognosis is poor. After his series of chemo-
therapy has been completed, he will travel to the
Bahamas to go through his personal items and to

take leave of his many friends. I hope that he
will have the strength .to make this last trip to
the Bahamas. Father Michael Naughton  will

accompany him since Father Michael knows the
Bahamas well and will probably himself want to say
helloc to many friends. : .

I will travel to the monastery in Nassau during the
week of Januarxy 18; I hope to stay for a week this

time.

I continue to talk to monks about working in the
Bahamas for a year or two or three. I have been
successful in a few cases but I still have to find
others to replace those who will come bhack next
year. Recently I asked Abbot John Eidenschink to
regquest a three-year extension of my apostolate
administratorship of the monastery.

Saint Mark's Monastery in Kentucky will probably
have to close within the year. The monks of the
monastery will select other monasteries in which
they can continue their monastic life. Three of
the monks will come to Saint John's in February or

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
3 November 1987
Page Two

March. I am not sure whether you ever worked at
the monastery in Kentucy, but those who have feel
sorry about our having to leave this project which
Abbot Alcuin began in the late 1940's.

This evening the monastic Chapter will discuss the
feasibility of constructing a girl's dormitory on
the prep school campus. Brother Linus Ascheman,
headmaster of the school, merely wants to find out
whether the monastic community is generally favor-
able to this proposal. He does not have a schedule
in mind or aven a consideraticn of finances at this

time. He would like to serve the few dozen girls
who apply to the school and would like to live on
campus . The prep school is down in enrollment and

this would be one way to increase its student body.
I wish you well in your ministry!

Blessings ahd peace in the Lord!

Fraternaliy yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, O.S.B.

JT/ev
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HOLY NAME CATHOLIC CHURCH

P.O. BOX 622, BIMINI - BAHAMAS  Phone (809) 347- 2230

November 12, 1987

Dear Father Abbot,

Thanks for your leter of Wovember 3rd which arrived yesterday. It wus a
cler reminder to me that T had not written to you in a long Vime. "hen I was
at the abbey last June T had no idéa that Bishoep Burke had in aind to assign me
te 2 different pastuve in the Bahamas. Fr. Deorge Wolf had been attending Bimini
on week-ends from Nassau; and he certain’y 3id excellent pastoral worl fer hhe
neople. Bubt with the plsn of tho bishop to a”low the vecrle %o co shead with the
building of 2 néw church on the island, the bishop thought it best to assign a
resident nastor, to oversee the construction work, to be on hand for the Benedictine
Sisters (3) who staff the Holy Name parochial school, ~nd aleo tv try to help heal
some of the divisions witlin the parish community. And thinking T could possitily
£111 this job description, he assigned me e Himini at ‘he end of Sentemver.

Looking through the Baptismol Reglster hire T find the names of almost all of
the priests of St. John's who have served in the Bahamas 1n the last 50 ywars, for
the Chureh came tc Bimini only about 1940, and i was Fr. Alban Fruth who built
the ouaint chapel that served ~he Catholic community here since 19L6. 4ind almost
as many other clergy served the Thurch here as Bened'ctines. Most of the pasterages
"have been rather brief ones; and t7is ean give you an idea of the inkernal prolilem.

=

Thanks for ‘he weres alut ¥r. Brendan. am often asked about him by the
Sisters here and sore of the lay pecple who knew him from Grand Bahama. There is
more association between 3imini and Grand Bahama *han between Bimind and Nassau.
Grand Baha-a and Bimini are the closest ho the States, and thus thelr orientation
is much mere to the west than to Nassau in the east. It is sad to learn the prognosis
of Father's conditizn, but T am gl-d thr% ycu hope he will be strong enough. to make
another visibt tc the Bahamas after the chemotherapy tr atment . And Tagree hiat
Fr. ¥ichael Naughbton is an excellent chelce as his traveling companion.

Tha ks also for hhe giod word that you intend to come te the Baliamma abcui the
middle of Jemusry. T will -erta’nly make it a peint te g b to Hassau during your
visit., You -sould be welcom: te visit on Bimini aither coming or golng from Miawi,
but the Chalk!s flight are noisy, slow =i rather expensive. Also i% necessilates
2 cnan=e of airports in IZami. T'm =1ad you arg planniit to chay 2 week this year,
for it should giie yru a chance %o relax n¢ also rossibly visit some of *he isl-rds.

The wark on the new c urch here 1s proceeding very slowly. Work bhegan Cctoler
“th to remeve Hhe o0ld church, =nd all we have to show for & weeks of work is a big
hole in the ground and pile of 500 bazs of cement vuder canvas. ¥With a little bit
cf lurk we might get reinforcing steel nevh wack ocut of Florida and then st
can tzgia Yo happen., Bw T de not intend bto lose any +f my precious few rem

halr by frething over it.

mebning

I3

g

Yours in St. Benedict,

/ DA -7 o
A%, {-’;,./»'4,/// /?e -
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

18 October 1988

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
Holy Name Church

Bailey Town, Bimini

Bahama Islands

Dear Father Richard:

I wonder whether this is the time when you complete
your church in Bimini. I seem to recall that you
wanted to complete the work by the middle of
October. You are scheduled, of course, to remain
the rest of the year, or so I understand.

I enjoyed the Congress in Abbots that I attended in
September. It brought back memories of my student
days at Sant' Anselmo. I. was particularly
depressed by the site of the garden back of the
college; apparently the officials of the college¢ do
not have enough money to keep the gardens up as
they used to be maintained in the past. Also, one
cannot any longer use the steps and the door to the
Via Marmmarta. It was always very handy in our day
to descend the hundred steps or more and catch the
streetcar. You studied philosophy at Sant'
Anselmo. You should know that they no longer offer
the doctoral or licentiate program, though the
rector was seeking ways to reinstate these
programs. Not many students are studying
philosophy these days, not even Benedictine
students from around the world.

Our entrance plaza is nearly complete though the
electricians are still hooking up some 1lights.
Also, the architect keeps changing minor details.
The sunken area around the two silver maples were
filled with gravel, but now the plan is to place
sod in this area. It probably will add to the
warmth of this plaza between the Great Hall and the

church.

I have not as yet set up my schedule for a trip to
Saint Augustine's Monastery in January. I need to
avoid the Pastoral Workshop here at Saint John's

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
18 October 1988

Page Two

and the beginning of the second semester. Next
semester I will teach a course on The Rule of
Benedict for graduate students. I hope to talk
with you at that time about your work at Saint
Augustine's Monastery. At that time, too, Father

Daniel Durken should be at Saint Augustine's and I
am sure he will add much to the 1life of the

monastery.

I hope you are still enjoying your life on the
family islands. Thank you for your good sexrvice in
this regard!

I wish you blessings and peace in the Lord!

?raternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
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HOLY NAME CATHOLIC CHURCH

P.O, BCX 622, BIMINI -:- BAHAMAS Phone (809) 347- 2239
November 3, 1988

Dear Father Abbot,

How nice of you to write me a lbtter withsut my prompting it by requests or
questions! I belleve this is part of your policy of fulfilling the role of abbot
for the community, and T commend you for such a good policy. Tt was good to
read your comments from the recent abbot's meeting in Rome. It must have been a
special meeting with this year commemorating the 100th anniversary of the present
Sant! Anselmo. TYes, I too retain fond memories of my three years spend in philoso-
phical studies there just after the ncvitiate, 1946-L9. T was sorry to lsarn from
your letter that they no longer offer the philosophical program towards the licen-
tiate and docterzl degree. I did not know it had been dronped, but I can under-
atand why in the light of the world-wide lack of interest in philesophical studles.
However T do not consider such a world-wide lack of interest to be a commendable
thing. Maybe T am showing my age when I look back and recall how thoroughly I
enjoyed teaching the philosophy courses I had at Bt. John's and how valuable T
considered the St. John's philosophy recuirsments in the 50's, 60's and early 70's.
But we are living in a different time now, and perhaps in the future there will
again be a return to the solid foundation which a good philosophical program can
offer. : : . N :

“ It also surprised me to read in your letter that the spaclous garden area at the
Colegio are no longer keph up and that even the old iron door opening to the Via
Marmoratta is no longer in use, Students in my time found it most handy, as espe-
cially people like Fr. Virgil can assure you. I do not know how he maiaged it, but
he had one of the precious keys to that door.

Yos, T am looking forward to your visit to St. Augustine's this winter, for
just what my role le intended to be at St. fugustine's is not clear %o me. Just

two weeks ago when I was in Nassau the bilshop called me to his office to ¥mquire
whether it was really true that T would no longer te availabls for a pastoral assign-
ment after June, 1989. T arain explained to him what I understand is the intmention

of you and Father Prior, tha2t you consider it important to have a more prominent

image irn the monastery to hopefully attract the interest of vocations to the community.
He says he appreciates this purpose, but still wonders if it is the right move. He
again referred to the change a few years ago of Fr, Stephen Beauclaire from his pastoral
work at St. Francis Xavier's where he was doing most commendable service to his
appointment to St. Aurustine's in the formation program which seeméd to dis-hearten

him frem continued work in the Bahamas. Anyway he would like to speak with the Frior

again about the merit of such a change in my own regard.

My own opinion is th £ T am willing to serve in any way that I am nheeded and which
my superiors consider most opportune. I thoroughly enjoy the pastoral minlstry,
especially in the family island ministry, but T also enjoy the commurdty life I
experience at St. Augustine's whenever I come to Nassau. Anparently the bishdp is
facing the problem of losing the Josephine priests who have serve on Long Island
the last 15 or more years, and now also my presence on Bimini. Actually I am not
sad tc leave Bimini; I find it a very fractured parish community and I just do not

know who has the ability to heal the rifts.
with fraternal regards 3

OSB ECKROTH_00184



v s e o February, 1989

It'18 already after Ash Wednesday and in%o the solemn sdason of Lent. That means that '
Easter is not far in the future, .. Tt Wég,ol'ux‘“t,grh:to host the Anglican and Catholie commung -
tles for the Ash Wednesday Service this year and T prepared a program like I first exper-
lenced in Nassau and thpught was very éffective thers. We had to bring in many extra chairs
to seat the over-flow crowd. Possibly a few came out of curiosity to see our new chutch,
but most came sincerely concerned about makihg it a spiritual experience. Only minutes
before it began I learned that thero‘wouldvrﬁ,b"f‘_t be an Anglitan priest to deliver the sermon
as waa expected, so I decided T would NOT iry to speak a half hour "off the cuff". When it
came time for the sermon I explained to ‘the people there was no Anglican. priest to preach,
and I begged off trying to preach at such length as they expecteds T gid say afew words
about the character of what our Lent should. be, and they must have liked what they heaxq,
for you' could hear a pin drbp. during my 6 minutes; and at the ond when acoollection wasg.
takesi up, I found among others a c;nigp $100.00 b111 in-the basket! Maybe if I would preach
shorter in the future I might find more ‘such bills in'the basket.....

The creat joy of the recent wocks %25 the coming of 80 mariv habpv wiaitame: Twmam

ame cousin " "7 n the same flight as-

- .Thev had planned their schedule ‘so‘they would all meet in Miami
and then take the Aero Coach commuter plane to South Bimini., After my religlon clmss at tho.
public school that - afternoon.I went e the Government Dock to got the ferry across to South
Bimini to meet thom as they would step off the 5:00 flight; but I never got thare. No farry.
showed up until 4:30, and then the operater disappuared dewn the street to refresh his throat,
In the meantime the taxi driver I had commissioned te meet us had called by CB and learnod
that the plane had landed and all the relatives were sffe and sound; hut they had to wait
nearly an hcur before the ferry bHoat-taxi driver on the othsr shore finally picked them up .
and breught them t¢ me on Bimini proper, OH well, we had a very happy meeting and then went
te my house to settle in after a ‘substantial mesl, We visited a bit that evenine. hut not _
too late, fer they were all pretty bushed from their long, long day of travel. had |
loft alrut 2:00 that morning, nnd tho North Dakotans about 5:00 a.m. In the noxt
days I would give them scme wild rides en my golf cart, frr thore was somothihg stuck in the
centact and it would net start slowly, but with a galloping jobk. Once you -got going it
was not bad, but I did burn off a lot of rubber those days. We all crowded oh the golf cart
£ travol to Bimini Bay Development at the north end of the island and just onjeyed the very
levely sconery there and along the whole.island. The island is only about 1,000 feet wide
at 1ts maximum and thus has no more than 2 stroets. Tt is easy t¢ see the whole'island in
a short while. | breught along a fishpole and wanted tr try his luck. He did lamd
A number of smaller fish and saw plenty of bigger ones at the south end of the island where
there’ 'is a tcnercte breakwster from which e fish,ut ho got a bit excitied when an 8-foot
hamfibrheBd shark nosed into the breakwator just a few foet below his feet.' ILater that day:
scme of the locals succcedod in catching the shark and removing 1ts threat ‘from thé bay.,
Some. wogks age one of the locals teld me he had seen a slmilar shark abcut 15 feet long
only ahout 500 feet from whero * saw this tne. fThat one got. away, :

e 1 did their best to buy out the local straw market and had a lot of .fun
in wie precess, They had brought along so’ many gocdies for me 1like jelliés, cheesa, homa- .
camned gocds, smoked sausage, kottles snd fying pans and evorything but tho kitchen sink,
that thoy figured. they would have plenty of room in their new almost empty suitcases, of
courso they both have so many grandchildren that they had plenty of cxcuses for all thoir
buying. We had grand weather in the 807's all the days thoy were hera, and they all tonk on
seme rosy color.. EBvenings saw a lot of pinnocle played, for they are avid pinnocle fans, -

and thay brought along several new dekks of cards., For Sunday I gobt a call to travel to

Cat Cay for Mass. The weathor was nice and took all of us there on one of ‘his big
yachts, about 40 feet leng. Two of the Sisters from the cenvent alse wont with us. and we
had a very onjoyable trip and celebration in the St. Louis chapel there. was

especinlly eager to attend Mass in a St. Louis chapel, for that is her patron. Aghin we en-
Jcyed a nice lunéh, the compliments of the Cat Cay managemeont. On the réturn trip to Bimini

-, ‘fecided to'lot us try car luck at fishing, so he pmB out inte the deep water cutside
the' reaf and buogan zig-zagping back and forth. He had his deck-hand put out two lines for
e an~ me %0 handle. The bait on each ono was abogt 12 inches Iong, so you know: we
were not angling for pan fish. We both pot good strikes alfeost the same moment, but in both
cases lost all ovr bait and caught no fish. This happened’ afain with the same disappointing
rosult, Bubt the third time a strike camec nn only cne line and the dock~Hrnd after sotting
the hook handed tho pole to me, for T had the bdst ¢hair from which te work the fish. They
all gave mo plenty of advice and after n goed long battle, for the fish-was out at least
500 feet when he struck, T got him up t+ thc boat where the deck-hand could use a gaff hook
on him. The fish was more tickersc out than I, for up closc t. the boat he did not. have
much fight left in him, It turned cut tn be 'a wahoo, abcut 35 Ibswor more, abuut B feet
long. Tt was a beauty, and T know from past experience that they are delicious sating.
Unfortunately we were all to go te Nassau the hext morning, so we id nect got ane¢ arly taste
of b, We a1l flew to Nassau on the Fhallbie. meeadcen s> sean o b .
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Bishop Burke to bless new Bimini church Friday

By THE REV. ALFRED CULMEZR

The Catholic community in Bimini
will make ancther milestore in the fo-
ca) community’s history on Friday of
this week.

Holy Name Catholic Church, the
newly-constructed huilding, will be
blessed by the Most Rev. Lawrznce
A. Bucke, S.J., Bishop of Nassau, on
Friday, April 14, at § p.m,

According to John Sears, presi-
dent of The Parish Council for Holy
Name Catholic Church in Bimini, the
festivities 'will begin with a parace
which will leave Chalks terminal at 4

.m., leadm'iup to the dedication and
gl of the new church by Bishop
Burke at 5 p.m.

- The clergy of the diocese, together
with the laity {rom the various is-
lands in the Commonvrealth, will
make their way to Bimini for this cel-
ebration of faith and thanksgjving.

Holy Name Catholic Church in Bi-

It began with the call of one man,
John Alred Levarity, who tecame
the first person to be converted to Ca-
tholicism on the island of Blmind.
This coaversion tcok place during

vnesl {rom lova, E\v who ere
you?"”

1 am John Aured Lavarity, from
the Island of Bimini."”

LeYanty #nd Hagarty!

lain said, laughing. Do you know
that both our foreparenis were from
:}r:land and that they were all Catho-

“No, 1 didn't," replied Mr. Levari-
ty. “Bul:l‘whatlseemyourep—
resenis the Catholic

gressed
olic Mag was celebrated by Pro-Vie-
ar ang Vicar-Deiegate the Rev. Bona-
venture Hansen, 0.S.B., Janoary 19,
1941,

OxnJanuary 20, John Alfred and his
wife Rosamand Levarity, their
daughters,'Barbara, Inez and Elsie,
along with their husbands-to~he.
Bruce Roberts, Wilmore Sawart and
Lawrence Rolie, were b2 first to be
bapiized.

The mission was officially opexed

year.
Througheut fom decad the

aconate of “local boy” (Fr.) Simeon
Roverts (Pastor of St. Thonas More
gamh - Nel:‘mvademe)ﬁ?d the

on L same Gay, y 18,
leal&me bright and spacious So-

In recent years. as the commu-

equa:espacmbmmed(‘vodtorﬂh
people to worship was heeded..

The of God {n Blmini are
E'a! h.gBubop !A;mee A. Bur-
e for sipport encour:
ment in giving A

have the rew building blessed and God.
ded:catedw-nehqnwapdgloryof

nications in the Catholic Dicces: of

Fr. Culmer ic duector of commu-  Nassau.

Holy Name Catholic Church

white round-roof church was a Bimi-
ni lsodmark and, no deubt, the
source of many memones happy
ones st weddings and baotisme, and
sac ones {rom funerals. Two partic-
ularly oroud events for the cntire




Saint John’s Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321
August 3, 1989

If you have anything to do with the
address list ofthe monks away fro;m the
abbey, you can change mine from BIMINI
to: St. Augustine¥*s Monastery

Box N-3940
Nassau

also the telephone numberthere 1s
809 254 1511 -

Thanks ] i B

Fr. Richard Eckroth, 0SB
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ADDRESSES OF CLOSEST RELATIVES

Name of Monk: Fr. Richard Eckroth
Date: August 2. 1989
1) *Name: o
Spouse: __
How Related: I
Address:
City and State: , Zip Codes - ..
Telephone Numbers: Eome /. ——
Work __ / .
2)*Nme:__
Spouse:
How Related:
Address: _ o e N
City and State: I , Zip Code:
Telephone Numbers: Home / B
o Work /
3) Name: !
Spouse:
How Related: o
Address:
City and State: , Zip Code: ___
Telephone Number: - /
4) Name: __
Swnouse:
How Related:
Address: _
City and State: B ,_ + 21p Cocde: —
Telephone Numper: / —_

* To be notified FIRST in case of death or serious illmness.

(OVER, PLEASE)
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5) Name:

Spouse:

How Related: __ . \

Address:
City and State: __ I ¢ 2ip Code: ______
Telephone Number: /
§) Name:
Spouse: —

How Related:

Address: ___
City and State: = , 2ip Code:
Telephone Number: A

7) MName: __

Spouse:

How Rélated:

Address: T
City and State: o ' , Zip Code: __ -
Telephone Mumber: _ _  _ / __ o .

8) Name: _ e

Spouse: ___

How Related:

Address: -
City and State: L S , 2ip Coce:
Telephone Number: / .

-— — e e e . e " e e e m W e e e M v ce e e e e -

Please list, if you wish, a close friend to be notified.

9)14 Nane: , ___ )
Spouse: .
Address: o _
City and State: ) B , 2ip Code:
Telephone Numbei: / N
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My dearest ones, Ssptember, 1989 /
Hera I am back in the Bahamas, but now located in the capital city of Nassau.. All you !

friends can now change my address to the following: ‘ |
ikt

St. Augustinets Monastery, Box N-39L0, Nassau, BAHAMAS

Fr. Benjamin Stein returned to the Bahamas with me on August 31st after he spent about 3
weeks at St. John's, and after I spent all summer in Minnesota getting my ailing hip replac.c.
My last night at St. John's was not the most restful, and I easily woke up without my alarm. \
sounding at 3:L5, After washing myself and throwing the last things intoumy carry~on bag, I E
rang for the nurse to help me get on the stretch socks that had been re-installed a few days |
earlier when my good le g had a flare-up. The nurse actually seemed sad to help me for the f
1ast time; she should have been glad that finally T would be out of her hair. We left St. !
John's 2t L:30 to catch the airport limousine at 5:00 in St. Cloud. Interestingly the driver |
of our limousine was a former student from my very first class in 1952. At a later time T wss)
also his parish priest in St, Cloud 2nd had given First Communion to one of his children., W
were  soen ready to hoard nur Northwest non-step :1ight to Miami arter having ALL our baggsroe
screened, which they tell me is"now a rcquirement for international baggage, and I even suce ss
fully went through the metal screening dovice in spite of the hunk of metal I now carry in my
left hip. T thought sure it would trigger all the alarms; for Years ago juet my meial belt
buckle triggered o.f such an alarm. We enjoyed a hearty tasty breakfast on the flight aleng
with about 250 other pagsengers, and in a matter of about 3% hours we touched down in Miami, ‘
We hurried to the Bahamasair counter to check for ocur 2:00 flight to Nassau. Ljttle did we sJ
realize that they were ready to boarrd the noon flight which was already delayed a full 2 hevwr
2nd we ceuld Took forward to a delay of at ToAst 2 more hours. When we tried to board th s
flight they informed us about the delay, but within 5 minutes they discovered that there wory
? no-shows and they graciously invited Fr. Benjamin and myself to hoard. Passing through
Rahamian Emigration was quick enough, fer the apent recognized me from Bimini, but passing
through Bahamian Customs was a slow ordeal, for there were so many shoppers returning from
Miaml with oddles of goodies. When our turn came we did net even have to open a thing and
the ~gent stickered cur baggage for passing through. Fr. Silvan mame tc mest us at the airport
and returned us to St. Augustine's for Mass and supper. It w2s cool when we left Minnesota
that morning, but a humid 91° w.-on we got off the plane in Nassau; but it was still a good
feeling to gut back and ready fer the harness again,

Surely all of you are wondering just what T will be doing at the monast.ry in Nassau sinc.
I have h:een removed from the parish work in which T have been so happily engaged these pasv 13
years in tho Bahamas. Really I do not know much more than you, for my work assignment is 1o%
yet very clear. Abbot Jerome at St. John's indicated he expected me to be involved in voca-
tional work, both by my physical prescnce at the monastery in setiing an example for prospsc-
tiwe candidates to the religious life, and also by helping Fr. Elias in fostering vocatinams
by talks or meeting with young people. After I become more mobile than T presently am with a
cane, T expect I will be given plenty of little Jobs that others are now covering. One suc:
Job I already have been giwun in the form of btaking care of the sacristy. I also have somo
Mass aissgnments: as celebrant of our dally monastery mass this week; next Sunday to celebrate
the Sunday mass here when mnst of the priest members w?ll be out at other churches;. then the
fnllowing Sunday at one of the downtown churches, and the last Sunday of September at the
prison. This will be my jirst experience at the Nassau prison, Perhaps ty the next time T
write I will have a better idea of what my responsibilities are to b..

Already I have had a chance to fly out to Andros and see the Sisters of Mercy. Pr. Benjamin
was assigned to holp at Mangrove Cay, and he got the assignment too late to catch a flight cn
3ahamasair, so he bad to get Bre. Barry to fly him out on the new plane owned by the dioces..
It 18 a neat 2-engine Piper AZTIC, a bit larger than the former push-pull SKYMASTER which
served the Church well until the second set of ngines got” w00 old to replace, We met Bro.
Barry at the airport at 10:30 Saturday merning when ho came in from a Friday flight to Elouihera
and San Salvadors there he spent the night with Fr. Silvan. Tt was enly a short flight to
Tresh Creek cn N rth Andros where the Sisters were located. They knew we were coming, so
besides having a"wonderful visit with them we also enjoyed a delicious lurch with them and the
pastor, the Jesult Fr. Ed Howard. TFrom there we flew the few miles south to Mangrove Cay tc
leave Fr. Benjamin to offer the Sunday Masses, and then back to Nassau.

Before leaving St. John's I had an important session with Dr. Jaeger, tha orthopedic sur-
reon, and with all my smiling and shrwing off how well I could walk with the crutches, and Lhe
glowing roport from the physical therapist at St. John's, and the adequate report from the
mirsing staff at St. John's, pr. Jaeger graduated me to the use of a cane instead of the cr -
ches and officially rcleased me to return to the Bahamas, ¢ven at the early date of August | .,
Then he truly "™made my day" when he sald he saw nc evidence in the x~-rays that I would ever
have to have a similar surgery dene to my ~ther hip. That made me want to celebrate, which I
did in the form of driving 155 miles to ths St. John'§ cabln near Bemidji the next day in the

~ompanv of Rra Sftanhon fram fhe abdocse oo o oocze s
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gaint John's Abbey Collegeville, Minn
Volume XXVII. no. b September, 1989

NAMES AND PLACES

Wwith some modest apologies the editor sends out this issue of the paper. An apology
to Fr TIMOTHY BACKOUS, who had composed just the right length essay describing the
antics of a group of monks who went to the State Fair. He opened with this: ''The
nonastic maiden voyage of Br JOHN KELLY'S new "Urban Assault Vehicle' was on 2
September when 22 confreres made their way to the State Fair." I had to cut his

story to that one sentence because of the amount of other things which flooded in.
Further, the picture planned for this page "did not pass through the camera.'

also came from the pen of Fr DANIEL DURKEN, who on another

He practiced on this

of margin control.

Part of the difficulty
page is described as becoming liaison with other newspapers.
The first article he submitted had to be retyped on account

paper.
he produced the following which needed no retyping.

After that practice,

CONFRERES COMPLETE OR CONTINUE STUDIES -
3

The following "Who's Who and Where" list is a collection of confreres who have

recently completed or are continuing their graduate studies in a variety of aca-

‘demic and pastoral areas: ’ o :

TIMOTHY BACKOUS completed a doctor's degree in moral theolgoy at the Gregorian
Unjversity in Rome. JOHN KULAS completed a doctor's degree in German literature

at the University of Minnesota. JONATHAN LICARI completed a doctor's degree in
Canon Law at St. Paul's Univeristy in Ottawa. COLUMBA STEWART completed a doctor's
the area of early Christian literature at Oxford University, England.

degree in
~year program in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE)

DONALD TAUSCHER completed a two
at Riverside Hospital in Minneapolis.

LINUS ASCHEMAN is pursuing a Master of Business Administration degree at the Uni-
versity of San Diego. MEINRAD DINDORF is taking a CPE course at Abbott North-
western Hospital in Minneapolis. ROGER KASPRICK 1is doing CPE studies at Stanford
University Hospital in Califormia. MICHAEL KWATERA is writing his doctoral dis-
sertation in the field of liturgy at the University of Notre Dame. LUKE MANCUSO
doctoral program in English literature at the University of Iowa in
RAYMOND PEDRIZETTI has a half-year sabbatical leave from the univer-
sity and is serving as chaplain at Saint Scholastica Priory in Duluth while he
reads and writes on topics of philosophy and religion., FRANCISCO SCHULTE is
working on a doctor's degree in spirituality at the Gregorian University, Rome,
and is assembling material for his dissertation on Spanish spirituality in the
New World. ROBERT WIEBER is studying pastoral counselling at Loyola University

in Baltimore.

This past summer PATRICK WALL took a CPE course at St.
Duluth. DENNIS BFACH continued his master's studies at St.

Fe.

has begun a
Iowa City.

Mary's Medical Center in
John's College, Sante

Fr AIDAN McCALL has a sabbatical leave and is spending part of it in New York City
where he is residing with the Holy Ghost Fathers.
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CONFRERE, page four
Excerpts from the Abbey Chronicle for August

1 Anthony Szpilka was invested as novice at morming prayer. }

Abbot Jerome gave a conference on Chapters 34-36 of the Holy Rule.

2 Catholic Aid Association began its annual convention with celebration of the
Fucharist by Bishop Jerome Hanus. Fr COLMAN BARRY was featured speaker.

8§ Community debates the purchase of the property.

12 Abbot Jerome announced the results of the election for Council of Seniors:
Frs BALDWIN DWORSCHAK, DONALD TALAFQUS, WILFRED THEISEN, JOEL KELLY and Br
Douglas Mullin. The Abbot's appointees are: Prior JONATHAN LICARI, KELLY RYAN,

GORDON TAVIS, DANTEL WARD and SIMON BISCHOF.
Word reached the abbey of the death of Fr Blase Schumacher at the abbey of L
St Gregory; he had been a capitular of our abbey and had been active in the
mission in Utah and Bahamas.

16 Total eclipse of the moon. Fr MELCHIOR FREUND had briefed the community on
its features.
Abbot Jerome left for a meeting of the Major Religious Superiors, capped by
a vacation.

22 Chapter meets and votes down the purchase of the property

28 The Prep School began its 133rd year of continuous education
29 Community discussed at length the issue of the pharmacy.
30 Abbot Jerome announced that Fr DAN DURKEN had accepted the task of liaison for
release of news items,
THE PHARMACY

The promised open forum on the pharmacy issue happened on 29 August. _Abbot Jerome
reviewed the issuée beginning from a memo of Fr GERVASE SOUKUP, The latter, disturbed
by the high cost of medication, had sent to ten pharmacies a bid on the 49 medica-

tions most used in our Hezlth Center. Four returned bids, the lowest from Smyder's. y

At least 20 person rose with opinions in the hour-long meeting. The suggestion
of daily courier service uncovered hidden costs and personnel problems not always

obvious. ‘ »
In general, most voices brought approval to -the present system-which one described ]
as a useful luxury. Another reminded that we are a community of over 2000 persons.

Also

Other voices commented on removing non~prescription items from the pharmacy.
comments were made about shoddy bookkeeping in pharmacy matters..
I'r ROMAN PAUR gave a summary statement about 8:40 which indicated that thcugh the

system may have some air of a luxury, it is a necessity to have the pharmacy on the
campus. Abbot Jerome closed with the statement that he will again take up the

matter with the council of seniors.
SIGNS OF PROGRESS

Fr RICHARD ECKROTH tested his health by a week's journey to Swenson Cabin with Br
Stephen Thell, as companion, driver, cook and bottle washer. Richard was content

to walk around the grounds and observe the many changes since he first went to the
place and made it habitable. The greatest excitement--a huge bear track on the path
to the vinyl-goofed outhouse.

August Fr JOBN EIDENSCHINK tested convalescence with the permission of his
doctor by wandering to the Albany golf course. After a couple wild shots he settled
down to play a few holes with his usual cronies. He now is able to play all 18,
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS YOU HAVE RECIEVED SINCE PROFESSION
AND ORDINATION. Give {a) the Z1zpe or natire of the work, e.g. assistani pastor or plumber or
math teacher in Prep school, (b) the Jocatron, (¢) ihe duration, {d) any specral achevemems or

items of note, e.g., built parish hall in 1978, or Danforth grant in 1980.

T have alreacy a few years ago written up such a summary for tie archives, so will only

write here of my time in the Bahamas.

It was in January 1977 that T arrived in the Bahamas, assigned %o join Frs. Cornelius,,

Nicholas, Brendan, Herman, Silvan, Remy and Gewrge to work under the direction of Bishop

Hagarty, My initial a.pointment was to join Fr. Silvan as his assistant at Holy Family

Church on Roboinson Road in Nazssau. There was no rectory at Holy Family then, so I commuted

hack and forth from St. Avpustine's Monastery. At. St. Augustine's I helped a bit with

rhysical things like moving the stone altar in the chapel to its present location down

the stens frowm bthe old sanciuary level te a lccatiun closer tc the congregation and on a

level witix the ¢ ngregation, and I also built a lecturme stanf and L tall candle stands from

After one year with Fr. Silvan T took over tie role of pastor oi Holy Family

ibaca pine
Church until the autumn of 1979 when Bishop Hagarty assigned me %c¢ take care of the 3

churches op-Scuth Andvas and the 2 on Mangrave Cay.  This necessitated mnep bost hravel

between the 2 islands and some rather harrowing crossings. During the n:xt 3 years I puﬁ

ney roofs on the churches at Little Creel, Kemp's Bay, and High Rock, as well as on the

0ld church at Behring Point on North Andros where Fr. Gabriel used %o live. I also painted

231 nf the churches on South Apdros as well as Holv Angkids and St. Benedict's on Mangrove

Cay at lemst once. In September 1987 Bishop Burke assigned me %o Bimini to oversse the

construgtion of the new Holy Name Church for that island. This was finished in a year and

a half; and at that time Abbot Jerome of St. Jghn’s took me out of parochial ministry to

join the comm.nity of St. Augustine's Mon.stery in Nassau. In the summer of 1989 T

received a total hip replacement in St. Cloud Minnesota.
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My dearest ones, mid-October, 1989

About a month has flown by since I wrote Lo any of you, and things are going along quite
well. Unfortuaztely I am still wedded to my cane ani do nct move long distances without it.
I do not know if I have done something wrong in my therapy exercises or not, but I thought
that by this time I would be totally free of the cane. T do some slow walking without the
cane, but find that I tend to limp more than I belisve I should. They.tell me that even with
the cane T am lirmping noticeably; so verhaps it is something deeper seated. T am performing
the regimen of physical therapy erercises almost every day, aleng with 3 miles on a stationéry
bicycle. Mavbe T am jusi impatient, but I expected my progress to continue at the same fast
pace it was going at St. John's., T must confess that T have been doing a bit of activity which
perhans was not in the mind of the therapists; for one day Fr. Georre saw me swinging a heavy
pick-axe into a pile of rubble and then hauling away loads of it in a wheelbarrow, and cues-
tiloned whether I should be doing such things for a few months yet. Now mind you, I have not
yet gotten out my chain-saw! Also I did push a power lawn mow:r around a bit. where I wzs
doing these things does look pood now, but perhaps it was not -he smariess thing to be <eing
until my hip hat recuperated a bil more. T keen making good intentions NOT +o overdo it, but
T get so enthusiastic about a project that I forget the physical strain it will entail.

Officially my responsibilities are to be Sacristan for the church ab St. Avgustine's;
Secretary for our community meetings which are normally once a week: Assistant school chaplain;
Assisvant vocational directer; care of the grounds for tne school and monastery; general
repairs of the monastery; Mass at ihe Sister's convent Thurséay mornings at €:30 (about § miles
across town); daily wvisit to Barclsy's Bank to deposit the money from the school cafeteria,
empty the mailloox at the main post office and do any shopping. Hapiily the bank has a parking
space reserved fer iis customers, so it is the one place T can hope to find a parking slot.

T am still not driving one of the small VW bugs, for T find the clutch action required of my
left leg a bit much, so I have been driving a Chev rolet ~itation, a compa:it car with abto-
matic transm'ssion. Tt is much harder %o £fird a parking slot big enough for even a compact
car. I have seen big limousines from people in the diplomatic corps parked on the sidewalks
near the main possoffice, for lack of adequate parking space. They do not ticket diplomatic
cars. Happily cn top 6f these odds anc ends of activity I have also been able to help ovt
in scre parish work cn week-ends.

Just a few hours ago T returned from a week-end on San Salvader Isiand. This wes the big
week-end of the year for that island; for Columbus! landing *here in 1492 is celebrated as a
national holiday, and all who can, try %o get to San Salvador to celebrate DTSCOVERY VEEP-EKT.
The church wac packed, and T was startled o recosnize a former student from St. John's who
graduated in 1966, now living in Massau, but celebrating the week-end on San Szlvader. I hed
not only been his rhilosophy teacher at St. John's, but had an even closer relationship serv-
ing as his cdormitory prefect a whole year when he was in his 3rd year of collere. I travelled
b0 and reburned from the island with Bro. Barry in the bishop's plane. CQur fliyht eut on
Caturday w-s cdelayed slmost 3 hours when we found a flat tire on the rlane; but better to Zing
it on the ground in lassau than on one of the islands where we would not have found a big enour!
jark or a replacement inner tube! We returned to Nassau with a full plane of 5 passengers:
one stranded visitor from San Salvador, Fr. Silvan and Sister Margeret from Long Island, and
Fr, George from Evuma Islend. The flight to Nzssau took about 2 hours, the plane travels abou’
185 mph, so yo: know we cover2d a lot of water. At the end of this week I should be making a
retvrn flight with him, returning mest of these same pecple to their posts along with frr.
FPudswell to Cat Island, an< _eaving me on Leng Island for what s nhould be ahobher inveresting
week-end. Long island is located in the tropical zone 2nd has lots of moscuitoes.

Just a few weeks aro T spent a week-end on Lone Jsland, the first time T had evusr been to
that 1sland in the southeast Pahamas. One can find some unusual names in such places. For
evample we fkew into the village called DEADMAI'S CAY, off shore was an island called HOG T5-
LeN2, cone of the villages is called HART BARCATN, and on the week-end T offered Masses at L
villages: BAMTLTCN, THE BTCHT, BUCKLZY'S, and CLAREWCE TOWN, where the main church and rectory
is located. The island reminded me of Andros, for there are not phones in the homes, but you
must fravel ur to 25 miles to get to a rhone station fer any calls; also the only electricity
available fs from private eenerators like the cne at t he main church a* Clarence Town. <he
church at Clarence Towun is cuite 2 sight, for it stands on a high hill and has 3 steeples,
with wide, majestic steps tc the front door. The story is that it was designed and built
by 2 priest who converted from the Anglican church, who in his Anplican-priestly days had
designed and built the impressive Anglican church at Clarence Town with 2 steeples. So he
tried to out-do his Anglican efforts by building an even rore impressive Catholic crurch.

A strange thing I observed where one leaves the mein rcad to drive up the hill tc the church
vwas a deep canal cut throush the rock of the island :rom the sea to an inland basin of water.
The cut is at least 25 feet deep znd hundreds of yards long; and they say it was chisled out
bty slagves (therefore before 1823 when slavery was abeclished in the British Empire) to channel
water from the ocean to the inland basin where it could be evavorated 4o form lots of table sal
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Saint John's Abbey

Collegeville, Minnesota 54321

Office of the Abbot
21 November 1989

The Reverend Richard Fckroth, 0.S.B.
Saint Augustine’s Monastery

Box N-3940

Nassau, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

Today the five bells arrive on campus by flat bed
truck. They will be displayed on the church mall
until November 28 and then will bz blessed with a
solemnn ceremony and prayer.- We hope to have the
bells installed in the bell tower by Christmas Eve
so that their first official use will be on
Christmas Eve for the solemn vespers and midnight
mass. We have a campaign uncderway to pay for the
bells and we hope that it will be especially
successful when people hear the bells and realize
their place in our life and liturgy. You remember
the bells from the old church, I am sure. As
.novices we used to ring them by hand and  you as
socius assigned Father Thomas Thole or scmecne else
to gather five peovle together to ring the bells,
It was always a pleasure to do so!

Father Joseph Charron, a religious from the Society
of the Precious Blood and a moral professor in
Saint John's Seminary, has been chosen to become an
auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul/
Minneapelis. Father Charron has taught with us for
a numier of years, both in the 1970s and in the
1980s. He also served a six-year term as
provincial of his province. The archdiocese is
receiving an excellent man and we are happy for his
appointment even as we are sad about his leaving
campus. The ordination ceremony is set for 25
January 1990.

I am scheduled to arrive in WNassau on Monday,
January 29, and I will remain until February 8. I
will have plenty of time to speak with each one of
yeu and the community as a whole. Father CGCordon
indicates thaz Saint Augustine's generally wants to
centinue in existence and wants to becone a

Photie 12 3632544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, O.S.B.
21 November 1989
Page Two

dependency on Saint John's Abbey. I will want to
verify this when I am there.

Brother Louis Blenkner who has been working in AIDS
ministry for the last few years suffered a major
heart attack nearly three weeks ago and is
presently recuperating in the University of
Minnesota Hospital. He still canncot converse with
anyone and canncot swallow. He has made some
progress, however, and this gives us hope that he
will continue to recover. I suspect he will never
be able to return to his work in the AIDS ministry.
Right now I cannot find a replacement for him in

the abbey.

I wish yvou the Lord's blessings and peace!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
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SAINT AUGUSTINE'S MONASTERY

POST OFFICE BOX N-3940
NASSAU, BAHAMAS

TELEPHONE 809-324-1511
December 18, 1949

Degar Abbot Jeroms,

Thanks very much for the personal concern you show to all of us by
writing individual letters to at least most of us. From my own experience
of writing to so many people, even with duplicated letters, I know it is
not easy to write to so many different people and still have a personal
word to give to them. Thanks. But thanks also tlat you still plan to come
drwn to St. Augustine's towards the end of January for a good evaluating
visit., l'hat should prove helpful for you to know what to recommend next

gummer to the St. John's Chapter.

Wow, what an honor %o St, John's that Fr. Charron has been picked to
serve the Church as an auxiliary bishop in the Twin Cities. I never got
to know him perscnally in my brief summer visits from the Bahamas, but I have
heard a bit about him from others who came to know him pretty well, and all
that I have heard about him has been most laudatory. The loss to St. John's
is certainly a gain for the universal Church. But it seems to me that this
has been the pattern of St. John's, to share thsir talent brcader than just
the Collegeville acerage. And I firmly believe that this generous sharing
has brought God's blessings on the community. Men will never outdo God in

generosity. :

With the arrival of the new bells I am wondering whether they will have
tones close to the ones that the o0ld bells sounded. I always thought the
0ld bells had a very beautiful tone. This I found most clearly experienced
on a shivering cold winter morning when the ‘tones seemed to carry so far
over the frozen snow. I can even recall hearing the church bells of Avon

and St. Joseph on such frigid mornings.

You were recalling the novitiate joy you experienced with the other
novices at the festive ringing of the old bells. I reedll that experience
t0o, in the company of Fr. Arnold Weber, Landelin Robling, +Bugdene Heinen,
Barnahas Laubach, even Jeremy Mmmohy and Kilian McDonnell sometimes. It is
kinda a shame that the novices today cannot enjoy that firsthand experience
of pulling on those massive ropes and geht carried some feet off the floor
when you would get the bighest bell swinging and would hang on too long.

T wonder sometimes whether novitiates today offer opportunities for such

A

lasting, happy experiences and memories. I hope so.

My own health condition is not as good as I expected it to be by Christ-
mas. A cane is still my almost constant companion. Mark Woods, the therapist
from St. John's is due to arrive here in a few days, and T ceritainly hope to
share some of his time to learn what I am perhaps doing poorly or what I need
to stress more. I put in more than an hour of therapy sxercises each day,
including the equivalent of 10 strenuous miles on a stationary bicycle in a
half hour. But I am still able to get in and out of a plane in good enough
fashion to serve occasional Sundayp on island assignments. Without a doubt,
my heart is still in the islands.

Fraterndl 1y for a happy €hristmas,

G RS 0583
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INFORMATION FOR THE ARCHIVES OF SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

DATE: _ganuary 8, 1990

NAME: __William Richard Anthony ECKROYH
{Baptismal) (Religious Where Different) (Middle) (Last)
BIRTH: Mandan, Morton, North Dakota June 21 1926
(City) {County) (State) (Month) (Day) (Year)
YOUR PATRON SAINT: BL: Richard ihiving NAMEDAY: _ Decenber 1
TRIENNIAL VOWS: St. John's Abbsy July 11, 19U6 Abbot Alcuin Deutsch
(Place) (Date) (Before Whom)

FINAL VOWS/OBLIGATION; Sernen, Switzerlad  July 11, 1949 Abbot Primate Bernard Kaelin

{Place) (Date) (Before Whom)
ORDINATION: St. John's Abbey Church Jgne Ts 1952 Bishop Peter W. Bartholome
(Place) - » (Date) - (Bi;hop)
FATHER'S FULL N‘AMB: — | |
FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE —
FATHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:
FATHER'S RELIGION; ___Boman Catholic DATE OF BIRTH:

HIGHEST LEVEL OF FATHER'S EDUCATION:

FATHER'S OCCUPATION: daceased
(When You Entered Monastery) (Now)

FATHER'S ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE:

MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME: .

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE: —
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MOTHER'S NATIONAL DESCENT:

MOTHER'S RELIGION: __Roman Catlholic DATE OF BIKTH: - _ .

HIGEST LEVEL OF MOTHEKR'S EDUCATION: = S - =

MOTHER'S OCCUPATION: _ deceassd
(When You Entered Monastery) (Now!

MOTHER'S ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE:

YOUR CAREER BEFORE ENTERING THE MONASTERY: __entered from St. John's Prep apd University

EDUCATION SCHOOL FROM_TO  MAJOR __ DEGKEE . DATE

ELEMENTARY: St. Joseph's School, Mandan, 1932-L0

SECONDARY: St. John's Prep School, Collegeville, 19LO-lk

UNDERGRADUATE: St, John's University, Collegeville 19L)-LS

PRIESTHOOD STUDIES: St. Jolm's University 19kl-L5, Collegio de Sant Anselmo, Rome 19k6-49,

St, John's Seminary, Collegeville, 1$L9-53

GRADUATE: __Collegio de Sant Anselmo,Rome 1946-19 Bachelor of Philosophy & Licentiate in

Philosophy

POST-DOCTORAL:

OTHER: _Some summer workshops at Marquette University and Catholic University in Washington

OSB ECKROTH_00200



LIST YOUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR BIRTH. INCLUDE YOURSELF

1. 8

2. 9.

3. 10.

b 11

5. o 12. B

be 13, 1

1. R A -

IN THE REMAINING SPACE AND ON AN ADDITIONAL SHEET IF NECESSARY PUT DOWN ANY OTHER |
ITEMS OF INFORMATION OR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF YOURS THAT YOU THINK SHOULD BE

PERMANENTLY RECORDED.

I believe that I have filled out such a form a few years ago, which should be in the archives

of St. John's Abbey or St. Augustine's Monastery, Nassau.

DATE OF FORM: 1990
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LIST CHRONOLOGICALLY ALL THE MAJOR ASSIGNMENTS YOU HAVE RECIEVED SINCE PROFESSION
AND ORDINATION. Give (a) the Zype or nature of the work, e.g., assistant pastor or plumber or
math teacher in Prep school, (b) the Jocation, (c)ihe duration, (d) any special ackhievemenis or

items of note, e.g., buill parish hall in 1978. or Danforth grant in 1980.

T have already a few years ago written up such a summary for the archives, so will only

write here of my time in the Banamas.

Tt was in January 1977 that I arrived in the Bahamas, assigned to join Frs. Cornelius,,

Nicholas, Brendan, Herman, Silvan, Remy and George to work under the direction of Bishop

Hacarty. Me initial appoinbment was to join Fr. Silvan as his assistant at Holy Family

Church on Robbinson Road in Nassau. There was no rectory at Holy Family then, so I commuted

__back and forth from St, Augustine's Monastery. At, St. Augustine's I helped a bit with

physical things like moving the stone altar in the chapel to its present location down

v the steps from the old sanctuary level to a locatiun cloger to the congregation and on a
level with the crngregation, and I also builf a lecturm stan§ and L fall candle stands from

Mwmmammwm&@lolm of pastor of Holy Family
Church until the autwmn of 1979 when Bishop Hagarty assigned me to take care of the 3
caurches on-South nﬁdnos and_the 3 on Mangrove Cay. This necessitated moch hoat firavel
between the 2 islands and some rather harrowing crossings. During the n:xt 8 yesars I put

__pew roofs on the churches a% Little Greek, Kemp's Bay, ard High Rock, as well as on the
01d church at Behring Point on North Andros where Fr. Gabriel used to live. I also painted

211 of tha churches on South Andros as well as Holy Ansk#s and §b. Benedict's on Mangrove

Cay at least once. In September 1987 Bishop Burke assigned me %to Bimini to oversee the

constrantion of ‘the new Holy Name Church for thatb island. This was finished in a year and

a half; and at that time Abbot Jerome of St. Jghn’s took me out of parochial ministry to

join the community of St. fugustine's Mon.stery in Wassau. In the summer of 1989 T

received a total hip replacement in St. Cloud Minnesota.
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

12 February 1990

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
Saint Augustine's Monastery

Post Office Box N-3940

Nassau, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

as I menticned to you last week, I would recommend
your spending a few sessions with Dr. Kirk Lamb to
talk about your career and your work expectations
for the future. Dr. Lamb's address is the
following: 600 South 25th Avenue, Suite 211; Saint
Cloud, Minnesota 56301. His telephone number is
612 / 252 - 2976.

I was sorry to discover that your recovery from

your hip replacement was slower than expected.

Apparently you are finding it hard to accept the
. slow pace of recovery. You are used to hard work

and I suspect you have not been seriocusly 1ill in

your life. Perhaps you need patience and realize

that - you will gain your strength only gradually
" over a longer period of time.

It 1is surely my hope that you can remain at Saint
Augustine's Monastery if Saint John's Abbey accepts
Saint Augustine's as a dependent monastery. Your
presence is very important at the monastery since
you are of good disposition, relate to all people,
and can do any manner of work. Perhaps you might
wish to get more involved in parochial work but I
hope that you could always do this by working out
of the monastery.

Thank you for taking me to the airport on my
departure from Nassaul It was a good flight back

to Minnesota; all planes were on time and the
weather was favorable.

I wish you well in your life and work and I will
see you next summer!

Fraternally yours,
Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

Phone 612 363-2544

OSB ECKROTH_00198



SAINT AUGUSTINE’S MONASTERY

POST OFFICE BOX N-3940
NASSAU, BAHAMAS
TELEPHONE 809-324-1511 March 26, 1990

Dear Father Abbot,

Thanks for the address of Dr. Kirk Lamb which you sent in the letter sent down
with Father Prior from the meeting of the abbobs at St. Bernard's Abbey. I wrote
immediately to Dr. Lamb, but only today received his letter. He is willing te meet
with me and ccunsel me in whatever way he can. I haw also written to Dr. Dwight
Jaeger who did the hip replacement for me last July to arrange for a meeting with
him when I come up to see Dr. Lamb. Horefully he can tell me what T ar doing
wrong or have done wrong that I still depend upon a cane so much. I ga“e all this
informaticn to Father Frior hers and since Dr, Lamb has me scheduled for an appoint-
ment on April 27th, I intend to come up to the abbey on April 25th. I will write
soon 4o Father Magnus, who is the acting guestmaster I believe, to see if he can
£ind a room for me to use during this visit. I told Father Prior here that I did
not know how long I wovrld hawe to be with these doctors in St. Cloud, so my trip
to the abbey will be open-ended. It will be nice to experience budding spring in

Minnesota again after an absence of 13 years.
Fraternally
A ) .ZZ/:
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

2 November 1990

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, ©.S.B.
Saint Augustine's Monastery

Post Office Box N-3940

Nassau, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

You might know that Bishop Lawrence Burke 1is
scheduled to come to Saint John's to explain why he
is opposed to the capital campaign of Saint
Augustine's Monastery and College. He wrote me
before he left for Rome that he would like to come
to Saint John's to give his side of the story. I
wrote to say that I would happily welcome him at
Saint John's. This would also give me an
opportunity to explain why we did not ask for
permission initially. It did not occur to us that
there would be a problem since bishops do not get
involved in our fund ralsing activities in' this

area.

Bishop Burke made some startling statements at the
synod in Rome, or so the press reported. It seems
that he is advocating a married clergy for his part
of the world. I wonder how the Roman officials
looked at his speech. Apparently it did not change
the direction of the synod nor did it alter the
final report. I am looking forward to a
conversation with him about this matter.

You have heard that Father Hilary will step aside
as president of Saint John's University next
summer . Earlier this week I met with the Search
Committee for the first time. This committee of
eleven members is soliciting nominations to the
office and it will be its task to interview
candidates and to provide me with a name by the
middle of January. Our statutes indicate that I as
chancellor can nominate to the Board of Regents for
a vote. I have asked the Search Committee to look
within Saint John's Abbey for a candidate because I
believe we have serious and viable candidates with-

in the monastery.

Phone 612 363-2544
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, O.S.B.
2 November 1990
Page Two

I am looking forward to my visit to the Bahamas in
February. I want to be there for the centenary
celebration of the coming of Benedictines to the
Bahama Islands. Right now I am planning to be
present at Saint Augustine's Monastery from
February 15 to 25, 1991.

I hope that your hip is not giving you any trouble.
It took a great deal of time to heal and this
caused you much worry and consternation. I am
happy that you were able to get relief this past
spring and summer. You are not one to sit around
and watch other people work at the monastery! I am
happy that you are in a position to assist with the
chores around the house once again.

I wish you the Lord's blessings and peace in your
life and ministry! :
Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S5.B.

JT/ev
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SAINT AUGUSTINES MONASTERY

POST OFFICE BOX N-3940
NASSAU, BAHAMAS
TELEPHONE B09-324-1511

November 13, 1990
Dear Apbot Jerome,

Your letter a few days ago came has a happy surprise, for I did not expect
vou take time from your busy schedule %o write to me when there was nothing
pressing. But I like your modus agendi of taking time through the year to
write a letter to people like myself who are gone most of the year from the
abbey. Thanks for showing such a fatherly and fraternal solicitude.

Yes, I agree with you that it will be good for Bishop Burke to speak with
youand Prior Theophile and any others atout the campaign fund and the whole
cuestion of exempt religious in light of the new code of canon law. Really
1 am surprised at his problem, for he must have worked from the other side of
the coin when he was a leader in the Jesvit community in Jamaica, though that
was with a Jesuit archbishop in the person of Carter; who probably dealt’ with
such matters in a fraternal and understanding manner. I have been wondering
too if it might not be good for Bishop Burke to visit and speak also with
Bishop Jerome Hanus in St. Cloud, for he toc has functioned from both sides
of the issue, and in the new mode of the new canon law. Oh well, my prayers
are with all of you in yrur discussions, and I do expect good to issue from it.

T irony of the scene of Fishop Burke recently making a stand in the Zoman
Synod for a married clergy, at lsast in the Caribbean, is thk t he had not yet
_‘réturned from the Roman Synod when Monsignor Moss had to phone him to inform
him that one of his most recently ordained priests was. leaving the priesthood.
Fr. Gilbert Clement Kemp from the island of Eleuthera has been a-leader in the
charismatic movemsnt in the Balamas and a very gifted preacher and prayer leader
and now wants out. I do uot know ti:e ins and outs of his decision, but the
Bishop has sen® out a let¥er tc be read in all the churches officially informing
tne Catholic cormunity of Fr. Kemp's decision and the bishop's thanks for the
good he has dcne in these 3 years of active ministry. T hope and pray tizls is not
the beginning of an exodus like the one which occurred in the late 60's and

early 70's.

There should be ocuite a celebration in mid February for the centenary of the
coming of the Benedictines tc the Bahamas for the 100 years of continuous ministry
to the Church ir this part of the world. It seems to me that everyone who is
aware of the Benedictine foundation of the Ghurch in the Bahanas is traly grateful.
T am on the Centenniel committee preparing for the celebration, and I cansay that
the celebration should prove to be a very nice one.

My hip seems to be in good enough shape and I am able to function quite well
without the use of a cane or any other walking assistance. T do take a couple
cf 800mg pills of Ibuprofen each day when I ¢o not forget. And when I do forget
T can feel the difference by the end of the day. I think thev are mostls anti-
pain pills, but I think they also help safeguard against infeclions from bruises
or injuries; so I~lrok upnn them as a necessary evil.

when you are here in February I hope you will consider allowing me to work
more actively in the islands, like I did for about 10 of my happiest years heee
in the Bahamas. My heart is truly in the island ministry than hers 1n Nassau;

they are like two different worlds.
Yours in Christ and St. Benedict,

o Rkl g 5%
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3. BUDGETS AND EXPENDITURES
6. C
The monks of Saint John’s use a2 personal budgeting procedure as {
an approach to monastic simplicity. In the spring of the year ! Tuesda
each monk receives a budget form from his immediate superior. ' meetin
Items not listed on this form are provided by the abbey. To i expect
facilitate the purchasing of certain items on campus and to ;
obtain cash, each monk is issued a Saint John’s ID card. ;  The an
i June.
Monks living at the abbey are not to have checking accounts. 1 exerci
Monks working in parishes and chaplaincies and others who are | abbot.
authorized may have checking accounts. 4 second signature, ]
usually that of the treasurer, is required for these accounts.
Off campus purchases are charged to the individual monk. Stipend 7. D
income is to be turned in to the stipendiarius. Additional
income and monetary gifts received by monks are to be treated as z Monks
income to the monastery and must be turned in to the prior or the i die.
procurator. ‘ died.
o e e e T I A novi
] notice
4. CABINS ¢ away i
The cabins at Swenson Lake and Eagle Lake donated to Saint John's i The ri
Abbey by benefactors, function as recreational sites for the ' meetir
monks. Mindful of the need to schedule the use of these cabins § mass j
iin an equitable fashion, the prior observes the following ' R
guidelines in making reservations: ) i The rc¢
i ' _ i collatl
a. A Saint John’'s monk must always accompany any party using the 3 persor
cabins. / Th
3 e st
b. The cabins will not be reserved more than six months in i out ti
advance. - 3 The d
. = e d:
c. Members of the same party may not reserve the cabins for more i 8ppro
than seven consecutive days. {
d. During the months of June, July, and August the same person ? 8. i
may not schedule multiple uses of the cabins. i A ]
mon
€. The prior or another superior should have on file the names : take
of the persons using the cabins as a group. ; g;opo
: ece:
5. CLOTHING A @om
unive
The formal garb of the monks is the monastic habit or cuculla, 2ffi°
either of which is customarily worn in choir and at other cgzig
community events. For many formal activities the clerical shirt pre
and suit are also appropriate. When monks choose to dress Off?c
informally, a simplicity in accord with monastic principles
should be observed.
24
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LAWRENCE ALOYSIUS
By the Mercy of God and Favour of the Apostolic See
Bishop of Nassau

OFFICIAL LETTER OF APPOINTMENT

With the approval of the Very Reverend Mel Taylor, 0.S.B., Prior of the
Order of St, Benedict, Nassau, Bahamas,I hereby appoint

Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B., as pastor of Saint Johr Chrysostom
Church, Fresh Creek, Andros, Bahamas, and the missions attached thereto.
This appointment will be effective as of September 24,1991 and will
remain in effect until further notice., From the date of the appointment
you areé to assume all the duties of a pastor, according to the Law of the
Church. : i oo - :

Before assuming your dutiles you are to make the Profession of Faith, as
required by Canon 833, Par. 6.

Given at Nassau from our Chancery
the  24th day of September, 1991.

R ,ng, ' ' W run

Bishop of Nassau Chancellor
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September 24, 1091

The Parish Council and Parishioners
St. John Chrysostom Church

Fresh Creek, Andros

Bahamas

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

I am happy to announce the appointment of Reverend Father Richard Eckroth,
0.5.B., as pastor of your parish and its missions. Father Eckroth
replaces Father Edward Howard, S.J., who has served your communities with
great love and generosity for the past four years. This change 1s being
made because Father Howard has requested a change of assigoment. I know
many. of you will miss him and I would like to thank him sincerely for his

dedicated ministry among you.

I am grateful to Father Richard for his willingness to work among you and
to be a member of the pastoral team, along with Sister Mary Miller, R.S.M.
I should also take this opportunity to thank Sister Mary and the Sisters
of Mercy for their loving presence and ministry within your communities.
I ask you to glve Father Richard and the entire pastoral team your full
support so that the Gospel in its fullness may continue to be proclaimed
and that God's People, nourished by the Word and the Eucharist, may con-
tinue to grow together in love with one mind and one heart through the
power of the Holy Spirit. I pray that you may continue to be generous in
your service to one another and in your giving. Please continue to pray
for the needs of our entire diocese and for myself, your Bishop. You are

constantly in my prayers.

Sincerely im Our Lord, .

+ CQMM_- & /»M/Jq,g,_

+ Lawrence A, Burke, S.J.
Bishop of Nassau

LAB/plm

ce Rev. Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
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-Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

3 December 1991

The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
3aint John Chrysostom Church
Fresh Creek, North Andros, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

You have returned to paradise on Andros Island! I
am sure you enjoy your pastoral ministry on this
family island since you seem to be energized by
caring for the people of these islands who are rich
in natural scenery but poor in manufactured things.
I can imagine your days are filled with work for
the parish and for the many people who come for
advice.

Father Germain and Father Landelin decided to have
heart operations about the same time! MNow both of
them are living in the health center and doing
magnificently. They come to divine office and to
table regularly. I suspect they are enjoying the
respite from parochial ministry; both of them will
go back to parish work after spending a few more
weeks in recuperation.

on one of the warm days in the middle of November
we broke ground for the construction of a new
dormitory in Flynntown. This dormitory 1is being
built in apartment style since many undergraduates,
especially the upperclassmen, want to live in
apartments rather than in single rooms of the
traditional dormitory. We have too many of our
students living off campus and we want to bring
them back with the proper housing.

We miss Father Fintan's presence in many ways but
especially in his care of firewood and the fire-
place. He chopped wood and stored it up for our
Fireplaces; then he brought the wood into the
building and tended the fire. Many of us comment
that no one has really taken his place. He used to
sit by the fireside and do his lectio at the same
time that he tended the fire. I suppose the
spiritual writers would not agree with this method
but it seemed to work well with him.
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The Reverend Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
3 December 1991
Page Two

wWhen I was at Minsterschwarzach in Germany I visted
my history professor, Father Kassius Hallinger, who
was in their infirmary. I am not sure whether ycu
had him as a teacher in Rome or not; perhaps he
only taught in the theology program. He has since
died and we posted the obituary on our bulletin
board. He did fine work in researching the customs
of the Abbey of Cluny.

I expect to visit Saint Augustine's Monastery at
the end of January and the beginning of February.
At that time we can talk about your work and the
progress of the monastery.

I wish you a blessed Advent and a happy Christmas!

Fraternally yours,

Abbot Jerome Theisen, 0.S.B.

JT/ev
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Saint John's Abbey
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321

Office of the Abbot

14 December 1992

Reverend Richard Eckroth, O.S.B.
Saint John Church

Fresh Creek

andros, Bahamas

Dear Father Richard:

Many thanks for your kind letter of congratulations on my
election as abbot of Saint John's. Your support is most
valuable to me and I clearly depend on your prayers for
this present and future work.

My days in the Bahamas thirty years ago were a good
beginning for my appreciation for the work that you are
doing. Because I was the chaplain for the prison as well
as teaching in the school, I never got out to the outer.
islands. I look forward to my next visit to the Bahamas
and to be able to visit you at Andros and to seeing some
of the other islands as well.

The blessing has been set for 4:00 in the afternoon on
Sunday, January 10. We are trying to keep it a simple
affair and we will be hosting many of our workers and our
students on that day. During the community days between
Christmas and New Year's we will have our own in house
celebration. The one in January will be a time for -
recognizing the wider community around Saint John's.

I hope things are going well with you and that your
health is good. Please continue to keep me in your
prayers, as well as the community here. I hope that I
can get to the Bahamas sometime in the coming year. 1In
the meantime, take good care, and God bless.

Sincerely in Christ,

Abbkot Timothy Kelly, 0.S.B.

TK/Kr
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Ny dearant onaxs, larch, 1992

T thought tkat photo in sy recent
latver turred ovt suffucion'ly clesy, 30
T will ry to us® one in this revee®: let.
tor. This photy of mysell rtandirg by
the cld ™11 ip i Jrert of the old 8t,
Maryvs Chuver ot Fauring Poit, the southe
wimost podrt af Norti Andrre Teland., X9
is in 4216 sans churel yurd taat I hive
hacn tusily refurliahing the ¢1d4 ~ssidence
1req vhdeh Tr. Qedrial end ¢ ke other early
deredictines dorked by boad 4 3rrezi tha
Cri¥oids faisk thro.gh ths 1}ale Andros
chein, fwexe ¥ustl. Peint rore then W0C
wilec urrth o8 Rirw 210 4he ray soutd 4o
the erd of Iousdk Anlros, cocat 60 miles
dlstent, It ves 4z 1890 thrt Fr. Brorlal
bygan to worl o kortd Sndres, aid by 17
he hnd 2lready bullt this eelid stonos
chu~ch and kaf 1% rezdy for blessin:,
aed of course all whivugh tlis iime Af
PWrdiug e nes Wvdldlig feith comundtice
a0’ rprosting Vhe Zusp2l nerdase all ale:y
the Kurut im3:of shure, Ec ccald enly
1star hudld milaiaxe i» cuicn te cgidbro~
e, Thua ha artablished pociiede o Uathe-
130> ail slarg thr coastlins i plecss
14k~ Cagrgdl) Creeby fisn O - &wan?; Bewa
Jexng, Mela7ied Iy, Ywesh (ruek, Sasdl
fope “ay, Love ddl:, Aranisid Cveek, -Yas.
it Adnt,  Ir riourt vesre the viwiirde
tie: to ho nertk, at 3tainfer? Crocl: and
Festis Pulnt, Lave jrutty wsll disanpescsid,
but jast chis pe3t “aturde; T hed £ tre
wil to Martsc Foing to officicrte at tke
burisl of omm of the 0ld pecple there wh
cleimzd £llegiance to the Catholic fuith, ‘rus, I did not have a CatholSc churth rrow widch
t5 bury Lor, bed aleng wdth the offizers of the NORTEERH $7A EUNIAL 22CIRTY to wndcl she be
lerged and tro nearby ST, JOAN FATIVE AFRICAN FETHCDIST CHURCH the ralatives arenged s nice
Lurial sarvice £t which all ‘the officera end church mindstery got thels chaure to say their
gicce, ard I got ths biggact plucy Ty boing the prdest from hiw ook chureh. Ther we valed
bur body to the cametory stout @ hald me mray arnd laid her to vest in @ cumbizatlon
Getholicerethe:ilat cormitasct,

Baok %o the gkotc avove, ke bell hac a vary nice inscripilon cn 1t, for iv cane fuwan Min-
ascota duriiy the Fires Horid Wexy., IU rescs:s DEDICATET TO THE HUWCR OO THE HILT SAVICS,
TOLASED Y MISS BIRRADETTA BUPPZ, AMOUSY 1, 1938, Me usef t¢ hww = Pr. Lso Hope: ot St.
Fadnty Adbey, ¢nd he ever sttenduvd my Dirot Lasa ir Mardep dn 1957 I dslisve his devnar xas
oiiher bis sishir :r his aunt. Ty 3tene 'muse in the biclgrount of tix tkote was o Pitehen
sind pusheps slto a schoo) tulldiry, for Fr. dabric) alvays operec & acuec! Jor rew!ty,

umidire ud oritangtis whet he foundcd a church. The bailding has & mareive chlwasy at its
fer end; JIike you find nowbbro else in the Hehomas,

sinca ~eed letruer I tave boen tniem to Navsne. At the huzlaning ef Febivawy it vay W
dedt sk th fbuat Jrrewe Deos St. Jobn't Abbuy who was doking kds amanst vislt to Gi.Auguctine

Mmuriary. Ho seered seiieiied wite tha level of religious observence iy u3 9 brothers unld
rafesta, and Liemssd my contimued verking onm indros. The dvcomd trip W Nas3du Wit vo trko
pth A1 *ha moithdy meetliy of the priests warkiag in the diocede wivh LAshop Ruran: jlobhirg
sirytiing now Sror 4kls meabing, but vhere uas goud sheZry of ddosr 2w sugpesilore alier
the rasring of rocollection cud preyer togatker. 1V 1s ciweyr vpliltéing ond encouraging

Le sAx with the uther pudesit cnd 3rothers und dscenuc and S{rters uorkinyg ir tud paritlcs,

T was righting a bad cold thix wisfi cnd thus 374 not enjry 1y tire as =usl »3 T 'kually do.
Sav duriig 4hie visit % sec Abbou Jerasie, T had biought py eocil chodizaw o Nedisu in 5y
tpayol bag and cat uz 2 lon of frllen troes su Ot Augustine't and clee av the Gishor'e house,
for he ha! ecae tiitw &z0 caked ot cume do it, krowing that I liks to oip up thuingys Ak
ihi3 ti4p I alsc werked 2galu an the floer of Fr. Gapmge's Volkewsgen. Sone tiine eexlder T
%0 steprad dnte it o ride with Fr, Osarge, and py foet uert ight tis-ouzh to th- grownd;
2ur ihe Tluor cn the pasdcrgor’'sside had rusted through. To {ix 1t st tiat tdes L osub up
soms elumimua wirdos chuttavsand fzsteced them barseth whut »emrired of the flcos. This
vz T hed AC re-fanen onw of the shutters widch Nzd failen out and mare Dimly stbuclted
311 5L the over-iappirg shuttore. It fo1ms an adequerty renedy “c tho yxoniem, but T vde
nct recon.and a 3C0-1ts rerzun putiing welght n it; but hou cculd . 300-18 po BLI- PLROGEE
ifts o Volvsvagon 2U3 arywal
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At tha time of my most redant February visit to Nessau, another prisstfrom S, John's
Abbey was also there for a vorking-visit., This was Fr. Vincent Tsgeder, 0.5.B, He is the
Archivist-at the abbey and had come down to help Fr. Silvan at St. Augustine's put better
order into the archives at the monastery. An archives with its store of historical memora-
bilia in the form of old letters, works of art, photos, writings ard books is always a
treasure lode for later historians or people who are js t curious about things past. I
think they are also now beginning to save copies of these letters I send to you friends. and
relatives; for years from now someone may stand in need of z laugh and will look av some of
my experiences and get a laugh. Otherwise I have nothing to do with the archives atl St.
fuguatine’'s, But I have fond memoriss of Fr. Vincent, for back in 1940 when I firsi ment to

+. John's to begin my high school stpdfes towards the priesthood, this same Fr. Vincent was
-the Deen of the high school until he went away for his doctoral studies to prepare for his
teaching of history at St. John's University until his retirement and advancement to the
archives. During our visit I found it easy to convince Fr. Vincent tha% he should coms over
to Andros with me for a few days, because with his background of history ard his deep knaw-
ledge of the writings in the archivas, he owed it to himself to come and seo for himself

just where the island missionary work of St. John's beganin the person of Fr. Gabriel Roerig,
0.5,B, 98 years ago. He found his vigit here and ‘seeing the places for himself very rewarding
He Nad read many thousands of words about the work of Fr, Gabriel and the many others v
folltwed him and had seen manv photos in the archives, but seeing it at firsthend was worth
more than a thousand words. I took him around to all the churches and places that the priests
used to visit by boat before thers were any roads on the island. At Mastic Point up north
we looked into and took photos of the 01d house there that had bsen converted into a church
by the addition of a cross at the top of the old roofwhich stikl had its carved center post
for uhich psople have a special name which I camnot remember, Even the old thatched roof
houses used to have this center post of mahoany; it was almost like a lucky horse shoe waich
I remember seeing as a kid over some doorsays in M2ndan, At Staniard Creek we could see
only the walls of the very huge church tha* was built there about 1933, but burned down about
1990, with oMly the massive -—:alls st1ll standing to show where it was. But at’ Calabash. Buy
we could gee the well built church of St. Gabriel which we &till use for an evening mass
each week. He:e at Fresh Creek he could appreciate the nice blg church which uas built about
1960. And I was able to get him a pass to go onto the Navy Base with me where he en’'cyed
seeing the huge base and the nice air-conditioned inter-denominational chapel where I offer
Ma6s each Saturday evening. Then after a long drive to the south we came to the settlemsnt
of Man O War Sound where we could see the old clap-board church of St. Joseph which is belng
saten by termites. But there axe so few Catholics living there we can easily bus them to
Cargill Creek for a lively celebration. Then after vigiting the church of Christ the King at
Cargill Creek we wont to the crown jewel of the island, Behring Ppint, where all the Church
work on the island began with the first mass offered in 189k, This 1s where Fr. Gabriel
established his hone bage and from where he worked by small boat all along the Andros coast.
It is hore that the majestic church of St. Mary stands, pictured on the other side of this
page, and also the big 2-story stone residence where the priests livod when they were not
traveling tc the distant missicns along the coast, This is the same building that I am trying
to put back into usable conditlon, preparing for the centerniel in 199L as a memorial to the
many Benedictines who labored fcr the Church on the islands. Y do not have the whole roof
of the building finished at this writing, but it is moving along at a decent pace. Since

T am doing the work alone and wyan work at it only on days when I can get away from my other
responsibilities, it is taking longer than it should, Also T am replszcing the old roof,
working from inside the building and hanging over the edgs of the walls to nail boards and
shingles in place. It is a 19-foot drop from the sdge of the roof to the ground, so T had to
borrow some metal scaffolding to finish the corners of the roof, since I could not stretch far
snough from the ihsidd. It is challenging, but not more than my hip can take. In fact all
this climbing of ladders seems to be good for my metal Mp, and it has not felt this good
since T had the hip replaced 2% years ago. Needless to say, Fr. Vincent thoroughly enjoyed
his 2 days with me and I think returned to the abbey and his archives with a much better
appreciation for -the work done here by his manr Benedictine confreres, including myself, one
of his own students.

But Fr. Vincént was not the only visitor T have recently had. The ... . and their
daughter from Capada along witk . ~ who was a frequent visitor in years past to
Mangrove Cay came up to Fresh Creek on the mall boat and spent a couple days here with me
and the Sisters of Mercy. I did not have room to bed_ them down at night, =0 they all took
reasonable accommodations at the nearby Chiccharney Hotel which is right on the edge of the
Creek, and acrnss *he bay from the new Lighthouse Marina anc Hotel. None of them had been
to Frash Creek for many years and thus found it good to see the growth and development that
has occurred in recent years. They also enjoyed driving the length of the island and seeing
some of the local sights. At the end of their visit they arranged for a charter flight back
to Mangrove Cav. T think that flying back as & passenger like this was a bit of a disappoint-
went for Por in years past he had flown himseif and others, including myself,
this same route. But after he passed his 80th birthday he gave up his plane, though T can
see that he still yearns to be at the controls. After 50 years of piloting, who wouldn't?

R, 52
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St. John Chrysostom Church
Fresh Creck, Andros
Farch 22, 1992

Dear Aphot Jerome,

This may seem like a late date at which to respond to your nice letier of
early Decomber, but I believe I voiced my thanks to you at our meeting in Nassau
recently. And since you pesed no serious question in your letter I dic nbdt take
time during the busy holiday season fo respnd to it. You did make one mentien
of one of the former teachers at Sant Anselmc, Fyn. Kassius of Minsterschrarzach,
No, I never knew him, for he must have come to Sant' Anselmo after I left there
in 194e. But I did know Fr, Thomss Riicker of that abbey; he served as procurator
at Sant' Apselmo my last year *here. a good undershamding person and a returned
priest-soldier from the Russian front who considered himself lucky to suwvive

that terrible experience.

Yes, I can see how St. John's misses the steady werk and attenticn and gocd
exarple of Fr. Fintan, and aot just for the fireplzces, for you saw for yourself
the good he is contributing to St. Augustine's. Would that we all had his

spirit and patience!

I thought the enclosed latest letter to the relatives and f riends wwuld best
describe some of my activities. I get to work on restering that old building
of Fr. Gabriel only once or twice a week, for there are too many cther duties
at hand that demand attenticn. I am truly deeply grateful for the two Sisters
of ¥ rcy from Portland, Maine, who work here with me. Tpey 2re excellent exarples
of reéal relipious and very skilled in their parish ministry. .

Monsignor Moss at o recent clergy meeting was hap y to learn that I am working
at restoring the old build'ns at Behring Poin%, for as he observed, "We must cele-
hrrate thet cenrenniel in 197k, for it has left such a lssting impact on the Church
in the Bahamas." The next time you come Lo visit I hope you will find tine to
visit here like Fr. Vincent did. My accomrodations here are rot as good as they
wore on Mangrove Cay or South Andros, but they are adequate. F_. Vincent slept
on my bed which is reaily localed in the sacristy cf the church, and I stretched
out on the leng couch which is in theadjoining room whisthh functicns as paxlor,
office and kitbhen. But this is really -uite hszvenly compared to the conditicns
our older ccnfreres lived with out here. You can ask people like Fr. Emanuel
up in the hezlth center. Your cun classmate, Fr. Andre Brissette was the one
whe build the nice present church of Christ ‘re King at Cargill Creek. All of the
priests here left a real good name.

This past Saturday I had a sad funderal at Calabash Bay for a Lh-year old
rather simple minded woman w=hom Fr. Alto h=d beptized on Mangrove Cay. She was
brutally raped and murdered by a young 1lé-year old drop-out. Ironically the
incident took place at the next settlement of Small: Hope Bay. I guess some of
the violence of Nassau is spreading out tc the islands. But Nassau is not far
away; T can see its lights at night from the window of my quarters, about 35

miles distant.

Agasn T want to thank you very much for allowing me to continue this island

ministry, for my heart is really in the islards.
Fraternally,
W/ 05[71
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Fresh Creek, Andros
May 9, 1992

! Just a note to send on to you the photos I received just yesterday

from the days of your visit here. Y thought they turned ocut quite well, es
especially considering the shadowy setting at the entrance tc the ccmetery
and by the well house of Fr. Gabriel. I have recently walked into the
old cemetery and found at the far end of it a very tall cross which has
bumbled over due tc the termite acticn on its base. If I live lorg enough
T intend to clean up the cemetery. I have found one sdlitary cross which must
mark a grave of someone; but I have not yet found ary schema or layout
plan of the cemetery which would indicate who is buried where. If there
was one, it has probably been lost in the 98 years since Fr. Gabriel came
here.

Bro. Ngal from the monasteyy came bakk to Andros witly me at the close
ol our prisst/deacon retreat and spent most of the past week with me. T
took him for a tour of the island like T took ycu, and he spent many houwrs
resdirg the pages in UPON THESE ROCKS that pertain to Andres, and he gained
a much better appreciation of what our confreres did for these pecples.

I have finished reading the nice book you sent about St. Jespeh 185k to
the present; and I intend to turn it over to Fr, Silvan for thr Archives at
the monastery. As chaplain at St. Ben's for 6 ysars I became acquaintec with

sc many of the nemes in the book; I found it mest ‘interesting. gémlq}%nks,
! / A
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i ] May, 1592
o470 My dearest omer,
3 *i What o heppy Baster it was!

| Before I go irnte i% T should first
agy that the phote is of the two
Sisters of Nercy from Tirtdand,
KHeine, who wurk with me en indros.
Sister Mary Carretd Fitspatrick
on the left First came %o the
Behamas sone 20 years age and at
that time opaned a oliuic fer the
poor on Msngeowe Cey, I'cr she is o
Regioteyed Wares. Dy the time her
5 yeare wers up the povornwan’ hal
opened 355 own clinic and she re-
turned te the aotherhouss to cars
far the eldacly of ¢heir eommun-
ity. She returmed %0 the Hahamas
this past Oclobers On the rigat 3o
Bieter Mery Miiter whe nis besn
doing pastoval mimisiry ou Nerih
Audroe Ior nearly 3 years vary
sffectively, They are standing
Lafopre the Chureh of Christ tle King lccated at the edge of the ccean st Cargill Creck., This
builudng was Ludlt by @ good friercd of mins trom St, John's ibkey, Tr. Apdre Briscctie abont
3C years cgo. He has ®inoe died of cencer; it is & remiuder & my onn mertulity wlat de were
Just avori the Sws agk. Yt Ls o wery attraciiwe building, skd the conpregetiom Sure 1 loudost
in ite Zunduy esletratiens. Khom you have celebrated with: them, you inev you have URLECRATED!

‘Tue celebratdun ef Holy Week bepsn with the Paln Sudsy colebrutien for all tho Snbhelics
oo (i Aeland at Fraosh Qrask.  The lecad Regal Balwmae Puldes forse starded ¢ff our solabrahicn
by an official ralsing of the Dahame [Zag et the perk at the teaffic rourd-abeut at the enirence
¢ Fresh Cresk from the sain highway of the Lsland. Thix vas Tellouod by the aimging wl ths
nalional anthem 20 &11 stocd at attentiem, Then T hag the selemn blascirg ef the pelm Lrancher
which the prople wers holding in their beds, and me hzd a wesl wardety of peln bronches, ot
the gpledly little strands I krsu s & kid in our uarthsin Palm Sundey litwrgies. Froa hire
tho aorvers s I led the icng procession shofit a 1Lalf mile %o the chwch ublch is pevched en
bt reeky ahore of the otean. The big ohurch could net cemtaln all tha people, 80 rany of them
had to alt on chalrs and “enches set up in the bresgewsy hetween the church ar<d the Sicters'
- reeidensg, shore lsver the mesl womld bg served to all the worehipere. %e had an cvsyflow
croud hacavas we had ehartesed & big echool bus te bring the porishicners from Bshying Poimd,
DarEill Creek, ¥an C day Scund and Boven Scund, We bmzed in the pecple {rom neardj Salobash Buy,
S}l Hope Bay srd Love Hill., HMauy eame from the Aubes Navy Base, Even fros ¥ichols Toxn b
thz northern end of the islond sowa Cathelice cams to jein the celehratiin, At the end of Mess
ge were troabcd to a semy festival ae bh: differen’ adelt and youth e whildren's cuslrs of
Wb churetey trded bo subeds vich obhyr 1o tuneful rerditicse. After s Jowg perics of sloping
e pecpla wers peady for tac Wip fued which ¢he pserls ol ths Frash Creek wrish spopsered.
h: food wes 0olicicus, sbd the visiting very congupial. Ewen s neightorhwed dege got in on
the fexd 1w the pile of chicken bones that wure left ovor, i

Fw Giwide the Scrvices of Bely leel: among the chwrches 1 gare fery I effcrsd the Roely Thersday
sxenlrg conw rotdcn of the Lot Supm¥ in the Cmeel of 8%, Gobrlel ab Calabaszh Bay, There
ves & nded congrogetien, bud rot ke the ciane we heve at Iresh Creck on Sundeys. At the woube
irs of the Tse% T had only ths worvers to mirister te, bun boye o fhree glrls. Vs dlo have
o viagesgicn wb tho end, corrying the blessed Sucrarer$ ovtside in the datb to the 2lde dour
ol She cafrdsty vhers an alter of vepess had boen preporad for thet wight.

tood Fridgy fowid Sister Kary gring te Cargill Crowk tv conduet the Surtloe with o peple
*navy as I otaysd at Fresh Creel and rondneted the trsditionsl Gosd Friday Servics whish 1
comgressod inte 2 hours, for I dic pot sllew mywelf to gel esrried away in my preanhirg. At
Lotl ehurchss the puopls weve weususlly gencsrone in the syecial Holy Lund coliection.

Yor Eoly S&twrday T Tirst hed an evening mase 3t the AUTED chepel or the Havy 3ure st RHE]
neunk 6300 pore houre From thers I mrried Yo Cargill Cresk for the mals coletistion et Clrist
2he Xing Church, We first vlessed the fire at the edge of the ovean it one of the pacizsbicpner’s
YT ztd irom thyre wai ked-about a quarter mils $o the eharch fw tha vest of the veetive and
Irpressive Hely Saturday Iiiurgy.  Ab the celsbretion a 1itdle gis) of the porish woo baptized,
co this meds Yhe’ Holy Saturday colebmwatdesn coxplete, for it iz dowoleped srcund ke caerirwnt
oi Baptlse. »nd the 1ittle girl did nod mind the saler & &Mlj i fact T ehink shs wudd bave
liked to mo Sor 't pood ik im the foud 40 she had been sllowsd, It was past 11:00 bodnre we
got Boor b Preesh Crwek for some zleof.
agter moriiug denanded an GETly vising for the Sunrdise celsbreticn the people veated at
Trech Creek, Actunlly this eveuced me from Ghe scumendcal Suzclve Sarvice at ths Ravy Base
seheunded v 630, Ouwr ouu service started at 7:00 fnsh after » vory booulifRl &un rose b
of Lhe segan waters st 6:L5, Tater in thy morndng I sgain bad sn Sreter Mass at Cargill
Orerd a3 than neg whe rest o1 e dzy wo rert, which by that tlwe 1 noeded!
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Ee

TN ony 3ot belore Hely Week that I dreve the Jowt nxil 4R e am voof of the 00-yusy
£1 bullding 3n %ha church yord 8% Behring Podnd, I dic act have to erawl oubt o Hhu rool
0 rirdsk che bep rows of boardc and shirglet, bub in a dreaw otic night abon I wos thirking
3¢ do 1% moak zafely T got the imspiraticn to werk Srew the top of thw extensicn
Ixdcer wiTh just #y head sod diculdars ‘hreugh Hhs yeof ard uge rmly shori piscen of lonber
G1th the 36-Loed strips of ehirgles te work my woy fxes gech end of the voof to the t2op door
T had plammsd to leave at tho migdle of the roofy and it worlked perfectlyt (I wec vruly relie-
woui Ghet f G44 meh have to craul out on that voof, for itk my reted Rip I canget s leg aremy
quite encily, 2nd the top of thet high building is not a2 placs t¢ haw a log evespl
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Office of the Prior

SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321 U.S.A.

Dear friend,

As you are aware because of reports in the media, monks who have been members of
the Preparatory School faculty have been accused of sexual abuse or sexual exploitation
of former students. We, as a monastic community, are deeply pained by these
allegations, and particularly by the harm any sexual abuse has caused victims,

I am enclosing a copy of-a statement released by-the monastic community as well as a
copy of Saint John's Abbey's procedures for dealing with cases of sexual abuse and
exploitation. I want to take this opportunity to affirm both statements, and o assert my
firm commitment to take every possible step to-assure that this campus is a safe .
environment for all.

All of us at Saint John's Abbey as well as the Preparatory School staff have appreciated
your concern, support and compassion. We need your friendship during these difficult
days. Please remember us in your prayers as we will continue to remember you in
ours. v

Very sincerely, )
7/ Father Jonathan Licari, O.S.B.
-~~~ Prior-Administrator

October 22, 1992

Enclosures
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Office of the Prior

SAINT JOHN’S ABBEY
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321 U.S.A.

A siaterment of Saint Jehn's Abbey comcerning sexual shuse and exploitation

Saint John's Abbey is saddened that some members of this monastic community have
deen cited in aiiegations of sexual abuse and sexual exploitetion which are currently
being processed by iegal and church officials. Our primary concern must be for the
victim's safety and well-Geing.

Several years ago when similar allegations were made against the clergy elsewhere, we
began a process to deal responsibly with incidents or patterns of sexual impropriety
within this monastic community if and when they are brought to our attention. The
menastic community feefs a deep revulsion for breaches of trust zad responsibility, and
we are commiiied to the following course of action:

® to respond immediately as a monastic community to ackieve the
spiritual and psychological healing of any person who may have been a
victim of sexual abuse or exploitation inflicted by a member of oyr
COmMmuNnity;

® tc deal quickly, firmly and appropriately with abusers;

® to strengthen the ongeing dialogue within this community on issues
of human sexuality, basic spirituality and responsibility;

% to continue cur rigorous scrutiny of all who seek membership in our
community;

& to reaifirm and continue to impiement procedures for dealing with
cases of sexuai abuse and exploitation which were adopted by Saint
Joka's Abbey on February 7, 1989,

We have discussed these charges seriously as a community. We view sexual abuse and
exploitation as unquestionably deplorable. Mindful of our generations of faithful
service to the focal and universal church and the academic community, we are
determined thai this commeunity will not tolerate sexuai abuse or sexual exploitation by

any of its members.
Father Jonathan Licari, C.5.8., Prior-Administrator

Saint Joiin's Abbey
October 22, 1092
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Saint John's Abbey Policy When a Monk
Has Been Accused of Sexual Abuse
or Sexual Exploitation

When a monk has been accused of sexual abuse or sexual exploitatiocn,
the Abbey maintains a Primary concern for the victim's safety and
well-being. Recognizing that sexual abuse or sexual exploitation
can have serious consequences for the victim as well as for the
abuser, the Abbey will exercise the following steps:

I. An Allegation
A. The Abbot will investigate the allegation. ‘
. The investigation normelly will include an intervisw with:
1. The alleged victim;
2. The monk;
3. Other knowledgeable persons.
C. The Abbot seeks appropriate advice.
D. Based upon-thetinvestigation;fthe‘Abbbt"tékGSTappropriate
action which may include:
1. JIntervention with the monk ;
2. Pastoral response to the victim;
3. Notification of the proper civil authority such as
police or child protection agency:
4. Distribution of a statement about the allegation.

IT. Intervention with the Monk
A. The Abbot requests that the monk choose one other person,

usually another monk, to be his Support person and inform
the abbot who this person is. This is normally done when
the Abbot informs the monk of the allegation.

B. Based upon the investigation, the Abbot decides whether or

. hot to suspend the monk from his present duties.

C. Norxmally, the Abbot requires the monk to receive
psychological evaluation.

D. If the psychological evaluation recommends treatment or

-

other action, the Abbot:

1. Follows this recommendation unless the circumstances
warrant otherwise;

2. Assigns the monk to live at the monastery;

3. Finds appropriate work or vocational retraining;

4. Establishes appropriate limitations on involvement with
students and employees of Saint John's.

E. After treatment, the Abbot and the monk, in consultation
with the monk's treatment professional and others,
establishes an aftercare program.

F. If the monk completes the recommended treatment and the
aftercare program, and receives a positive evaluation, the
Abbot, after appropriate consultation, will consider giving
the monk a permanent assignment with appropriate
safeguards.
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G. If at any time the Abbot, with appropriate consultation,
determines that the monk cannot continue in monastic life,
the Abbot will seek to have the monk leave the monastery
voluntarily. If the monk does not leave voluntarily, the
Abbot may initiate appropriate canonical actions.

Pastoral Response to the Alleged Victim

A. When the Abbot receives an allegation directly from the
victim, the abbot normally initiates an interview with the
victim, not only to listen to the victim's account, but
also to evaluate the needs of the victim. In cases
involving children or vulnerable adults, other appropriate
individuals may be interviewed.

B. After appropriate consultation, the Abbot normally takes
one or more of the following steps:

1. Recommends that the alleged victim contact an advocate
for victims of sexual abuse and sexual exploitation to
assist the vietim in evaluating the situation and the
availabie opttons.

2. Offers the victim financial assistance for counseling.
Financial assistance normally is offered only if the
alleged victim is personally -interviewed., TIf financial
assistance is accepted, the victim is asked to sign a
statement that the financial assistance is not an
admission of legal wrongdoing which can be used in
subsequent legal action. The Abbot together with the
victim will review periodically the continuation of

- firancial assistance. :

- C. If the Abbot receives a complaint or accusation against a

monk from an attorney representing an alleged victim, the
assistance offered may be limited because of the boundaries
established by the initia:ion of legal action.

Public Statement . ' o
A. In some cases it may be appropriate for the Abbot to send a

statement to various constituencies of Saint John’'s or
others.

B. TIf the monk is or has served in a parish, it may be
appropriate to have a prepared statement read at all of the
Sunday masses.

C. If the allegation involves an incident which took place in
a parish, it may be appropriate to hold a parish meeting
for the parishioners. The meeting should be limited to
parishioners and should last no more than one hour. . Along
with the pastor who chairs the meeting, the Abbot, a
representative of the diocese, and an advocate for victims
of sexual abuse and sexual exploitation should be present.

Definition of Terms
A. Abbot: the abbot, the administrator of Saint John's Abbey,

or his delegate.
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B. Allegation: a complaint or accusation of sexual abuse or
sexual exploitation made by an individual to the Abbot, or
a credible report of the same made to the Abbot by another
person because the individual is brevented for a serious
reason from speaking directly with the Abbot.

C. Sexual Abuse: under Minnesota law, the subjection of a
child or vulnerable adult to any sexual act is sexual
abuse.

D. sexual Exploitation: under Minnesota law, any kind of
sexual interaction between a counselor and client is sexual
exploitation, whether initiated by either the counselor or
the c¢lient. Clergy, when providing counseling, are
considered counselors.

Adopted 7 February 1989
Revised 17 October 1992
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Saint john's University
Box 2000
Collegeville, Minnesota 56321-2000

October 27, 19672

Dear Parents, Alumni and Friends:

Cver the pest fourteen months, four monks of Szint John's Abbey have been accused of sexual
abuse of minors. Allegations have been made against three of them as members of the staff of
the Saint jokn's Preparatory Schocl in the early 198G's; allegations have been made against the
fourth as a parish priest in the mid-1960's. These allegaiions have received externsive media
attention in Minnesota and beyond.

As a monastic community we have been stunned and saddened by these allegaticns. Cur
deepest pain and most serious concern focus on the harim which any sexual abuse has caused to
viciims. As president of Saint John's Universit , I have come to realize the importance of
informing all of you in the larger Saint John's family of these charges, as well as of the
monastery's position on sexual abuse and exploitation, o

The enclosed statement was issued last week on behalf of Saint John's Abbey by Prior
Jonathan Licari, C.S.B. The monastic community accepts the responsibility of responding
appropriately to charges of sexual sbuse and sexual exploitation, ard will take every possible
Sten to ensure that this campus is a safe environment for all. W aleo hope to come threugh
this time of pain with a new awareness of how, wounded as we are, we can play a role in
helping the churches address the seemingly endless suffering caused by sexuai abuse and

sexual exploitation.

If you have any questisas or concerns about this letter or about the enclosed statement, please
let me know. The members of the monastic community need whatever counsel you can
provide. Please keep us in your Pprayers as we work to confront breaches of trust and
responsibility with directness and justice.

Sincerely,

Diohsn Ruabud, gag

Br. Dietrich Reinhart, 0.8.R,
President

Office of the President

612 363-2247
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December 3, 1992

Fresh Creek, Andros
Dear A,bot Timothy,

T do not know if T helped elect you or no%, for

T do not know who was my proxy and how he voted,
but I am very happy tha®t the Holy Spirit moved the
majority of the confreres to vobte for you to be the
spiritual learer of our community in these difficult
times. Ygu can e sure that T will be rememnbering
you in my prayers, as T Immediately gave thanks
bo Cod when Fr. Silvan in Nassau phoned me of your
election Just hours after the event. T am also
hapoy that you have hac the Bahamz experience, for
it should help you in score of the decisions you

will have to make as Athob. T would also look
forward to your visiting us in the Bahamas when you

o ,ZAAA$3LLAA#}L&75,AzzLéjaﬁmxz,pggﬁ
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#y dearest ones, T T LT beu VL Pebroary,
iy most wce'x" *Ma‘tot s besn Beo. "rowa B"bnus fror S, Joln's Abbey. He car Yo
dassaw &Y wha bime of my sanua ry trip te Nassau for the monthly meebing of the oriests wiih
tae Bishep, ard camg ovd o Andros with me immedistely after that meating. I{ was a Thors- -
d'xy, and Lhat is the weskly nipht for steaks te be served In the Mess Hall on %ie Bage, so -
T was 2ble .o glve fiim a royil tres t for h's arrival. . Stesk with Al the tri=eings you can
phe on ymae pla We would repest .the experidnce ‘hu nex ccuple "hvrada\vs 18 c’vili-ns
noh on duty we uaw to pay, dut Hh(n‘u can you geb & bee meal 21lke’ bhe.u Lo Jusb 53,007 L
He %8 > (ounle yea"s 0lddr than I, ~nd aines we are rindred sgirits v ha 2 pod time B
visitine ant wopkiay together. We ¢id a lot. of oatdoor clearing of- “brus and cubting of
irees bhnt noeded to e removod aad sven starbed Jigging for a cesnpﬁ* at the buildinse a*
Dehring fotng,* _.I‘ oom‘su"‘he kerrain iy all rock, but one often finds "hau“o! and erevies
ces In “he. 9oru rock, ahid this it vhat we were loo¥ing for in order to drivi down an, 3-1-\’:?
pround rod Tor 4he slectriBal systen we e ready Lo put i-to tha t‘uxldnkru. We' Toand &
BgoftM spoh and drove the polnt doun £ feet inbo 3he rock neas ehere T pliu to have the
cqcsmt. "0 a-daturday worning sore of fhe men jloined us to Mmix cement Ly hond amd pour
hall of the porch slab ab the back end or the res\"er.ce Wildirgs and steps. In thiz clab
* burted on electrical’ conduit which will he the svart of iha atesl line of plpsz T intend.
10 run Asvess the 1€ feet fo the bick of the arcient church 4 electrify that too. I taw
haon waitard for an electrical enginser Lo hook up the fmetor snd wseter cuntr-l box 30 we
can b-aul 4 ko Wse alectiric tools there ind gey much more work dene. C
Oae dw 48 drove Lo the north end of the islard so e could ser vhat that pa*t of the~
world 1s iike with its thous.unds of acres of farr produce under irripation, and 2156 yee 'We’
ruins of the 2 churclies that vwe usad =e have in 4hat srea. Yie stopped ai ann of ihe packinzg:
hovses an:d T bught a Lunch of delicious grapefrult which T shared with otheis., T 1iks®™"
grapefruit with my- bx'e‘tk“é:;t., Yut a bashel of thom goes 2 very long wey. A heavy rain Wb
us adone tha way, and ‘T Yearned the hard way tha~ the floow of my 1ittle truck hed tusted
away, ard smddarlj WEorf driving ithrouch s puddle I wun totally sokes ‘e‘tn weter!l T fovmd
3cme rags to 'stvfr-in- the hals:for u temperary soluhien, but such 2 condstion éalley for
sarly remady.” Bz v‘k ab Fdush Cresk I found the t‘ap o a plastie barrel ans was able to cub:
1L dovn 40 it ovar- the: openine: in she floos and fastened it with pop rlvets. O couree it
is not the bost §9Iatidhm, bub a%-least it stonld keep me dry for a uhtle. -
A tcert we aniowd 24 the r&stacrant closest n my house in Fresh. Crzak yl.a a supper of
turtls cbealid wrewared:bv'd vezl Behwm’an ook farmita Moxey. T had slopped in the = ﬂ,ex'- :
nuon to ack her 1T she-had any-conch on hand 30 ww could coms "or,:»\\_ "of her celicions
conch steax suprevs. She sald she o4 have conch, bub that.maybe T nolld be interusied in
Bun Surtle steaks, I fRed not had such a ddlicacy since I &34 some work on Exuma Isizng ¢
some yenvs ago aid there enjoy@d s tasty turtle sieak Jicner. - Tarmito did 1% up real ve"l
aith: all the Bahamian trﬁnmihgs, ‘and we weat home stuffed!

Rro. Ceorge ang T mized = bateh.of cément in the unusuel mantier cf ths men here aud peurec
stope o Lha outoide of hcwl.h ends of frie residence at Beirdng Polat. The men wolld havs
helped ry pour the last part of thi porch slab, but tae comdn’ mecchant in Narsau ¢ic net
”bf: mr- r.:mem' orcer to the boat on time for its salling, and I had to wait an exira week for
it. 'Tha boat is supposzd te $ail ot 3 givea time, bub that time can ba shifted drostically
a3 the whim of the captain. Maybe it was just -s well, for they had a very rough erossing
and thiunge zot soaked terridly. I neard somne cf the passen{:ers %1 the boat tell of their
mortal Cear of capsizing en the crossing. That 4s the same boet T hope to ride socn frow
frash Crack to Mangrove Cuy for a wisit,
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2.

T should have started ths other side of this page with an explanation of the photo that
T used to open tha page. The photo is of the goatharn end of the Church of St. John Chrysos-
tom at Fresh Cresk whare I live. The 12 feet of this end of the building are my living
quarters. To the north you oan ses the pillars of the nice breszeway that separates the
church from the rectory whare $ister Mary lives. For Christmas I had gone up on the roof
and highlighted the cross-there with colored lights which made it really stand out by land
approach or by sea approach, for ths photo was taken nearly at the edge of the sea. In a
wind storm you get plenty of sound effects with the huge waves crashing onto the rocky shaze.
Happily the building is about 25 feet above the level of the ocean, with a solid rocky wall
to break the force of the waves, Bu: my windows are frequently wet with salt epray.

Ror some time the ceiline of the sacristy of Christ the Kine Church at Cargill fOree¥ has
bothared me very much, fot only half of it was still in place after termites ate away all
the support of one of the ceiling beams with the result that the ceiling fell to the floor.
So T bought some lumber in Nassau to replace the plaster board ceiling with wood. These I
treated against termites and even painted them with 2 coats of enamel before cutting them
to size and nalling them in place. The termite treatment and the 2 coats of paint made
them difficult to fit together, but thers is a nice carpet in the sacristy and I was afraid
of dripoing paint on it if T had nailed up the unpainted boards and then painted them in
place. It was difficult work, but I finally succeeded in getting them nailed in place.

Now the ailing looks pretty good. And painted yetl

Andther recent job with my Saturday helpers was to mix the cement and pour the floor of
the old sacristy of the church at Behring Point. I guess we were in a hurry, for it did nbt
turn out as smooth as our other floors, and we also had to repair some holes in the floor
of the church 4teelf where some roobts of a tree about 25 feet awsy grew under the floor and
pushed up the floor. T removed the causé of that occuring again by chopping off the offend-
inp roots outside the building. I think that Fr. Gabriel built this sacristy onto the
church about 1900, so he could live there in relative comfort and roll right out of bed to
the altar if he ever over-slept. In 1912 he built the blig 2-stary residence which was to
serve him and all the later priests working the Andros shore as their residence and- homebase.

T had another funeral in a non-Catholic church some weeks ago. One of our parishioners
to whom T had been bringing Holy Communion sach Sunday up and died, but the settlement
where he was living at the end, Bowen Sound, does not have a Catholic Cpurch, so the family
asked 1f T could bury him from the Pentecostal Church in the settlement. The Pentecostal
.minister was agreeable to it, eo I conducted a Catholic funeral in the Pentecostal church
and them marched the body to the village cematery where we laid him to rest. There were
‘many non.Catholic ministers present at the funeral and all wanted to have a piece to say
at a time for eulogles. By the time all got to say their plece quite a bit of time had
passed, for same of them got pratty loud armd long winded. I think that many ~f the people
had never been at a Catholic funeral service and found it quite tame compared to what they
are used to.

In my working on the grounds of the old buildings at Behring Point I have come across
an official Behch Mark of the Lands Swvey Office of the Bahamas. It is located in a cemsnt
base in front of the old residence building and almost at the edge of the nice road that
cuts through the rocky ridge behind the buildings. It is dated only 197h, so it is not
very old, but it probably reflects the official point from which anyfurther surveying in
the area is to be taken, The Cphurch has a nice block of land, about 10 acres, at this
Behring Point locatim, and this rather new government road cuts right through the land,
and to build 1t on the level they had to cut through the rocky ridge to’a depth of some
12 feet. Tnteresting! : R

I am writing these lines only a week into February. In'a couple days I intend to board
the mall boat and 2ide it to Mangrove Cay, which is probably further away from Fresh Creek
than Nassau is., I have been invited to join them on Mangrove Cay for the dedication of a
nics new library near the Sister's Convent. I am happy for this development, ‘for I can
forsee only good coming from'such a fatility. Of course Y will also have,a splendid chance
to visit with my many friends on the island, and that will be enjoyable. At the end of the
week T intend to fly back to Fresh Creek on a local charter gervice talled’ Congo Air. That
same Saturday morning I should take cement to Behring Point and join the guys there to powr
the last part of the porch at the old residence building. Then a week later we are pla'nnigg
a big Parish Fair a% the old buildings, this will be the Saturday before"Ash Wednesday,

We want to use the old residence to serve dinners to the people and the other building

and stalls for different games for the children. I think last year at & similar fair we
cleared more than $700.00:on the meals; sc we should doat least as well this year. I am
hoping t0 have electricity to the building before that date, or else we will hawe to get
one of hhe neighbors across the street to run an extension acréss the road. For Ash Wed~.
nesday I am looking forward to an ecumenical service with the Anglidan comaunity, but.we -
have not yet declded whether to hame 1t a% thelr smaller St. Stephents Chureh or our larger
St..John Chrysostom Church. And then the day after Ash Wednesday is the 100th anniversary
of the first mass offered on Andros. We are planning an evering outdoor Mass on the site
where the house stood where it was offered. It is now a Fishing Resort, but the owner has
graciously invited us to celebrate there that evening.

me%’ Roiihons, 752
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RICHARD WILLIAM ECKROTH
Mid-August 1993

reported their suspicions that their son
haa been 1involved as a young boy with Richard when at the cabin on
Lake Swenson. The daughter-in-law had told this but they
could get no confirmation of it frorm They subsequently went
to where lives but did not press him for more information
than he was willing to give. They suggested that he go for
counseling, which he has done.

Septembér 19, 1993 -- Sunday

Father Dan Ward asked to see me at 9:30 a.m. He reported to me his
conversation with the advocate, Maxine Barnett-Cermele. At about
4:40 p.m. I called Prior Mel in the Bahamas to tell him, and we
talked about the best way to approach Richard. Since in these
cases there is the remote possibility of suicide we tentatively
decided that we would find a way of having Richard come in from
Andros to Nassau and I would fly in on Wednesday, September 22,
confront him with the case, and accompany him to a treatment
facility if possible, or back to Minnesota if unable to get hinm
into a treatment facility right away.

September 20, 1993 -- Monday

9:15 a.m. I called St Luke’s Institute, talked with Delia, the
office manager. I told her the case and suggested I thought it
important that we get him into evaluation and treatment as soon as
possible. She was to call me back. My alternative plan is to call
Father Liam Hoare of the Paraclete Fathers and ask the
possibilities there.

c.9:45 a.m. I called Bishop Lawrence Burke in Nassau, Bahamas and
alerted him to the fact that I am withdrawing Father Richard from
his assignment, but that he should keep this under his hat until I
have had a chance to speak with him face to face. My inclination
as of today is to perhaps go directly to Andros, have Prior Mel
meet me there and together go to Richard, inform him, help him
pack, and return to the U.S. directly from Andros. [Father Mel can
then read a prepared statement to the monastic community in Nassau
informing them of the action and, in general terms, the reason for
the action.]

10:30 a.m. Talked with A.W.R. Sipe. Did not give him Richard’s
name but asked for alternatives to St Luke’s and Paracletq's.. He
suggested Institute of Living in Hartford, Ct with Father Jim Gill,
or Menninger Foundation in Topeka, Kansas with Glen Gabbard.

¢. 1:30 p.m. Dr. Carol Farthing of St Luke’s called with news of
arrangements for Richard to go to St Luke’s on Oct. 3 for
evaluation and in November for residency program if so evaluated.
I then talked with Delia, office manager, about various
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arrangements as included here.
EVALUATION ARRANGEMENTS FOR RICHARD ECKROTH

At St Luke’s Institute
Suitland, Maryland

Date: October 3, 1993 between 1 and 4 p.m. at Washington National
(best if he not arrive on Saturday)

October 8, 1993 feedback;
1:30 p.m. team meets
2:30 p.m. team with Abbot Timothy and Richard
Richard should not arrange for airport departure till 6:00
p-m. or later.
Admission not until November
What to bring: street clothes, comfortable shoes, umbrella

Convey travel information to: Tracey at (301)420-7395

OSB ECKROTH_00236
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CHRONICLE (con'd)

Aug 7 - Fr Fintan is off to Bimini today, via Chalk's sea-
plane, for the weekend Masses there and from there to
Cat Cay by boat for a Sunday noon Mass.

Aug 9 - Pope John Paul II visited Ringston, Jamaica, today.

Aug 19 - Oblate William McWeeneyv was admitted to the Intensive

Care Unit of Doctors' Hospital today after suffering
heart problems. He has since received a pace maker and is re-
cuperating at home.

Aug 20 Br Novice Herard 1is working with two of our guests on
renovating the guest rooms on the lower floor of the
guest department, where the floors are being re-tile® -~-=
some of the plumbing replaced. His twe nelvbers are
' f Nigeria and Grand Bahama,
ootn students at the College ©of the Banamaws.

Aug 25 - This morning at 8:30 during an electrical storm a

bolt of lightning struck the water tower. - Only
slight damage to the tower, which no longer stores water but
houses on@fthe two auxiliary generators needed during electri-
cal outages. No damage to the generator, but the organ in
church was put out of commission as was also part of our new
phone system.

Aug 27 - Fr Pachal Atomari of Nigeria who assisted Fr Elias

as college chaplain last year will do so again this
year. He lives in our guest department. Fr Paschal is now
well known to our students and also assists with pastoral
work on the islands on weekends.

Aug 31 - Br Barry and Fr Fintan are putting in long hours in
the administration building trying to cope with the
record number of students registering for the fall term. Fr Mel

has been commuting to Cat Island and San Salvador on weekends,

Fr Silvan to Bimini and Cat Cay, Fr Paschal to Andros. Fr
George goes to Georgetown, Exuma, every weekend, where he is
pastor of St Teresa's Church.

OUR NEXT OBLATE MEETING WILL BE SBPT. 19,

beginning with the Boly Bour for Vocations
at 4:00pm.

SAINT AUGUSTINE'S MONASTERY

POST OFFICE BOX N-30aD
NASSAU, BAHAMAS
TELEPHONE 809:324-1834

THE BAHAMA BENEDICTINE

Vel.28,No.B September 1993

-

MEET FATHER RICHARD

He comes to St Augustine's from

the island of Andros about once

a month and stays just long enocugh
to do some shopping and attend the
monthly meeting of priests, deacons
and pastoral ministers of the dio-
cese. Always positive, always up-
beat, he's the proverbial ray of
sunshine to his flock wherever he
happens to be stationed.

His name is Fr Richard Eckroth.
You'll know him by his ready smile,

.- a 67-year-old monk who makes every
: day count for something. He spends
Er Richard Bekroth,OSB only two or three days a month here
in his monastic home, and even when
here he's in and out shopping and running errands for people.
Sometimes he comes to Nassau to meet guests whom he takes to
Andros to meet the people there.

Although a good "community" man himself, Fr Richard is
presently the only "Bahama Benedictine” of St Augustine's
residing outside the monastery. However, the Benedictine
Sisters of St Martin Convent have four nuns on the islands.
two on Bimini and two on Grand Bahama, where they run schools
and assist in the pastoral ministry.

Belping build community and family spirit is something
Fr Richard has been engaged in since coming to St John's
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Abbey as a student fifty years ago, and it is something he
promotes with untiring zeal in the six mission communities
that come under his care on Andros. Another community builder
is Sr Mary Miller of the Sisters of Mercy, his co-worker on
the island. Both are aware of the powerful instrument for
building community and fostering ecumenism that can be found
in the celebration of the Church's liturgy and in joyful at-

tention to family events like weddings, anniversaries and holi-

days. Punerals too are important events in a family's history
and the care and dignity with which the priest conducts them,
and his genuine compassion for the survivors are never forgot-
ten.

Earlier this year, on February 25, Fr Richard invited Bis-
hop Lawrence A. Burke,SJ, ordinary of the Dioccese of Nassau,
to come to Andros to offer the Mass of Thanksgiving for the
centennial cbservance of the opening of the first Catholic
mission on the island.

One hundred years ago, on February 25, 1893, Fr Chrysostom
Schreiner had visited the island and offered the first Mass
on Andros in the home of a Canadian family named Green. The
Green's were operating a sisal plantation in the area then
known as Salvador Point.

Fr Chrysostom was moved by the simple life and spirit of
the people, and the next year he assigned the newly ordained
Fr Gabriel Roerig to Andros Island. Fr Gabriel stayed on An-
dros and worked with the people along the 100-mile coast of
the island until a few months before his death 56 years later.

Fr Gabriel left lasting monuments in the buildings he
built and in the faith communities he founded along the whole
coast of Andros from Mastic Point in the north to Mangrove
Cay and South Andros in the south. Restoring some of these
buildings has occupied whatever spare time Fr Richard has had
in the past two years.

Before coming to the Bahamas in 1977 Fr Richard taught for
26 years at St John's Abbey and University. As a young pro-
fessor he was also a familiar figure in the carpenter and
plumbing shop at the abbey, assisting in the dozens of repair
jobs that general maintenance requires. Making altar candles
and altar wine also captured his interest.

For the past 16 years, since coming to the Bahamas, he has
been engaged in pastoral work, first at Holy Family Church,

September 1993 page 7

Is it possible that ..even had the courage to

‘thank God for the privilege of sharing Christ's passion and

redemptive work for the salvation of souls? We don't know how

much of all this was really clear in her mind, but we know that
now at last she has a clear notion of why God had chosen her to
endure what others are no longer able to bear. The sick who

_suffer in a Christian spirit are our deliverers; they make it

possible for us to live in light and give ourselves up to joy.
Pray for - and tc her.

Yours faithfully,
Father Silvan

CHRONICLE

June 1 - Highlight of the month of June in our dioccese was
the ordination of five men to the permanent diaconate
by our ordinary, Bishop Lawrence A. Burke, SJ. Ordained today

' were Gregory Harcourt Taylor of Holy Family, Samuel Mitchell

of Our Lady's and Denis Mackey of St Bede's. Patrick Darville
of Long Island was ordained June 5 and Theophilus Rolle of
Andros on June 18. (A sixth permanent deacon, Jeffrey Hol-
lingsworth of Freeport, Grand Bahama, will be ordained Sep-
tember 6).

June 5 - This is Saturday. Every Saturday morning our dio-
cesan pilot, Br Barry, ferries priests and sisters

to their weekend assignments. Today his passengers were Fr

Mel on his way to Cat Island and Bishop Burke and Fr Pat Holmes

enroute to Long Island for the ordination of Pat Darville.

July 10 - Independence Day. Public Holiday.

Aug 3 - Prior Mel left for a l0-day visit to St John's Abbey.

Br Novice Herard is acting guestmaster. Br Neal is in
charge of the kitchen while Fr Theophil is on holiday. Br
Henry continues to supply us with the staff of life in the
form of his now famous monastery bread. The bakery lights are
often lit as early as 4:30am. Fr Theophil will resume his
teaching duties with the fall session of school.
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IN MEMORY OF

DEAR OBLATES,

On August 23 _ died after be-
ing an invalid for 25 years. Before that she had been a
faithful organist as St Francis Xavier Cathedral. I used to
drop in and visit and had done so a few days before her
death. If the smile aand exuberance that came over her when-
ever she nad a visitor was any indication, she must have under-—
stood her vocation of suffering with Christ to bring light to
othere

who knew by personal experience

a great deal about affliction, sickness, failure and mental
and physical collapse, wrote a prefaca tn +ha Notebook of his
invalid sister. 1In it we read: "O , my sister,
while I in my devotion to the positive forces of the universe,
was roaming over continents and oceans, you, stretched out
motionless on your bed of sickness, were silently transforming
into light the most grievous shadows of the world. Tell ne,
in the eyes of the Creator, which of us will have chosen the
better part?"®

From the time she was n ._s interested in music
and she used music to overcome the darkness of the world and
to bring light and Jjoy into the life of children and grown-
ups.
What must have gone through ker mind during this past quar-
ter century as she lay helpless in her bed? Did she continue
to understand her vocation of bringing light and joy into the
world? Every Christian has this vocation. The world is full
of gloom, confusion and darkness. Did understand that
God was calling her to combine those kinds of darkness in
her own life, and to endure.them patiently? Did she under-
stand that God has destined her to concentrate in herself
the burdens, darkness and weight of the world and to trans-
form them into God's joy?

It surely seems so, because even a few days before her
death she could still shout for joy at the sight of a visitor.
By bearing the obscurity and darkness of the world in her
own person, but at the same time opening her own darkness
to the light of Christ, she has made the world happier and
brought us all a littlelearer to heaven. Understanding this,
she proably did not need to be told anything more about the
mystery of human suffering.
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then on South Andros, then at
Bimini, and now back on cen-
tral Andros.

Now a survivor from hip
surgery and arthritis, Fr
Richard walks with a decided
limp, but in place of a cane
his usual walking companicn is
a chain saw or a box of tools.

THIRTY YEARS AGO

Thirty years ago there ap-
peared on the Bahamian scene
Fr Burton Bloms {(left), a man
whose educational vision has
captured the imagination of
the missionary areas in which
he has worked - Mexico, Puerto
. —e Rico and the Bahamas.

Here was another community

Fr Burton Bloms, OSB builder - a zealous monk,
priest and teacher,a.tireless worker for academic excellence
and a skilled athlete. He came to the Bahamas to succeed‘Fr
Frederic Frey as Headmaster of St Augustine's College, which
position he held for the next four years, when Fr Bonaventure
Dean succeeded him. Fr Frederic died on Christmas Day, 1963.
Fr Burton had taken on the duties of headmaster in October
'63.

At that time we were not thinking of indepepdence yet, but
only enlarging the school and making it our chief source of
income, since it was where all of our monks were involved
directly or indirectly. With Fr Burton the student enrol-
lment was increased from 174 to 1,000 and the teaching staff
was enlarged from a dozen to over 50, mainly lay men and
women.

Fr Burton broadened the curriculum to include general. .
studies, supervised the building of the library. the adyln}s—
tration building, twelve new classrooms, an athletic bglldlng
with swimming pool, and new kitchen and dining facilities.
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In four short years Fr Burton obtained vast support through a
Board of Directors and personal contact with business and fi-
nancial leaders in Nassau. He demanded quality performance

from students and teachers alike and was not disappointed. His
building plans and his organization of the fund-raising activ-
ities was a daring venture, but he soon demonstrated his geni-
us for organization and won the confidence, not only of big

donors but also of other headmasters and educators in the Baha-

mas, just as he had in Mexico and Puerto Rico. Also, he res-
pected what Prior Frederic had done in the nineteen years of
his administration and, instead of supplanting it, built on
the established foundation. :

There were thogse (in 1963) who warned Fr Burton that if he
raised tuition the parents would take their children out of
St Augustine's and put them intoc free government schools. He
doubled the tuition fees and the next year enrollment went
from 176 to 400 students.

Today, at 73, this energetic monk has a few more wrinkles
than our photo of 30 years ago, but he is still active as
the chaplain of St Theresa Home, a large retirement center
for senior citizens in Minneapolis.

WELCOME TO OUR GUESTS

We hope that while you are our gquests you will feel that you
are part of our Benedictine family where we live tcgether,
work together and pray together. Monks do not live in the
monastery in order "to get away.from it all," but rather te
make a needed contribution to life in our times and in our
country. We do this by living 2 life that combines prayer
and work.

We hope you will feel comfortable as our family guests,
free to discover your own humanity and goodness ané to share
them with us. If we have any authentic voice in your pre-
sence, it is only the voice which speaks to your own experi-
ence and to your own hopes for mankind. Perhaps during your
visit to St Augustine's we can, together, understand better
the thirst for life and growth which is so much a part of
modern man's search for meaning. We believe that a monastery
should be a place where the most important values about man
and his life are preserved, expressed and encouraged.
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As Prior of the monastery and Chancellor of the college,
'"PRIOR MEL TAYLOR bears the ultimate responsibility for both.
He keeps in daily touch with administrators, teachers and
students. Keeping in mind that the head of the monastery has
the place of Christ in the community, the Prior has the diffi-

cult task of “mingling gentleness with sternness." Students
soon get the message and appreciate the love and attention.



My dearest ones, Reptember, 1993

The calendar may read mig-September us I type this page, but the thermometer reads hotest
surmer. My only consolation 1s that I do not hive to spend time in the ¢classroom as Lhe kis
here have to alresdy. It is said that these hot swmer spells are psrt of the reason for
hurricanes to ba generated into such powerful forces of mature. Just a couple weeks ago
all the Behamas anxiously tracked the major hurricems EMILY. Itws with much relief that
it tracked north of the Bahsma Islands and then happdly veerdd out to ses just before 3t
was due to strike the North Cerolina coast. But since we are only half way through the
hurricane season, and the secchd half has the werst history, thers is stA11 much apprehen-
sicn. You can be sure that every Sundey Moss has a speciel petition teo God to spare ue
sgain. And there is no ons reluctant to answer AMEN to that ome.

The above photo was taken this spring when my . friends from .
visited here. It nicely shous the big church bell we have hers at Fresh Creek. I do pot

" know 3L it was ever mounted in a bell tower; I doubt it; but 1t is sturdilysmounted on a

cement base. One cannot swing it as most bells are scunded, but with a rope cne pulls the
striking hammer against the 1ip of the bell to crsate a very satiafying gong that sounds
211 theough the settlement, It 1s certainly the biggest and loudest bell in this patt of
the Dahawmas. It would bo interesting to learn the origin of the bell...There is a recent
change in the scenery, for about 3 week ago three of my friends from the Bavy Base camo
after their regular work, and with a much better chain saw than I have cut down that big
double-tiunk causarina in the background. I way alvays fearful that a good storm or hurri-
cana might scmeday- topple it onto the churck roof., T is a fast growing spacieos of pine,
also called the Awatralian pine, but it 1s not & lumber iree. Wood carvers like it, for
the heart of the trunk is s rich red cilor, and bthe outer several inches of wood is white;
so a good carver can create interesting sculptures from this wood. It took me only 2 days
of burning before I had the whole tree put away to ashes, for open burring is permitted

in the Bahsmas, I think that when it was first planted so close %o the church it was
plannsd to0 top it off every, couple years; but that must have ceased about 15 years sge,
and soon the top was towering over the church.

In thet open flat area in the background I recently came upon Iy openings in ihe rock,
the openings to what amounts to caves. Some friends suspenddd lights inte ‘them and decided
that they probably were never used by thoe original native Indiane for habitation or protec
tion. One wie aboub & feet deop, tmt another was at least 12 feet deep, and a third one
had lots of water in tha bottom of the cave, and we could not figure cut whether it was
ses, water that came through an underground channel or whsther it was simply an accummula-
tion of rain water, of which we have had lots lately. Cno of the stone openings was too
smzll for any of ua to fit throuwgh, and the other caves did not svem that interestimg to
be worth the effort of squeesing in, There has been talk ameng the kids that are caves
back in the heavy brush which covers about half of ths church property. So with machetes
we hacked our way through the brush in ssveral areas, @ot plenty of scratches for my efforts,
but did mot stumble into anything like the repmted caves. But it is not just the kids who
claln the existence of such caves in the church yard, for soms of the old timers also claim
they played in the cavas when thoy were youngsters. So you lmow the storiss have been
around a long tims. We did stumble upon someons's parljuana plant in a pot ready for quick
removal. And we also came upon same old cement walls of & houss fotally overgrown with
trees andvines and smaller brush., They did pick up an old type of saucer of metal, bubt
coated with porcelain, whits with a blue edge. Iuteresting! —

L, AL
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Pather Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
FROM: Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0.S.B.
RE: travel plans
DATE: September 27, 1993

I spoke with the folks at St Luke’s in Suitland, Maryland, this
morning. If I let them know where you will be staying in
Washington they will arrange to have you picked up at that motel.
Let me know and I will phone them tomorrow.

They suggest that you bring street clothes, comfortable shoes, an
umbrella.

Unfortunately I have discovered that on October 8 I am expected to
be here for the blessing of Sexton Commons. Therefore I will not
be able to be with you and the team for the closing session. When
I talked with them today they gave their o.k., especially since I
have been there before and know their procedures and will more
easily understand their reports and recommendations. I would have
preferred to be with you to be a support and I have judged it
better that I not ask someone else to substitute for me. They will
give me a report on the telephone first, and then a written report
later. Believe me, I will be with you in prayer the whole way. If
you want to stop in and talk about any of this feel free to do so.
Peace.
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EVALUATION ARRANGEMENTS FOR RICHARD ECKROTH

At St Luke’s Institute
Suitland, Maryland

Date: October 3, 1993 between 1 and 4 p.m. at Washington National
(best if he not arrive on Saturday)

October 8, 1993 feedback;
1:30 p.m. team meets
2:30 p.m. team with Abbot Timothy and Richard
Richard should not arrange for airport departure till 6:00
p.m. or later.
Admission not until November
What to bring: street clothes, comfortable shoes, umbrella

convey travel information to: Tracey at (301)420-7395
3 s 1
W/Lt Conner 2\
q y 5 ’
GImAIY
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SAINT JOHN'S ABBEY

BOX 2015
COLLEGEVILLE, MINNESOTA 56321-2015

OFFICE OF THE ABBOT

September 27, 1993
Dr. Catherine Turner
St Luke Institute
Suitland, Maryland
FAX: 301-967-3953
Dear Dr. Turner:
Following is a page of confidential notes concerning Father Richard
Eckroth in preparation for his evaluation at St Luke’s. Thanks for
your assistance.
Sincerely in Christ,

jmwzﬂdﬁ

_Abbot Timothy Kelly, 0O.S.B.

PHONE 612 363-2544 4HEEENED /X 612 363-3082
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Mr. & Mrs. , with Maxine
October 10, 1993 3:00 P.M. to c.4:00 P.M.

Met with Mr. & Mrs. - and son along with Maxine. Mrs.
is stepmother, his mother having died in the early
70s. Mr. held a job in the Twin Cities and wasn’t home much

in those days because he had to support his family. He said his
grandmother had moved in to take care of the children. 1I’m not
sure if he meant grandmother or Mr. - arandmother.
lives in He is
, but under medication that seems to be working. He 1s
looking to move into his own apartment when he can get the subsidy
he needs for this. He is working, I believe he said it was for
a former Fingerhut building, where he packs knives, forks,
spoons, for shipping. It is, it seems, a less than minimum wage
job but he believes he is the best worker there. He does a lot of
volunteer work for neighbors, especially for one older woman,
because he wants God to see that he is doing good deeds. He used
to do drugs, but it was not clear to me whether this was hard drugs
or pot or a combination. He now smokes one cigarette a day and
laughs about wanting to quick the habit altogether. He sees his
counsellor once a week who assures him that he is not homosexual
nor a bad person.

tells what happened to him about 20 years ago. He says he was
about 6 or 7, now he is 27, I believe. He began by saying he
didn’t remember the name of the priest but Richard sounds right to
him. At one point he called him Robert. The incident he recalls
was a trip to a cabin. He described it as a place on a hill with
a slope down to the lake. In the cabin there was a loft where the
boys and Richard slept while a - girl slept on a top double
decker bed in the lower part of the cabin. He says he was in bed
with Richard as was one of the boys. It seems brother

was in another bed. In the middle of the night, he says,
Richard placed hand on Richard’s penis. felt it but
then pulled away. After that, " was on his stomach and Richard
got on top of him and placed his penis in "my butt." It hurt and
he started wimpering. Richard, he says, placed a pillow over his
head to quiet him. He says that after it was over they prayed for

awhile and thinks Richard knew it was wrong and wanted to pray
now. When this praying happened isn’t quite clear to me. The next
day when went to the bathroom he bled and saw blood in his

stool. Hhe was afraid he was bleeding to death. When I asked him
about the bathroom he couldn’t remember whether there was an
outhouse or if they just went in the woods. They went swimming and
the water made it hurt all the more. He didn’t want to be in the
water. They were playing a game of dunking each other. Richard
had told that if he told anyone what happened it would be a
great sin and thought that if a priest said this it must be
true. In the aAunking game Richard held in the water and he
got some water in his lungs, he says. Richard told him that
accidents do happen especially if someone commits the great sin of
telling. He never told anyone of this later on but did have
nightmares about it.
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Mr. & Mrs. and page 2

Later on he remembers that Wilma the housekeeper at St Augustine's
rectory told him that if he wanted candy he should get it from her
and not from Richard. He thinks Wilma knew something funny was
going on with Richard and was trying to protect him from anything
bad happeninq. Nothing further happened to him and that was the
only time he went to the cabin with Richard. He thinks Wilma
talked his grandmother into not letting Richard take them anymore,
though this seems very speculative. He spoke of Richard as a good
priest who had this one problem, who would have been a good priest
if it hadn’t been for this mental illness. He admired Richard
because he was so good with the kids, and he referred to him at one
point as playing the guitar.

became conscious of this when he heard about the Porter case.
His father showed him an article in the paper and his reaction was
intense. He threw the paper aside and said he didn’t want to think

about this. Then he heard about the boys through his
stepmother who had talked to . Since this happened to
the boys, according to her, he believed that it happened to

him as well, that his nightmares were founded in a painful reality,
that he wasn't making it up. I believe he said he has not talked
with the boys (now men) about it.

Mr. has real problems with all of this. According to his
wife of 12 years he sleeps poorly and rehearses it often. He needs
couselling, she says. Part of the problem antidates what happened
to or his knowledge of what happened to ., He was in the
service -- and I’m not certain for which war -- and was a volunteer
on occasion to go with a group to wipe out what I would interpret
to be snipers. He hinted broadly that his involvement was in
killing those who had killed our men and that he had done this on
a volunteer basis, clearly a matter that disturbs him to this day.
Add to this what happened to his son and you have a man who is
in need of counselling. understands his own mental illness as
something he cannot control alone, while he says that Richard’s he
should be able to control.

We all encouraged Mr. to seek counselling and Maxine said she
would help him find someone suitable. I offered to have Maxine and
Dan Ward work out an agreement whereby we would pay for this
counselling. In the name of the community I asked forgiveness for
what happened to and promised to help where I could. I told
them I had gone to the Bahamas and returned with Richard and that
I have had him evaluated and will pursue the necessary course of
action with him. I did not add any evaluation of what the
conclusions were in his regard.
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Father Richard Eckroth, 0.S.B.
October 9, 1993 in the morning (Saturday)

Father Richard called me and asked to see me. He came to my office
to talk about the evaluation he had had the day before at St Luke’s
Institute in Suitland, Maryland. He is prepared to return there
according to their recommendations, or to another such program if
the abbot judges that best. St Luke‘’s can’t take him until around
Christmas time, so he will pursue having his hip surgery taken care
of. He should be up and around in time to go. I made it clear
that I cannot place his somewhere that would pose a danger to
anyone else. He thought that if he could go back to the Bahamas
and live in the monastery that he would not be endangering anyone
and I told him I would have to evaluate that. He agreed to finding
someone in the community with whom he can talk and the likelihood
is that will be R.P.
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Saint Luke Institute

CONFIDENTIAL October 22, 1993

Right Reverent Timothy T. Kelly, OSB
Abbot and Chancellor

St. John’s Abbey

PO Box 2015

Collegeville, Minnesota 56321
RE: Reverend Richard Eckroth, OSB

SLI NO: 12814
Dear Abbot Kelly:

Thank you for your referral of Father Richard Eckroth who is, as you know, a 67 year-
old Benedictine priest from St. John’s Abbey in Collegeville. Father Eckroth was
referred to Saint Luke Institute for evaluation following allegations that were made
against him that stemmed from incidents that occurred approximately 19 or 20 years
ago. According to Father Eckroth, the complainants- allege that he had sexual contact
with two different boys, both of whom were approximately seven years old at the time.
Father Eckroth states that these allegations came to him approximately two weeks
before the evaluation. Father Eckroth denies having sexual contact with either of
these two boys and, in fact, denies having sexual contact with anyone in his life. It is
important to note that there is another complaint that had been lodged against Father
Eckroth approximately six or seven years ago. Father Eckroth is somewhat vague
about the nature of this complaint, except that It was "something sexual." In light of
these allegations, it was thought that a complete psychological and physical evaluation

at Saint Luke Institute was justified.

Father Eckroth came to Saint Luke Institute on October 3, 1993 and completed his
evaluation on October 8, 1993. Although Father Eckroth was somewhat defensive on
the psychological testing companent of the evaluation, we nevertheless believe that we
were able to make an accurate assessment of his current psychological functioning.

When we evaluate an individual who has been having emotional and/or behavioral
problems, we include an assessment of a wide variety of motivations, developmental
experiences and physical factors. Our assessment protocol includes the following

elements:

2420 Brooks Drive » Suitland, Maryland 20746-5284 e (301) 967-3700 ® FAX: (301) 867-3953
Afflliated with the Daughters of Charity, National Health System
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Rt. Reverend Timothy T. Kelly, OSB October 22, 19393
RE: Reverend Richard Eckroth, OSB - SLI NO: 12814 Page 2

Psychosocial interview.

Clinical interview.

Physical and neurological examination.

Electrocardiogram.

Chest x-ray.

Psychological testing including personality and projective tests.
Neuropsychological testing including intelligence tests, memory tests, the
Halstead-Reitan neuropsychological tests.

Spiritual assessment.

NoOprwP~

The final step in the evaluation process Is a discussion among the evaluation team
members about the client. We then meet with the client to report our findings and
recommendations. This report will outline the results of our interviews and testing and

will detall our recommendations.

PSYCHOSOCIAL HISTORY: We take a detailed background history from our clients
in order to understand the impact of past events on current attitudes and behavior....
Although we gathered many details about Father Eckroth’s background, we will
include only the clinically relevant information in this report.

Father Eckroth was born on June 21, 1926 in North. Dakota. He is the ninth oldest of
fourteen children; the two children born just ahead of Father Eckroth both died when
they were very young. Father Eckroth reports that their deaths,’in addition to his
being a somewhat sickly child, made his mother quite concerned about his health.

Father Eckroth describes his mother as a beautiful, shy and gentle person who was
orphaned at age six when her own mother drowned. He describes his father as a
gentleman.who was honest and never seemed angry. .

Father Eckroth does not recall any separation problems when he began school. He
recalls that he enjoyed elementary school and liked his teachers. He was, reportedly,
a good student and reports that he had several friends.

Because the allegations against Father Eckroth are sexual in nature, we took a
detalled sexual history from him. Father Eckroth states that there was very litile talk
about sexuality in his family. He reports that there was very little open affection
between family members but, nevertheless, there was a strong feeling that he was in a
loving family. Father Eckroth denies any early peer sexual contact. He says there
was no discussion with peers and no experimentation with his peers around sexual
matters. He recalls that, in eighth grads, he got a pamphlet about sex from his

- mother. He says that he started to enter puberty at approximately age 13 or 14. He
reports that he was embarrassed about nocturnal emissions at that time. Father
Eckroth reports that he would occasionally touch himself in order to become sexually
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arcused, but avoided stimulating himself to the point of ejaculation. He recalls that in
prep school an older boy tried to get in bed with him, but Father Eckroth, reportedly,

rebuffed him.

Father Eckroth states that when he did start engaging in masturbatory activity, it
occurred approximately twice a month. Father Eckroth denies ever having sexual

contact with an adult while he was young.

Father Eckroth states that he went to St. John's Prep in Collegeville, graduating in
1944, After that he attended St. John's University before going to Rome to study
philosophy. He then returned to St. John’s and was ordained in 1952. Father Eckroth
reportedly taught philosophy at St. John’s until the mid 1970s. After this he went to
the Bahamas and did parochial ministry and missionary work. He describes his
ministry assignments in very positive terms and states that he is happy with his

present work load.

Regarding the allegations against him, Father Eckroth states that he used to enjoy....
taking children on outings. He reports that the Abbey owned a log cabin and that he
would usually bring between five and seven boys at a time for overnight trips. He .
states that most of these boys were approximately ages 10 through 12, but he would
sometimes. bring younger children if they were accompanied by an older sibling.. .
Father Eckroth also mentions that, at times, he would bring both boys and girls on the

trip.

One of the people bringing the complaint against Father Eckroth states that Father
Eckroth sexually abused him at the cabin. He reports that he was approximately six
years old when Father Eckroth had anal intercourse with him. This person also
reports that Father Eckroth kept a pillow over his head while the abuse occurred. He
also notes that Father Eckroth warned him not to report this information to anyone

else. .

Another person who brings allegations states that Father Eckroth sexually abused him
while at the cabin when he was six or seven years old. This person notes that Father
Eckroth put his hand over his mouth while he was being sexually abused. This person
reportedly feels that he was intimidated by Father Eckroth and that he 'was afraid that

Father Eckroth might harm him if he told anyone.

Father Eckroth acknowledges that there is a similarity In the stories reported by these
two men. He denies that he had sexual contact with either of these boys. He states it
is not 'in my nature” to be threatening to others. Father Eckroth has no explanation
about why these people would bring allegations like this if they were untrue.
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Father Eckroth does admit that he would bring boys into the sauna at the cabin and
that both the boys and Father Eckroth would often be naked. Father Eckroth also
notes that it would not be uncommon for one of these boys to request a massage.
Father Eckroth states that he and the boys in the sauna would give this person a
massage on their back. He says they would touch the person's back, legs, thighs
and calves. Father Eckroth notes that sometimes he would request this kind of a
massage and the boys would similarly touch him. Father Eckroth says that he may
have touched the buttocks of some of these boys; he points out that it was very dark
in the sauna because it was lit only by a lantern light. When questioned more closely
about this behavior, Father Eckroth claims that he noticed nothing sexual nor felt
anything sexual involved in this kind of behavior. :

Father Eckroth admits that there was another allegation that surfaced approximately
six or seven years ago about some inappropriate sexual incident with a boy. Father
Eckroth states that the Abbot at that time spoke with the father and with the young
man about the incident. The incident reportedly occurred a little after the alleged
events described above. Father Eckroth was not able to remember the details of the

allegation.

Regarding his sexual orientation, Father Eckroth states that he is attracted to adult
waomen. He denies any sexual activity with any adult women or anyone else. -He
denies any sexual attraction to'male minors. Father Eckroth states that he does not
regularly engage in masturbation. He says that if he has an erotic thought, he will
sometimes touch himself, but will attempt to avoid ejaculation.

PSYCHIATRIC HISTORY: Father Eckroth denies any family history of mental iliness.
He denles any emotional problems in himself. He denies any history of depression or

anxiety. He denies any psychotic symptoms.

Father Eckroth states that he drinks rarely. He says he will have a rum and Coke
before bed at times. He denies any drinking occurred while he was at the cabin with
the boys. Father Eckroth says there have been no complaints about his drinking from
others. There are reportedly no legal, physical or social consequences secondary to

his drinking behavior.

In the interviews, Father Eckroth was completely oriented. There was no indication of
disturbance in thought content or process. His affect was somewhat restrained; he
seemed to take a cognitive approach to the allegations.

SPIRITUAL ASSESSMENT: As part of the assessment process, Father Eckroth
underwent a spirltual assessment interview with Father Bill Stumpf. Father Stumpf
reports that Father Eckroth appears to have a very disciplined prayer life. He is
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reportedly faithful to the Liturgy of the Hours on a dally basis. He reportedly takes a
yearly retreat with either the monks at a nearby abbey or the local diocesan clergy.

Father Stumpf notes that Father Eckroth’s spiritual life and work seems to have found
energy around building projects associated with parish. He believes this is part of the

reason he has always admired St. Joseph.

Father Eckroth reportedly notes that one of his continual spiritual challenges is
patience. He sometimes reportedly finds that his parishioners exhaust his patience.
Father Eckroth notes that he lives alone and has tried to adopt a very efficient use of
his time. He reportedly fesls more comfortable with a good Qeal of structure and

order in his life.

Overall, Father Stumpf feels Father Eckroth s to be affirmed for his very disciplined
prayer life. Father Stumpf belisves that there is a certain detachment in Father
Eckroth’s approach to life and wonders whether this is similarly true of his spiritual life.

LEGAL STATUS: Father Eckroth states that there are no civil or criminal charges .
against him at this time.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION AND LABORATORY EXAMINATION: As part of his
evaluation, Father Eckroth underwent a thorough physical examination by our
consultant in internal medicine. Our internist notes that Father Eckroth is In excellent
health except for prostatism. He, currently, takes Hytrin, 5 mg. a day, for his
symptoms. Father Eckroth underwent a prostate biopsy in May, 1983 and the results
were negative. Our internist reports that Father Eckroth has been hospitalized in the

past for a left hip replacement and hernia repair.

On examination, Father Eckroth is six fest tall and weighs 185 pounds. His pulse is 72
-and his blood pressurs is 124/70. Examination of the head and neck is normal with
no evidence of thyroid pathology. Chest and cardiovascular examinations are within
normal limits.  An abdominal exam reveals no liver or spleen enlargement or other
abnormality. His extremities are normal. Neurological exam reveals good reflexes and

coordination. His EKG and chest x-ray are normal.

As part of his-evaluation, Father Eckroth underwent a thorough laboratory
examination. Most of the laboratory values are within normal limits. Father Eckroth's
PSA is elevated, a finding taken into account by our internist who notes the prostate

problems as mentioned above.

Other laboratory values are within normal limits. There is no elgvation in Father
Eckroth’s glucose level. Liver enzymes and thyroid values are also normal. There is
no evidence of any drugs in Father Eckroth’s system. There is no evidence of past or
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current sexually transmitted diseases. A special test of a hormone known to be
related to sexual urgency is within normal limits.

Father Eckroth’s cholesterol level is slightly elevated at 227/mg/dl. It seems important
that Father Eckroth follow a low cholesterol diet.

Overall, our internist states that Father Eckroth is in good health. He notes his
prostatism, which is currently being medicated. He also notes the elevated PSA,
which seems adequatsly handled with a prostate biopsy four months ago.

NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINATION: As part of our evaluation, we examine
the functioning of the brain since the brain mediates all perception and experience.
This was particularly important in Father Eckroth’s case because it is now well
documented that neuropsychological impairment is correlated with sexual behavior

disorders.

On the testing Father Eckroth receives a Verbal 1Q score in the very superior range, a
Performance 1Q score in the very superior range and a Full Scale 1Q scors in the very
superlor range. Analysis of test scores reveals that Father Eckroth has no difficulties

in attention and concentration. tasks.

Tests of memory function show mlxed results. Father Eckroth demonstrates mild -
impairment on delayed recall of verbal material. "His facility with complex verbal
material is within normal limits but, compared to his superior IQ, his memory for
complex verbal material is relatively impaired.

Father Eckroth’s nonverbal memory seems adequate for immediate recall but he
shows mild problems in delayed recall. This is particularly true of his abilities for -
remembering complex nonverbal material. .

Father Eckroth shows no difficulties on tests that measure abstraction and complex
nonverbal problem solving. There is no evidence of sensory perceptual deficits except
left ear hearing problems. Motor skills are within normal limits. Tests that measure
mental flexibility and a higher level executive judgement are also within normal limits.

Overall, our neuropsychologist states that Father Eckroth shows mild impairment in
verbal and nonverbal memory tasks But otherwise is neuropsychologically intact. It will
be important for Father Eckroth and his therapist to take note of his memory difficulties
and devise strategies that will help him get the most out of his treatment.

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING: Psychological testing is an important part of our
evaluation procedure. It allows us to compare responses that our clients make to
objective norms and to validate our interview impressions through test data.
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Psychological testing is composed of two different parts. Personality testing assesses
a client's personality traits and the strengths and weaknesses that accompany those
traits. We can also assess the level of psychological distress a client is currently
experiencing. Projective tests assess a client’s habitual ways of handling thinking and
emotional processes. It can also point to specific psychological conflict areas.

On one personality test, the MMPI-2, Father Eckroth produces a velid, although
somewhat defensive, profile. The profile is similar to people who are described as
somewhat shy and with social inhibitions. People like this are usually excessively
sensitive about what others think and inhibited in their personal relationships. The
tests also suggest that Father Eckroth has a limited range of interests especially as
compared to most priests. He is likely to be less interested in the expression or
discussion of feelings than his peers. There is no evidence of clinically significant
levels of depression or anxiety. There is also no evidence of any psychotic disorders.

On another personality inventory, the MCMI-2, Father Eckroth again produces a valid
personality profile. Several major personality trends emerge from this testing. The.
testing suggests that Father Eckroth greatly values mesting the expectations of others,
especially those in authority. Conforming to the rules and values of cthers will likely
be emphasized in most areas of his life. The test results suggest that this personality
trait is present to such an extent that Father Eckroth will be at risk for sacrificing his
mors independent and negative feelings in order to minimize any conflict he feels with
those in authority. Father Eckroth's wish to gain the affirmation of others, thetests
suggest, will help him ease interpersonal tensions but will also cause him to sacrifice
expressions of resentment or of difficult feelings. The testing also suggests that Father
Eckroth’s tendency towards social withdrawal will thwart his ability to get his
dependency needs met by peers. It is probable that this has contributed to Father
Eckroth’s using his relationships with minors as a way to satisfy these needs.

The projective testing suggests that Father Eckroth has a marked tendency to simplify
complex information so that he may not recognize the nuances or social demands
involved in these situations. An example of this may be Father Eckroth’s
understanding of what it meant to be so physically intimate with minors in the sauna.
Although Father Eckroth’s assessment of the situation may be correct, it is limited
because it does not include the sexual nature of these physical contacts.

The test results also suggest that Father Eckroth is at risk for distorting or
misinterpreting information more than most adults. This will probably be more
exaggerated when Father Eckroth is confronted with complicated emotional situations.

Test results further suggest that Father Eckroth has a tendency to avoid emotional

stimuli when possible. People such as this are usually quite uncomfortable around
emotion and are at risk for becoming sacially isolated. The test results also suggest
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that Father Eckroth has unusual high capacities to withstand stress. Although this is a
positive characteristic in people who do not have prominent psychological problems, it
also suggests that people with psychological problems will be more ditficult to change.
It will be important for Father Eckroth and his therapist to find ways for Father Eckroth
to experience sufficient stress for him to motivate the behavioral changes necessary to

overcome his difficulties.

DIAGNOSES:
AXIS | 1. Sexual disorder not otherwise specified - unintegrated
sexuality.
.2 Rule-out pedophilia - homosexual type.
AXIS 1 1. Personality disorder not otherwise specified with
compulsive, dependent and schizoid traits.
AXIS Il 1. Prostatism.
2 Circumscribed neuropsychological deficits in memory
functioning. ’

3. Status post hip replacement.

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS: We recognize that there are several

specific allegations against Father Eckroth-concerning sexual activity with latency. age-
males. The similarity of these allegations and the specificity of them suggests that
they are quite credible. In addition, there is another allegation regarding a sexual
complaint that occurred at another time in Father Eckroth's life. We therefore believe
there is a strong possibility that Father Eckroth has engaged in sexually inappropriate
contact with thess people. However, we take note of Father Eckroth’s denial that this
activity took place. We therefore cannot with certainty diagnose sexual attraction to
minors. Our diagnosis above reflects our understanding that more information is
needed to determine if Father Eckroth indeed has this sexual orientation. ’

We nevertheless belisve that there is substantial evidence that Father Eckroth has
been sexually inappropriate with minars. His admitted behavior with the male minors
he brought to the sauna suggests that he was touching them inappropriately and
allowing them to touch him in the same way. The sexual nature of these physical
intimacies cannot be overlooked. Father Eckroth’s lack of awareness of this
component of his interaction with these minors suggests to us that, at a minimum, his
sexual feelings are quite unintegrated with the rest of his personality.

The evaluation has elicited several psychosocial and psychological factors that have
put Father Eckrath at risk for development of a sexual problem. His early experience
of sexual repression and the interruption of the sexual developmental history are risk
factors for these problems. We also believe that Father Eckroth’s personality structure
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that inhibits his social interactions and gratifications from peers has probably
contributed to these difficulties as well. In addition, the psychological testing reveals
several risk factors including Father Eckroth's tendency to misinterpret important

information.

Our recommendation is that Father Eckroth come to Saint Luke Instituts for residential
treatment of his issues particularly his sexual problems. We recommend that Father
Eckroth undergo additional testing as soon as he begins his treatment in order to help
him and the treatment staff understand his sexual orientation more completely. This
testing can be accomplished in the initial stages of his residential stay. We understand
that Father Eckroth has some physical problems that might delay his entry into
residential treatment. It may be that resolution of these physical problems will be
appropriate before he begins his psychotherapeutic treatment. Until Father Eckroth
begins treatment and makes substantial progress we recommend that he have no
unsupervised contact with minors. We hope to stay in touch with you to form a
treatment plan that will meet Father Eckroth's physical and psychological needs.

Father Eckroth has several important strengths that will help him in his treatment.
Father Eckroth’s intellectual strengths and spiritual strengths will certainly be important

factors in his psychological growth.

We hope this report is of help to you and to Father Eckroth.” If you have any
questions or if we can be of other assistance please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,
Stephen Montana, PhD

Director .
Outpatient Clinical Services

SM/ng
cc: Reverend Richard Eckroth
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