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Vicar for Clergy Database 

Clergy Assignment Record (Detailed) 

Mr Donald Patrick Roemer 

Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 3/17/1944 

Birth Place Oxnard, California, USA 
Diaconate Ordination 
Priesthood Ordination 
Diocese Name 
Date of Jncardination 
Religious Community 
Ritual Ascription 
Ministry Status 

5/23/1970 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

4/1/1966 

Latin 

Age: 68 

Deanery: 0 

Canon State 
To Lay State 

Diocesan Priest Jncard Process D 
Begin Pension Date 

Home phone 

Cell phone 

Seminary 
Ethnicity 

Lanquaqe{s) 
Spanish 

(714) 223-5829 

(714) 309-0572 

St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 
American (USA) 

Fluency 
Conversational Basics 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 
Virtus Training Date 

Assignment History 

Assignment 

Returned To Lay State, Rescript from the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, Protocol No. 165/2003. 

Inactive Leave, Mail Returned. No current address 

Sick Leave 

St. Paschal Baylon Catholic Church, Thousand Oaks Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Chaplain, Active Service, Los Prietos Boys Camp, Santa Barbara 

Coordinator, Active Service, Part-time coordinator, Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, Santa Barbara 

Beginning Date Completion Date 

5/9/2006 

12/21/1989 5/8/2006 

2/1/1981 12/20/1989 

6/19/1978 1/31/1981 

4/11/1977 6/18/1978 

8/15/1976 4/10/1977 
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Chaplain, Active Service, Santa Barbara Juvenile Hall 

San Roque catholic Church, Santa Barbara Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

St. Raphael catholic Church, Santa Barbara Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

12/17/1975 

6/17/1974 

6/6/1970 

4/10/1977 

6/18/1978 

6/16/1974 
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REDACTED 
Ho.6 pUal. Admt~bta.to~ 

VISITORS 

ATASCADERO STATE HOSPITAL 

Samuel V. YoQke.y 
Exe.Qutive V~e.cto~ 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

While. ;the patien-t -<...6 a nu-[de..n;t -[n. ;th-<...6 ho.6plial. -the.~te. Me JU.I..tu and Jtegulation.6. 
all.. mM;t woJtk wUIU.n.. I;t -<...6 hoped by .oupp.ty-[n.g £amUy and £1(.-[e_n.d.J., wUh bM-[c.. 
bt6o~a.t-[on, a w.{ft' make. .the. v-t.oU be..n.e£_[Ual.. :to all.. Qon.c.e.Jtned. 

The ho.6p-Ua1. .ouppUu all.. c..to.t.IU.ng, mea.t-6, me.d;_c.a.t-[on.6 and o.the..Jt Ue..m.6 n.e.c.e..MMy 
noJt .the. c.Me.. and .t!te.a.t.me.n;t on OU!t patien..to. In add.J.tion we. ma-[n;ta-[n a c.an.te.en. 
ope.Jtate.d 6o~ ;the be.ne.6U o£ patie.n-t.6 -th!tough w/U.m pe.!tm-<...6.6-[b.te. Ue..m.6 may be. pU!t­
Qha,6e.d. Blj .ope.ndbtg pa.tle..n;t 6und.o, L e.. Qa.!Jh, c.he.c.k, o!t money o~de.Jt, he. maq pU!t­
c.ha.6e. .the. Ue..m.6 he. du~u. Shoul..d IJOU w-Uh ;to g-[ve .the. patie.Jtt a g-[6.t o!t pa.c.k.a.ge., 
you may .6e.nd U fuough ;the. mcU..t o!t b!(.-[ng U ;to .the. ho.oplial. du!(.-[ng ~e.gu.ta!t v-L.o-[ting 
hoU!t.6. (See Uem J and "Ac.c..e.p;tab.te. Ue..m.6," page. 3 J. 

VISITING ANV CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION 

Fan -[n0o~man a.bau.t a pme.n;t' .o pMgnu.o, 01t .the..oe. !te.gul..mon.o, a.dd!tu.o inqu»Uu 
.to .the. 6ailawing a.dd!te.-6.6: 

REDACTED ~EDACTED 

MM c.a.de.M S;tate. Ha.o pUal. 
V!ta.We.!t A 
A.t.Mc.a.de.M, ca,t;_0ol1.Ytia. 93422 

Shau.td IJOU make. an inquiklj by .te..te.phone., IJOU may no;t ~ec.e-[ve .the -[n6o~a.t£on you 
de..o~e. a.6 .the.Jte. Me .tawt, p~even;ti.n.g .the. fuc..to.oWte. a6 ..Ln0o~a.t£on without .the. 
pa.t£e.n;t' .o pe.!tm-<...6.sion. (See. Se.c.:t.ton 5328 a£ the. We1.6Me. and In.o.tLtll.t.Wn.o Code.. J 
1.t wou.td be. bu.t :to WJU.te. and ;to ide.n;ti.6 y yoUf1..6 e..t6, .the. name. o 6 the. pa.t.te..n;t you 
Me WJU.t.ing a.bou.t, and ;to ide.n:t..L0y yaUJt Jtel.a.t£on.bh..Lp ;to the. pa:t..Le.n;t. 

Pa.t;,[e.n.t.6 may ~ate telephone. c.al..t.o on a. QoUe..c..t ba.6i6 6nom wUIU.n .the. ha.opLta..t 
to ;thelJt ne.ta.t..Lvu a.n.d/o!t 01(.-[e.nd.J.,. Shou.td .the. pe.!t.6on ne..c.uv..Lng .the. c..a.U nat w-Uh 
to Wk. :to ;the. pa.t£e.n;t, ;the.lj may .o..Lmp.ty ~e.6u.oe. ;the. c.oUe.ct c.a.U. CU!t!te.n.:te.y ;the.Jte. 
Me no p!tovi6ion.6 6o!t pa.tie.n-t.6 ;to ~e.c.uve. fuect phone. c.ail...6. Howe.ve.Jt, U -<...6 
po.o.o..Lb.te. :to phone the. ho.opUal. a.n.d !te.quu.t .that .the. pa.t-[e.n;t !tdU!tn .the. c.a.U. I6 
U i6 an emeJtge.nc.y, ;the. c.a.Ue.!t .oha.U dv.,~be. .the .oUua.t£on. The. pa.t£e.n;t c..an 
Mua.iliJ ~etu!tn an. emeJtgen.c..y c..all.. wUIU.n a. ha..t6 hoU!t. 

VISITING 

WHO MAY VISIT 

A. Pa.t£e.n-t.6 may ~ec.e-[ve v-U..Lt.o 6Jtom a.n.yon'e. un.tu.o ;thw name. a.ppe.M.6 on the. 
NEGATIVE VISITING REGISTER, wh..Lc..h -<...6 ma.in;taille.d at ;the. Re.c..e..p.:Uon Ve..ok. 
Na.mv., may on.ty be. p.ta.c.e.d on ;tfU.-6 w;t a6te.Jt the. pa.tie.n.t ha.6 been. ht6otune.d 
.that h.£6 vi.!Jm Me bung denie.d no!t goad c.a.Me., 
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B. r\1-i.noM wtdeJt the. age. a-6, 16 ye,o.Jrl; mMt be. ac.c.ompan-Le..d by a !le/.,pon-6-i.btc. 
v~UJng adu.l:t. TheJte.. Me no a.Mange..me.Jt-U O!l 6acJ...ti,t_,i_e_.O fialt. the c.atr.e.. on 
-Ln6anU o!l Mill cJ-uldtLe..n. bq hof>pila.t M.a-6,6,. 

C. FoJUneJt patie.YLU will v~U -Ln. ;the. V~-i.-Un.g Room u.n.te.M pfte..v-i.ou-6 appMvai. 
;to v~U on. the. p!tOgftam cvilrun the. f>e.c.Ll.lt.Uy Mea on ,the. hMp-L-ta.t hM be..e..n 
g-Lve..n. by the. Me..Mc.a.l V-L!te.c.:toft. 

VISITING REGULATTmJS 

I 

A. V~UoM Me. e.nc.ou.Jtage.d ;to v~U on. week.en.d.o and hoUdayf> M M not to 
-in.:teJt6,eJte. wah a patie.n.:t' -6 ue..a:tme.n.:t f>c.he.dl..Lte.. Howe..veJt, -L-6, you. t'JL6h to 
;ta.lk. :to ~:>fu-6, n, U ~· bv.,;t ;to .o c.he..d.LLte. v~ill du.Jt-Ln.g the. we..e..h.. The. 
V~U-Lng Room ~pe..n. do.J_ty 6,1tom 8:30A.M. ;to 3:00P.M • . 

B. V~Ua!tJ., who «JJAh :to .6e.e a .o;ta-6,6, me..mbeJt .ohoutd .oo fte.qu.u;t when. Jte.g~;te!Ung 
with -the. Jr_e_c_e..ptio~;t. T~ L>hautd be. c.on.du.c.;te.d cl.uJUn.g ;the. woftk we..e.h.. We. 
.ou.ggu-t ;that Jte..qu.uu 6oft in.:te..Jtvie.w-6 with J.>ta66 me.mbe_lt,6 be. J.>u.brr0t:te..d pftiafr_ 
;to ;the. da:te. o 6 v~ilin.g and a.Uow ;the. L>;ta6 6 me..mbeJt f> u.-6, Mue..n.;t lime. ;to 
aft!tan.g e. ~ Oft heJt .6 c.he..dul.e.. 

C. Oftdina..trJ.J..y ill v~ilin.g ;tak.e..o piac.e. in. the. v~Lt.ln.g fr_Oam wU:Jun. ;the. 
h01>pil.al. Patie..n.U w,Ult g!taw1.d.o pfr__{_vile.gu ma.y have. v~U-6 in. ;the. pic..Uc. 
Mea on. Sa:tu.Jtday1>, Su.ndayl> , T u.u dayf> and ho.Uday.o , p!tavidin.g the. we..atheJt 
peltmU!:>. V~lioM o6 patie..n.U v.;,i;th gftou.ndo pfr__{_vile..gu may b!tin.a 6ood 6M 
the.i!t awn. Me. in. the. pic.n-Lc. atr.e.a. Patie..n.U may paAtiupate.. bu.:t may not 
b~g 6aod bac.h. in.:ta the. ho.opUa.l. Patie..n.U Me n.ot allowed to e..n.:teJt 
p!tiva:te.. au.:tomo bilu • 

V. Box func.he1> c.an. be. pu.!tc.hMe..d by th01>e. v~Wn.g th!tau.gh fun.c.h hou.M by 
piaun.g aftde_lt,6 -Ln. the. v~ilin.g Mom on. ~vaL QJr_de_ft}., 6,ofr_ tun.c.h may be. 
made. up un.;til 12:30 P.M. 

E. Ple.Me. .te..ave. ill u.n.n.e..c.u.oMy i:te..m1> a:t home. oft .toc.h.e.d -Ln. you.Jt c.aJt, M ill 
v~UaM mMt pM!:> -th!taugh a c.on.:t!taban.d de.:te.c.;toft be.6afte. v~ilin.g. It ~ 

F. 

G. 

a via.ta;t)_an to b~g u.pon. .:thue.. gJtau.nd.o any 6-Lftea.!tin6, in.:toxic.ating UquoftJ.,, 
naJtc.o.ti.Cb oft d!tu.g.o. No Mtide. of, any kind may be. given. .:to a patie.n.:t oft 
fte.ceive.d by a patie.n.:t withou.:t p!tioft p~.oion.. 

NOTICE: AU pe_lt,6on..o and ve..hidu e..n.:te.Jting thue. gftoun.d.o Me. Mbje.c.:t .:to 
-- .0 e..a!tc.h. 

Mon.e.y ht any 60Jtm c.an.no.:t be. ac.c.e.p.:te.d -Ln .:the. v~iling ftaarn. Monday .:th!tough 
F!tiday U may be. paid d-L!te..c.:t.ty in.:to .:the. iatie.n.;t' .6 ac.c.oun:t a:t .:the. TJr..Mt 
066-Lc.e., oft U may be. mailed at any. time. aft the pffie.Yit' ;;- ac.c.oun:t. 

V~itaJt.o b~gbtg -Ln c.a.oh Me e.nc.ou.Jtage.d .:to have. a .oupp.ty o6 .too.6e. c.han.ge. 
60ft Me. in. .:the. vi.6Uirtg Mom. A c.an:te.e..n. e..mp.toye..e. w...ill be. avai.ta.b.te.. .:to 
mak.e. c.hange.. be..:twe..e.n 11:30 A.M. a.n.d 1:00 P.M. an a d.a..-i...ty bMi-6. 

H. V~UoM .ohoul.d .:tak.e. c.a!te.. a6 ill pe_1t,60Vl.a.t bu.oine.M be..60Jr..e. Oft an.:te..Jt 
v~iling hou.M. Thl-6 will pfte.c.fude.. .:the e.n.:te.Jt)_ng a.nd e.xiling o-6, the. 
.6e.c.u.Jtily Me.a a giLe.at nwnbe.Jt a6 fuu. 
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I. V.U.UoJW ivho w.Uh ;to v.U.U mane. ;than one. pati.e.n.;t a;t a .time. mw.,;t nec.uve. 
a.ppltoval p!UoJt ;to ;the. J.JC.he.dul.e.d v.UJ.ting .time.. Appnovai.. 6oft .ouc.h v.U.U 
w.U1. be. ob;ta.J..n.e.d d.Ur..e.CJ:tty 6Jtom ;the. PnogJta.m Vhr.e.c.:toJt on ;the. pati.e.I"!.U ..i.n­
voive.d. Th.u Jte.quu;t .ohoul.d be. made. by ;the. v-iA.UOJt. 

J. Any vJA.UoJt wLsh..i.ng ;to .te.ave. pac.k.a.gu on g-L6.:t5 6oft pati.e.I"!.U may do .60 
;t/vr.ough ;the. Pno;te.c.:t..lve. Se.Jtv-Lc.u Ve.pa.Jt;tme.n.;t. Pa.c.k.agu will be. Wtr.appe.d ;the. 
<>a.me. M fioJt ma..l.t..i.ng and <.houl.d n.o;t c..on.;ta...ln. any Ue.m una.c.c.e.p;tabie. ln. :tf~ 
ho<.p.ual (-Lnc...tud,Ln.g p~habie. fiood.6). Pac..ha.gu w.U1 be. a.c.c.e.p;te.d dun,Ln.g 
;the. Jte.guia.Jt vJAJ.ting hoUJW, 8: 3 0 A.M. ;to 3: 0 0 P.M. da.J...ty. A.e..e. pac.k.ag u 
w.U1. be. c.he.c.k.e.d by ho<.plia.t .6U66 -Ln. ;the. pa.Ue.n.;t' .6 pnue.nc.e.. 

K. Any e.xc.e.piloM ;to ;the. 6one.go..i.ng xe.gu£.ati.oM .ohoul.d be. de.a.Jte.d ..ln. advanc.e. 
wah ;the. PJtogtc.am <>W66. The. ffo.6plial. Pe.ac.e. 066lc.e.Jt ..ln. c.h.aJtge. may gJta.n.;t 
add,[.tiona£. vJAiling on ;the. baoJA o6 .6pac.e. and .ou.pe.JtvJA..ton avail.ab.e.e. aO:te.Jt 
ne.c.uv~g appnova.t 0nom ;the. pittie.n.;t' .o Wa.Jtd. 

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS 

A6;ta A6;te.Jt-Shave. Lotion -Ln pR.a.oilc. c.on.:ta...i.nVl.. 
Rad,[o ( ba.UVl..y-ope.Jta;te.d on.ty); wa;tc.h OJt e..te.ct.JUc. JtazoJt 
No Ue.rnc ope.Jta;te.d wah e.ie.c.:tft,[c. c.ond-6 will be. a.e.e.owe.d . 
S;tamp.o, WJUt..i..n.g .ouppUu and pho;togJta.ph.-6 (Exc.e.p;t o6 patie.n.;t by h,Lm.oe.i6J 
C..i.ga.Jte;ttu,, c....i.ga.JW and p..i.pu 
Jac.ke.U oJt .owea.t.e.JW (Ca.Jtd,Lgan. ;type.) 
Baftruu, wa.Ue.;t (mdal ilip Jte.moved) and &b.e.e. · 
Con.;ta,[n.e.JW wU.l n.o;t be. ac.c.e.p;te.d u.n.tu.o ;they Me 6ac.:toJty-.6 e.ale.d W.Uh ;the. 
.6eal un.bJtoke.n. 
A pa;t,Le.n;t c.ann.o;t Jte.c.uve. any c.anne.d oJt ja.Jt lie.m-6 e.xc..e.p;t c.oUe.e., ;te.a, Tang, 
non.-da,[Jty c.Jte.ame.JW OJt ;.,he.Ue.d nu.:t5. 

I6 a v-iAillJt t!J.Whu ;to g-Lve. a patie.n.;t an Ue.m o;thell. :than ;tho.oe. c..on.;ta...i.n.e.d on 
;th-U. w;t, he. .ohou..td a.6c.eJl..ta...[n. 6Jtom ho.6plia.t .6Wnn whe.;the.Jt oJt n.o;t J.Juc.h lie..ml! 
wou.td be. aeeepillte.. 

FoJt Ue.m;., ;tha;t w.U1. be. utilized on ;the. wa.Jtd 0oJt ;the. ;to;ta.t WaJtd pa.tie.nt popu..ta­
.ti..on, ;the. vJAJ...i:.tvr.. ;.,hou.td .6 ee the. CooftcUn.a.toft a6 Vaiunte.Vt SeJtvicu. Th.u 
wou.td -Lnc.fude. .ouc.h Uem.6 M ve.Jty .taltge. bWhday c..aku, .6he.e.;t c.aku, and 6ood 
6oft wand paft;t,[e.J.J. 

CONDUCT OF VISITORS 

The. c.onduc.t o6 bo;th vJAlioM and pa;t,Le.nt.6 upon. gfte.e.tin.g one. ano;the.Jt and du!Un.g ;the. 
v..i..oU .oha.U be. .ooUa.Uy ac..c..e.p;tabie., and .ohaU no;t be. oUe.M,i.ve. ;to o;theJt v-Lhi;toM 
and pa;Ue.n.;t.6 -Ln. ;the. v,L,6-Lilng ftoom. Even ;though ;thell.e. Me no .t,e.;t gu.,Lde.Une.-6, ;tho.6e. 
-Lnd,Lv..tdua£..6 who 6 e.e..e. o;thell. v,[.t,@M and pa;t,Le.n.;t.6 a.Jte. no;t c.on.duc.:t..i.n.g ;the.mJ.Je..tve.-6 ..tn 
a pftope.Jt mann.ell. .tJha.U fte.poJtt any ,Ln.ude.n;t ;to ;the. Pfto;te.c.:t..lve. Se.Jtv..i.c.e.-6 066..i_c.e.Jt ..ln. 
c.ha.Jtge.. The. ..tmme.cUa;te. -Ln.ude.n;t w.U1. be. hand.te.d by h..i.m and a de.w..i.on made. a.o ;to 
whe.;the.Jt oft no;t ;the. v..i..oU .ohou..td c..on.tin.ue. oft be. c..onc.fude.d. 

The. v..i..o..LtoJW .tJhaU we.M appJtop}t,[ate. dJtu.6, bo;th -Ln ;the. p..f..c.n.,[c_ Mea. and ..i..n. .the. 
v..i..o..UC.n.g Jtoom. ThVl..e. Me no .oe.;t gu,Lde..t,[n.u, M ;to appJtop}t,[a;te. cVte.-6.6, bu.t U .oha.U 
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be. coM:tlw.e.d M cl.otiUng wiUc.h .i....6 in. good :ta..l>te. and not .t>ubjec:t to que.otion. by the. 
Reception. Vuk. OIL the. PMte.mve. SeAvice.o 06fr[ceA. 

When vil>ilolt.6 picn.ic. w.U:h patie.n:t.h in the. Me.M pMvide.d, ple.Me. lt.emembe.tt .tluLt 
liquid 6ue.l .t>tove.o ca.nnot be. a..Uowe.d M theAe. .i-6 a IUgh 6.ilt.e. hazaJr.d in tiU-6 Mea. 
Chalt.c.oal bUit.rting .t>:to v e.o may be. U.6 e.d at picn.ic Me.a table.o • 

Chi.hl!te.n mMt be. pMpe.lt.ly .&upe.lt.vil>e.d by lt.el!pon.6ible. v.Ls.Ltirtg ad.ul.t..6 at a..U :ti.me.o 
while. on the. ho.&plial gMund.6 olt. in :the. v.Lsiling Mom. Ple.Me. do not leave. c.hU.dJr.e.n. 
olt. pe.U unattended in the. ve.h.tcte.. 

No item.& may be. pa.6.6 e.d be;twe.e.n the. v.LsiloJr. and :the. patient. TIU-6 inc.tude.o 6ood, 
cigaJr.e.:tt.el!, che.ck.-6, money, me.cU.c.ation o6 any k.in.d, and legal pape.lt.6. Le.gai. pape.lt.6 
mU.t>t be. given :to the. patient thlt.Ough the. Tlt.U.6t OHic.e.. 

CORRESPOMJENCE 

Pa;Ue.rr;t.6 may colt.!Lel!pond wUh 61t..ie.nd.o and Jr.e1.o..;t..[ve.o M o6ten a.6 the.y w.Uh. Rel.ative.o 
and 61t..ie.n.d.6 o6 .tang .t>tan.cUn.g Me. e.ncouJta.ge.d :to ma.inta.ht c.ontac:t thJr.ough coMupon.­
de.n.ce. and v-Uiling. A patient Ls e.x.pe.c:te.d :to 6U/U'l.i..6h IU.6 own po.t>ta.ge.; howe.ve.lt., 
le.:tt.e.Jt.6 will. be. mailed 6Jr.e.e. ~Jolt. patie.rr;t.6 w.U:hout 6und6. Outgoing mail £6 not 
c.e.n.6oJr.e.d. 1nc.oming le.:tte.lt..6 Me opened by the. patient in the. p!t.el!e.n.c.e. o6 an .employee. 
and Ca.6h and c.he.ck..6 Me. tu.lt.ne.d ove.lt. to the. employee. 6olt. de.po.t>U :to the. patient' .o 
account. The. patient may dJr.aJAJ money 6Mm IU.6 account 6olt. h.i-6 pe.Jt.6onal Me. in :the. 
6olt.m o6 .t>CIL.ip 

ACCOMMOVATIONS 
.l . 

A.t.o.lJJ!ade.M state. Ho.opUai. l6 located midv.xty between San F~t.anwco and Lo-t> Ange.lel!, 
:th.!t.e.e. milu .&ou:th o6 Ato..ocade.M on Highway 101. A v..&silo!t.6' pMk.ing Mea 1.6 p!Lo­
vide.d ~Jolt. pe.lt.6ort.o tJr.ave.LLng by plt..ivate. auto. 

A G!t.e.yhound BM Ve.pot .i-6 located in Ata.oc.ade.M, appMx.imate.ly :thlt.e.e. mlle.o olt.om the. 
ho.&pftal. 16 t!Lave.tin.g by Glt.e.yhocmd, a.ok. the. bU6 dJL.tveJt i6 he. c.an .otop at the. 
6Jto nt e.n.t!Lance. :to :the. ho-t> p.{;tai.. '· 

Abr.Une c.on.ne.mon.o may be. made. at Pa.6o Robtel!, 15 mlle.o to :the. nolt.th, olt. San Lu.l6 
Ob.i..lJpo, 11 milel! :to :the. .t>outh; howe.ve.lt., no loctit pubUc. t/f..an.6poftta.:Uon .i-6 available.. 

While. :the.Jr.e. Me. n.o pubUc e.a.tin.g 6acililie.o at the. ho.opUai., vil>Uo!t.6 planning :to 
lt.e.mai.n. at :the. ho.t>pftal be;twe.e.n. vil>iling pe.Jr..iod-6 may b!U.n.g thUIL own. lunch (:to be. 
eaten. ou:tAMe. :the. v.i-6-<.tin.g Mom), puJr.c..ha.6e. a box lunc.h ln. the. v.i-6.Ltirtg Mom, olt. 
tJr.avel :to local lt.el!:ta.u/t..an:t6, b!Lt n.on.e. aJr.e. w.U:hin wa..tk.in.g futanc..e.. 

Ho:tel and mo:tet 6ac..LU.tie.o Me. located in Ata.ocade.M, th!r.e.e. .mllu n.olt.th. 
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Page I-NEWS CHRONICLE, Thousand Oaks, CaiU., Tuesday, April29, l98!J 

Fath•r Pat gives his heart 
a:11d ears to the children 
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living 
. ByyN KLODT · 

Every cllil<I needs a~rson outside their h~me life 
who's a~olutely crazy ~ut them. 
· Thfs b1t of inlonnatiOis something lhe Rev, Donald 

·; .. ~.~~~~'-. 
Listening to probl~ins of y~uth and presenting them from. different 

angles hllll made The Rev, Donald Patrick Roemer many friends, above. 

News Chronicle pholo by Stad Gnwenon 

Patrick Roemer picked up from a book and has kept In 
mind and practice. He hopes that sometimes it migbt. 
just be hi_m who can help out.· 

Roemer, or as he1s commonly referred to as "Father 
Pal1" has been commended for his work with Conejo 
youth as the 1980 Parent Teacher Association Honorary 
Service Award recipient. . 

What probably brought him to the PTA's attention was 
daily work at several public schOols as a guest during 
lunch hour. He's there as a sounding board, an interested 
listener to whatever students want to talk about. 

"I'm not there to convert kids. It's my way of showing 
an-interest In the community plus I really enjoy working 
with kids," said Roemer softly,. "In fact, there are 
hardly ever any questions asked of me concerning 
religion (at the schools),'' he added. 

Roemer is available not only on campus but at · 
sporting events and ouUngs. This includes work with the 
youth ministry staff at his parish, St. Paschal Baylon 
Catholic Church. He figures about half of his ministry · 
work is with yo11th, and those of junior high age an~ his 
favorites. · 

"They've got one foot in childhood and the other In 

~~~~sgf~~~~·~i~~. a~~:~n11~~1~t~ ~rel t~;in~ [:s~~~~~: 
church, family and friends and put up with peer 
pressure, says Roemer, 

"I see a growing lack of confidence ln parents from 
youth today," he says seriously. "Kids aren't listening to 

· them." His approach is to listen, respect their feelings 
and get them to reflect on the situation, seeing different 
ilngles, not giving specific answers. 

Roemer's profession takes a tremendous amount o£ 
patience, 1'and sometimes I really have to stop an.d think 
before I open my fat mouth - not because of what I 
might say but to consider how they might feeL I don't 
think as a child but I understand their feelings," 

He figures thal even if he can't get young people to 
accept him, Roemer might at least be one in a chain of 
P,eop~e touching their lives .with some help and love .. 

One reason the young pnest has made so many fr1end.s 
in Conejo youth circles is his sense of humor and candid, 
at-ease personality. Students usually toss a few jokes his 
way because of the Roman collar which they refel' to as 
a fiea collar, Roemer goes right along with them and, 
when they want a closer look, he removes it from his 
uniform and starts to scratch like mad. 

Roemer's work with adults as well provide~ him with 
such diversity ~n his parish ·that he says he's really 

~h~o~~fo~ T~:lb~~~~=~d~r t~d~~:f5eti~~~~~!~~s:i~r~~ work. And Roemer doesn't always wear it. 
Many of Roemer's young friends over his 10 years in 

the priesthood have given him T~shirts. Their messages 
never fail to bring a smile to his face. A few include: "I 
am an unwed Father," "F.ather knows best," "The 
lnctedible Father Hulk," ,.'Little Priest on the Prairie, 11 

and "Good Guys Wear Black." · 
He likes to compare his work to the movie title "Being 

There11 
- "for people or for kids, that's what it's all 

about," he concluded. 

--~ ... -·~·-· ;~ .... r..;,~~.~~~·.\i·~~::,:~;.:z~~~:. ~. :;.~~fr:::w.~~~iHi~f~;~~ud:l;t}TI":.,:,;,:··' 
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OFFICE OF Tlf:~, tliSTRJCT ATTORNEY 
County of Ven:t:ura~ State of California 

MICHAEL D. BRADBURY 
District Attorney 

ROBERT C. BRADLEY 
Chief Deputy District Attorney 

RAYMOND J, SINETAR 
Assistant District Att()rneY 

MALG. KIN(4 

November 11, 1980 
Chief lnvestigilt~Jr 

Assembly Criminal Justice Committee Members 
Interim Hearings on Child Molestation 

Members: 

Our laws insufficiently protect our children. Although we 
place the highest priority upon their education and physical 
health, we downgrade t:.h,eir freedom frolU sexual molestation. 

In California, if you ~exually molest a child your chances 
of avoiding a prison sentence are four times better than if 
you had raped an adult woman. In fact, molesting a child, 
you have a 60% chance of obtaining probation. 

This comparative leniency occurs despite the gravity of the 
crime. In fact, the victims of child molestation have been 
described by Dr. Roland Summit as "psychological time bombs.'' 

Child molesters not sentenced to prison are frequently committed 
to state hospitals where, after 18 months, on the average, 
they are released as "non-dangerous." Yet, the scientific 
community is virtually unanimous that it is incapable of 
determining "non-dangerousness." 

Our laws can be revised to better protect our children. These 
hearings are a promising first step. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ ~,C..B.JU~R~YU4'1U'"""'Y 
District Attorney 

jo 

Hall of justice, 800 South Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009 (805) 654-2500 
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CHILD MOLESTA'riON, AN OVERVIEW 

Child molestation is defined in the Penal Code as any lewd 

or lascivious act upon the body of a child under the age 

of 14 years where the perpetrator is motivated by a sexual 

intent. This statute would apply to pedophiles who molest 

.chi:Ldren. 

Little seems to be known about the causes or the dynamics of 

pedophilia. Consequently, psychiatry cannot effectively deal 

with its diagnosis, treatment or cure. 

Pedophiles tend to have a circumscribed age preference 

range. This offender is sometimes referred to as ~fixate~.P 

The fixated offender is described by Dr. Roland Summit of 

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center as a person who: 

[K]nows that his love affair with a given child is time 
limited and that his compelling sexual attraction will 
turn to indifference or even repulsion within a few 
years. The appearance in the child of secondary sexual 
characteristics is like the stroke of midnight for 
Cinderella .. The experienced pedophile learns to replace 
the fading attraction of each relationship with a 
succession of yo~nger initiates. An active pedophile 
may have contact with hundreds, even 'thousands of 
children within his lifetime. 

Summit, R., Recognition and Treatment of Child Sexual Abuse, 

p. 4 (1980), Pending publication. 
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Molesters victimize young boys at least as frequently as 

young girls. Summit, ~_u.era at p. 4. Swift, C., "Research Into 

vi.olent Behavior: Overview and Sexual Assaults," Hearings Before 

S11bcornmi ttee on Domestic and International, Scientific Planning, 

Analysis and Cooperation. U.S. House of Representatives, 

9':ith Cong. 2d Sess. (Jan. 10-2 , 1978). (Hereinafter cited 

as "Congressional Hearings.") The average female victim is 

eiyht years old at the time of initiation, but many are only 

two or three years old, or even younger. Boys are not infrequently 

victi1nized during years 1-8, but are most at risk during 

ages 9 to 13. Summit, suera at p. 4. 

It is generally acknowledged within the mental health profession 

that the causes of pedophilia are yet to be clearly ascertained. 

S\1mmi t sut.Jgests that 11 fixated 11 pedophilia may: 

[R]esult from trauma, as in a pre-adolescent sexual 
assault, or from excessive stimulation, such as 
an affectionate childhood relationship with a 
pedophile. In other cases there is no discernible 
reason for the fixation. As with other types of 
sexual paraphilias, theories of etiology remain 
diverse and controversial. Whatever the causes may 
be, it is important to recognize that pedophilia 
can exist as a disorder of sexual object choice, 
without associated disorders of thought, affect or 
behavior. 

Summit, supra at p. 7. 

Pedophilia may not be a mental illness. Dr. Nicholas A. Groth, 

Director of the Sex Offender Program for the State of Connecticut, 

states that "few sexual offenders against children are 
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demonstrably psychotic in any obvious way . II Groth, 

"Guidelines for the Assessment and Management of the Offender," 

p. 30 (1978). Many experts would a~ree that pedophili~ is 

essentially a lifestyle which never changes. 

At a minimum, the system's current faith in psychiatry as a 

solution to the problem should be coupled with some modesty. 

The view that sexual crime is usually the expression 
of mental abnormality is often incorrect -- although 
the intensity of the sexual urge is sometimes · 
sufficient to cause the sexual offender to defy the 
penalty he may incur, the same choice is made by many 
thieves and fraudulent persons and by many aggressive 
offenders who are rightly held to be responsible. It 
is unfortunate that academic theorists whose knowledge 
is culled from books and not from experience are not 
aware of these simple facts. 

?·1cGeorge, J., "Sexual Assaults on Children," Medicine, 

Sc_ienc:~~_!ld___!.~~, p. 250 (October 1964). 

Fot· almost every theory advanced about pedophilia, one can 

find an opposite conclusion reached by a different expert. 

However, there is expert agreement on the following principles: 

l. Child molestation is more widespread than is 
commonly perceived; 

2. Child molestation is vastly underreported; 

3. Serious child molestation offenses often lead 
to long-term detrimental emotional problems 
for the victim; 

4. There is no certainty as to the causes of pedophilia; 
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5. There is no known cure f&r pedophilia at the 
present time; 

G. 'l'herc is no rei iablc clinical ability to predict 
<.lan<Jerousness; and 

'l, The true or "fixated" pedophile is quite likely 
to reoffend. 
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THE INCIDENCE OF CHILD MOLESTATION IS SIGNIFICANT 

AND SERIOUSLY UNDERREPORTED 

::' . . _,;- ~ ic:illl national or statewide figures on the incidence of 

t~lt: g:olestation of children are available. •rhis deficiency 

exists for several reasons. First, child molestation is 

~rob~bly the most significantly underreported crime against 

the person. As noted by Dr. Roland Summit of Harbor-UCLA 

!·k::dical Center, studies indicate that no ~ than 6 percent 

~.i all child molestations are reported to authorities. 

;:; c.if',r.ti t, R. and Kryso, J. , 11 Sexual Abuse of Children: A Clinical 

Sp8ctrum, 11 48 Ame~i!_:_!2_£_thopsychiat:ry, p. 228 (April 1978). 

second, some of the incidents which are reported to police 

~0 not result in arrests. Monahan, Dr. J., Congressional 

l::::cJ_~:~.r~'J_!'i• p. 203-5 (1978). Third, most agencies which 

cullect offense and arrest statistics do not report child 

.. ,,,Jestation in any specific crime category. For example, 

~LLd molestation is not separately reported on either the 

~hl's Uniform Crime Reports or the reports compiled by the 

California Department of Justice, Bureau of Criminal Statistics. 

-~ /i/ically, child molestation is lumped into the category of 

•..: i ther "other sex offenses" or "other felonies." This 

ueficiency also says much about the criminal justice system•s 

~Ltitude toward child molestation. 
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'":.• absence of meaningful official statistics, research~rs 

~~~e :~lied upon retrospective interview data. This data 

· ... : c:;. from a series of surveys administered by various 

'-'L-·en:s to mature individuals, gathering information about 

. ;.;.;l:.:.tnces where they were molested sexually as children. 

:.c , t.:suJ ts of these surveys were summarized for the United 

. ·-'"' •_es conyress by Dr. Caroline Swift of the Wyandot Mental 

!k,l J t t1 · Center in Lawrence, Kansas: 

Estimates based on surveys [i.e., retrospective 
interviews] indicate that between 25-35 percent of 
females are sexually victimized in this country 
(Kinsey, 1973; Landis, 1956; Gagnon, 1970), and 
5-30 percent of males (Landis, 1956; Brunold, 1964; 
Lloyd, 1976). 

As Dr. Swift summarized to Congress, these studies conclude 

that, "In terms of incidence, the retrospective studies 

seemed to indicate that between one-fourth and one-third of 

our entire population has been sexually exploited while 

···owing up, and that's both boys and girls." Congressional 

:c. t:l· 3 52. 

, :;c.: reasons for the severe level of initial underreporting 

child molestations were varied and set forth by Dr. Swift 

... lier testimony. The major cause for underreporting is 

~h~ severe taboo which society places on these cases. Thus, 

~:.ten the child oi the parents of the child, once they are 

~~are of the offense, do not report it to authorities. 

:,.lJitionally, in a significant number of the cases, the 
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parent or stepparent of the child is ·the perpetrator and 

obviously can exercise great control over whether the matter 

ever comes to the authorities' attention. Studies indicate 

that the level ot underreporting is particularly acute 

amongst molested boys. Swift, c., Congressional Hearings, 

p. 352-353 (1978). 
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CHILD MOLESTATION IS A PARTICULARLY SERIOUS OFFENSE 

Child mo1estation often does not result in the infliction of 

physical injury upon the victim. For this reason it has 

sometimes been treated as a nonserious assault. Yet, the 

trauma and long-term psychological effects upon its victims 

often exceed that suffered by rape victims. Swift, Dr. C., 

Contrary to some earlier assumptions, studies now show that 

child molest victims suffer serious long-term psychological 

detriments. Id. Dr. Joseph Peters, Director of the Philadelphia 

Sex Offender and Rape Victim Center, and Associate Professor 

at the University of Pennslyvania, summarized some of these 

detriments as: 

0 General emotional withdrawal from society; 

0 Loss of appetite; 

0 Discontinuation of education; 

0 Negative feelings toward men; 

0 Severe nightmaresi 

0 Loss of sleep. 

::::-:.~ortantly, the ini tia1 trauma inherent in a serious molestation 

often leads to serious life-long emotional problems for the 

victim. Dr. Roland Summit of Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, 

5580 
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characterized these molestation victims as "psychological 

time bombs," suffering from: "self-hate, self-destructive, 

antisocial behaviors, substance abuse, runaway tendencies, ~ ~ 

prostitution, somatic complaints, sexual dysfunctions, ~- _ 

hysterical seizures, dissociative disorders including multiple 

personality states, and homicidal frenzies, affective disorders 

and schizophrenia." Summit, R., Recognition and Treatment of 

Child Sexual Abuse, p. 3 (1980). 

These symptoms were particularly aggravated when the offender 

was an intimate authority figure, such as father or stepfather. 

Peters, ,J., "Children who are victims of sexual. assault and 

the psychology of offenders," 30 Amer. J. Psychotherapy, 398 

(July 1976). 

Society at large may be the greater victim, because studies 

now strongly correlate child molestation victimization with 

subsequent child molestation perpetration. Molest victims, 

as adults, become molest offenders (men), or aiders and 

abettors in molestations or child abusers (men and women). 

Swiftl Dr. C., Congressional Hearings, p. 353-4; Summit, R. 

and Kryso, J., "Sexual Abuse of Children: A Clinical Spectrum," 

48 Amer. J. Orthopsychiatry, p .. 232 (April 1978) . 

Child molestation is also a serious crime because perpetrators 

(particularly fixated pedophiles) commonly are recidivists. 

Groth, Dr. A. N. and Longo, B. c., Undetected Recidivism 

Among Rapists and Child Molesters, p. 15-18 (Pub. Pend. 1980). 
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.. Pedophilia is a self-reinforcing sexual lifestyle. It 

produces physical and emotional pleasure. Thus, repetiton 

increases the prubilblility of repetition. Groth, A. N., 

llurqcss, A. w., Holtnstn_JJIJ, L. L., and Sqroi, S., 'I'he Sexual 

Assault of Children and Adolescents, p. 153 (Lexington 

Books, 1978) . 

Because of this, as Dr. Summit has noted, supra, the typical 

fixated pedophile may molest hundreds or perhaps thousands 

of children during his lifetime. 

one fact emphasized by recent studies is that the pronounced 

recidivism rates of child molesters cannot be measured by 

subsequent formal criminal record studies, based upon "arrests" 

or "convictions." 

Dr. John Hanahan, Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, 

University of California, Irvine, stated the reasons for 

criminal record inadequacies as follows: 

(P]olice arrest rates have been the primary means of 
verifying whether or not a violent act has occurred 
during the followup period. For at least two reasons, 
however, arrest rates are inadequate methods of 
verification: Most violent behavior is never reported 
to the police, and the violent behavior which is reported 
often does not lead to the recording of an arrest. 
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On the first point, a recent victimization study in 
eight major American cities found that only 40 to 50 
percent of all violent crime was reported to the police. 
The reporting rate for simple assaults ranged from 27 to 
39 percent (Department of Justice, 1974}. While the 
reasons for not reporting a crime are varied . • . the 
result of underreporting is surely to reduce the use­
fulness of arrest records as a means of verifying the 
occurrence of violent behavior (Holatyn, 1975). 

Added to this is the fact that the "clearance rate" 
of reported crime ... is far from perfect. While 
the clearance rate for murder is reasonably high 
(79 percent) the clearance rates for forcible rape 
(51 percent), aggravated assault (63 percent) and 
robbery (27 perdent) are such that a large portion 
of the violent crime that is reported never finds 
its way into police statistics (Kelley, 1974). 

In addition to the standard reasons given to account 
tor the low clearance rates for violent crime . 
one factor especially relevant to validation 
studies of the prediction of sexual violence is that 
mental hospitalization is often used by the police 
as an alternative to arrest. As Cacozza & Steadrniin 
(1974, p. 1013) noted in their followup study oi 
the ''criminally insane," Baxstrom [sexual] patients, 
"some of the patients were rehospitalized for 
behavior very similar to that displayed by other 
patients who were arrested for violent crimes." 

One Los Angeles study found that 33 percent of police 
referrals to a medical psychiatric unit had as their 
primary percipitating incident 11 some degree of aggressive 
behavior." In none of these cases was an arrest made 
(Jacobson, Craven & Kushner, 1973). 

Monahan, Dr. J., Congressional Hearings, p. 203-5 (1978}. 

Dr. Monahan thus concluded that most studies resting upon 

formal arrest or conviction reviews of "cured'' sexual offenders 

are actually examining persons who "may be leading active 

careers in violent crime." Id. at 205. 
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Three hundred of America's leading psychiatrist concurred 

with Dr. Monahan's findinqs as they specifically relate to 

pedophiles. They concluded that studies resting upon formal 

"rates of recidivism [are] hardly reliable standards based 

on the innumerable criminal acts that occur and that do not 

receive official recognition. Prominent among these would 

be rape <:md pedophilia, which are underreported." Group for 

the Advancement of Psychiatry, Psychiatry and Sex Psychopath 

Legislation: The 30's to the 80's, p. 870 (Mental Health 

Materials Center, N.Y. , 1977) (Hereafter cited as "300 

Psychiatrists' Report"). 

Recently, Dr. A. Nicholas Groth concluded the actual recidivism 

rate of child molesters was over five times that reflected 

l:Jy LUtllkll c:.t:imirktJ rcconis. 'l'his ~00 J:_Jercent unde.crecording 

rate was limited to molestations of separate victims (multiple 

criminal incidents with the same victim were not counted 

because they were so frequent as to significantly skew the 

sample). Groth, A. N. and Longo, B. C., Undetected Recidivism 

Among Rapists and Child Molesters, p. 23 {Pub. Pend. 1980). 

Professor George Dix of the University of Texas, in a national 

institute of mental health study of Atascadero inmates 

similarly found serious underrecording of the crimes actually 

committed by California MDSO's. Dix, G. E., "Differental 

Pr?cessi~g of Abnormal Sex Offenders," 67 J. Crim. L. & 

Criminolog~, p. 233 (1976). 
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The conclusions of Doctors Groth and Dix should not be 

surprising in light of recent studies which conclude that no 

more than 6 percent of all child molestations have been 

reported to authorities. Summit, R. and Kryso, J., 11 Sexual 

Abuse of Children: A Clinical Spectrum," 48 Amer. J. 

Qr~hopsychiatry, p. 228 (April 1978). 
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THE MDSO INCARCERATION PHILOSOPHY IS OUTMODED 

AND APPEARS PSYCHIATRICALLY UNSOUND 

Until 1976, California clung to a rehabilitation incarceration 

philosophy in dealing with crimes, generally. "Rehabilitation" 

determined sentence length. Achievement of "rehabilitation 

and adjustment" caused release. See former Penal Code 

section 3024.5 

'!:'his system did not work. Some offenders were released too 

early as rehabilitated (i.e., false negatives); others were 

held too long as not rehabilitated (i.e., false positives). 

Host important, criminal rehabilitation did not occur. This 

California experience was not unique. Dr. James Q. Wilson 

of Harvard University summarized the national research 

findings: 

Between 1966 and 1972, Robert Martinson reviewed, 
initially at the request of the New York State 
Governor's Committee on Criminal Offenders, 231 
experimental studies on the treatment of criminals, 
including in this list all those from here and 
abroad that were available in print between 1945 
and 1967, and that met·various tests of methodo­
logical adequcy. Martinson's review came to a clear 
conclusion: "With few and isolated exceptions, the 
rehabilitation efforts that have been reported so 
far have no appreciable effect on recidivism." 
Studies done since 1967 do not provide grounds for 
altering that conclusion significantly. 

-14-
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It does not seem to matter what form of treatment 
in the correctional system is attempted -- whether 
vocational training or academic education; whether 

,,-c::-. ..::<:::-s or psychiatrists; whether the institutional 
context of the treatment is custodial or benign; 
whether the sentences are short or long; whether 
the person is placed on probation or released on 
parole; whether the treatment takes place in the 
community or in institutions. Indeed, some forms 
of treatment -- notably a few experiments with 
psychotherapy -- actually produced an increase in 
the rate of recidivism. 

The H.artinson review is unique in its comprehensiveness, 
but not in its findings. R. G. Hood carne to much the 
same conclusion in a review published in 1967; Walter C. 
Bailey, after examining 100 studies of the efficacy of 
treatment aqd especially the 50 or so that claimed 
positive results, concluded in 1966 that the "evidence 
supporting the efficacy of correctional treatment is 
slight, inconsistent, and a questionable reliability. 
Leslie T. Wilkins observed in 1969 that "the major 
achievement of research in the field of social 
psychology and treatment has been negative and has 
resulted in the undermining of nearly all of the 
current mythology regarding the effectiveness of 
treatment in any form." 

In retrospect, little of this should have been 
surprising. It requires not merely optimistic, 
but heroic assumptions about the nature of man to 
lead one to suppose that a person, finally sentenced 
after (in most cases) many brushes with the law, 
and having devoted a good part of his youth and 
young adulthood to misbehavior of every sort, should, 
by either the solemnity of prison or the skillfulness 
of the counselor, come to see the error of his ways 
and to experience a transformation of his character. 
Today, we smile in amusement at the naivete of those 
early prison reformers who imagined that religious 
instruction while in solitary confinement would lead 
to moral regeneration. How they would now smile at 
us at our presumption that conversations with a 
psychiatrist or a return to the community could 
achieve the same end. We have learned how difficult 
it is by governmental means to improve the 
educational attainments of children or to restore 
stability and affection to the family, and in these 
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cases we are often working with willing subjects 
in moments of admitted need. Criminal rehabilitation 
requires producing equivalent changes in unwilling 
subjects under conditions of duress or indifference, 

~r. Q. Wilson, !::~in~_.:!:-~g __ ~!Jou:t:_Crime,{Basic Books 1974), 

169-70. (Footnotes omitted.) 

Dr. Alfred Blumstein of Carnegie Mellon University and 

Chairman of the National Academy of Science's Panel on 

Research on Deterrent and Incapacitative Effects, similarly 

told Congress in 1978: 

The results of these evaluations of rehabilitation 
programs have been strikingly consistent. Wherever 
the evaluation has been rigorous, the evaluators 
appear to have found no discernible difference in the 
post-treatment recidivism of the treatment group 
compared to the controlled group. This is not to say 
that some programs do not help some people, but it 
does emphasize that we still do_not know enough to 
be able to target specific programs at specific 
offenders with the confidence that these programs 
will "rehabilitate" them to a sizeable degree. No 
"silver bullets" have yet been identified that are 
potent enough to cure large numbers of offenders, 
at least within the confines of what the criminal 
justice system is able to do. 

Blumstein, A., Cong:r:~ssional Hearings, p. 146. 

The Legislature recognized the failure of the rehabilitation 

detention philosophy when it enacted the determinate sentencing 

law (SB 42). 

We now recognize the legitimate purpose of incarceration as 

punishment. The length of punishment should be uniform and 
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proportionate to the seriousness of the offense. Penal Code 

section ll70(a) (l). The MDSO system contradicts this general 

philosophy. Here this yroup of convicted offenders are, 

"Lr<~alcd not us criminals, but us sick persons." 

W&I Code section 6250. 

'rhus, aside from life sentence·s and CRC, the MDSO system 

remains the only adult system incarcerating offenders on a 

nonuniform, nonproportionate basis. The longest presumptive 

incarceration term under MDSO is the maximum for the substantive 

offense. W&I Code section 6316. On an ad hoc basis, this 

can be shor-tened on a staff conclusion of "cure." 

W&l Code section 6325.1. It may also be temporarily extended 

beyond the maximum on a staff conclusion of continued neeu 

and amenability to treatment. W&I Code section 6316.2. 

In practice, the MDSO system has abbreviated rather than 

lengthened the confinement. The National Institute of 

Mental Health Study conducted by Professor George Dix of the 

University of Texas found that half of all the Atascadero 

inmates were released within one year and none were retained 

longer than two. Dix, G. E.j "Determining the Continued 

Dangerousness of Psychologically Abnormal Sex Offenders," 

3 ~-~~---~_sychi_at!".Y. __ anc~_La~, p. 327 (1975). 
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More recent studies show that Atascadero confinement length 

has increased somewhat, but still significantly lags behind 

comparable confinement length for state prison. A 1978 

State Department of Mental Health Task Force report stated 

that the average length of hospitalization for HDSO's at 

that time was 18 months. Horowitz, J., "Sex Offenders and 

the Disordered," Los Angeles Times (Part IV, August 3, 1979). 

Data produced by the Department of Corrections disclosed 

that in 1978 the comparable confinement length for child 

molesters in prison was 41 months. Management Information 

Section, Department of Corrections, Number and Time Served 

in Prison Before First Parole, p. 3 (April 1980). 

'l'he release decisions were based upon the hospital staff's 

assessment of the MDSO's continued dangerousness to others. 

This standard (which is the premise of the NDSO system) is 

now widely recognized as psychiatrically incapable of 

implementation. 

The Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry, an independent 

group of 300 leading psychiatrists, recently published a 

white paper entitled, Psychiatry and Sex Psychopath Legislation: 

The 30's to the 80's. 
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Two significant conclusions of GAP's 125-page study were: 

(l) First and foremost, sex psychopath and sexual 
offencter-sEatutes .. c:·a-n.·-sest be described a approaches 
thathave faTfecf:-----'r·he discrepancy between the promises 
in-sex-stafutes and performances have rarely been 
resolved. 

* * * 

(2) The categorization process projected by sexual 
psychopath--Statutes-lacks clinical validity. The 
notion is naive and confusing that a hybrid amalgam 
of law in psychiatry can validly label a persort as 
a "sex psychopath" or "sex offender" and then treat 
him in a manner consistent with a guarantee of 
community safety. The mere assumption that such a 
heterogeneous legal classification could define 
treatability and make people amenable to treatment 
is not only fallacious; it is startling. It is 
analogous to approaches that would create special 
categories of "burglary offender" statutes or 
"white collar" offender statutes and then provide 
for special commitments, such as to burglary 
psychopath hospitals. 

More fundamentally, GAP found no present psychiatric cure, 

or "silver bullet" (in Dr. Blumstein's terms) for pedophilia. 

At one time, pedophilia was thought to be highly 
treatable; in retrospect, this optimism appears 
to have confused social policy needs with actual 
therapeutic effectiveness. 
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Dr. Summit also saw no "silver bullet" for pedophiles: 

Despite the hopes of penologists and therapists, 
there is no responsible documentation that 
treatment can realign the sexual preference of 
the fixated pedophile or deem any protections 
for the children at risk. Since the well-adjusted 
pedophile typically finds an unrestricted supply 
of noncomplaining partners there is no means 
short of 24-hour-supervision to monitor [his 
actions]. 

Surnmi t, R., !3ec_<:>_gnLt:_io~_an_~ Treatment of Child Sexual Abuse, 

p. 5, (1980). 

GAP concurs with this conclusion: 

Early and unjustified optimisism had raised 
public hopes about the effectiveness of clinical 
approaches in identifying and predicting just who 
would behave in a deviant or dangerous manner. 
Intimately fused with the belief in the ability 
of clinicians to identify and predict sexual 
psychopathy for the legal system was the illusion 
that treatments were available to cure and 
rehabilitate the individuals identified. 

_?OQ_X~Y-~!liatrists Report, p. 854. 

As another prominent psychiatrist stated: 

The difficulty is that we have no way of 
successfully treating the sexual psychopath. 
Cures, if any, must be extremely rare. The 
demand, therefore, that these offenders be 
"treated" is a sterile one. Why do we want 
jurisdiction in these cases transferred from 
the courts to the psychi~trist? It looks as if 
we have talked ourselves into the privilege of 
holding the bear by the tail. 

Davidson, Dr. H., "Legislation Dealing with Sex Offenders," 
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Professor Dix, in his NIMH study of Atascadero, observed 

that the Atascadero staff was confronting exactly the problems 

uutl.incc..l ubove: 

Perhaps the immediately apparent aspect of the 
staff's analysis of continued dangerousness was 
their frequent failure to· address the issues 
specifically -- or when it was directly addressed 
with precision. No effort was spent discussing in 
specific or precise terms how likely it was that a 
patient would n'nfr(~nd if n'le>d~;cd to the community. 
'1'\ii:..>, uJ. c;uurse, mer·ely conl.irms the: tr·equently 
made suggestion that the prediction of dangerousness 
even in the institutional context where the staff can 
be regarded as well informed -- is so imprecise a 
matter as to inherently preclude such specific 
analysis on a statistical probability basis. 

Dix, G. E., "Determining the Continued Dangerousness of 

Psychologically Abnormal Sex Offenders," J. of Psychiatry 

and Law, p. 235 (1975). 
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RCALA 007701 

1 

·2 INTRODUCTION 

3 The following "Statement of Facts" prepared by the People 

4 of the State of California includes all statements taken in 

5 the case by investigators of the Ventura County Sheriff's 

6 Department and th~ Ventura County District Attorney's Offic.e. 

7 The material is organized by the order of the charges 

8 filed in the Information, and statements relating to uncharged 

9 victims are included under the heading "Additional Victims." 

10 A verbatim transcript of the statement of Donald Patrick 

11 Roemer is marked Exhibit "A," attached, and incorporatec:l 

12 herein by reference. 

13 This "Statement of Facts" is submitted by the People of 

14 the State of California as proof of the factual basis of the 

15 pleas of nolo contendere by Donald Patrick Roemer to Counts I, 

16 ·rr,. and III of the Information. 
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1 STATE.t-1ENT OF FACTS 

2 

3 COUNT I: REDACTED 

4 On January 26, 1981, the Ventura County Sheriff's 

5 Office, East Valley Station, received a report of a possible 

6 child molest from a Mrs. REDACTED , REDACTED 

7 REDACTED 

8 Deputy eruce McDowell responded to the call. He reported: 

9 

10 

11 

12 
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28 

On l-26-81 at about 1935 hours, I arrived at the 
victim's home re: a possible child molest. I 
contacted the victim's parents who gave this 
account: Mr. REDACTED told me that on 1/26/81 at 
about 1800 hours, victim REDACTED and the family were 
eating dinner. REDACTED told the family about the 
follO\ving incident: On l/26/81 1 REDACTED went tO CCD 
classes. Suspect, Father Patrick Roemer, asked 

REDACTED to look at some old pictures. REDAcTED said 
that Father Roemer rubbed REDACTED. stomach and then 
his "doofer." Mr. REDACTED to.l. d me that "doofer. 11 

· · · 

means penis in thei~-f~~ily. REDACTED said tha'!=­
Father Roemer started to shake. REDACTEDsaid he was 
scared. 

Hrs. R5'p~c1~fl _____ told me that R!=DACTED has a teacher and 
a helper J.n the CCD class. They are Mrs. RE12_A_gJ:E_D_ 

REDACTED and Mrs. REDACTED (See F/U Det. Mcilvain 
for phone.) Mrs. REDACTED said she called Mrs. 

REDACTED and told her about the incident.· Mrs. 
REDACTED advised Mrs. REDACTED to call the church 

and talk to the senior priest about it. I talked 
to the victim, REDACTED, a 7-year-old boy with blond 
hair and blue eyes. I first showed REDACTED my black 
flashlight and asked him what color it was. He 
said it was black. I asked him if I would be 
lying if I said the flashlight was yellow and he 
said yes. I asked if it was wrong to tell a lie 
and he said yes. I asked REDACTED if he would tell 
the truth and he said yes. Again, I stressed the 
importance of telling the truth. 

REDACTED gave the following account: Today (1/26/81), 
hiS teacher 1 Mrs. REDACTED picked up REDACTED and 
drove him to CCD classes. The children play in 
the yard for awhile and then go to class. REDACTED 
put his books down on a bench away from the other 
kids; however, Father Roemer came out of his 
office and asked REDACTED to come inside and look at 
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some pictures. REDACTED went into the office and 
Father Roemer sat in a chair near a desk. Father 
Roemer lifted REDACTED Up and placed REDACTED on the 
Father's leg, far enough back so that REDACTED was 
close to the Father's chest. 

Father Roemer showed RE[)ACTED a book with pictures 
from when Father Roe.mer went to school. REDACTED 
said it was the kirid of book where everyone in the 
class takes pictures together. I asked if he 
meant a school yearbook and he said yes. While 
looking at the book, Father Roemer put his hand 
under REDACTEDS T-shirt and started to rub REDACTED 
stomach. I asked REDACTED to show me by rubbing his 
own stomach. REDACTED made slow circular movements 
on his stomach. REDACTED sq.id that Father Roemer 
rubbed REDACTED stomach for about one-half minute. 
Father Roemer then slid his hand down into REDACTED 
pants and inside REDACTED underpants. Father 
Roemer started to rub REDACTED doofer. Father 
:Roerner rubbed REDACTED doofer for a couple of 
minutes and then rather :Roemer started snaking. 
Ris hands and legs were shaking and Father Roemer 
said, 11 I'm cold." REDACTED told me it was hot in the 
room and that Father Roemer was wearing a jacket 
or coat. REDACTEDtold me that he became scared and 
asked Father Roemer if he could go now. Father 
Roemer said, "Okay." 

REDACTED went toward his class and on the way he told 
his friend, REDACTED that Father Roemer had shown 
him some pictures. 

I asked REDACTED where his "doofer" was and he pointed 
to his crotch area where his penis would be. I 
asked REDACTED if he could tell me another name for 
doofer, but he seemed too embarrassed. I asked 
him if he used his doofer to go to the bathroom 
and he said yes. .. 

I put my pencil on the kitchen table and told 
REDACTED to pretend that my pencil was REDACTED doofer 
and to show me how Father Roemer rubbed REDACTED 
doofer. REDACTED made several short, fast strokes 
on the penciL 

I talked to Mrs. REDACTED. again and she added that 
Father Roemer was very friendly with children and 
has taken several groups on field trips. Father 
Roemer is the youth minister and active with all 
the youth sports activities. Father Roemer was 
not very involved in adult activities. 

I contacted Det. K. Mcilvain and told her the 
above info. She called the church and left a 
message for FathE!r Roemer. 
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Ori 1/26/81 at about 2230 hours, Father Roemer 
called the East Valley Sheriff's Station. I 
called Det. REDACTED at Los Robles and she advised 
to ask Father Roemer to come to the station. I 
told Father Roemer we were investigating a case 
and we would appreciate it if he could come down 
right away. Father Roemer said he wasn't busy and 
would come to the station. He didn't ask why. 

REDACTED had told me that this had never happened 
before and that he never saw anyone else go into 
the office with Father Roemer before. 

REDACTED said no one else witnessed the incident. 

9 On January 26, 1981, net. Kelli Mcilvain of the East 

10 Valley station responded to the REDACTED residence for. the 

11 f.!Urpose of r~interviewing REDACTED Det. MCilvain 

12 reported: 

13 Following conversation with Deputy REDACTED , I 
requested he have the victim and parents come to 

14 the EVSO for interview. They arrived a few minutes 
before 9 p~m. 

15 
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Victim REDACTED _ 7-1/2 years, DOB: 
REDACTED said that today while at St. Paschal's 

Church, T.O., about 3:30p.m., just prior to CCD 
classes (religious instruction), suspect asked him 
into a small office saying, "Do you want to see 
some pictures." The victim sat on the priest's 
lap as the priest showed him pictures from a book. 
(Described like a school yearbook.) As the boy 
looked at the book, the suspect put his hand 
inside the victim's shirt and rubbed his abdomen 
and chest.area. Suspect then put his hand inside 
victim's clothing and rubbed his doofer (penis). 
The suspect began shaking very hard and said ~o 
the victim, "It's cold in here." The victim 
finally asked the suspect if he could leave and 
the suspect said yes. After he got outside the 
office, he told Mrs. REDACTED . - ---. 

that Father Roemer had shown him some pictures. 
He then went to CCD class which starts at 3:45 p.m. 
He told his parents what had occurred at dinner. 
Victim also said the suspect kissed him on the 
neck, near the right ear, as he was rubbing him. 
The whole incident lasted about five minutes. 

t-1..rs. REDACTED said she phoned REDACTED l (CCD 
teacher) after learning what occurred and Mrs. 
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REDACTED recalled REDACTED telling her that Father 
Roemer had shown him pictures. REDACTED , after 
hearing Mrs. REDACTED information, told her she · 
would contact REDACTED , an active church 
member, to see what should be done about the 
information. MrE;. REDACTED l recontacted Mrs. 

REDACTED saying R_~Q~~T-~- said the police should be 
notified. 

Mrs. REDACTED had already decided to phon.e the · 
police. 

Prior to the interviews with the R_EDACTED . I 
phoned the church and left a message with Father 

REDACTED_ ·- - ---- to have Father Roemer phone m(a 
as soon as possible. 

The ~uspect returned the call around 2245 hours. 
Deputy R_EDACTED talked with hiw and ask~d i.f he_ 
could come to EVSO. He said he wouldw 

S~ATEMENT OF DONALD PATRICK ROEM~R 

Detective Mcilvain's report continues: 

I interviewed suspect in the EVSO.on tape, 
following t1iranda waiver, approximately 2300 hours. 

Donald Patrick Roemer, DOB: 3-17-44, 36 years, 
155 E. Janss Road, T.O. REDACTED 
Following is a narrative summary of taped 
interview. 

The suspect, who has been a Catholic priest for 11 
years, said that everything that REDACTED 
said was probably true. Today, 1-26-81 around 
3:30p.m., he asked the boy into the teachers' 
lounge on churchgrounds, had him sit on his lap, 
stroked his.stomach, abdomen, and genitals. He 
also had the boy stand up next to him for awhile 
and stroked his penis. As the boy was sitting on 
his lap, he did begin to shake. He did make a 
remark about it being cold to cover up for the 
shaking. The suspect did have an erect~on and an 
ejaculation resultant from the fondling. T.he 
victim asked if he could go out to play and Father 
Roemer said yes. The total time suspect was 
stroking victim was about two minutes. When asked 
if he kissed the victim, he said he didn't recall, 
but if the victim said he kissed him, then he did. 
The suspect said he knew when the boy left the 
office that he would be found out. He also heard 
the victim yell to l-1rs. REDACTED that Father 
Roemer had just shown him pictures. 
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Suspect said he has been struggling with feelings 
of a hornosexual·nature since he was young and 
sought assistance while assigned to a parish in 
Santa Barbara through a church psychologist. 

The suspect also admitted that information given 

RCALA 007706 

by REDACTED was true and did occur on 1....;18-81. 
(See statements of REDACTED under Count II.) 

Also on 1-19-81, while in the teachers'· lounge at 
3:30p.m., he rubbed the stomach, chest, and 
underarm area of REDACTED . 6th g:J;"ade, 11 years. 
(See statements of REDACTED under Count III.) 

Two weeks ago, 1:...12-81, teachers' 
stomach, chest of REDACTED 
(See statements of 

lounge, he rubbed 
7-1/2 years. 
under 

count IV.) 

Father Roemer took a group of boys on a trip to. 
San Diego during the week following Christmas, 
1980. They stayed in one hotel room with two 
double beds. During this trip, at night, believing 

REDACTED 14 years, to be asleep next to him in the 
bed, he touched his genitals. 

Also durinq this trip, while sleeping with R~o~TEo 
REDACTED , 14 years, he attempted to touch his 
genitals, but the boy had not been asleep. He got 
out of the bed and went and laid down on the 
floor. The suspect asked him what was wrong and 
the boy replied, "You felt too low." The suspect 
then told the boy he would never do anything like 
that (to cover up his actions) and that the boy 
was wrong about his intentions. (See statements 
of REDACTED under Count VII.) 

The suspect also related that he had use of a 
ranch in Fillmore, via relatives, from approximately 
August 1979 to August 1980 where he often took 
boys for the weekend or overnight. They would 
sleep in sleeping bags on the living room floor. 

REDACTED 13 years 1 and REDACTED 

14 years, on separate occasions {one time each) 
were stroked on stomach and chest area. (See 
statements· of REDACTED · pages 28 to 30, 
and REDACTED pages 31 to 32.) 

He stroked genitals and stomach of REDAC_!ED 
14 years, while asleep at the ranch on one, maybe 
two occasions. (See statement of REDACTED 
page·· 30.) 

He also stroked stomach, chest area of ~E_D~Q~ED 
REDACTED two or three times in the teachers' lounge 
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1 on churchgrounds. 

1 The suspect was very cooperative, appeared truthful. 
He said he usually had an erection during the 

3 stroking activity and sometimes he ejaculated. 

4 Suspect placed under arrest and booked EVSO. 
Attached are photos of children in his wallet. 

S Red arrow is photo of REDACTED victim i2. 

6 In a report prepared by Detective Z-1cllvain on January 29, 

7 1981, she stated: 

8 On January 29, 1981, approximately 1615 hours, at 
the direction of beputy District Attorney REDAcTED 

9 RED~cTED . and while my conversation of 1/26/Bl. wi t:h 
suspect Donald Patrick Roemer was still fresh i~ 

10 mY mind, l U.stened .to the taped recording of tpa~ 
conversation. The following is my word-for~word 

11 accounting of the conversation from its begin.niJ1g 
through the f·1iranda waiver. All responses of 

12 suspect are underlJ.ned. My statement/questions 
arf? in quotes. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

"I don't know if you are aware of the fact that. 
there is a family in Thousand Oaks that has a 
young boy that is giving information accusing you 
of child molest. The information was given this 
evening and I felt like we should try to get in 
touch with you as soon as we possibly could because 
of the sensitivity of it. What is your whole 
name, Father?" 

Donald Patrick Roemer. 

"And your date c1f birth?" 

Harch 17, ' 4 4. 

"Making you" 

36. 

"And your residence address?" 

REDACTED 

"Do you have your own phone there?" 

Yes. Well, there's a house phone and I have a 
private phone. The house phone is REDACTED 

"The house phone is kind of like a work phone 
isn't it?" 
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REDACTED 
It's a work phone and I have a private line. 
REDACTED 

"I'd like to talk to you about the information 
given, but I have to read you your rights because 
at this point you are a suspect in the crime of 
child molest. Okay." 

Yes (suspect nods yes) 

"You understand that you're suspected of committing 
the crime of child molest? Do you understand?" 

(Suspect nods head) Inaudible yes. 

"You have the right to remain silent. Do you 
under stand.?" 

1'!£ you give up that right, anything you say can 
and will be used against you in a court of law. 
Do you understand?" 

(Su~pect nods yes) Inaudible yes. 

"You have the right to talk to a lawyer and have 

RCALA 007708 

him present with you before and while being questioned. 
Do you understand?'' 

(Suspect nods head) Inaudible yes. 

"If you cannot afford to hire a lawyer, one will 
be appointed to represent you before any questioning 
at no cost to you, if you wish one. Do you underst,and?'1 

(Suspect nods yes) Inaudible yes. 

"Do you understand all of these rights (cough/ 
excuse me) that I have explained to you? 

(Suspect nods yes) Inaudible yes. 

"Do you have any questions about these rights?" 

No, I don't think so. 

''Having these rights in mind, do you wish to give 
up these rights and talk to me about the charge 
against you?" 

I'd rather talk to you. 

"You would?" 
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Yes. 

"Okay.;, 

"Do you know a boy by the name of REDACTED 

The interview was approximately 60 minutes long, 
only the first 30 minutes were recorded on tape. 
On the tape, suspect discussed activity with both 

R!=D_ACTEQ boys, victim REDACTED • and ~Ep~C_:r§)_"' _ Off 
tape, but during second part of interview, he 
discussed victims REDACTED and REDACTED in San piego, 

REDACTED and REDACTED ; in Fillmore. 

A verbatim transcript of the 3D-minute taped portiop of 

the interview by Detective Kelli Mcilvain of Donald Patrick 

Roemer on January 26, 1981 is marked Exhibit "A," attached, a,nd 

fully incorporated herein by reference in this "Statement of 

Facts.'' 

On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED and reported: 

on February 4, 1981 at approximately 5 p.m., 
I interviewed REDACTED in the c;:ompany of both 
parents at his residence. Deputy District 
Attorney REDACTEJ2 was present and participated 
in the interview. 

REDACTED is a 7-year-old, 2nd grade student at 
University Elementary School in Thousand Oaks. 
He attends ceo classes at St. Paschal's Church 
and has done so for three years. His CCD 
teacher ,i.s REDACTED who also transports 
hirn'to and from class. 

REDACTED related the following information: I see 
Father Roemer every time I go to ceo classes. 
He always hugs me and kisses me on the head. 
On January 26, 1981, when I got to CCO class, 
Father Roemer carne up and hugged me. He had a 
book in his hand and said, "Come into the room 
where the teachers meet (teachers' lounge) and 
look at some pictures." 

\'7hen we got in there, he picked me up and put 
me on his lap. He was holding the book and 
rubbing my "wiener." He told me to stand up 
because it would be easier. He started shaking 
after he started rubbing my "wiener." I asked 
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him why he was shaking and he said because he 
was cold. He still had his hand under my pants 
and I asked him if I could go outside. He 
said, "Sure" and took his hand out of my pants. 

I went outside and told Hrs. REDACTED that 
Father Roemer had shown me some pictures and 
tickled my chest .• 

When I got home and was eating dinner, l told my 
Hom and Dad what~ had happened. I felt like a 
"tattletale" for· telling them. 

I have never seen Father Roemer shake like that 
before. When he was rubbing my "wiener," I 
didn't te~l him to stpp because I was af:t:aid. 

On February 12; 19Bl, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED by telephone. 
' . 

12 Investigator Smart reported: 

13 On February 12, 1981 at approximately 8 a.m., 
I telephoned the above witness regarding an 

14 incident that occurred on January 26, 1981 
involving Father Roemer and REDACTED 

15 

16 

.17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Mrs. REDACTED is a teacher at St. Paschal's 
Church in Thousand Oaks. she transports · 
several children to and from ceo classes, 
including REDACTED and REDACTED and REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Mrs. REDACTED related the following information: 
., 

On January 26, 1981, I drove REDACTED 
REDACTED to ceo classes at St. Paschal's Church. 
When we arr.i ved, the boys got out of the .. car 
and walked toward their classrooms. I went to 
my classroom and then went to the supply room 
to get some supplies for my class. 

As I was returning from the supply room, en route 
to my classroom, REDACTED came up to me and told me 
that Father Roemer had taken him into his office 
and had shown him some pictures. I made some 
appropriate comment, like, "That's nice," or 
something like that. · 

At that moment, Father Roemer \valked up and asked 
me what REDACTED had told me. Father Roemer asked if 

REDACTED had told me that he had shown him some 
pictures. The discussion was brief as it was time 
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for classes to s-tart and REDACTED and I left for our 
classroom. I'"di-d not notice anything unusual 
about REDACTED, that day,- but I do recall ht;: .Jnay, have 

"been nervous during class. He had to leave the 
""'t:lassroom twice __ that day to go to the bathroom, 

-- whfch is unusual for REDACTED 

~n,__tetrosp~ct, :r- .sv.ess _:i.t wa:s unusual for F?-tl"l~r, 
- E~)~mer- to walK up to me··and ask what R~DACTEI? had 
_:-said· to 1t1Et. ~-_Fa'thQl:::-'.Roemer;""(tS'Ually does not:·-wal-k. 
up ··-to adults and talk ·to them. He- !:~Pends tb.e 

·•1t'.ajority of:h±s time with ·kids.· · 

I know .REDACTED quite well and I know in my heart he 
would not fabricate a story or lie about what has 
happened. 

I have been very concerned about the entire 
incident because of the impact it has had on the 
conununity, the church, the young boys involved, 
and Father Roemer. I have a youn_g son who is 
involved in the church and also attends ceo 
classes. I have questioned him about Father 
Roemer and he has denied that anything like that 

-has happened or has been attempted. I feel confident 
he is being truthful. 

15 COUNT II: REDACTED 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

On January 26, 1981, vso Deputy-_REDACTED 

interviewed REDACTED REDACTED brother} 1 10 years 1 

DOB: REDACTED and reported: 

Be related that on lll9IB1, while suspect was 
hearing his confession, the suspect rubbed 
his stomach, chest; and underarm area (touching 
skin under his shirt) • The suspect and R_E[)6qTED 

were sitting side-by-side in chairs. The 
suspect also kissed him on the right ear twice. 

REDACTED 
On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investig~tor 

REDACTED interviewed REDACTED and reported: 

25 On February 4, 1981 at approximately 5:50 p.m., 
I interviewed REDAcTED in the company of both parents 

26 at his residence. Deputy District Attorney REDAcTED 

REDACTED was present and participated in the 
27 interview. 

28 IIIII 
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REDACTED is 10 years old and is a 5th grade 
student at University Elementary School in 
Thousand Oaks. He is Catholic and attends 
St. Paschal's Church. He also attends CCD 
classes at the church on each Monday afternoon 
and is transported to and from the class by 
Mrs . REDACTED 

REDACTED +elated the following information: 
' 

On January 19, 1991, my entire ceo class went 
to confession. The confession was with Father 
Roemer who instructed me to sit on a bench in 
the confessional. Father Roemer sat beside me. 
He hugg.ed me and kissed my right ear two times. 
At the same time, he put his hand under my 
shirt and started rubbing my stomach, chest 
and under my arm. He continued rubbing for 
30-45 seconds and then stopped. 

I finished with confession and left. 1 did not 
tell anyone what Father Roemer had done until 

REDACTED told my parents what had happened to him. 
Father Roemer has not done any thing like that 
to me before. · 

RCALA 007712 

15 COUWl' III: REDACTED 
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On January 27, 1981, Sergeant Jack Hughes interviewed 

REDACTED 12 years 
1 

DOB REDACTED, !REDACTED 

Drive, REDACTED REDACTED ser<Jeant REDACTED reported: 

REDACTED interviewed l/27 /Bl. REDAcTED 

told me he attends catechism classes at S·t. 
Paschal's Church every Monday from 1600'hours to 
1700 hours. He first.denied going into a teachers' 
lounge, but then stated he did after his mother 
described the room. This interview was recorded 
and REDACTEDmother and father was present. He said 
that Father Roemer talked to him about how he was 
doing in school. He denied sitting on Father 
Roemer's lap. He told me he was afraid of getting 
Father Roemer in trouble. He did say that some­
times he (Father Roemer) put his hands under his 
(REDACTED) shirt. Father Roemer scratching under 
his arm. REDACTED' denies that Father Roemer scratched -
or rubbed his chest. He did say that he rubbed 
his stomach once. He didn • t remember when. REDACTED 

then said he didn't want to talk about it anymore. 
His mother inquired as to why and he replied he 
just didn't want to talk about it. 
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His parents told me they would call me if REDAClED told 
them anymore. REDACTED father if REDACTED 

On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED Investigator Smart 

RCALA 007713 
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On February 4, 1981 
interviewed REDACTED­

at his residence in 
Attorney REDACTE~ 

at approximately 3:30 p.m., I 
in the pt:esence of his mother 
Thousand Oaks. Deputy District 
was present and participated 

in tne interview. 

REDACTED is 12 years old. He is a 6th grad~ stud,ent 
at Acacia Elementary School in Thousand Oaks~ He 
is Cathoiic and attends St. Paschal's Church and 
CCO classes in Thousand Oaks. He has been a 
member of St. :Paschal's Church for approximately 
five years. Through his association with the. 
church, he is acquainted with tne defendant;.; 
father Roemer. 

REDACTED related the following information: 

On January 5, 1981, while attending ceo· classes on 
the churchgrounds, I was·talking to Father Roemer 
about my new school. I was telling him that 
nobody there liked me and that was bothering me. 
Father Roemer said he knew that and asked me to go 
into the teachers' lounge with him to talk about 
it. 

We went into the teachers' lounge and sat down on 
individual chairs. They were placed one behind 
the other. I sat down and Father Roemer sat 
directly .behind me. We we.t:e talking about my new 
school. Father Roemer started rubbing my stomach 
and chest, under my shirt. He started shaking 
while he was rubbing me. He continued rubbing my 
stomach and chest for approximately five minutes. 
(At this point I asked him to estimate when five 
minutes had lapsed. We continued talking and Tim 
interrupted to tell me that five minutes had 
passed. The actual time that had lapsed was five 
minutes and six seconds, as timed by REDACTED 
stopwatch. 

The next incident occurred the following week 
(January 12, 1981) at CCD classes. Father Roemer 
took me into the nurse's office. I thought he 
wanted to talk to me about my new school. I sat 
on a couch and Father Roemer sat behind me. He 
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started rubbing my chest and under my arms. His 
hand was under my shirt while he was rubbing. 
This lasted for about three minutes and Father 
Roemer was shaking while he rubbed me. We did not 
say anything about the rubbing, but I was a little 
concerned about it. 

On the following week (January 19, 1981) at CCD 
class, Father Roemer took me into the teachers' 
lounge to talk tc1 'me about my new school. 

We sat in individual chairs again. Father Roemer 
sat behind me and put his hand under my shirt. 
He started rubbing my chest and under my arms. 
He was shaking, like he was nervous, while he 
rubbed me. This time it lasted about eight 
minutes. we talked about my new school and I 
looked at a magazine while Father Roemer was 
rubbing me. About two minutes after he stopped 
rubbing, the bell rang and I went to class. 

This is the last time anything happened. I did 
not see Father Roemer when I first went to class 
the next week (January 26, 1981). (REDACTED 
incident occurred on this date.) 

14 COUNT IV: REDACTED 

15 On January 27, 1981, Sergeant Jack Hughes interviewed 

RCALA 007714 

16 REDACTED , 8 years, REDACTED . Thousand Oaks, 

17 REDACTED Sergeant Hughes reported: 
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REDACTED interview, 1/27/81. 
I talked with Ronald with his . father , REDACTED 

REDACTED present. The interview was 
recbrded. REDACTED told me he attends catechism 
classes at St. Paschal's: Church. He attends 
class only on Hondays. He missed the class on 
Jan. 19, 81, but was there on Jan. 12, 81. His 
father confirmed these dates as REDACTED was not 
sure of the dates. He told me sometimes he 
sits on Father Roemer's lap and they talk about 
football. He plays football for the Raiders. 

REDACTED did not remember 'i.vhen he went to the 
teachers' lounge with Father Roemer, maybe two 
or three weeks ago. He said his father dropped 
him off and he went to the lounge with Father 
Roemer. They left the lounge prior to the class 
bell ringing. He said he did not go in with 
his shirt off. REDACTED said that in the lounge, 
Father Roemer rubbed his chest and stomach. I 
asked Bo~E~~CTED to shm.-1 me ho,., Father Roemer rubbed 
his chest. REDACTED pulled up his shirt and put 
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his hand under the shirt. He rubbed his 
breast and stomach. I asked him what that part 
of his body was called and he told me, "boobies." 
He then said that Father Roemer rubbed his 
boobies. He said Father Roemer never put his 
hand inside his pants and Father Roemer never 
asked him to touch any part of Father Roemer's 
body. He said that Father Roemer only rubbed 
his chest the one time in the room. REDACTED said 
that Father Roemer shivered like he was cal<! 
while rubbing him. Nobody was in the room when 
this occurred. Ee did not tell anyone what had 
happened and no one has told him it happened to 
them also. I asked REDACTED how long the Father 
rubbed him and he told me five minutes. I then 
askeci REDACTED to tell me about how long, to tell 
me when to stop timing him, when it had b.een as 
long as with the Father. REDACTED stopped me 
around 40 seconds after I started timing him. 
He told me he did not tell Father Roemer to stop. 
;r asked REDACTED if he knew what a lie was _and he 
told me it is when you don't tell the truth. 

RCALA 007715 

On February 4, 1981 at approximately 1:10 p.m., District 

Attorney Investigator Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED 

Investigator Smart reported: 

On February 4, 1981 at approximately 1:10 p.m., 
I interviewed REDACTED in the presence of his 
father at his residence. Deputy District 
Attorney REDACTEI:2_ was al.so present anci 
participated in the interview. 

REDACTED is 8 years old and is a 2nd grade student 
at La Dera Elementary School in Thousand Oaks. 
He is Catholic and attends St. Paschal's Church 
and CCD classes. He is acquainted with Father 
Roemer through his association with the church. 

REDACTED related the following information: 

My Dad usually takes me to ceo classes and 
drops me off. When I get there, I just walk 
around, usually by myself until class starts. 
I always see Father Roemer there. One day, 
Father Roemer walked up to me and said, "Hi." 
We started talking about football. Father Roemer 
said he had won trophies and asked me if I wanted 
to see them. We went into the teachers' lounge 
and he closed the door. Father Roemer asked me to 
sit down on the couch and he sat down beside me, 
about six inches away from.me. 
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We were talking about football and he showed me a 
medal he won in football. He stuck his-hand unde~ 
my shirt and started rubbing my stomach and chest, 
including my nipples. He asked me if it felt good 
and I said, "Kinda." 

Father ROemer had his hand on my leg while he was 
rubbing my stomach. He was shivering wnile ~l,J.bb.it\9 
~Y chest and stomach. He started shivering' •opn \;:;·: 
f.fter he started rubbing my stomac:::h. When hil ; /'. '?/' : 
hand was on my leg, it was close to my privates, ··' · · 
but he did not touch them. After Father Roemer 
stopped shivering, he told·me I had better go O\lt 
now ·because classes were about to. start. 

RCALA 007716 

I asked R_~Q~~I~-- if Father Roemer had ever done tllirv., 
to him- beforf;!. · He said that ·he had about~ $~~4n?:~-,~: :··_.:·)~,~. 
times before 1 · always outside on the chuichgro"Utn4s,~>-;);:''•FY< 
while he was waiting for CCD classes to stal:'t.· · · · · · · 
REDACTED said it only happened the one time ;n· t.he 
teachers' loung~ and that was the only time -~• WM > 
aW'are that Father Roemer shivered. ·_. -~ · -

R.,~_Q£r.wn said that he felt that it was "weird or 
strange" that Father Roemer rubbed his st.oJ;n<:tch 
he felt uncomfortable and thought it was·. w;~;m<;J•···· 

COUNT V: -· REDACTED 

On January 28, 1981 at approximately 11 a.m., 

Kelli Mcllvain received a telephone call from !wlra • 

regardinq ner son, ~~AqrEo 

Approximately 1100 hours, l/28/81, I receiv@d a 
phone call from Mrs. REDACTED She related th~t 
she had taken her son, REDACTED 11 ye'r~, to :. 
see suspect for sQme counseling around the middle/f 
of· November 1980. 'l'he suspect arranged to ta~e 
him to a. drive-in movie the Saturd.;ly.n.:i,ght afte; 
Thanksgiving, 11/29/80. The suspect picked him,\lp-

·. _· . .·. aPout a: 30 ·p.m. and returned him early, around 10 

,~i.~~~fft~~~~~~r;~~~ED , .· .· ..... ·· .. _.. . : , . ' . .· , . 
.-·· · or··the following day, she received a pho-n~-· · 

from suspect. He said he just wanted to know how. 
REDACTEDwas doing. Mrs. ~E:DACTED thought suspect Wa!ii 
just concerned. Another counseling appointment 
was made with suspect, but R..§.!:!~cr~[J~ refused to go to 
it. Then last night, following press article of 
suspect's arrest, JREDAcrED told her that while at the 
drive-in the suspect had touched his leg and he 

R!=DACTED moved to the far side of the car and kept 
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his coat pulled tightly around himself. Afte+ a 
while, he told the suspect he was tired and wante~ 
to go home, to get away from the suspect. Mrs. 

REDAcfED said she had talked with her son • ~ pedia..­
trician and that REDACTED has some emotional problems 
stemming from abuse by his natural father and the 
pediatrician recommended, and she concurred, that 

REDACTED was not at a state where he should be inter ... 
viewed. She went on to say she felt the wbol~ .·· 
thing should have been handled by the church. · .·. ~p~,' 
knows the Roemer family and has felt physically · 
ill ever since the news article came out. She was 
very upset on the phone, crying. She did say, 
near the end of the conversation, that she wo~ld 
talk to her husband and possibly consider an 
intel':'view at a later c:1ate (Mrs. REDACTED husb~u1d 
had phoned me 1/27/81 and advised his stepson· · .-. 
could possibly have some information regarding th~ 
cal,i1e and he said his wite would bring him .in f9;< ·· 
an interview at 1 p.m., 1/28/Sl.). · 

The District Attorney's Office made repeated 

RCALA 007717 

·.· .... -.. ::·:.:":<' 

·• .. but .•.. ~~~~-~~~~{~~f)r]txtt··· •• ,interview both Mrs. REDACTED and REDACTED 

. was refusec;l by Mrs. REDACTED She stated tnat he;r son•e "' · --
_: . ~ ... ' . 

EJIDOtiona]. conc;li tion wa$ too precar5.,ouliJ to per.mit . sue~. in:i;~;rvi,~~fil, 
'and she had been advl.sed by REDACTED pediatrician ~o -;~v~id> the< ..•.. 

trauma of testifying in court. Ml:'s. REDACTED r~f~sed tp};/.,: ' Jk 
. . ~ 

disclose the name of the doctorf and refusea the offe:J:' of t~~~ 

O.istrict Attorney's Office to put her doctor in contact with 

or~ REDAcTED - · · of the Harbor-.t:JCLA Medical. Cente~ •Q ;p~t; ·.· 

the pediatrician would have the benefit of expert advice anc;l 
\ 

consultation in order to properly assess what the e£fects.of· 

.... · ·~~i\J;\;f~~~~ft'·i~~'2):~1'):; tif.~~it!fyi;~J~~4",;~t-·~D.''';REDACTE~f.~t~·<~~·~f·••·.~~~~~!/~~,;~~;;;;·,., 
... 24 . ~r~liminary hearing of March3,.~9al, ltrs.~EDACTEDx:i,:;~~·~ir1~d 

25 Attorney REDACTED and directed the District Attorney's 

26 Office to deal with him. 

27 /Ill/ 

28 IIIII 
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1 COUNT VI : REDACTED 
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1'7 . ·. 

On January 28, 1981, Detective REDACTED 

REDACTED , 12 years, DOB REDACTED REDACTED 

Oaks, REDACTED Detective REDACTED reported: 

interviewed 

Thousand 

REDACTED , 12 years, DOB REDACTED 
'l'llousand Oak~;a , REDACTED 

Above witness interviewed on tape 1/28/B:J. at l5~Q 
hours in presence of his mother, REDACTED · ·· 

He sa.i.d that_ during the summer 1980, he a-ttended,.,.. 
REDACTED . • Sports Camp held at St. Pascha;l'·~·;·:::.·'·:.'>'}cX>{· 
School. It was held ·from Monday through Friday •.:?:;<(;:_');. 
from about 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. He missed l1ondaf:~ ':L)f(: . 
session. On Tuesday; his first day at the Q~:;;c··:o;> { ,:> 
the suspect st.Qo(i close behind him, wrapp~d 'hia :.·. r- : ' ;: 
arms around his chest area; leaned his (suspect) •·.·· · .. . ·· 
head down, ehin resting on Witness• head and :Wa$ 
talkinq to him. ThiS made REDACTED nerVrp\,i.@ ili\~ : 

··uncomfortable. for the rest-· of Tuesday he tri.E.!~.:·;E: . ·· 
to avoid suspect. When his Mom picked him up> · · ·:-'·, •­
Tuesday afternoon, he told her that he didn't want;. 
to return to the camp and explained what suspect. 
had done. His Mom told him to avoid the suspect 
and she would come to the field early to pic~ him. 

. 18 

up every day and watch him. On Wednesday, witness 
felt like the suspect was look.ing for nim aJ..V.4~Y~ 
At one point, whci.le witness was playing soccer, · 
suspect came up to him and said, "You can't get 
away from me. " On Thursday; while witness was ._· 
playing footb~ll, the suspect told t:tle wi t+less ; 

19 
that the witness was a pretty good runne~ and wnf:!n, · · 
he (suspect) was in school, hewas a good runne+: 
too. He asked the witness to come to his office 
sorn.etime and look at his sports ·pictu;-es .~n -~i-~ .··.·• 
hi<Jh school yearbook. · · · · 1 '- · ·. 

.. 20 

21 

22 On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator' 

24 :reported: 

25 On February 4, 1981 at approximately 9:30a.m., I 
interviewed REDACTED at the East Valley Sheriff's 

26 Office in the- presence of his mother, REDACTED · · 
Deputy District Attorney R_EDACTED. was present 

27 during the interview. REDAcTED is a 7th grade student 
at Ascension Lutheran School in Thousand Oaks. 

28 
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RED~cTED was questioned regarding his involvement with 
the defendant, Father Donald Patrick Roemer. He 
related the following information: I attended the 

REDACTED • Sports Camp at St. Paschal 1 ~ Ch~rch 
in Thousand Oaks on June l-6 through Jun~ 21, l-98.0. 
Fath~r Roemer was present each day that I attended. 
l was acquainted with Father Roemer, having fir~t 
met him \>Jhile playing flag football in Octqber ... 
1979, b\lt had no previous personal.cont~ct wit.p· · 
him. 

On June 17, 1980, while at the spor~$ camp, Fath~r 
Roemer came over to a bench where I was sitti.ng · 
with three or four other boys. He said, "Hi, 
how's it going?" and sat down between me and . 
another boy. Jle put his arm around my ~hO\ll!i~r . / · 
and started asking questions. He a~.:skeQ. me. Wh4t · fll.¥'\:•: 

· name was, how old I was, what my favorite ~,;pq~i;,•: >:" c>:. 
wa$, and ·other similar questions. While he.was··.·.·.··· 
sitting there, his body was in contact with mine 
and on at least two occasions, he pl.:tc~<l his heae 
ne)(t to mine. His face would be very c~pse to · 
mine when his head was leaning on my shoulder·ill.~d.· 
he would turn to talk to me. 

Father Roemer said I was a nic:e boy and that> I · 
could run very fast. At that point I got up and 
went out to play basketball. While playing ba~l,, 

. · :t saw Father Roemer put his head on the shOJ~J,der 
· . of soroe other boys that were sitting on the :p~~~A;• -, 

··I didn't see Father Roemer anymore that day. ·· ·~:,. · · 

When my Mom picked me up that day, I told her ;t 
didn't want to go back because the priest was· 
doing weird things. After I told her about whii'.t. 
Father Roemer was doing, we stayed tllex:e for 
·awhile and watched him. 

J· 20 Mrs. REDACTED interjec:ted th
1
at ·she.w

1
a
1
tdched .· .

1 
..•. 

Father Roemer go from ch ld to ch , huggnq, 
21 touching, and kissing them. She saw him rubbing 

their faces, heads and upper bodies. The kids 
22 appeared to try to get away from him, but he woul,c:l 

RCALA 007719 

..... · ·'''····'······ ., .. ,. , .. · "~·- ,resist their attempts. Mrs. REDACTED stated her ··· 
ff· ''4>::,'~i!r~:~;r;•e-r~y2!f·~l,·l ~~~;t~'1''<·;~;~~~~~~~~~~=:~~~~:~-~~~£:!~ h:~:·J;6~:~~9~~t!S~~~~~~f!f?'ir;~: ... 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

REDACTED , 
> cont~nued: I returned to the sports camp on 

June 18, but did not see Father Roemer on that 
day. On June l9, at about 11:30 a.m., I was 
getting ready to play soccer. I saw Father Roeme;t. 
and tried to avoid him. Be pursued ~ anQ. said, 
"You can't get away from me." He came up behind 
me and wrapped his arms around me and put his chiJl 
on my shoulder. I started to wal~ away !rom h~l:'l ; 
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and he walked with me, still holding that po~itign. 
He was talking to REDACTED and I pulled away · · 
from him. I was under the impression that Father 
Roemer's behavior was similar to that of a homosexual. 

When the activities were over for that day, I went 
to the front of the church and waited for my rid~. 
I was sitting on a bench when Father Roemer came 
up anc1. sat very close to me. His bOdy was t¢uoh,irt.g 
mine and he put his arm around my shoulqer. · He · 
kept his arm around me until some other boYS Q~~' 
up and. started. talking to him. 'l'he ki~s ·a,nq :·:· 
Father Roemer left and I was picked up.shortly 
thereafter. 

On June 20,. 1981, I returned to the sport& ¢amp . 
. and ran the SQ ... yard dash. Father ROemer C!!ll'ne1JP 
and said, "You run very fast." He said that·n.;,· 
was a runner in high schoo~ and said 1 "S®led~y ¥9\l 

. can come over and look at my ~nual." t $a;i.c;1 1 ·~ . 
.. yeah, sure," in a low voice, expressing reluc:tanoe 
Father Roemer said, "See you later," and walked 

. aw~y. I thin)( he knew ·I was reluctan1:- ~ . , · 
." · .. · ', .. ;) 

In October 1980, I saw Father. Roemei" when I w;;t.s :it·· ...... . 
signin9 up for flag football at Thousa~d ~s · H,i,.C~g.,:_. ' 
School. · I hid from him, ·not wantiM him to :s~~. ~ ''/' · 
because I was q.fraid of h:i.m. , 

!r 
''• .~ 

I saw him one time after that in Jan\l,acy l98l•t •·· · 
the Westlake 'l'heatre. He was there with a young 
boy and did not see me. I have not ~een nim since 
that time. 

;' .. · 

COON~ -VII: REDACTED . ·' 

., 
On January 27, 198;1., Detective Kel.li ~cilvain interviewed 

REDACTED 14 years, DOB: R~Q.ACTED 

REDACTED REDACTED , REDACTED 

Detective Mcilvain reported: . 

. ,, . ..,¢ .J\P9ve victim. interviewed on tape· in presence. of 
hit; >fa:thex-, REDACTED appro.xl.matel.y :J.:~~JJ :.:y 
hours. · 

He related that he, REDACTED and ~~!:2~<;:T~D _ _ 
went to San Diego with suspect from December 26, 
1980 to December 30, 1980, from Friday to the 
following Tuesday. They stayed in a Holiday Inn 
in a room with two double beds. The evening of 
December 26, 1980, RJ=DACTED slept in one l:;>ed witP. 
suspect. The next three nights, December 27, 28, 
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2 9, 19 8 0, REDACTED slept in the bed with su~p~ct. 
On Saturday night, December 27, 1980, RED.ACTED 

recalls the suspect and boys laiq in be4 (act~ally 
REDACTED slept on the floor the whole fqur · 
nights) and talked until about 0100 (December ~8, 
1980). This was the :f;irst time REDACTED slept wit;b . 
suspect. As they were all talking, suspect w~~ · 
ruJobing his chest, underarm and stomach.are~.· 
A.bO\lt 1 a.m., they quit talJdng and deciqed to qo, 
to sleep. 'l'he suspect was still rubbing and ashe 
began rubbing REDACTED lower stomach area, REDACTED 

got up out of the bed an<i went and laid down OJ;\ .. 
the floor. 'l'he suspect got out of be<i anQ. sat( o.~l ·; 
the floor next to REDACTED Suspect asked him what 
was wx:ong. REDACTED said, "You rubbed too low." .. 

RCALA 007721 

'l'he suspect told him that he had. been asl•~P/A~lf; '·:, .. 
. asleep and. he. woul.<i nevt;lt do anything to bu.;-t l.'i,~m£'';:;.;;:, 
'l'bat it wa$ not his purpose or intention to qQ,·:~:.;.: :;:~'{:~: .. : 
anything besid.;:ua stroke his stomach. The victim;· · ·.· 
REDACTED. says he believes the suspect. . ':!;'be ~u~p~(;lt, · · · 
didn't touch him the next two nights.. REDACTED .sa~d ;" 
that what occurred is really nothing an-4 he A9-~sn·~ 
wan~ to 94t. tht euapec::t in any ~7o®l.•.. . , irt ·< · · 

9 

10 

11 

12 
·::.~.~~-; ~~\ ·.,, f~_:·: .. : }·[.!;:": _.,. '· . . · .. 

13 

14 

lS 

Pete :~:b::~::w::l~D:~~~~~~ Atto::::.:::::!~::.~·;·;·~~;;~\t[~t[~ 
. t A . : ~ .. .:-~),· :··;-::··' -~:; .. ,., 
repor e~:. .:;-·• ·:·~·. 

16 On February 4, 1981, I interviewed REDACTED ·•· 

in the presence of his mother at the REDACTED re~iidel\c~. · 
·17 ·. Oeputy District Attorney REDACTE!? was pX:fiUl~Il,.t 

and participated in th~ interview. · ·. ·. 
18 

REDACTED i~ a 9t~ grade student at Thousand 0~~ . 
19 · High School. He is Catholic and attendS! cl':u.ircb · .. 

and CCO classes at St. Paschal's Church in ~bousand 
20 Oaks •. He. is acquainted with Father Roemer, having 

been introduced to him by REDACTED at Mc;Donalel' s 
21 ·Restaurant approximately three years ago. He has 

socialized with Father Roemer on several occasior:l!!h 
. 22 He has gone to movies with Father Roemer and on · ·· · 

: ..•... ~ .... ,._ ... , . ·'*··· !\:•i•~'' ... : ... .; one occasion, went on an overnight trip to San · .. · ·· 
~- '~·'t ~'Nt"~'?~f::~~~j;~"fi~;; "r;.~~~·f~~~f{,~i,~~-i~·~,.,~~~4·t~~-· '•~lif~Wt9c~~~/"~tA:.;1r~:\<,~fk :1:s·.~~?·~,;·,:~•<;n:', ,;~~~;~~,~~;;lfA;'~~'i~~W,*::,~~~;;: · 

. ·. _·._.· :. . . '.. '··. 

24·· While attending the movie, Father Roemer would put 
his arm around him and would rub his bare back. 

25 R£~~~T~g said he thought that was okay and didn't 
see anything wrong with Father Roemer rubbing h~a 

26 bii!Ck. 

27 

28 

Regarding the trip to San Diego, REDACTED related 
tbe following information: 
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Father Roemer called and asked me if I wanted to 
go to San Diego. I told him that I would like to 
go. 

On December 26, 1980, Father Roemer, REDACTED 
REDACTED , and I went to San Diego. We 
stayed in a single room with two double beds at 
the Holiday Inn i.n downtown San Dieg.o. Father 
Ro~I(I.er paid for the ro()tn, our meal~, ~nd mo$t.Qf 
the expenses While We Were there. .. . . 

The first night we were there, I slept in one of 
the beds alone. Father Roemer and REDACTED slept in 
the other bed and REDACTED, slept on the floor. The 
next night, I slept in bed with Father Roeme;-.· I 
$lept in. my boxer short~ an<t Father. Roemer wo:x:-~>:: 
pajama$. .,,-.. >' · 

·". 

Father :Roemer started J:"ubbip.g my·back. He a.lso 
rubbed my stomach and chest. · lie was not saying· .. · 
anything abO\lt what he w:as 4oing. I was un~om ... 
fo:rtab+e and got out. of btad- .. Father Roe~el' 9Pt.. 
out of b$d and asked me wh41.t was wron9. ·:x i;;Ol.cii L; 
him I was uncomfortable and that he had "r~;b~~ .~· 
little too low." · · 

Father Roemer said he was half asleep and d;i.dn't 
know what was going on. He apologized and said he. 
was sorry if he had annoyed me. 

COUNT VIII: REDACTED 

on DCi)cember 27, 1980, Deputy Joseph C;i.pollj.n;i. qf tl,l.' 
' . 

Ventura countY Sheriff • s Department interviewe('l. 'REDACTED 

19 REDACTED REDACTED REDACTED Deputy 

.20 REDACTED rettorted: 

21 .I responded toREDACTED Newbury Park, 
where I contacted victim REDACTED , a 6-year~ 

22 old boy. I asked REDACTED to tell me what happened 

RCALA 007722 

· ·"%'\t~;')7'~$¥•f1". ~·~~'f;fi:~~~(~ fi';,;:~~*t~ib~~.;~~~i~'~;gi~~;~~~if-'·' ''iK<;-'c;ii·"'k~;*~'";f'L1.!~' · .. ~·{~:~;~': (;;''';ck\~:,::~?iPwt:',;,;;~l\!1'?' t*0·~~~~~;i,ih;.:, 
REDACTED said that, "Awhile" ago, he i:llld his ·family · ··-· 

24 went camping with a church group. One night they 
_ were there, he asked suspect (he calls him Father 

25 Pat) to come over to his bed to say his goodnight 
prayers-. After saying the prayers, suspect reached · · 

26 down his pajama bottoms and began feeling his 
"penis." He said he did it for about the time it 

27 takes ·to count to 20. During the time the suspect 
talked about "peace." REDA:TED did not say or do 

28 anything during ·t;.his time. 
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I asked RED~CTED why he waited to tell what happened. 
He said that he was afraid that he (victim) would 
be sent to jail. He also said that suspect bas 
never done anything like this to him be~ore, no+ 
has he since. Suspect has not talked to victim 
about what happened. REDACTED said he had felt bad 
since it occurred, so he finally told his mother. 

REDACTED said he could not give any further d~tails. 

I talked to REDACTED 

relayed the following: 
'.·~ . 

On May 10 and 11, 1980, she and her family wen1;.9p 
a religious retreat at Camp Yolijwa in the. s~< / ;· 
Bernardino Mountains. They went with i~thet:' <(: 
Patrick Roemer and other me:ml:>ers of St. p,~~;JQb•l~-~-' . 
congrega tiqn, . Tho~sand Oaks. ' S~ said tll~'f;; ~ ~;f#.~!',{ 
they r~t;urned, REDACTED no longer wanted to 9'P tp::,.e:':.': 
church. He seemed to hav~ -~ dramat.i.c c~a,Jl'iJcf#. ~n<k, .~>-
attitude toward church. · 

Sh~e sa.i,d that REDA_9TEo told her abo~t the il:lciqe~:t;, on 
December· 25, .1,980. She waited to report. i:.t becA~•~'): 
they were out of town. . She saici th,ir family i•, .,.:;, 
veey close to Father Roemer at~C!. sht;:Lreport~P, it:' i.n < 
hOPeS he W0\1ld receive help~ · · ., ·~ ·· ·•·: ·, . 

011 Jan\lary 28, 198)., Detective 'l'om Odle ot the V~t;\1~4 
:. ·:;~::·· . ~·'.!. . . . ' . 

Count:y Sheri, if 1 S Department repor:t;.e0. -~~ in:t;.erview W,.i, ~11, REDACTED 

REDACTED 

At· the request of Lt. REDACTED • I interviewed·-, 
above victim at his home at REDACTED iJ;l 
Newbury Park. The victim stated that he. and hie 
father had gone to a weekend retreat with Fath~r 
Roemer from St. Paschal's Church. The victim, no;!: 
his father, could remember e~actly when the' trip < .,. 
took place, possibly in late April or May of 1980~ 
The victim stated he was in his pajamas at ap:pro;,c• 
imately 2000 hours when Father Roemer started .. 

RCALA 007723 

... ·,. talking to him about the church and C..od. Ouring · · 

~--··:~,,~~~!~~I,~i·1f~~J~~~H'~~t~lM~~t·~·~t:~~~:~~~~;r~r~~~~~!r•®•;•~;~~%r.<· 
· Roemer then removed his hand and nothing more · · 

happened. The victim's father was asleep in 
another bunk in the room at the time it happened. 

24 

2S 

26 

27 

28 

I asked victim's mother if she desired criminal 
proceedings and she stated she was only interested 
in seeing that Father Roemer received help for his 
problem. 
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The above information was relayed to Lt. McKipl~y~ 

On January 5, 1981, Lt. Braden McKinley of the Ventu~a 

County Sheriff's Office filed the following report regarQ.ing 

action taken by him in the matter involving RED~CTED 

L1;. Hc:Kinley r~ported: 

On Monday 1 29 December 80, Lt. REDACTEQ telephqp~Q. .< 
me and advised me of information contained· in · ' > 
original report. On Tuesday, 3 0 December B 0 ,· X .· . 
contacted Father REDACTED , Sacred Be~rt 
Church, for advice on how to pest handle the 
s~tuation, administratively. · · · 

On Friday, 2 January 81, I telephoned Mrs •.. 
mother of victim and artanged for Det. REDACTEor tP · .. · 
further interview victi.~ on .tha:t;; date. 

Utlill. R.~~.S:I~-- told me that she and hE!t son hacl, 
spok-en to Father REDACTED Fathel:' ~~mer's $,\lper~()r, . 
and ~n£ormed him of the incident, who ~s,l,lr.ed i;llom 
the incident woulQ, be thoroughly halldled~ ; :pet.. ~·r: 

REDACTED evaluation of the victim was that be was ·-- .. ; 
probably t;.ruthful about· the inci.dent. · .· · :, i.; .• · ,. 

As the incident occurred more than seven months ' 
ago in another jurisdiction (San Berdo) AAd a copy 
of the report had been sent to ~BSO for fitat~•tiPal.. 

RCALA 007724 

purposes and victim and parents d.esi~~.no fOJn,\lA.l. · 
·prosecution and they have brought the inci.dEu~t·tp·. ·t· 
the superior of suspect, presumably competent · ·· · .. · · · 
authority, no further action is warranted by ~is. 

.17 ·. 
18 

depar'tment. Case closed. · · 
19 

20 On :February 4, 1981, District Attorney lnvest,igat;oX.: 

21 Pete Smart interviewed Mrs. REDACTED 

22 
REDACTED Investigator REDACTEDreported: 

. 1li\~'';~s.<~~·,, "Jt%~~~,·~'·Mlli$):.~'f:i!'~.9~· ~~P;\lf,\r.y .~,. 19S:J.. ~t 4-J?J?:t;;.o~:i.JPAr~:!.y ,ll_,~.m., I 
•>r ·;- · ·· ·· ·· · · .. >-r •. ,.~ l.nt.erviewed'REDACTED ··and l).er•• son;:~~I2..A ... ST!S!. ... 

24 a:t the Ventura County Sheriff's East Valley Station. 
Deputy District Attorney REDACTE~ was pre9ent 

25 during the interview. 

26 

27 

28 IIIII 

RED~CTED is a 7-year-old male. He is a 2nd grade 
student at Bannon Elementary School in Newbury 
Park. 
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Mrs. REDACTED related the following infor~ation: 

I first met Father Roemer about three years a90 at 
a CCD teachers' class at St. Paschal's Church.in 
Thousand Oaks. At that time, I was att~n4ing a 
Catholic church in Newbury Park. About a year 
latE)r I started attendin<J St. Paschal's Church . 
because of Father Roemer. He was very £rient.:!.].y, 
maybe even overly friendly, but I liked him V~rY 
much. · 

On May 10 and 11, 1980, our family attend~~ • 

RCALA007725 

family retreat in San Bernardino.. We stayed. i:q. 
barrac]t-type houses. The lt).en occupied one, ~d t.b~ · ... , . 
women were hou~?ed in the other. Sleeping f,a.g.U,;;t;~~§ ,' > 
consis't;ed of bunk•type beC!.s, similar to mi:U.t:;a;~y: ;/::;,;~: ?'· 
style.. We stayed at the camp fol:' two da.ys em:~/ :··.·. Z\·~~·. ··· 

:"::s •::::::,~:. any U!lUSU"~ appearanQe or :k:i~JJi~}~;j 
incident. while attending- the retx-eat. aoweve~,/.¢~·:;/:.·:·· · 

~~~~~i~q 2 ;~t~!! O R~!~~;E~~=~a~~~ui~e~n~~~::~".:;;~.: ~}\·';.!~~s:i,;,',,,,, ' ·, 
retreat. REDACTED said that Father RQemer ha,4·~})p!iJ~·:~>r·:> 
his stOIJ\ach and his genitals while he waa in AA4.;;-;·t.~i;;',3~;.~·~:· 
and had ca;J.;led Father Roemer, tQ help him aay•·h;fif'''~::~}''''''<; .. 

. prayers. · _- ; ·:.~·:~:.·~·\:}:/.:,'< · 
·.·The inciclent was r.eported to the Sheriff •a ':OU~g,~l:·;f;):) · 
I also reported the incident to Father,. O'Ryan:~J\,Q. ·.; 
is the pastor at St. Paschal's Church. Father····'·;'" 
O'Ryan assured me the matter would be dealt wi.tb. 
Therefore, we decided not to purs1,1e criminal, . · 
prosecution. I have not received any feed.bac:ls ·.> 
from Father 0 1 R~an as to .what ~~tion waa tak .• ~'f/' . 

:·~=:~r,~~~; ;~;~s~~~;~~nt if,. ~P fact, anyth~ll~:\;·p~~< . 
' ... :·:·_::: .. :-:::· ;· 

REDA~TEo, was. then asked a series of quest;lons· ~~;.a:r4;~i 
the incident that occurred at this retr,eat. ' llt!a• ,c,':i'/;;],c:: . 
related the following information: ·· · ' 

22 We got there (church camp) at about 9:30 o.r: 
... .. . . . . p.m. We had a snack and then went to bed. 

·:k\:i?f~'<~:t:f:~~~~~·:1t1 ~~:~·~;~~ :·;~,~~str~~~i'~~~!'"~~~o:r-;~~;~::P~~~ri-i~J!.~ .r .... H .. ! ~f!~~1.1 
· '· Z4 across from me on the other side of the room;' "The· 

lights were all turned off, except for the one i.~ 
25 the bathroom. ·-

2.6 

27 

28 

... ·--· l called Father Roemer and asked him a question. 
He came over and knelt down beside my bed. ·He was. 
still dressed at that time. I asked Father Roemer,< 
a question. He started to answer the question a.Jl.C:t 
at the same time stuck his hand under my l>alltliJ~ .. · 

6537 

-25-

CCI 002561 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17· 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

He held onto my penis and moved his fingers. His 
fingers were wrapped around my penis and he moved 
the lower fingers while holding it. REDJ.I:CTED demon­
strated with the use of a soda bottle that he had 
been drinking from.) He held onto my penis for 
about 60 seconds. He did not say anything about 
it. I did not say anything about it because I was 
~too scared to tell him to stop." He was patting 
me on the head at the same time he was holding 
my penis. 

After about 60 seconds, Father Roemer said goodnight 
and left. I saw him go into the bathroom. After 
Father Roemer left, I laid there for about a . 
half hour because I could not go to sleep. «I h9-d 
nightmares about Father Roemer dying because he 
did sin.'' 

The ne}(t morning someone said that :r fell out of 
bed and Father Roemer picked me up and put me pack 
in bed. I do not remember anything about that. 

I thought about what Father Roemer had done to me, 
but I did not tell my Dad because I was too scared 
;;!lil~,..-~~Jit.l~~QO«~l"i-~e~ine!~~--

_.,.,.:-:_ .. ..... -..-1'- ·-· -·. 

I saw Father Roemer that day, but only with my 1-1om 
. and Dad. Nothing else happened while we were at 
the camp. I saw Father Roemer at church thereafter, 
but he never did anything like that to me again. 
He always hugged and kissed me, but that is all. 

On February 6, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart talked with Mrs. R~g_~~}"_E:g _____ . by telephone. 

Investigator Smart reported: 

On February 6, 1981 at approximately 1 p.m., I 
telephoned Mrs. REDACTED regarding an incident 
involvi~g her son, RED~CTED 

Mrs. REDACTED stated she talked to Father REDACTED on 
December 27, 1980 and again on January ~0, 1981 
regarding the Father Roemer incident involving her. 
son, REDACTED · 

REDACTED Mrs. REDACTED stated that Father 1 appeared to 
be grateful that. the matter had been brought to 
his attention. He assured her that the situation 
would be thoroughly looked into and something 
would be done about it. He gave the analogy that 
the situation "is like having a splinter in your 
thumb, if something isn't done about it, it continues 
to get worse." 
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Hrs. REDACTED stated that Father O'Ryan has never 
discussed the matter with her since that time. 
Therefore, she is not aware of any action taken by 
Father O'Ryan, if, in fact, any had been taken. 

On February 10, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

5 REDACTED telephoned Father Calm 0' Ryan, Pastor of St. 

6 Paschal's Church in Thousand Oaks. Investigator Smart 

7 ·rey;>orted: 

RCALA 007727 

8 On February 10, 1981 at approximately 7:50a.m., I 
called Father O'Ryan regarding a scheduled appointme:q.t 

9 for an interview that he had cancelled. · 

10 Father O'Ryan stated he had consulted with lega,l 
counsel who had advised him not to discuss the 

11 case involving Father Roemer with.the District 
Attorney. Therefore, he felt he should follow 

12 that advice. 

13 I asked Fathe~ O'Ryan if he had been advised bY 
defense attorney, REDACTED Father 0' Ryan 

14 said he had not.· He stated he had been adviseQ. py 
a local legal counsel in the community and refused 

15 to identify that person. 

16 I informed Father O'Ryan it was essential that we 
talk with him regarding Father Roemer since he is 

.17 Father Roemer's supervisor and obviously knowledgeable 
about the allegations involving Father Roemer. I 

18 told Father O'Ryan he would receive a subpoena in 
the near future. Therefore, he would be required 

19 to appear as a witness, without the benefit of 
discussing the .facts of the case with the District 

20 Attorney. 

21 Father O'Ryan stated he would recontact his 
legal advisor and let me know if and when he 

22 would allow an interview. 

23 IIIII 
24 IIIII 
25 IIIII 
26 IIIII 
27 IIIII 

IIIII 
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1 ADDI~IONAL VICTIMS 

A. REDACTED 

3 On January 27, 1981, Detective Mcilvain interviewed 

4 REDACTED 14 years, DOB: REDACTED. 

5 Thousand Oaks 1 REDACTED 

6 Detective RE'oAcrE"o- - ~ -- reported: 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15· 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Above victim interviewed on tape. He was brought 
in by parents, REoAcT:_o and REDACTED approx-
i~ately 2010 hours, EVSO. 

He said that the suspect never did anything to 
him. A couple of times he went on overnight trips 
with suspect to a ranch in Fillmore. On the first 
trip, he was one of six boys taken by suspect. He 
didn't really know the other five, but recalls one 
boy's name was REDACTED On the second trip, he was 
one of five boys. His friend and neighbor, REDACTED 

REDACTED Thousand Oaks, ~~Df-CT_ED • 

went also. He cannot remember who else went. (He 
and his parents could not recall the dates.) They 
all slept in sleeping bags on the floor in the 
living room. The suspect had tickled his ch~:;~st 
and stomach area, but nothing else. After talking 
with victim REDACTED I asked his parents if tney 
would check to see 1t they could identify dates of 
Fillmore trips. One trip was during school year, 
prior to summer 1980. Approximately 2100 hours, ! 
received a call from ~1rs. ~EDACTED She 
advised that the REDACTED were mistaken. Her 
son, REDACTED had never gone on any trip with suspect. 
She also said she had talked with her son and the 
suspect had never done anything to him. She 
seemed upset. 

On February 5, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED Investigator 

23 Smart reported: 

24 On February 5, 1981 at approximately 9:40a.m., I 
interviewed REDACTED in the presence of both of his 

25 parents at the District Attorney's Office. Deputy 
District Attorney REDACTE9 was present and 

26 participated in the interview. 

27 -REDACTED is a 9th grade student at Newbury Park High 
School. He is Catholic and attends St. Paschal's 

28 Church and CCD classes. He has known Father 
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Roemer since he (Roemer) carne to St. Paschal's 
parish and is very fond of him. REDACTED is also 
active in the St. Paschal's youth program. He has 
socialized with Father Roemer on several occasions. 
He has attended movies and has gone on overnight 
outings with him to Father Roemer's parents' ranch 
in Fillmore. He has never been alone with Father 
Roemer on any of these social outings. 

REDACTED thinks Father Roemer is a very affectionate 
person. Father Roemer has hugged him and kissed 
him on the forehead many times. REDACTED claims he 
has never gone into the teachers' lounge with 
Father Roemer. However, he has gone into his 
office and has been shown pictures in a book. 
While looking at the pictures, they were sitting 
side-by-side and Father Roemer had his arm around 
him. 

on one occasion, REDACTED invited Father ~oemer to 
his home for a S'll.,imming party. This occurred in 
eiirly-AUg'\lSt 198 0. REDACTED ,REDACTED 
anciR\W~V"Al(,,cu were also present. Mr. & Mrs. 

REDACTED were not at home; however, were aware of 
the party and gave their approval. 

During the course·of ~he party, Father Roem~r 
"tickled" REDACTED in .the rib area. REQ6~T£'2 denies 
that Father Roemer ha'd. ever rubbed his stomach 
and/or chest. 

REDACTED has also gone to the movies and on overnight 
outings to Father Roemer's ranch in Fillmore. At 
the movie, Father Roemer would sit between REDACTED 
and one of the other boys who were present. Father 
Roemer would put his arm around him and occasionally 
tickle his knee. He did not attempt to rub his 
back or other parts of his body. 

REDACTED and ·several boys were invited by Father 
Roemer to spend the night at his parents' rarich in 
Fillmore. They arrived at the ranch at approx­
imately 4:30 or 5 p.m. They went for a walk, ate, 
and then sat around the living room telling ghost 
stories. Father Roemer had his arm around someone 
all of the time. 

At approximately 10 or 11 p.m., they decided to 
turn in for the night. They all slept in sleeping 
bags on the floor, except Father Roemer. He slept 
on the couch. Everyone slept in pajamas. They 
changed into their pajamas in the bedroom, out of 
the presence of Father Roemer and each other. 
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9 

REDACTED denied that Father Roemer had touched or 
rubbed him while they were at the ranch. He did 
not observe Father Roemer touching or rubbing any 
of the others present. There were no unusual or 
remarkable occurrences while at the ranch. The 
following morning they got up around 8 a.m. and 
returned home. 

R~_l2_A~J§Q said that Father Roemer is a very affectionate 
person and has hugged him, kissed him on the 
forehead and tickled him. However, he has not 
attempted to rub his stomach or chest. REDACTED 
said that Father REDACTED is also affectionate, but 

. he doesn 1 t tickle. REDACTED denies being aware of 
Father Roemer shaking or shivering during any of 
the aforementioned contacts with him. · 

10 B. REDACTED 

11 

12 

13 

Det~otive Kelli Mcilvain of the Ventura County Sheriff 1 S 

Department interviewed REDACTED 14 years, OOB: 

REDACTED Thousand Oaks, REDACTED .Detective 

14 Mcilvain reported: 

15 Above victim interviewed in presence o£ his father, 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

REDACTED in EVSO on tape. 

He related the suspect had never done anything to 
him. He did go on an overnight trip to the ranch 
once. Neither he nor his father could recall the 
date. They did sleep in sleeping bags on the 
living room floor and the suspect slept next to 

·him in a sleeping bag, but he could not recall 
suspect touching him. 

REDACTED c. 

On January 27, 1981, Sergeant Jack Hughes of the Ventura 

County Sheriff 1 s Department interviewed REDACTED 

14 years, DOB: REDACTED "l.EDACTED 

REDACTED 

IIIII 

Sergeant Hughes reported: 

RED!l.~~21Ji,~,"'· interview 1127181, 1915 hours. I 
recorded the int:erview with ,REDAcTED with his father 
and mother present. 
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He told me he went to San Diego with Father 
Roemer the Friday after Christmas. They left on 
December 26, and stayed five days and four nights 
at the Holiday Inn in San Diego, Room 1003. He 
said two other boys went along, REDACTED 
(unknown last name). They stayed in a single room 

which had two double beds. The first night, the 
night of December 26, 1980, he slept with Fath~r 
Roemer. REDAcTED slept on the floor and REDACTED 
slept in the other bed alone. He only slept the 
one night in the same bed with Father Roemer. He 
said he did not know if anything had happened as 
far a.s Father Roemer touching him anywhere. He 
is a sound sleeper, which his mother confirmed~ 
His mother said that REDACTED is very hard to wa~e up. 
There was no reason he did not sleep in the same 
bed as Father Roemer. He just fell asleep ori the 
floor watching TV. He told me he is fond of 
Father Roemer, but would tellrrie if he remembered 
anything happening. 

REDACTED 

RCALA 007731 

13 Deputy William Montijo of the Ventura Sheriff's Department, 

14 on February 12, 1981, attempted to interview REDACTED 

15 and made the following report: 

16 At approx. 1930 hours, I drove to REDACTED 
Drive, T. Oaks, in an effort to interview 

17· REDACTED a victim in this investigation. 
REDACTED , victim 1 s step-father, met me 

18 outside of the house and I explained my purpose. 
REDACTED told me his son was not home, that he was 

19 in L.A·. and would be returning the ·following day 
some time around 6 p.m. I explained to REDACTED 

20 that it was important I obtain a stmt. from 
victim. Rf.,\lllfoTFn related he had talked with his 

21 son about Father Roemer and he told me his son 
told him nothing had happened. I made an appoint• 

22 ment to attempt contact with victim btwn. 1900-2100 
hours on 2/13/81. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

2/13/81: 

At approx. 1930 hours, I drove to the REDACTED 
residence and again was met by REDACTED his wife, 
and two other adults outside of the residence. 

REDACTED related his son had not yet returned from 
L.A. I again told f3~!:JACTED it was important we 
spoke with his son. I told ~~l?f\C_T_f:D, we could contact 
his son at Colina School or at a later time. REDACTED 
questioned me regarding the case. I told REDACTED 
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E. 

that the "S" had admitted touching his son. 
REDACTED asked me if questioning his son could 
wait until his court appearance. I explained 
it was necessary to interview his son prior to 
court. I asked REDACTED if his son was home and 
he just did not want me to talk to him. He said 
that his son \'Jas not horne. REDACTED seemed to be 
evasive about his son's whereabouts and I felt his 
son was possibly in the residence. I was ofthe 
impression· by REDACTED conduct that he really did 
not want his son involved with Roemer's case and 
was sympathetic towards his plight. 

No further effort to interview .REDACTED by this 
officer. 

REDACTED 

On Fel:>ruary 2, 1981, Detective Kelli Mcilvain of the 

Ventura County Sheriff's Office submitted the following 

report: 

'!'his date I talked with REDACTED ." 
Director, of Special Education and Special-Services, 
conejo Valley Unified School District, 1400 East 
Jans$ Road, Thousand Oaks, HEDACTED 

He related in late October or early November 1980, 
a previous student, REDACTED 
told his mother that suspect, after a church­
related class, had rubbed his stomach and chest. 
The suspect shook all over during this action. 
Mrs. REDACTED told REDACTED (Acacia School), 
REDACTED; teacher at the time. Mrs. REDACTED was 
advised to phone the Ventura Sheriff's Department 
with this info. 

The possible victim now lives at REDACTED 
REDACTED REDACTED , and REDACTED 
School. 

Approximately 1600 hours, this date, Sgt. REDACTED 

REDACTED and I attempted to contact victim at his 
residence. Sgt. REDACTED talked with REDACTED 
(victim's Dad) who said he would have his wife 
contact us if she had any information. 

On February 17, 1981, Detective Ke11i Mcilvain, Ventura 

County Sheriff's Department, interviewedREDACTED , REDACTED 

REDACTED REDACTED Mrs. REDACTED is a special 
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education teacher at REDACTED 

REDACTED REDACTED , 

Detective Mcilvain reported: 

~irs. R£Qt\.fi~_I?_ related that in September 19 BO, Mrs. 
REDACTED mother of student REDACTED, told her the 
following: Father Roemer, after either CCD or 
class or altar boy class, had put his hand inside 
REDACTED shirt and stroked his stomach. While doing 
this, Father Roemer began to tremble all over. 

Mrs. 'REDACTED thinks this occurrence was in June of 
1980. After learning of this in September, she 
immediately gave the information to her supervisor, 

R~~C.T_EJ? _ --. and then to Dr. R...§.~?_ACTED, Director of: 
Special Education of Conejo Valley Unified School 
District. (Prior to 13~.QACT~D ~ } At a later 
date, she gave the information to REDACTED 
She recalls she went to ~~p~cT_s~--- .. - ~ ___ because Father 
Roemer was on Acacia School campus talking and 
visiting with students about once a week. lt was 
Father Roemer's practice for at least school year 
79-BO and B0-81 (to time of arrest} to come to 
Acacia School during the lunch hour on Mondays. 
Mrs. REDACTED :knew of no formal purpose/reason for 
his visits. She recalls that after her discussion 
with Mrs. REDACTED . Father Roemer quit corning to 
her class table in the cafeteria as he had done in 
the past. He stopped visiting as much with REDACTED 

REDACTED Mrs. REDACTED said that another student of 
hers, REDACT~D 1 11 or 12 years, had told her 
that Father Roemer was his "favorite rabbi" because 
Father Roemer had kissed him ·on the cheek. REDACT~D 
later told her tnat Father Roemer had invited him 
to his home Mrs REDACTED does not think REDACTED 

• • · REDACTED 
visited Father Roemer at his residence because the 
newspaper article of his arrest was printed shortly 
after her talk with REDACTED . 

She learned that Father Roemer was often on Glenwood 
Elementary School campus and had filled out some 
sort of on-campus application for Redwood School. 
Mr-s. REDACTED did not know if he had ever filled out 
any similar application for REDACTED - in the 
past. She knew of no other person who was routinely 
on .REDACTED campus without a formal purpose. 

26 WHEREFORE, The People of the State of California 

27 respectfully submit this Statement of Facts as proof of the 

' RCALA 007733 

28 factu~l basis of the pleas of nolo contendere by Donald Patrick 
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1- Roemer to three counts of violation of section 288(a) of the 

2 Penal Code (Counts I, II, and III of the Information). 

3 DATED: 

4 l1espectfully submitted, 

5 HICHAEL D. BRADBURY, District Attorney 

6 
County of Ventura, State of California 

7 

8 :By __ ~~~~~~~~~--~~------------JOSEPH E. TAYLOR, JR. 
Deputy District Attorney 

9 

10 
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16 
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jo 
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1 INTERVIEW OF DONALD P. ROEHER BY KELLI HC ILVAIN, 

2 

3 DR = Donald Roemer 

4 
REDACTED 

=REDACTED 

5 

6 (unintelligible) 

7 KM: And your date of birth. 

8 DR: REDACTED 

9 KM: And your residence address? 

10 DR: REDACTED 

11 KM: 'Do yc>u have your own phone there? 

12 OR: Yes. Well, there's a 

13 KM: Okay. Is the house phone kinda like your work phone? 
.. 

14 DR: That's a work phone. 

15 KM: And what's your--

16 DR: REDACTED 

17 Kl-1: I'd like to talk to you about the information ! have 

18 to read you your rights. Because at this point you are 

19 a suspect in the crim13 of child molest. Okay? 

20 DR: Okay. 

21 KU: You understand that you're suspected of committing the 

22 crime of child molest. Do you understand? 

23 DR: Uh-huh. 

24 KM: You have the right to remain silent. Do you understand? 

25 DR: Uh-huh. 

26 KJ.I-' • If you give up that right, anything you say can and will 

27 be used against you in a court of law. Do you understand? 

28 You have the right to talk to a lawyer and have him 
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1- you understand? 

.2 DE: 

3 KM: If you cannot afford to hire a lawyer, one will be 

4 appointed to represent you before any questioning at no 

5 cost to you if you wish one. Do you understand? 

6 DR: 

7 KH: Do you understand all these rights that I've explained 

8 to you? Do you have any questions about these rights? 

9 DR: No, l don't think so. 

10 Kl-1: Having the~e rights in mind, do you wish to give up thE!se 

1l rights and talk to me about the charges against you? 

12 DR: I'd rather talk to you. 

13 KM: You would?-.. 
14 DR: Oh-huh, 

15 KM: Okay. Do you know a boy by the name of REDACTED . 
16 DR: Yes. 

I? KM: Did you see REDACTED Today? 

18 DR: Yes, I saw him today. 

19 KI-1: What time did you see him? 

20 DR: Saw him when he got there for his religious instruction 

21 class. I forget the exact, probably about 3:20 to 3:25. 
REDACTED 

22 ~1: What did you say to ? 

23 DR: What did l say to him? 

24 KH: Uh-huh. 

25 DR: I asked him--I'm just going to tell you. 

26 KH: Okay. 

27 DR: I have no problem. 

28 101: Okay. 
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1 DR: No problem. Because, well -- it, it is a problem, it: isn't -

2 maybe it's the best way for it to come out. 

3 KM: Uh-huh. 

4 DR: I mean, I've dealt with it before on a spiritual basis 

5 and it never works and I am having a problem, not 

6 that I'm going around molesting children and 

7 stuff like that. I'll just tell you exactly what happened, 

8 probably exactly what he said. 

9 KM: Okay. 

10 DR: Can I ask you what he said? 

11 KM: He said that ah you asked him to come into an offic;e and 

12 look at some pictues 

13 DR: Yeah. My year book. 

14 KM: Okay. 

15 DR: My year book. 

16 KM: Your year book pictures and he said that you had him sit 

17 on your lap. 

18 DR: Uh-huh. 

19 KM: Is that right? 

20 DR: And I had him stand up. 

21 KM: And you had him stand up? Wh~re·did you have him stand up? 

22 DR: Just right in front of me. I mean, not expose himself, I, 

23 I touched him. 

24 K}1: Did you touch his penis? 

25 DR: Yeah. 

26 K}1: Did you 

27 DR: Not all the way, but I --

28 KM: Did you stroke his penis? 
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1 DR: Well, kinda, just.kinda back and forth, but I never really 

2 grabbed it or touched it all the way. 

3 KM: Did, did you do this while he was sitting on your lap? 

4 DR: No, while he was standing. 

5 KM: What did you say to him when you were doing this? 

6 DR: Well, r started out by stroking his stomach and asking 

7 him if that felt good --

8 KM: Uh-huh. 

'9 DR: -- and I he said yes and I just went further. He didn't 

10 say anything but yes and he was paging through the book. 

11 KM: This was when he was standing up? 

12 DR: Well, yeah, he was, he was sitting in my lap first and then 

13 I asked him to stand up and --

14 ru1: Okay. So then you ah, put your hand under his shirt and 

15 stroked his stomach--

16 DR: At first. 

17 KM: --at first, and then did you--was he sitting on your lap 

18 when you were stroking his penis? 

19 DR: I think I did it first. when he was, when he was standing· 

20 up and when he sat down again I did it for a short time, 

21 just a few seconds and that was it. 

22 KM: So you, you had him sit down, stand up, sit down, is that 

23 right? 

24 DR: Well, when he first carne in he stood up, but then he sat dow 

25 

26 

in my lap, looked at t:he pictures. That's when I started 

it--

27 KM: Uh-huh. 

28 DR: He stood up, then he sat down. 
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1 KH: Okay. Did you tell him to stand up? 

2 DR: Yeah. 

3 KM: Why did you tell him t:o stand up? 

4 DR: So it would be easier or me to get my hand down there. 

5 I<M: How long do you think,. how long do you think this whole 

6 incident took? 

7 DR: About a minute and a half, two minutes. It really wasn't 

8 long. 

9 KM: Ah, 

10 DR: I know this is hard for yo~: it's hard for me. 

11 KM: I'm sure it is, Father. Have you already told :E'atner 

12 REDACTED iS it? 

13 DR: Father REDACTED really isn't the pastor anymore. ·Father 

14 REDACTED is. 

15 KM: Have you already told Father REDACTED 

16 DR: I will. 

17 KM: How did Father REDACTED· already know about ·it when I called? 

18 DR: About what? 

19 KM: About ah, a 7-year-old, a young boy making an accusation, 

20 do you know? .. · 
21. DR: Father REDACTED knew about it? 

22 KM: Yeah. I called and talked with you, and you must have 

23 got my message because you--

24 DR: Oh, I, I got your message. 

25 KM: And the Father asked me is this concerning a young boy 

26 and I said that I only would talk '\'lith you. 

27 DR: It could be that the parents had called and talked to him . 
. 

28 KM: No, they didn't. I've already talked with them. Maybe 
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1 somebody else, or they talked Maybe--

2 DR: How could he have possibly known? 

3 KM: Somebody else must have called. This only happened today. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

DR: 

KM: 

PR: 

KM: 

DR: 

Yes. 

Is it alright if I have a cigarette? 

Sure. 
• REDACTED 

Okay, :!;hey have anoth•~r boy who's name ~s 

Yes. 

9 

10 

KM: He told me something that happened during confession •. 

Would you know what that would be? 

11 DR: Uh-huh. 

12 Fl-1: What was that then? 

13 DR: He came in and sat on my lap for confession, I put my 

14 hand under his shirt. I didn't, you know, molest him or 

15 anything like that. 

16 KM: When ah, when-REDACTED was in your office, did you kisE; hi 

17 on the ear?· 

18 DR: Can' .t remembe-r. 

19 That's the truth, I don't~-

20 KM: ¥ou don't remember? 

21 DR: I don't remember. 

22 KM: Do you think you could have? 

23 DR: I c.ould have. 

24 
KM: He also said that when you were stroking his penis and he 

25 was sitting on your lap, you were shaking. 

26 DR: Uh-huh. 

27 KM: Is that true? 

28 DR: Yes. 
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1 KM: 

2 

3 

4 DR: 

5 KM: 

6 DR: 

7 KM: 

8 

9 DR: 

10 KM: 

11 DR: 

12 

13 

14 KM: 

15 

16 DR: 

17 KM: 

18 

19 DR: 

20 KM: 

21 DR: 

22 KM: 

23 

24 DR: 

25 KM: 

26 
I 

DR: 

KM: 27 

,I 
28 DR: 

h h h REDACTED • f . d . W en a , w en was ~n con esslon an you had him Slt 

on your lap, and you rubbed his chest, did you kiss him 

on the ear? 

I don't think so. Did he say that I did? 

Yeah. 

If he did, then it was probably right. I don't 

Have you, you were saying you've been dealing with this 

spiritually--

And psychologically • 

And psychologically. 

There's a priest in Sartta Barbara that I go to 1 used to 

go to on a regular basis, but ! haven't seen him in about 

4 or 5 months. 

Has anything like this ha--have you ever done anything 

like this in the past? 

I've come close to it, yeah. 

Am I going to find out about other victims besides, 

besides REDACTED 

It has happened before, yes. 

It has? 

Has it happened before, while in Thousand Oaks at this 

particular church? How long have you been at this church? 

For 3 years. Not quite 3, it'll be 3 years this June. 

And where were you assigned previously? 

Santa Barbara. 

Santa Barbara. 

Never happened there. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

KM: Have you ever been arrested for anything prior to this? 

DR: No. 

Y.M: How long have you been a Father? 

DR: 11 years. 

KM: 11 years. 

DR: Please be patient. This is painful. 

KM: I know and I appreciat.e how hard it must be. Nobody, I'm 

sure, but you, can know how terribly hard it is. 

9 DR: Last year I got the, because of interest in working with 

10 

11 

12 

kids and it 1 s not just motivated by the probl.em, last year 

I got the honorar<J service award from the National PTA for 

working with kids. What a farce now --

13 KM: Can you give me an estimate of how many times in the past 

14 this has happened, fondling the genitals? 

15 DR: I don't know. Two, two times before. 

16 KM: And how long ago has this been? 

17 DR: It's been within this year. 

18 KM: 'l'his year? All, January of this year? 

19 DR: I don't think January. 

20 KM: 1981? 

21 DR: Yeah. 

22 Kl1: It 1 s been since Chrisi:rnas? 

23 DR: Well, there was one occasion, right .after -- I'm not tryin<_;J 

24 

25 

to elude you. I'm just, I don't really know when exactly 

it was. 

26 KM: Ah, other than fondling with your hand -- the other two 

27 incidents, was there any type of sexual activity? 

28 DR: No. 
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1 KM: Okay. Have you had very many boys sit on your lap during 

2 confession and rub their chests? 

3 DR: Besides REDACTED brother, I don't know--

4 KM: Do you think that's appropriate behavior, Father? 

5 DR: No, I know it's not appropriate. I, I--

6 KM: I understand that you realize what you did was 

7 wrong, but I've got the feeling, from what you said before, 

8 DR: No, 1 don't, I'm not trying to cover up or anything 

9 KM: It's not as overt as what happened with REDACTED, but --

10 DR: Yeah. 

11 KM: --but it's still inappropriate--

12 DR: Yeah, it most certainly is. I have not nearly enough 

13 sought out, I think, enough pshchological help for the 

14 problem I have. (pause) Like, even after it happened, I 

15 think I knew, I really did know --

16 KM: You knew what? 

17 

18 

DR: '!'hat I was I just felt it, I 

mean, it's not like I haven't told anybody before. 

19 KM: Have you tala people before? 

20 DR: Not people, but this priest that's up in Santa Barbara. 

21 KM: Yeah. But you've--have you told anyone else? 

22 DR: No. 

23 KM: Do you know the names of the other two boys? 

24 DR: Ah -- there is one, •;..rell there's one kid that sat on my 

25 lap in confession and I did it -- REDACTED 

26 KM: And how long ago do you think that was? 

27 DR: Not long, I think it was two weeks ago. 

28 KM: . You know how to spell it? 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

DR: REDACTED 

KM: How old is REDACTED 

DR: I think REDACTED is 7-1/2. 

KM: Was he already going to confession? 

DR: I think he made his first one, but I didn't do it in 

confession. 

7 l<M: ~1hen did it happen? 

8 ·DR: That was in, in that same room--it's not my office, it's 

RCALA 0077 45 

9 the teache~s' lounge. That is in the center of the school. 

10 KM: Now would that have been ·the 12th; Monday the l,2th? rt 
11 would be two weeks ago today. 

12 OR: I think, I think that would be 

13 I<M; Was, is he going to CCD? Wouldn't that be about the same 

thing? 14 

15 OR: It was Honday. You're just talking about in general, not 

16 genital? 

17 KM: You didn't rub his genitals that time? 

18 DR: No. I didn't rub his at all. 

19 did you rub his stomach? 

20 DR: Yes. And his chest. 

21 J<l.1: touch his skin 

22 DR: Uh-huh. 

23 KM: Did you show him your year book that time? 

24 DR: No. 

25 J<l.i: How long did this--ah, how long was it? 

26 DR: About 2 minutes. 

27 KM: Was this about 3!30? 

28 DR: Ah, around 3:30. 
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' 1 KM: And besides REDACTED the other incident? 

·2 DR: One other --REDACTED He's a 6th grader. And that 

3 

4 

5 

was the same day -- I don't think that was on the same 

day. I can't remember exactly when that happened, I think 

it was last week, last Monday. He spells it REDACTED 

6 KM: He's in 6th grade, so he's 11 or 12? 

7 DR: Uh-huh. 

8 KM: And you think this was last ~!!onday? 

9 DR: Uh-huh. 

10 Kl4: Which be the same day REDACTED went to confession and this 

11 happened. 

RCALA 0077 46 

12 DR: Ah, REDAcTED ah REDACTED went to con~ession -- Okay, when he went 

13 to confe$sion was not on a Monday, it was his day for CCD. · 

14 Yes it is, he comes--he was sick today. So, it was the 

15 same--it was the same, think it was--the same day. 

16 ~~= He was sick today? 

17 DR: Yeah. His brother was not there. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

KM: Okay. So, so it was on the same day withREDACTED 

this happen in the confessional? 

DR: No. 

KM: Where did it happen? 

22 DR: In the room. 

Did 

23 KM: In the, ah, the same room we were talking about previously? 

24 DR: Yes. 

25 KM: Did you have the 6th grader sit on your lap? 

26 DR: No. He sat in a chair next to me. 

27 KM: And this wasn't during confession? 

28 DR: No. 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

RM: How did you have him come into the office? 

DR: As soon as he got there. It was previous--confess--the 

confession time wasn't Saturday. It was, it was a special 

time that Father HEDA_CTED and I have the penance service 

KM: 

OR: 

I<M: 

DR: 

}\M: 

DR: 

KM: 

bR: 

OR: 

and they can c;o to confession if they want. So, th~t wa::; 

after 4 o'clock. I dqn't know the precise tim~, but this 

is before CCD. It starts at 3:30. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Well, was he in that office for a prepenance conference? 

No. 

What was he in th,e office for? 

I as](ed him to co.rne in there. 

Why did you, did.you ask him to come in to look at 

anything or for what reason? 

I jus--heis in a special class at school. 

Uh-huh. 

Not at our school, but atREDACTED and I asked him to come 

in to see how he was doing because I didn't see him at 

lunch that day when I was there. 

21 KM: t\1hat did yo1.1 say to him, while you were rubbing his chest? 

22 DR: I just asked him how things were going, just had like ~ 

23 general conversation. 

24 KM: You were jus--and you were rubbing his chest while you 

25 were having a general conversation? 

26 DR: Uh-huh, yes. 

27 KM: Well, did he seem alarmed? 

28 DR: No. You're asking me for a fact. 
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1 ~1: Yeah. Yeah, I know. 

2 DR: 

3 l<M: Well, that's right. 

4 DR: I know what I'm doing is -- wrong. 

5 KM: I'm just trying to see--you're sitting side~by-side--

6 DR: And I reached over like this. 

7 (pause) 

~ KM: Rubbing his chest. 

9 DR: Yeah. 

10 I<M: Oid yol;l have an erection when you were doing thi$? 

11 DR: Yes. 

12 KM: Did you have an erection when you were doing this to ah, 

13 REDACTED 

14 DR: Yes. 

15 KM: Did·you ejaculate? 

16 bR: Ah, yes. 

17· KM: Did you ejaculate while rubbing the chest? 

18 DR: Ah, I can't remember. 

19 KM: Okay. D.o you remember if you ejaculated after rubbing 

20 
REDACTED 

? 

21 DR: Ah, today you mean? 

22 Kt-1: NO REDACTED Wasn 1 t -- today. 

23 DR: Oh, that's right, ah no. Th.;1t was different. 

24 KM: But you had an erect:ion when, you -- with REDACTED 

25 DR: Uh-huh. 

26 Y.l-1: And you had an erec·tion when you were with REDACTED 

27 (pause) 

28 DR:. Yes. 
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10 

11 

1~ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

KM: Have you ever done anything like this with any little 

girls? 

DR: No. 

KM: Well, it was 2 weeks ago with REDACTED a week ago with 

RCALA 0077 49 

REDAcTED and REDAcTED and today with REDACTED Is there anything else, 

Father, is there anything else that will come to Light, 

that you think you should talk about now? 

PR: Yeah. 

KM: What is that? 

PR: ~veryth:ipg .I tell you }las to go dovm? 

l<M: l:t does, Father. 

PR: Probably be made public too? 

KM: The ah--

DR: You don't have to ansv1er that. 

KM: The details of this, I won't make public. It will be 

public information that you've been arrested. 

DR: What does that mean? 

KM: Well, whoever is arrested that's public information, 

just point of fact-- that's what it is, public infqrmation, 

but I won't be talking to the press, myself, about 

details of the case. And I know that that is very 

frightening from your position right now. But the real 

point is this activity is wrong-- it's gotta be stopped. 

That's the important part. 

DR: Right. 

KM: 

DR: I understand. I -- but, like how it's stopped -­

KM: Yeah. Important too. 
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24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

DR: What, what kind of help can I get, if any at all? 

KM: What kind of psychiatric help? 

DR: Is tnat part of the procedure? 

K.H: It is part of the procedure, you will be ah, evaluated 

by psychiatrists and I, I really don't know what kind 

of help they will give you. I know'it is essential youtre 

motivated to be helped. 

DR: Yeah. There's no doubt about it, it's kind of like trying 

and trying and trying not to get involved in t:tlat, ;a,~l;i,p,~ 

over and over again and not knowing what to do. 

I<M: Fightin<,t it and fighting it. 

DR: Fighting it and not knowing hO\v to handle it anymore. 

Fooling yourself that the more you go and talk t.o a 

spiritual leader it's gonna do, ancl letting i.t go, you 

know? 

KM: There are special psyqhiatrists for this kind of problem 

that specialize in this area. Ah, I don't, I can't tell 

you what, what the courts will do about this. I can't 

say no, they'll just put you, you know, in a psychiatric 

program, I really can.'t tell you, cause I don't know \oJha,t 

the sentencing will be. 

DR: Can I just ask you some questions? I mean just --

KM: Sure, go ahead. 

DR: It'll obviously be all over town. I mean, just tell me. 

KM: I think that the people in your church have a great 

respect for all the work you've done and I think that 

from investigations in the past, you will have some 

friends that will stick by you and will help you 

through this time and ah, I've already heard that 
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1 you have done excellent work with the youth in the church. 

2 DR: That's all shot. 

3 KM: Well, people understand that, if the work was done, it was 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

accomplished and you've done it, so I wouldn't say it's 

all shot. People that care about you are going to 

be most concerned of handle the whole thing. We both 

know, there are times when it takes a great deal more courag 

to tell the truth than it does to lie. 

9 DR: I know it. I know. 

10 KM: People make mistakes. 

11 DR; l*m gPnt:la t.+ust , maybe it's for the best. 

12 Where do l go frpm here? 

13 l(M: Well, I'm going to have to arrest you. 

14 DR: Fine. I mean, like do all the rest of those people nave 

lS to be contacted? 

16 KM: They should be contacted. They will be contacted, Fathe+. 

17 The parents ofREDACTED and REDACTED are very upset, naturallyt 

18 but they also expressed a lot of concern about what would 

19 happen to you. 

20 DR: That's great. 

21 KM: Is there anything else that I'm going to find out? 

22 DR: Yeah. 

23 KM.: Okay 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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12 

l3 

14 

15 

16 
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and speaks very highly of the defendant's talents. He stated that the church was 

completely unaware of the defendant's behavior and at this point the church ~s 

.awaiting the outcome of the court proceedings to guide what alternative th~y will 

choose. He says this is an extreme tragedy as the defenrlant is a very talented man 

!;lnd will give of himself to any one. He states that the defendam: is ~ compl.1lsive 
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tolerate. . Father REDACTED stated that the Catholic Church has an intensive 

psychiatric in-patient program near San Francisco called 11The House of 

Aftirmatlon." This program is up to one year in duration, an intensive psychiatric 

institution where wayward Catholic priests can receive therapy. He state$ thL\t the 

defendant ls now aware qf that a!ternative an(j FatherREDACTED stated that he hope:! 

the <;ourt will consider that altern9tive when sentencing the defendant. 

EVALUATION; 

Sentencing Alternatives: The defendant pl~d nolo contendere to three counts 

17 of vlolatlng Section 288(a) of the Penal Code. Each count is punishable by 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

~ i: :.: •.•• 
' : .: .... ' 

···---- .::-....... ·· 

·. 
commitment to State Prison for either three, five or seven years. Further, 

... _ ... ~: ;•·: .. ··~~;.·.-~·· ··.'····'•:.~:·-1''·•··~~~.-· .. · ............ ,·.···'-·'"•'". tl . .' '•. . ' 

· pursuant to Section· 28&.1 of the., Penal Cci~e ··rand ··'6302~'c)···of .. ·the :··welfare···"and ,.,... · 

Institutions Code, mentally disordered sex offender proceedings are mandatory. 

Negotiated Plea: The defendant has entered into a negotiated plen wherein 

Counts IV (238(a) PC), Count V (288(a) PC), Count VI, (288(a) PC), Count VH (2S8(a) 

PC), ~nd Count VIII (288(a) PC) will be dismissed at the time of sentenc~n&. 

Circumstances in Aggravation: The following appear to be the circumstances 

in aggravation: 

1. The victims were particularly vulnerable (Rule lf2lu3). 

2. The planning and sophistication with which , the crime was carried out 
indicates premeditation (Rule !f2la8). _, 

6564 
. ~ •I .,. • ~· ... ,· .: -~;~·:.' 
•'·. 

.· ,• .. · 

CCI 002588 



6 

7 
' .... ~.... . ... 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

L3 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

' .· .. 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

,, 

( n~ defendant took advantage of a position of trust and confidence to commit 
the lostant offense (Rule 421al2). 

C!rcu:n:.t~nces in Mitl.g_ation: The following appc<:w to be the circumstances 

ln mitigation: 

1. 

2. 

The defcnd<.mt has no prior record (Rule 423bJ). 

The defendant voluntarily acknowledged wrong-doing at 11.11 early stage of the 
criminal porcess (Rule 423b3). 

2. There is not a great likelihood that if not imprisoned the defendant wUl be a 
physical danger to others (Rule 4J4b). 

3. ln the instant offense the defendant, a Catholic priest, molested various 
young boys between the ages of six and twelve. The molestations occurred 
over a nine-month period. The acts of molestations varied from the 
defendant rubhing the victims• stomach, chest and underarm areas ~o rubbing 
the b9ys• genltnl areas. Th~ majority ot the acts were committed on church 
grounds or while under the auspices of church-related business (Rule 411fc1). 

4. The victlms were extremely vulnerable in that they were young, sexually 
naive and had placed fuU trust in the 11m~ of the cloth" and parental figure 
which the defend;:mt represented to them. There was no physical harm to th~ 
victiros in the instant offense, but the psychological ramifications are. 
extremely far-reaching as evldenced by the current state of the victims (Rule 
4!4c2). 

5. 

6. Focusing his molestations on young, sexually na.ive victims and participating 
in such behavior over at least a nine-month period indicates a degree of 
crirnlnal sophistication (Rule 414c7). 

7. The defendant as both a religious and parental figure appears to have 
represented to his victims a considerable degree of trust. Clearly, that trust 
was taken advantage of to corctmit the instant offense (Ruie 414c8). 

8. The present case is the defendant's first criminal arrest (Rule 4l4dl). 

9. The defendant professes a willingness and appears to have the ability to 
comply with the terms of probation (Rule 414d3). 

10. The defendant is a 37-year-otd graduate of St. John's Seminary in Camarillo. 
He <tppears to be of average physical health and his true mental health will be 
determined in future proceedings. The defendc:mt's family ties are stable and 
intact (Rule 414d1J). 
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·._· .:·~fendant has been a Catholic priest since May of 1970. He lists no 
'rnifita:y sen•ice 11nd financial assets of approximately $1,000.00 (Rule l~14d5). 

Tilere u.ppedrs to be no d<1ngcr to either dn11' or alcohol addiction (Rule 
qj!~d6). .~ 

ll. lmprisonrn~nt at this time would ha.vc a traumatic e.ffect upon the defendant 

RCALA 007754 

!J and hls dependents (Rule 414d7) • 
. .. ·· 
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14. It appears there would be no undue -effects upon the defendant's life ~ a 
result of a felony record (Rule lil4d8). 

15. The defendant is extremely remorseful (Rule 414d9). 
"t-· .. ~-\.\r..·!_.,..,:..t._..,;., . ..,· •.• ,, 'I ~ .-.·.·•. , •. ,·~,••.r, '•.< ,·, ,•• ··.·-•. _.:,_;,.,.J_ .. :.:..,: ·~-.r. :,; ........ ·,~·' •. •'".'-1·~.·-.·',••.·,:~,,·•.•."t,",~·.:. .. : ', ·~•• . ., .:_···l·t.; •·• •. • · -:\ ' ··_, ' .. • .· 

_, • .,. r.l.-- I - ~' -~ - . .:"'"·l .. ;."' ~;· .... :;:1 .. •:=·. "'.'N·'\-.'~··'I{·."•z::~.i::··:~':-•'".'" 

· Criteria Affecting Concurrent or Consecutive Sente~cing: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The crimes and their objectives were predominantly independent of ea,ch 
other (Rule 425a!). · ·' · .. 

The crimes were cornrnitted at different times 'and separate places rather 
than being so close in time and place as to indicate a single period of aberrant 
behavior (Rule 42.5a3). 

The deicnd<-\l"lt's total criminal involvement concerned multiple victims, 
however each individual crime involved only one victim (Rul~ 425aq). 

, I 

The convictions for which sentences are to be imposed are numerous (Rule 
425a5). 

Analysi~: the defendant appear:; befo1·e the court having pled nolo contendere 

to three of eight charged accounts of child molest. The circumstances and 

·. · ramifications of the instant offense are extremely aggravated and far-reaching for 

.... au .. conc;erned •..• Such factors_ ,w:e. ~earJy,_.s~p~r1iY.~- of the ::nandatory menta,lly _,.,,,~. 

disordered sex offender proceedings. Hopefully, those psychiatric evaluations will 

be beneficiul to the court and the undersigned in reaching a final disposition in this 

case. 

Should the defendant now or at a later date be committed to the Atascadero 

State Hospital, the maximum term of retention is ten and one-third years. The 

Court's attention is respectfully directed to the fixed term worksheet which is 

attached hereto and made a part of this report. 

It is respectfully recommended that criminal proceedings be suspended and 

rnentally disordered sex offender proceedings be initiated • 1(_. 

• j·•· .• ·:~: ~. ..·.:·~·::.j;l' .. ·1r,: .. ·;~.~· ', 
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Community stunried by 
report of priest's ar,r~:st 

,. ByFAYE ~lORE 

Comparing hlm to a "sacrificial lamb" 
who is being "hung and crucified" before 
his trial, severaUocal residents expressed 
shock and anger. .about the arrest of a 
Conejo · parish priest on charges of . child 
m(llesting. · · · 

The New8 .,(,)l)ronicle has received a· flood 
of phone callS'after reportfM Tuesday that 
the Rev. Oo~d..~~t~£~;\BI)ll~er, 36, was 
bOOked. Moil<J4~'tilglit"~at· the· East Valley 
S,beriff~~ :.SW:~on iln a single q>unt of chlltt 
'molestiiig. ·· · · · · - · · . ·· ·. 

. Callers have llllgtily criti<!~ed the ,news­
paper for publi!lhing Qle repotf Of the arrest; 
sa~g publieity sl:lould have been withheld 
until after ROeliler is tried:· ·· 

R(lemer is acciised of "malting aqvances 
of a sexual nature'' towai'd a 7~year-old boy 
wl.lo atterids' Bible study Classes. ·at St . 

. Paschal Baylon · Catholic Chuteh ii1 Thou" . 
silndiOalts, Sheriff's deputies said. 

The News Chi'.onicle routinely publishes 
·reports of such arrests: 

.Roemer is scheduled . to appear at 
8:30 a.m. Friday 'in Ventu,-a Municipal 
Court ,Division llto enter a plea. 

· The. child's parents told deputies that their 
son began to describe at the dinner table an 
8lleged encolu!ter \Vith Roemer. Sheriff's 
detectives 'investigated the situation and 
deterinined there were.grorinds to arrest the 
clergyman, who has been a priest for 10 
years. · · 

Roemer· has been publicly commended for 
hiS patient work. with children during his 
few years in the local parish, and disbeliev­
ing parents are stepping fonvard in his 
defense. · . 

"Our priests are constant targetS," . said 
Penny Lord, a parishioner at St. Jucle's 
Catholic Church in Thousand Oaks.. "All 
priests are like sacrificial lambs," who are 
vulnerable. to accusations, she said after 
c8lliQg the News Chronicle. : · · · 

Lord related overhearing people. at St. 
Jude's parish. praying for Roemer, who has . 
come to be knoWn as "Father Pat" in .the 
conmiumty. . . 

·· "The. peaple at the church. are hllrt 
becaUse. they know him and they lov.e him 
and they want to be sure he's going to be 
given a fair trial," she said. 

Darts of criticism have also .been aiined · · 
at the sheriff's department, whiCh callers · 
say overreac~ to the ·~remarks. of a 7-
year.:old." . . 

Detectives are caught precariously 
between. justifying the arrest to the public 
and· suppressing important evidence that 
must be saved for court. 

Contacted by the News Chronicle this 
morning, East Valley Coiilillilnder Latry 

· Kalsbeek reinforced his earlier comments 
that the arrest was not made on a whim. 

"Obvioilsly, you do. not. ,build._ a ·case 
· around only one statement by a 7·year-old,'' 

Kalsbeek said. "We did conduct further 
investigation. and for those who have con­
cluded that the arrest did not have sufficient 

cause, they · should hold their comments 
until the preliminary e.xamination where 
evidence can be made public in court But 
we are satisfied that there iS sufficient 
evidence fqr arrestand prosecutiQn.'' > .· ..• 

' · Members. Of. the p~riSh insiSt ,tb8t• even if 
Roemer is ·. found. Innocent .i« : ~Jli't;. ·b,is 
reputation and work in tbe .co~ will 
be permanently soiled by the allegi®sis~ · 
.. "This mined the man " said Bud Swee­
ney, .a ... St. P .. asch···al',S 

1

P.·;;lri.Sh. ·~ ... , ·:·r'.· W.·•.··.·.· ... 
accused 'the News ~.'P'*' ~(@l)r judg" · 
· mentcift.,.pu~ijliJlingi~~Cie;•}Tiil)re!s a .... 
lot of bad that co.Uld be ·-caQSe4· :bY ·this, . ,· .'. : .- .. ,···. . ... 

' .. ·-

especially becanse this.man ball· ~·work,• ..• 
ing with chU<Irep foryears~ · · · · · , ~. : 
· "It's taking {roin him the v~ry thjrtg'Jle 
stood for·all.biS life;He's beirig.gpag~:anq - .~ 
crucified before ,his ·trial. It muSt he' lealiJlg. 
this man apart!' · ' · .. · · · · ·. 

. • ErnotiOil$ are undoubtedly ~ even. 
higher because. Roemer ·has· reached out to. 

. so many children in the communlty, 
prompting the Parent Teachers AssocUition 
to award hlm its' W80 Honorary. SerVice · 
Award for his wor,It With Coriejo youth. 
- A News GlJroni,cl,e ~~c'e published :last 
April described the· · · · · · · 's candidness 
and sense _of If. ··· ' ' ~e children, ~ 
well as his' phil· . . . . . , · · iilg tl1ere" for 
those who need him:; ' · 

1'For people, qr for':idds; bt's whlit lt's 
·all about," he was quoted as saying. .. · ' 

Bill·Sugars, president of the Conejo V all~y 
chapter of Concemec! Parents for Stronger . 
Legislation Against ChUdldolesters (SLAM) 
Said he. too, hils been reproved, ~or his 
comments about the arrest. -- · · · 

The cornriilli\'ity uproar is b~ty, he said, 
becau,se ·the public bas.· seen none . of· the 
evidence gathered by ilete<;tives, . ~ · · 

. . "I would prefer ,that the community wait 
until the arraigruilent is over until they pass 
any judgment on anybody - whether it's 
SLAM, the sheriff's department, members 
of the chiJI'ch or parents. ' 

"I think the ~ommunity is blindly rushing 
to the aid of this man," he s8.id. "A show of 
support is expected,' but to ffiake accusa­
tions about something . they know nothing 
about is foolish." · 

Sheriff's detectlyes are continuing to 
investigate the case before they take it to 
the Ventura County district attorney's 
offk:e, where it will be reviewed for posSible 
prosecution. · · .. 
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~ oJd. alike, &rid we know Ws .not alwayS 
""'tY to catch y!JI!III's-ear. · 
· Although it'• impossible to do so ade­
quately, we. thank you for all yoo have dooe 
fo< uo and pray that God will .give you the 
strength and cout.ge to go through this 
vety difficult period. · : 

If lbere .is anything I can 4o t.o help ~ any. 
way, I would consider it· a privilege. 

HELENE AC!'ON, 
Tbotisand Oaks. 

Is it conditional? 
Ed.iWr, News Oironlcle: 

What· I ~ve rea~ from Father ~~~ 
friends ·and .supporters is, ''We knoW that 
you did not do these terrible !hlng.!." b yoUr 
IDve . ·and support conditional? Are you 
.. ylng that regardless of .the outcome of lhis 

· case. we are .sUll.YOU:I' ~ and supi,ort 
' you, no matter what? . · 

H not. then a terrible. burden is being · · 
placed upoo ihb human being. · · 

Therl wl!at.about the cbildren? Are these · 
not ~ bQIDaJI beings· with •equal right. 

. which preserve their dignlty, respect and 
trust'l. . . . 
. Woddng with cbildrOn bas taught me that 

they .will try very hard to please the adults 
in their lives. T<t conclude ·that they always 
labdcate is to coridemn cbildren;- thuo 
rilaking it impossible lor other cblldren to 
~me forna,rd . Stio~d this ever: . bei:;oine 
necessary~ . 

CANDY CUNNINGHAM, 
· ThoU38Jid Oaks. 

' Losing· patience 
Edit~, News; Cb:r:on\cle~ . . . 

I am rapidly· losing· patieoce with the 
News Chronicle. Your front--page headl:ine. 
.. Commwlity stunned by report of priest's 
arrest/' should haVe read, 1'~~ 
outraged by .slanted news report." 

And .do not ever again refer to. a Roalan 
Cstholic prieat by his surname only: The 
correct tiUe is "Father." uReVerend," or 
"Reverend Father.'• 

LARRY PEACOCK, 
Thousand Oaks. 

Perverted world 
Edlior, News Chronicle: .· 
, My name is Erika Luneberg. I iun H and 

an attandant of St Paschal Baylon pariob. I 
·· am writing to you to .inform you of iny 

opinion (most llkely to· be the feeling of 
many othero also).' 

Today on my Wliy borne from school I was· 
infQI'Dled of Father Roemer's ~e and on 
what pretenses they w.re made. J w.S 
abocked and amazed. Now when I think of 
i~ it .is the most appalling, lUdicrous, 
ridiculous idea that I have ever heard. I was 
previOUB!y a member of tho youth group and 
niy brother is an altar boy. We both knOw 
and like Fa~er Roemer very much. Tbe 
idea. of this is ]ost·plain dtunb! ·. • . 

As I have stated before, I am 14 and my 
brother is 12.. We ai'e both what would be 
teruled cbild:ren · but we are . old · enpugb .to 
know when IIOII)ething is being done. H we 
oc any oth~ children our age or ·above fUed 
such a complaint, the ahen&nigans ht· are . 
goiug ~ now woul4 be . acceptable, but at 

::;:~·~ ~ :a~~:c: 
crime such·as.thls by~ word of:a &.or 1· 
year-old. child is obno.xi.ous! AS for the 
statement of Jessie Kloppenburg of SLAM, 
'
1P._eople sometimes believe that· if a per:l(!n 

is a IIlRll.of·Goo.: be is·_above•all of 
this ••.. " J and the'""'*' othei:s complain­
ing are certainly· aware tb8t a piieot. is 

. ~~!t!~c~~e. I.~k .~Of:l.·Jesste, 
I would. most silJcerely accept a cbance to 

teatify in beball of r-atliei' ~ and many others would, too •. I have one' question 
to ask· of yon. · h . this . WOrld becolnini! SO 
~as to cWm.a Simple bug or touch, 
a sigJi of fri~ and caring; as an aet of 
clrlld molestatiOn 1 If so, I sincerely .woo<ler 
wl)at type of orunimy world. I will live in 
. when I am an adult: · · · 

ERII{ALUNEBERG, 
Thewiand Oaks. 

Not ashamed 
. Editor. Ne:n. ChrOnicle: 

·.We membera of·St. Paschal's )'liutb grou~. 
would like to <Oiiunent cin the l!ftide pub-
1~~ on.- . .J~.·-.:.n ... concernJ.~g · F_ather 
!loemer, and the :way it m written. We 
feel that the· article was very ~ . · 

In lhis coualcy, is a man guilty till prOven_ 
1nnocent, ot 'is be illnoc...t . till . pni .... 
guilty! We. feel !!>at the manner in Wblcb 
the article was. written presents !'ather 

, !loemer as _gul)ty till proven innocent We. 
. couldnotaee,'ll<noyou·!l'\ such a sensatinnal­
istic article . _be published, for the only 

.. j~t that sbould. be rendered is in the 
CO!II'Iroom by d1le process. ' · 

Even if the llt<!ry b re!raded, the diunage 
b done, and_ has greatly hurt the career of 
one of the neateat people we _lmow .. Fatlier" 
Roemer ha;! dooe "" many nice things for us 
in so ffiany ways; like just ·being there when 
you needed sooneGiie ·to.talli to. 

In -~ arti<:lo . ;..;tten,. 00 naines were ' 
111entlmied in his coodenonation, but· we "of 
st· Pasi:hliJ'•.yo\rth group are not ashamed 
to !mow, love and SUPj>ort Father R.......,. 
' DAN DEMAR'l'II«, BETIY HAU:l'MAN, 

BOB CIJSICK, MO,NICA MARTINEZ,. 
EVA CUSICK, LAURA GILLETTE, 
GY!E . L1S.A FREEBERG, 
DEBI CITQi BuRGER, 
SU~·MCF TERRY-MCCANN, . 

B~.Jf:AEL SCH~'NUKEI, DIANNE, 

JOHN, PASS; PAUL DESLAURIER. 
DENISE HQFACKER, SANDY MCFALL 
CUFF- MACCANN, VERONICA DEVIN-

CENT! .. 

· . .CIND.Y AAru'~OWER, TODD .BEN-NETT," ·.. . .. . 
CATHY NOSEWORTHY,l'EL!X MASCI, 
Thousand Oa)co. 

Loud and ,clear 
Editor, News ~cle: 

Tbe Ne~ Chrvnicle ~ registered . as 
"Official ~ewipaper,. City of Thous~nd 
Oaks." A 1979. prize-wilu!Jpg newspaper of 
the Calilomll! l'ub!isbera Asoocfatlon. You 
apparently have been doing· a lot of things 
right iii order to' achieve this' dlstinction. 
Your ."Editors· n~n in the Friday Jan. 30, 

. edition )l<lints out this fact, but you loot all 
credibility in your final par:agniph, and I 
quote, "No.·we don't print' only bad news. 
Or scandal. 0< smut But I can't hlllp but 
woDder whether people read a:riything eLse 
that· we print, no matter bow ofteri or how 
prominent the printing of it is:" Mr. Editor, 
yoU said. it, I didn't. 

When ·an editor. bas to wonder if people 
read. liJlytbing elso beside scandal or smut 
be has loot the feel. of his job. I thlnt the 
answer came·through ~oud and clear in your 
treatment. of the ·:Rev .. Father Donald 
Roem~r ~ase. Y~ edlt~l. judgn:ient in 
the prominent printing area is <l,Ueationable: 

· -bow~~er, ~ ~a~rday t;}auy News vin~ 
cated your-actinn by using'jiri>minent print­
ing apace in their paper. '!'be big mookey 
bad. 1D imitate the little m..,key in order to 
preoerve famlly!radiiiDn or be scooped. 

Several Y,ears ago the physical director of 
the YMCA in an Ohio &.riununtly similar to 
Thol1:'8nd Oa~~was.un4er an investigation 
of a ciblld moleating cli8rge. He was a blghly · 
_reopected lBmily man and -• civic lead!" in 
the community. The editor of the ·local 
Paper, about the size of the News Olronicle, 
J'eCl)glliied the· impact that a llellSatiODal 
tront--page ·story would hav"e on the couiniu­
nily. He tempered his judgment by writing 
a low-key, factqal article which· was read 
and ~ with disbelief in many home>. · 
j\'beil.the OJ!Be.came !<> c<l!irt. all.tbe.fact.. 
!'~> brQughl;.~t ana the. Judge J>!aced the· ·rmm .. oo:: pioJ;ation· Stiliject :to .poycbialric 

~=Jit/~i~theed~~·~~~'J~~ 
~ject !ft· a cpmmunlty newsJiaper. The 
..... was. reii!Ov"!! from his.Y Job, .but afteT 
treatment lit took his plaCe· as a nonnal 

. member ot:.ociety. Many humbas, regard­
less of their Cl>lling in llf'e, are subject to 
character impenections. These people need 

. to be beli>ed, nOt deatroyed by publicity. Let 
tho judicial system analyze the facts first to 

,=.J~~ ~e and then you 
_ ·It ~ ·a sad· .. COIO!IleDtary on AMerican· 
journalism when any. newspaper bas to 
exploit J:!lf.t apparent actions. of a sick mind 

. 'ln order to attract readership, especially 
*-ben.·~ editor woriden ••if people read 
liJlytbjng else.'. 
;. GEORGE THOMAS, 
; . Thousand Oaks. 

SLAM clarified . . . . 
Editor, News Chronicle: 

' Regarding the letter by Tom Puth (l'eb. 
1) I would like 'to clarify a couple of points. 

. . In his letter, Pull! states: "SLAM is made 
· · Up of paients whO have had convicted cases 

:Of ~ · ~tu{e. To utter the word 'molest' to 
-~_people. triggers thoughts of their own 
'hardships. The views of SLAM can only be 
bo.e-sided.'.' . . . 

l·am a member of SLAM"iuui have two 
small boys. Neither of theudiave ever been 
:nlo~ n0C have I Or any member of my 

· family, To my· knowledge; the 20 to 30 
people most.actively. involved with SLAM in 
,~:on.~·ve. n~~ bad pr~ with 

, We are not' a. hunCh of ·ranaUcs out to 'jail 
·every person who smileS at a child. We are 
simply parent. who are very concerned at 
the .high incidence of child moleatings and 
_want ·to help· .decrease ~nd .prevent repeat 
offenses through stiffer lawa. 
· Children are vulnerable victims. In their 
innocence they trust most adults. Adults. 
~ean auth9fity: Adults ·mean love, reward, 
pualshmen~ approval-,. so many aspects of 
adulthood that can be used to nianipuiste a 
dllid. . 
· Children ·are. in the tender pl'OC1SS of 
developing and forming the attitudes and 
~ues they- wjll have for life. AbUSe at this 
stage ha5 serioWJ and long-ieaching effects. 

It is crucial that we listen to and Show 
love to our cbidren and do all we can to add 
to their protection. How can we hope for a 
_stable, W)ill-adjusted future society If we 
doo't jilace more impurtan<;e oo their deve~ 
opment of healthy attitUdes? 
•. ·As far as tbe Father Roemer case goes, I 
am personally· not conv.icting the man 
(whether I be alfiliated with SLAM or not). 
That would Simply be unfair. ·But i~ would 
be equally unfair to discard the boYl!' story 
·out of band. NOthing bas. been proven one 
:Way or the other. Isn't this why we. have a 

iudida! SYStem - to try to acceois the trufti 
and dispense just!ce1 So lei's be fair to 
everyone· and keep an open mind Wltil the 
ITutb come& forth. . . . . 

MRS. KATHl( AUSTEN, . 
Th0038Jid0ak:o. 

Unenviable ~osition · 
Editor, News· Otronicle: · , 

~t must come as no -~ock that your 

:'!&bl~ ::. ~~e:;:n;r; ~~a: 
~on ... to your coverage bas been In~ ahd 
at ~eS vi,rulent. · But there are isSues 
involved that most of yoilr critics fail to 
~n.!fid~r. ·. .· 
· ~ cases I~ this have ~n covered in 

··your :paper, mallt with .llie same or even 
greater, prominence. n is hard, however, to 

·' iniagine a ease with the~onal.pOtential 
of:,tbis ooe,-becall3e of the involvement of a 
priest That :seems. to have doud.i4. ·the 
issues of responsibility' .and propriety that 
an· editor must· corisider; While the Fint 
Amendment' allows _ibe press !re.dom .to 

. select its subject Q>alter and the coverage 
given l~ it alJio lmpoBOs an obligation, In 
•exactly the same sense, though not to the 
same degree as the Watergate or Abacam 
stori.,_ ThoUgh dlJioimilar in subject, they 
are jmportant in that no one, not ·the 
government. Dot ~e groups, .DOt ~eri 
private clti<ens has tbe right to pnlllcribe 
11-bat the _reat of uo shall know. Certaihly, 
there are always gr~ ·who would like to 
restrict coverage of their own aCtiVities. 
Any resjloosible paper should· never back 
away from a story because Of its emotional 
<:ODtent. 

When any paper. abuses the rights guoran­
teed by the l'ir:rt. Amendment; it' is the 
resPOnsibility of all of us to stop supporting 
you. You have not abuoed tbuoe rights. It 
must have been with a terrible sense of 
sadofiSS that you decided to g<>abead with 
yoUr ~erage of. the Father Roemer .story. 

·And it Would seem. that you feel obligated to 
fulfill yo~ r-esponsibilities ~·the amount 
of le~. critical of that coverage. 
.~a follow-up article, concernJ.ng another 

inveatigatioo ol ·Father· Roemer, it was 
stated.thot any 6- or 7-year-<Jid cOOld not 
make up such an acco~t of sexual ~ 
ter. But that encounter could haVe taken· 
plac~ with someone other than FBtber 
Roemer, and been confused in the :child's 
mind, ·tor Whatever reasons. I must ta"ke 

·issue with·· you" on the inclusion of • that 
paragra~ in your coVerage: rt would have 

.in no way harmed the thoroughries:s of your 
reporting to have deleted it. · 

It is certslnly understandable tha,f the 
Sberifl's department bas refused to rei...,. 
the identity of the child and his famtly who 
bave brought the charges. Judging rrom the 
reaction so fart it woti.Id n:ot be out of the 
question for p,..,ure to be brought against 
that family. It would be tragic if Father 
Roemer is in facl_innocen~ and this incident 
deatroys him through a false conviction. But 
wouldn't ·it be just as tragic, and as 
horrible, if he is guilty, .and public outcry 
frightens witoesses from tellinl!' their story? 
And "the man would not get the help he 
needs if be is indeed guilty. 

Some people .&eem to interpret this as an 
attack on their religiouS beliefs. It is not 
such an. attack. Father Roemer is a man, 
and just migbt be :IS frail as any of the rest 
of us. One can only hope that the truth will 
ultimately be known. 

DON HUNT, 
Newbury Park. 

(With this letter, we will suspend publica~ 
lion of letters on the subject pending furthi!r 
developments. -EDITOR) 
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MICHAEL D. BPADBURY 
District Attorney 
JOSEPH E. TAYLOR 
Deputy District Attorney 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, CA 93009 

Telephone (805) 654-2518 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

SUPERIOR COURT OF-CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF VENTURA 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ) 
. ) ·COURT NO. 

Plaintiff, ) 
) 

vs. . ) STATE~£NT OF FACTS 
) 

DONALD P~.TRICI< ROE!"!ER, ) 
) 

Defendant. ) 

----------------------~----~------) 
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1 

·2 INTRODUCTION 

3 The following "Statement of Facts" prepared by the People 

4 of the State of California includes all statements taken in 

5 the case by investigators of the Ventura County Sheriff's 

6 Department and the Ventura County District Attorney's Office. 

7 The material is organized by the order of the charges 

8 filed in the Information; and statements relating to uncharged 

9 victims are included under the heading "Additional Victims." 

10 A verbatim transcript of the statement of Donald Patrick 

11 Roemer is marked Exhibit "A," attached, and incorporated 

12 herein by reference. 

13 This "Statement of Facts" is submitted by the People of 

14 the State of California as proof of the factual basis of the 

15 pleas of nolo contendere by Donald Patrick Roemer to Counts I, 

16 li, and III of the Information. 
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1 STATEHENT OF FACTS 

2 

3 COUNT I : REDACTED 

4 On January 26, 1981, the Ventura County Sheriff's 

5 Office, East Valley Station, received a report of a possible 
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child molest from a M.rs. ,REDACTED . REDACTED 

REDACTED '• 

Deputy Bruce McDowell responded to the call. He reported: 

On 1-26-81 at about 1935 hours, I arrived at the 
victim's home re: a possible child molest. I 
contacted the victim's parents who gave this 
account: Mr. REDACTED. told me that on 1/26/81 at 
about 1800 hours, victim REDACTED and the family were 
eating dinner. REDACTED told the family about the 
following incident: On 1/26/81, REDACTED went to CCD 
classes. Suspect, Father Patrick Roemer, asked 

REDACTED1 tb look at some old pictures. REDACTED said 
that Father Roemer rubbed REDACTED stomach and then 
his "doofer." Mr. REDACTED told me that "doofer" 
means penis in their family. REDACTED said tha!: 
Father Roemer- started to shake. REDACTED said he was 
scared. 

Hrs. REDACTED told me that REDACTED has a teacher and 
a helper ~n the CCD class. They are Mrs. REDACTED 

REDACTED and Mrs. REDACTED (See F/U Det. REDACTED 
for phone.) Mrs. REDACTED said she called Mrs. 

REDACTED and told her about the incident. Mrs. 
REDACTED advised Mrs. REDACTED to call the church 
and talk to the senior priest about it. I talked 
to the victim, REDACTED a 7,-year-old boy with blond 
hair and blue eyes. I first showed REDAcTED my black 
flashlight and asked him what color it was. He 
said it was black. I asked him if I would be 
lying if I said the flashlight was yellow and he 
said yes. I asked if it was wrong to tell a lie 
and he said yes. I asked REDACTED if he would tell 
the truth and he said yes. Again, I stressed the 
importande of telling the truth. 

REDACTED gave the following account: Today ( 1/26/81) , 
his teacher, Mrs. REDACTED picked up REDACTED and 
drove him to CCD classes. The children play in 
the yard for awhile and then go to class. REDACTED 
put his books down on a bench away from the other 
kids; however, Father Roemer carne out of his 
office and asked REDACTEDto come inside and look at 
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some pictures. REDACTEDwent into the office and 
Father Roemer sat in a chair near a desk. Father 
Roemer lifted REDACTED Up and placed REDACTED on the 
Father's leg·, far enough back so that REDACTED was 
close to the Father's chest. 

Father Roemer showed REDACTED a book with pictures 
from when Father Roemer went to school. REDACTED 
said it was the kind of book where everyone in the 
class takes pictures together. I asked if he 
meant a school yearbook and he said yes. While 
looking at the book, Father Roemer put his hand 
under REDACTED; T-shirt and started to rub REDACTED 
stomach. I asked REDACTED to show me by ·rubbing his 
own stomach. REDACTED made slow circular movements 
on his stomach. REDACTED said that Father Roemer 
rubbed REDACTED stomach for about one-half minute. 
Father Roemer then slid his hand down intoREDACTED 
pants and inside REDACTED nnnArpants. Father 
Roemer started to rub REDACTED doofer. Father 
Roemer rubbedREDACTED doofer for a couple of 
minutes and then Father Roemer started shaking. 
His hands and legs were shaking and Father Roemer 
said, "I'm cold." REDACTED told me it \'Y'as hot in the 
room and that Father Roemer was wearing a jacket 
or coat. REDACTED told me that he became scared and 
asked Father Roemer if he could go now. Father 
Roemer said, "Okay." 

REDACTEDL went toward his class and on the way he told 
his friend, REDACTE!J" that Father Roemer had shown 
him some pictures. 

I asked REDACTED where his "doofer" was and he pointed 
to his crotch area where his penis would be. I 
asked REDACTED if he could tell me another name for 
doofer, but he seemed too embarrassed. I asked 
him if he used his doofer to go to the bathroom 
and he said yes. .. 

I put my pencil on the kitchen table and told 
REDACTED to pretend that my pencil was REDACTEDs doofer 
and to show me how Father Roemer rubbed REDACTED 
doofer. REDACTED made several short, fast strokes 
on the pencil. 

! talked to Mrs.REDACTED. again and she added that 
Father Roemer was very friendly with children and 
has taken several groups on field trips. F~ther 
Roemer is the youth minister and active with all 
the youth sports activities. Father Roemer was 
not very involved in adult activities. 

I contacted Det. K. Mcilvain and told her the 
above info. She called the church and left a 
message for Father Roemer. 
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On 1/26/81 at about 2230 hours, Father Roemer 
called the East Valley Sheriff's Station. I 
called Det. Mcilvain at Los Robles and she advised 
to ask Father Roemer to come to the station. I 
told Father Roemer we were investigating a case 
and we would appreciate it if he could come down 
right away. Father Roemer said he wasn't busy and 
would come to the station. He didn't ask why. 

REDACTEDhad told me that this had never happened 
before and that he never saw anyone else go into 
the office with Father Roemer before. 

REDACTED said no one else witnessed the incident. 

9 On January 26, 1981, Det. Kelli Mcilvain of the East 

10 Valley station responded to the REDACTED residence for. the 

11 purpose of reinterviewing REDACTED Det. Mcilvain 

12 reported: 

13 Following conversation with Deputy REDACTED , I 
requested he have the victim and parents come to 

14 the EVSO for interview. They arrived a few minutes 
before 9 p.m. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

VictimREDACTED , 7-1/2 years, DOB: 
REDACTED. said that today while at St. Paschal's 
Church, T.O., about 3:30p.m., just prior to CCD 
classes (religious instruction), suspect asked him 
into a small office saying, "Do you want to see 
some pictuies." The victim sat on the priest's 
lap as the priest showed him pictures from a book. 
(Described like a school yearbook.} As the boy 
looked at the book, the suspect put his hand 
inside the victim's shirt and rubbed his abdomen 
and chest area. Suspect then put his hand inside 
victim's clothing and rubbed his doofer (penis). 
The suspect began shaking very hard and said ~o 
the victim, "It's cold in here." The victim 
finally asked the suspect if he could leave and 
the suspect said yes. After he got outside the 
office, he told Mrs. REDACTED 
that Father Roemer had shown him some pictures. 
He then went to ceo class which starts at 3:45 p.m. 
He told his parents what had occurred at dinner. 
Victim also said the suspect kissed him on the 
neck, near the right ear, as he was rubbing him. 
The whole incident lasted about five minutes. 

Mrs. REDACTED said she phoned REDACTED (CCD 
teacher) after learning what occurred and Mrs. 
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REDACTED recalled REDAcTED telling her that Father 
Roemer had shown him pictures. REDACTED after 
hearing Mrs. REDACTED ; information, told her she -
would contact ,REDACTED • an active church 
member, to'see-~h~t ~h~~ld.be done about the 
information. Mrs. REDACTED recontacted Mrs. 

REDACTED saying REDACTED said the police should be 
notified. 

Mrs. REDACTED had already decided to phone the · 
police. 

Prior to the interviews with the REDACTED , I 
phoned the church and left a message with Father 

REDACTEp to have Father Roemer phone me 
as soon as possible. 

The suspect returned the call around 2245 hours. 
Deputy REDACTED talked with him and asked if he 
could come to EVSO. He said he would. 

STATEMENT OF DONALD PATRICK ROEMER 

Detective Mcilvain's report continues: 

I interviewed suspect in the EVSO on tape, 
following Hiranda waiver, approximately 2300 hours. 

Donald Patrick Roemer, DOB: 3-17-44, 36 years, 
REDACTED T.o. w-496-0222. L-495-8717. 
Following is a narrative summary of taped 
interview. 

The suspect, who has been a Catholic priest for 11 
years, said that everything that REDACTED 
said was probably true. Today, 1-26-81 around 
3:30p.m., he asked the boy into the teachers' 
lounge on churchgrounds, .had him sit on his lap, 
stroked his stomach, abdomen, and genitals. He 
also had the boy stand up next to him for awhile 
and stroked his penis. As the boy was sitting on 
his lap, he did begin to shake. He did make a 
remark about it being cold to cover up for the 
shaking. The suspect did have an erection and an 
ejaculation resultant from the fondling. The 
victim asked if he could go out to play and Father 
Roemer said yes. The total time suspect was 
stroking victim was about two minutes. When asked 
if he kissed the victim, he said he didn't recall, 
but if the victim said he kissed him, then he did. 
The suspect said he knew when the boy left the 
office that he would be found out. He also heard 
the victim yell to Hrs. REDACTED that Father 
Roemer had just shown him pictures. 
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Suspect said he has been struggling with feelings 
of a homosexual nature since he was young and 
sought assistance while assigned to a parish in 
Santa Barbara through a church psychologist. 

The suspect also admitted that information given 
by REDACTED was true and did occur on 1-18-81. 
(See statements of REDACTED under Count II.) 

Also on 1-19-81, while in the teachers~ lounge at 
3:30p.m., he rubbed the stomach, chest, and 
underarm area of REDACTED , 6th grade, 11 years. 
(See statements of REDACTED_ under Count III.) 

Two weeks ago, 1;...12-81, teachers·' lounge, he rubbed 
stomach, chest of REDACTED - -- · 7-1/2 years. 
(See statements of under 
Count IV.) 

Father Roemer took a group of boys on a trip to 
San Diego during the week following Christmas, 
1980. They stayed in one hotel room with two 
double beds. During this trip, at night, believing 

REDACTED_ _. 14 years, to be asleep next to him in the 
bed, he touched his genitals. · 

Also during this trip, while sleeping with REDAcTED 

REDACTED , 14 years, he attempted to touch his 
genitals, but the boy had not been asleep. He got 
out of the bed and went and laid down on the 
floor. The suspect asked him what was wrong and 
the boy replied, "You felt too low." The suspect 
then told the boy he would never do anything like 
that (to cover up his actions) and thatthe boy 
was wrong about his intentions. (See statements 
of REDACTED under Count VII. ) 

The suspect also related that he had use of a 
ranch in Fillmore, via relatives, from approximately 
August 1979 to August 1980 where he often took 
boys for the weekend or.overnight. They would 
sleep in sleepinq bags on the livinq room floor. 

REDACTED 13 years, and REDACTED 

14 years, on separate occasions {one time each) 
were stroked on stomach and chest area. (See 
statements of REDACTED _. pages 28 to 30 1 

and REDACTED , pages 31 to 32.) 

He stroked genitals and stomach of REDACTED 
14 years, while asleep at the ranch on one, maybe 
two occasions. (See statement of REDACTED 
page~- 30.) 

He also stroked stomach, chest area of REDACTED 

REDACTED two or three times in the teachers ' lounge 
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' ·~ 

on churchgrounds. 

The suspect was very cooperative, appeared truthful. 
He said he usually had an erection during the 
stroking activity and sometimes he ejaculated. 

Suspect placed under arrest and booked EVSO. 
Attached are photos of children in his wallet. 
Red arrow is photo of REDACTED , victim *2. 

In a report prepared by Detective Hcilvain on January 29, 

1981, she stated: 

On January 29, 1981, approximately 1615 hours, at 
the direction of Deputy District Attorney REDACTED 

REDAS.TED • and while my conversation of 1/26/81 with 
suspect Donald Patrick Roemer was still fresh in 
my mind, I listened to the taped recording of that 
conversation. The following is my word-for-word 
accounting of the conversation from its beginning 
through the Hiranda waiver. All responses of · 
suspect are underl~ned. Hy statement/questions 
are in quotes. 

"I don't know if you are aware of the fact that 
there is a family in Thousand Oaks that has a 
young boy that is giving information accusing you 
of child molest. The information was given this 
evening and I felt like we should try to get in 
touch \vith you as soon as we possibly could because 
of the sensitivity of it. What is your whole 
name, Father? .. 

Donald Patrick Roemer. 

"And your date of birth?" 

Harch 17 , ' 4 4. 

"Making you" 

36. 

"And your residence address?" 

REDACTED 

11 Do you have your own phone there?" 

Yes. Well, there's a house phone and I have a 
private phone. The house phone is REDACTED 

liThe house phone is kind of like a work phone 
isn't it?" 
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It's a work phone and I have a private line. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

"I 1 d like to talk to you about the information 
given, but I have to read you your rights because 
at this point you are a suspect in the crime of 
child molest. Okay." 

Yes (suspect nods yes) 

"You understand that you're suspected of committing 
the crime of child molest? Do you understand?" 

(Suspect nods head) Inaudible yes. 

"You have the right to remain silent. Do you 
understand?" 

UmmHmrn. 

"If you give up that rlghtr anything you say can 
and will be used against you in a court of law. 
Do you understand?" 

(Suspect nods yes) Inaudible yes. 

"You have the right to talk to a lawyer and have 
him present with you before and while being questioned. 
Do you understand?" 

(Suspect nods head) Inaudible yes. 

"If you cannot afford to hire a lawyer, one will 
be appointed to represent you before any questioning 
at no cost to you, if you wish one. Do you underst;and?" 

(Suspect nods yes} Inaudible yes. 

"Do you understand all of these rights (cough/ 
excuse me) that I have explained to you? 

(Suspect nods yes} Inaudible yes. 

"Do you have any questions about these rights?" 

No, I don't think so. 

''Having these rights in mind 1 do you wish to give 
up these rights and talk to me about the charge 
against you?" 

I'd rather talk to you. 

"You would?" 
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Yes. 

"Okay." 

11 Do you know a boy by the name of REDACTED ?" 

4 The interview was approximately 60 minutes long, 
only the first 3Q minutes were recorded on tape. 

5 On the tape, suspect discussed activity with bot~ 
REDACTED boys, victim REDACTED . and REDACTED_, Off. 

6 tape, but during second part of interview, he 
discussed victims REDACTED ~ in San Diego, 

7 REDACTED and REDACTED-- in Fillmore. 

8 A verbatim transcript of the 30-minute taped portion of 

9 the interview by Detective Kelli Mcilvain of Donald Patrick 

RCALA 007776 

10 Roemer on January 26, 1981 is marked Exhibit 1'A, 11 attached, and 

11 fully incorporated herein by reference in-this 11 Statement of 

12 Facts, 11 

13 On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 
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Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED and reported: 

On February- 4, 1981 at approximately 5 p.m., 
I interviewed REDACTED in the company of both 
parents at his residence. Deputy District 
Attorney REDACTED was present and participated 
in the interview. 

REDACTED is a 7-year-old, 2nd grade student at 
University Elementary School in Thousand Oaks. 
He attends CCD classes at St. Paschal's Church 
and has done so for three years. His CCD 
teacher is ~~&.~T'E'Dc" who also transports 
him-to and from class. 

REDACTED related the following information: I see 
Father Roemer every time I go to CCD classes. 
He always hugs me and kisses me on the head. 
On January 26, 1981, when I got to CCO class, 
Father Roemer carne up and hugged me. He had a 
book in his hand and said, "Corne into the room 
where the teachers meet (teachers' lounge) and 
look at some pictures. 11 

\1:hen we got in there, he picked me up and put 
me on his lap. He was holding the book and 
rubbing my "wiener. 11 fie told me to stand up 
because it would be easier. He started shaking 
after he started rubbing my "wiener." I asked 
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him why he was shaking and he said because he 
was cold. He still had his hand under my pants 
and I asked him if I could go outside. He 
said, "Sure 11 and took his hand out of my pants. 

I went outside and told 11rs. REDACTED that 
Father Roemer had shown me some pictures and 
tickled my chest. 

When I got home and was eating dinner, I told my 
Mom and Dad what had happened. I felt like a 
"tattletale" for telling them. 

I have never seen Father Roemer shake like that 
before. When he was rubbing my "wiener," I 
didn't tell him to stop because I was afraid. 

On February 12, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED by telephone. 

12 Investigator Smart reported: 

13 On February 12, 1981 at appro*imately 8 a.m., 
I telephoned the above witness regarding an 

14 incident that occurred on January 26, 1981 
involving Father Roemer and REDACTED 
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Mrs. REDACTED is a teacher at St. Paschal.' s 
Church in Thousand Oaks. She transports 
several children to and from CCD classes, 
inc! uding REDACTED and REDACTED , and REDACTED 
REDACTED . 

Mrs. REDACTED related the following information: 

On January 26, 1981, I drove REDACTED and ~~A£~~o 
REDACTED to CCD classes at St. Paschal's Church. 
When we arrived, the boys got out of the car 
and walked toward their classrooms. I 'I.ITent to 
my classroom an~ then went to the supply room 
to get some supplies for my class. 

As I was returning from the supply room, en route 
to my classroom, REDACTED came up to me and told me 
that Father Roemer had taken him into his office 
and had shown him some pictures. I made some 
appropriate comment, like, "That's nice," or 
something like that. 

At that moment, Father Roemer 'I.~Taiked up and asked 
me what REDACTED had told me. Father Roemer asked if 

REDACTED had told me that he had shown him some 
pictures. The discussion was brief as it was time 
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for classes to start and REDACTED and I left for our 
classroom. L---d.i-d not--notice anything unusual 
about ·-REDACTED that- day;- but I do .recall. he _may_ have 

-...been nervous during class.· He had to leave the 
'Classroom twice __ that day to go to the bathroom, 
· which is unusual for REDACTED 

~.n ... _:r;:etrospect, r-. guess_ -i_t w~s unusual· for Father 
-:Roemer to walK up to me- and ask what REDACTED had 
-said to ·-mE'!. -_Fa 'thEn:.: ·Roemer:-ustia:lly .does not--walk. 
. up-to adults and talk ·to them. He spends the 
~·-majority- of· his t-ime with -kids. 

I know REDACTED quite well and I know in my heart he 
would not fabricate a story or lie about what has 
happened. 

I have been very concerned about the entire 
incident because of the impact it has had on the 
community, the church, the young boys involved, 
and Father Roemer. I have a young son who is 
involved in the church and also attends ceo 
classes. I have questioned him about Father 
Roemer and he has denied that anything like that 
has happened or has been attempted. i feel confident 
he is being truthful. 

15 COUNT II: REDACTED 
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On January 26, 1981, vso Deputy Bruce· McDowell .· ... 

interviewed REDACTED (REDACTED. brother), 10 years, 

DOB: REDACTED , and reported: 

He related that on l/19/81, while suspect was 
hearing his confession, the suspect rubbed 
his stomach, chest; and underarm area (touching 
skin under his shirt) . The suspect. artd REDAcTED 

were sitting side-by-side in chairs. The 
suspect also kissed him on the right ear twice. 

On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator Pete 

Smart interviewed REDACTED and reported: 

11/11 

On February 4, 1901 at approximately 5:50 p.m., 
I interviewed REDACTED in the company of both parents 
at his residence. Deputy District Attorney REDACTED 

RE~ACTEDwas present and participated in the 
interview. 
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REDACTED is 10 years old and is a 5th grade 
student at University Elementary School in 
Thousand Oaks. He is Catholic and attends 
St. Paschalls Church. He also attends CCD 
classes at the church on each Monday afternoon 
and is transported to and from the class by 
Mrs. REDACTED 

REDACTED related the following information: 

On January 19, 1981, my entire CCD class went 
to confession. The confession was with Father 
Roemer who instructed me to sit on a bench in 
the confessional. Father Roemer sat beside me. 
He hugged me and kissed my right ear two times. 
At the same time, he put his hand under my 
shirt and started rubbing my stomach, chest 
and under my arm. Be continued rubbing for 
30-45 seconds and then stopped. 

I finished with confession and left. I did.not 
tell anyone what Father Roemer had done until 

REDACTED told my parents v1hat had happened to him. 
Father Roemer has not done any thing like that 
to me before. 

15 COUNT III: REDACTED 

i6 On January 27, 1981, Sergeant Jack Hughes interviewed 
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REDACTED 12 years 1 DOB REDACTED , REDACTED 

REDACTED Thousand Oaks, REDACTED Seraeant Hughes reported: 
REDACTED 

REDACTED interviewed 1/27/81. 
told me he attends catechism classes at St. 
Paschal's Church every Monday from 1600'hours to 
1700 hours. He first denied going into a teachers' 
lounge, but then stated he did after his mother 
described the room. This interview was recorded 
and REDACTED mother and father was present. He said 
that Father Roemer talked to him about how he was 
doing in school. He denied sitting on Father 
Roemer's lap. He told me he was afraid of getting 
Father Roemer in trouble. He did say that some­
times he (Father Roemer) put his hands under his 
REDACTED shirt. Father Roemer scratching under 
his arm. RE~~TED denies that Father Roemer scratched _ 
or rubbed his chest. He did say that he rubbed 
his stomach once. He didn't remember when. REDACTED 

then said he didn't want to talk about it anymore. 
His mother inquired as to why and he replied he 
just didn't want to talk about it. 
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His parents told me they would call me if REDAcTED told 
them anymore. REDACTED father if REDAcrEcREDACTED . 

On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED Investigator Smart 

5 reported: 

6 

7 

8 
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On February 4, 1981 
interviewed REDACTED 
at his residence in 
Attorney REDACTED 

in the interview. 

at approximately 3:30p.m., I 
in the presence of his mother 
Thousand Oaks. Deputy District 
was present and participated 

REDACTED~ is 12 years old. He is a 6th grade student 
at Acacia Elementary School in Thousand Oaks. He 
is Catholic and attends St. Paschal's Church and 
CCD classes in Thousand Oaks. He has been a 
member of St. Paschal's Church.for approximately 
five years. Through his association with the 
church, he is acquainted with the defendant, 
Father Roemer. 

REDACTEQ related the following information: 

On January 5, 1981, while attending CCD classes on 
the churchgrounds, I was·talking to Father Roemer 
about my new school. I was telling him that 
nobody there liked me and that was bothering me. 
Father Roemer said he knew that and asked me to go 
into the teachers' lounge with him to talk about 
it. 

We went into the teachers' lounge and sat down on 
individual chairs. They were placed one behind 
the other. I sat down and Father Roemer sat 
directly behind me. We were talking about my new 
school. Father Roemer started rubbing my stomach 
and chest, under my shirt. He started shaking 
while he was rubbing me. He continued rubbing my 
stomach and chest for approximately five minutes. 
{At this point I asked him to estimate when five 
minutes had lapsed. we continued talking and REDACTED 

interrupted to tell me that five minutes had 
passed4 The actual time that had lapsed was five 
minutes and six seconds, as timed by REDACTED 

stopwatch. 

The next incident occurred the following week 
(January 12, 1981) at CCD classes. Father Roemer 
took me into the nurse's office. I thought he 
wanted to talk to me about my new school. I sat 
on a couch and Father Roemer sat behind me. He 
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started rubbing my chest and under my arms. His 
hand was under my shirt while he was rubbing. 
This lasted for about three minutes and Father 
Roemer was shaking while he rubbed me. We did not 
say anything about the rubbing, but I was a little 
concerned about it. 

On the following week (January 19, 1981) at CCD 
class, Father Roemer took me into the teachers' 
lounge to talk to.me about my new school. 

we sat in individual chairs again. Father Roemer 
sat behind me and put his hand under my shirt. 
He started rubbing my chest and under my arms. 
He was shaking, like he was nervous, while he 
rubbed me. This time it lasted about eight 
minutes. We talked about my new school and I 
looked at a magazine while Father Roemer was 
rubbing me. About two minutes after he stopped 
rubbing, the bell rang and I went to class. 

This is the last time anything happened. I did 
not see Father Roemer when I first went to class 
the next week (January 26, 1981}. REDACTED 

incident occurred on this date.) 

14 COUNT IV: REDACTED 
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On January 27, 1981, Sergeant Jack Hughes interviewed 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

, 8 years, REDACTED l, Thousand Oaks, 

Sergeant Hughes reported: 

REDACTED interview, 1/27/81. 
I talked With REDACTEDj With his father 1 REDA~TED 

REDACTED . present. The interview was 
recbrded. REDACTED· told me he attends catechism 
classes at St. Paschal's: Church. He attends 
class only on Hondays. He missed the class on 
Jan. 19, 81, but was there on .. lan. 12, 81. His 
father confirmed these dates asR~~~~-- was not 
sure of the dates. He told me sometimes he 
sits on Father Roemer's lap and they talk about 
football. He plays football for the Raiders. 

REDACTED l did not remember t>~hen he went to the 
teachers' lounge with Father Roemer, maybe two 
or three weeks ago. He said his father dropped 
him off and he went to the lounge with Father 
Roemer. They left the lounge prior to the class 
bell ringing. He said he did not go in with 
his shirt off. R~Qt-9TEQ .. said that in the lounge, 
Father Roemer rubbed his chest and stomach. I 
asked REDACTED to sh0\<1 me how· Father Roemer rubbed 
his chest. REDACTED pulled up his shirt and put 
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his hand under the shirt. He rubbed his 
breast and stomach. I asked him what that part 
of his body was called and he told me, "boobies." 
He then said that Father Roemer rubbed his 
boobies. He said Father Roemer never put his 
hand inside his pants and Father Roemer never 
asked him to touch any part of Father Roemer's 
body. He said that Father Roemer only rubbed 
his chest the one time in the room. REDACTED said 
that Father Roemer shivered like he was cold 
while rubbing him. Nobody was in the room when 
this occurred. He did not tell anyone what had 
happened and no one has told him it happened to 
them also. I asked REDACTED how long the Father 
rubbed him and he told me five minutes. I then 
asked R'EciA'cfE"o~~D to tell me about how long, to tell 
me when to stop timing him, when it had been as 
long as with the Father. REDACTED stopped mE;! 
around 40 seconds after I started timing him. 
He told me he did not tell Father Roemer t.o stop. 
I asked REDACTED if he knew what a lie was and he 
told me it is when you don't tell the truth. 

13 On Febr~ary 4, 1981 at approximately 1:10 p.m., Distric~ 

14 Attorney Investigator Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED 

15 Investigator Smarf reported: 

16 On February 4, 1981 at approximately 1:10 p.m., 
I interviet-1ed REDACTED[ in the presence of his 

17 father at his residence. Deputy District 
Attorney REDACTED was also present and 

18 participated in the interview. 

19 REDACTED is B years old and is a 2nd grade student 
at La Dera Elementary School in Thousand Oaks. 

20 He is Catholic and attends St. Paschal's Church 
and CCD classes. He is acquainted with Father 

21 Roemer through his association with the church. 

22 REDACTED related the following information: 

23 My Dad usually takes me to CCD classes and 
drops me off. vlhen I get there, I just walk 

24 around, usually by myself until class starts. 
I always see Father Roemer there. One day, 

25 Father Roemer walked up to me and said, "Hi." 
We started talking about football. Father Roemer 

26 said he had won trophies and asked me if I wanted 
to see them. We went into the teachers' lounge 

27 and he closed the door. Father Roemer asked me to 
sit down on the couch and he sat down beside me, 

28 about six inches away from.me. 
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We were talking about football and he showed me a 
medal he won in football. He stuck his hand under 
my shirt and started rubbing my stomach and chest, 
including my nipples. He asked me if it felt good 
and I said, "Kinda." 

Father Roemer had his hand on my leg while he was 
rubbing my stomach. He was shivering while rubbing 
my chest and stomach. He started shivering soon 
after he started rubbing my stomach. When his 
hand was on my leg, it was close to my privates, 
but he did not touch them. After Father Roemer 
stopped shivering, he told me I had better go out 
now because classes were about to start. 

I asked ~EpACTED if Father Roemer had ever done this 
to him before. He said that he had about seven 
times before, always outside on the churchgrounds 
while he was waiting for CCD classes to start. · 

R~C:~!~Q. __ said it only happened the one time in the 
teachers' lounge and that was the only time he was 
aware that Father Roemer shivered. 

REDACTED[ said that he felt that it was "weird or 
strange" that Father Roemer rubbed his stomach and 
he felt uncomfortable and thought it was wrong. 

15 COUNT V: REDACTED 

16 On January 28, 1981 at approximately 11 a.m., Detective 

17 · Kelli Hcilvain received a telephone call from Hrs. REDACTED 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

regarding her son, REDACTED Detective Mcilvain reported: 

Approximately 1100 hours, 1/28/81, I received a 
phone call from Mrs. REDACTED She related that 
she had taken her son, ~_!?~~lED . 11 years , to 
see suspect for some counseling around the middle 
of November 1980. The suspect arranged to take 
him to a drive-in movie the Saturday night after 
Thanksgiving, 11/29/80. The suspect picked him up 
about 8:30 p.m. and returned him early, around 10 
p.m. When REDACTED got home, he said he was tired 
and went right to bed. Either that same evening 
or the following day, she received a phone call 
from suspect. He said he just wanted to know how 

R~DACTED was doing. :t1rs. REDACTED thought suspect was 
just concerned. Another counseling appointment 
was made with suspect, but REDACTED refused to go to 
it. Then last niqht, following press article of 
suspect's arrest,REDACTED told her that while at the 
drive-in the suspect had touched his leg and he 

REDACTED moved to the far side of the car and kept 
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his coat pulled tightly around himself. After a 
while, he told the suspect he was tired and wanted 
to go home, to get away from the suspect. Mrs. 

REDACTED said she had talked with her son's pedia­
trician and that REDACTED has some emotional problems 
stemming from abuse by his natural father and the 
pediatrician recommended, and she concurred, that 
REDACTED was not at a state where he should be inter­
viewed. She went on to say she felt the whole 
thing should have been handled by the church. She 
knows the Roemer family and has felt physically 
ill ever since the news article came out. She was 
very upset on the phone, crying. She did say, 
near the end of the conversation, that she would 
talk to her husband and possibly consider an 
interview at a later date (Mrs.REDACTED husband 
had phoned me 1127181 and advised his stepson 
could possibly have some information regarding the 
case and he said his wife would bring him in for . 
an interview at 1 p.m., 1128181). 

The District Attorney's Office made repeated efforts to 

interview both Hrs. REDACTED and REDACTED , but permission 

was refused by Mrs. REDACTED She stated that her son's 

RCALA 007784 

15 emotional condition was too precarious to permit such interviews, 

16 and she had been advised byR~~~~Q _ pediatrician to avoid the 

11 trauma of testifying in court. Mrs. REDACTED refused to 

18 disclose the name of the doctor, and refused the offer of the 

19 District Attorney's Office to put her doctor in contact with 

20 Dr. REDACTED of the Harbor-UCLA Medical Center so that 

21 the pediatrician would havethe benefit of expert advice and 

22 consultation in order to properly assess what the effects of 

23 testifying would be on REDACTED Shortly before the scheduled 

24 preliminary hearing of March 3, 1981, Hrs. REDACTED retained 

25 Attorney REDACTED ahd directed the Oistrict Atto~n~y 1 s 

26 Office to deal with him. 

21 IIIII 

28 IIIII 

-17-

5535 

CCI 002620 



1 COUNT VI : REDACTED 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

i9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

On January 28, 1981, Detective Kelli Mcilvain interviewed 

REDACTED 12 years, DOB REDACTED, REDACTED Thousand 

Oaks, REDACTED Detective Hcilvain reported: 

REDACTED 12 years, DOB REDACTED -, ~-, - -, REDACTED 
Thousand Oaks, REDACTED 

Above witness interviewed on tape 1/28/81 at 1530 
hours in presence of his mother, REDACTED 

He said that during the summer 1980, he attended 
REDACTED . _ Sports Camp held at St. Paschal'S 
School. It was held from Monday through Friday 
from about 8:30 ~.m. to 1 p.m. He missed Monday's 
session. On Tuesday, his first day at the camp, 
the suspect stood close behind him, wrapped his 
arms around his chest area, leaned his (suspect) 
head down, chin resting on witness' head and was 
talking to him. This made R_E,SJACTED : nervous and 
uncomfortable. For the rest of Tuesday he tried 
to avoid suspect. When his Mom picked him up 
Tuesday afternoon, he told her that he didn't want 
to return to the camp and explained what suspect 
had done. His r1om told him to avoid the suspect 
and she would come to the field early to pick him 
up every day and watch him. On Wednesday, witness 
felt like the suspect was looking for him all day. 
At one point, whQle witness was playing soccer, 
suspect came up to him and said, "You can't get 
away from me." On Thursday, while witness was 
playing football, the suspect told the witness 
that the witness was a pretty good runner and when 
he (suspect) was in school, he was a good runner 
too. Re asked the witness to come to his office 
sometime and look at his sports pictures in his 
high school yearbook. 

On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED Investigator Smart 

24 reported: 

25 On February 4, 1981 at approximately 9:30 a.trt., I 
interviewed RE~ACTED at the East Valley Sheriff's 

26 Office in the presence of his mother, REDAcTED. 

Deputy District Attorney REDACTEP · was present 
27 during the interview. REDACTED is a 7th grade student 

at Ascension Luther.;;tfi School in Thousand Oaks. 
28 
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REDACTED t · d d · h · · · 1 ' h _ . was ques ~one regar ~ng ~s ~nvo vement w~t 
the defendant, Father Donald Patrick Roemer. He 
related the following information: I attended the 

REDACTED Sports Camp at St. Paschal's Church 
in Thousand Oaks on June 16 through June 21, 1980. 
Father Roemer was present each day that I attended. 
I was acquainted with Father Roemer, having first 
met him >'lhile playing flag football in October 
1979, but had no previous personal contact with 
him. 

On June 17 1 1980, while at the sports camp, Father 
Roemer came over to a bench where I was sitting 
with three or four other boys. He said, "Hi, 
how's it going?" and sat down between me and 
another boy. He put his arm around my shoulder 
and started asking questions. He asked me what my 
name was, how old I was, what my favorite sport 
was, and other similar questions. While he was 
sitting there, his body was in contact with mine 
and on at least two occasions, he placed his head 
next to mine. His face would be very close to 
mine when his head was leaning on my shoulder and 
he would turn to talk to me. 

Father Roemer said I was a nice boy and that I 
could run very fast. At that point I got up and 
went out to play basketball. While playing ball, 
I saw Father Roemer put his head on the shoulder 
of some other boys that were sitting on the bench. 
I didn't see Father Roemer anymore that day. 

When my Mom picked me up that day, I told her I 
didn't want to go back because the priest was 
doing weird things. After I told her about what 
Father Roemer was doing, we stayed there for 
awhile and watched him. 

Mrs. REDACTED interjec:ted that ·she. watched 
Father Roemer go from child to child, hugging 1 

touching, and kissing them.· She saw him rubbing 
their faces, heads and upper bodies. The kids 
appeared to try to get away from him, but he would 
resist their attempts. Mrs. REDACTEostated her 
observations made her very concerned about Father 
Roemer's conduct and felt he was overly friendly. 

REDACTED · continued: I returned to the sports camp on 
June 18, but did not see Father Roemer on that 
day. On June 19, at about 11:30 a.m., I was 
getting ready to play soccer. I saw Father Roemer 
and tried to avoid him. He pursued me and said, 
"You can't get away from me." He came up behind 
me and wrapped his arms around me and put his chin 
on my shoulder. I started to walk away from him 
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and he walked with me, still holding that position. 
He was talking to REDACTED and I pulled away 
from him. I was under the impression that Father 
Roemer's behavior was similar to that of a homosexual. 

When the activities were over for that day, I went 
to the front of the church and waited for my ride. 
I was sitting on a bench when Father Roemer came 
up and sat very close to me. His body was touching 
mi.ne and he put his arm around my shoulder. He 
kept his arm around me until some other boys came 
up and started talking to him. The kids and 
Father Roemer left and I was picked up shortly 
thereafter. 

On June 20, 1981, I returned to the sports camp 
and ran the 50-yard dash. Father Roemer came up 
and said, "You run very fast." He said that he 
was a runner in high school and said, "Someday you 
can come over and look at my annual." I said, 
"yeah, sure," in-a low voice, expressing reluctance. 
Father Roemer said, "See you later 1 " and walked 
away. I think he knew I was reluctant. 

In October 1980, I saw Father Roemer when I was 
signing up for flag football at Thousand Oaks Higl:J. · 
School. I hid from him, not wanting him to see me 
because I was afraid of him. 

I saw him one time after that in January 1981 at 
the Westlake Theatre. He was there with a young 
boy and did not see me. I have not ·seen him since 
that time. 

RCALA 007787 
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On January 27, 1981, Detective Kelli Hcilvain interviewed 

REDACTED . 14 years 1 DOB: REDACTED ~EDACTED _ 

Violeta, Thousand Oaks, REJ:?.A(;TED- _-

Detective Mcilvain reported: 

Above victim interviewed on tape· in presence of 
his father, REDACTED , approximately 1930 
hours. 

He related that he, REDACTED and ,REDACTED 

went to San Diego with suspect from December 26, 
1980 t.o December 30, 1980, from Friday to the 
following Tuesday. They stayed in a Holiday Inn 
in a room with two double beds. The evening of 
December 2 6 , 19 8 0 , REDACTED s 1 ept in one bed with 
suspect. The next three nights, December 27, 28, 
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29, 1980, REDACTED slept in the bed with suspect. 
On Saturday night, December 27, 1980, REDACTED 
recalls the suspect and boys laid in bed (actually 

REDACTED slept on the floor the whole four 
nights) and talked until about 0100 (December 28, 
1980). This was the first time REDACTED slept with 
suspect. As they were all talking, suspect was 
rubbing his chest, underarm and stomach area. 
About 1 a.m., they quit talking and decided to go 
to sleep. The suspect was still rubbing and as he 
began rubbing REDACTED lower stomach area, REDACTED 
got up out of the bed and went and laid down on 
the floor. The suspect got out of bed and sat on 
the floor next to REDACTED. Suspect asked him what 
was wrong. REDACTED said, "You rubbed too low. " 
The suspect told him that he had been asleep/half 
asleep and he would never do anything to hurt him. 
That it was not his purpose or intention to do 
anything besides stroke his stomach. The victim, 

REDACTED says he believes the suspect. The suspect 
didn't touch him the next two nights. REDACTED said 
that what occurred is really nothing and he doesn't 
want to get the suspect in any trouble. 

On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED Investigator Smart 

15 reported: 

16 On February 4, 1981, I interviewed REDACTED 

RCALA 007788 

in the presence of his mother at the REDACTED residence. 
17 Deputy District Attorney REDACTEQ was present 

and participated in the interview. 
18 
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REDACTED is a 9th grade student at Thousand Oaks 
High School. He is Catholic and attends church 
and CCD classes at St. Paschal's Church in Thousand 
Oaks. Ite is acquainted with Father Roemer, having 
been introduced to him by REDACTED at McDonald's 
Restaurant approximately three years ago. He has 
socialized with Father Roemer on several occasions. 
He has gone to movies with Father Roemer and on 
one occasion, went on an overnight trip to San 
Diego with him. 

While attending the movie, Father ~oemer would put 
his arm around him and would rub his bare back. 

REDACTED said he thought that was okay and didn't 
see anything wrong with Father Roemer rubbing his 
back. 

Regarding the trip to San Diego, REDACTED related 
the following information: 
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Father Roemer called and asked me if I wanted to 
go to San Diego. I told him that I would like to 
go. 

On December 26, 1980; Father Roemer, REDACTED 
REDACTED and I went to San Diego. \-1e 
stayed in a single room with two double beds at 
the Holiday Inn in downtown San Diego. Father 
Roemer paid for the room, our meals, and most of 
the expenses while we were there. 

The first night we were there, I slept in one of 
the beds alone. Father Roemer and REDACTED slept in 
the other bed and REDACTED slept on the floor. The 
next night, I slept in bed with Father Roemer. I 
slept in my boxer shorts and Father Roemer wore 
pajamas. 

Father Roemer started rubbing my back. He also 
rubbed my stomach and chest. He was not saying 
anything about what he was doing. I was uncom­
fortable and got out of bed. Father Roemer got 
out of bed and asked me what was wrong. I told 
him I was uncomfortable and that he had 11 rubbed a 
little too low." 

Father Roemer said he was half asleep and didn't 
know what was going on. He apologized and said he 
was sorry if he had annoyed me. 

16 COUNT VIII: REDACTED 

17 On December 27, 1980, Deputy Joseph Cipollini of the 

18 Ventura County Sheriff's Department interviewed REDACTED 
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REDACTED REDACTED , - - . Newbury Park, REDACTED . Deputy 

Cipollini reported: 

.I responded toREDACTED , Newbury Park, 
where I contacted victim RE~ACTED , a 6-year-
old boy. I asked REDACTEDto tell me what happened 
in his own words. 

REDASTED said that, "Awhile" ago, he and his family 
went camping with a church group. One night they 
were there, he asked suspect (he calls him Father 
Pat) to come over to his bed to say his goodnight 
prayers. After saying the prayers, suspect reached 
down his pajama bottoms and began feeling his 
"penis." He said he did it for about the time it 
takes to count to 20. During the time the suspect 
talked about "peace." REDAcTED did not say or do 
anything during this time. 
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I asked REDACTED11hy he waited to tell what happened. 
He said that he was afraid that he (victim) would 
be sent to jail. He also said that suspect has 
never done anything like this to him before, nor 
has he since. Suspect has not talked to victim 
about what happened. REDA<:;TED said he had felt bad 
since it occurred, so he finally told his mother. 
REDACTED said he could not give any further details. 

I talked to R.Ef!.fiC:J~o::_ _ 

relayed the following: 
•REo_:-cTEDs mother. She 

On Hay 10 and 11, 1980, she and her family went on 
a religious retreat at Camp Yolijwa in the San 
Bernardino Mountains. They .went with Father 
Patrick Roemer and other members of St. Paschal's 
congregation, Thousand Oaks. ' She said that after 
they returned, REDA_cTED no longer wanted to go to 
church. He seemed to have a dramatic change in 
attitude toward church. ' 

She said that REDACTED told her about the incident on 
December 25, 1980. She waited to report it because 
they were out of town. She said their family is 
very close to Father Roemer and she reported it in 
hopes he would receive help. 

15 On January 28, 1981, Detective Tom Odle of the Ventura 

16 County Sheriff's Department reported an interview with .. REDACTED 

17 REDACTED 

18 At the request of Lt • .REDACTED I interviewed 
above victim at his home at Kt:.OACTED in 

19 Newbury Park. The victim stated that he and his 
father had gone to a weekend retreat with Father 

20 Roerrter from St. Paschal's Church. The victim, nor 
his father, could remember exactly when the trip 

21 took place, possibly in late April or May of 1980. 
The victim stated he was in his pajamas at approx~ 

22 imately 2000 hours when Father Roemer started 
talking to him about the church and God. During 

23 the conversation, Father Roemer touched the victim 
in the groin area. According to victim, Father 

24 Roemer then removed his hand and nothing more 
happened. The victim's father was asleep _in 

.25 another bunk in the room at the time it happened. 

26 I asked victim's mother if she desired criminal 
proceedings and she stated she was only interested 

27 in seeing that Father Roemer received help for his 
problem. 

28 
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1 The above information was relayed to Lt. McKinley. 

1 On January 5, 1981, Lt. Braden McKinley of the Ventura 

3 County Sheriff's Office filed the following report regarding 

4 action taken by him in the matter involving REDACTED 

S Lt. McKinley reported: 

6 On Honday, 29 December 80, Lt. REDACTED telephoned 
me and advised me of information contained in 

7 original report. On Tuesday, 30 December 80, I 
contacted Father ~£~Ci_"[ED____ __ ______ • Sacred Heart 

8 Church, for advice on how to best handle the 
situation, administratively. 

9 
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22 

On Friday, 2 January 81, I telephoned Hrs. REDACTED 

mother of victim and arranged for Det. REDAcTED to 
further interview victim on that date. 

Hrs. REDACTED told me that she and her son had 
spoken to Father RE~AcTED, Father Roemer's superior, 
and informed him of the incident, who assured them 
the incident would be thoroughly handled. Det. 

REDACTED; evaluation of the victim was that he was 
probably truthful about the incident. 

As the incident occurred more than seven months 
ago in another jurisdiction (San Berdo) and a copy 
of the report had been sent to SBSO for statistical 
purposes and victim and parents desire no formal 
prosecution and they have brought the incident to 
the superior of suspect, presumably competent 
authority, no further action is warranted by this 
department. Case closed. 

On Fe~ruary 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed Mrs. ,~§Q~_STED and her son, 

REDACTED Investigator Smart reported: 

23 On February 4, 19tH at approximately 11 a.m., I 
interviewed REDACTED -- and her SOn, RED~CTED 

24 at the Ventura County Sheriff's East Valley Station. 
Deputy District Attorney REDACTED was present 

25 during the interview. 

26 REDACTED is a 7-year-old male. He is a 2nd grade 
student at Bannon Elementary School in Newbury 

27 Park. 

28 IIIII 
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Mrs. REDACTED related the following information: 

I first met Father Roemer about three years ago at 
a CCD teachers' class at St. Paschal's Church in 
Thousand Oaks. At that time, I was attending a 
Catholic church in Newbury Park. About a year 
later I started attending St. Paschal's Church 
because of Father Roemer. He was very friendly, 
maybe even overly friendly, but I liked him very 
much. 

on May 10 and 11, 1980, our family attended a 
family retreat in San Bernardino.. We stayed in 
barrack-type houses. The men occupied one and the 
women were housed in the other. Sleeping facilities 
consisted of bunk-type beds, similar to military 
style. We stayed at the camp for two days and 
then returned home. 

I was not aware of any unusual appearance or 
incident while attending the retreat. However, on 
December 27, 1980, REDACTED related an incident 
involving Father Roemer that occurred at the 
retreat. REDACTED~ said that Father Roemer had rubbed 
his stomach and his genitals while he was in bed 
and had called Father Roemer to help him say his 
prayers. 

The incident was reported to the Sheriff's Office. 
I also reported the incident to :Father REDA~TED who 
is the pastor at St. Paschal's Church. Father 

REDACTED assured me the matter would be dealt with. 
Therefore, we decided not to pursue criminal 
prosecution. I have not received any feedback 
from Father REDACTED as to what action was taken 
regarding this incident if, in fact, anything had 
been done whatsoever. 

REDA~TED~ was then asked a series of questions regarding 
the incident that occurred at this retreat. He 
related the following information: 

We got there (church camp) at about 9:30 or 10 
p.m. We had a snack and then went to bed. We 
were sleeping with our clothes on in sleeping bags 
on bunk beds. My Dad was sleeping in a butik 
across from me on the other side of the room. The 
lights were all turned off, except for the one in 
the bathroom. 

I called Father Roemer and asked him a question. 
He carne over and knelt down beside my bed. He was 
still dressed at that time. I asked Father Roemer 
a question. He started to answer the question and 
at the same time stuck his hand under my pants. 
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He held onto my penis and moved his fingers. His 
fingers were wrapped around my penis and he moved 
the lower fingers while holding it. RED~TEDdemon­
strated with the use of a soda bottle that he had 
been drinking from.) He held onto my penis for 
about 60 seconds. He did not say anything about 
it. I did not say anything about it because I was 
"too scared to tell him to stop ... He was patting 
me on the head at the same time he was holding 
my penis. 

After about 60 seconds, Father Roemer said goodnight 
and left. I saw him go into the bathroom. After 
Father Roemer left, I laid there for about a . 
half hour because I could not go to sleep. "I had 
nightmares about Father Roemer.dying because he 
did sin." 

The next morning someone said that I fell out of 
bed and Father Roemer picked me up and put me back 
in bed. I do not remember anything about that. 

I thought about what Father Roemer had done to me, 
but I did not tell my Dad because I was too scared 
~~~!'!~~~~bel:i:~e~me·~.::"". -- ........ . 

! saw Father Hoerner that day, but only with my 11om 
. and Dad. Nothing else happened while we were at 
the camp. I saw Father Roemer at church thereafter; 
but he never did anything like that to me again. 
He always hugged and kissed me, but that is all. 

On February 6, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

REDACTED 
Ftii'\Ar'\."'T'"If""\ 

talked with Mrs. REDACTED by telephone. 

Investigator REDACTED. reported: 

On February 6, 1981 at approximately 1 p.m., ! 
telephoned Mrs. REDACTED regarding an incident 
involving her son, •REDACTED, 

Hrs. REDACTED stated she talked to Father O'Ryan on 
December 27, 1980 and again on January 30, 1981 
regarding the Father Roemer incident involving her 
SOn 1 REDACTED 

Mrs. REDACTED stated that Father 0 1 Ryan appeared to 
be grateful that the matter had been brought to 
his attention. He assured her that the situation 
would be thoroughly looked into and something 
would be done about it. He gave the analogy that 
the situation "is like having a splinter in your 
thumb, if something isn't done about it, it continues 
to get worse." 
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Mrs. REDACTED stated that Father 0 1 Ryan has never 
discussed the matter with her since that time. 
Therefore, she is not aware of any action taken by 
Father O'Ryan, if, in fact, any had been taken. 

4 On February 10, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

5 REDACTED telephoned Father Calm O'Ryan, Pastor of St. 

6 Paschal's Church in Thousand Oaks. Investigator Smart 

7 reported: 

8 On February 10, 1981 at approximately 7:50a.m., I 
called Father O'Ryan regarding a scheduled appointment 

9 for an interview that he had cancelled. 

10 Father O'Ryan stated he had consulted with legal 
counsel who had advised him not to discuss the 

11 case involving Father Roemer with the District 
Attorney. Therefore, he felt he should follow 

12 that advice. 

13 I asked Fathe~ O'Ryan if he had been advised by 
defense attorney, REDACTED Father O'Ryan 

14 said he had not. He stated he had been advised by 
a local legal counsel in the conununity and r~tu~~d, 

15 to identify that person. 

16 I informed Father O'Ryan it was essential that we 
talk with him regarding Father Roemer since he is 

17 Father Roemer's supervisor and obviously knowledgeabl~ 
about the allegations involving Father Roemer. I 

18 told Father O'Ryan he would receive a subpoena in 
the near future. Therefore, he would be required 

19 to appear as a witness, without the benefit o£ 
.discussing the facts of the case with the District 

20 Attorney. 

21 Father O'Ryan stated he would recontact his 
legal advisor and let me know if and when he 

22 would allow an interview. 

23 IIIII 
24 IIIII 
25. IIIII 
26 IIIII 
27 IIIII 

IIIII .. .. 28 
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1 ADDITIONAL VICTIMS 

A. REDACTED 

3 On January 27, 1981, Detective Mcilvain interviewed 

4 REDACTED 14 years, DOB: REDACTED , REDACTED 

5 Thousand Oaks, RE_p~cT~~- __ 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15· 

16 

17 

18 

19 

.20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Detective REDACTED reported: 

Above victim interviewed on tape. 
in by parents, REDACTE__o and REDACTED 

imately 201Q hours, EVSO. 

He was brought 
. approx-

He said that the suspect never did anything to 
him. A couple of times he went on overnight trips 
with suspect to a ranch in Fillmore. On the first 
trip, he was one of six boys taken by suspect. He 
didn't really know the other five, but recalls one 
boy's name was REDACTED On the second trip, he was 
one of five boys. His friend and neighbor. REDACTED 

REDACTED Thousand Oaks, ,REDACTED 

went also. He cannot remember who else went. (He 
and his parents could not recall the dates.) They 
all slept in sleeping bags on the floor in the 
living room. The suspect had tickled his chest 
and stomach area, but nothing else. After talking 
with victim REDACTED I asked his parents if they 
would check to see if they could identify dates of 
Fillmore trips. One trip was during school year, 
prior to summer 1980. Approximately 2100 hours, I 
received a call from Hrs. f~~6,~T,~.~~ · - She 
advised that the REDACTED were mistaken. Her 
son, REDAcTED, had never gone on any trip with suspect. 
She also said she had talked with her son and the 
suspect:, had never done anything to him. She 
seemed upset • 

On February 5, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed-REDACTED Investigator 

Smart reported: 

On February 5, 1981 at approximately 9:40a.m., I 
interviewed REDACTED in the presence of both of his 
parents at the District Attorney's Office. Deputy 
District Attorney REDACTED_- was present and 
participated in the interview. 

REDACTED is a 9th grade student at Newbury Park High 
School. He is Catholic and attends St. Paschal's 
Church and CCD classes. He has known Father 
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Roemer since he (Roemer) came to St. Paschal's 
parish and is very fond of him. REDACTED is also 
active in the St. Paschal's youth program. He has 
socialized with Father Roemer on several occasions. 
He has attended movies and has gone on overnight 
outings with him to Father Roemer's parents' ranch 
in Fillmore. He has never been alone with Father 
Roemer on any of these social outings. 

REDACTED thinks Father Roemer is a very affectionate 
person. Father Roemer has hugged him and kissed 
him on the forehead many times. REo.A:cl'Eo • claims he 
has never gone into the teachers' lounge with 
Father Roemer. However, he has gone into his 
office and has been shown pictures in a book. 
While looking at the pictures, they were sitting 
side-by-side and Father Roemer had his arm around 
him. 

On one occasion, REpAcTED invited Father Roemer to 
his home for a swinuning party. This occurred in 
ear~y-August 1980. REDACTED 
and REDACTED were also present. Mr. & Mrs. 
REDACTED were not at home; however, were aware of 
the party and gave their approval. 

During the course.of the party, Father Roemer 
11 tickled 11 REDACTED in .the rib area. REDACTED denies 
that Father Roemer had· ever rubbed his stomach 
and/or chest. 

REDACTED has also gone to the movies and on overnight 
outings to Father Roemer's ranch in Fillmore. At 
the movie, Father Roemer would sit between REDACTED 

and one of the other boys who were present. Father 
Roemer would put his arm around him and occasionally 
tickle his knee. He did not attempt to rub his 
back or other parts of his body. 

REDACTED and·several boys were invited by Father 
Roemer to spend the night at his parents' rarich in 
Fillmore. They arrived at the ranch at approx­
imately 4:30 or 5 p.m. They went for a walk, ate, 
and then sat around the living room telling ghost 
stories. Father Roemer had his arm around someone 
all of the time. 

At approximately 10 or 11 p.m., they decided to 
turn in for the night. They all slept in sleeping 
bags on the floor, except Father Roemer. He slept 
on the couch. Everyone slept in pajamas. They 
changed into their pajamas in the bedroom, out of 
the presence of Father Roemer and each other. 
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REDACTED denied that Father Roemer had touched or 
rubbed him while they were at the ranch. He did 
not observe Father Roemer touching or rubbing any 
of the others present. There were no unusual or 
remarkable occurrences while at the ranch. The 
following morning they got up around 8 a.m. and 
returned home. 

REDACTED said that Father Roemer is a very affectionate 
person and has hugged him, kissed him on the 
forehead and tickled him. However, he has not 
attempted to rub his stomach or chest. REDACTED 
said that Father REDACTED is also affectionate, but 
he doesn't tickle. REDACTED denies being aware of 
Father Roemer shaking or shivering during any of 
the aforementioned contacts with him. 

REDACTED 

'Detective Kelli Mcilvain of the Ventura County Sheriff's 

Department interviewed REDACTED , 14 years, DOB: 

REDACTED, REDACTED Thousand Oaks, REDACTED .Detective 

14 Mcilvain reported: 

15 Above victim interviewed in presence of his father, 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 c. 

REDACTED in EVSO on tape. 

He related the suspect had never done anything to 
him. He did go on an overnight trip to the ranch 
once. Neither he nor his father could recall the 
date. They did sleep in sleeping bags on the 
living room floor and the suspect slept next to 
him in a sleeping bag, but he could not recall 
suspect touching him. 

REDACTED 

22 On January 27, 1981, Sergeant Jack Hughes of the Ventura 

23 County Sheriff's Department interviewed REDACTED 

24 14 years, REDACTED . REDACTED Thousand Oaks, 

25 REDACTED Sergeant Hughes reported: 

26 REDACTED interview 1/27/81, 1915 hours. I 
recorded the interview with REDACTED with his father 

27 and mother present. 

28 111/1 
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He told me he went to San Diego with Father 
Roemer the Friday after Christmas. They left on 
December 26~ and stayed five days and four nights 
at the Holiday Inn in San Diego, Room 1003. He· 
said two other boys went along, ~~~CT§D and ,REDACTED 

(unknown last name). They stayed in a single room 
which had two double beds. The first night, the 
night of December 26, 1980, he slept with Father 
Roemer. REDACTED slept on the floor and REDACTED 
slept in the other bed alone. He only slept the 
one night in the same bed with Father Roemer. He 
said he did not know if anything had happened as 
far as Father Roemer touching him anywhere. He 
is a sound sleeper, which his mother confirmed. 
His mother said that REDACTED is very hard to wake up. 
There was no reason he did not sleep in the same 
bed -as Father Roemer. He just fell asleep on the 
floor watching TV. He told me he is fond of 
Father Roemer, but would tell me if he remembered 
anything happening. 

REDACTED 

RCALA 007798 

13 Deputy William Montijo of the Ventura Sheriff's Department, 

14 on February 12, 1981, attempted to interview :REDACTED 

15 and made the following report: 

16 At approJC. 1930 hours, I drove to REDACTED 
Drive, T. Oaks, in an effort to interview 

17 REDACTED · a victim in this investigation. 
R~D~~!EP _____ -----J victim's step-father, met me 

18 outside of the house and I explained my purpose. 
fl.E!'~!!''L •• J told me his son was not home, that he was 

19. in L.A. and would be returning the following day 
some time around 6 p.m. I explained to REDACTED 

20 that it was important I obtain a stmt. from 
victim. REDACTED· related he had talked with his 

21 son about Father Roemer and he told me his son 
told him nothing had happened. I made an appoint-

22 ment to attempt contact with victim btwn. 1900-2100 
hours on 2/13/81. 

23 

24 

2S 

26 

27 

28 

2/13/81: 

At approx. 1930 hours, I drove to the REDACTED 
residence and again was met by REDACTED, his wife, 
and two other adults outside of the residence. 

REDACTED related his son had not yet returned from 
L.A. I again told REDACTED it was important we 
spoke with his son. I told REDACTEDwe could contact 
his son at Colina School or at a later time. REDACTED 
questioned me regarding the case. I told REDACTED 
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that the "S" had admitted touching his sort. 
REDACTED asked me if questioning his son could 
wait until his court appearance. I explained 
it was necessary to interview his son prior to 
court. I asked REDACTED if his son was home and 
he just did not want me to talk to him. He said 
that his son vias not home. REDACTED seemed to be 
evasive about his son's whereabouts and I felt his 
son was possibly in the residence. I was of the 
impression· by R§~~c_:rEp___ conduct that he really did 
not want his son involved with Roemer's case and 
was sympathetic towards his plight. 

No further effort to interview REDACTED by this 
officer. 

REDACTED 

10 On February 2, 1981 1 Detective·Kelli Mctlvain of the 

11 Ventura County She;riff's Office submitted the following 

12 report: 

13 This date I talked with REDACTED 
Director, of Special Education and Special Services, 

14 Conejo Valley Unified School District, 1400 East 
Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, REDACTED 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

He related in late October or early November 1980, 
a previous student, .REDACTED- - . DOB: ~EQAcT]D ~ ~. 

told his mother that suspect, after a church­
related class, had rubbed his stomach and chest. 
The suspect shook all over during this action. 
Mrs. REDACTED told R~Q~S:J!'D __ =_ ____ j (Acacia School), 
REDACTED . teacher at the time. Hrs • REDACTED I WaS 
advised to phone the Ventura Sheriff's Department 
with this info. 

The possible victim how lives at REDACTED 
Road, Moorpark, REDACTED , and attends Poindexter 
School. 

Approximately 1600 hours, this date, Sgt. REDACTED 

REDACTED and I attempted to contact victim at his 
residence. Sgt. REDACTED talked withREDACTED 
(victim's Dad) who said he would have his ~ife 
contact us if she had any information. 

On February 17, 1981, Detective Kelli Mcilvain, Ventura 

County Sheriff's Department, interviewed REDACTED REDACTED 
Street, Thousand Oaks, REDACTED Mrs. REDACTED is a special 
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education teacher at Acacia School, 55 Norman Avenue, Thousand 

oaks, REDACTED 

Detective Mcilvain reported: 

.r-tr s • REDACTED related that in September 19 8 0 , Mrs • 
REDACTED mother of student REDAcTED, told her the 
following: Father Roemer, after either CCD or 
class or altar boy class, had put his hand inside 

REDACTED shirt and stroked his stomach. While doing 
this, Father Roemer began to tremble all over. 

Mrs. 'REDACTED thinks this occurrence was in June of 
1980. After learning of this in September, she 
immediatelv qave the information to her supervisor, 

REDACTED and them to Dr. REDACTED Director of 
' ' , ' ' - ' -

Special Education of Conejo Valley Unified School 
. Distric.t.• {Prior to REDACTED ) At a later 
date, she gave the information to ~.[:_p.l)cT~D .. 
She recalls she went to REDACTED because Father 
Roemer was on Acacia School campus· talking and 
visiting with students about once a week. It was 
Father Roemer's practice for at least school year 
79-80 and 80-81 (to time of arrest) to come to 
Acacia School during the lunch hour on Mondays. 

REDACTED knew of rto formal purpose/reason for 
his visits. She recalls that after her discussion 
withREDACTED , Father Roemer quit coming to 
her class table in the cafeteria as he had done in 
the past. He stopped visiting as much with~~£~D 
~~~AS~ll___ REDACTED ,said that another student of 
hers, REDACTJOD _ ·, 11 or 12 years, had b:)ld her 
that Father Roemer was his "favorite rabbi'' because 
Father Roemer had kissed him ·on the cheek. REDACTED 
later told her that Father Roemer. had invited him 
to his horne. REDACTED· - - does not tl'link REDACTED 
visited Father Roemer at his residence because the 
newspaper article of his arrest. was printed shortly 
after her talk wi. th REDAcrE'~ . 

She learned that F~ther Roemer was often on Glenwood 
Elementary School campus and had filled out some 
sort of on-campus application for Redwood School. 

REp~cJ:~D _______ did not know if he had ever filled out 
any similar application for Acacia School in the 
past. She knew of no Other person who was routinely 
on Acacia campus without a formal purpose. 

26 WHEREFORE, The People of the State of California 

27 respectfully submit this Statement of Facts as proof of the 

28 factual basis of the pleas of nolo contendere by Donald Patrick 
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1- Roemer to three counts of violation of section 28B(a) of the 

2 Penal Code (Counts I, II, and III of the Information). 

3 DATED: 

4 Respectfully submitted, 

5 HICHAEL D. BRADBURY, District Attorney 
County of Ventura, State of California 
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By __ ~~~=-~~~~~~~~----------­JOSEPH E. TAYLOR, JR. 
Deputy District Attorney 
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INTERVIEW OF DONALD P. ROEMER BY KELLI MC ILVAIN, 

DR = Donald Roemer 

KH = Kelli Mcilvain 

6 (unintelligible) 

7 KM: And your date of birth. 

8 DR: 17-44. 

9 101: And your residence address? 

10 DR: REDACTED 

11 KM: Do you have your own phone there? 

12 DR: Yes. Well, there's a 

KM: Okay. Is the house phone kinda like your work phone? 

DR: That's a work phone. 

KM: And what's your-­

DR: REDACTED 

! RCALA 007803 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

KM: I'd like to talk to you about the information I have 

to read you your rights. Because at this point you are 

a suspect in the crime of child molest. Okay? 

20 DR: Okay. 

21 ~i: You understand that you're suspected of committing the 

22 crime of child molest. Do you understand? 

23 DR: Uh-huh. 

24 r~: You have the right to remain silent. bo you understand? 

25 DR:. Uh-huh. 

26 KM: If you give up that right, anything you say can and will 

27 

28 

be used against you in a court of law. Do you understand? 

You have the right to t•lk to a lawyer and have him 
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1- you understand? 

.2 DR: 

3 KM: If you cannot ·afford to hire a lawyer, one will be 

4 appointed to represent you before any questioning at no 

5 cost to you if you wish one. Do you understand? 

6 DR: 

7 KM: Do you understand all these rights that r•ve explained 

8 to you? Do you have any questions about these rights? 

9 DR: No, I don•t think so. 

10 · KM: Having these rights in mind, do you wish to give up these 

11 rights and talk to me about the charges against you? 

12 DR: r•d rather talk to you. 

13 KM: You would?. 

14 DR: Ph-huh, 

15 KM: Okay. Do you know a boy by the name of REDACTED . 
16 DR: Yes. 

17 KM: Did you see REDACTED Today? 

18 bR: Yes, I sa¥1 him today. 

19 ro1: What time did you see him? 

20 DR: Saw him when he got there for his religious instruction 

21 class. I forget the exact, probably about 3:20 to 3:25. 

22 KM: What did you say to REDACTED 

23 DR: What did I say to him? 

24 KM.: Uh-huh. 

25 PR: I asked hirn--I 1 rn just going to tell you. 

26 .KN: Okay . 

27 DR: I have no problem. 

28 KM~ Okay. 
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1 DR: No problem. Because, well -- it, it is a problem, it isn't -

2 maybe it's the best way for it to come out. 

3 KM: Uh-huh. 

4 DR: I mean, I've dealt with it before on a spiritual basis 

S and it never works and I am having a problem, not 

6 that I'm going around molesting children and 

7 stuff like that. I'll just tell you exactly what happened, 

8 probably exactly what he said. 

9 KM: Okay. 

10 DR: Can I ask you what he said? 

11 KM: He said that ah you asked him to come into an office and 

12 look at some pictues 

13 DR: Yeah. My year book. 

14 KM: Okay. 

15 DR: My year book. 

16 kM: Your year book pictures and he said that you had him sit 

17 on your lap. 

18 DR: Uh-huh. 

19 KM: Is that right? 

20 DR: And I had him stand up. 

21 

22 

23 

KM: And you had him stand up? Wh~te·did you have him stand up? 

DR: Just ri~ht in front of me. I mean, not expose himself, I, 
--

I touched him. 

24 KM: Did you touch his penis? 

25 DR: Yeah. 

26 KM: Did you 

27 DR: Not all the way, but I --

28 KM: Did you stroke his penis? 
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1 DR: Well, kinda, just kinda back and forth, but I never really 

·2 grabbed it or touched it all the way. 

3 KM: Did, did you do this while he was sitting on your lap? 

4 DR: No, while he was standing. 

5 KM: What did you say to him \vhen you were doing this? 

6 DR: Well, t started out by stroking his stomach and.asking 

7 him if that felt good --

8 KM: Uh-huh. 

'9 DR: -- and I he said yes and I just went further. He didn't 

10 say anything but yes and he was paging through the book. 

11 KM: This was when he was standing up? 

12 OR: Well, yeah, he was, he was sitting in my lap first and then 

13 I asked him to stand up and --

14 KM: Okay. So then you ah, put your hand under his shirt and 

15 stroked his stomach--

16 DR: At first. 

17 KM: --at first, and then did you--was he sitting on your lap 

18 when you were stroking his penis? 

19 DR: I think I did it first when he was, when he was standing· 

20 

21 

up and when he sat down again I did it for a short time, 

just a few seconds and that was it. 

22 KM: So you, you had him sit down, stand up, sit down, is that 

23 right? 

24 DR: Well, when he first came in he stood up, but then he sat do 

25 in my lap, looked at the pictures. That's when I started 

26 it--

27 KM: Uh-huh. 

28 DR: He stood up, then he sat down. 
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1 KM: Okay. Did you tell him to stand up? 

2 DR; Yeah. 

3 KM: Why did you tell him to stand up? 

4 DR: So it would be easier or me to get my hand down there. 

5 KM: How long do you think, how long do you think this whole 

6 incident took? 

7 DR: About a minute and a half, two minutes. It really wasn't 

8 long. 

9 KM: Ah, 

10 DR: I know this is hard for you; it's hard for me. 

11 KM: I'm sure it is, Father. Have you already told Father 

12 REDACTED is it? 

13 

14 

DR: Father REDACT~D really isn't the pastor anymore. · Father 

REDACTED, is. 

15 KM: Eave you already told Father REDACTED 

16 'DR: I will. 

17 KM: How did FatherREDACTED already know about ·it when I called? 

18 DR: About what? 

19 KM: About ah, a 7-year-old, a young boy making an accusation, 

20 do you know? 

21 · DR: Father <REDACTED knew about it? 

22 KM: Yeah. I called and talked with you, and you must have 

23 got my message because you--

24 DR: Oh, I, I got your message. 

25 KM: And the Father asked me is this concerning a young pay 

26 and I said that I only would talk with you. 

2? DR: It could be that the parents had called and talked to him • 
. 

28 KM: No, they didn't. I've already talked with them. Maybe 
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1 somebody else, or they talked Maybe--

2 DR: How could he have possibly known? 

3 KM: Somebody else must have called. This only happened today. 

4 DR: Yes. 

5 KM: Is it alright if I have a cigarette? 

6 DR: Sure. 

7 KM: Okay, they have another boy who's name is REDACTED 

8 DR: Yes. 

~ KM: He told me something that happened during confession •. 

10 Would you know what that would be? 

11 DR: Uh-huh. 

12 ¥14: What was that then? 

13 D~: He came in and sat on my lap for confession, I put my 

14 hand under his shirt. I didn't, you know, molest him or 

15 anything like that. 

16 KM: When ah, when-.REDACTED tiTas in your office, did you kiss hi 

11 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

on the ear? 

DR: Can't remember. 

That's the truth, I don't-­

KM: You don't remember? 

DR: I don't remember. 

KM: Do you think you could have? 

DR: I could have. 

KM: He also said that when you were stroking his penis and he 

was sitting on your lap, you were shaking. 

bR: Uh-huh. 

KM: Is that true? 

DR: Yes. 
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1 KM: When ah, when REDAcTED was in confession and you had him sit 

2 

3 

on your lap, and you rubbed his chest, did you kiss him 

on the ear? 

4 DR: I don't think so. Did he say that I did? 

5 KM: Yeah. 

6 DR: If he did, then it was probably right. I don't 

7 KM: Have you, you were saying you've been dealing with this 

8 spiritually--

9 DR: And psychologically . 

10 KM: And psychologically. 

11 DR: There's a priest in Santa Barbara that I go to, used to 

12 go to on a regular basis, but I haven't seen him in about 

13 4 or 5 months. 

14 KM: Has anything like this ha--have you ever done anything 

15 like this in the past? 

16 DR: I've come close to it, yeah. 

17 ~= Am I going to find out about other victims besides, 

18 besides REDACTED 

19 DR: It has happened before, yes. 

20 KM: It has? 

21 DR: 

22 KM: Has it happened before, while in Thousand oaks at this 

23 particular church? How long have you been at this church? 

24 DR: For 3 years. Not quite 3, it'll be 3 years this June. 

25 KM: And where were you assigned previously? 

26 DR: Santa Barbara. 

27 KM: Santa Barbara. 

28 DR: Never happened there. 
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1 KM: Have you ever been arrested for anything prior to this? 

2 DR: No. 

3 YM: How long have you been a Father? 

4 DR: 11 years. 

S KM: 11 years. 

6 DR: Please be patient. This is painful. 

7 KM: I know and I appreciate how hard it must be. Nobody, I'm 

8 sure, but you, can know how terribly hard it is. 

9 DR: Last year I got the, because of interest in working with 

10 kids .and it's not just motivated by the problem, last year 

11 I got the honorar..r service award from the National PTA for 

12 working with kids. What a farce now --

13 KM: Can you give me an estimate of how many times in the past 

14 this has happened, fondling the genitals? 

15 b~: I don't know. Two, two times before. 

16 KM: And how long ago has this been? 

17 DR: It's been within this year. 

18 KM: This year? All, January of this year? 

19 DR: I don't think January. 

20 KM: 19Sl? 

21 DR: Yeah. 

22 KM: It's been since Christmas? 

23 DR: Well, there was one occasion, right after -- I'm not trying 

:14 to elude you. I'm just, I don't really know when exactly 

25 it \>las. 

26 KM: Ah, other than fondling with your hand -- the other two 

27 incidents, was there any type of sexual activity? 

28 DR: No. 
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1 KM: Okay. Have you had very many boys sit on your lap during 

2 confession and rub their chests? 

3 DR: Besides f~E__DAQI_ED_ brother, I don't know --

4 KM: Do you think that's appropriate behavior, Father? 

5 DR: No, I know it's not appropriate. I, I--

6 KM: I understand that you realize what you did was 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

DR: 

KM: 

DR: 

KM: 

DR: 

KM: 

DR: 

KM: 

DR: 

KM: 

DR: 

KM: 

DR: 

KM: 

DR: 

KM: 

wrong, but I've got the feeling, from what you said before, 

No, I don't, I'm not trying to cover up or anything 

It's not as overt as what· happened with REDACTED but --

Yeah. 

--but it's still inappropriate--

Yeah, it most certainly is. I have not nearly enough 

sought out, I think, enough pshchological help for the 

problem I have. (pause) Like, even after it happened, I 

think I knew, I really did know --

You knew what? 

That I was I just felt it, I 

mean, it's not like I haven't told anybody before. 

Have you tala people before? 

Not people, but this priest that's up in Santa Barbara. 

Yeah. But you've--have you told anyone else? 

No. 

Do you know the names of the other two boys? 

Ah -- there is one, well there's one kid that sat on my 

lap in confession and I did it -- REDACTED 

And how long ago do you think that was? 

Not long, I think it was two weeks ago. 

You know how to spell it? 

5562 

-9-

RCALA 007811 

CCI 002647 



1 

2 

3 

4 

s 
6 

DR: REDACTED 

KM: How old is REDACTED 

DR: I think REDACTED is 7-1/2. 

KM: Was he already going to confession? 

DR: I think he made his first one, but I didn't do it in 

confession. 

7 KM: "'7hen did it happen? 

8 DR: That was in~ in that same room--it's not my office, it's 

RCALA 007812 

9 the teachers' lounge. That is in the center of the school. 

10 KM: Now would that have been the 12th, Monday the 12th? It 

11 would be two weeks ago today. 

12 DR: I think, I think that would be 

13 KM: Was, is he going to CCD? Wouldn't that be about the same 

14 thing? 

1S DR: It was Monday. You're just talking about in general, not 

genital? 16 

17 KM: You didn't rub his genitals that time? 

1~ DR: No. I didn't rub his at all. 

19 KM: did you rub his stomach? 

20 DR: Yes. And his chest. 

21 KM: touch his skin 

22 DR: Uh-huh. 

23 KM: Did you show him your year book that time? 

24 DR: No. 

25 KM: How long did this--ah, how long was it? 

26 DR: About 2 minutes. 

27 KM: Was this about 3!30? 

28 DR: Ah, around 3:30. 
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1 KM: And besides REDACTED the other incident? 

'2 

3 

DR: One other -- REDACTED He's a 6th grader. And that 

was the same day -- I don't think that was on the same 

4 day. I can't remember exactly when that happened, I think 

5 it was last week, last Monday. He spells it REDACTED 

6 KM: He's in 6th grade, so he's 11 or 12? 

7 DR: Uh-huh. 

8 KM: And you think this was last M.onday? 

9 DR: Uh-huh. 

10 

11 

KM: 
REDACTED 

Which be the same day went to confession and this 

happened. 

12 OR: 
REDACTED REDACTED • Ah, , ah went to confessl.on -- Okay, \<Then he went 

to confession was not on a Monday, it was his day for ceo. 

14 Yes it is, he comes--he was sick today. So, it was the 

15 same--it was the same, think it was--the same day. 

16 KM~ He was sick today? 

17 DR: Yeah. His brother was not there. 

18 

19 

KM: Okay. So, so it was on the same day with REDACTED 

this happen in the confessional? 

20 DR: No. 

21 KM: Where did it happen? 

2l DR: In the room. 

Did 

23 KM: In the, ah, the same room we were talking about previously? 

24 DR: Yes. 

25 KM: Did you have the 6th grader sit on your lap? 

26 DR: No. He sat in a chair next to me. 

27 KM: And this wasn't during confession? 

28 DR: No. 
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10 
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12 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

KM: How did you have him come into the office? 

DR: As soon as he got there. It was previous--confess--the 

confession time wasn't Saturday. It was, it was a special 

time that Father REDACTED and I have the penance servipe 

and they can go to confession if they want. So, that was 

after 4 o'clock. I don't know the precise time, but this 

is before CCD. It starts at 3:30. 

1\M: REDACTED 

DR: REDACTED 

KM: Well, was he in that office for a prepenance conference? 

DR: No. 

KM: What \.,.as he in the office for? 

DR: I asked him to come in there. 

KM: Why did you, did you ask him to come in to look at 

anything or for what reason? 

bR: I jus--he•s in a special class at school. 

KM: Uh-huh. 

DR: Not at our school, but at Acacia and I asked him to come 

in to see how he was doing because I didn't see him at 

lunch that day when I was there. 

KM: ~~at did you say to him, while you were rubbing his chest? 

DR: I just asked him how things were going, just had like a 

general conversation. 

KM: You were jus--and you were rubbing his chest while you 

were having a general conversation? 

DR: Uh-huh, yes. 

KM: Well, did he seem alarmed? 

DR: No. You're asking me for a fact. 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

~1: Yeah. Yeah, I know. 

DR: 

KM: Well, that's right. 

DR: I know what I'm doing is -- wrong. 

KM: I'm just trying to see--you're sitting side-by-side-­

OR: And I reached over like this. 

(pause) 

KM: Rubbing his chest. 

DR: Yeah. 

KM: Did you have an erection when you were doing this? 

DR: Yes. 

KM: Did you have an erection when you were doing this to ah, 

REDACTED 

DR: Yes. 

KM: Did·you ejaculate? 

DR: Ah, yes. 

KM: Did you ejaculate while rubbing the chest? 

DR: Ah, I can't remember. 

KM: Okay. Do you remember if you ejaculated after rubbing 

REDACTED 

DR: Ah, today you· mean? 

KM: No REDACTED wasn't -- today. 

DR: Oh, that's right, ah no. That was different. 

KM: But you had an erection when, you -- withREDACTED 

DR: Uh-huh. 

Y-M: And you had an erection when you were with REDACTED 

(pause) 

DR: Yes. 
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1 KM: Have you ever done anything like this with any little 

girls? 

3 DR:; No. 

4 KM: Well, it was 2 weeks ago with R_Ef!~~TED, a week ago with 

s REDAcTED and REDACTED: and today with REDACTED Is there anything else, 

6 

7 

Father, is there anything else that will come to light, 

that you think you should talk about now? 

8 DR: Yeah. 

9 KM: What is that? 

10 DR: Everything I tell you has to go dovm? 

11 KM: It does, Father. 

12 DR: Probably be made public too? 

13 KM: The ah--

14 DR: You don't have to answer that. 

15 KM: The details of this, I won't make public. It will be 

16 public information that you've been arrested. 

17 DR: What does that meari? 

18 KM: Well, whoever is arrested that's public information, 

19 just point of fact-- that's what it is, public information, 

20 but I won't be talking to the press, myself, about 

21 

22 

23 

24 

details of the case. And I know that that is very 

frightening from your position right now. But the real 

point is this activity is wrong-- it's gotta be stopped. 

That's the important part. 

25 DR: Right. 

26 KM: 

27 DR: I understand. I -- but, like how it's stopped --

28 KM: Yeah. Important too. 
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DR: What, what kind of help can I get, if any at all? 

KM: What kind of psychiatric help? 

DR: Is that part of the procedure? 

~1: It is part of the procedure, you will be ah, evaluated 

by psychiatrists and I, I really don't know what ki.nd 

of help they will give you. I know"it is essential you're 

motivated to be helped. 

DR: Yeah. There's no doubt about it, it's kind of like trying 

and trying and trying not to get involved in that, failing 

over and over again and not knowing what to do. 

KM: Fighting it and fighting it. 

DR: Fighting it and not knowing how to handle it anymore. 

Fooling yourself that the more you go and talk to a 

spiritual leader it's gonna do, and letting it go, you 

know? 

KM: There are special psychiatrists for this kind of problem 

that specialize in this area. Ah, I don't, I can't tell 

you what, what the courts will do about this. I can't 

say no, they'll just put you, you know, in a psychiatric 

program, I really can·• t tell you, cause I don • t know what 

the sentencing will be. 

DR: Can I just ask you some questions? I mean just --

~: Sure, go ahead. 

DR: It'll obviously be all over town. I mean, just tell roe. 

KM: I think that the people in your church have a great 

respect for all the work you've done and I think that 

from investigations in the past, you will have some 

friends that will stick by you and will help you 

through this time and ah, I've already heard that 

-15-
5568 

RCALA 007817 

CCI 002653 



RCALA 007818 

1 you have done excellent work with the youth in the church. 

2 DR: That's all shot. 

3 KM: Well, people understand that, if the work was done, it was 

4 accomplished and you've done it, so I wouldn't say it's 

5 all shot. People that care about you are going to 

6 be most concerned of handle the whole thing. We both 

7 know, ther~ are times when it takes a great deal more courag 

8 to tell the truth than it does to lie. 

9 DR: I know it. I know. 

10 KM: People make mistakes. 

11 DR: I'm gonna trust -----, maybe it's for the best. 

12 Where do I go from here? 

13 KM: Well, I'm going to have to arrest you. 

14 DR: Fine. I mean, like do all the rest of those people have 

15 to be contacted? 

16 KM: They should be contacted. They will be contacted, Father. 

17 h Of REDACTED and REDACTED ll T e parents are very upset, natura y, 

18 but they also expressed a lot of concern about what would 

19 happen to you. 

20 DR: That's great. 

21 KM: Is there anything else that I'm going to find out? 

22 DR: Yeah. 

23 Kl-1: Okay 

24 

25 

26 

27 

# 

28 
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:'' -~. . ~ tdJ( ~ . !!'/:: 
VENTUR-1cmJNTY MUNICIPAL COUR; <;1v /"7 f' / , 

STATE OF CALl FORNIA (/· · 

_ HA.~ l:__Q_f_JjJ S"'-T-'--"'-1 "'-C ,_E ___ Department 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

PLAINTIFF. 

Vs. 

DONALD PATRICK ROEMER, 
-----~------------

. DEFENDANT-. 

COUNT I 

DONALD PATRICK ROEMER 

No. _______ _ 

COMPLAINT 

£11 FELONY 

tJ MISDEMEANOR 
. (Sect: 17b P.C.) 

committed thecrimeofviolationof ____ ~·s~e~c~t~i~b~n~2~8~8~(~a~)~o~·~f~t~h~e~P~e~n~a~l~C~a~d~e~--~---------~~ 

.;Gary 26, 1 ~. 
a (lelony). (rXi~~~~). in that on or about -----;:.~2Si:::=::::::::::::::::::===:~~;....!_-----------------

inVenturaCounty,California. he did willfully, unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd and 
lascivious act upon and with the body and certain parts and members thereof 

jo f REDACTED . , a c h i 1 d u n d e r t h e a g e o f f o u r t e en yea r s , w i t h t h e 
intent of arousing, appealing to, and gratifying the lust, passions, and 
sexual desires of the said defendant and the said child. 

COUNT II 

Said complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER ~f committing· the 
crime of violation of section 288(a) of the Penal Code. a felony, in that on 
or about January 19. 1981, in Ventura County, California. he did willfully. 
unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd and lascivious act upon and with the body 
a n d c e r t a i n p a r t s a n d m ember s t h ere o f o f REDACTED , a c h i l d u n d e r 
the age of fourteen years, with the intent of arousing, appealing to, and 
gratifying the lust, passions, and sexual desires of the said defendant and 
the said child. 
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COUNT III .• 

Said complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing the 
~rime of violation of section 288(a) of the Penal Code, a felony, in that on 
or about january 19, 1981, in Ventura County, California, he did willfully, 
unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd and lascivious act upon and with the body 
and certain parts and members thereof of REDACTED _, a child under the 
age of fourteen years, with the intent of arousing, appealing to, and 
gratifying the lust, passions, and sexual desires of the said def~ndant a~d 
the said child. 

COUNT IV 

Said complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing the 
crime of violation of section 288(a) of the Penal Code, a felony, in that on 
or about January 12, 1~81, in Ventura C~unty, California, he did willfully, 
unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd and lascivious act upon and with the body 
a n d c e r t a i n parts and members there o f of REDACTED a . chi 1 d u n d e r 
the age of fourteen years, with the intent of arousing, appealing to, and 
gratifying the lust, passions, and sexual desires of the said defendant and 
the said child. 

COUNT V 

Said c6mplainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER df.committin~ the 
crime of violation of section 288(a) of the Penal Code. a felony, in that on 
or ~bout November 29, 1980, in Ventura County, California, he did willfully, 
unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd and lascivious act upon and with the body 
and certain parts and members thereof .ofREDACTED a child under the ag·e 
of fourteen years, with the intent of arousing, appealing to, and gratifying 
the lust, passions, and s~xual desires of the said defendant and the said 
child. 

COUNT VI 

Said complainant further accuse~ DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing the 
crime of violation of section 288(a) of the P~nal Code, a felony, in that on 
and between January 1, 1980 and June 30, 1980, in Ventura County, California, 
he did willfully, unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd and lascivious act uoon 
and with the body and certain parts and members thereof ofREDACTED 
a child under the age of fourteen years, with the intent of arousing, appealin~ 
to, and gratifying the lust, passions, and sexual desires of the said defendant 
and the said child. 

COUNT VII 

Said ·complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing the 
crime of violation of section 647a of the Penal Code, a misdemeanor, in that 
on and ·between June 1, 1980 and July 31, 1980, in Ventura County, California, 
he did willfully and unlawfully annoy and molest a child, REDACTED, under 
the age of eighteen years. 
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COUNT VIII 

Said complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing the 
crime of violation of section 647a of the Penal Code, a misdemeanor, in that 
on or about December 27, 1980, in San Diego County, California. he did 
willfully and unlawfully annoy and mGlest a child, REDACTED under 
the age of eighteen years, and did commit acts and cause effects therof 
constituting and requisite to the consummation of the said annoying and 
molesting in Ventura County. 

COUNT IX 

Said complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing the 
crime of violation of section 28B(a) of t~e Penal Code, a felony, in that on 
or about May 11, 1980, in San Bernardino County, Ca11fornia, he di~ willfully, 
unlawfully, and lewdly commft a lewd and lascivious act upon and with the body 

_.'and certain parts andmembers thereof ofRED~CTED , a child under the age 
of fourteen years,. ~ith the intent of arousing, appealing to, and gratifying 
the lust, passions, and sexual desires of the said defendant and the said 
child, and did commit acts and cause effects~thereof constituting and req~isit, 
to the consummation of the said lewd and lascivious act in Ventura County. 

1il recommended by 

istrict Attorney: 

OR 

-~pt.: __________ _ 

ilicer: _________ _ 

acalion from------ 197_ 

----------197 __ 

112·-101511/741 

5596 

., ,Is/ K. Mcilva~n-~ ti-o~:.::s.t 
-r L -... 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ___ 2_9_t_h ___ _ 

da~C""\Jan~ry .19.!!. 

/s/ J~seph E. Taylor, Jr. r 
/fo//....., -~~ . ( / / ·~Oepu).i"'istri.;r"t';j'•y, V~n County 

CCI 002657 



PE:NALCODE 

(Pen. Code, § 286) 
.1aving sexual inter­
.uied it was sodomy 
.JW impeachment of 
.:vidence of a sexual 
:ting in defendant's 
vhere the evidence 
a prior time defen­
.l consented; but on . 
1s instead asked if 
I! during the prior 
;ent victim, that he 
get away with it; 

!Ill was never ad· 
mted ,to him, and 
~uestions on cross­
! to the jury em-

victim of a prior 
i successfully de­
pleading consent, 

ould use the same 
as to paint a sign 
;t," however, the 
· of the clear and 

the evidence of 
of the fact that 
, could have via­
brook (1974) 43 

. ccomplices 

allegedly perpe­
a I ocked jail cell 
irial court could 
i 1e circumstances 
>lice and that his 
, sufficient basis 
:re the boy had 

and had never 
ified that he was 
- previously en· 
arious homosex • 
him in the two 
fendant and his 
1 that he would 
Jlt if he did not 
1, and where he 
dd beat him up 
.nyone. Thus it 
nsent to the act 
at bodily harm. 

108 Cal Rptr 

<nowingly, vol· 
unite with the 
n of the crime. 
law, means a 
the possession 

y to make an 
g proposed by 
d 651, 108 Cal 

•en Cod<Jl 

PENAL CODE 

16. In Geueral 
In a prosecution of defendant for burglary and 

other crimes, evidence showing that defendant 
raped the victim twice, sodomized her and com­
pelled. her several times to orally copulate him 
over two-hour period was insufficient to support 
the jury's finding that he inflicted "great bodily 
injury" on the victim within the meaning of Pen. 
Code, § 461, which prescribes enhanced punish-

§ 288 

ment for the intentional infliction cf such injury. 
Neither forcible rape, sodomy, nor oral copulation 
can, in and of themselves, constitute great bodily 
injury for the enhancement of punishment provi­
sion of burglary, and neither can the commission 
of such offenses together, without any additional 
physical manifestations or consequences, constitute 
such injury. People v Caudillo (1978) 21 C3d 562, 
146 Cal Rptr 859, 580 P2d 274. 

§ 286.1. [Repealed by Stats 1975 ch 71 § 8.] 
See§ 286. 

§ 286.5. [Sexually assaulting animal] 
Any person who sexually assaults any animal protected by Section 597f for 
the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of the person is guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 
Added Stats 1975 ch 71 § 8.5. 
21 Cal Jur 3d Criminal Law § 3335. 
Review of Selected 1975 Code L;gislation. 7 Pacific LJ 366. 

§ 287. [Penetration sufficient to complete the crime] 
Any sexual penetration, however slight, is sufficient to complete the crime of 
sodomy. 
Amended Slats 1975 ch 71 § 9 . 

Amendments: 
.1975 Amendment: Substituted "of sodomy" for "against nature". 

Witkin Crimes pp 494, 496. 
21 Cal Jur 3d Criminal Law§ 23JL 
Review of Selected 1975 Code Legislation. 7 Pacific LJ 366. 

A state statute prohibiting "crimes against na­
ture" is not unconstitutionally vague for failing to 
give fair warning to a man convicted under it for 
forcing a woman to submit to his acts of cunnilin· 
gus, where the phrase "crime against nature" had 
been considered by the courts of some states to 
encompass acts of cunnilingus, the broad interpre­
tation of ''crime against nature" as including 
fonns of sexual aberration beyond those acts con­
stituting the common law offense of sodomy, as 
opposed to the narrow interpretation of "crime 
against nature" being limited only to acts constitu· 
ting sodomy at common law, was not itself uncon-

stitutionally vague, the state's highest court, al­
though not specifically holding that cunnilingus 
fell within the statute, had given clear notice in its 
decisions that the statute would receive the 
broader of two plausible interpretations and would 
be applied to acts of cunnilingus when such a case 
arose, and there was no possibility of retroactive 
lawmaking whereby a criminal statute, narrow and 
precise on its face, would be expanded by judicial 
construction to en com pass acts clearly outside the 
scope of the statute as written. Rose v Locke 
(1975) 423 US 48, 46 LEd 2d 185, 96 S Ct 243. 

§ 288. [Crimes against children: Lewd or lascivious acts: Punishment] 
(a) Any person who shall willfully and lewdly commit any lewd or lascivi­
ous act including any of the acts constituting other crimes provided for in 
Part 1 of this code upon or with the body, or any part or member thereof, 
of a child under the age of 14 years, with the intent of arousing, appealing 
to, or gratifying the lust or passions or sexual desires of such person or of 
such child, shall be guilty of a felony and shall be imprisoned in the state 
prison for a term of three, five, or seven years. 

12 Pen Code! 121 
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§ 647a CRIMES AND PUNISHMENT 

SUGGESTED FORM 

Allegation Charging Disorderly Conduct 

[For general form of complaint, see form set out under§ 740.} 

_1 ___ , being duly sworn, states on information and belief that the defendant[s] did hi 
_z __ [City of _s __ , County of _ 4 __ or __ 3 ___ Judicial District, 
_, __ ],State of California, on or about_, __ , 19_8_, commit a misdemeanor, to 
A violation of Section 647, subsec. _, ___ , of the Penal Code of the State of California, 
that _ 10 __ [he or she orthey]_ll ___ [insert one of the following allegations]: 

[Subd (a)} _1~--- did _ 13 ___ [solicit another to engage or engage] in lewd or 
dissolute conduct, to wit: _H ___ in _ 16 __ [a public place ora place open to the 
public ora place exposed to public view], to wit: _ 16 ___ , 

[Subd (b)} _11 ___ did _16 ___ [solicit or engage in] an act of prostitution. 

[Subd (c)} _ 19 ___ did accost other persons in _ 20 ___ [a public place ora place open 
to the public), to wit: _ 21 __ , for the purpose of begging or soliciting alms. -

[Subd (d)}_ 22 ___ did loiter i~ or. about a_ t?ilet open to the public, to wit: -:-2:1--. r~ 
the purpose of _ 24 ___ [engagtng m orsohclttng] a _ 23 __ ,[lewd orlasctvious or 
unlawful} act, to wit: _ 26 __ • 

[Subd (e)} _21 ___ did _ 28 __ [loiter or wander] upon - 29 ___ [street or other 
place} without apparent reason or business and refused to identify himself and to account for 
his presence when requested to do so by a peace officer. 

{Subd (1)]_30 ___ was found in a public place, to wit: _ 31 __ , under the influence of 
_,2 __ .(intoxicating liquor or a drug or toluene or any substance defined as a poison in 
Schedule D of Section 4160 of the Business and Professions Code or any combination of the 
foregoing} in such condition_ 33 ___ [that he was unable to exercise care for his own 
safety or the safety of others or by reason of his being under the influence of_,._ 
(intoxicating liquor, etc.)_ 36 ___ (interfered with or obstructed or prevented) the free use 
of the_ 36 __ (street or sidewalk or other public way)]. 

{Subd (g)}_ n ____ did _ 38 __ [loiter or prowl or wander] upon the private property 
of another, to wit: _ 39 __ , in the nighttime, without visible or lawful business with the 
_ .w __ [owner or occupant] thereof. 

{Subd (h)j_~i ___ did, while _ 42 ___ [loitering or prowling or wandering] upon the 
private property of another, to wit: _ 43 ___ , in the nighttime, peek in the _ ••-
(door orwindmv] of an inhabited _ 45 ___ [building or structure] located thereon, without 
visible or lawful business with the_ 48 ___ [owner or occupant] thereof. 

{Subd (i)) _ <1 ___ did lodge in a _ 48 ___ [building or structure or other place], to wit: 
_•e __ , without the permission of _ 50 __ , the _ 61 ___ [owner or person entitled 
to the possession or person in control] thereof. 

[For form of allegation charging prior convictions see form set out under§ 644.} 

§ 647a. [Annoying or molesting children] 
Every person who annoys or molests any child under the age of 18 is 
a vagrant and is punishable upon first conviction by a fine not 
exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) or by imprisonment in the 
county jail for not exceeding six months or by both such fine and 
imprisonment and is punishable upon the second and each subsequent 
conviction or upon the first conviction after a previous conviction 
under Section 288 of this code by imprisonment in the state prison for 
not less than one year. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

27 Jan 81 

Your Eminence: 

Gn 26 January 1981 Rev. PATRICK ROEMER, was called to the Sherif Station in 
Thousand Oaks as a result of a complaint of child molestation. According to Father 

REDACTED he admitted this and added several other incidents. 

RCALA 007824 

His hearing will take place this coming Friday. REDACTED . is already on the case. 

It will be necessary to transfer Father Roemer immediately. 
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Other news enough· 
·Editor, News Chronicle: , 

Hasn'~ there been enough factual news of 
late to· occupy your reporters? Surely, with _ 
a. new president 'and 'the return of the 
. hostages to ·washington D.C. on Tuesday, 
-your circulation 'must have been . at an ·all-
Umehlgh. -

.. Tell me why, · News Chronicle, did you 
· have to publish with .front-page se!llllltional­
.lsm the 'article' about Father Pat Roemer? 
What puipose did it . serveT Allegations 
stemming from the mouth of a 7-year-<ild 
are hardly grounds for tainlshlng the repu­
tation of one who has done so much good for 

our community and who Is ·loved: by ao 
many, catholics and no!I.Catholics alike. 

Would you have granted the same kind of 
coverage if the person accused liad been a 
layman and not so well known? I think ,not • 

World Book Dicti0nary gives a:s synonyms 
for the . word "scandal" the thi"ee words 
"discredit, disrepute, dishonor.'~ You have 

. made ·an honest effort to bring all three to 
Father Roemer and, In doing so, have 
finnly established 'yourself, as _our neighbor-
hood scandal sheet. . · · -· - · · 
• BRENDA YOUNG, 
Thousand Oaks. 

'Charges are wrong 
Editor, News Chronicle: , . . He bas taken me out" many, many ume5 
, · l'm a high school sophomore and -I have and he has never done anything wrong. He 
known Father Roemer since the -beglrining tries to do so many things foi' kids. When: I' 
9! the eigblli grade. · · needed a Job, he got me one; wl)en my 

b i.t !!~at wrong to show a little affection brother or I played sports or- any'otlier' kid 
towar;d 

8 
cbJld? Come on! Anybody who played sports, he watched tis, and (he) Is 

· · even my godfather. 
knows Father -Roemer will say these 1 would just Uke to say that my whole 
charges are wrong (News Clironlcle, Jan. family loves him and I know I could say 
%7); . ·- • that a lot of other t8milles do too. These 
'He-Is the only person I know In Thousand accusations 'make me very upset. So peoPle 

Oaks that does these things for kids. Practi- who believe the same way I dO- write up. 
cally every kid In St. Paschal's has went out PAT POWERS and FAMILY, ·' 
with Father Roemer. · Tho-usand Oaks. 

Why no~ wait? 
First of ali, a man Is Innocent until p~oven 

guilty, right? This being the case, whY the 
hell couldn't you wait to ~.the 'outcome of 

. the bearing In court before you even prin\'!d 
this story? U you had to print it at all! , ' 

Aren't there enough newsworthy 'stories· 

Editor-,- News Chronicle: 
Re: Article that appeared Tuesday, Jan. 

'Z1 regarding Father Pat Roemer. · , 
I'm ·really very upset about your- article 

'concerning Father Pat Roemer. Db you · 
nia1ize how much that man Is ._admired and 
loved by ao many cbJldren and adults? U 
you did,_you wouldn't luive been so quick to 
Write what yon did. . . - . : _ . · . · 

these days? . · · ->f.--
DIANE GODFREY, • 
Thousand Oaks. ·. 

[· 

. _aac:::::ni 
Lest we forget . I , : ·4, 

j ·. . Editor, News. Chronicle: 
We thi1)k that tlie artlcl~ concerning 

Father Pat Roemer came across as specula­
tive and opinionated. As parishioners of his 
church and personal friends of his we have 
found that his conduct Is more than accep_ta­
ble in his extensive work ·with children In 
many areas such as AYSO, Boy Scouts ·and 

many other children's organiZations. It 
. seems to us that you forget that -in ·tile 
Ur:fted States a .man is Innocent until proven 
gl\ilty. . . 

BILL BUSH; 
_DAN BUSH, 
Thousand Oaks. 

They are really close 
_Editor, News Chronicle: 

I'm 10 years old and I've known Father 
Roemer . for all of my life. We are really .· 

close and I love him very rim~h. 
ANDREW WHITEHOUSE, 
Thousand Oaks. 

Always there when needed 

'.', 

Editor. News Chronicle: 
I'm very sorry to see t1ie article you wrote 

about Father Pat Roemer. I've known him 
for 10 yeariJ. He Is one of the best friends I 
have ever had and is always there. when· I . 
need him. I. think it was a disgrac~- the way. 

·, 
.; 

you put him down in your paper .. I pe~so~­
ally think that he has done inore than any 
_other man for the youth In : the Conejo 

·Valley. · · " ·' · · 
:riM WHITEHOUSE, ... ,._ 
T)10usand Oaks.- · 

·_Too good ·of ,a.guy 
Editor, News,Chronicle: . ,; once he took'me and's~me other b(;ysto see. 

My mom and dad ·to.ld .me 'about the'' · a 'inovie and after CCD Class he's there to 
article In the Tuesday Jan.· 27 News Chronl!._ ·: ·greet us. He's a really 'nic~· guy ·.and I 
cle-on Father Roemer: I go to: st. P&Scpal's '·support him allllie way. ·. · ·; /.:_: · 
Church and I attend CCD. (Coilfraterll!ty of 
Christian Doctrine) classes twice a week. I BRYAN MARTIN, 

., 

know be wouldn'~ do a thing like. that, he Age 11, . 
wouldn't. I know he's too gooq of a guy, like Thousand Oaks. 

-l 
I 
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Means so much 
Editor, Neifs· Chronicle: 

The article that was · printed in your· 
paper, Page !, Jan. 27; concerning. Father 
Donald ·Patrick· Roemer was a total out­
rage! Your article has proven bim guilty 
before his court date. This man means so 
much to our own family, not to mention the 
entire congregation of St. Pa~hal's. If this 
man is cleared, pe will carry the shadow 
you cast over his life to his grave, and all · 
because the News Chronicle .like:! to sensa­
Uonaltze at aU costs. He has given his !Ue to 
God and his congregation and you slipped it. 
right from under bim. , · · 

If anyone quotes anything from your 
paper without other proof, I would never 
believe·them and I would tell them why. 
The News Chronicle loves to sensationalize. · 

JOYCEZAR,· 
Thousand Oaks. 

Children hurt 
Editor, News Chronicle: 

Regarding your article about Father 
Roemer on Jan. 27. · 

I was shocked and mad after reading your 
article about Father Roemer. As a con­
cerned parent I condemn anything that 
would hurt the mental and physical well­
being of our children. Do you realiz~ h_ow 
nia.r.y children you have burt by ·pnnting 
such a story? Granted, you don't know him, 
but to print such a story before the man has. 
been found guilty is a grave injustice: 

. !'would like to ask the parents of the child 
In this case as members of the parish, why 
didn't you contact the parish itself? Don't 
you trust the church you ~ttend? . 

Father Roemer bas acblev!!d what par­
·ents and educators· work for - the love of 

· our children and I hate to see this crumble 
because of a probable misunderstanding. 

Father Roemer, MelisSa and Michael send 
you their love; they want you back soon! 

MARY L. BORAU, · 
Thousand Oaks. 

Close friend 
Editor, News. Chronicle:. 

I am a close friend to Father Pat. He 
taught me how to be an altar boy. Don't you 
think he feels . pretty bad rtght now? But · 
putting it in the newspaper {Is) pretty 
outright stupid; he feels embarrassed 
enough without putting it in the paper .when 

· .the person has earned up nicknames as 
"Incredible Father Hulk," or "Bionic 
Priest" or HSuper Priest.'' or ·"MinJ 
Priest.. r •· 

The printing of stories should be brought 
in more consideration. The first story's had 
enough but to print another one (pretty 

·stupid, buh?) · 
P.S. Come hack to Redwood (Intermedi­

ate School) soon: 
CHRIS HEIMLER, 
Thousand Oaks. 

State of shock 
Editor, News Chronicle: · 

I am certain those of us who are a part of 
the Catholic coniffiunity here in Thousand 
Oaks are in a state of shock conceining the 
accusations brought against our Father 
Roemer, of St. Paschal's. At ·this point in 
time all we can do is wait to hear the 
evld~ce and the verdict as to whether 
Father is guilty or innocent. Knowing 
Father as we do, we would rather believe he 
is innoCent and pray our Leliefs are correct. 

I ·all) horribly angry . over this ' entire 
incident, but my anger for the moment is 
directed strleUy at the News Chronicle and 
the reporter who took It upon herself to 

.. _.;,· .... 

sinear the name of a very loving man 
before he. was declared guilty or Innocent. 
The damage has been done now, Faye 
·Fiore, and God willing, if Father is declared 
innocent I would not want what you have 
done on my conscience. 

I ask you, News Chronicle, and Fior:, why 
did you not take it upon yourself to pnnt the 
name of the 7-year-old and his parents and 

• tlie friends of the parents who involved 
themselves in this horrid story? You tell Iile 
the difference and \'l'hat give• you the right 
to smear the name of a man of God and not 
the.name of a 7-year-old, and don't give me 
that song and dance because .the child Is a 
. minor and it is for his own protection. What 
about someone protecting Father Roemer? I 
find this act you have coinmitted abomina­
ble l!eplorable and abusive to the entire 
Catholic community and the .administrators 

. of St. Paschal's. God help your miserable 
souls and God help us all in the future if this 
Is the kind of prejudging we are all destined 
to be exposed to in tlils community by the 
news media. . 

I now direct the next question to the 
parents of the child in question. Why did you 
not go directly to the church administrators 
with your accusations? It was a low, cheap 
shot to iilvolve any outsider until you took it 
up with church authorities. You 'allowed: 
your friends to make Father Roemer the 
center rlng of a three-ring circus. God help 
us all if this is what we have to contend With . 
in. today's society. Leave it to the news 
media to get bur blood boiling. I suggest, 
Fiore, the next time you jump the gun to get 
a sensational story, you call upon your own 
God and conscience to gulde your every 
step. . . . 

MRS. FRANCINE JUSTICE SHERMAN 
and FAMILY,. ' 

Thousand Oaks .. 

Wr~ng reasons 
Editor, News Chronicle: . , ' '· 
· . Is there room for one more letter concern-

• big the Father Roemer case? It seems that 
many people are getting hot for , what 
appears to me the wrong reasons. 
. ·1. To Imply that an accusation from a 7-
year-old has jitUe credibility bec~use of his 
youthful age is terribly unjust. I fmd this an 

· odd and embarrassing kind of a story for a 
child to be makllig up. More children should 

·be given a ·responsive but still discerning 
ear.. . .' . n 

2. Perhaps this "checking with a friend 
about the child's story was in an effort to be , 
fair to Father Roemer, so as not to take. 
such an accusation lightly. 

3. I also ask, what makes a man of the 
cloth exempt from·· emotional disturbances? . 
It bas happened before. Does this mean that 
any person holding a position of lnfluenc;e 
and respect should automatically be free 
from suspicion? 

4. And to. say that any person has .an 
inability to be Immoral sounds quite pres­
umptuous to me. The only person I can 
think of who (;ould claim that virtue is 
Jesus. We are all struggling with our human 
desires to •orne degree or another. 
· 5. I am not saying this man is guilty. I 
have no way· of knowing. And I am not 
refuting thoSe who believe bim to be a fine 
man. But the danger in blindly discounting· 
·a serious accusation disturbs me greatly,. It 
is important tba't every claim of this sort is 
thoroughly investigated to protect the inno­
cent. . .. . 

6. The major fault here, I think, is of the 
·newspaper's haildling and coverage of this 
·!hatter. Since a man's reputation and career 
could be irrevOcably damaged, as In this 
case, can't' the paper .wait to report until 
after It has been determined whether. the 
man is innocent or guilty? 

MRS. KATHY AUSTEN, 
, Thousand Oaks. 

Second father' 
Editor, News Chronicle: . . . · ,.. · . 

1 am 13 years old and I'm ln 'junior high. 
I've known Father Pat since fifth· grade.· I, ti 
as well as my brothers, ·ages 12 and 8, have ~ 

. SPOnt · many hours and days alone with ! · 
Father ·'Pat and I think It's wrong what l· 
people are doing to bi.nL He's ahnost like a ! · 
second father to me and· I love bim very .. I 
much; I know he wouldn't do. such a thing .'. 
like he's accused qf to anyilne. Stire he bugs. 
me and I love him because he is just' 
showing me how muqh be loves me. I play 
tennis with ·him and he takes me· to many , . 
different places. · '"· 

I just want to say that a lot of people are 
behind Father Pat and we all love him very 
much. · ' 
'JOHN RODRIGUEZ and FAM,ILY, 
Thousand Oaks. 

In third place l 
! Editor, News Chronicle: . 

I am i4 years old and my sister Is 12 I 
years old. Ever since I knew Father Pat, he ·# 
has never made any of those things a little \I 
7-year-old boy stated to fh!! police and you ij 
(News Chronicle) to me or to.my sister. He , ' 
bas .taken a lot of my.friends and myseU t.o ll 
different places all over. Last year be took 
all the eighth-graders on a retreat to Mallbu i 
before our Confirmation. He.worb with all i 
children all the time and my sister says he I 
goes through all the CCD (Confraternity of 
Christine Doctrihe) classes and saya hello, · 

I thought thlit printing lbpt article qn ~ 
front page was really lo)'j':.ctass. ¥ on~ !Body 
said In the letters to the editor 011 Jan.::W·,t 
that this paper was a scimdal abeet on her 
street and I have to agiee Wjth lief on that 
because evfi'YI!ody at ~ ~ along the" , 
streets talk about this aitlcle .. ,This paper. ' 
. was first on my list of pape'ra but now; It'~ 
third out of only two papers. · .. . : :· · .. 

AU my friends agree with me saying we. 
. are behind you 100 percent, Father Pat· We .' 

all know you are. not guilty and we hope the 
district attorney of Ventura : County , will 
notice it, too. 

We love you, Father Pat! 
· SCO'IT MciNTYRE, 
· Thousand Oaks, 

Will.rehuild life·· _:! 
Editor, New .. Chroni~le: '> ' ·:· ' · · 

I cannot believe that article about Father \ 
· Pat Roemer In the News Chronicle on Jan. 

· 27. Your article is totally untrue and I really · 
do not believe it in my heart. I think you . 
have ruine<;l F11ther Pat's relationship with 
the UtUe kids but I hope that he will still 

. have the contact with kids !>e. once had. 
· Knowing Father Pat, be will rebuild h!s !Ue 

and I will always love blm, no matter what 
and so wlll everyone else. He· is someone 
everyone . can talk. to and we know tb!lt be. ! 
cim help' us with our problems and under-
stand wi too. . : . . . 

Father Roemer is great and he loves aU of 
us kids here at St. 'i'aschal's school and all 
kids be comes In contact with. I. am re8lly :: 
IIOrrY for the parents onhe 7-year-<)!d boy . 
for they don't Wlderstand the (rue m~ · 
of love with respect and c!lgnity. • . · · · . ' ·j 

I would just like to say that we back :fi 
. Father Pat and everyone loves you, Father. ;'' 

Please come hack to St. Paschal's Parisl!/.'1 
because. we love you. an. d need y. ou. ~,!.' : : MATTHEW WESTENDORF, . : ! 

i Thousand Oaks. . F: : .i aoi 
I· . . . · . . . : ·. : · . _ ~ :t,,..,. 
r--~w.a~~-~ 
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1/v:J /">t . 
CQinmunity :s·tttnned by 
report of J*(est's arrest 

ay F AY,E FIORli: 

Comparing nlm tq a "sacrificial lamb'' 
who _.lll b,eipg. 1 '~\lllg apd crucifie!l" before 
~ m,at; $l!Verall~al re$idi!1Jts expressed 

. shocJ 411d. AAg~!: aQQP~ the arrest pf a 
eo_. ·_·_.nl~ .•. _·Pll~~-~~·~q~~:-~· c:tmrges of child 
mofi~»~•S· · .· ·· · · . 

. 'J'hl! N.ewll Cbfonicle ha:neceived a flood 
of ph9~ ca~ after·reporting Tuesday that 
tbe Rev: D.ona•d Patrick Roemer, :iii, was 
l>Qok,~ MC!n®Y flieb~ 'at tne Eas~ v~ey 
-Sheriff's Station on a single-count of child :.wolesijng.• > : · · ·.·· . ··. ··_ ·- · · 

. .. .Callefll !lave angrily criticized_ .the news­
' ·. paper fc>.r publ~g the report of the arrest, 
· ' sayipg publiclty should have been withheld 

·. unUJ after l\!)e!ller is tried. 
' . Roemer is accused of ''making advances 
of a s¢xual ~ture'_' toward a 7-year-old boy 
.wbo attend$ Bible study classes at. St. 
Paschal Qaylon Catholic Church in Tbou­
saJld oaks, al1eriff's deputies said. 
• • The News Cllronicle routinely publis4es 
~t:irts of Such arre~~ts. · .·.· · 

-- · Rqemer , is · scheduled to appear -at 
8:30' a,m~ Frid~y in Ve11tura Municipal 

·· Court Division 11 to .enter a plea. · · 
· • Tile cllUd~;s parents told deputies that their 
IJOil began to describe at the dinner table an 
alleged encounter with Roemer. Sh~riW~ 

;· ' ctetectivclC ~vestigated.- the . sitJ,llltlon and 
· determined there were grounds to·arrest the 

(!}ergyJnlln. who· ~as been a priest for 10 
Yea~; .. ·_ . · 

Roemer has been publicly commended for 
bi;s patien~ work with children during his 

· few yeal;'s in ~he lQCal p~. and disbeliev· 
_lng . pa~t$ .: at~ stepping f<~I,"Wal'(i in Pis 
defense, ' · · · · · ·. 
·"OW' priests ~!! constant targets,'' said 

Penny Lord, a parishioner at ·st. Jude's 
Catholic Church in Thousand Oaks.· "All 
priests are like.sacrificialla.mbs,"-wbo are 
vulnerable · to ac:cusationil, she said a{U:r 

· ~g the News ctlronicle. · · 
Lord related overhearing people at St. 

Jude's parish praying for Roemer, who has 
come to be known as "Father Pat" in the 

· coriuntmity. · . 
. ''The _ .people at the church are hurt 
. because -they know him and they love llim. ' 
and they \fant to be sure be'a gq~ to be 
given a fair trtal," abe said. • 

Darts. of criticism nave also been aimed 
at the sJteriff's department, which callers 
lillY overreacted to .the "remarks of a 7-

. year-old:" 
Detectives are ·caught ·precariously 

betw~ JuatifYing the arrest to Ule public 
and suppressing important evidence .that 
must' be saved for court. · 
· Contacted !>Y the ~ews Chronicle this 
morning, East Valley Commander Larry 
Kalsbeek reinforced his earlier comments 
that the arrest was not made on a whim. 

"ObVious!y, you do not build a case 
around only one statement by a 7-year-old," 
Kalsooek said. "We did conduct further 
investigation and for those who have con-

• r.ln.-l~ri t.h.At. thP .ArrPlilt .-li.-l nnt h-Ave lilnffir.iPnt 

cause, they should hol(J their comments 
until the preliminary eXl!lllination Where 
evidence can bC made public in _court. But 
we are satisfied that there is · suf(~ient 
evidence for arrest and prosecutiQn. '! ; .••. ' 

·. Members of the pari$ inlf.i$ Umt .~~- ij 
Roemer is follJlc:l i.nne)cent in com't ~ 
reputation· and work ip Ule CQirunuiU~)i: ·~· 
be permanenUy soUed l!Y ijle Mll~i!ti-9~~&~, • 

'~Tbis rQjned the numt :~aid. Bll4 $wee,. ; " 
ney, a . St. P*'llCllal's _·parishioner ··wb<i · 
accused . the News Chri!Jlicle of poor j~g- · 

· · ment in pablishing the .ltrtlcle', '''Ther!.''S ·a · 
. ·19t of bact th8t could ~ ,, ca~> bt tNJ.• 

.. 
. ' .. . . 

e~~peeiaUy oocaU$e this qu1n .~- ~•wor~: 
ing with cb1ldren for y-ears. . · · ·· . · · · · 
· "It's tliking from bimJJ,1e. veey thing be 

·· . stOO(l for. all his life. He's being bung ancJ 
crucified before his trial. It m~ be tearing 
this man apart." . 
~motions are und(lub~y 1'llbJli,ng even 

higher because Roomer has reached out to 
so many children in. the' cpmmunity, 
prompttng Ule Parent Teachers Association 
to· award him its 198fl Horiqrary: ~J:'\1!~~ _. 
Award torbls·work with Conejo)'outh. · ··· 

A ~ews Cllronicle article pul:llisbed last 
April described the clergyman's candidness 
and sense of hUm.or with the children, as 
well as his philosophy of "being there" for 
those who ~E!ed him. · ·· 

"For people, or for kids, that's w~t it's .: ~ ' · 
all al_lout," he was quoted as !~(lying. ' · · _ 

Bill Sugars, president of the Conejo VQlley : --~ 
chapter of Concerned Parents tor Stronger · 
Legislation Against Child Molesters (SLAM) 
said. he, too, has been reprov~ (or ·~Jja 
conunents about the arrest. · · · · · · · · ·· 
• The coinmunity uproar is b~y, he said, 
because the public has seen pone of the 
evidence gathered by det~tives, 

"I would prefer that the CO!ll!llunity wait 
until the arraignment is over until theY pass 
any judgment on anybody - whether it's 
SLAM, the sheriff's depa$pe~~t, membCrs 
of the church or parents. · . · · · · 

• "I think the community is bl.iJidly rushing · ~ ·_ 
to.the aid of this man," he said. "A show of . · 
support is expected, but to make accusa- - .. 
tions about something they know nothing ·_ : :-
about is foolish." -• 

Sheriff's detectives are continuing to 
· investigate the case before they take it to 

the Ventura County district attorney's 
office, where it will be reviewed for possible 
·nrn.<>er.ntinn. · 
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Conejo priest denies 
guilt in molest case 

By FAYE FIOl\E 
'·.;. 

Father Donal<! P11trlck Roem~r Iilla morn· 
lng plea<led Innocent to a charge that he 
sexually molested a young.ter who atten<led 
Bible study classes at his Thousan<l Oaks 
church. ' 

There· are nine counts lnclu<led In the 
complaint filed by the Ventura clistrtct 
attorney's office this morning, officials 
there said. 

The prleJt, flanked by a han<lful of sup­
porters, squinted sharply at the stark light 
of a television camera waiting for him as he 
walked out of the doors of the Ventura 
municipal COIII'troonl after bla arralgnrilent. 

The formal charge waa filed ·by the 
V en lura County district attorney's office 
thJs morning after prosecutors reviewed 
evidellce coliiiCifcl by Conejp iberiff'a depu­
ties. Detectives bave been lnvestfgatlng the 
case since the 36-year-old St. Paschal 
Baylon parish priest was arrested Monday 
night. 

Emotlona which exploded In the commu­
nity after tbe report of bla arreat were 
heightened at today's arraigrunent u local 
parishioners h!lddled around tbe priest to 
protect hhn from tbe camera an<l reporters. 

"Why are you doing thJs to hhn ?" one 
woman yeUed. 

"Why not? They clid It to Jesus," another 
respon<led bitterly. 

The prieJt, renowned locaUy for bla work 
with chUdren, was booked alter the parents 
of a 7-year-<>ld Thollllllnd Oaka boy reported 
tbat Roemer allegedly molested the young­
ster. Sherllf's deputies who investigated the 
eomplaint uy they found enough adclitional 
evidence to warrant an arrest and prosecu­
tion, although they will not clisclo&e the facts 
of the case. ' 

Neither Roemer .nor bla Los Angele$ 
attorney, J,J. Brandlln, would conunent on 
the·matter. · 

Roemer clid respond, however, to the 
abower of aupport ~ has received from 
churchgom w~ are appalled by the arrest 
an<1 disgusted by the media' coverage. 

"I lUll lrl!mendou,ely grateful,'~ the amaU, 
red-halrecl·~ said so!tly as he walled to 
011ter his plea. 
:Municipal Colirt iiudge Edwin M. Os~ 

ordered Roomer to appear,tor-a PJI'IInlinllrY 
hearing at 1:30 p.m. Feb. 19 In -Divillolll2 
of the municlpi\L court wbere Oeputy Dis­
trict Attorney Joe Taylor said he expects to . 
present about a half~ay pf le$timony. 

A judge will then decide If there Is enough 
evidence to order tbe clergyman to atan<l 
trial. 

The swift arraignment lasted less than 
five minutes, but the uproar outside the 
courtroom yielded to a lengthy flood of 
conflicting comments. 

"My question is why don't they publish 
the name of the accuser?" Penny Lord, a 
St. Jude's Catholic Church parisbianer an<l 
a friend of the clergyman, said. 

Sherifrs department policy prohibits dep­
uties from releasing tbe name of tbe victim 
of an alleged sexlUII crime or the name of 
thtt tamnv "'h•n th• vltttim h1. a Mlrun• 

"We've heard of cases where chU!Iren Ue; 
It bapjlellll all the time," Lord Ald. 

T)le readiness of ch11rch · memhers to :·.:;. 
dlsco11nt the 7-year·old'• complaint dl•· ::.~ 
turbed Jesaie Kloppenburg, national presi- _.., 
dent of Concerned · Parents for Stronger · • :> 
LegislatiQn .\@alnat Child: Mo~eater• ~ .. .;.· ... 
(SLAM). . . . ·· 

"I won<ler why adull:i find It 5o bard to ::: 
believe chUdrep," she said outside lbe 
courtroom. • ..:·· 

"This problem exbts In every w~ of Ufe, 
It Is not limited to any profession. lt croaaea •. · :. 
aU bQIIndariea, whether they be political Of: ·• ~,. 
racial or whatever,'' Kloppenburg said, •. 
adding tluit llbe will foiiQw tll\1 c~ .throlljlb · .. 
the court process. · · 

"People. sometimes believe that II a ·• • · 
person is a man of God, be ia allove aU of · .. · 
thJs ••. l ~w ~Qn for )lim •lid J .• :-.~ 
know be has feelings, 'but I still ·b&ve ~:< 
feellnp for children, too." . ··. : .;. 

Roemer· baa beeiJ honored lor h\11 active. ,, 
work with Conejo youth and parllbioper~ ~--.i 
today CO.IIJI~Ined tbat bja IIIT\llt • '- !Ill ·:;:.· 
affront to bill good deeds. · ' ••• :._:~, 

"The. verY same people wllo arrested· hhn 
are the ones who would call hhn In the 
middle .of the night to aslr. his help witll a - . 
teen-ager," Bob Lord complained-· · ~. 

The priest's · supporters ClllllPialned of _::-::_ 
biased cover~ge "whleh baa .~~ever ·told_.;,:-­
Father Roemer's side"; the pr~ ha~ met · > ~ 
with repeated responsea of "no cOI!UIIentt! 
from the church, ~er a(lli.bl$ atton\ey. 

An 1:30 ll.m• Ma"" at St. P~hal'o "'In- ·, .. 
clded with Roemer's appearance In court; ·• 
obaerveri said the phurcb w.- crowcljlli with . 
parishioners who . evidently. turned 011L to · 
pray for ,hhn. · 

Jessie Kloppe~~burg, oational prelldCDt of 
Coueemed Parents for Stronger Leglslatloll 
Agaio~t CbUd MQ!eaters, altended lodlly's 
beartag. (News Chrolllcle pboto) 
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j)fu~~t~ C·onejo priest 
charged with 

child molesting 
By FAYE FIORE 

A Conejo parish· priest was charged 
Monday with one count of child molesting 
after he'allegedly "made advances'' toward 
a 7-year-old Thousand Oaks boy. 

Father Donald PatriCk .Roemer, 36, was 
arrested at 3:30 p.m. at Sl Paschal Baylon 

. CiJ,thollc Church, 155 E. Janss Road, and . 
. ·.booked ·at ·East Valley. Sheriff's. Station, 
Detective Sgt. Andy Vasquei said today .. · 

Deputies were tight-lipped about the inc!­
' dent this morning, saying only . that the 
youngster. told his parents the priest made 
"advances of a sexual nature toward him." 

The child was attending a catechism class 
at the church, in which children are taught 
about the Catholic faith, authorities said. 

A member of the parish told the News 
ChrOI1icle that the boy was eating dinner 
with his parents when he began to describe 
an incident with Roemer. . . 

BtmillffiimtWmTitmTililtf.:1tffBM 
i!i~iii~~~~j~~~iii!iii~.<i~i~~~.~~t~~~i~iiiii~~ij 
,;.;_,c~'.t~i-;'jfi,:1U~t~~u~:~;,~;,~·~~~~ 

"The parents are friends of ours and they 
called me, wondering what to do," the 
parishioner, who asked not to be identified, 

(See PRIEST, Page 3) 

' • -=~!· ~., -.-.. ~ !,~··· ~' ··~"' -·lr': . • 

~'llr~""''"'v;;;~vs.,;,;;:_• .:;;.· :.;.;.;..;.....,;.;...;;.;.;,;.;;.._;.;;,;;·;,;;''···::;:~;;::~'·.;-~:;"::;"-~:l!:o;-~~··~~--lifl>~. ~~~.i~..;.t;.;.;;_·~·_;i:.:'~~.di~~~,-;~~:..~ ............ ..-w.~>~. ·~ ,_,, .... ,-"'··'""",.,',,., .. ,:.,,.,_.,,,~,~.:t.-;.v,:;,_,H>'!>-.,.,..:. ,,,_,,....,t:,··-::-·~~ ''I.\Li\'_d.~=kk$.¢fi£~·;:.· .. . 
~~~ .. ·~ 1 rM··grrt~'· . ·-a.-a,··o ~ -·~~~_:,._.,-~"'~---- _ 

:i~id. "Father Roemer has 
ii ·their child and ours, too." ., ' 

worked with 

:_; : The youngster's parents contacted sher­
-iff's deputies and Roemer was arrested 
after an investigation by detectives. 

. "It's very impo(tant that people know 
.about this kind of thing because, hopefully, 
it . will bring other people forward," Bill 
Sugars, president of. the Conejo chapter of 
Concerned Citizens for Stronger Legislation 
Against Chlld .Molesters (SLAM);· said. 

"Especially in a position of trust like -this, 
he should ·not be allowed to work with 
children ever again if he is guilty of what 
he's charged with." · 

Father Colm O'Ryan, co-administrator of 
the parish, ~efused to comment on the 
arrest this morning. · · . . 

Members of the church said the priest 
works extensively: with children and- has 
been at St. Paschal's for abOut three or four 

·years. . . 
Those contacted were shocked to learn of 

the arrest. "He's such a neat guy," one 
woman said. · · · . · 

Roemer was released from the sheriff's 
station on his promise to appear in Ventura 
County MuniCipal Court Thursday at 
8:30a.m. ' 

Authorities are in the process of filing the 
charges with the Ventura County district 
attorney's office. · 

If an arraign_ment is conducted Thursday, 
·Roemer will enter his plea to the charges. 

~ -:.::>:; \ 
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Conejo priest denies. 
guilt in molest case 

By FAYE FIORJ!: 

Father Donald Patrick Roemer thi3 morn-
. ln!i pleaded innocent tQ a charge that he 
se~ually molested a youngster who attended 
Bible study classes at his Thousand Oaks 
church. · · 

There are nine counts included In the 
complaint filed by . the · Ventura district 
attorney's ·office thi! morning, offictats 
there said;~. · 

The. pri!~t, flanked by a handful of sup­
porters, squinted s~rply at the stark light 
of a te1evlslon camera waiting for him as he 
walked ·oat of. the doors of the Ventura 
municipal eourtTQom after his arraignment; 

Tbe lormal <barge was flied oy the -
Ventura· ~otuity dlstrict attorney's offlc:e 
this mOrning after · prosecutor.s reviewed 
evidence collected by Cljinejo sherlfC's depu· 

. ties. Detecl~v.es have been Investigating the 
case since .the 36-year-old St. Paschal 
Baylon parish priest was arrested Monday 
night. 

Emotions which expl~ed in the com.mu- · 
nlty a.fter the reporl of hi.! arrest were 
heightened at today's arraignment as local 
parW.ionei's huddled ·around the pri~st to 
protect him from the camera and reporter3. 

"Wby are you doing this to him?" one 
woman yelled. 

11Why not? They dld it to Jesus," another 
responded bitterly. 

The. prlest, renowned locally .for his work 
with children. was booked erter the parents 
of 11 7·year.old ·Thousand Oaks boy reported 

· that Roemer allegedly molested the yo\IIIg· 
st·er. SherUf's deputies who investigated the 

. · . Complaint lay they found enough additional 
· evidence 'to warrant en arrest and prosecu· 

tion, althOugh' th~Y .will not disclose the fact3 
of the .. · · · 

11We''/e heard of cases where children ue; 
it happens all the time, 11 Lord said. 

The readiness o£ church members to 
discount thc 1-year-old's complaint dis· 
turbed Je53ie Kloppenburg, national pres!· 
dent Of Concerned Parents for Strong~ 
Leglslalion Against Child. M.ole!!lters 
(SLAM). 

111 wonder why 'adult!,.find it so hard to 
believe children." she said outside the 
courtroom. 

"This problem exists in every walk of llfe. 
It is not limited to any profession. It crQsses 
all boundaries, whether they be political Qr 
racial or whatever," Kloppenburg uid, 
adding that she will fol~ow the case through 
lhe court process. · 

'
1People. sometimes believe that lf 11 

person ls a man of God, he ls above all of 
this. .. ; I have compassion for him and I 
know he has feelings, but I still have 
leelings for .children, too," . 

Roemer. has been honored for his active 
work with Conejo youth and parishioner:~ · 
today co~nplained that. his arrest is an 
affront to hls good dee<!J', · · ·. . 

"The very same people who arrested him 
are the Dnes who would call him in the 
~ddle of the night to ask hls help with a · 
teen-ager," Bob Lord.comp1ained. . . ' · 

The priest's supporters complal.ned of: 
biased coverage. "which has· never told· 
Father Roemer's side"i the press; has met 
wlth repeated responses o! ''no 'commenl11 • 

from the ch11rch, Roemer and tllil attorneY. 
An S:30 a.m. Mass at St. Paschal's coin-· 

clded with Roemer's appearance in ,court; 
observers said the church was croWded with , 
parishioners who evidently tumed.'Qut ·to 

. pray for him. 
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By MARJORIE SCOTT 
Daily News Staff Writer 

The Ventura County district 
attorney Friday filed a nine­
count complaint of chHd moles~ 
tation against the Rev. Donald 

I 
Patrick .Roemer, 36, a priest at 
St. Paschal Baylon Catholic 

. Church in Thousand Oaks. 
Roemer ·was ·arrested late 

. Monday night at the church, 155 
E. Janss Road, booked at the 
Ventura County Sheriff's De­
partment East Valley Statioh 
arid released on his own recog­
nizance. 

.The priest was arraigned Fri­
dav mqrni'niZ in VenturaCountv 

r.f""'P~ ,(;;'}:j,t~~~.i{,;/,t-,o:-.':·~-··•~-';J.i. ·~·,,~,_;.,,...,., ;j, .·•·.;_,;~"-.!'-..··,.' •. 

~. 

Municipal Court before Judge The charges Were filed over 
Edwm M~ qsborneand a~ain re- incidents .. alleged to have oc­
leased on· hts ·own recog_Qizance; .·· curred. between May 1980 and 

The. case ·is 'Sfheduled for a Jan, 26. ar)q n_am~ nine separate 
preliminary ~earihg ~t' 1:30 p.m. · vic~ims,; 'fay lor said. The .. co~­
on Feb. 1;9 'in Divison 12 of. the plamts mclud~ two counts m­
Mtinicipal Cotirt. iri the Hall of vol¥ing acts in other counties, 
Justice at the Ventura. County one in San Diego and one in San 
GovernmentCenter;·800 S, Vic~ Bernardino, he added . 
toria AVe:; Ventur'a:. . ''All we're releasing at this 

Deputy·. District . Attorney J c.: . time is basicallythe information 
seph T:aylor said. in the com- ·on the complaints itself, because 
plaint F -- "ner iE' ·,arged with of the sensitive .nature of the 

. sev~n {. . .1ts 01. ...'lony child case and of Roemer's po!lition in 
rriolestatioh. and .two 'counts of the coril.ini:mity," said Rbbert 
misdemeanor child molestation. Bradley, chief ·deputy . .district 
The charges involve poys aged attorney for Ventura County. 
7 to 1,'3, ···· . "W~ feel not discussing the is-

sues of the case with anyone 
Will ensure a fair trial," Bradley 
said. '"1'here~s some' real con­
cern in this case, more than. in 
other child molest cases, of the 
ramifications on the victims in 
school and in church. if others 
know who they are. Their fami­
lies are concerned," he added. 

Roemer was arrested by dep­
uties Monday on suspicion of 
child molestation after a 7:year-
old boy said the -priest made 
sexuaL advances toward him, re­
ported Sgt. Daniel Coons of the 
East Valley Sheriff's Station. 
Coons said Thousand Oaks po­
lice resoonded to a call that af-

ternoon at SL Paschal's to 
check on a possible child riwles-
tation. · 

Church offiCials have declined 
to comment on the. particulars 
of the case. On Tuesday, The 
Rev. Colm O'Ryim, co-adminis­
trator of St. Paschal's, said nei­
ther he. nor anyone else at the 
church would have any com­
ment on Roemer . 

Contacted by telephone after 
the-arraignment Thursday, The 
Rev. Thomas A. Greaney, 
churc:h pastor, said, "Every-· 

, thing has bam dropped." 
When told that nine counts of 

Please turn to Pa~te 10. col. l 
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PTA cites 2 for 
youth work· 

. •• By KAREN HIBDON 
I 

wife of Bill Joerger and 
mother ot three children ~ 

1 For ongoing services to 14, 16, and 18 years of age -
the youth of The Conejo, !wo Joerger "has been a parent 
Conejo residents were bon- volunteer· throughout the 
ored Wednesday evening by area for the 12 years she's 
the Conejo Council of Parent. livelthere," explained Ire~ 
Teacher Associations. . King, who presented the · 

The Rev. Donald Roe(IJer, surprise award. 
affection~~otel)" known as Joerger served as: PTA 
'.'F.atlier · Pat,'! was ·president at Mead.ows Ele: 
presented with the· PTA' mentary School· for two 
Honorary Service Award, years and as president of 
with Dee Joerger receiving the Los Cllrritos Intermedi­
the ·Continuing Service ate. School Parent-Teacher­
Award. ·. · . Student Association. She 

Plans for ·the presenta- served as president of the 
lions were kept secret until Conejo Council of PTAs for· 
Wednesday's ceremony, two years, woi'ked on var­
h.osted by Wildwood Ele- lous school district commlt­
mentary School, one .of 12 tees and toward the passage 
schools in the Conejo Coun- of school bonds in the dis- at their individual schools. honorary; Doris DaKroob, 
ell of PTAs. Nominee3 for trlct. She has held various They are: honorary; George CUley, 
the couneilwlde award' were offices within the PTA orga- • Colina Intermediate·- , honorary; 
solicited from all a5peels of nizatiori at all levels. Carolina Maslen, honorary; ' • Meadows Elementary -
the community, including Joerger has been active in . Tyler Clark,ltonorary; Car-·· Jean fhillips, honorary; 
sporting groups, and other , the St. Paschal Baylon Con- olyn Elsendach, hononorary. Dilve Long, honorary. 
civic ·and youth-oriented fraternity of Christian Doc- · • Conejo Elementary :-. • Thousand Oaks High - · 
clubs .and organizations, trine program, and has· Jacque Johndro, honorary. Ron Barney, honorary. _ 
said Jackie Friedman, cur- coaChed Bobby Sox teams • Glenwood Elementary- •. Triunfo Elementary. -
rent couneil president. · for years. She Is currently Tom Dish no, honorary; Geraldine Bielcik,, honorary •. 

The winners were selected second vice. president of the Diane McKanna, honora·ry; • Waverly Elementary ..:. 
by a committee of lndivldil- Conejo Council and was Pat Cook, honorary. • · Dave Tuttle, honorary. ..-
als representing each of the chairman orthe 1980 awards· · • Horizon Hills Elemen- ~ Weathersfield Elemen-: 
schools in the council. . ceremony· . , · . . ·. tilfy - . Tina Longenecker, ' tary - Sylvia Fox, honor- , 

\3efore a gathering of In addition 'to the"~o-'top honorary; Raymond. Hebel, ary; James Gordon, honor- 1 · 

some HO persons, Joerger couneil awards, the Conejo continUing. · • ary. ; > 
expounded on th~ attributes· Council gave special. rec~,, · • Ladera Elementary·-· • Wildwood Elementary:­
of Roemer, who works with nltion to-those·selected this Gay Hamby, honorary. .. . Robert Sisco, Nancy Sisco. 
youths to belp them earn year. as Honorary or Conlin- - • Los Cerritos Intennedi- and Paralee Dooley, all bon­
special scouting badges and. uing Service Award Winners ate - D. Kent. Ashworth, orary. 
with young people who have. r---==:-c-----'---------'-----------' 
court problems or who are '~\1~J.W~il~ll.tA.\ii~l:Ui;;rd;;~::G:m~~~~~~~~~~ 
on probation .. He leads a . 
weekly church group for · 
teen-agers, offers a chil-
drens' mass once a month, 
and invites the children to 
come and sit on the. altar 
steps during services at St. ~ · 
Paschal Baylon Catholic 
Cliurch, where be is one .of 

• ''/~>~rt~ the parish priests. 

~-~m~~:.t\l~~ttm~ ~;~~tathJ:[:i~~~ ~~ 
··---..~::>a~ IS ·a ·product .of, Ventura . 

County,. having a~tended 
Santa Clara High School in 
Oxnard · and. graduating 
from St. John's Seminary In 
Camarillo; . '. · · • 

"He spends a· lot of time 
at Camarillo Slate Hospital 
with the young people there 
and does a lot to promote · 
youth sports. He has set up · 
softball and baseball 
leagues·at St.:Paschal's and .. 
shows 
AYSO 

duty aide on DUtllic.icscliiOOI 
campuses 
·And he to 
call the - . they 
fiock to him," Joerger said. 
:.:The ·Honorary Service 
Award is presented 
aunually;· to receive the 
Continuing Service -Award, 
~he -recipient .must have 
already ·achieved ·Honorary 
s.tatus, Joerger- was. 
presented with the conlinu­
mg service aivard for her 
unending service to young 
people In The Conejo. The 
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ROEMER, Rev. Donald P. 
May 23, 1970 

Date 

6/6/70 
6-17-74 
12-17-75 
8-15-76 

4-11,;.77 

6/19/78 

2/1/81 

Place Assignment 

St. Raphael, Goleta Assistant 

San Roque, San to Barbara Associate 
Santo Barbara Juvenile Hall Chaplain 
Special Ministry - Port Time Coordinator 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Santo Barbara 
Special Ministry - Los Prietos Boys Camp, 

Santa Barbara Chaplain 
St. Paschal Baylon, Theus, Oaks Associate 

SICK LEAVE 

( {-:-
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fry p'oliticians ' 
dilor, News Chronicle: · 
Nunnally I do )lOt wnte to newspaper .. 
litors, but lately I have been so excited 
10ut your articles that I feel you must be 
>mplimenteO., and - if yo11 don't mind - I 
ill point out how your newspaper might be' 
>ie to do a real service for all of us in the 
mejo Valley: ,. · · · 
Having read your recent reports on cler­
llUen, I have little .doubt that should your 
!WSpaper direct as much attention to 
>liticians, you would be. able to quickly rid 
:is stale of inflation, air pollution,· gran, 
.ll'eaucracy, and high taxes •. 
Your article on Jan. 'l1 did a superb job of 
.rial by innuendo." ·Slam it to them! Where 
.ere is smoke, there's boWld to be fire. You 
d a great job of making sure we all 
1det:Stood that the smoke was :probably 
ack. Putting all those opinions on the front 
1ge sure saves turning baCk to the edit~ 
al·section, and it does a good job of firing 
' the readers who never do. 
On Jan. 29, you hit the front page with ·not 
lC, but two, s!uible headlines, again tar­
lted at the' clei:gy. That's what I call 
•dicated attention to public trouble spots. 
That headllne on the clergy ana· the 
>Stages was my kind of journalism. The 
Jadllne implied; ". . . all of the hosU!ges 
1lled the clergymen's visit a disservice."· 
he story said some of the hostages made 
oe claim. That's the way to do it! As we all 
•ow; any attempt to understate a sitilation 
ill leave readers with the impression that 
newspaper has a soft underbelly ~d Is 

'raid to raise the alann when it is 5o 
>viously needed. ' · ·· · 
Pour it OJ1, (N;ews) chlonicle. But please 

11 the clergy stuff for a whlle, They "!'Ork 
•r near nothing and their only real reward 
the. satisfaction of helping others. There's 

no news there. Nothing you·can do to help 
that.· 

I believe, however, that if you accept my 
encouragement, and go . afte' those guys 
who are cutting into our income, whittling 
away at our standard of living, carving up 
our hillsides, and . choking our industries 
with ·regulations and bureaucracy - and do 
it with the same journalistic technology 
recently exhibited .,- you will shape up this 
city and · this state like no other prize-' 

. winning newwaper has ever . dreamed of 
domg. I am confident that al' of my Conejo 
friends would join me in welcoming such an 
elfort. · . 

P.S. Please send me your rates for a 
lifetime subseription. 

JULIUS C. "PAT" DARDEN, 
Thousand Qaks. 

Sho~ c·ompassion 
Editor, News Chronicle: · 

1 am a Ph-year resident of this comniu~ 
·nity here from the East. For a "hometown" 
newspaper you take great efforts to follow 
the line ·of big city papers .:.... your camera 

: crews ate ever on hand to flash the cruel 
results of an accident or of a youthful victiin 
of overdose. I'm not surprised; therefore, to 
see your crucifixion of a priest who has 
given· more of himself to the children of this 
commimlty than you could. roll papers off 
the preS!. The qoote of· the leader of 

. S.L.A.M:., giving judjlinimt before a court 
hearing, shows ·lack ·of journalistic fairness 
and class. · · .. · 

Clean ilp your act, News Chronicle, and 

'~;l~~~isco~~~na:~~~~;~:t~: 
with the National Enquirer? 

:ANN SADOWSKI,. 
Thousand Oaks. 

Do,esll 't. equ~te 
Editor, News Chronicle: · 

I grew up In an environment of loving and 
touching affection as are my son and 

·daughter growing up now, I learned early 
that bugs, kisseS and loving touches are 
things you get just because ·you're loved .. 
They are not just rewards for good behav­

. ior, but wordless communications of love. 
These expreSsions and feelings were shown 
to me by many people, not just by my 
parents, but by teachers, clergymen, friends 
and even once by a stranger who found me 
when I was lost, alone.· and scared. That 
anyone could. mista!<e these actions for 
sexual advancements frightens me beyond 
exPresSion~ What a sorry state this society 
is in wben people equate love and sex. When 

' teachers, clergymen and even strangers are 
forbidden to touch children. In a sincerely 

. loving and earlng way, then something Is 
wrong. · 

Any hig)jly publicized accusation of the· 
type that was brought ·against. Father 
Roemer (News Chronicle, Jan: 27) or ·· 
anyone· with as· high a standing in the 
community as he has, Is .an autqmatic 
condemnation. Regardless of his innocence 
he will be forever scarred by !pis. And for 
this paper to sensationalize it as it has is an 
unforgivable act" of cruelty. Myself and my 
family· abhor the act of child moleslation 

. and agree that it ·must be stopped; but to 
. try~ c.onvict and sentence a man without due : 
process of the law, as you did by the writing 
of tha~ article, is also abhorrent. · ·· · 

Our prayers are . with you, Father 
Roemer, for we love you and trust' you. Our 
prayers are also· with the little bpy whose·' 
parents find something ·ugly ·and sinful ·in· 
sincere and unconditional love. · . 

SHERRY, DOUG-and CAROL PIUSER, 
Newbury Parli:' · . · · .," . ,. 

One-sjded views .. 
Editor;.News Chronicle: . . 

I .have lived in the Conejo Valley off 
on for the last 20 years; I have. found 
News Cbr(mlcle to be infonnative on both .,· 
local and world issues; However, an article I' . 
which appeared in your paper .on Tuesdjiy., .. 
Jan. 'l1 ·was written with the journalistic · 
technique of that of. a third-rate moyie 
magazine. :: . 
· The article (written by .Faye Flore) dealt 

. witli the .. alleged child molestation of a 7, 
year-<>ld by a CathOlic priest. 'file delicate­
ness Of this matter cannot ·be·'stresSed 
enough. Fiore was accusive and conviCting: 
Before there has even been an arralgriment .. 
Fiore has labeled him gUilty. · · · ·: 

Fiore·saw fit to contact S.L.A.M. (Con­
cerned Citizens for . Stronger Legislation · 
Against M'olesters) for their views on the: .,: 
issue. S.LA.M. Is made up of parents who : '• 
have had conXkted cases of this nature; To '. 
utter the wo~d ''molest" to these people . · 
triggers thollgbts ·of their vwn hardship$. 
The views of. S.L.A.M. can only be one-':: · 
sided. To contact them at this point' is· 
extreme.ly prematur~ for there has not even 
been an arraignment. . . 

In the priest's defense she used·. the quote 
of a parishioner "But.he1S such a neat guy:" 
Well said:· This sophomoric statement 
stacked against Fiore's slanderous convic­
tions gives the article an air of futility. One 
would read this, read the article, turn the 
page and "S.L.A.M." the imaginary prison 
door on the priest. · 

One mils! admit it takes.uncomproniliing 
courage to be 'a journalist, imd to write. an 
arti.cle of this nature. Why then didn't Flore 
have the courage to contact the priest or.the 
family of the child? All of Fiore's informa· 
tion was secondhand. .. . :. · .. ,. 
' Flore, I can see you have .reache.j' your 
verdict. But you have alsO' reacliiid. ~e 't 
unknowing and ~olson..; fueir min~ 'wiUi': \ 
your doubts. " \ 

::ends lfrl 
Editor, News Chronicle: ::; 

Hi, my naljle is Ted Caloroso. . ~ 
I'm Father Pat's best friend. I don't thin!>;. 

1 • you should put this crap In the paper J 

Father Pat always takes me.to hiS ranc!L 
He had never molested me or grabbed me; 
but he does kiss me on the cheek but that 
does not make him a fag. • ;; , 

Everybody is really mad about what YQ\1. · 
put in this paper and we want him back and 
I don't think nobody is going to buy yow1 
paper the way It Is going. We all love htm. :;. 

TED CALOROSO, ' 
Thousand Oaks. 
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Nameless accu~ r 
Editor, News Chronicle; 

The article on Father Pat Roemer in the 
Jan. 'll Issue was an unsubstantiated char­
acter a-ssination by some nameless, face­
less accuser. There was no stated attempt 
to even get Father Roemer's comments. 

The {News) Chronicle, we believe, has done 
tbe community and a well-known bwnani­
tarian a disservice. 

MR. and MRS. RUDY LAUTERBACH, 
Thousand Oaks. 

Other news enough 
EdUor, News Chronicle: 

Halln't there been enough factual news of 
late to occupy your reportel'll? Surely, with 
a new pretli!lent and the return of the 
hostages to Wasllington D.C. on Tuesday, 
your clreulaUon must have been at an aU­
time l)lgb. 

Tell me why, News Chronicle, did you 
have to publish with front-page sensational­
Ism the article about Father Pat Roemer? 
Wbat pwpose did it serve? Allegations 
stemming from the mouth of a 7-year-<>ld 
are hardly grounds for tarnishing the repu­
tation of one who has done ao much good for 

our community and who is loved by so 
many. Catholics and non-Catholics alike. 

Would you have granted the same 'kind of 
covera~e if the person accused had been a 
layman and not so well known? I think not. 

World Book Dictionary gives as synonyms 
lor the word "scandal" the three words 
"discredit, disrepute, dishonor." You have 
made an honest effort to bring aU three to 
Father Roemer and, in doing so, have 
firmly eortablishcd yourself as our neighbor­
hood scandal shoeL 

BRENDA YOUNG, 
Tbousand Oaks. 

Charges are wrong 
Edttor, News Chronicle; 

I'm a high school sophomore and I have 
known Father Roemer since the -beginning 
of the eighth arade. 

Ill II that wrong to llhow a lltlle affection 
toward a child? Come on! Anybody wbo 
knows Father Roemer will say these 
charges are wrong (News Chronicle, Jan. 
2'1). 

He ill the only person I know in Thousand 
Oaks tl)at does these things for kids. Practi­
cally every kid in St. Paschal's has went out 
with Father Roemer. · 

He has taken mo out many, many times 
and he has never dune anything wronl(. He 
tries to do so Oll!ny things for kids. When I 
needed a job, he got me one, when my 
brother or I played Sjl<>r\l! or ~ny other kid 
play~..t ~purls, he watched us, and (he) is 
even my godfalhcr. • 

I would just like to ""Y U1at .my whole 
family loves him and I know I could say 
that a lot of other families do too. These 
accusalioru~ make me very upset. So people 
who believe the same way I do- write up. 

PAT POWERS and FAMILY, 
Thousand Oaks. 

Why not wait'! 
Editor, News Chroillele: 

Re: Article that appeared Tueaday, Jan. 
2'1 regarding Father Pat Roemer. 

rm really very upset about your article 
concerning Father Prlt Roemer. De you 
realize bow much tbat man is admired and 
loved by so many chUdren and adults? If 
you dld, you wouldn't have been so quick to 
write what you did. 

First of all, a man is innocent until proven 
guilty, right? This being the case, why the 
heU couldn't you wait to see the outcome of 
the hearing in court before you even printed 
this story? U you had to print it at all! 

Aren't there enough newsworthy stories 
these days? 

PlANE GODFREY, 
Thousand Oaks. 

Bury the story 
Editor, News Cbronlcle: 

My late huahand, Ken Shane, gave 'l'hou· 
11rnl Oalu Ita lint ~wepaper, known aa the 
Thouaand Oalu Ne111. At the time he was 
allo publlllher and editor of the Ventura 
County News. 

He had tremendoUI knowledge of news 
reporting and knew bow to malntaill the 
rigbta and dignity of aU people, Including 
men of the cloth. I am aure If be were here 
today, be 11ould agree with me that Faye 
Flore preaented ber news reporting of the 
Rev. Donald Roemer In very bad taste. 

Tbere waa no need to "hot llhot" the first 
atory by giving It top bllllng on the front 

page. It could have been burled on the 
second or third page. Thill alao appliea to 
the story p11blbbed on March 3. The embar­
raSIIment of the priest as well as the boys 
Involved would have been less damaging. 

J udglng from your commenta about the 
phone calls you received and from the 
numerous letters to the editor printed ill the 
paper, should tell you thet Flore'i atorlea 
are not worthy of front page material. The 
country ill not blg enough for two Madalyn 
O'Halra. 

MRS. KENNETH SHANE, 
Newbury Park. 

They deserve an apology 
Editor, News Chronicle: · 

I read with dlamay but not aurprlae the 
equivalent of a guilty plea of Rev. D, 
Patrick Roemer to sexually moleatiog three 
young boys In his parish (News Chronicle, 
Marcb 3). It was painful to accept the fact 
that a clergyman In a p011!Uon of trust and 
respO!Wblllty llhould so d!Bregard his sacred 
obllgaUoM and 111e the people he prpmised 
to help. However, I'm not surpriaed since 
Catholic ordination does not lmmuniz.e a 
man from belngbwnan and weak. 

Yet, it disturbs me that many in our 
Catholic community refused to aeeept the 

posslbWty that "thetr" priest could be 
guilty. The testimonials written by the 
children were an immature and poor 
responae, I believe, encouraged by fright­
ened parenta. 

The News Chronicle and Faye Fiore 
deserve ·an apology from the lndlvlduala 
who bitterly maligned and accused them of 
poor journalism. Many in the community 
overreached their feelings instead of (using) 
reason and logic. Father Roemer needs our 
prayers and compassion, not our judgment. 

F. BIANCIIINO, Ph.D., 
Thousand Oaks. 
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Wha, lS achieved? 
Editor, News Chronicle: 

I am constantly llllliiZed how we tend to 
exaggerate and go to extremes without the 
slighteort thought of the Con.'leqllences. This 
ill especially true of our print media. Any· 
thing provocative, bl!!IIIWiing baa to be 
"exposed" and goes to the front page. No 
cover-ups is the slogan today. Sadly, no 
tact, decency or good judgment either. 

The story about Father Roemer did get to 
the front page of our newspapef (Jan. 'll). 
As a mother, 1 do underatand. the COJU:em 
(to put It mlldlyl of the illvolved parenta. 
But would It not have been resolved better If 
the parents went lllralgbt to the a<lmlnl.ltra· 
tlve bead of the local church and told him of · 
their shocking discovery? This probably 
would have settled the matter qllietly and 
efficiently without the irrevocable damage 
to the man himseU and to the many children 
who were innocently associated with him. 
You see, many children truly loved Father 
Roemer, because he was loving and caring 
to them. And now, children 'a innocent aflec· 
tion for the man lind even memory of many 
really good things he did for them are 
permanently marred by suspicion. And the 
wol'lll kind of 1uspiclon - concerning love 
and plain human wannth. 

So what do we achieve by maklnll all 
matters public, without discrimination and 
mat lite Judgment? 

HELEN PARISKY, 
ThoU:IIInd Oaks. 

Absence would hurt 
Editor, News Chronicle: 

l would like to make a comment on the 
article that was written about Father 
Roemer molesting a chjld in the newspaper 
(fro11,1 page) on Jan. 'll. 

Now first of all l know Father Roemer 
very well· and be wouldn't even dream about 
molesting a child. He has loved to work with 
chlldre!L Look, be even teaches boys bow to 
be altar boys. I Wled to go to Madron& 
Elementary School and be wQII!d COIIWI and 

. visit with everybody. A lot of kids love 
Father Roemer and It would hurt them ·If 
Father Roemer CQUI.!.III'L WOfk wl.l4 IIMmr"'" 
any more. · · 

P .S. Father Roemer, we're all behind you 
and we love you! 

WENDY GRASMEHR, 
12 Yeal'll old, 
Thousand Oaks. 

Total support 
Editor, News Chronicle: 

Today (Jan. 27) the News Chronicle 
reached an aU-time low in smut sensaUonal­
ism_. The name of Father Roemer, a most 
respected and loved priest and Conejo 
c.itizen, was smeared in a deveatatingly 
brutal fronli>age article. Such poor judg­
ment in Journalism has no place in our 
newspaper. The shock of reading Ibis 
unfairly biased article wiU remain with us 
for a long ttme to come. 

Father Roemer has contributed enor• 
mously to our St. Paschal Baylon parish and 
to the whole Conejo community. He has 
even received awards lor his services and 
his work with children of all ages has been 
admired and greatly appreciated by par­
ents. He has that unique gift of coaununicat­
ing God's word to children and enabling 
them to express their love of God. This has 
been m011t evident in our youngest children 
in the pariah through his wor\ in the 
development of our preschool religious edu­
cation program. 

Our children, like all other children 
Father Roemer comes into contact with, 
love him for the kind of person he is. We · 
3hare our children'alove for him. 
·Father Roefl\er has the complete confi­

dence and total support of our family. We're 
sure this feeling is sharl'd by aU who know 
him. lt is our hope and prayer that this 
matter will be resolved very soon. In the 
meantime, it is hoped thai the News Chroni-

' cle will demonstrate better judgment in 
reporting such smut. 

JOSEPH and BONNIE CABRAL, 
Thousand Oaks. 
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The future p~"'~lic 
Editor, NewaCbronlcte: · Editor, N~w~·Chronlcle: 

Sojne cl.oee obaervaUons, over a long (Copy of a letter to John DeUie, Pres!-
. period of Ume IUld more recenUy, have dent, Conejo Future FOIIIldatiOII): 

call8ed a few facta to be lmpre,ued on me aa & memben of the fvondation, we wish to 

I 

Indelibly certain: · 1 tell you of OIU" activiti~. We would like to 
1. Some News Chronicle arUcles contain also apprise you ol OIU" needa in this 

eucUy one aide of the news, coupled witb · community. ' 
statemenll of persons who would support Through various fond-raisers, we bsve set 
that aame aide of the reJX)rt. · aside montes for cultiU"al activiti~ for our 

2. Some preaidentll of certain organ!Ja- children. These acUvities bsve Included 
tiona do not know wbst a S.L.A.M. is. mime, theater, band and opera. We are 

3. Some parenta are uncertain enough of planning experiences in ballel and various 
wbal their chlld meant that they are obliged o~ dance fonns such as Hawaiian and 
to call a certain friend to check to see It the Irish. We are also planning to have artists 
chl1d waa telling the a&ory correctly. work at our school so that our students can 

t. Certain ~ are reallY SIU"e wbat to see these creative people In their media. 
do. · . · , Our aim is to exJX)Be our student.. to cultural 

~. Mllliona of. penvns are ln!:apable _of; ••• J!.W'IIIIit:' and to have them understand and 
· recognizing that there are, in this world, 11 · appreciBte the backgroond, talent IUld edu-
very few persona, J11t11 and women. married • cation necessary for the arta. 
or lingle, who have· consecrated their Uvea ~ · In order to have the proper setting for the 
to God with a !at blgber love than most of . flnlahed product, we need an ~uditoriwn. 
liS wiU ever understand, beeaiiSC it Ia really ' We have biiSed children to Shrine Audita-
divine Jove. Many of these few persons· : riup~ fill' opera. We have bad floor seating 
reach an Interior moral and splritliBI plsne · at our .school for various activities. How-

. whleb would totally predudo an:y llnmOral ever, an auditorium would be wonderful! 
act. . , . We support the effort toward building a 

1. Some ol lbeae few penona are bidden · cultural center in The Conejo. We are aware 
In clobten. ·and JQOII&Sieriea; ..,me are : ol our gQod fortune In giving these experi· 
quiet, everyday hubanda or wlvea - even ' eDCell to our children. We also recognize 
perba~ cblldreli; 110111e ate Molher The~ that other schools cannot provide these 
..a i 101111 are your favorlle Kroc:et)' cisrka thlnp for their studenta. An auditorlwn 
ot the company janitor. Some are the would benlorll everyone. 
IJIInllten and priella In your own town. You The propoeed center abould be targ~ 
find out It you work with eomeone for a long . lli)OIIgb to accommodate flrat-claas produc-
time lua& whleb of lbeae few peraona would . - tiona and exhibits. We are doing our best to 
be boly, consecrated, dedicated In .such a · provide a Ctlllcemed IUld appreciative future 
high W!IY, that even an BCCIISCiion. even a publlc for cultural events In Tile Conejo. 
signed cOmi>lalnt at a JX>IIce statiOII could Now is the time for action. 
not change that peraon's Inability to be ; Thank you for your effortil. Please notify 
Immoral, could not change lbal person's liS If we can help you. 
intrinsic innQcence. : FAYE WNG, President, 

7. Such a pen1011 - a priest closely ;,._.JM_(~~~-!}!PTJ_ NAKJN.• c:ultrd .. 111:1~_1_~, 
usoclatlng with our Conejo cblldren lor a · e .... ows Boa , 
long Ume now - Is the one wbo bas tnlly T}lousand Oaka. 
earned the title "Fil\her";_~ Re¥.· Donald· 
Patrick Roeiiler. . 
~~_ACKSON, :Unforgivable act 

Editor, News Chronicle: 

POOL & FRIDT TREES 
Lars• family home. 4+3+ 
more rooms added the 
could bo uaed for maid' 
I'!'Om. in-laws, bobby roou 
etc. Heated · p()Ol. Circuli 
drive with used brick extt 
rtor trlm. Fruit trees and R' 
parking. WL-008. Mary Hol• 
srewa. 11911,000. 

HORSE PROPERTY 
Avocado produclnB ranch. 
bedroo11111. view, spa, brlc 
barbecue, }enn-alr range 
microwave; everythlwl ne\\ 
Potential lot. fpllt. WL-38( 
Mary Holtgrewe. 1285,000. 

Ollire• in: lk,rrl) Hill•. I 
iliorthridge, l'urilir I' 

I bec:ame a victim t.oday, one among 
many from reading the local paper tonlgbt, 
of BDOtber one of those senseless car burgls· 
rlea and malicioiiS damage to my car. II 
waa not so much the Idea that alter working 
all night and then coming out In the 
mumlng, to find my car bad been broken 
Into and my stereo and digital cloclt stolen. 
But to add lnault to injury, lbl!t the perpe. 
tratora bad to go and do the damage they 

• did Ia unforgivable. 
Alll bave to say Ia that whoever got into 

my car at the IBM parking lot laSt nigbl 
and lllole my stereo aild digital cloCk,-I hope 
YOU enjoy it but why you bad to go and do 
the damage is beyond me. I can forget 
about the stereo and the clock but never will 
l forgive you for the damage. · 

JIM OWEN, 
'l'bouaand o.w. 

We are better· 
Editor, News Chronicle: 

Dear Father Roemer, pleaSe know that 
we love )'Oil for yourself and all the tireless 
houra you have so unaeUiably given 111. We 
respect you for all the many oew programa, 
cluba and activities you started during your 
few yeara In Ibis pariah. They were really 
needed. . 
. We 'Biii"lietter peoplli tieca"Wse oi tiij, many 
Inspired and acwnlnou:l aermooa you gave 
111. When you spoke, we all 1btened, YOiiJ!Il 

c--·--.-. -.· .-.-.-. =o•cc .. cc .. -,....~~= 

anu . -·~.. • • .d we know W11 !lot alwa;( l 
easy to catc)l youth's ear. . · 1

: 
Although It's lmpoljliible to clo 110 aQe. ·, ·-~ 

quately, we thank you for all Yllll have dOIIe , · 
for us IUld pr]l)' Ulat God ll'ill give YOII the i ; 
.V"!!Jllb.w"~--to so tllroc>A ~-; 
very difhclllt period. ; . · . • 

U there Ia anything I can do to help in &llf • ' 
way, I would c011111der It a privilege.· 

HELENE ACTON, 
Thousand Oaks. · 

Is it conditional? 
Editor, News Cbronicle: 

What I have read from Father Roemer'• · 
friends and-IIIIJIIlOI'Ien ill. "We ltnow that 
you did not do lbeae ~ thlngl.'' Ia your · 

· Jove and support condiUOIIal? Are you 
saying that reganlleaa of the ouloome of lbla . 
case, we are still your frlelld4 111111 support 
you, 110 matter what? 

I( not, then a terrible bqrden Ia beln8 
placed upoo lbla human being. 

Tben. what about the cblldren T An these 
not aiiiO hllman belnga with equal rigbta 
which preaerve their dignity, _....,.. and 
trusU · · • ...,...... 

WQI'klng with chlldren ~ tauallt me that 
they will try very liBrd to pleNe the ailulta. 
In their Uvea. To conclude lbat theY alwaYI 
fabmale Ia to COIIdemll cblldren; llwl 
making il lmpoulble for other cblldren to 
come forward lhoul4 lbla !!Vir 11ecomt 
-ry. 

CANDY ~GRAM, 
Tbouaand Oaks. . 

Losing patience 
Editor, Newt Chronicle:· 

1 am rapidly JoelnC palleQce with the 
. Newa ~· Yaur fnlllt-w.&e. lpdllne, . 

''Community •tunned by report of-~·· 
arrest," should have read, "Community· 
outraged by lllanled newa report.•• · 

And do not ever allaln refer to a Homaa 
Catholic prleat by his SIU"IIIUIIII only. The 
correct tiUe Is "Father " "Rev~" or 
"'Reverend Father.'' ' • · 

LARRY PEACOCIC, 
'1bouaal!d ()aka, 

Perverted world 
Editor, Newa Chronicle": 

My name Ia Erlka'J..uneberg. I. am u and 
an altandant of St. P~ &y!Gn parisiL 1 
am wrllin& le you to i!llonll you Ill 1111 
opinion (moat likely to bt the ~~ o( 
many othen a!IIO). '· . . · . 

Today on Ill)' way bome from~ l WJII 
Informed Ill Father Roemer'e charge and 011 
what ptelenaea they wert made. 1 wu 
abocked and amued. Now wben J tblak of 
~ . It Ia the most ~. hldleroul, 
ridiculous Idea thall have evfn' beard. 1 'III1UI 
previoualy a ~of the youth p1MIII and 
my brother Ia an altar boy. We both 1111ow 
aod like Father ROemer vary Qllleb. Tile 
Idea of tbla Ia just pla)n dumb! 

As I have stated before, J am 14 and Ill)' 
br9tber Ia 12. We are both what would ba 
termed chlldren but we are old 11110111111 te 
know when IOIIIdhln8 Ia belag done. U we 
or any olher cblldrell our age or above flied 
~b • complaint, lhe llbenani&IDa that are 
SOIIII 011 DOW would be acceptable, but at 
the age ol I or 71 Tbe Idea that a man aucb 
u Father Roeiner abould be IICCIIICd of a 
crime IIUCh .. lbla·by tbe word of a 1- or 7· 
year-old cblld Ia obnoxloual As for the 
llllltement of Jeute Kloppenllurl of SLAM 
"People aometlmea blllleve that It a ~ 
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------ ~-------------..,;;,._....;.. ______ __,, ~ ·-·- '" 
· II . a J!WI ol God, he II . above all of however, the Saturday Daily News vindi- judicial system. - to try to IICCelil the lnllll 

lbla ·, , ." I lilld the IIUUIY othen comp1aln- cated YOIII' action by ua1ng prominent print- and dispense 1~1 So let'a be lair to 
· lng are certainly aware thai a priest II lng space in their P!lll"!f· The blg monkey everyone lilld keep an !IP"'l ~ Ulltll the 

capa)lle ol such a Ct'lme. I 114 you, Jesale, had to imitate the llU1e monkey In order to truth.COID!:S forth. · ·'- ·'· • .,.~ 
~Do YOII know blm?" preserve famlly tradition or be scooped. MRS. KATIIY AIJllTEN, 

I "~ moe!. alncerely accept a chance to Several years ago the physical director <If Thousand Oaka. 
testify ·in behalf of falber Roemer and the YMCA in an Ohio community similar to 
many olllera !rould, too. I bave one question ThoUllllnd OakB was under an investigation 
to uk of you. Is thll world becoming so of a child moleating cbarge .. He waa a highly 
perverted u to claim a llmple hUll or touch, - respected famlly man and a civic leader in 
a sign o1 friendablp an<! CllrirJ8, as an act of the community. The editor of the local 
chll4 molestation? If 110, I sincerelY wonder paper, about the size of the News Chronicle, 
what type. of CJ1I1JUIIf world I wW llve iQ recognized the impact that a senaatlonal 
wbeiiiiiDI an adult. , front-page $lory would heve on the commu-

EIUKA LIJNEBERG; nlty. He tempered his Judgment by wrtUng 
. Tlloulal!<l ()aka. a low-key factual article wblcb was read 

an<! dlscUlllled with disbelief In many homes. 

Not ashamed 
Editor, New. Qlroolcle: 

We l!leiiibel'll of St. Pucbal'syouth group 
would like to COIIll11ellt oa the article pul> 

· llahed on Ju; · 21 concerning Father 
Roemer, an<! the way It waa written. We 
feel that the article wu very blaaed. 

In thll ~. Ia • JJIUIIIullty t1U proven 
lllnoc:enl, Ill' Ia be w-t t1U proven 
iulltYt We feel thM the illanllel' In wllicll 
tile .aructe wu wrUien ~ Father 
Roemer aa 8u1U7 Ull proyen Innocent. We 
couW not ... bow rou let •h a -liollal· 
IItle adlcle be pulllbhed, for the only 
judgment that ahould be rendered t.s lp the 
.courtroom by due proc:eu. · \ 

Evea If the lltor)' Is retracted, the damage 
II done, and bas greatly burt the career of · 
Glle of the aeatelt people we know. Father 
Roemer baa done 10 many nice thinp for us 
In 1111 lllllllY waya, like Just being thera When 

, fOII!Ieeded IIOIIIeOIMI to talk to. 
. In the ll'tlcle written, no llaaiQ were 
mealiOIIed ·In bla Clllldemnatioa, but we ol 
st. PIUICbal'a youth group are not ubamed 
to know, love an<!~ Father Roemer. 

D 'bl QJ'I(A RXJNl, 11Ji!Tl'Y-HA\JTlL\N. 
BOB CUSICK, MONICA MARTINEZ, 
EVA CUSICK, LAURA GJUETl'E, 
GYLE GRASHMEHR, USA FREEBERG, 
DEBt CITO, SHEn.A BUIWER, 
SlJSAN MCFALL, TERRY MCCANN, 
MICHAEL SCHANGKEI, !:>IANNF: 

BRYCE, . 
JOHN PASS, PAUL Oll:SLAURJER, 
DENISE HOFACKER, SANDY MCFALL 
CLIFF MACCANN, VERONICA DEVIN· 

CENT!, 
. CIJ .. DY &l4ITliBOWER, TODD BEN· .".NETT, .. . . 

CATIIY NOSEWOR'J'liY, FElJX J4ASC1. 
~o,u. 

L()ud ft.lld clep.r 
JW~tor, Newa QlnJalcle: 

The Newa Cbronlcle Ia reglltered u 
"Official Newapaper, City of Thousand 
OW." A lt'lll prlu-winnlng newspaper of 
the c.llfornla PubliBbera Aaloelatlon. you 
apparently !lave been dolag a lot o1 thinp 
right In ·Order to acbleve thll dilllncllon. 
Your "E4ililr'a DOte" iii the Frillay Jan. 30, 
edition poillla Gilt thll fact. but YOII lost aU 
credibility Iii your final paragraph, lilld I 
quote, "No, we don't print only bad ne11'1. 
Or Kalldal. Or ~ Bill I can't help but 
!fonder wbetber people read anything elM 
that we print, no matter bow often or bow 
pr111111nent tha PrintiD& ollt II." Mf, E:clitori 
you Nld It, I didn't. 
· When an editor baa to wonder If people 

read alJYthlng ._ b!!slde scandal or IPIIII 
he baa loet the lcel ol his Job. I think the 
uiawer came througb loud an<! cl~ In your 
treatment of the Rev. Father Donald 
Roemer case. Your editorial judgment In 
the pi'QID!nent prlntlllg area b questionable: 

.. ~ 
I ~fi· 

When the caae came to court aU the facta 
· were brought out IUld the judge placed the 

man on probation subject to paychlatric 
treatment. This editor recogniud his 
respooslbillly in the handling of a de!Jcate 
subject In a conununity DeWapapet'. The 
man wu removed fi'Oill h1a Y job, but after 
trealmeot be took his place as a normal 
member of aociety. Many humans, regard­
leu of lllelr calling In life, are JubJect to 
character ilnperfectiOIIJ. These people need 
to be helped, not destroyed by pubUclty. Let 
the judlcialli)'Stem anal)"'e the facta ftnt to 
delenniDe glillt or IMocence and lben you 
can do your thing. 

Ii Is a sad f.lOIIImentary on American 
joumallam when any newspaper bas to 
exploit the ¥pparent actiona of 11 lick mind 
In order to attract readenhlp, especlaUy 
wben an editor wondenl "If people reaa 
anythiqg else." 

GEORGE TIIOMAS, 
'l'llouslm~ OakB. 

SLAM clarified 
Editor, News Chronicle: 

Regarding the letter by Tom Puth (Feb. 
1) llWIIIII ~Jo clouify ~ wliP!e of pol$. .. 

In his letter, Puth states: ''SLAM II made 
· up ol parents who have had COilVIcled ~ 

of thll nature. To utter the word 'moleat' to· 
these people triggers tboll8bts of their own 
hardships. The views of SLAM can only be 
one-sil:led.'' 

I am a member ol SLAM and bave two 
amall boys. Neither of them bave ever been 
molested, nor have I or any member of IllY 
famUy. To ·IllY knowledge, the 20 to 30 
people most actively involved with SLAM in 
thll area bav~ not had problems with 

. llloleaiatloil. 
We are not a bunch of fanatica out to Jail 

every person who amlles at a cbJld. We are 
simply parentJ who are very concerned at 
the high incidence of. cblld molestings IUld 
want. to help decrease and preveol repeat 
offenses through atlffer laws. 

ChUdren are vulnerable Vlctim.t. In their 
innoc;ence they trust 111011t adwla. Adults 
mean authority. Adults mean love, reward, 
punlsbment, approval - so ~Y upects of 
adwthood that can be used to manipulate a 
child. 

ailldren are in lhe tender process· of 
. developing and forming the attitudes and 
· valuea !hey wW have for life. Abuae at thll 
stage has serious and long--reacblng effects. 

It Ia crucial thet we listen to an<! llbow 
love to our cbidren and do aU we can to add 
to their prolectlon. How can we hope Jor a 
stable, welkdjusled future aoc1ety we 

. don 'I place more importance 011 their devel­
opment of healthy attltude~~T 

A.l far u the Father ROemer case lOili. I 
am personaUy not convicting the maa 
(whether I be affiliated with SLAM or not). 
That would simply be unfair. But It would 
be e.qually unfair to discard the boys' story 
out ol hiUld. Nollllng has been proven one 
way or llle other. Isn't thll·why we have a 

--------.........-....-::-.r~~~--- "'-~-.:.-----

Unenviable position 
Editor, News CbroiUcle: . 

It must come aa no abock that your 
position in the Father Roemer case ._ an 
unenviable one. Tile degree of publk ~ 
Uon to your cov~e hal been ~DW~ae; and 
at times virulent But there · are. luuea 
involved that moei of your crltlca r.u to 
conalder. . 

Other cues like thll have been covered In 
your paJI!ll', many wtth the aiune or even 
greater pnxnloence. 1t ill bald, however, to 
Imagine a cue with the emotionaJ potential 
of thll ~. because ot the -mvolvecllellt of a 
prtest, That aeems · to !lave clolldl!ll the 
laaue:l of responaibWty lll!d pi'Opl'iety tllat 
an editor IIIUSI c:ouldef, Wbllo. the First 
~t allows the prea fniOdclal to 
select 1111 Sllbject lilatter and tha c:qyerage 
given It, It alao lmpoae, an obliption, In 
exactly lhe same aense, ·though not to the 
same degree u the Wa~tt Ql' Ablctm 
storiea. 'l'boulb ~.In lubjtld, IIIey 
are inlpol1anl In thai no Ollfj, IIIII . tha 
govornmenl, not ~ g~ not even 
private citlzCill b!l.s the · righl to. prlllcribo 
what the real of us lhall know. Ceminly, 
lllere •re -.lwaya lll'OUIIf wbo !rould lill:e to 
restrlct coverage of the& OWII .ct!vllleil. 
Al)y responaJble paper sbou1d . never bWt 
a•ay fi'Oill a atory !)ecause of ~· eQIQtiOPal 
content. . . ·. · 

·When any paper abuael the rl&bllluaran­
leed by the F!M ~. It II the 
re8pOIIaiblllty of all ol WI to atop IIIJIIlQl'tlng 
YOII. You have not abQied thQI8 .rigiU. It 
muat !lave been with a ter:rlble ·IC,IIM of 
Md~Jbat .YOU ~~~ . .\9 go-~~ lril!\ ... 
your coverage of the Father~ ~too'· · 
And It would -m tllat you feel obllp.ted to 
flllfW your responalbllltlea wtth ·the ~ 
of~ critical ol ~coverage, · 

In a follow-up article, ~ .anolhel' 
Investigation of Father Roeil!ef, It · wu 
staled thai any G- or 7..year-old · ·i:Ould IIIII 
make up sudl an ac:count·oi·IUIIal ~ 
ter. But that encounter c:oidd bav• tuen 
place with someone other ttuui Father 
Roemer, and been confu.sed.ln the c:lllld'a 
mind, for wbatever reuoiiJ. 1· PIUII. tske 
Issue with you on tbe i!lqlusjon of ~ . 
~rapb In your coverage; It would bave · 
In noway harmed the ~ o( your 
re~ to bave deleted It, · · · · · · 

It II certainly undentllnciable. thai the 
sberlft'a de"rbllent bas refuied to releue 
the Identity of the child and biJ fiiDllly Who 
bave brolliht the charges. ,Jud&ln( frlllll the 
rqction so far, It would not be oat ol the 
question lor preuure to be ~ agaiut 
that famlly. It would be trqlc If Jl'atber 
Roelller is In faet innocent, and th1a Incident 
de.stroya him through a.la!Jte convlctkln. But 
wouldn't it be Just q tragt.c; · llld · aa 
horrible, If he ia guUty. and publ1e outcry 
frigbtena wUnelaea fl'lllll tellin8 their at«y? 
And the man would not get the belp be 
needs If be II il!deed guilty. . 

Some people seem to. interpret. tllll u· an 
attack on their rellglous bellefa, It" Ia aot 
IUCh an attack. Father Roemer Ia a man, 
and Jusl.llllgbt Ill! .. li:all .. any ot lbe rest 
of us. one can only hQpo that 1111 Will will 
llltiml!leiY be kno!r1l. .... 

DONHUNT, .. . . 
Newbury full. 

(With thll leUer, we wiliiUipelld publka­
tlon of lettenl on the subject pendiQg furtbar 
developmenta.- EDITOR) 
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· .. Means so much 
. ~ • I' 

J£dltor, News c:llroolcle: · 
. · The article tbet wu · printed In your 
. 'paper, l;'ag11 1; Ja11. 21, conc:ernln& Father 
· . Doolll4 · Palrlck Roomer wu a tots! out­

.1'1111•1. Your· artlcle bu proven b1m gullty 

. btlore bla 1;011rt da~. nu. 111811 meana 110 
lllUCb l9 our I!Wll IMltly, QOt to lllellll011 tbe 

'' .• . .• entire. . llOQ8r8llat.lon ll st. ~··- u thla 
. ,., man Ia c:leared, he wW carry the ahallow 

you cut over hla We to hla grave, 111!11 aU 
because tbe Newa Chronicle likes to aensa­

. tionllllze at aU Clllltl. He baa given hla We to 

Blllear the name of a very loving man 
befo.-e be wu <leclared guilty or innocent. 
The damage bas been done now, Faye 
Fiore, and God willing, If Father Ia declared 
Innocent I would not wall!. wbat you bave 
done oo my conacience. · 

Second father 
Editor, News Cbronlcle: · 

1 11111 n years old and I'm In juplor hi& . 

God and 1111 COIIIIR&atlon and you slipped it. 
rlgbt from Wider blm. 

U anyone quotu anything from your 
pjlper witboul other proof, I would never 
believe thOIJI and I would leU them why. 
The Newa Chronicle lovea lo 1Je1118tlonalize, 

I aall you, Newe Chronicle, 111111 Flore, why 
did you not take It upon yolll'llelf to pf'lnl the 
name of tbe 7-year~d and hla parentl and 
the frlenda of tbe parenta wbo Involved 
themselves In IIlia llorrltl'atory? .You leU me 
the differenCe al!d wbat glvea you the rlgbl 
to amear the name of a man of God IUld not 
the IIIUIIe of a 7-year-old, and don't give me 
tbot song and dance becauae the child Ia a 
minor ~nd It Ia for ilia own protection. Wbat 
about someone protecting JO'alher Roemer? I 
find Ibis act you "-ve committed abomina­
ble, deplorable and abusive to ~ entire 
Catholic community alld tbe admimatraton 
of st. Paacbal'a. God help your miserable 
souls and God help 118 aU in tbe future lf thla 
ia. tbe kind of prejudging we ere a!l destined 
lo be e.poaed lo In thl:l, community by the 
news media. 

I've known Father Pal abl4:e !lftll ~; . 
aa weU u JDY brothers, lliel ~ and I, have 
spent many bour:a ancl. dayl •• ·1'1111 
Father Pat -lind l - lt'a wrona what . 
people are doing to blm. He'ulmoll like lll , 
aecontl fatbar to me and J.iqve blm Van' / 
much. l know be wouldn't do aiMh a thing : 
like be's accused otto 1111yone. Sure lie bull · 
mo and I love b1m becallle be Ia Juat . 
showing me bow much be lovea me. l play .. 
t..nnla with him and he takea me to many · 
different placea. 

· IJI!St want to say that a lot ol people are 
behind Father Pat and we Ill love blm Ylf}' 

JOYCEZAR. 
Tbouaand Dalla. 

Children burt 
~.N.-t~: 

Regarding )'Our artlcl• about Father 
Roemer 011 Jao. 'r/. . 

l waa abocked and Jlllld alter reading your 
article about Father Roemer- .As a con­
cerned piiRIIt 1 condemn anything tbat 
would . burt the menial and pbyaica.l weU­
bebili Of our children. Oo you realize bow 
IIIAI'•Y children you have burt by printing 
IIICil 1 .wry? Granted, )'OU doo't know him, 
but to print aucb a!IIOI')' before tbe man baa 
be@ found gullty Ia a grave lnjlllitlc:e. 

l would like to aall tbe parenta of tbe child 
In lhll Cue .., ~ ol tbe partab, wbr 
d!dll't yoli ~ the parish ltaelf? l>aa t 
)'Oil lruat tbe cliurcb .)'0\1 atlelldT 

Father Roemer. baa ~ved what JlU" 
, • 111111 and ecluc.m worll for - the love of . 
; our c!l1ldren and I hale l9 ~ IIULmunble. -~ 
,....;.;;.. ~bllelluae·ot·a ]lrObabli~PiiSwld8rstaiiding. · · 

Fathilrlloeu!er, Meliua IUld Midlael &eDd 
you their love; they want you badt l!lODI 

MARY L. BOR,\U, 
Tllouaaod Oalul. 

Close friend 
Editor, Newa CbroDicle: 

. · I 11111 a c:IOM frlelld to Father Pal. He 
tall8ht Dlt: how to be an altar boy. Don't you 
think be feela pretty bad rlgbt now? IM 
pllltlnjl It In the newapaper (Ia) pretty 
outrlgbi atupld; be feela embarraued 
enough wil!loul pllltlnjl it In tbe paper when 
the penoo hal earned up nlc:luwDes u 
"IIICredlble Father Hulk,'' or "8lonlc:: 
Prleat11 or usDper Prieat,., or "Mlnl 
Prleat." 

The prlntlllll ol ltortes·lbould be brought 
ID lllOI'e CGIIIlderalioo. Tbe firallliory'a bad 
CIIOIIIIb but lo print another - (pratt)' 
atupld, hub!) . 

P.S. Come bac:k to Redwood tlDtermedl­
ate Sc:bool) 11000. 

CHJUS HEIMLER, 
Thollland Oalul. 

State. of shock 

I now direct the next questloo lo tbe 
par!!llls of U1e cblld In question. Why did you 
not go dlrecUy to the church admlnlatratora 
with your aCCWIIIIlons? lt w1a a low, cbeatl 
ahot to mvolve any oulaider unUI you took 11 
up with church authoriUea. You aUowed 
your friends to make Fa~ Roemer the 
center ring of a thrce-rmg ClrCIIB. God help 
WI aU if lblala wbllt we hove lo contend with 
In today's society. Leave i1 lo tbe news 
media to get t1ur blood boiling. I suggeat, 
Flore, the neat time you jump the gun to get . 
a aensational atory, you call upon your own 
God 8lld conscience to gulde your every 
atep. . ' 

MRS. FRANCINE JtJS'fiCE SHEIUWl 
IUld FAMILY, 

Tbouaand OJ)Ia. 

-·-·--· -- ----·· ""·"""':""" Wrong reasons 
Editor, Newa Chronicle: 

11 there room for ooe more leUer ·coneem­
lng the Father Roemer cue! It aeema that 
many people are gettln8 bot for wbat' 
appe~~n to me the WI'OII8 reuona. 

1. To Imply lhat an aecuatloo fl'lllll a, 7• 
yeaMid baa little credibility becaqae al 1111 
youthful age Ia terribly IIIIJUI\. I find lhll an 
odd 8lld embm'a.alng kind al a story for a 
clllld to be making up. Melle cblldren ~ 
be given a reaponalve but 1Wl · dlaeemlng ear. 

2. Perhaps lhll "cbecking with • frielld" 
about the cblld'a lliory wu In an effort to be 
fair to Father Roemer, 10 u not to ~ 
IUCb an aecuaUonllgbtly, 

3. 1 a1ao uk, what makea a man al the 
cloth exempt from emotioN! cllaturbanc:ea? 
1t hal bappened before. Doea lhla mean lhat 
lillY penon boldlng a poeitlon al lnflllellce 
8lld mpeet ahould aulomaUcall7 be fret 
froruuaplcton! · · . 

t. And to uy lhat any pcriCIII baa an 
Inability to be Immoral IIOUildl quilt prea­
wnpluou to me. Tbe Ollly ~ I can 
tblllk al 1rbo ~ clalm lbat vlltue Ia 
Jeaua. We are aU atruullllg with our human 
dealru to 101M degree or ~er. 

5. I am not JB:rlnll thla man Ia auUlJ. I 
bave no way of lmo1rbl&: .~ .1 81!1. Mt ... 

- · nfllllnll1bole wbO' blilteve him to be a liD• Editor, NewCIIroolcla: - · .. · · man. Sul the daJl&er 1n blindly dbocolllltlllll 
I ala cer1a1n U.. al111 wbo are a part of ·a ·-'--- a-w·"- ~Die, .,....,.Uy,. It the Calbollc eommunlty bere In '1'lloiiiiDcl .......... --- r-ou. are 1n 1 .tate of llbock COI1Cel'lliDg the Ia bQportant \bat every claim al lhll eort Ia 

aecuallonl llrouclit againat our Father l.bCirwgbly lnveallpted to pl'llteet the IJU¥)" 
Roemer, of st. Puchal'a. At thla poill& In cent. · · • ··· 
time, aU we can 11o Ia walt to bear the G. Tbe major fault here, 1 think. Ia of tbe '· 
evidence 111111 the verdict aa to wllether newapaper'• bandllng and ~e al lhll 
F11tber Ia guilty or Innocent. Knowing aiatter. Since a man'a repulatloo 111111 career 

tbe bellev be could be Irrevocably daJDII&ed, u In thla Father u we do, we would ra r e case, C&ll't the paper·.wail to report until 
Ia lnnoc:eotand pray .our belleb are correct. after It baa been ddcrmlned wbetber tbe 

1 .,... bonib17 llJI8r1 over tbla entire , 
Incident, but my &~~~~er for tbe moment Ia man Ia Innocent or gullty! 
directed lllrlctly at tbe News Cbrolllele and · MRS. KA'l1JY AUSTEN, 
the reporter wbo took it upon benelf to nlOIII&IId O!W. 

much. · 
JOHN RODRIGUEZ and FAMILY, 
Thousand ()aU. 

In third place 
£41tor, Newa Cbnlnlele: . · 

1 am 14 yeara old and my ... ter Ia 12 
yeara .old. Ever .IDee I knew Father Pat. be 
bu never Jllllde lillY ot thole thlllca • lltUa 
7·year-old boy .tated lo the pollco and »OU 
(NeWII Chronicle) 1o me or lo IDY lllter. He 
bu taken a lot al my frlendl and lll)'ldf to 
diffennl placea all ov•r. Lui year be look 
all tbe elgl)th-gradera on a retreat lo Malibu 
before our Confinnltloo. He worb with aU 
children aU the limo and my IIINr I&YI be 
goea tbrQUBh Ill the CCD {Confratenllty JIC ., 
Chr1atiiUI ~)~~ .. ,..bello. . . 

I tllouPt that printing \bat .nlc::lo Ill! the . 
front page waa reaUy 1ow-claU: As 11111 lad)' 
said In tbe leUerl to lbe editor Ill! Jan. 30, •·· 
lbat lhll paper 01 • ICtlllla1 ~ 4111• ber 
atreet ami l bave to agree wltb ber 4111 lbat 
becauae ~;VerYbodY at ~ and ·alciM Ill' 
tl.n:el4 ~.aboul-~ arllcjo. · 'l'lliii-PIIPW'0 

... flrat 011 Ill)' llal ol pjlpen w ~ • ,. .. 
third out al only hro papera. · · . · 

All lilY frlenda agree witll me liYIIIa we · 
are behind yovlOO pereeat, Father Pat. Wa 
all know YOU are qqt gullty lad 1J11 - lbe 
diStrict attorney of Ventura ~ ~ 
notice It, too. . ' 

We love you, Father Patt 
SCOTT MciNTYRE, 
'l'boUIIInd Oalla. 
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February 4, 1981 

REDACTED 

Dear .REDACTED 

The gift of your letter is greatly appreciated. 

All of us do indeed need a constant support 
in prayer and charity to sustain our life in Christ. Your caring is a 
very precious blessing. 

Sincerely yours, 

REDACTED REDACTED 

REDACTED 

RCALA 007845 

5923 

CCI 002681 



() 
Q 
0 
0 
N 
Cl) 
co 
N 

-,.... . ...,_<:._, 

-·---- __ .,., ___ - --·~-.,..-~_'"":~ -~ :· .. - ,,·'<·''J-1''1 _j//-~·y:·-~·~.:-~ ,.·-;:···~·--;.:c--.,.._:J-_ "b':;· .. ··· 
LL?t1..4?-- - L4-<-I~~:..~~---_.:·:::;;_--..:.·-o:...;L..---. 

... , 

. MOlestation ChatgeS·~~rtsf PrieSt:Split~IDUnily •.. ·. 
--$ollie Parents Support Clergyntallb8t.Anoth~r :troup BilekSPolice; 'Innocent Plea Entered 

:BYJ.AW!BQUlNN,ftMStalfWriter -. _; . ,' -~~ :._.,;·~.: :. ·:;_ _ 

'The arrest of a popular ThOusand Oaks parish priest ·:Agamst<!)lild MolesterS ($LAM). a v~ Cotuity- WQuldcall~mthemiddteofthe night to ask his help 
on multiple cbarges of child molestation has stunned the baSed organization worldng for stronger laws against . •·With a teen .. ager." .. _ ·. : ' . 
-comm~t~ and led to _a flurry of accusations between c~d molesterS and. l~er jail sentences for .those eon• _ ... JesSie Klo_pperiburg, nafiotlal president of SL.Qf, said 
.an anti-child molestation.group and supporters of the vtctedofchUd~olestmg. . __ . . . . . _after the arraigrunent, "'wonder why adultsfind it so 
. clergyman. . At the same time that~ was beiDg.arraigned m hard to believe children .. ~ • 

Th n .... Donald p·ft+..u.k n--- kn ..,. th Ventura. a Mass was bemg conducted at St. PaschaL - . · .. e.n.cv. _ ....._,., ~er. own as ~a er Th Ch · h' r.eportedly · filled with parishi ••peoplesometimesbelievethatifapersoni~~pli!lnof 
-Pat~ to the hundreds Of youngsters he has counseled at · e urc · · . was oners God, be is above all of this • • • I· have compasj!j!on for 
St ... Paschal Baylon Catholic Church, has I?leaded in- praying for the pnest. . . . · · him and 1 know. his feelings, but I still ~ve feeli8s for 
nocent to seven felony counts and two misdemeanor . .Fro~ tile outset, ~e case has upset a Wide spectrum children, too." . .. ' 

· cotmts of child molesting, involving nine different boys. of Cone.JO Valley remdents. . · . . . . . . . ·· 
:The indictment alleges he made ."advances of a sexual , The. Thousand Oaks Ne~ Cbromcle-..receiy- . SLAlt{ was -organized two. years ago tollowmg _the 

·nature" against the boys during an eight-month period ~_a. 'flood of phone~ from~ who -anpilY .convtction·of Theodore FI:anic for the torture-murderof 
· endingJan.26. cnticlzed"thelocaldailypaperfarreportingtbepriest's · Arriy Lou Seitz.a Camarillo toddler.·~ bad been 

Roemer · 36 has been ordered to appear for a prelim- · arrest. · .. ·. . . . . convicted pre~y for Child mo~tion :Qut had~ 
filarY hearingFeb.l6 in Ventura Municipal Court. , ·.smce arriving in Thousand Oaks ~ years ago, · released from~ after.psyc.biatrists pronounced him 

· · R()emet'has become widely known for biB work with abletoreturnto80Clety. _ 
_ AftoQlpanied by Pare~ts . youngsters. . . ... ·. ...• . Crltida FiO JUAlps 
At his arraignment, ~r was accompanied by a · The Parent Teachers Assn. awarded bUn its 1980 . . m . m . _· · . . 

·handful-of parents from several.catholic parishes in the ·Honorary Service Award for his work as .counselor to The .organization h&!' -drawn sharp erttiClStn ·fro~ 
Con~ Ya,Uey. . - . chilc:Jr~ and organizer of youth aetiVitie& .· . .ome Ventura County JUdges who say tJ?-eY tt:el pres 

.· :. They·acoompanied him into and from the courtroom · .. _. _Peimy Lor(I, a parishioner at ·st. Jude's Catholic Bured by the presenceofS¥M mem~ m thetr court-
in _.,__ of ,..,..,..and destatem ts ··---king·th Ch~ ........ -. Th. . dOaks- b ................... ~""'---at .. toomB and by -letter~wnting .campaignS that SLAM 
. ~~w _sup~. ma . en a..._. . e .. : • -~~-~ ousan. ·.. w '?a......,~~ membersbavelaunChedagainstspecificjudgestheyac-
, police for filing t.pe ~and newspapers for report~ • ~e ~t, S81d, ·Our~ are constant targets. .. . f• .. ent· · ~ ............... pra..,.;..:es - · i 
mg them. . . · . .. ~-Priests are like sacrificial Janibs... . .. _.·. ·· . . ... •.... i cuaeo -~em -..._........._. ._,.. · . . . 

. Supporters phySi~y slUelded Roemer from repor- · · · :Bwf~y. a St. Pascba1's,parisbioDer, Said f.bear.; . _· .. ·After RoeJDe!r's pteJJmi.nary hearing, a judge will de- .. 
tersand photographers. . . · . · ·teSt':has -~the nuUi The're'l a lotptbadtbateoUld · - dde ·whether,.there iB'eDO\igb evidence to order bimto 

"Wbyareyou doing this to him?" one woman. shouted be caused by this, espe¢allibecause this • bas been sta.ndtriaL . ·. ·· ··. ·· > · .·. . . . .. · • 
at-reporters. . . . . . . " ~ wOiidng'With children far yearS." ' . . . ' ' The complaint alleges that of the nine boys Roemer is 

4}so.present, but to show support for the police, were· .. ·_.· Anotber.su_Pporter compJained,·~·very tiame peo-. , ·.~of molesting, eight are under the age of 1-t.Po-
membersofConcernedParentsforStrongerLegislation ;;pl~:~ho~arrested him {the police) are the ones who 'liceSaid twoofthemareges6and7. · 

·/~ ,,
0
:···. ;_ ··~i.··::~.:i.;::•;: .. :.:-.·.~ ',· :1. ·.~··· .· ,_;.-;~<;(.~ '· ·~ . ., .~ .~ ' . .'~ .. ·· .... '•'·· ·.\'·.;~:.y;: .. / .. ··-·· .. :·:~···"· 
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l .cQIIliiluriity and led -to a- flur.ry)of accusations between 
~ .an-anti-chlld molestaUon.group· and supporter$ of the 
~i cl~rgyman.. · . ·~'I :"'·;~~~··;'i'J::SA:ttbe 
~ -.;'The Rev:Donald PatrlckROemer; knoJIVIl·;~S·"Fath~. 
J ·Pat" to the hundreds'.ot yoltilgsters he hau:oiiriseled.at.: · 
~ Sl.Paschal Baylon Catholic>Chtrrch,.has.pleaded in· .. cc···.:~--- -,c---.--- ., .. ·. ,._ .. , · . . . 
'1 •it&ent.·.to' severi fel6ny•:counts· and ·t.;..o lnisdem~r · · .. ··From theolftset, ~e case;~0upset':a~de:spectrum· .. him ana 1'.J<IJ?,WilJli 
~ 'c'?iints_of<;hildmo!estlng,in~olvingnlne.dlfferent·boys •. ~fConejo:Va!J.eyrestdepts;!.>··•'·'>'···:j':' .. ;•:-: _ . . children,_.~.;·:·"·:-< ··~· .. · .. · : . .. , ... -:· . 
-~ .,':J:hemdictmentallegeshemade:•advances,ofasexual ... Th~.T)l()usandOaks.!jeyo;~~clt,~- . S~-was,~.'tw:o:years•ag<!cfollowmg the. 

I. ·na. tur. e".again.stthe boys·d.uriilg an .. ei·gh· ·t .• lllDn. th.· .. period. . :.in· g a_ ·tlo,<?d.()f phone. callS ........ ,.from,~ ... · .... 1!8 .. w .. b·o ... angrily . · convicUO .. n.o!Th. eodore .... •·. -~ ... lor .. the,torture.ll)urderof. . 'endiilg'Jan. 26: ··:·. :- .::·· ·, . : .. :- ; • : . :. . . . . · · . criticized .. t11e·local dally. paper. for~:theprleSt'a · . Amy. Lou. Se!tz;a ;Camarilli1'-toddler;•Frank;·~ad been 
' ~Roemer, 36, ilaSbeen ordered•to appear' ror· ipreliiii- arrest._ ... ,. ·. · _: : . . · · ~--. •·· '. '< ., ;; ·_,~ .;;;,:;\ • ,:,, ,l,: ;',c· • :· .' · ,. . .. convicted prey~<>us!y£for:~4-i!iolesl!aUon but bad been 
: • imu-ybearing Feb. ·16 in y entw:'ll Municipai,CourL , , . Since ·arnvmg in ThOUsand· ()a]ai•sev'.eral;years ago. ·released from·prison-~.P8Yclila~ pronounced him 

0 "ii.·'_ ._·_ .· ... ~~~.:·.·p .. · .,.,,._·,.;.· _ ..•.. ,.,' .... ·• .. · .. Roem,er-11~ become,~cl.~.known---fo~,hls,·work·with :.ableto_ret'\Jl:lltoS9Ciet .. Y•·... · 
1 

;u:compa!! eu.a7 arenll. . . ""·.' · •., · youngsters ' . , ,,., ... ·' ,, , , . . . · ... . .. · 
.tt·At his m~ent~ Roez;ier Was ~ed'by a The-Par®t• Teachers~- a~;hun.its·l980 · Crltidml.FYoJIL~~.,. . ·· .. 
~-har,i~ul·ofpareots·troPlseveral·.pitholicpa,ril!beain'the: -',Honoran.~ce.Awardfor:his;worl(-as~~~to . ·. ,The organtzation·,-has·drawn.sharp crlticlSIIlfrom 

l
·,Cime:JO Valley. ,, .· .. :.· .. , .; :,, .... • ' : :· · • . ·:." .... .. : · children·andotganizer.ofyoulhactiVi~i) .. · /. . .;-' . :·_.some-Venturao<:;oun,ty)udges·wl!6 aay they feel pres­
·, .'•:::~:hey _accompanied: him. jnto.8Jld from !,he S:O~m: : > • P,en,Iiy :·~ a• p3.rishjoner~ at\St.(Jude'sO;'CatbOllc ~'Bured by ,the pr:senc:e,O(.~members in their court· 
.m.a sbo,o/ of support and made ,st.at,ementl! attacldng'the. · ·.:_,cp~_in:ThoUsand Oaks WhO·il~an,ied.Roe!;ner:at · .. ~mfl;. l!Jid by ·lett,er~writitl8: ~gns that· SLAM 
1 PP~ce fQrJillng !he cbarges,and newspaper:~.for report"· · ,::t,htr~ept' said, "O;lr pri~'arec:onstant.tar:geta. · · members ~ave launch~ against specific judges they ac-

J.~t~~-p~ySi~:shiet.l~ ~~-~ -~~:· _t~Bt~~;e~=~~~~;;j~~tii~ilr~- -~:ee:;:=.=;~:ng. ajudg!!~de-

l
ws and photographers, . ·· '• ·· , .. :· · rem·has"ruined !he. :man; There's·a·.lotofbad thatcoulcl ·cide·.wbether there,llrenough ·evidence to order·him to 

· ~~j~>:()U. goil)gthis,to ~:;·one woman ~~;.~~r ::~iir~Jt1~~~~-;~ :.f.~~.~; ~~~plaint~~~tof~e nine bc,ys~lll~is 
'i. Alsopresent.·b~lo.show,~ for the polif7. were . Another supporter comp1aln~:·"J1levery-same~-.-•accusedaf molestin8; eightare under the·age-of14; Po· 
~l)ersofCon~P~~!l~.for,St.rqnger.Legisla~n-. r-I>Je; who,arrested• him•(t,be:policWare· the on~ who __ licuaid twooflhem~ages6and 7. 
,J:-~ .... 

4
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ON CH~NGE tJST 

February 9, 1981 

Reverend Donald P. Roemer 
c/o St. John's Seminary 
5012 E. Seminary Road 
Camarillo, California 93010 

Dear Father Roemer: 

This will serve to confirm our telephone conversation 
that as of 1 February 198L you are officially designated by His 
Eminence, Cardinal Manning, to be on Sick Leave. 

As of 12 February 1981 we would kindly ask that you 
take up residence at 

ag 
cc: 

MATER DOLOROSA MONASTERY 
700 N. Sunnyside Avenue 

Sierra Madre, California 91024 

With kindest best regards, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rawden 
Chancellor 

Rev. REDACTED 
Rev. 

. ~nsignor Hawkes REDACTED 
~ JL t?.~f JZLv. 
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February ZO, 1981 

Reverend Donald P. Roemer 
Mater Delarosa Monastery 
700 N. Sunnyside Avenue 
Sierra Madre; California 91024 

Dear Father Roemer: 

This will serve to confirm our telephone call 
that effect 1 February 1981 you are officially designated by 
His Emdnence to be on Sick Leave. 

As of Monday, February 23 we would ask that you 
take 0p residence at 

REDACTED 

St. Mary's Seminary /Novitiate 
1964 Las Canoas Road 
Santa Barbara 93105 
(805) 966-4829 

With kindest best regards, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rawden 
Chancellor 

cc: Msgr;. Hawkes 
Father REDACTED 
Father 
Father 
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February 25, 1981 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

His Eminence, Cardinal Manning, asked that I acknowledge 
with his gratude your kind letter of 19 February 1981 , condering Father 
Patrick Roemer. 

It is always a pleasure to receive a letter indicating the 
respect and appreciQtion of our good people for one of our brother priests. 

REDACTED 

With kindest regards, I remain 

Sincerely you-s, 

Rev. Msgr. J()hn A. Rowden 
Choocellor 

RCALA 007854 
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noase F;orelgn Affairs Coiriffintee4ol· El S~vado~. and a. fervent plea for Hcl_e~r c~nse~sUJ". j~. tb; .~:m. '~tfte; :_: M~~~~i -~;~j.~~~Iq:~i~~.;;~7d~ided. 0_ !ri'U'it!fy.~.z:s-.s·.~g;t.·~c.~. ~Yre~~}~~~te~~- · ~~~t~d13D~:;:x a1;e~~yi~t~~ea"rt);(e~: 
lowed.by a ~ay the State DepartJD#nt cong~ssiona~ -and p~esidenhal bar- · .suppO~ng sizable· ecoQomlc · aHfJOr: ·:-.upo_il:.afterfuJe~eJJ.ce· rep_or!-5 indl·. The·U.S; 'military al~: will 90me ip VIew. . . 
apnoune:ement that tbe United Sta~s mony in ~rms ~ffJ?rei~n policy.". . EI Salvaij9r. .. : .. , · · . · ··· :· ~c•led·)nsurg~n~- .~e~e, ~ass~ng· for the form of-eQuip~e!lt such a~ beh· Actlng-Asslstan,t s_~cretarr of State 
1~ incr~aslng, t.he num~e~. ~f .!!'.;;5. ''~ecret~ry H~lg_ O~Y.lOIJ!!Y }~~~e~es '~~~~- tli~ consensu~ ~Olli!-p~ea Wf:len :~mother ~ff~nsive •. ~nd ~~·a~n:s l?ee~· copter:~ a~d ma~hine g~~s. (Continue~ o~ ~·2, Col. ~) 

;.---.....__lnside·today.;....· ..;......· --

.· C9unty sunshine is ·back, 
but notfor long ... ~.~ .. B-3 

After 'months .of hedging, 
Barry says ·"yes~~ - A-~1 

' . ' 

(::ollege non-teachers .· 
:,_,,want better-~ealA-12 
B~emi $tudents yawn . 
:. waytosuccen .. ~,B-3 

Br~ken leg; broken · 
: ;, dreams for Kings .D·l ·. 

Aatr'p:uraph .. ·"' ..... : .. ... _ !HI 
· Bpsiq~ss. fiJJ.ance : ~- ..... ', . . . IH 

. -g~~::tc~~-;:::: ~ ::: :·: :: .~i\:~· 
Editorials ......... ;.;:., .. ·B-12 
Erma Bombeck .... ; ..... _ . A-6 
Heloise-\: .............. ~ ..... ·. ·A·7 

.Jacoby \>ridge ...... , ..... ,. A-9 
. Dr-. L.a_m~ --~ ....... : ........ A-8 

Names 1n the news ......... A--3 
Obituaries . .. . .. .. .. .... ; •. ·s-5 
Passing scene , . . . . , .. , B..S 

. Peop~e pageS .. _, , ......... ; . A~ 

·~~~1:er · :::::::::::::::::::it~ 
~~~~~~bi~rt·on· ·::::::::: :· -~~-
weather roundup · ....... , ... · A-3 

Freeze on hiring 
in. county --lifted; 
$·5· ... ·· . ... :.m· ····f··l·t·o.,·n-· · . .::--··· 

• • . :< . • •• , -~ .: ·. .. . : >. ' -~ • : • '. _. • • •• • 

_of . cniid ~~bus_e. ~~·se.~ bj. ~_ri~ate .doc~ 
tora • .",The, c_la'use. dreW- CorisifJ,rable· 
ure ·Jr~m th"~ IDedica~ profeast~it:. and 
R8ins his . sil)ce decided. to·. try ,tQ 

ct;g:_eic~~t~ :~fro~~ifl~a·s_ ·a~~d-. 
at·thafportf!nrof the bill, Rains said. 
AccordinK·; to· ·court docUments· riled 

wlll fight to the death to protect First 
Amend;nent rights.. But such" irre­
sponsible action on the part. of the 
st_ation is going to lead to a; conStant 
ero:~ion of thpse rights by the coUrts," 
he said. . · · 

Rains 1s also ·seeking a permanent 
irdt,.•ntl.-.,.. trO .,,.,.,.,,.. .. t VAP"I"'T'H t .. ,_ 
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the: resUlt 'of neW cOm]ty spenqiflg Tne. mrmg rree,7.e an~l >iiJ.<;l~l;,llm:; · .. ·.·.·.. ... .• •' .·. , ,,, , .· ~ >'·· ,;t, 

:;JE~fr~~%s3iri~~~rsa~Pdf;:C:a' ~!f_ :_·:Se_~_:!yrF;_~~~-:r~l_i:~~:~=_~iJ~ ;'Pr_}ft_;·~---~~;·fo_·~~-;·_,_,·_.~_:l_·_· ____ ,_:_ .. :.~.~t~_·_·.~-~--
agency a~d department·he;W.s'to nq$ during the next ye{ir. Bas~ on ... 

~ork with tile Chief Adniiri.~rative Gilv. Edmund G; Bro~ Jr:'s,;:l),!:~ .no··._·~·. · .. ·.· .. l"..·_ ... ·o··· .. ·.··.r .. l·l· .····e·.··sr .. ··.· .... _.···_.·.·to. ··,·.· .. ·.··•.;. ,··.·.~.·.·.,·_:, .. ·.· Office m cut~ing . back speJ1d~ng for . posed budget, supervisors bau :.i-f~ . . \i . 
the rest of the;yt)~r. . , ,;,. ;: , . dic,ted funding decreases ran:g~,i[.g . . , . . . I. , 

. Chief Mministhitive. Officer Rich- from $9 million to $23 million. · ?;?.;(.· . 

dtdWittenbehg said all~gertcit;S ahd sa~~a~a~s~~{~ flt1~Jriici~n~~:~th; j.h._ .. · ·,·l.d-· ····.·m· . ·o· ·_.·l·.e·. ···-~·s._.· ·.t·_:l •..•... n_ .. ·.' __ .. · _g·_.:_·.·~._.·.·.·:\_· .. : epartment eads cooperated 1p t e effect of. state revenue c'u_ts is stU.l \1 . . . · 
spending control plan. Based on l}ew . 
spendin, · _g cuts and-_pro.·_1·ected_ r_e_ven. u .. e. unclear . .He ~id specificfigures . .c;1n't . . . ·. . . · .. . · 
increases, he said, there will. be a be drawn from "the : smok~screen • By Gregg Zc)~oya 

· · f $5 7 400 • tb '9110-81 budget of Governor Brown.''· · 
savmgs · 0 ,04 ' .· m e · .t · · · . Peter 'Pedroff, county·· budget ana- . A Thousand Oaks priel!t said thi: fisca,I. budget. . . . . . . . ·. . . ' r. 
· Comity Supervisor John Flynn of lys~, 'said .most of the $5 millio~ · motni!lg he will plead ·no contest 

Qxnard said, "It ends up kind, oOike savmgs occurred as a result of. attrtc, whic,b i'S1the same as ·a guilty pl~ iJ 
rewriting the budget." . . . .. tion and ~e replace.ment of e~ploy- a. ~~ina} case, to felony c:;h~!Jges .o 

·· . . ··· · • · ·· · ees who qwt wl)rk wtth other· em,ploy- wWksting three chi14re11., ... : c~i·,, 
In a ·memo to supervisors, Wi~t~n~ ees at a· lower pay level. . . .·<, ·.mie Rev. Donald· Patrick Roemer 

betg said, "Our approach was to ·set He said n9 across:the-board per-. ~' pdest at. St. Paschal Bay}on pi~b 
up standards for deterniinfug adj~t- centage cuts were made in county olic Church, said he .would nuike tha 
ed. spending levels a:nd apply them.~ agency budgets. . ·' · · ·· . · plea· .ia exchange for. disfric:;t attt» 

· all agencies and departments." ·. ·.·· While he acknowledged that new ney's officials dropping five otne 
. Neither WittenJ:>t:lrg nor other coim- spending limits essentially Ci;'eate ,a child mole~tation ¢barges agaJns 

· ty officials woUld identify \\there the new budget, PedrOff said the .. old: him; ,•,·' · . . ·. . . . . ;. , 
. cuts had been' made .. · . . . budget is st~l legallY. ~ffecti~~~ That The agree!Dent petweell 'R,~erp,e 

"We don't want agencies shooting was the basts fqr offtcialarg!liDents. andtheDlstr:tctAttorney'$.0ffice.wa 
at one another," explained B:oard that the. spending cuts would not be ,teyealed'(luJ:ing a court appear.~o~nc 
Chairman Jim Dougherty of Simi broke~ down. ·. . .. .before MJ.mid~l Court Judge· BUJ 
Valley. · · "We don'thavea.breakdown," said M.IIenso_n, . • . . . 
. Doughel'tY and Wittenbergclaiined. Wittenberg~ " ... we· didn't want to The appearance was to be a preliri 

county agency heads might complain break· it'- ($5 milliop) down further inary hearmg, bu~ a stipulation 1 
if· a· brealtdown indicated· more cut- (be6ause) ·it IDll-Y have· been misun- waive .the·. preliminary hearing· w~ 
backs. had been required of their d~stood" by llgency beads. pre,sented to He~son. The waiver w~ 
department than others. . ·. . Officials indicated~ howev;er, that conditioned on an agreement by 69· 

.Wittenberg . said the cuts involve cost cuts varied greatly, depending merto plead no contest . . 
elimination oi soine ~'major purchas- on th_e agency involved, · · - Henson ordered Roemer to appe< 
· · · · 'or arraignment in Supe~iOI:J .Cou 

T. · · h · · ff. . eel. . h' • k.· · 'Friday. Any J:llea agreement .wou . : ·eaC : erS 0 ·_· e-r ·. -• • l .. e ·. n?frR~!:re1~!:~~tn~ha~6~fe:i;, 
. . · .. . · · . . ·· ·. . cnuld face a maximum of lOlf.J yea 

•· • · · · · · · , · . · · · in ptlson for the ctime5. .. · 

0.; :t .... _·l.·_:-6_-··_· . . -~-o_-_ ov·e:r · 2. y· e.-._. ar. s. ·. · ~!~i~~~~~~~:~~~:l~~:;&~ 
. acknowledgiiig 'any of the .questio 

. this yea·r, as opposed to the 6.a directlid to him.. : .... ·. By Robin Sjogren 
d. , "We. don't have any comments, · percent given. to o~her tstn~t em- . t u , 0 d tt 

Ventura teachers have been Qffered ployees. Rooney said trustees ha_ve comments a 8 • xnar a orn 
~n 8. percent cost~of-living salary not discussed increasing the sa lanes ~lsu~~e:aJ~f~ th!igu~:~~-esco1i 
increase· this year and another 8 of otbe~ employees; . . . . . · 'rbe p.riest was arrested Jan. 2'6 .. 
percent next year in a tentative To ,glV~ ·8 percent. t~~s Year, the shedff's deputies. ort suspic,i'on. 

· settlement reached Sunday. · . . board Wlll reduc.e diStnct reserves . making "advances of a sexual r 
·• The increase this year would be from 2 p~rcent to 1 ~ercent of the ture:'. t<i a child during a 1:atechU 
r~hroadive to JlllY L total bud~et, Rooney ~aL!l; , . class. . . 
. · Tbat.offer is higher .than any-.made Dependuw on. the dLstr1ct s mcome, ·. The. original complail\t accil$ 
before by Ventura Unified School .Rooney satd, trustees ~ay have to , Roemer of molesting. nine \>oys 
District trustees. . . ' . , · make budget cuts t~ glye te;~.ch~rs separate occaSions last year and tl 

J'he last publicized offer was for _8 next ye~r's ·cost-of-livmg mcrease. H.e year .. Two of the. molestations ' 
,percent this year and from 5 to 8 has already suggested trusteesc,~onsi- curred outside -Ventura County. I 
percent next year, depending on state de_r _cuts· next year of more tb,an $l · were initiated in. this county, t 
'income the district might get. . million. . ·. ·"' · , district attorney charges .. 

Dave Stuart, presidertt .of tlie Ven- ~n respon.se,_ ~tuart satd, 1 don t The ages of the victims range fr• 
· tura Unified 'Education Asso,ciation, thmk the ad~~mstrator_s '!'ould have 6 to.l5, The three felony cases 
said the latest offer ancVthe entire agreed to this lf they didn t have the which Roemer ind}cated he wc>l 
two-year agreement were well re- money.'' · . . . . . . plead rio.contest occurred in Janua 
ceiv'~ by teachers Monday~ If the worst fmancl8l- predicbo~S said Deputy DistriCt~ Attorney ~ 

About300 teachers. show.ed up at a· come true, some budget cuts w11l Taylor. 
general meeting ~ftei' school' at . prob~bly ~?ve to. be ~ade; Stuart As aresult of the ~gre(lnien.t an• 

. Buena High to hear the offer, and.rio 'aQmitted. .I hope they ar~ ~"far prior deCision by district attorr 
one voiced objections, Stuart said. "I from the classroom as pos~nbhf, he officials; five .counts, including· 1 
was surprised," he added. said. . misdemeanor counts, will 

Teachers will be taking a ratifica- · Teachers hav~ ~fte.n satd · they · dropped. A sixth count was .goin€ 
tion vote Moriday, The school boar!) is . should be a top pnonty m the bl,ldget. ·be ·dismissed anyway, Taylor said. 
then ~xpected to formally approve Now that they are (\s.sured. tpe 8 The families -of the nine. victi 
the contract. pe~c~nt next year, the b~dget ¢an be were informed Monday that tl 

Superintendent Patrick Rooney has ·built from t~at, Stuart satd. . . would not have to appear at 
said it will be a real . challenge f~r Stuart sald t~~chers we~e partlcu· preliminary hearing, t11ylor said, 
trustees and administrators to come larly glad · the contract ts for two dicating that the agreement had b 
up with the salary money. . .. years. "I thil)k ~hose were,the s~ee- tentatively reached that day. ' 

It will cost the 4istrict $240,000 test words they could hear, he satd. · Roomer remains free on. a wril 
more t~ .giye. teachers the 8 percen~ · . (Continued on A;2, Col. 2) promi~e to appear in court. . 

) 

\,./ 

CCI 002692 



1"-
1.0 
00 
1"-
0 
0 

::5 
<( 
() 
0:: 

vn~•·"'~. uH:n~f u~ pc:u •~nuner::;·.: -~~·)?/.' 
I 

.I 
,;, 

- . . 

ChUrch stand in sex case hit 
. .. ·~ .. ~ .. r . . 

By GAIL GROSS 
Oady Hews Staff Wrihtr 

Some parishioners are unhap.. 
py with the continuing silence 
by Catholic church officials: in 
Thousand Oaks and Lo!f Ange­
les on the Rev. Donald Patrick 
Roerrier. months after sheriffs 
Investigators say his superior 
was notified of the priest's re­
ported molestation of a 6-year­
old boy. 

The 36-year-old priest this 
week pleaded no contest to felo­
ny charges that in January he 

:molested two brother&. ages 7 
and·lO. and a 12-year-old boy at 
St. Paschal Baylon Catholic 
~hurch in Thousand Oaks. 

1 Although Roemer; a priest for 
;11 years. reportedly confessed 
.).o all eight of the molestations 
for which he was charged. pro­
~ecutor. Joseph E. Taylor. Jr. 
~aid the district attorney wiU 

. ask to drop five counts at the 
time of sentencing. 

i But police investigaHons and 
~oemer's re;ported confe;;sion 
!]ave raised questions among 

parishoners about the handling . 
by church offiCials of informa· 
tion they had in late December 
- and perhaps as early as last 
September- that the: priest re­
portedly fondled young boys for 
sexual gratification.. i 

Willtw and .Barbara Sugars 
are among the parishoners who 
have been dissatisfied with the 
reaction of church officials . 

"It seems to me like they 
could come off a lot better by 
making a statement of ~oncern 
and" responsibility to< the com· 

i ·1 
' f· -.-

~u;;;-ty.~ $aid Wililam Sug&ls. 
whose .child attends religious' 
classes at St Paschal. He also llf · 
vice president for the statewide 
organization of Stronger Legis­
lation Against Child Molesters. 
which has been monltoring·such 
cases and compiling lnformatlon 
on sentences. 

In a taped interview with Det. 
Kelli Mcilvain of the'East Val­
lev sheriffs station. Roemer 
confessed to the moleStations 
and to strUggling with homo­

. sexual feelings since his youth. 

according to a "statement of 
fact": filed in Ventura County 
Superior Court by the district 
attorney's office. 

Roemer also told the investJ­
gator that until five or six 
months ago he recei,·ed spiritu~ 1 

al and psychological counseling· 
1
. 

for hiS problem from a priest a• , 
his former parish in Santa Bar- · 
bara. · 

Yet church officials refU.se to 
comment on why Roemer near­
ly three years'ago was .assigned .. 
Fro~ P.c~ i ; · 
to head thlt-5outh program· at 
the T-bousand Oaks church 
while • undergoing counseling 
for hiS sexual attraction to boys. 

They also could not be 
reached to discuss the priest's 
future with the church. but 
Roemer reportedly iS able to 
perform daily masses outside of 
Thousand Oaks. · 

The mother of a 12-year-old 
boy who said Roemer bad 
rubbed the youth's stomach and 
chest following a religious class 
informed lhe Rev •. Calm 
O'Ryan, pastor of the Church. of 
the reported incident last Sep­
tem!>er, said Commander Larry 
Kalsbeek of the East Valley 
sheriff's station. 

\(") 
o-­
r­
\(") 

While many parishoners .. still 
believe Roemer's cas~~hould 
have remained withju the 
church. some are unhapp;r with 
the church's continued .silence. 
on· the issue <!nd iis fai1i.il:e to 
recognize the depth of the .pro~ 
lem~ .;~:.: 

"How am I going to i)e~guar­
anteed this will never 'happeJ 
again. that it will not haiJP.en to 
my child?'' Sugars asked:·; : 

He ·said in late December 
O'Ryan aitio was advised of the 
fond,ling of the genitals .of a 6-
year-old .boy at a religious 
retreat in San Bernardino Coun­
ty last May. 

Sugars said parents of se¥eral 
of the victims are disen"c'l1anted 
with the lack of supp6.i"£ by 
church officials for ttie families. 
They. expressed belief ~!:1~~ ear­
lier recognition of ROemer's 
problem by the churcJ1;.could 
have prevented many . of. the 
molestations and the. u.Q._~~val 

· Within the church. · ~--

Kalsbeek said only the second 
incident was reported to author­
it.les but. ii1 both cases. the par­
ents felt the problem could best 
be handled by the cqurch. 

''We're l:oncerned about the 
church's role in this particular 

. instance because the public is so 
naive on the subject of child 
molestation.'' Sugars said. 

''It wasn't simple h~ging," · 
he added. wit wasn't sirflply a 
fanny pat. We're talking about 
physical contact of a sexual na-
ture... , ;. .. 
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priest w"11o has co:nf'essed to three cou~ts o:f child molest. 

Ol'R the kind of l!lHl.:wt he u5ed to be a:nd ou tl1.e kiJild of' !'.12LY..t he n.o doubt 

ca::u be agr:ti:tll.. It is a sad cot:mne~.tar-y .B~:t olll. the f'act that Yr. Hoen!er 

asked foltpsych~logical help amd. got some Fhile l1e ~c:as e-,.:.>sig1'l!.ed to a 

SaRdia Barbara parish. But appare~ttJ.y Rot er1.0ugh help. And IDor t.hat, 

1,.re are cTi tical of' his superiors who 1:\a'l.O>vi1'.l.g he: suffered ,.,reaknesses, 

RCALA 007864 

places calleci Houses o:f AffiT;:,ation where pri:~sts are ~eat for cota~.~el­

i:n.c;, ·therapy, to recover f'roa1 emot:Lo:r1.al bur11.-out, alcoholism, r~l:<tb­

ili tatio:n, Roemer certaii:o.ly could ha.ve qualified for lo]ll.g t.~rm therEtp:y, 

:f:'or removal :from pressure-s. 

me11t of fact 1vhich the district 2~ttor1~.ey gx gav~ to t.he judge <:nad to 

the press is there a.:ay rei'ere:n.ce to i~tten.sive co1.:rn.seli2!:i.C:' to a lo?~.g 

respite f'ro~>r the presures of the ~v-ork of' n. priest, to the COiil.di tion 

of being a priest. 

A man i•ho went to schoo J. ;"i th Hoemer, tl::n·ough. yenrs a:<1d 
~-

years iB seminaries, said the~was never a•y evidence of Roemer's 

"That 1 s the kind of thing tl.iat all ot' U"'' guys ;,.,-culd L:;.v(, r~portec'~ 

on ••• ~~ wouldn't 

havl!": tolerated any activity of' that lc.b<.d. 11 

In the ll years or so Roerne:c t s 

service was beyoad reporach,his :f·3d:xx~a: :fr:i.end said. U:;;-,_til about a 

brother to him,alld his clos~e.t friend. 

Too late no1,r, Fr. Hoerner's friend x±zuixx:s:±x sD.id, they 

XM:±:.I[X~A 
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Yo11 hnve to give hilll'l credit f'or soneth:Lllti?.'t t'Saj_d a 1JOf.:i.l'.l.:rtt 

i~ VeHturn. ::ou;.1t::'\'" at this time, is allo·t~ed to :.;a.y Ha . .ss every da.r a.:ad 

that >JXii0£1[': h.:i.<:~ gret.teBt sorrows !l.re th,_., 1'e~1orse for hif! reprel1ens:!.hle 

actinl!e., :for the .t\B';':"Ilish hets caused his :f~rttix f'<O·.mj_ly al'<d "ll hi!! 

f'or;.;u::r ci;;.~smates at Oxt~::..ra r s So:l'lta. Clart'1 Highp olild for tr!.6 hol~re~.d­

ous rnbl::_citY th(, f.!:t.x Catholic church auf'f'ers b~..::;ause o:f him. 
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No answe1s on priest 
Church officials mum on allowicqg cleric to work with youths 

By FAYE FIORE 

Local Catholic Church leaders are refus­
ing to comment on why a Conejo priest was 
made youth minister at his Tboussnd Oaks 
parish wlUle he was undergoing counseling 
for his homosexual attraction to children. 

The silence by administrators at St. Pas­
chal Baylon ca~ollc Church and the Catho­
lic Archdloceae of Los Angeles is both 
fnlstratlng and disquieting to a young Thou-

. sand Oaks couple w-·two children were 
molested by the Rev. Donald Patrick 
Roemer. , 

The story of the popular priest, who 
admita moleatlng boys wbo attended the 
ctturch tor Blble inJtrucUtm., · Ia j!lllt begin· 
ning to untold even for the vlctiml. · 

Now, they are looking with amazement at 
. evidence wbieb states the 36-year-old priest 

was fighting a homosexual attraction to 
children and receiving psychologlca.l coun­
seling from another clergyman at 'the San 
Roque Catholic Church .in Santa Barbara, 
where be wu assigned before coming to St. 
Paschal's three years ago. 

Evidence allows that Roemer waa recelv• 
ing counaeJ.tn8 up until "four or five months 
ago," well into the time be was actively 
working with chlldren attending Bible study 
claases at St. Paschal's and taking some on 
week:cmd retreats. · 

The information means that Roemer was 
seeking paycbological care at the tii,ne he 
received Ule 1980 Honorary Service Awartl 
frbm tlle PTA for his work with Conejo 
youth. 

An obviously pained Roemer indicated in 
a confession be made to East Valley sher· 
iff's deputies hours after his arrest that he 
had been ''fighting and fighting" his attrac­
tion to young boys. 

Placing such a troubled man in a setting 
with children is much like locking an 
alcobolic in a liquor store and saytng, 
"Don't drink," the parents of two of the 
victims agree. 

Contacted this morning at St. Paschal's, 
the Rev. Colm O'Ryan was asked by ·the 
News Chronicle wby Roemer was assigned 
aa youth minister where parishioners say he 
rarely associated with ·adults. "I have no 
comment." was his only reply. 

Tbe pastor also refused to be interviewed 
by deputies during · the investigation, 
records reveal. 

The Rev. Clement Connolly, secretary to 
Cardinal Timothy Manning at the arch­
diocese, also refused to comment, saying if 
would violate the "confidentiality" of 
Roemer's counseling. 

"This is obviously a very delicate matter 
and the confidentiality of his counseling is 
highly delicate," he said. 

Connolly would not say whether Roemer's 
private attorney, Bruce Mayfield, is being 
paid out of church funds or by the priest. 

In addition, he would release no informa· 
tion about what Roemer's future in the 
priesthood might be now Ulat be must 
register as a sex offender. Roemer cur­
rently is not assigned to any parish and is 
"in private," Connolly said. 

Tuesday night, the Millers (not the 
family's real name) sat In their living room 
reflecting on the turmoil of the recent weeks 
since their 7-ye~-Qld eon told them Roemer 
molested him. 

"We are angr.y and a little bitter," the 
boy's father said upon bearing prosecutors' 
evidence that church officials had several 
chances to remedy the problem, and· let 
each go by. 

As early as Dec. 27, a Newbury Park 
woman avoided pressing charges against 
the priest after he allegedly molested ber 6-
year-old son. 

Interested only ltl seeing Ulat the well· 
loved Roemer received help, the woman 
called St. Paschal's acting pastor O'Ryan on 
Dec. 27 and Jan. 30. 

According to the woman's statements to 
investigators, O'Ryan promised her that the 
problem would be "thoroughly handled," 
offering this analogy:· "It's like having a 
splinter in your thumb; if something isn't 
done about it, it continues to get worse." 

In the next four weeks, three more 
children were molested by the priest ....: the 
three counts to which he essentially pleaded 
guilty in court. 

Two of those three counts involved the 
Millers' sons. 

The family has considered leaving the 
parish, fepllng slighted by church leaders 
and some of its members. 

"If a church isn't going to back its people, 
then what is a church?" the mother said. 

Their report to deputies provided an inlet 
that led to a·wave of similar complaintS, au· 
from children and families who knew of the 
priest's actions but did not come forward, 
often out of guilt or ;fear. 

After the arrest, the parents were preoc· 
cupied with what the effects of the incident 
might be - whether their sons would be 
psychologically harmed by the encounters, 
if the children would feel guilty because 
"Father Pat" had to leave the parish or if 
they would blame their parents for calling 
deputies. 

All of that, they !)OW realize with anger, 

could have been avoided if the situation waa 
better handled by church officials. "I tbinj ' 
they acted poorly," the father said. 

O'Ryan called the family only once after 
the incidents, the couple said, and .that was 
to request that they not ~k wWJ tbe 
press. 

Although the couple was informed that 
some members of the church were praying 
both for Roemer and the cbilclt'q, tbey eaid .. 
the small amount of support was not tne~ugh 
to offset the bitter response from com.mu· 
nity members wh<1 accuaed tbeUl of baviJig 
too little faith In theb' parish to keep the . . 
matter. witl!in ijle _qbqr@..:~.:~- tl ~-<4 
ban~ of depUti84. · 

The Millers· feel that cburcb Je.ders and 
some parishioners were more ~ 
about protecting RoerQ.er than about the 
welfare of the children . 

"At first, I felt sorry for Father Roemer," 
the mother said. "But lt kept golq on 
longer with no support for the vic~ - all 
of it went to the suspect." , 

The woman said that five days after 
Roemer was arrested, abe took her son to 
church to make hil tint confeu!oa, a 
Catholic ceremony Uutt children p~ctlce 
weeks for. 

"Father Roemer wasn't then! and J just 
broke down.u she said. "I felt guJ)ty and ·1 
(her son) was disappointed becauae be bad 
rehearsed with FaUler Pat." 

The letters published on the News Cbronl·· 
cle editorial page did not ea~ the disquie­
tude. The Millers said they even saw a 
critical letter from a friend who was . una­
ware Ulat she knew the family. 

She said the faultfinding parbbioners 
spoke without knowing the difflcul,ty of 
trying to prepare their children to testify, 
before Roemer's no contest plea saved them 
from taking the stand. They were una-.are 
that she dreaded that the boy• would b&ve 
to face Roemer, whom they, too, loved, •nd 
point him out in court as a child molester. 

Tuesday was the couple's first opportunity . 
to voice the anger they withheld for weeks 
as they reid the-letters tharcba1Uiect1bem--·· 
and called for publication of the name of · 
their son - knowing the priest had a)feJdy 
confessed. 

"I am so angry that people would think 
my 7-year-old is a liar," the mother said. 
"They were upset that we went to the pollee 
because Father J>at 'sb<IWed a little tQ9 
much affection.' 

"They didn't understand that besides our 
children being victims of a child molest and 
what all of this did to our family, that we, 
too, lost Father Pat.'' 
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Judge Shaw 
c/o Joe Taylor 
Office of tlle LJistr"l:ct AttoPncy 
Hct.U of Jt1stice 
8 00 South Vic tori a Avcmu; 
Ventw•a, California 93009 

Your Honor: 

(. 

REDACTED 

·March ?.0) 1981 

ATTACHlv!ENT 113 

The case before you oorwem·ing Pa.the1• Pat Roemer> is ver-y much on. my mind. 
In faat, as the mother> of one of the victims, REDACTED r· have found 
it increasingly difficult to put this matter> out of my mind, and yet I am 
tr•yina to do that. · 

There ar>e a few things I would like you to know as you hem• this case~ and 
I aan speak only for> my own famHy, and. the effects on us. I am r>eUeved 
not to have had to appear> ir: court and not to have had my son undergo the 
fu.r>ther pr>obl.'Jms that I feel would have certa·inly r•esulted from hiB having 
to testify. Even soJ I thiHk it is best that you undevstan.d the com~equenaes 
of this situa-tion, at least in oui' fami"Ly - and~ I s-trongly suspect, to 
:Jarying degrees ·in ~~aeh of the victim fami liea 1 because of the emoticmaL 
shock of a oe;r;uaZ. eHCO!.mtel' at Duch a tender> age. . 

REDACTED was only s·ix when he had this unfovttmate sexuaL en.ooun-tev with Father 
Roemer>. He has been deepLy involved in his own Chl'istian life for several 
yearn. We we~e all very proud when he passed his First Communion. test at 
the age of five. He made his Fivs-1; Corru11union that yearJ which is about three 
years early~ but he was very involved with Jesus. 

I'm not trying to pa-int him as the picture of a pevfect kid. He's had his 
share of pmblems. When his grandfather• died we had quite a p:t'obl-em with 

'him for awhile. lle was angvy and resentful. 'l'his was the only g'l"andfather 
he had known. But thiu period of time had been followed by such an upswing~ 
with his behavior• tur>r~.ing around and his cheevfti.l attitude veturning. And 
so~ it wau confusing to us after our family retrea·t that when we an>ived at 
Maas he would sit there with his seat belt on and say, "Please, just let me 
wait in the car. I don't want to go in. I'll behave out here. Just please 
let me sit in tl1e em•. 11 But he wou Z.dn 't explain, and we couldn't understand. 
and so we made him join us each week. He wouldn't Zinten; he wouldn't pay 
att.:mtion. Ilia attitude beeame ir1'everent. lie :ltal'ted having p:r•obZ.ems in 
school: avguing ~ kieking 1 being r•ude. He became a3 inconsidem'te and rude 
at lwme as any litt'ie boy wJw had never been special, OJ' knO!Jn how to behave. 
It waa bewiZ.f.lering. .: .. , s ,;;~·. ·· ., . -.-,., ~;: 

Finally, ,j11;:;t befol•e Chr·-t:G Una:; vacat·t:on, hi a teacher• ca 'lled me and said that 
h·i;; attitude wa::; J·ust getting WoJ•se, not bette!', r.md that she didn't know 
arzd couldn't (;eem to finrl out what hi.::; pr>obl-.Jm wa:.;, but that a1w was ;;ul'e it 
waa impor>Lant for' zw to fi~ld out. She had seen mwh a decl·i.ne in his behav1:or, 
in hiu attituci,!, and ctJrta-i.nl.y in hi.::; gl"<.cd.:w, thczt she wal! afraid lie 1JaG only 
marqiilf'llly pa;;:;in!J. Ti!{:J ·is the s~vne child who had akipped a g1ude and sr:ill 
r·ecci.ved ruJnP7y :dr•a·iuht 11 '0 in the j'ir':;t qttart2r. lie l'artks in the 90th 
pePccnti L.2 ·in the National Individual Test Reco:ra· acores fo1' thi;;; year. So 
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h-is teacher• u:;k,_:J me to I'ecdl.y tJor·J: on the problern ouet• the Christmas vacation. 
He maintain<!d ccm:;·t;:t.,?lltly Lhat he ,1-i:cfn 't h:,:nJ ,,;h~' he 1,;asn 't behav·ingJ wh·i.le 
J1.; pt•cx.~.:edcJ to dcJ th i.ngu he h·:ul neuer> done bef'OI'i;: caroing deep pictures on 
fw•nitul'C~, WPU:h:g •>It wcdl<;~ twrp·iuu t<p pict:ur•es - and no amount of discipl-ine 
slowed him dcML 

rve had a g1•cat ddy on Chri:1tmas, and finatly, Christmas n·ight. aj'Lero the boys 
wer•e tucked in, t,he two boys said their prayer•o, crn.d as .T started to l-eave the 
room, REDAcrEo,s little voice came out - "I hope God tviU fol'gi.ve me for doing 
something tez·Pib~e." I went back and sat on the edge of the bed~ asking him 
what Jie meant. He told me that he had done somethincr so terrible he was 
afraid to tell me. I reas:>ured him that he could teh me anything without 

RCALA 007883 

being afraid. T took him out to the family room, sat him iH my lap and asked 
fol• him to exptain to me what was bothe·ring him so much. lie became increasingly 
more upset as he related to me the de-tails of what had happened to him on that 
t'etreat. I didn't want to believe him ... and yet, I knew by the way he was 
talking that he was tett·i.ng go of a burden. he had aar•ried atone for a ·z.ong time, 
that it was_. i-ndeed, the tr'Uth~ cmd that it was still bothering him. ~ 

The one thing he sa·id that reaHy hw't, because it made me feel that he hadn't 
been able to trust anyorze, even me, enough to taU what had happened i3at'liet'J 
was t'hat he didn't teU. us beoauae 11I knew no one r.Jou~d beUeva me, because we 
all lov,'J Father Roemer so much that you woul.dn 't believe he woul-d do aomething 
so bad. And I didn't teU you because I know I'm not too young to go to jaiL 
for something like this. I though-t if I just forgot about it, it ·would go 
away. It doesn't go away. Now it's aZtvays in my head unless I'm talking. 
It's always th~re. · What's w-rong with me?" And when he asked me what was w-rcmg 
with him, it really shook me up_. because I knew that he had been sending out 
signs of needing help_, and that I had reacted to his misbehavior with anger ... 
frustration and resentment_, and aU of the adult things we fed when someone 
doer.m 't act the way we expect them to. I had let him dow-rt when he needed me most. 

REDA:TED is having therapy now. It's been a hard decision not to take this into 
court to haue the church pay for his therapy. After alt.., we didn 't cause this 
problem; it's not fair for us to shoulder the ['ina1toial bux•den of its -repair>. 
And yet, he is our son_, and we want him to have the best opportunities in Z-ife, 
and that inc tudes good emotional health. I feel that a eivit proctJeding would 
inorea:;e the trauma fOl• him - and_, in faat, for or.n• entire family. The cost 
has its ot...n-z rervard as we see him~ even with his smaU improvements, gnr.duaHy 
calming a little, liatenirzg tJf!en spoken to, and behav·in:J lens violently. I 
feel ver'y foY'tunate that we have received such suppor•t from the District 
llt..toJ•ruJtt 's uff·L:r!P .. '"'''""'"'" '·'" ,._.~._ __ ! .... . ,_ '1aven 't gotten ·i..t fY'om our- chuJ'ch. 

REDACTED .. _ IaV? aU acted tJith such gG~ntlerless 
w , ana concern for the fami1 .. y, keeping us infonned, protecting us from 
the med·i.a in:..;<mity> that I have gained a great deal- of renpect for' jwJt what 
the DiDLI'iet A/..torney does for us. T!w aornpass·ion and SLtppol•t you would have 
e~:pec iL~ci to <:o,ne f1'01n the pmi:;h lcve l ia coming [1•om the DA! 

Fm•.:nyc.3lj', the mo0t dlff'ieult tl11>:u to ac~ept in all of thi!J w not that 
Fa~nr-:r l?oan,•J' han done 8Ulnntll'Lng t<:r'!ri..ble. Ea~h of~~;; l!a:J done ::;ornt·thir:g 
to1''!_'~!Jle at on.! tirne 0!' ,-::)·toihen'. lie need~ heZp. To me, that's mm·c than 
;•hu1..ow;.. l:a 'c ·in _ow• _PJ"1!Jtn'G r>igJn along w·ith oup ow~! con, who al:.;o ntJed;; 
fl,~l.p, and ~:; yuc..t:u!~] ·Lt. !/e hope tf:at Father• ·ia t~l.no uetting heZp. I am 
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also pl'U!f"L-Ilg for my OlJn u.hU.·i.t;y to oom•come the shock of the incident. It has 
left me wi tl! the~ feel ·i11g tlla t I cwmo t pratec t my own chi ldr.;m, and that is 
ucw•y. REDACTED heads otd.. for• uc.~hool, and I don't want h·im to go, i don't know 
who's out ther•e - maybe uomebody we don't kn01.J, maybe somebody we think is a 
jrie~1d. I jw;t plYt!f that he 1 H come homo each day w·ithoHt haV1:ng had any 
mo1•e problems. God blOt,Js he's had enough. And right now, J feeL that we 
have, too. 

I hope you z.mdcr>stand the motivation behind this Z.etter. I understand tr.at 
tile next coul't appeamnoe is on ApriL 14th. Our baby is dueREDACTED , and 
perhaps the timi;1g is a bl.esa1:ng~ as it wiU give a new foau.GJ·to our ramiLy. 
as we tx"y to put this ent-ire episode behind us. It wiU be good to see a 
!ega L cone lus ion to thia. I proy for God's guidane e for you as you hear 
this case. 

Sincerery~ 

REDACTED 
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Cardinal T·imothy Manning 
1531 West 9th Street 
Lon Angeles, California 90015 

Your• Holiness: 

REDACTED 

March 21~ 1981 

The last feiJ months have been most be~.Jilder·ing to me as a Catholic. If this 
letter accomplishes nothing mor•e -than to clear this burden from my heart, it 
witt have succeeded its most important duty. The problem I would like to 
speak with you about is that concerning Father Fat Roemer. As the mother of 

REDACTED , one of the tittle v·ictims, I have found it increasingly difficult 
to put this matter' out of my mind, and yet I am trying to do that. 

There are a feuJ th1:n({S T /,Jould like lfOZ< to 1:.noM n.<; 1/0U offer rnn:danen in ·th1:.s 
case. I can·· speak o'n.ly for my own /amily and the effects on ~s, but perhaps 
you can extend this to the fourteen famil·ies and fifteen victims now known to 
be involved to differing degrees. I am relieved not to have had to appear ~n 
court, and not to have had my son undergo the further problems that I feel would 
have certainly resulted fJ•om his having to testify. Even so, I feel it is 
best that you understand the consequences of this situation, and the parish's 
apparent attitude~ because of the emot-ional shock of a sexual encounter at 
such a tender age. 

REDACTED 7 • h h ff d h · f' 7 • h ~ was on~.-y s~x w en e su ere t ~s unJortunate sexua~.- encounter w~t 
Father Roemer•. E-v{dence 1:ndicateD that hin vJaD one of the mo8t serious of the 
molestations, ham:ng emotional consequenceD we are trying to deal l,)ith. REDACTED 

has been deeply involved in his oum ChriBtian life for several years. We were 
all very proud when he passed his First Communion test at the age of five. He 
made his First Communion on F:aster' Sunday that year, about three yeaY's early. 
This Easter~ we wiZZ. be lucky Just to get him in the church with no complaints. 

I'm not trying to paint him as the pictur'e of a peY'fect kid. He's had his 
share of pY'oblems. WI-zen his grandfather died) u.le had quite a pY'oblern zuith 
him for awhile. He was angry and resentful. This was the only grandfather 
he had knoiJn. But this period of time had been followed by such an upswing, 
with his behavior turning around and his cheerful attibAde returning. And 
no, 1'-t l.Jas eonfuM:ng to ur: o.ft:e-r• our> fam-i-ly 'Y'ei.Y'raf t1!a'!; J.clhc"l we czr•r•-ivcd at 
Mass he tuoutd sit there with his seat belt on and say~ "Please~ just let me 
wait in the car. I don't want to go in. I'll behave out here. Just please 
let me sit in the car. 11 But he wouldn't explain~ and we couldn't understand~ 
and so we made him join us each week. He woul-dn't listen; he wouldn't pay 
attention. His attitude became irreverent. He staY'ted having problems in 
school: arguing, kicking~ being rude. He became as inconsiderate and Y'Ude 
at home as any U ttle boy who had never been special, or known how to behave. 
It was bewildeY'ing. 

Finally, Just before Christmas vacation, his teacher called me and said that 
his attitude was just getting worse~ not better, and that she didn't knmJ 
and couldn't seem to find out what; h1:s pr•oblem /,)as, but that she was mAre it 
was important for us to f1:nd out. She had seen such a decl-ine in his behavior, 
in his attitude, and ceY'tainly in his grcldes~ that she 1.Jas afr•aid he was only 
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marginally passing. This is the same child 7Jho had skipped a grade and still 
received nearly 15trcrigh t A 1 s in the fir's t quar>Ler. He ranks in the 90th 
per'centile in the National Ind1:vidual Test; Record scores foro this year. So 
his teacher asked me to really work on the pmblem over the Chr-istmas vacat;ion. 

RED~~TED mm:ntained eonD-iDtent:ly that he (hdrz 't knm,J l,Jhy he wann 't behaving, /,Jhtle 
he proceeded to do things he had nevel' done before; carving deep pictures on 
furniture, 1vriting on walls, tearing up pictures - and no amount of discipline 
slo1,Jed hhn daum. 

We had a great day on Christmas, and finally, Christmas night, after the boys 
were tucked in, the two boys said their prayers, and as I started to leave the 
room, REDACTED's little voice carne out - "I hope God will forgive me for doing 
something terrible. 11 I went back and sat on the edge of the bed, asking him 
what he meant. He told me that he had dom'! BomPthing so terr1:ble he was 
afraid to teU me. I reassured him that he could teU me anything without 
being afraid. I took him out to the family room, sat him in my lap and asked 
for him to exp.lain to me what was bothering him so much. He became increasingly 
more upset as he related to me the details of what had happened to him tri'Z that 
retreat. I didn't want to believe him ... and yet, I knew by the way he was 
talking that he uJas letting go of a burden he had carried alone for a long 
time~ and that ·it was, indeed, the truth - and obviously still bothering him. 

The one thing he said that really hurt, because -it made me feel that he hadn't 
been able to trust anyone, even me, enough to tell what had happened earlier, 
was that he didn't tell us because, ''I kneuJ no one would believe me, because we 
aU love Father Roemer so much that you wouldn't believe he would do something 
so bad. And I d1:dn 't tell you because I know T 'm not too young to go to jail 
fol' something like th1:s. I thought if I ,just forgot about it, it would go 
away. It doesn't go away. No1,1 it's always ·in my head unless I'm talkinq. 
It's always there. What's wrong with me?" And u>hen he asked me what UX!s 
wrong with him, it l'eaUy shook me up, because I knezu that he had been sending 
out sigrw of need·ing help, and that I had reacted to his misbehav-ior with 
anger, frustration and resentment, and aU of the adult things u)e feel when 
someone doesn't act the 1uay we expect them to. I had let him d01Jn when he 
needed me the most. 

REDACTED • h · 1 k l L · t 1- h j d . • t -z_s mang trwrapy on a wee ,y )aDt-1~ no~<'. It i; oeen a arc cc-z.a1-on no-
to take this into court to have the church pay for' his therapy. After' aU, we 
didn't cause the problem; it's not fair for us w shoulder the financial burden 
of its repa-ir. Our innumrwe covers !!:lJ: bl!£_$.~[LO.[)J) for the first 30 weeks, 
then it stops. !lis counselor believes tha-t 1Je can accomplish all or nearly 
aU that is needed in th-is time frame. 7'h~_.I£r!_CI_ns:_}:<IL_?.YPP.Ortoff~red}?y our 

.;p_axi_sh_priest, f'r'. REDACTED , 1Jas zJitl~rywrz~qft;er..therapy had beg?&lh and 
fnat wasanothershock to the system. What has my church.been teaching me 
all these years? To tw->n its back on the innocent victims in favor of 
protecting someone who 1:s already in all of our m>auers? Our medical bills 
are now hioher than our food bi Us. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

And yet, REDACTED is OUY' GOYl~ and We luan~ f'ilil to have the best opporl;unities 
in life, and that 1:nclHdes good emotional health. I feel that a c1:vil 
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proceeding would increcwe the trauma for• h1:m - and, -in fact, foP our entir·e 
family. The cost of REDACTED's therapy has 1:ts own reward as we see him, even 
with his small improvements, gradually calming a little, l-istening when 
spoken to, and behaving less violently. I feel very fortunate that we have 
received such support from the District Attorrney'.s office, beca:use we most 
certainly haven't gotten it from our church. The people in the DistY'ict 
Attorney's office have acted consistently with such gentleness to REo~cTED, 
and conceY'n for the fam1: ly _, keeping us informed, pY'otecting us from the 
media insanity, that I have gained a great deal. of Y'espect fm' just u1hat 
the DistY'ict A ttoFney does for us. The compassion and suppoY't you would 
have expected to come from the parish Z.evel is coming fr•om the DA! 

For' myself_, the most difficult thing to accept in aU of this is not that 
Father Hoerner hew done something terY'ibZ.e. Each of us has done some th1:n(l 
terrible at one time or another. He needs help. To me, that is more than 
obvious. He's in our prayers right along with our OUJn son, o.Jho aZ.so needs 
heZ.p, and is getting it. We hope that Father is aZ.so getting heZ.p. I am 
also praying for my own ability to overcome the shock of the incident. It has 
Z.eft me with the feeling that I cannot protect my own children, and that is 
scary. REDACTE0 heads out for' school, four' blocks away, and I don't want him to 
go. I don't knOUJ who's out theY'e- maybe somebody we don't know, maybe somebody 
we think is a friend. I just pray that he'll come home each day without 
having had any more problems. God kno1Js he 's had enough. And right now, I 
feel. that we have, too. 

I hope you undeY'stand the motivation behind this letter. I have met you a few 
times through REDACTED and when you Confirmed my high school CCD clasH year' 
before last. As spiritual leader for us aU, your• complete knowledge is very 
va.lua}Jle. The only time any church member• has contacted me lJas to request 
that I not speak with the news media. _My_]tY.f[/2qn,tJ,_g._ryJ.L kd.1:e._ye that this does 

..!]_QJ, __ .:rfif~E:Q.t,yQ!Jr attitude;t_or the true meaning of the Catholic .. ,chur;ch.-- · r · 
pray for God's guidance for' you as you consider helping the families and 
victims with their' healing process, as we aU tr•y to find a new focus for' 
the family_, putting this episode behind us. God bless and guide you ... 

Sincerely, 

REDACTED 
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DeorREDACTED 

20th to Cardinal Manning. 

wh t eh you hove expressed. 

us. 

REDACTED 

March 24, 1981 

Thank you for your kind letter of March 

We appreciate and share the concerns 

Please keep a prayerful remembrance for 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely youn, 

REDACTED REDACTED 
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March 24, 1981 

Reverend REDACTED 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
3772 East Third Street 
Los Angeles. California 90063 

Dear Father REDACTED, 

His Eminence, Cardinal Manning, has asked that I 
respond W"ith his gratitude to your kind letter of March 19, 
concerning Father Roemer. 

• REDACTED Please extend our apprec1ation to your 
Father REDACTED for his concern and helpful 
suggestions. 

t-.li.th kindest best regards, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ. 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rawden 
Chancellor 

RCALA 007889 

5886 

CCI 002725 



RCALA 007890 

~~ 
a- REDACTED 
~ 

REDACTED 
/ 

~· Dear REDAC}~:~ch 24 t 1981 
~n-N;~ - t s d ~t .... t s ' ~.(.f.li:A-- \•Te me · ol\\.e un ay a.1. er r1ass a acrea. 

Heart church in Ve•tura. I am a member 
of Our Lady of Assumptioa but sometimes 
atteJ.:ad Mass at Sacred Heart, hoping ·t·o 
have not o~ly my hour with God but a 
mome~t or two with Fr. REDACTED 

I am se•ding to you a radio editorial I 
did oh a subject which has caused all of 
us so much a~guish -- si~ce it aired, I 
have been accused o:f bei~g 11 so:ft 11 Ol'i 

l<"r. H because I am Catholic aJlJ..d/ or 
because my son., REDACTED \vho lived 
in Tgousa•d Oaks is a :frie~d o:f Fr.R's. 
The reason I wrote and aired the «x edit­
N±xxxx±xDL~x is neither of those. The 
reasoll'l for it is that I join many Catholic 
in our concern that a yolillg priest is 
allo1.;ed to try to w·ork out lids problems 
with either "!fl.O help Or l'llillimal help. O~e 
of my sources tells me that th.e pastor 
at St. Paschal Baylon had beeu_ told 
ea:~:~lier kl&:pc by parents 1.,rho di.d J.'lOt go 
to the police of their son•s mol~statio•• 
I:f there was a:a i:nvestigatio:l!i it 't.ras 
:rtot i:nt~nsive ell.ough, ~cl Fr. R. remail;u":ld 
in a situatioll he could not ma:aage. 
I would be most interested iD hearing 
:f:::--o11I ·you" 
Tha:lltk you for your cor~sideration, 
God bless you durii;.g this time of 
horre:ndous travail, 
Sincerely, 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

al!ld 
this 
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March 25, 1981 

Dear Judge Shaw, 

These are my feelings about where I am now, and where I would hope to be 
in the future-.- I find it difficult to make this statement: maybe this is 
a symbol of my overall problem-- avoidance. I have not adequately faced 
some deep issues in my life and done something about them. 

Some time ago I realized that I had a sexual attraction to young boys and 
adolescents which was not normal. This really scared me, and I did confide 
my fears and described my problem to a priest-confidante in Santa Barbara. 
At first, I felt I was handling it well, but later when my attraction became 
too strong for me to suppress, and I actually did molest a child, I stopped 
facing the problem. Although I had feelings of guilt and disgust, I 
avoided doing anything specific about it. I am not sure why I didn't, 
except that I felt very fearful and embarassed, and maybe felt that I would 
be removed from parish work, which was my whole life. I know now what a 
disaster this was, my avoidance, my not taking appropriate measures to 
definitely correct this problem. 

When I was called into the sheriff's office on January 26, I knew it was 
over in the sense that I was forced to clearly confront this problem and ~o 
something about it. As I look back on my confession and those incidents, 
I very deeply regret any harm my·actions caused to those children. I know 
that I have a real talent and gtft for working with children, and I do deeply 
care about them. But I also feel very badly that I took advantage of their 
trust and love for me and that this could cause serious harm to them. I 
worry a lot about this now, and I am truly sorry! 

I still have a deep concern for children and their welfare. I also have a 
clear understanding that as long as my present problem continues, I should not 
be in a position to work with children. I am completely open to this reality. 

Some people have stated that they thought most of my parish involvement was 
with children. This is not true. I did a great deal of work with adults -
their education, needs, concerns and problems. I can see now that working 
with adults could be the thrust for my future ministry. I am totally open 
to anything the court and church decides in this regard. 

Most of all, I-am open to the personal re-evaluation and rehabilitation I 
must go through in my psychological counseling. Once all the court pro­
ceedings and sentencing are completed, I still am left with myself. 
Therefore, the most difficult and painful part has already begun, facing 
my personal problems and doing something about them. Since January 26th, I 
have seen a psychologist twice a week. I feel I am growing, and can grow, and 
must grow into a more integrated and authentic person with this continuing 
help. This is the most painful and challenging part: to no longer avoid 
major issues in my life that affect myself and others, but to face t~em 
and deal with them. This is my present and future home! 

Donald Patrick Roemer 
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·Earlier ~nol~st coin plaint 
was filed ~gainst priest 

By FAYE FIORE 

She was up until 1 a.m today, concerned 
about tbe tone of the letters In the newspa­
per. 

She's read the comments from faithful 
supporters who cannot fathom the idea that 
Father Donald Patrick Roemer was 
arrested for charges of child molesting. 

But ·she views. the case from a different 
perspective. Her son, she says,· was also 
molested by the 36-year-old St. Paschal 
Baylon priest. 

The. young Newbury Park woman con­
tacted the News Chronicle late this morning 
to say that her family filed a complaint with 

. ,.,.;; the Ventura County Sheriff's Department 
:: :.{:\:::::\:;:::;:;:::;; last December after their son, then 6 years 
:;}:<~<~:<\~~~;:; old, · was allegedly sexually molested by 
;i;tl~i~~~f.(*c~~~V~~ Roemer.. . . . . . 
:;.;:;,:,~::.:~:::,~·:,::::~:( .Authontles conflfiOed today that such a 

· · complaint was filed with them In December. 
. ' What most disturbs the young woman, 

who insisted she not be identified, is that the 
clergyman's supporters have blindly 
refused to accept the possibility that a man 
she says she, too, respects is less than 
perfect. · . . · 

"The input I wanted to give," she said in 
a slow, even voice, "is that this is a man I 
can't even be angry with. I see him as belrig 
very sick and in need of help, but he also 
gives so much help. · 

"He has done so much good, and one bad 
thing doesn't cancel all of that." · 

Supporters who insist ·upon Roemer's 
innocence in fervent letters to the News 
Chronicle are placing an unfair bilrden upon · 
his shoulders py refusing to accept that he 
is capable of a hwnan flaw, the woman 
said. The community response so disturbed 
her, she said, that she decided to call the 
newspaper. 

"People who are writing these letters are 
making it sound like he has to be innocent 
because if he isn't, he's no good," she said. 
"He knows they have a false confidence in 
him to be perfect· and they are not giving 
him any slack at all." 

This morning, Roemer pleaded not guilty 
to a child molesting charge during an 

. ' .. . ; ~ .. 

·.:;.'"·Jlo··· .• 

arraignment in Ventura Municipal Court. 
The newspaper and sheriff's department 

have both been the target of criticism by 
local parishioners with imwflivering·_confi- . 
dence in his innocence. They have cha~tised · · 
the media for publishing the report of his , 
arrest. · 

The woman said she and her husband : 
contacted the Child ,4.buse, Neglect and · 
Protection Clinic in Ventura after the inci­
dent, the details of which she was careful.' 
not to discuss to avoid jeopardizing the · . 
court case. . .· . ' 

The clinic reportedly told her that a child · 
of 6 or 7 years of age does riot have the · 
creative capacity to invent the detailed.· 
sexual encounter described. 

Vocal critics have alleged that the child : 
manufactured the story and that many of. 
the men involved in the church· are now 
apprehensive about ~orking with children. 

"I know the charges are true," she said. 
"I don't know if there is a third or a fourth 
victim, but I know that, other than my 
husband, there is no man whom I . would 
hate more to hear this about."· 

Since the incident, the mother said, her 
child's grades have fallen in school and he 
is unable to concentrate. 

On his last report card before the inci­
dent, the youth received the equivalent of 22 
out of 26 A's. This time, she says, ·.his 
teacher called to warn her that he is 
receivmg mostly C's and D's and is having 
particular problems in behavior. · 

·The family is not a member of St. Pas- · 
chal's parish· ~nd) the alleged encounter . 

· occurred !A,a •. setting outside of the parish, 
she explafu~ Whim their child described 
the incideQt· to· them, the wo1han iald they · 
sought adyice. from St. Paschal's co-admin-
istrator, Fa~~r Colin O'Ryan. . · 
. Church Q~ijcials, she ~as told, were · 
mstructed ~~. speak with Roemer about the 
problem. ·· · · 

In. respo~l!e. to bitter cornpiaints that the 
shenff's dell{\rtment hastily arrested the 
clergyman on the "word ·QJ a: 7-year-old," 

. the woman nojnted out that the investigation 
was already proceeding last December. 

':.; 
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REDACTED 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Cardinal Manning 

FROM: REDACTED 

DATE: April 1 , 1981 

RE: The attached 

I would have preferred a brief note of understanding 
support somewhat along the following lines: 

DearREDACTED 

"The Cardinal has asked me to respond to your kind 
letter. By all means we perfectly understand the financial burdens which 
have beset you in these difficult days. 

We are attaching a check for $500.00. This hopefully 
will assist you in paying for your matemity costs which are surely exorbitant. 

Your genuine concern for the Church, its ministers and its 
people is deeply appreciated. We shall indeed keep a prayerful remembrance 
for you." 

I have indicated in my letter a check for $500.00 since this 
steers away from the precise figure of $380.00 requested for compensation. 

One other disadvantage is that REDACTED letter introduces 
the idea of a contest between two parties and your obligation to support the 
priests. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED REDACTED 
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• 
Rev. Donald P. Roemer 

St. Mary's Seminary 
1964 Los Conoos Rood 
Santo Barbaro 9 3105 

(April 1981) 

Phone: 1-805) 966-4829 
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1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015 

Father Patrick RQemer 
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April 3, 1981 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

The Cardinal has asked me to respond to 
your kind letter. By all means we perfectly understand the financial 
burdens which have beset you in these d(fficult days. 

We are attaching o check for $500.00. This 
hopefully will assist you in paying for your maternity costs which are 
surely exorbitant. 

Your genuine concern for the Church, its 
ministers and its people is deeply appreciated. We shall Indeed keep 
a prayerful remembrance for you. 

Sincerely yours, 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Enclosure 
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His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Manning 
Chancery Office 
1531 West 9th Street 
Los Angeles, Ca. 

Dear Cardinal Manning: 

April 3, 1981 

I am a responsible Catholic family father who has lived 
in the Thousand Oaks area for nearly 20 years. I presently at­
tend St. Julies' Billiart church in Newbury Park. I have alsways 
held our priests and religious in the highest esteem. 

The recent disclosures in the press and on television con­
cerning Father Patrick Roemer of St. Paschal Baylen's of Thousand 
Oaks has prompted this letter. I have known Father Roemer casually 
for years, and have always thought highly of him. 

I and the faithful have prayed that the molatation charges 
brought against him were not true. Unfortuneately, it appears that 
they were. Enclosed is the latest of a series of articles that have 
dealt harshly with his situation. This problem can't be corrected 
since what is done-is done. But what will occur in the future is some­
thing we must all be concerned with. 

The following is submitted for your kind consideration: 

a. The church should provide support and counseling for the 
children involved in these incidents. The parents of these 
children should also be counseled. Letters of apology should 
include these offers of help. 

b. Stringent procedures and disclosure requirements of any 
abnormal behavior patterns of Clergy and the religious should 

RCALA 007906 

be established. Voluntary help by those in need should be stresssed. 

c. Immediate substantial professional counseling should be man­
dated for those suffering problems.(This situation may have been 
avoided if advantage was taken of the Catholic psychiatrists 
in this area). 

d. Reassignment of religious to less sensitive jobs until per­
manent correction of any problem can be established. 

These suggestions are m~t to be constructive, and I am sure you 
feel as deeply hurt by this incident. We all prayer that Father 
Roemer is not j•tdged to harshly, and that future occurences are elim­
inated. 

Yours, faithfully, 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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April 9. 1981 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

His Eminence, Cardinal Nanning, has asked that 
I respond to p&ur letter of April 3. 1981. 

Please be assured that your observations were 
wAll received. 

REDACTED 

With kindest best regards. I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Ra~u.len 

Chancellor 
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.:Et. fPa1-C!haL !Baylon Cfz.u,wh 
155 Ca../; :Ja.nH cf?oa.d. 

fJf'wu>.a.nd Dak>., Califo'f-nia 913 60 · 

April IO, I98I 

Reverend M::msignor Benjamin G. Hawkes 
I53I West NINIH STreet 
IDs Angeles, Cal. 90015 

Dear M::msignor Hawkes: 

In a telephone conversation earlier this week 
you asked :rre to put sare things in writing. 

The first na.tter concerns tfie paym:mt of salary 
to Fr Pat Poarer. I have been paying his salary while he 1 s been on 
sick leave, and I will pay his salary for April. You said you ~uld 
pick up the _payments a~t. · 
---- · The second concerns the parish car Fr Pat has 
been drivinq. REDACTED has approved the appointment of the 
Rev. REDACTED as Associate here at St. Paschal 1 s as of April 28 
I98I. On June I4, Fr REDACTED will go elsEWhere, at which tirre I hope to 
have a replacement. At least, the Placement Board say I nay expect this. 
It is for this reason that I requested Fr. Pat to attempt to find 
other transportation as of that date .. 

Allow :rre to thank you for your kindness to Pat. 
The guy needs all the support we can give him as this stage. And he 
deserves it, for there was scarcely a better priest than he. 

Yours sincerely in ~ist 
REDACTED 

Rev .REDACTED v 
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~I REDACTED 

May 2, 1981 

His Eminence Cardinal Timothy Manning 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 · 

Dear Cardinal Manning: 

/· / i' 

I am the father of two children. We are parishioners of 
St. Paschal Baylon Catholic Church in Thousand Oaks where my 
son attends CCD training. The REDACTED family are good friends 
of ours and came to me for help wu~u ~..heir two boys were 
victimized by Father Patrick Roemer. I also worked with the 

REDACTED family whose son was also a victim. 

Your Eminence, the purpose of this letter is to request 
a meeting with you within the next 10 days. If we can have 
some direct and open communication between us, perhaps we can 
work together to help the families and the victims of this 
terrible tragedy. To my personal knowledge, none of these 
families seek civil action against the church. Our mutual and 
sincere interest is to help prevent or minimize the chances of 
this tragedy from being repeated. 

This terrible nightmare occurred and we cannot ignore it. 
Sex crimes against children have gone unreported too long and 
have left the children carrying the scars for a lifetime. 
These crimes occurred on church property or church sponsored 
activity and were committed by an employee and member of the 
church's staff. You must agree that the responsibility for 
the safety and protection of all our children 1s at stake and 
must be cons1dered the most 1mportant pr1or1ty. 

We have been disturbed by the handling of this case: 

1. Father Colm O'Ryan was informed of the activity of Father 
Roemer but due to his lack of understanding of the pro­
blem failed to take appropriate action. 

2. The church immediately assigned REDACTED a civil 
attorney employed by the archdiocese, to defend these 
criminal actions, 

a. This attorney attempted to intimidate the families by 
talking about having cameras in the courtroom and 
printing the names of the victims, 
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Cardinal Timothy Manning -2- May 2, 1981 

b. He compounded the hardships of the victims by handing 
out a list of names to other victims' families. This 
showed little ethics and concern for the families 
involved. 

c. REDACTED called the REDACTED and demanded to talk 
to the children when .legally he was not entitled to 
do so. 

3. There was no cooperation between the archdiocese or Father 
O'Ryan and the law enforcement agencies investigating this 
case. 

4. Father O'Ryan called the victims and requested that they 
write a letter to keep Father Roemer from going to prison. 
His attitute seemed to be -- What can we do for Father 
Roemer, not -- What can we do for the children. 

5. Not once did the church (local or diocese) call any of the 
victims and offer spiritual support, family counseling, or 
monita:ty aid for psychological help needed for the children. 

Where is the compassion for the innocent victims? Is there 
a total disregard for the plight of these children? Some of the 
families involved have left the church or moved to other parishes. 
Three of the children have become almost agnostic. 

There was criminal sophistication in Father Roemer's actions. 
He used his talent working with these children and violated their 
trust and friendships. Father Roemer is a man who admits to 
having tremendous psychological, emotional and spiritual train­
ing. With his knowledge and background, he should have removed 
himself from the temptation of committing these sex offenses. 
The crimes did not happen by chance. Each time Father Roemer 
called a victim into the teacher's lounge, he showed intent and 
he used.that opportunity to accost the child alone and get him 
in a compromising situation. A child is not capable of giving 
consent, and all responsibility for the acts committed lie with 
the abusing adult. We, therefore, question the value of placing 
Father Roemer in the House of Affirmation in San Francisco for 
therapy. 

Your Eminence, it's normal to want to bury this incident, 
but that won't protect our children. We must learn to recognize 
and confront the problem of sexual child abuse. We must accept 
ou.t burden of responsibility to initiate change and to adopt 
preventive measures to keep this from reoccurring. 
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Cardinal Timothy Manning -3- May 2, 1981 

We must bear in mind that the churches' utmost responsibility 
is for the safety and welfare of the children entrusted to it by 
its parishioners. That crimes against children have no equal and 
cannot be tolerated. Had it not been for the bad publicity and 
exposure, would Father Roemer been transferred to another location 
and continue to offend? As long as he is a member of the church, 
it is the churches' responsibility to see that anyone quilty of 
these crimes is not placed in a position which chances the repeat 
of these offenses. 

The Catholic Church can use this tragedy to educate its staff 
on the subject. Guidelines should be given to all pastors on how 
to handle this sensitive problem. Siminaries and schools can be 
given specific instruction on the consequences of criminal actions 
committed by a clergy. A priest found guilty of inappropriate 
conduct cannot be shielded by his Roman collar from criminal 
prosecution. The nature of this crime demands immediate removal 
of the duties and activities that place the accused in contact 
with children .. 

I have enclosed a copy of the Statement of Facts in this case 
for your review. Also enclosed are: 

1. A copy of Child Molestation: The Problem and a Proposed 
Solution written by the District Attorney of Ventura County 

2. Articles written by Dr. Roland Summit and Carolyn Swift, 
both considered experts in the field of child molestation. 
These articles may shed some light as to the lifetime trauma 
the victims experience as a result of these crimes. 

We urge your personal attention to the-details of this case 
and hope to meet with you at your convenience soon. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

REDACTED 

(home phone REDACTED 
(message-secretary 1 REQ~'2JE.D 
GorREDACTED 
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REDACTED 

May 2, 1981 

His Eminence Cardinal Timothy Manning 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Cardinal Hanning: 

I am the father of two children. We are parishioners of 
St. Paschal Baylon Catholic Church in Thousand Oaks where my 
son attends CCD training. The REDACTED family are good friends 
of ours and came to me for help when their two boys were 
victimized by Father Patrick Roemer. I also worked with the 

REDACTED family whose son was also a victim. 

Your Eminence, the purpose of this letter is to request 
a meeting with you within the next 10 days. If wecan have 
some direct and open communication between us, perhaps we can 
work together to help the families and the victims of this 
terrible tragedy. To my personal knowledge, none of these 
families seek civil action against the church. Our mutual and 
sincere interest is to help prevent or minimize the chances of 
this tragedy from being repeated. 

This terrible nightmare occurred and we cannot ignore it. 
Sex crimes against children have gone unreported too long and 
have left the children carrying the scars for a lifetime. 
These crimes occurred on church property or church sponsored 
activity and were committed by an employee and member of the 
church's staff. You must agree that the responsibility for 
the safety and protection of all our children is at stake and 
must be cons1dered the most important priority. 

1. 

We have been disturbed by the handling of this case: 

Father Colm O'Ryan was informed of the activity of Father 
Roemer but due to his lack of understanding of the pro­
blem failed to take appropriate action. 

2. The church immediately assigned REDACTED a civil 
attorney employed by thP ~rrh~inrP~P- to defend these 
criminal actions, ~-.REDACTED .c::-:.o.c~~ 
c~ ~~..,?!.-£-e........_._._, . ; 
a. Th1s attorney attempted to intimidate the families by 

talking about having cameras in the courtroom and 
printing the names of the victims, 
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Cardinal Timothy Manning -2- May 2, 1981 

3. 

b. He compounded the hardships of the victims by handing 
out a list of names to other victims' families. This 
showed little ethics and concern for the families 
involved. 

c. REDACTED called the REDACTED and demanded to talk 
to the children when legally he was not entitled to 
do so. 

There was no cooperation between the archdiocese or Father 
O'Ryan and the law enforcement agencies investigating this 
case. 

4. Father O'Ryan called the victims and requested that they 
write a letter to keep Father Roemer from going to prison. 
His attitute seemed to be -- What can we do for Father 
Roemer, not -- What can we do for the children. 

5. Not once did the church (local or diocese) call any of the 
victims and offer spiritual support, family counseling, or 
monitary aid for psychological help needed for the children. 

Where is the compassion for the innocent victims? Is there 
a total disregard for the plight of these children? Some of the 
families involved have left the church or moved to other parishes. 
Three of the children have become almost agnostic. 

There was criminal sophistication in Father Roemer's actions. 
He used his talent working with these children and violated their 
trust and friendships. Father Roemer is a man who admits to 
having tremendous psychological, emotional and spiritual train­
ing. With his knowledge and background, he should have removed 
himself from the temptation of committing these sex offenses. 
The crimes did not happen by chance. Each time Father Roemer 
called a victim into the teacher's lounge, he showed intent and 
he used that opportunity to accost the child alone and get him 
in a compromising situation. A child is not capable of giving 
consent, and all responsibility for the acts committed lie with 
the abusing adult. We, therefore, question the value of placing 
Father Roemer in the House of Affirmation in San Francisco for 
therapy. 

Your Eminence, it's normal to want to bury this incident, 
but that won't protect our children. We must learntorecognize 
and confront the problem of sexual child abuse. We must accept 
our burden of responsibility to initiate change and to adopt 
preventive measures to keep this from reoccurring. 
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Cardinal Timothy Manning -3- May 2, 1981 

We must bear in mind that the churches' utmost responsibility 
is for the safety and welfare of the children entrusted to it by 
its parishioners. That crimes against children have no equal and 
cannot be tolerated. Had it not been for the bad publicity and 
exposure, would Father Roemer been transferred to another location 
and continue to offend? As long as he is a member of the church, 
it is the churches' responsibility to see that anyone quilty of 
these crimes is not placed in a position which chances the repeat 
of these offenses. 

The Catholic Church can use this tragedy to educate its staff 
on the subject. Guidelines should be given to all pastors on how 
to handle this sensitive problem. Sirninaries and schools can be 
given specific instruction on the consequences of criminal actions 
committed by a clergy. A priest found guilty of inappropriate 
conduct cannot be shielded by his Roman collar from criminal 
prosecution. The nature of this crime demands immediate removal 
of the duties and activities that place the accused in contact 
with children. 

I have enclosed a copy of the Statement of Facts in this case 
for your review. Also enclosed are: 

1. A copy of Child Molestation: The Problem and a Proposed 
Solution written by the District Attorney of Ventura County 

2. Articles written by Dr. Roland Summit and Carolyn Swift, 
both considered experts in the field of child molestation. 
These articles may shed some light as to the lifetime trauma 
the victims experience as a result of these crimes. 

We urge your personal attention to the details of this case 
and hope to meet with you at your convenience soon. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
(horne phone REDACTED 
(message-secretary, REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

May 2, 1981 

His Eminence Cardinal Timothy Manning 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Cardinal Manning: 

I am the father of two children. We are parishioners of 
St. Paschal Baylon Catholic Church in Thousand Oaks where my 
son attends CCD training. TheREDACTED family are good friends 
of ours and came to me for help when their two boys were 
victimized by Father Patrick Roemer. I also worked with the 

REDACTED family whose son was also a victim. 

Your Eminence, the purpose of this letter is to request 
a meeting with you within the next 10 days. If we can have 
some direct and open communication between us, perhaps we can 
work together to help the families and the victims of this 
terrible tragedy. To my personal knowledge, none of these 
families seek civil action against the church. Our mutual and 
sincere interest is to help prevent or minimize the chances of 
this tragedy from being repeated. 

This terrible nightmare occurred and we cannot ignore it. 
Sex crimes against children have gone unreported too long and 
have left the children carrying the scars for a lifetime. 
These crimes occurred on church property or church sponsored 
activity and were committed by an employee and member of the 
church's staff. You must agree that the responsibility for 
the safety and protection of all our children ~s at stake and 
must be considered the most important priority. 

We have been disturbed by the handling of this case: 
. 

l. Father Calm O'Ryan was informed of the activity of Father 
Roemer but due to his lack of understanding of the pro­
blem failed to take appropriate action. 

2. The church immediately assigned REDACTED a civil 
attorney employed by the archdiocese, to defend these 
criminal actions, 

a. This attorney attempted to intimidate the families by 
talking about having cameras in the courtroom and 
printing the names of the victims, 
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b. He compounded the hardships of the victims by handing 
out a list of names to other victims' families. This 
showed little ethics and concern for the families 
involved. 

c. Mr. REDACTED called the REDACTED and demanded to talk 
to the children when legally he was not entitled to 
do so. 

3. There was no cooperation between the archdiocese or Father 
O'Ryan and the law enforcement agencies investigating this 
case. 

4. Father O'Ryan called the victims and requested that they 
write a letter to keep Father Roemer from going to prison. 
His attitute seemed to be -- What can we do for Father 
Roemer, not -- What can we do for the children. 

5. Not once did the church (local or diocese} call any of the 
victims and offer spiritual support, family counseling, or 
monitary aid for psychological help needed for the children. 

Where is the compassion for the innocent victims? Is there 
a total disregard for the plight of these children? Some of the 
families involved have left the church or moved to other parishes. 
Three of the children have become almost agnostic. 

There was criminal sophistication in Father Roemer's actions. 
He used his talent working with these children and violated their 
trust and friendships. Father Roemer is a man who admits to 
having tremendous psychological, emotional and spiritual train­
ing. With his knowledge and background, he should have removed 
himself from the temptation of committing these sex offenses. 
The crimes did not happen by chance. Each time Father Roemer 
called a victim into the teacher's lounge, he showed intent and 
he used that opportunity to accost the child alone and get him 
in a compromising situation. A child is not capable of giving 
consent, and all responsibility for the acts committed lie with 
the abusing adult. We, therefore, question the value of placing 
Father Roemer in the House of Affirmation in San Francisco for 
therapy. 

Your Eminence, it's normal to want to bury this incident, 
but that won't protect our children. We must learn to recognize 
and confront the problem of sexual child abuse. We must accept 
ou.r burden of responsibility to initiate change and to adopt 
preventive measures to keep this from reoccurring. 
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We must bear in mind that the churches' utmost responsibility 
is for the safety and welfare of the children entrusted to it by 
its parishioners. That crimes against children have no equal and 
cannot be tolerated. Had it not been for the bad publicity and 
exposure, would Father Roemer been transferred to another location 
and continue to offend? As long as he is a member of the church, 
it is the churches' responsibility to see that anyone quilty of 
these crimes is not placed in a position which chances the repeat 
of these offenses. 

The Catholic Church can use this tragedy to educate its staff 
on the subject. Guidelines should be given to all pastors on how 
to handle this sensitive problem. Siminaries and schools can be 
given specific instruction on the consequences of criminal actions 
committed by a clergy. A priest found guilty of inappropriate 
conduct cannot be shielded by his Roman collar from criminal 
prosecution. The nature of this crime demands immediate removal 
of the duties and activities that place the accused in contact 
with children. 

I have enclosed a copy of the Statement of Facts in this case 
for your review. Also enclosed are: 

1. A copy of Child Molestation: The Problem and a Proposed 
Solution written by the District Attorney of Ventura County 

2. Articles written by Dr. Roland Summit and Carolyn swift, 
both considered experts in the field of child molestation. 
These articles may shed some light as to the lifetime trauma 
the victims experience as a result of these crimes. 

We urge your personal attention to the details of this case 
and hope to meet with you at your convenience soon. 

Sincerely, 

REDACTED -
(home phone REDACTED 
(message-secretary, REDACTED 
REDACTED _) 

Enclosures 
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REDACTED 

HOUSE OF AFFIRMATION, INC. 
International Therapeutic Center for Clergy and Religious 

). 

PERTINENT INFORMATION AND DONATION SCHEDULE 

The House of Affirmation presents a total 
psychotheological program in which all 
psychotherapists are competent in the 
psychological sciences and have a deep 
understanding of the religious and priestly 
life. 

Our Whitinsville residential center is 
approximately forty miles from Boston and 
twenty-eight miles from ~rovidence, Rhode 
Island. Our California residential center 
is at Montara, California, which is located 
about fifteen miles south of San Francisco 
on the ocean side of the peninsula. Our 
Missouri residential center is located at 
Webster Groves, an immediate suburb of 
St. Louis. 

DONATION SCHEDULE 

The following information pertains to our 
donation schedule and residential program. 
The requested donation of $87.00 per diem 
reflects the following services rendered: 
private room and board, ancillary therapies, 
nursing services, bibliotherapy, psycho­
theology and spirituality programs; individual 
psychotherapy sessions usually held twice a 
week; group psychotherapy sessions held four 
times a week in the form of Psychodrama, Inter­
Communication Lab, and Group Therapy: and 
Group Art Therapy Sessions. 

In addition there is, on occasion, a requested 
donation of $35.00 for each psychiatric con­
sultation, $25.00 for each medical consultation, 
and $10.00 per week for art therapy supplies. 
Outside medical referrals, laboratory services 
and pharmacy charges are additional. 

Billing is entered at a flat rate of $87.00 
per diem. 
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Please note that we are not a hospital but a Residential 
Center for religious professionals. We do not submit 
claims to Blue Cross or to any other insurance company. 
However, it has been our experience to have some 
communities/dioceses obtain a partial refund of the money 
paid House of Affirmation. Should your particular contract 
allow for reimbursement of payments made, we will assist 
you in completing your forms. 

The donations requested are approximately one-half to 
two-thirds below the current marketable set rate for 
similar services. t-'Je at the House of Affirmation believe 
that we cannot charge the usual professional fee because 
the priests and Religious we serve do not have the same 
kind of financial income that other people have. 

It continues to be our policy not to refuse .assistance 
to anyone who is unable to meet our requested donations. 
Requests for assistance should be submitted accordingly. 
However, it must be noted that our scholarship funds are 
limited. 

PSYCHOTHEOLOGICAL EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 

The client comes to the House of Affirmation for three 
days during which time he or she undergoes complete psy­
chological testing and interviews. This program does 
allow for a more personal and complete evaluation of the 
client's problematic and also offers the client an oppor­
tunity to meet the Clinical Staff and personally assess 
the program offered here. A complete report along with 
the recommendations of the Clinical Staff is then for­
warded to the assigned ecclesial leader as authorized by 
the client. Should the Clinical Staff be of the opinion 
that the client would indeed benefit from a period of 
residency at the House of Affirmation, the client is then 
given priority on our waiting list. The donation for the 
Psychotheological Evaluation and Assessment Program 
(including room and board) is $500.00, and arrangements 
for same may be made with our nurse, Mrs. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Chauffeur services available at a minimum cost. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

REDACTED 

MEMORANDUM 

REDACTED 

FATHER DONALD P. ROEMER 

7 MAY 1981 

On ~.ay 5th Bishop Moreno asked that I speak to Dr. REDACTED 
. REDACTED 

regardi.ng Father Pat Roemer. Dr. informed me that more than likely 

Father Roemer would have to undergo a ninty day Psychiatric Evaluation in 

an institution, He asked if I could fiossibly find a Catholic Psychiatric 

Hospital 7 Othe1!"Y7ise the state n1ight commit him to Atascadero. 

Through the assistance of the Sisters of St. Vinc£~nt I ¥-as put in touch 

\71th a Dr. REDACTED at DePaul CoJr.11'_unity 

Ree.lth Center • St. Vincent's Division, 12303 DePaul DIHve • Bridgton, Mo. 

63044. 

REDACTED 

Dr. said that they would be happy to take Father Roemer for the 90 

da~s ahd c~y~d place him in a congenial atmosphere. 

REDACTED 
Dr. is also licenced to practice in California. 

REDACTED REDACTED 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

Your Eminence: 

MEMORANDUM 

CARDINAL MANNING 

MONSIGNOR RAWDEN 

FATHER DONALD P. ROEMER 

7 MAY 1981 

On May 5th !REDACTED asked that I speak to Dr .REDACTE~ 

regarding Father Pat Roemer. Dr. REDACTED informed me that more than likely 

Father Roemer would have to undergo a ninty day Psychiatric Evaluation in 

an institution. He asked if I could possibly find a Catholic Psychiatric 

Hospital ? Otherwise the state might commit him to Atascadero. 

Through the assistance of the Sisters of St. Vincent I was put in touch 

with a Dr. REDACTED at DePaul Community 

Health Center, St. Vincent's Division, 12303 DePaul Drive, Bridgton, Mo. 

63044. 

Dr. REDACTED said that they would be happy to take Father Roemer for the 90 

days and could place him in a congenial atmosphere. 

Dr. REDACTED is also licenced to practice in California. 
Dr. REDACTED has been made aware of the above. 
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HOUSE OF AFFIRMATION, INC. 
International Therapeutic Center for Clergy and Religious 

8 May 1981 

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 

REDACTED 

456 Hill Street 
Whitinsville, Massachusetts 01588 
617/234-6266 

REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

REDACTED 

His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Manning, D. D. , J. C . D. 
1531 v.J. 9th Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

RE: Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer 

Your Eminence: 

'Ibis letter is to infonn you that Reverend 
Donald Patrick Roemer participated in our three 
day psychotheological assessment program May 3 to 
May 6, 1981. 'Ihese results have been comnunicated 
to him by rre personally. A clinical report will 
follow shortly. Father Roemer will receive copies of 
these letters. 

REDACTED 

At this point we would normally put him on a 
waiting list for residency which could take anywhere 
from three to six months before we would have an 
opening. However, due to the nature of his legal 
problems we are offering an immediate opening when and 
if the courts will allow him to come to us. 

I am enclosing some information concerning our 
program, its cost, etc. which will be helpful to you. 
We do require a written statement from you informing 
us that you are supportive of the client's decision and 
are willing to assume full responsibility for all expenses 
incurred throughout the client's stay at the House of 
Affinnation. Please send that statement to our Central 
Administration in Massachusetts to REDACTED 

RCALA 007931 

REDACTED 120 Hill Street, Whitinsville, Massachusetts- 01588: 
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His Bn:inence Timothy Cardinal Manning, D.D., J.C.D. 
8 May 1981 
Page 2 

RE: Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer 

Please do not hesitate to contact our Central Administration 
Should you desire further information. Meanwhile please keep us in 
your prayers as you are in ours . 

REDACTED 

In The I.Drd' s Care, 
REDACTED 

cc: Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer 
Enclosure 
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~.,..,:.. ,,. . ; 

~s mentally v 11 
Earlier mol:';! ~~'JriJii'J~~, 

::iisordered s,9.g' 
was filed against pr;iest 

By ~'AYE FIORE 

She was up pntil I a.m today, concerned 
ay GAll.. {iR\)SS . . about tile tone of the letters In the newspa-

~Y.~r"• ~tall wn~·r· ~be's read the comments from faithful 
~ .. e Rev.l)onald Patrick· Roemer, who admit- supporters who cannot fathom the Idea that 
_.,. Father Donald Patrick fl,oemer was 
~ to molesting young boys at his 'l'housund arrested for charges of child molesting. 
~ks parish·, Friday was declared a mentally dis- But she views the case from a different 
w:dered sex offender needing confinement in a perspective. Her son, she says, was also 
~nUll hospital. molested by the 36-year-old St, Paschal 
::Judge Jlobert L. Shaw of Ventura County Su- Baylon priest. 
W!or COurt l!llld he ''probably would. be in- Tbe young Newbury Park WOII\lln con. 
t;.l.lned" to commit the Catholic priest t9 Atascad- !acted the News Chronicle late this morning 
twO St.ate HOl!Pital, ·but he Indicated he woulct to say that her family fUed a complaint with 
Clinalder ~~ending Roerner to a private facility. the Ventura County Sheriff's Department 
._. . last December after their son, then 8 years 
*Roemer, 3'7, pleaded no con\C&L- treated the old, was allegedly sexually molested by 
liimll WilY all a gullty ple.a in criminal proceed- Roemer. 
ltlgs- .to three of eight felony counts involving Authorities confirmed today that such a 
tJ:IIl molest.<ltlon of boys aged 7. 10 and 10. 'rh(1y complaint was fUed with them In December. 
~re allllJ.embers of St. Paschal Buy Jon Cu tho lie What IIIOllt disturbs the young woman. 
Ohutcl) In Thousand Oakij, where Rocm<lr head- whu lruiillled she not be Identified, Is that the 
lll1'Ule.yputh program. · · clergym~n'• supporterP. have blindly 
?J.'he prosecution agreed to drop the rcmaimng refWied to accept the possibility that a man 

eounts at the tim!! of sentencing. . sbe says she, too, respects Is less than 
... perfect. 
"Deputy Oi$trlct ~ttorney Josepl\ E. Taylor "Tbe Input 1 wanted to give," she 181d In 

al!ll:ed Ul~judge to find Roemer a me11tallY disor- a lllow, even voice, "is tbl!t thla Is a man I 
~ JI!IJ off!ln<ler, but )le urged·a jail sentence · can't even be angry with. I 11ee hl!n 11'1 being 
fpr. ij\e p,rlcst. citing what he labeled tlw enormi'. very sick and in need of help, but he abo 
ty of hi& Crime!! and the ineffectiveness of a vail- gives so mucb help. 
able treatment, .. · • · "He has done so much good, and one bad 

Sh · 'd h · ld , h h 'tal M 29 thing doesn't cancel aU of that." 
. aw 88! . ewou name t e osp1 . ay Supporters wbo Insist upon Roemer' a 
m order .to ,gwe Dr .. Villham C. Keatmg Jr., coun- innocence 1n fervent letters to the Ne1r11 
ty mental health director. more time to explore Chronicle are placing an unfair burden upon 
alternatives to Atascadero.· · his shoulders by refusing to accept that be 

Keating recdmmended sending Roemer. to the , Is . capable of a human flaw, the woman 
De Paul Mental Health Complex in Bridgeton. . said. The ~unity response so disturbed 
Mo .. Recommended by the Archdiocese of Los her, she sa1d, that she del:1ded 14 call tho 
An 1 th f n · · ed · d I' newspallflr ge. es, . e ac11 y IS expertenc . m ea mg "People ~bo are writing thes,e lettera -re 
with troubled pr1ests. he sa1d. making It sound like he has to be innocent 

Shaw agreed with three court-appointed psy- because if be isn't, he's no goodt she said. 
chiatrists that Roemer jWOUld benefit from treat- "He knows they have a faLse confidence in 
ll)ent. He also concurreq, with two of those doc- him to !>e perfect and theY are not giving 
t~p. aa well as attorneys for both prosecution him any slack at all." 
an~ d!fense, .that. the ptjest is ment,ally disor- This morning, Roemer pleacled not giiUty 
dered and poses a danger to society. w a child molesting charge during an 
-Dr. Donald Patterson of Santa Barbara gave I 

the court a· favorable prognosis for Roemer's 1 
clll'e in· biB written evaluation. 

,:Shaw agreed with Patteron that Roemer is a 
uiilntally disorderert sex offender. adding, "He is 
amenable_ to care and treatment if anyone is. He 
h'-,s never used foroe or violence Qn any of hi~ 
vJCtims/' ,. . · 

::ROemer faces a maJ~:imum confinement of 10\f.l 
yeara ... 

. 'J'aylor said ·the priest molested at least 16 
young parishioners between last May and Janu­
llllY .l981. Jl,oemer confCIIlle4 to the crimes. 

:!j3ut Taylor. in arguil)i for reinstitutlon of I 
ccunlnal prQCeedlngs, said }1.oemer had used his 
PQiltion of .trust for his own sexual gratification 
fdr·U_yeare-beforebeing.caught. 

arraignment in Ventur~ Mwiic~l Court. 
The ·newspaper and 'sheriff'!! \lepartlnent 

ba ve both been the target of .critic~ by 
local parishioners with unwaivering confi­
dence in his innocence: TheY N!ve chllat.iled 
the media lor publWling the reilort Ill 1111 
arrest. ' · · 

The woman said she and her • llusbsnd 
contacted the Child Abuae, Neglect apd 
Protection Clinic in Ventura alter the lncl· 
dent, the details of which she was careful 
not to discuss to avoid jeopardi;inB tile 
courtca110. ..·. . : 

The clinic reportedly blld her !hat a cllUd 
of 6 or 7 yeara of age does not have the 
~reaUve capacity to irlvent the detailed 
11e10.l encounter described . 

Vocal critics have alleged that lbe cbUd 
manufactured the otOry and that m4!1y of 

. the men Involved Ill the ohurch are IIQW 
apprebenalve about woM<lng wltn children. 

"l !mow the chMrg111are true,'' lhe ~~ald. 
"I don't know U there Ia a tlllrd or a fourth 
victim, but l know that, oUler · thall my 
h~~&band, ~re II no man whl!ln · I wou)lj 
hate more to bear tbb about.'!. 

Since the incident. the motllel: ssld, her 
cllild's grades have fallen In ~ 11114,"' . 
is unable w CO!ICentnlte. · :· .-·: · · · · ' · 

· On hia last report, card baforit- thv Jncl, 
4ellt, the youth reeelve4 lhe eql!lvalent Qt 3l 
out of 211 A's. This tl!ne, aile ·~~a)'ll, bll 
teacher called to warn ber !hat be ia 
receiving mostly C'l and [l'a and Is llavln& 
partlcl!lar pro~ Ill bellavlol'. 

The f&lllllY b n~ a member of St. P­
cbal's pllrlall and the allegecl ell\lOuntel'· 
occurred In a ~~Citing oulsi!le of tile parWI, : 
she explained. When their cl!lld described 
the incident w them. tbe .WI)QI8II 811\d they -
sougbt advice fro!ll St. P~'' c"~ . 
lat.rablr, Father Colui O'Rfllll· .. · ' · ' · 

Church officials, abe 'waa told, were 
instructed w llpellk with Roemer .about lhe . 
problem. · . 

In response to bitter complaints that the 
sheriff's department halltily arreatlld the 
clergyman on the "word of a 7-year-old," 
the woman pointed out that the investigation 

, was already proceeding last December. 

=-t'he law allowing sex offenders to be classified 
aJ~;nientally disordered and sent to hospitals in­
st~ad of prison is ''an approach that has failed," 
Taylor said, quoting from an American Psychia­
trk: Associa~ion.statisical manual. 

"!rhe district attorney's approach ignores the 
mim.'' Mayfield said. "Admittedly, they are bad 
a<:ti; they are tragic acts; but YQU cannot ignore 
th..f.!.man here •.• 

h'he district attorne contends men who are 
sdkually attracted to young bOys cannot be 
tr:ated successfully 111 the structu~ed program 
a~;;J.tascadero and oUter siate mental hospitals. 

tlefense a~torney Bruce Mayfield argued that 
Roemer is a ·sic;k man who needs psychiatric 
help,. not prison. Incarceration would be "psy­
cliO}ogically lethal and physically devastating" 
tO:lhe priest, whom he described as "a genuinely 
g~tle and kind man who succumbed to a weak­
n868·he could not control." 

Mayfield reminded the judge of the three doz­
e!!'"letters sent to the court by Roemer's supporl­
e~ many from the parish. 

~'His sickness is indeed very sad, but I think if 
w;Jncarcerate him without treatment, this soci­
ety and this community willl.Olie one of i.ts Viilu-
able resources," he iidded. ' 

Taylor recounted several of ·the molestaLions 
'and the devastating effect on some of the boys, 
several of wh9m are still receiving psychologi­
ca.l: counseling. He i11terrupted his presentation 
to .band Shaw pictures of the victims. 

"How could any person occupy a llighcr posi­
tion of trust?" Taylor asked. "He dealt with the 
lives, souls and the minds of thej;e children." 5796 
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REDACTED 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015 

388-8101 

May Eleventh 
I 9 8 I 

Central Administration 
House of Affirmation, Inc. 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

I am in receipt of a letter from Father 
REDACTED _ , House of Affirmation in Montara, California, 
concerning Father Donald Patrick Roemer. At his request this 
letter is being addressed to you. 

This is to advise you that should the Judge 
assign Fat her Roemer to the House of Affirmation the diocese wi II 
assume full responsibility for all expenses incurred by him during 
his stay. We are in full accord with such action and feel it will 
be of benefit to him. 

Very sincerely yours, 

~ ~L·~'1- . ( ~ • \,.._..GI .._ • ., ~ 
Timothy Cardinal Manning 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

cc: Reverend REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Montara, California 94037 

B 
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REDACTED 

May Eleventh 
I 9 8 I 

Central Admfnistrotlon 
House of Affirmation, Inc. 

REDACTED 

Deer REDACTED 

I am fn receipt of a letter from Father 
REDACTED Hoose of Affirmation In Montara California . I I t 

concemtng Father Donald Potrlek Roemer. At hh reque$t this 
letter is being addressed to you. 

This is to advise you that should the Judge 
assign Father Roemer to the House of Affhmatfon the diocese wtlf 
assume full tespomlblltty for all ~penses incurred by hlm during 
his stoy. We are tn full aeeord with such action and feel it w11l 
be of beneftt to htm. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Timothy Cardinal Manning 
Archbishop of las Angeles 

cc: Reverend REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Montara, CaHfomio 94037 

B 
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?:Jay 14th, 1081 

Reverend Patrick Roemer 
St. Hacy's Seminary 
1964 Las Canoas Road. 
Santa Barbara, Ca, 93105 

Dear Pat: 

Thank you for your recent note. I am glad 
to be brought up to date. 

I have also been in touch with Mr. REDACTED 
and Hr. REDACTED 

We will keep on hoping for the best and want 
to assure you of our constant prayers. 

c 

~lith every best wish, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Timothy Cardinal Manning 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

RCALA 007936 
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Cardinal Timothy Manning 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 W. Ninth Street 
Los Angeles CA. 90015 

Dear Cardinal Manning; 

May 27, 1981 c 0 p y 

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen~ I am writing to you out of fraternal 
concern for a priest of your archdiocese, Patrick R., whose difficult 
situation was reported earlier this month in the papers of San Francisco 
and was recently talked about at a gathering of priests and brothers here 
in The City. Upon first reading about the problems facing this priest 
I was overcome with a great saddness and compassion for him. I do not know 
the man personally, but my heart goes out to him. After reflecting on 
the deep and loving concern that was expressed by those who were talking 
about the situation at a social gathering, I felt compelled to write to 
you to ask that you convey to him my personal pledge of prayer for him and 
also convey the compassion of others for him. Over the past few years I 
have been priviledged to find myself in situations where I have been able 
to assist persons struggling with various issues of sexual variations, 
among whom have been some priests and brothers. More than ever before 
the words of Jesus on whom to fear, ~the one who can kill the soul",· 
have come home to me very clearly. The evil of self rejection and self hatred 
is very present to persons going through a sexual crisis. It is at this 
time in such person's lives that the Gospel of God's unconditioned love 
and acceptance of each of us must be proclaimed to them gently but firmly. 
In this area I wish to commend you for your reported compassionate support 
of the priest in question. Thank you for being a good shepherd and father 
to the church of Los Angeles. 

It is at times such as this that the true nature of love becomes manifest. 
It is so easy to love persons when they are "squeeky clean 11 but not so 

.easy to embrace them when they are "messy~. And yet this is what Jesus has 
done to us, even to the point of embracing the ugliness and messiness 
of our world and nailing to the cross with Himself. He became despised and 
rejected so that we no longer will despise and reject ourselves or each other. 

I leave it to your best judgement on how best to convey my sentiments to 
Patrick R. It is because of this that I have written to you personally and 
confidentially. Be assured of my continued prayers for you and for him. 

Fraternally in Christ. 
REDACTED 

Br. REDACTED 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: CARDINAL MANNING 

FROM: MONSIGNOR RAWDEN 

DATE: 29 MAY 1981 

Your Eminence: 

I have made it my policy never to act in an eccl4siastical manner 
in a case that is still pending in a 6ivil Court. I feel that this 
might jeopardize the defendant. 

I feel that two or three priests in the area might visit theee families 
after a moratorium of perhaps six months. 

cc: Bishop Moreno 

5804 
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, · Rooney ·urges 
clo'sure of 2 
Ventura schools 

Judge sentences 
·molester priest 
to state hospital Ventura Unified School District Su~ 

perintendent Patrick Rooney fonnal­
ly recommended Friday that Mill and 
Santa Ana elementary schools be 
clH:d~:ne~!~~;~;~~ie:fementary BY Gregg zoroya ~~[~/n~~, ~~t~~o~O ~~c~~~\~ ~:t~~;i 
.school - .. the third school on a· Ust , ll years. 
developed by the Citizen School Clo- The Rev, Donald Patrick Roemer Based oti psychiatric examination5, 
sure Committee. .was Jed from court. Into custody Shaw ruled May 8 that Rpemer is ~;> 

Par.ents from all three schools have Frida~ afternoon for eventual trans- mentally disordered sex offender anii 
str:ongly protested the closures. portation to Atas:~adero State Hospl~ amenable to treatment. · 

VentUi'Jl Unlfled Scbool DiStrict tal, where. he Wlll be .treated as a Although Shaw leaned toward send-
. trustees were· considering closing all mentally dLSordered sex o~fend~r. ing the priest to Atascadero, h~ 

three schools but 'have backed off The 36-y~~r-old Cathollc pnest, a ordered County Mental Health Pro-
that idea Since Rooney. told them he -·former r.ellgiOilS Instructor for chil- gram Director Dr. William c. Keat-
thinks only two school:!J · !hould be dren at St. Paschal Bay!on Catholic ing ·to examine alternative mental 
cloa~d. Ue put that statement in Churc~, Thousand Oaks, ls an admit~ health i.nstitutions. ' 
writing ln a report trustees will study ted child. molester. . Keatfug's report, as well as com· 
Tuea:day night. . A!te~ Roemer has 90 d_aya of ex~m:~ ments by the examining psychiatrist-i 

The meeting, which will begin at na~1on at the. state ho.al?1tal for cnm1~ and l~terviews with oUicials at Ata:'l-
7:30 p.m. in the district offices, is'nGt ·~at sex offe~ders •. offtclals there ~ay ca:de"ro, provided defense attorney 
a p~bllc hearing, Trustees are ex- fmd that the facUlty is inappropr.tate Bruce Mayfield of Oxnard with . a 
pecte~ to make a decision at their a!ld rec~mmen.d something more 17~ considerable basis· for arguing that 
June~ ~e~ting. . . . · ment. But the. priest could remam lli.e ,stat~ hospital..Js too severe a 

Roo.J:t~Y says ·In his· report· that, . .· ... :-·. . . there far 10¥.. ~ara-. , ' conflnement f~r Roemer. 
although dec~lning enrollmen~ is the S · . · C · ' J d • . · · . .;.;,. '. · . ' Superior Court Judge Robert L. Keating! for example, rejected 
driving fQrce behind closing •chools, upenor ·ourt u ~ Robert L. Sh~w. .. swe~r~ In etght new Sha.w's c.hoice of Atascadero was a Atascad.ro •• a placement. Mayfield 

coTth~avd~:t~r:t~ i:or!~rno:ir1· most attorneys in cour~ Friday·.- ~among th~m, ~iSS~allg~~e~ Marth_~ ~~~~ .. ~~~e:!lfua~~;e{~;:hf:~nft; ~~a~c~~~l~f!I~al: ::tiec;~Wk!e~-0~~ 
se~ere financi.11 l-~.rtsl.s,.he s~ld, fore~ Jean: Shaw (Inset) of CamarillO . , . :·· · was too severe~ confme.m.ent. me(" might not respond well to treat-
ing··. trustees to. m~ke. cuts· tbtaUng : ,:;.- But S~aw ~a1d the seriousness. of ment at the hospital. Confinerilent 
$1.48milllon in·tbtll9~1-82.budget.... ::-,, Roemer~ cnmes weigh.ed heavily among the chronic, violent inmates at 
: Ti"us~ees- h&Ve already -cut $1.29 J d t · d · .

11
. t ·-:f,, l . against him. - . ti;lat institution could caUse irrepara-

milUon •. Tho!le Cuts ~cll:ld~ increasing ·· . · . . . . · :X··· . . Shaw said. he is bothered t~at t_he . ·ble. hann to the priest, Mayfield said. 
clasJf.si.ze bY:. one stud~nt, jmposing a. . u ~~e. g.r·ee s au' a ' er- ... ra.s. awver VIctims o:fgm. ally. placed th. elr faith ~ven ,Taylor cited an iQcic\ent in 
hlring freeze, r'"educlng·the junior . b 1 2:Jl · .... . J ' . in the pnest, 11:nd .the ~arents were whtcb a priest,. under slmilar circum~ 
.high ~Y by ·one period and reducing . · ; '' ' · · willing t.o put the1r children in hls st~ces, did not obtain suital;lle treat~ 

m~P=·~~g~i~.9 and·custodial·.budgets by :·Like Wher, like daughter? ·ventura, who was o~fere.d a pos.ition ~.Y. Oxnard resident Carol Rodri- c~.~~· sup~ose (for them) it's almost m~n~ea.\~!f:tuf1~~0·Keating recom~ 
Th~ ·a.tatri.ct needs. to cut .. an addl~. Wh~·c?uldf-Sk for a better exam~le with. the Dist~ct Attorney's Qffice; S\l;eZ, ~nother person. who pa&Sed the· li~e God committed a crime," Shaw·· mended and Mayfield pushed for w8s 

tianal $189.,769,•Rooney said. That than th~t given in D~partment 1 of Jeffrey Korow1tz of- Port Hueneme; ~r.examlnation, was sworn In as an sa1d. · St. Mary's Hospital, San Francisco. 
amount·:··Wotild .. be covered if Santa Superior. Court Friday when . Ju.dge Patricia Joan Olney of Ventura; nnd a~orney by ~unicipal Court Judge ·The decision on .where to send _the Taylor pointed out that St. M~ry's 
An!i ($~,214 ~ year·-savlngs) and Mill Robert ~· Shaw administered the Miehael Samuel Wlll~ms of Ventur~. A~ Gutierrez.. .. priest for ~eatment was the. __ fmal is a llcensed 1 qualified private facili· 
School ($189. ooo 8 year) were. cl0$ed· attorneys oath to his .26-year~old The six graduates were the largest .< _ phase in the well~publiclzed case.. ty. It would save. taxpayers th.e cost 
Pierpont's· .. cioslng .wo~fd·save aboui daughter, Martha Jean: ·grouP from the V~ntura call.ege to· ?§h~ ·ts filllng ~ va.cancy .in the It W:gan.in late January with the of confinement a:t.AtasC.adero- be· 
$78,035 a·year.. Ml~s Shaw five of her classmates pass the state Bar ex~mination with frpbhc De~e~der's Office left byi Gud_ s.hocking·~nnouncement that a Thou- tween $10,000 and $35,000, Taylo·r' 

T:he report doesn!t ~o into much froril the v~ntura campus of the 100 pel;'cent su~cess. · : · .. ,t!tr~, w 0
. wns recently appo ~te ~~nd Oaks Cathol~c priest had been . said. 

detJlil ,abo.ut why_Rooney recom·, Southern·califomla Instltu~e of Law, Shaw could. barely .contain his joy j~~·. ..-.atrested.f~r ~ole.stlng young mem- There w~s never any indicatiqn_of 
mends c.losing··Mill and Santa~ An~. and two other laW ·g"radUat~s all ash~ c~ngratulate.d his. daughter. :~Others whll pas~ed the Bar exami· ben of hJ.S pariSh. who ~ould,pay for R~~rner's col)fine~ 
He has sa_id, however, that he think! passed the Bar-examination in Febru- who LS jmnlng the law fi~m of q.~ltter- nS.~on )VhO were' not listed previously On March 10, ~oemer pleaded no ment m a priv~te facUJty. ., 
thos~ two schools a~e the most logical ary. man, Schweitzt,r & Ass~iates 1n Ven- Dt;~the Star-Free Press .are Michael contest (the eql!-tvalent to a guilty But Tayler said he learned that St. 
to close, · · . All eight were sworn in by Shaw tur,a. '• . · ~!5-~~irhead of.Oak View• Lawrence P!ea in a crimmal case) to ~hree ~ary's has never handled a .mentally 
~C?oney has al~o said adminlstra- before 

8 
packed courtroom in Depart- Shes wanted to be· a-n at.torney all AW,:lre:w. Viildivleso of Ventura· M1- counts of molesting y<~ung boys. One dtsordered ~ex offender case. 

tors ~Q"!lld noi be able to close thr~e ment 1, ~er li!e, and I've·helped her plan .her c~~L}. Sugar of Simi Valley; J~seph incidet~.t"occurred in a confessional. Sha"':' noted this in his decision and 
schools by September. . . hfe with the pr.emise ~at t.hat was An.~ony Violante of Thousand Oaks; .9ourt docume~ts. reyealed that added that, because. i.t is private, 

In. the ··report to· trustees. Roon~y. The five other graduate~ an~ K1rk what she wan~ed to be,' said spaw. &f\~.'-~ Stephen Gary Youngen:nan of Roemer .has adm1tted. several other there would be no accountability .to 
further recommends where students Barron of Oxnard; Lela Henk,e of Elsewhere. m the· c~urthouse Fri· ~~lake Village. molestations to authonties. Prosecu~ thft courts. 
from. MUl and Santa schools should 
b •••• t. M.. b k. .t ,. t c· ·ae· said Santa Ana students iri the · · . 

~l~~o~~~~e~~h~~d~~:~:.~dot~ any ac m~ve C) ,QUS . 
sent.to.Atna:r; School. · ·~· .· .· · · · 

MU! students In th~.Casitas:SJll:ings· • Br Cathy.Gamlca 
and F:oster Park areas Mhould go·to . 
Amaz,. ·Jtooney sata, with the rest . .·~dria!la ~iantu~co bas ~ew fans ln 
going: to;~~erldan .Way Scliool,.Pier·. -ve:ntura County.. . 
pont :-:stude~ts .~ho·- attend. S~ridan Durl~g her con trover. •. ial term as 
Way would conttnue to do so. · · director of· the state Department of 

· · . Tianspottatlon (Ca!trall$), Ms. Glanc 
• • ~-·--· ·-~·~ • _______ ..... ---··-1--.1• , __ 

"~ery honestly, the.! Leglslat~f~ 16, 
prettY \tell fed up w~tli h~r unresPon~ 
sive policies". in han~~ng the state's . 
transpoqatlon needs, said Downey, c, 

l;mbrec~t has oft~n battled with Ms.:. 
GianturcO and her department o~er 
fuiuls fot: widening· and other lm~ 
orovements on the. non~freewav no·r- · 

Oxnard veteran's protest 
,·i·;f"\~J'~_,t ~~ ~~t ·:rz t!~~~~;~~~;1 t'~l :1<\1 ~ 
.;>"1'\·· ~J~l:f.d~!:Pf'4 1•tHI:t .. ( r:..~J 
' '• .u l··-·~•.r l~~~~ 

In the letter, the administration 
promised a· 300. p~rcent budget jn­
crease to· .. study, the effect of Agent 
f"'l., .. .,,y., ..,...,. .. u .... -.1 r .... .l; ..... #_.., nl 

taken since his return from the war, 
he said. 

st~~· !!~~in~:%~~n~. ?~f~e t~e~:~· 
bered .telling himself. "It wa.s like a 
call to a~ms. I feel proud to'do this, I 

~.~~~.n;.~e .. ~::t:i~~:_ ~~~- ~r~~ .. d -~,o~~~ 
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' ... · .·· .•.. · · .. ·. . . . . · ... \ .· ... ·. . . ' .• _·'_-~e~a- -I·ng. w_·1ith tt' 

' ·.•· .... .c."' ~{.. ; ·/' .' ~. • •. • .: : I •• :-·,. . •·· : • .• . . : • • • 

· ... ··RpeJll¢r cas~ .. is~';.yr,, ~pl fe~llilts:ll~~\; •.•· .... ·•·•·· 
· the case . of Fr. ·Patrick ·.·• ·Those, act~ also carried witlt tlie#i ·:tJl~' added . 

· e~~der _.·for. 'this. Hewspap~·r ·weight of a· religi6us ·sourc~' :an(!· •ltlay ·;-have 
d~jaljtllg•.'•'DJ~i·llt.;,lt would ha'Ve been easier, . dri'Veri off the. victirils· .as. surely as:.otb.ers had 

·deal with it, or for the · their faith affirmed. . · . . ' _. ' ' .. · ' · · ·_ .. 
. . . . · It wciuld'ijave been ·. Fr~ itoe~er's fall from grace w;Is -~ inatter 

.· • .. · a,ybid the topic. .. .-~- .. · . . for religiQJ.lS inte,rpretation, and 9ne :whic)r .tile 
-.,~,····""-"'~' · · go . away;· .ther- sense . of · court of law C()Jild not cha'rt or.4octijl:l~n~. T:~~t: · 

co•npJ.ete · the · .. r~~ord ·over.. _: ·. is an: ecq!i!~iastical. (!Op(!ern · that·l!iUJ>.Jfe.~~l,ll~ .. __ 
.......... Q.mn ·. to "ren:d.er. upto -l,)~!·b~ _a4~es~e41lr cllprc~ at~t~o~itie,s,; -~)~~l. 

· " · · ha~ acb~al· kl)o"Wl.edge _·.of 1t early-on, as •tndl ... -~ 
. - · ., · · ·case of the near.. ·cate(l in ptQbatl()~: ~in'V~sti~ation ·i'repo~~·~tfie}(i 

who~ ls a: confessed bomose~ual .· must look to . their . consCience to s~e· why .• they.· . 
oedroollile. · .. 'is · difficUlt ~to.· conJ:eive a · illore.. . lditl not ·~ct on it ·iJl a Jriot~ ·timely· malln~:r. we ·. 

· .· than his; to be treated not as· .a · are n()t pri"f. t(). the. ~church's. Ill~tl_lods fu 
.ur•l.t::l'iL. but. as .a routin,e_ sex.~al psyc_hopatq;::·: Iri . ·. nag.dlip.g •. ·.suc}1 situations_ ·after .. they ·a.r.e . 

;i ·etf~c~t:• what the GPUii. $aid .. was that Roemer's ' ·.· .. rev~ill~d,'·. but JIUlSt . assume •. ,soijle dis~iplfuaf,y 
.· . . . .).s secoridto his crunfuality;tiUlt~;· .·pf.o~~edlngs·'will f()}1owjor those }Vh() ha(r:a 

:· • _· ._ . · · · judgrne~t; to ·make., and ·it -~pe~l(~< to · s·)lpervisory respoljsib,,ility:· m this:: case. · _·· .. •-·· 
•the .. very (ffi$ter of the issue ln' the case •.. ·· -~ · ··._. · · .. ··But· Fr. ··Roeme,r's· inflidin,g e>f·_ fdgl)terting, . 

:· It, was: ·Jji . his' W;Ork. as' a youth priest, thaf .. immoral and .Jllegal acts on j:hildren was a 
· · . .. . ·· ·· his ·vocation, offermg· the. depth · · $atterfor ci'Vil pro~dings fro#). .tiu~::ftrst, and 

· ·affe(!tionate co~cern ·for yqung . . sb,ould lj~ve: been addressed before, th¢ list of· 
of )vhoril had lost both~ That the . his: _victm.s grew to two~ In this case, it was not 

~CI\·~~Af;~IJII.Ii .. carrie. from a man :0£ th~: ch~eh . done, l;lnd'it c~U)d'have bE'-en. Why it wasn't is a 
the tri:ore important.to .as~gmeatof_ .. questio~ f~fetpla!t~tion ·to higher ciyllautbori­

~.~-'"'-~-..,-·:~~ ... JLVU that too often is ''turn¢d off''-by . ties. 'l'he,state attorney _ge11eral's office ought . 
. · . . .· . ·. . . ' - ' . to look iil:tQ the, way the, ¢ounty sheriff.'s office 

. wo~lt that R~e.pter_ hC,tndles ~~H~stati()I.~ c()n}plafuts from partints of_ 
fUJ,lri.Uin·~ ent of:tbbse desires .. ::.·· · ·cl1Ud.r¢jt/to··.~ss1:l.re;th*t they are liste11ed to and 

-to his- priestly oath~ · · aRted on ~ef.ore•more!QAiiiage occu),'s;: ·. · ··. · , .. · 
! ; . . '. . ' '. ,! ·• • >;. ~i' . ' I :; ' • • 
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155 E. JANSS ROAD 

THOUSAND OAKS, CALIF. 91360 
(805) .495-5177 

Dear Clem: 
J* Jun 2, 19~ 1{1 

I tried to call you on te phone last Friday, and 
you called .back later wh I was out of the house. 

Pat Roarer will be taken to Ataseadero state hsspital 
to-no:trcM, Wednesday. Since Friday he has been in 
virtual isolation at the hoJPr fann in Ojai. 

Reports fran and of the state hospital in Atascadero 
could hardly be w:Jrse. I truly fear farr Pat's welfare. 
Fzrr frcm any possibility of rehabilitation, I fear 
he will be ruined there. The decision to seed him 
there was, in the opinion of many, including jurists, 
political. 

'lb add insult to injury, the local newspaper has an 
editorial on the topic tonight -which I'm enclosing 
for you to read and to share with His Eminence. It is 
inflamna.tory, I believe. I have appealed tirre and again 
to our :people NOI' to resp::md to needling fran SaiOO 
paper; and they have responded with rragnanirrous 
discipline. NcM, the editor , not wanting to let the 
dust rest on this case, calls for the disciplining 
of those who exercized "supervisory " control. '!his is 
is a direct attack on rre. It also calls for an 
investigatchon of the Sheriff's office for their 
alleged failure to fcxblow up on an earlier cc:rrplaint. 

Our parishioners will be very angry over this latest 
attack. Only God kn:Jws what sufferings we have 
endured in the past 4 m::mths. Now this! I fear the 
people will m longer be able to restrain thanselves. 
And, I suppose, this is what the media :people w:Juld 
love: rrore publicity, nore controversy, rrore incite­
rrent of passi--ons. 

Meanwhile, Pat goes to rot in a place where he does JPt 
belong. God help us 3!11_. ' ll 

Sincerely - REDACTED 
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Reverend Bernard J. Bush 

House of Affirmation 

1185 Acacia Street 

June 2, 1981 

Box 437, Montara, Calif. 94037 

Dear Father Bush: 

His Eminence, Cardinal Manning, has asked that I 

respond with his gratitude to your recent letter in reference 

to Father PATRICK ROEMER. 

REDACTED 

With kindest best regards, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rawden 
Chancellor 
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.·No answers ·on priest 
Church officials mum on allowing cleric to work with youths 

By FAYE FIORE 

Local Catholic Church leadera are refu. 
in& to comment on why a ConeJo priest was 
made youth mlnWer at bla ThoUIIllld Oaka 
paria!J while he 1'11 un4ergolJ18 counaeling 
for hll bomoaexual attraction to cblldren. 

The ,Uence by ad.mlnlltrators at St. Pas­
~ Baylon Catholic Cburcb and the Catho­
lic Arcbdloceae of Loa Angelea Ia both 
fruatfatin8 pel diaquieting to a young Thou· 

· tand Oaka couple whoae·two children were 
moleated by the Rn. Donald Patrick 
Roemer. 

The atory of the popular prleat, who 
admita molesting boya who attendect the 
c)lurch {or Bible lnltrucU.,, ·11 jut begtn­
Dlllg to unfold even for the victlma. 

Now, they are looking with amazement at 
. evidence which states the :t&-yeaMld priest 
wu f.l&hUng a homosexual attraction to 
children and receiving paycbologleal coun­
aeling froJD another clergyman at 'tbe San 
Roque Catholic Church in Santa Barbara, 
where be waa uai&ned before comins to St. 
Pucbal'a three yeara ago. 

Evldeqce lhowa that Roemer waa receiv· 
ing counaellni up untO "four or five months 
qo," weU into the time he was actively 
workina with ebildren attending Bible atudy 
claQea at St. Paschal's llDd taking some on 
weekend retreats. 

Tbe lnfonnaUon means that Roemer wu 
aeeldng psychological care at the time be 
received Ule 1980 Honorary Service Award 
frbm the PTA for his work with Conejo 
youtb. 

.U obviously pained Roemer indicated in 
a confeulon be made to East Valley sher· 
Iff's deputies hours after bla arrest that he 
bad been "fi8httng •nd fl8hting" his attr•c­
Uon to YOWlS boys. 

Plaain8 such a troublect man In a setting 
with cbUdren is much like locking an 
alcoholic In a liquor lltore and aaying, 
"Don't drink," the parents of two of the 
victims asree. · 

Contacted thJa morning at St. Paschal's, 
tbe Rev. Colm · O'Ryan was wed by· the 
News Chronicle wby Roemer was assigned 
aa y~Ut minlater where parishioners aay be 
rarely IIIOCiated with adults. "1 have no 
comment," was his only reply. · 

The paator alao refused to .be interviewed 
by deputies during tbe investigation, 
records reveal. 

The Rev. Clement Connolly, secretary to 
Cardinal Timothy Manning at tbe arch· 
diocese, also refused to comment, saying It 
would violate the "confidentiality" of 
Roemer's coWlltlling. 

"This is obviously a very delicate matter 
and the confidentiality of his counaeling Is 
highly delicate," he said. 

Connolly would not say whether Roemer's 
private attorney, Bruce Mayfield, is being 
paid out of church funds or by the priest. 

In addition, he would release no informa· 
tlon about what Roemer'a future in the 
prlestbood might be now that be must 
register as a sex offender. Roemer cur­
rently is not alllgned to any parish and is 
"In private,'' Connolly said. 

Tuesday night, the Millers (not the 
family's real name) sat In their living room 
reflecting on the turrnoU of the recent week11 
since their 7"Yellr-Gld son told them Roemer· 
moleated hbn. 

"We are angry and a UtUe bitter," the 
boy's father said upon bearing prosecutors' 
evidence that church officials bad several 
chancea to remedy the problem, and· let 
each go by. 

As early as Dec. 27, a Newbury Park 
woman avoided pressing charges against 
the priest after be allegedly moleated her 6-
year-old son. 

Interested only in seeing that the well· 
loved Roemer received help, the woman 
called St. Paschal's acting pastor O'Ryan on 
Dec. 27 and Jan. 30. 

According to the woman's statements to 
investigators, O'Ryan promised her that the 
problem would be "thoroughly handled," 
offering tbia analogy:· "lt's like having a 
splinter In your thumb; If something isn't 
done abOut It, it continues to get worse." 

In the next four weeks, three more 
children were molested by the priest _.; the 
three counts to which be essentially pleaded 
guilty In court. 

Two of those three count. Involved the 
Millers' sons. 

The family bas considered leaving the 
parish, fepling alighted by church leaders · 
and some of its members. 

"U a church isn't going to back ita people, 
then what is a church?" the mother said. 

Their report to deputies provided an Inlet 
that led to a· wave of similar compialnta, all 
lrom children and families who knew of the 
priest's actions but did not come forward, 
often out of guilt or fear. 

After the arrest, the parents were preoc· 
cupied with what the effects of the Incident 
might be - whether their sons would be 
psychologically banned by the encounters, 
If the children would feel guilty because 
"Father Pat" had to leave the parish or If 
they would blame their parents for calling 
deputies. 

All of that, they I)OW realize with anger, 

could have been avoided if the altuaUon was ; 
better handled by churcb off~la. u1 ~' 
they acted poorly," the father aaid. 

O'Ryan called tbe family oftly QUCe after 
the incidents, the cQuple ..W, ud .tbat wu 
to request Uult tl)oy not ~ w~ ~ 
press. 

Although the couple waa informed tbat · 
some members of the church were praying 
both for Rqemer and the children, they Nkl .. · · .. 
the small amount of aupport wu D(lt ~ 
to off.set the bltttr response fi'OJD coaunu-
nlty members who accllle4 tbem of bavinc . ; 
too little faith In their pariah to keep thll . ' 
matter with.ln Ute cblfl'c4 · ~·'il~t 411( t.JM·'· ·~ ~ 
ban~ of deputies. t 

Tbe Millers feel that cbureb leaden and 
1
. 

some parishioners were more c:oAcemect , 
about protecting Roemu Ulan about &he · 
. welfare of the cbUdren • 

"At first, I felt sorry for Father Roemer," 
the mother said. "B11t It kept goinc on 
longer with no support for the vi- ... .U 
of it went to the auspect." ' 

The woman said that five daya after 
RoeQ:~er waa arreated, lhe look hiJ' ton to 
church to make bia flfat COQitlllo.n, a 
Catholic ceremony Ulat cbildrtm pracUce 
weeks for. 

''Fath~r Roemer wlan't there and J jut · ~ 
broke down," she aaid. "I felt gulUy ud '\ 
(her son) was disappointed becauae be bad ' 
rehearsed with Father P11t!' ' 

Tile letters publbhed on the Newa Clu'oDl··. 
cle editorial page did not eue tbe d.laquie­
tude. The Mlllera said Uley even· saw a 
critical letter from a friend who waa IIDI· 
ware that abe knew the famUy. · 

She 18id the faultfinding parlabioners ' 
spoke without knowing the dlfflculty of 
trying to prepare their cbiJdreJl to ttaUfy, 
before Roemer's no conteat plea aaved tbfq. 
from taking the stand. They were UIUIW~ 
that she dreaded that the boYS would have 1 

to face Roemer, whom they, too, loved, llld 
point him out in court as a ebild moleater. 

Tuesday was the couple's first OJIPOJ'tunlty . 
to voice the anger they wlthbeJd for weeki · 

·- as they rell'dthe·tetters thatl:baatlaed'tbem __ .,.. 
and called for publication of tbe name of · 
their son - knowing the pri~t bad alr~cly 
confessed. 

"I am so angry that people would think 
my 7-year-old Is a Uar," tbe mother Aid. 
"They were upset that we went to the pollee 
because Father Pat 'showed a little too 
much affection.' · 

"They didn't understand that besides our 
children being victims of a cbUd molest and 
what all of this did to our family, that we, 
too, lost Father Pat." 
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Re;. Rev. Donald Roemer 
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REDACTED 

June 15, 1981 

His Eminence Cardinal Timothy Manning 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Cardinal Manning: 

Thank you for meeting with us last month. We appreciate 
your sincere concern for the protection of our children. 
Your expressed interest to initiate an educational training 
program giving lay and religious administrators, teaching 
staffs, parents and pastors the necessary guidelines· and 
information to help confront the problem of sexual child 
abuse is desperately needed. We have ignored our responsi­
bility to the victims of this type of crime for too long~ 
The only way we can protect our children is through an 
informed citizenry. 

The enclosed 'reference material will provide the Super­
intendent of Education staff with some indepth research and 
expert opinions on this massive nationwide problem. Our 
experience in working on this issue in the community has 
helped us recognize that: 

1. Sexual child abuse is a widespread and 
underreported crime, 

2. The victim 

3. 

a) often becomes a runaway because of 
abuse at home, 

b) may carry life-long trauma, and some 
victims are referred to as "psychological 
time bombs" (refer to Dr. Roland Summit), 

c) suffers from fear and guilt which often 
leads them to drugs, prostitution, 
homosexuality or suicide, 

d) may be.come a child abuser 

e} ha$ very low self-esteem 

The 
a) 

perpe·t·rator 

most often is a male and can be a respected 
member of the community (Big Brother, scout 
leader, teacher, priest, etc.)who has very 
good relationships with children, 

b) is often known to the victim, or may be a 
stranger who kidnaps his victims, 
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Cardinal Timothy Manning -2- June 15, 1981 

c) suffers from low self-esteem and often 
has been a victim of sexual abuse himself, 

~) has molested children before and is very 
likely to reoffend 

e) is not considered mentally ill (refer to 
enclosed psychiatrist research and reports) 

f) may be a pedophile for whom there is no 
known cure through the mental health 
profession 

We realize that this information may take a·while to 
review. However, we hope that the Department of Education 
will recognize the urgency of this matter and give it the 
proper priority. 

We will make ourselves available at your convenience to 
assist in any way and to have a follow-up meeting at any 
time. Please contact REDACTED or REDACTED at 

REDACTED . 

Cordially, 

REDACTED 

Enclosures 

:;·· 
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June 23, 1981 

Reverend Donald P. Roemer 
Dra\trer A 
Atascadero, Calif. 93422 

Dear Pat: 

In the absence of His Eminence, Cardinal Manning, 
who will return for a short while in July, and again in August, 
I wish to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from you, addressed 
to His Eminence. 

Knowing how rushed His Eminence will be during the 
few days he will be here in July, I thought it best to let you 
know your letter did arrive. No doubt as soon as he can, the 
Cardinal will respond. 

Please be assured of a continuous remembrance in my 
Masses and prayers for your intentions. 

REDACTED 

With kindest p~rsonal regards, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rawden 
Chancellor 
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Atascadero State Hospital 
Drawer A 
Atascadero, ca. 93422 

REDACTEDREDACTED Hospital REDACTED 

Residence 

Father Patrick Roemer 

REDACTED 
- Attorney for Father Roemer 
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REDACTED 

near REDACTED 

tt ocou~ to me that you might vuh • 
wrd of a'f•t:bt8 u4 't~I$\U:U.oe. 

Utt week 1 tpent m"t'e than an hour with 
ratha' N:t. t m very ft1ieve4 to •ee bow :recor¢iled 
be it: tQ the •ttution Ad !low a1UCh be ia ®opel'•tiag 
With the thttt:apy thAt ts •••~ to hilll~ 

l kno1r tl'Utt th••• past months bav$ been a 
tilr!e -~ Sl'Q.t ..aiety an<l diatreu. I have •bared to • 
large atent tn those tent.blentt. yet I trll&t ttt.t Go~ I. 
holy will U Ut operattoc hen n4· that mudl soot! will 
cOM dttouP tlte darkened tlouds. 

low. 
Mll.1 God eutt.ain you both :f.n your faith u.d 

Vet:Y stucere ly yours • 

Tb.tothy care~ ~nal Mamtf.ns 
Arehbiahop of toa Angeles 
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)j /1 /Ad"nl it rv'V<L­
£/~r./..v'V/v~.JYI_# . // ----
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'Footnotes 
Atascadero State Country Club?! 
Box A, Atascadero, CA. 93423 
October 30th, 1981. 

Dear 

I sure hope that all goes well for you and all that's happening in your 
life (lives). 

Thought I'd ru·op several lines and let you know that I am okay and much 
seems to be progressing in my life at this moment! As I mentioned last form 
letter (sorry about these impersonal notes,- but sometimes it's the only way 
I can adequately answer my mail)- I'm working both in our professional (staff) 
library and our patient library. Both take lots of "patience." (No pun in­
tended?) It's a challenge to have 50 student psychiatric technicians come in 
and demand attention, and then 10 doctors and psycltiatrists walk in at the same 
time and ask for di'fferent tapes and books or journals on a rare mental ill­
ness and of covrse, I am supposed to .know precisely \<here to find it all! Fun 
and games rod intense neurosis (panic) are my immediate feelings. At least I 
have a job that helps me combine work, relating to others, and a relaxation 
from the personal, more intensive therapy that happens in my groups back on 
the ward. 

Speaking of the ward: I just was elected ward government secretary and " 
this means taking and typing minutes and submitting proposals etc. on our own 
behalf. I emjoy this experience and it helps me reach out more to fellow pa­
tients. I am also the chairman of the Ward Relations Committee. This is a 
more difficult.!Position because when one of us receives a "write-up" for a 
ward rule violation, then they come in front of a group of us and explain and 
we note whether it is a valid inptringement or not. It does get a little nerve­
wracking at times. I sometimes get kidded a little; they call me the "gestapo 
mini-Pope." All in fun, I hope. 99% of my ward is over 6 feet tall! 

My personal therapy is moving along well. As I stated before,- becoming 
my own best friend is an experience vitally important for me. Out of this new 
honesty and intimacy, I can more validly reach out to fellow adults. Taking 
life one day at a time isstill my motto. Facing myself honestly in front.of 
others is still a challenge. He have a large group twice a week called "thera­
peutic community." All 38 of us sit around in a circle and bring up our needs 
and problems. This can be a really "hairy" experience. Yet the risk is worth 
it in the long wrong. 

My gardening is also coming along well; sweet peas, stocks, snapdragons, 
calendulas, and pansies are all up and near to blooming. I must honestly at!mit 
that there are several acres of weeds also! 

I don't know anything further about my statt<s here. I have to say that I 
don't feel that I have gotten the full benefit of this place yet, uncomfortable 
as it: is here. I will be here six months a:; of December the first. So I just 
may ask what the staff thinks about my asking to exit from here -- I mean that 
I have that small possibility when I feel I am ready,- but, of course, they al­
so must agree!!! It will probably be one year before I feel really good about 
asking this questio.Q.; who knows, it mny reome before then? I just cannot be 
sure. All I can cio is consider the NOW and try not to worry about the future·! 
Does this sound therapeutic? I sure do miss all of you and I continually dream 
about seeing my friends "out there." Have a wonderful week. Always know that" 
you are i~ my prayers and heart! ~ 

7£;~ l 

jt:d::: /~ 
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·.·Trauma of·· molest e.__.. boys ,varies 

J~~gsp,~~·~~ may discoven 
identities· of ··the others ··, 

·· · Attention was facusei:/'recent~ · doctors have 'the power. to make understand thif> callf~io~ ts li ·· 
· Jy on child molestation when a Roemer try to reclll.l who the natural r~acUon to . trW~,ting 

Catho.!ic priest was cocvicted of other Vi~tims ~e. Taylor ~id. someone and t.he~ seeing some-
molesting boys. This article, the . ·If the identification of these ~n~~!fd.pen*-llal~.~~ ~Pr 

:. second of twq ~ C(meel118 '.bpys, who· now might be adults, 4-4et' ~~ca,a · · . 
1 the trauma t!JIJt ~{eel.$: rJct#fls , · ia .made, . then the qpestlon is In co~eling .. , tb~. doctor tries 
}of molestation.· ·· ' , how to deal wtth a molestation to explairlto U)e cbQd t.hat he or ' 
; . . . : ·.· that Q(lCUrred y~ qo, 'J:'aylor she is not th.e one .at fault in the 
By WALT STEGMEIR said. . . . . " molesting an<f!t was the adlllt's, 
D.ail¥ New11 St11ft Writer Taylor indicated the best ap- responsibility not to engijge Jn 

. proach wol.J}d probably be to such actio{!, K:agan said. "It is 
While the Rev. Ponald Pil" find out if there is a potentially often difficult to · conv!nce a . 

trick Roemer is undergoing damaged child and then proceed child he is not the one at faUlt.'' 
treatment at Atascadero State from there. The parents of the Kagan $aid this 8aJll.e kind of 
Hospital, some of his .child·· bQys would probably be notified confusion also occurs in tape 
molesting victims are alSO un- that their sons were molestation cases and the victim ~ts to 
c:lergoing coun3ellng for the victims,, .Taylor said. believe she was at faUlt. Jt !s im~ . 
trauma they. aufte~d from that portant to "get the t)lame .shin"; 
'fQC!$1ld Oa~ pnest. ,... 0!}1Y recently has theJ:e b~ ed tot~. e ~h. t pm. _y .-~d~ .. ~.-:. ~• .. .;, 
, RoeJner, 37, ·pas admitted. to 'been "increased concern abolrt .confusion -cl~ed up," . an>:· 
molesting~ ao boys during the ; . Ote.vtcttn\S of child molestation. ~d. ;: /, .. ;.; ;' i'':~?~· 
Past 11 years; -Fifteen of t.hose ~vtow.;ly, thous~n~.of dollars 1 ~.,;;. , th -vi· H-... ~··~ . 
.,n.., have '-~~n · ·~dentifi'ed, ..... ~d ... '·.were . -. _ nt treatmg :,convicted n wora..i.~g · wi . ·, c~~ 04f< ;, 
~ ~ J -. · - .. ~ child ,molesting.~ JCag~n :n.tcl;;;;; -. 
Deputy- District Attorney. J£r'·' ; child moleste~ a.t . Atascade~~ parents pl~y a very irQportant 
seph E. Taylor, and. the Inci· '· and other .state hosp•~s. but lit . supporting role. ~:lf. the parent$ . 
den4i go bacit about a Year. · tle at.tentJon was paid to what ~pport · tbe · c}lUd, it · certatnly · 

The victims who have been · happened to the Victims. . ·makes it a 19~ easier," K:aga~ ·· 
identified range in age from 6to One m~ who },las «;oncemed said. Without tne parent$' t;up.. · .. 

· H. and Taylor said some are un- . himself with the Vjct\ms is Dr. pprt, the child can feel he or ~he 
dergoing counseling for the-psy.,. H~rman, Kagan, ~tor of the "is not only abused by . the ··· 

. chological ®mage they have · c1Ul9fen s prQ~ for the cou~- abuser. but he is also abused bY 

. suffered.. Taylor said. he }\Ope$ . ty Jl1ental health department 10 , those who are supposed to pro. 
the boya- woUld not suffer any ·<the St,r.nt~p.ejo Valley ~as. . .- vide him wiUI SQpport;~ lYlr«ln· ·· I 
longpme.~yc}lologicaJ~ff~~· .. Kagan said a lx)y or_gtrl who said. ··· . · ·· · · 

. ·. · In 'many cases, Roemer fon-- · ·. is &elmallY ·mol~ted by ~me- Kagan sctict child mol~t.iJlB 
died the boys to obtain · s~ -:: one h:e or she t.J.'U$1$ often devel~ can resUlt in the cbild'~·dev~,. ii} 
gratification, and Ta,Ylor s;Ud ·. opEJ v~ry. confus~ feeun,s, ~ ing doubts "bout h~elf ~d bfa, :,;;:~ 

'the trauma from this kinc;J Qf .. cause he or s_ll~·botll truats_the ·own wortb.-''The child thi~.:~.:> 
molesting is usuallyless than ip ·• mol~er ~:ut.•salsofljghten~ . · he is damagtKI go0ct$.1J,e.~ ~4/~~:,;,;.; 

· :~r~· ~!!iaa~~~s:ta::s:· · ~~':fu!t~~:~~~1.rtt.~Y', :!:~. . Ka~~n=agecaus~ b~ a;~@l::::,t 
. dorny, wit~ a boY over a.lQ~ done 8QmetbP:ig WTQng." Kagan mol~tion might surface law ;.R 

period of till'le. . .. said; He said one-of the purposes in life, when the person is tQ ~.-,, ,: .. 
For one boy, however. the of therapy i,s ~ 1'\elp the child or he~ 30s, Kag;1n .sajQ. . . · ~ 

. fondli~ continued over a peri- .- · · ..... -.·,'.~ ... ~. 
od ol several months cmd. the tlf• ·. d bb · JJ ~· 

· feet on ~he boy wa~ very de-.< Offic~r wounde on ro ery ca · .. ·~ 
strt.Jctive, Taylor said..The boy's 
grades at school went down and 
the .boy did not want to: attend 

. cburch, Taylor $aid. 
. It was jwt 'recently that the 

other child mole~tings, whieh 
go back to 1970, came to light. 
Taylor said there is no way his 
·office can force Roemer to iden­
tify them~ 

Once Roemer is placed in a 
treatptent program at Atasc;id-

. em State· Hospital. however, . 

·PHOENIX (UP!) - A Phoe.. tigators· said; Nearby- officers ... , 
$. police· officer suffered a mi- he~d the shot and r~ri~ t.O . 84 
nor gunshot wound to the hand · the lcene, .. . ' · : , tl 
when a liquor store clerl,c Jni&. ,, 

··took him for a robbery suspect. As Officer Wjlliam Heydenre- , 
· Police said an . armed man ich was approaching the ~oor ]l 

.forced Michael El Mant, 21, an with a drawn gun, police said EI· c' 
1 · f B k Li Mani looked up, saw the gun c1 

emp oyee 0 · uc eye quors, and fired a round - stn'ki.ng ·the d 
to hand over about $150 Satur-
day night. officer in the left hand. 

As the suspect was leaving, El Heydenreich was treated and ir 
Mani pulled out a 357 D:\~gnum relea,sed. El Mani does not Jac~< .. p1 
'revolv~r an.d. fired a shot; inves- any charges, investill~t.t\ct'C# • "'"* t' 

" ~ ~ ' .... :; .• 
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March Fifth 
1 9 8 2 

Donald Patrtck RoMter 
ATASCADERO STATE HOSPITAL 
Box A 
Atascadero, Callfomio 93423 

Dear Pat: 

This is to acknowledge your letter of 
last week for which I am indeed most g;ateful. 

I was happy to learn that everything 
is gotng according to plan for you. I can hardly belt eve that 
you have been in Atascadero for nt ne months. It was good to 
learn that the results of your formal staff review w«e positive. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Wtth personal regords, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

Reverend Monsignor Ben f. G. Hawkes 
VI car General 
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~scadero State Hospital 
Box A, Atascadero, CA. 93423 
March 17, ·1982. 

I sure hope that all goes well for you and 
all there! Thought I'd drop some lines and let 
you know what's happening here. Right now I'm 
sitting at my desk (job) in the library- I had 
intended to walk a little in the courtya-rd today­
the only "outside" we have in this place. Spring 
has been trying to ''sprung," but the rain drowned 
that idea quickly. So, I have a few minutes to 
myself between classes and therapy groups. 

I had another formal staffing conference a-

RCALA 007985 

·-,:,, bout thre~ wr~eks ago. They thought I've made real 
progress, but need to talk to all the staff mem-

, :> :;'<· ·........;.: bers on a more regular basis. We have 13 staff 
-~- and I missed talking to about 4 of them, so now I 

.will try to set up regular "one to ones" with them all! It 1 s all part of the process here 
and can be very beneficial. My main "sponsor" (the psychiatric technician who writes your 
reports and talks to you the most) quit, and I lost my co-sponsor, so now I'm in a complete­
ly different group and have two new sporillors. It's nearly like beginning all over again. 
At first I wasn't too "kean" on this idea, but now I see that it's a chance to continue 
growing with someone else's input and insights beside me. Since I completed my 11sex educa­
tion" class, I've joined an "Assertiveness skills" group and I am picking up loads of help­
ful techniques on really getting my needs met in assertive ways. A book that has helped 
me a great deal with monitoring my "inner talk" and eradicating irrational feelings and 
emotions -is called 11 A New Guide to Rational Living, 11 by Ellis and Harper. You don 1 t have 
to have come to a mental hospital to be aided by this book and the process it talks about • 

. I (and our staff) highly recommend this little gem. (No! I don't receive commissions from 
'the psychologist authors!) The psychologist I meet with weekly is a walking book authori­
ty (he eats and digests vast volumes weekly- and practices what he reads and preaches tool) 
and has given me many helpful titles to mull over from month to month. I keep track of a 
lot of our weekly discussions in a journal. This process of self growth mapping out I find 
a real experience that I can "have" ov-er and over. I go back and re-read what I wrote about 
my,deepest thoughts, feelings, emotions, musings, experiences, humorous reflections, anec­
dotes, insights, and etc •.•••• - and I can see growth, regressions, needs fulfilled, insights 
into my ow~ thinking and feeling processes- it's useful and helps me to keep myself honest. 

I haie been in some contact with my lawyer and the county mental health department. 
He .has been in contact with the D.A. • s office. I originally had decided to begin the _pjro­
cess of "asking out'' of here during June, sometime. I am not so sure this is what I will 
stiive for. This comes not from what my lawyer or the court feels, but from within me. 
I ~ill be here one year in June. Yet I feel there are still some things I want to consider 
a ~~ttle more here before I feel strongly ready to ask out. So, I am not sure; all I will 
do !is continue to take it all one day at a time! Sound familiar? I keep saying that, but 
now that phrases' meaning comes through clearly for me. I feel that if I work for a certain 
da~e (an arrival point) then my energies will go towards the arrival, and I could forget the 
prdcf.ws of getting there- so I want to be a little more "open ended" about it. I hope this 
letter makes sense- I guess I'm a little "heavy" today. Must be the rainy weather? Please 
pra'y I can maintain a good attitude. There's still much tension around here and we are o­
vercrowded as usual. I promise to remember you and your needs daily in my mind and heart. 
Thanks for your kindness and goodness to me. Hay all go greatly as time goes on! 

Love and prayers and gratitude, 
5737 p 

/ L..1. __ .-e_ -·-·?'-'---·· . .f:.' __ /L --·--
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March 30th, 1982 

Reverend Donald P. Roemer 
Atascadero State Hospital 
Box A 
Atascadero, Ca. 93423 

Dear Pat: 

Easter is the happier for having heard from 
you. Thank you for the letter and the enelo~;~ures. You are 
never far from our thoughts and our prayers. 

It is wonderful that you have kept your spirits 
up through these difficult months, and I know that you are 
open to God's will. May He continue to bless you. 

Have a happy Easter. 

With evecy best wish, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Timothy Cardinal Manning 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

5736 
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Dec. I.<' l. ' ' "l J( Il Cl .._., ._) \).L. "~ .. '-0 

I'VE DECIDED TO DECIDE TO 
REDECIDEWHAT l DECIDED 

THAT I l'..JEEDEI) TO 
REDECIDE, I Tf-Jii'JK. HUT 

BEFORE I REDECIDE, I NEED 
. . . TO DECIDE l10W I AM 

:GOING TO DECiDE TO 
,i : REDECIDE, OR ELSE . . ' 

.. REDECIDINC \V!LL BE A 
DECISION I WILL .HAVE TO 

REDEcio£ BEFORE r CAN 
DECII)E. MY REDECISION. IN 

... ,.;;,;.·;OTHER WORDS THE 
., .... , . I 

REDECISION VliLL COME 
': :: AFTElZ I DECJDE TO 
'•. ·:I!' ,· 

.,1\ED~CIDE ABOUT MY 
. .REDECISION. WHAT'S 
. ;:_;·~·J;·;:-::: .K. E. E , ~ ~· 

··~.,.:;"'····· PINC ME !·ROM 
DECIDING IS THAT I CAN 1T 
DECIDE WHICH DECISION I 

•:F'!:;NEED TO DFCIDE TC' ·.:;;;J,::c .. ···• •. . - ...... - ' .J 

... ·t•:;}(REDECIDE, SO IN THE 
MEANTIME I HAVE DECIDED 

. • ~if'' NOT TO DECIDE TO 
REJt>ECIDE THE O!UCINAL 

DEGISION UNTiL l DECIDE 
TO REDECIDE THE DEC£SION 

NOT TO DECIDE. 
-THE AUTHORS 

. ,., ! ~ . 

and benefit from all that is 

tascndero State Hospital 
Box A, AtascBdero 9~42~ 
May 1, 198?. 

Greetings from the concrete, nuthouse, monastery 
of the north! Actuallj don't let this opening greet­
ing throw you; I do take this place seriously. I also 
try to balance "verything off with a good sense of hu­
mor! 

RCALA 007987 

So much has happened since Easter. The attitudes 
on our ward had gone downhill. Not too many of us have 
really tried to discuss it and bring out the reality of 
what was going on. Four men attempted an escape pro­
cess; one turned himself in, and the whole ward had to 
have emergency discussion sessions. Then, last Monday, 
while one patient was being searched because of a "sup­
posed" drug incident, another patient "discovered" a 
sharp piece of "contraband" metal on his bunk. This 
led to our ward's total "lockdown"; just yesterday the 
doors were once again opened. All this week we were 
in enforced discussion-therapy sessions together. Many 
feelings, emotions, thoughts, ideas were expressed,-
so~e in violent reactions and others in open communica­
tion. It was a tiring, tense, difficult experience. 
But ••• It did work! Patients who hardly ever talk to 
one another sat down and worked things out. Many of us 
worked long hours to write up commitments that would try 
to insure communications and provide real tools so that 
we could together adjust attitudes in ourselves and help 
others' attitudes chonge. Now, we will see if we can tru­
ly work together. I really got a lot from this week altho 
it was a very difficult one. Sometimes I ,just thank God 
that I am here where I am able to really work on myself 

offered despite the discomfort of this "place • 11 

I still work with the Catholic psychologst about 3 hours per week. This has really 
helped me out a lot. My parents visit once a month; I talk to them privately for a while. 
and· then Dr.REDACTED works with all of us in a more "therapeutic" way. This is good since 
one of the problems I have had is this: I need to be "confrontative" with those I really 
love,and care about. This is the commitment I made to the whole ward as part of the reso­
lution stage of the whole problem we have all-had lately. (Every ward member also made a 
specific commitment to our whole body,publicly!) Keeping a good balance between any lei­
sure·;time I can takoti and my therapy and work schedule is a goal I continually am a;o:are of. 

So, my garden in our little ward courtyard keeps me occupied for a 
couple of hours weekly. The spring flowers are coloring the corners 
of the yard and the few ve~etubles 1 planted are desperately strug­
gling to poke up through the rocky, hard soil. 

Before I close,--- I pray and hope all the best for you and 
all you do. I remember you all often as I descend with my mind into 
my heart! Har all you do be successful. Have a great week! 

c,_ " I'~ .. / 
/y:·.--·(.c. '-- ' _..".1..--·L·-l.'><--~-· 5731 ,, ~ / 

-- ! .. ·/ 
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WINGS WEST 837-Q124 

Leave LAX 8:30 e~.m. ·tl.rrlve Son luis Obispo 9:55 a.m. 

leave Son luis 0. 12:30 p.m. Arrive LAX 1:45 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 3:15 p.m. 

This fs BeochcrafM 99 Jet powered 15 passengerk plane 

Fare - $63 each way 
$49 ... Economy (limited number of these seats) 

IMPERIAl AIRliNES 

lEAVE lAX 
Arrtve Son luis 0. 

leave San luis 0. 
Arrive lAX 

(1-800) 542..-6077 

18tl5 a.m. 
9~o.m. 
q {):J 

( 2:30 p.m. 
( 3:~ p.m. 

~·· '}.47 

This is 18 pauenger Turbo Pr2p 
Fore - $61 ~00 each way 

) l0t45 a.m. 
( 11:05 a.m. 
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(Stops at Santa Marie 

II II 

(50 minute flight) non stop 

non stop 
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Paso Robles, 15 miles to north 
.ioo .. LIJLs._O.bi.s_p~~-. IZ. mit~s.Jo_sqytb. 

ATASCADERO STATE HOSPITAL: (Midway between Son Francisco and L.A., 3 miles 
south of Atascadero on Highway I 01. Vi~r1 s parking area provided those traveling 

Visiting Regulations: by cor. 
a. Encouragement given to visfting weekends and holidays. 

If it is whhed to talk to stoff, visits should be scheduled during week. 
VIsiting Hours - 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

b. If staff member is to be contoeted such request should be made when regTstering 
with receptionist. (During work week.,) Suggested that requests for fntervlew 
with staff member be submitted prior to date of vhit, aiiGwfng staff member 
sufficient ttme to arrange his or her schedule. 

c. Ordinarily all vlsfting takes place fn visiting room within ho$pital. Patients 
with grounds prtvt1eges may have visits in picnic area on Saturday_,.~, Sundays, 
Tuesdays and holidays, provldlng weather permtts. Patients not allowed to 
enter private outomobtles. 

d. No artfcle of any kfnd may be given to a pottent or received by a patient without 
prior permission. 

All persons and vehtcles entering grounds are subject to seateh .. 

e. Money ln any form cannot be accepted In visitlng room. Monday through Friday 
lt moy be paid directly Into patient's. account ot the Trust Office, or it may be 
moiled ot any Hme for the patient1s «count. 

f. No items may be passed between visitor and patient (food, cigarettes, cheeks, money, 
medication of any kfnd1 cn~d fegol papers}. legal papers must be given to the 
patient through the Trust Office. 

5729 
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Paso Robles1 15 miles fo north 
esan Luis Obispo, 17 miles to south 

ATASCADERO STATE HOSPITAL: (Midway between San Francisco and L.A., 3 miles 
. .south. of Atascadero on Highway I 01. Visitor's parking area provided those traveling 

Visiting Regulations: by cor. 
a. Encouragement given to visiting weekends and holidays. 

If it is wished to talk to staff, visits should be scheduled during week. 
Visiting Hours - 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

b. If staff member is to be contacted such request should be mode when registering 
with receptionist. (During work week.) Suggested that requests for interview 
with staff member be submitted prior to dote of visit, allowing staff member 
sufficient time to arrange his or her schedule. 

c. Ordinarily all visiting takes place in visiting room within hospital. Patients 
with grounds privileges may hove visits in picnic area on Saturdays , Sundoys1 

Tuesdays and holidays, providing weather permits. Patients not allowed to 
enter private automobiles. 

d. No article of any kind may be given to a patient or received by a patient without 
prior permission. 

All persons and vehicles entering grounds are subject to search. 

e. Money in any form cannot be accepted in visiting room. Monday through Friday 
it may be paid directly into patient's account at the Trust Office, or it may be 
moiled at. any time for the patient's GJCcount. 

f. No items may be passed between visitor and 
medication of any kind, and legal papers). 
patient through the Trust Office. 

patient (food, cigarettes, checks, money, 
Legal papers must be given to the 
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May 25th, 1982 

Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer 
P • 0. Box "A" 
Atascadero, ca. 93423 

Dear Pat: 

I have just come back from the Mass and 
luncheon which we had vith the class of 1970. At the 
prayer of the faithful. and in our dialogue, we thought 
of you and prayed for you. 

Needless to say, we follow with interest 
and coneern the progress that you are making and know that 
you will come through this period with great stature. 

REDACTED 

May God continue to bless you. 

With every best wish, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Timothy cardinal Manning 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

5725 

RCALA 007993 

CCI 002829 



RCALA 00799~ 

CCI 002830 



RCALA 007995 

CCI 002831 



RCALA 007996 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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August 31st, 1982 

Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer 
Box A 
Ataseaderot ca. 93423 

Dear Pat: 

I have recebed your two letters of August 20th 
and 30th. 

W'e share the joy in the progrettJ that you are making 
and hope that. the reetttey will be eX;peditious for you. You 
have been brav~ and patient1 and I know that God has many 
recompenses for you. 

The expre«s$ion you usM, "walk our talk, u I used as 
a theme aver the weekend fo-r a talk on evangelization at 
the Biltmore !{()tel.. It was a std.td.ug slogan.. 

With eveey best wbh and renewed assurance of our 
prayers, I 81ll 

Very sin¢erely yours,_ 

Timothy ca:rd:trull Manning 
Atchbi.hop of Los Angeles 

5718 
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RCALA 008005 

Nov. 13, 1982 

Check poyoble to ATASCADERO STATE : HOSPITAt 

Potient's account 

lower port of check - "For Ac:coont of Donald ~ Patrick Roemer" 

Charge; REliGIOUS PURPOSES. 
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ST. JOHN'S SEMINARY 
5012 EAST 5E:MINARY ROAD 

CAMARILLO, CALIFORNIA 93010 

November 16, 1982 

Rev. Msgr. John A. Rawden 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Msgr. Rawden: 

TELEPHONE 
AREA CODE 805 

482-2755 

In the absence of His Eminence, I am writing to you concerning 
Father Patrick Roemer .. It has come to my attention that he may 
be released toward the end ofi'December and that he will be required 
to liVe within Ventura County. 

I would not, of course, offer him the hospitality of the seminary 
without the approval of His Eminence. I consulted the faculty here, 
and we are all eager to manifest priestly compassion and concern 
toward Father Roemer. The faculty was unanimous in its willingness 
to have Father Roemer stay at the seminary if such be in accord with 
the wishes of His Eminence and the requirements of law. Our facilities 
are limited and we would not have a faculty room available, but it 
seems to me that a student room would be very pleasant in light of 
his present experience. 

I would also find this arrangement to be a very good example to the 
student body, and I believe that Father Roemer's presence among us 
would be in accord with a statement I observed in the proposed code 
to the effect that no difficulties, of the priesthood should be kept 
from seminarians. 

Since l presume that you wi 11 be charged with making arrangements for 
Father Roemer, I wanted you to know that we are eager to be cooperative. 

Fraternallv vours in Christ_ 
REDACTED 

Rector 

· REDACTED 
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November Sfxte.nth 
f 9 8 2 

Thts wUI ocknowlecfue your fetter of ~cent dote for which I am 
indeed most g«mtful. lt WOJ good to f•am thot thing; oftl progreulng reOJOn­
obfy wefl and that you en· ge:tttng ~ tfrne behind )IOU. let us hope that 
the AHiOmmendatlon for wtpotfent status wiU be f®Orobty received ond 
oeted upon, 

Cordtnof Monnfng f• presently fn Wf'Jshlngton ottondtr.g the Bishops' 
Meeting,. end wm go on hom there to PDtne to ott.nd the meetlng coiled by 
the Holy Fother for oft Cardinals. H• h expected back tn tho Chan cety on 
Mmdoy1 No~r 29th. Pteo. be cmu..C thot I witt giw htm your letter. 

REDACTED 

Just ot soon os the Cordlnof returns I wtU tpeok to him about your 
futute nteds whenever you lea~ At(~~. I om tute thot something wUI be 
able to be worked out., In the meontftM_, let us proy thot the good lord will 
cont1nue to tctk• ccrre: of you., t am gotng to try tc otrcnge to go up to see 
you before Chrtstmclt, and wfU let you know bofotehond. 

B 

Proylng for you -every bfesdn;, I remotn 

Sincerely yGUI'l tn Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor Bent. G. Hawkes 
Vlcar General 

boncld Patrtck Roemer 
ATASCADERO STATE HOSPITAL 
Box A 
Ataseodero 93423 
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Dear Pat: 

November Sixteenth 
I 9 8 2 

This wflt acknowledge your fetter of recent dote for which I am 
Indeed most grateful.. It was good to learn that things ore progressing reason­
ably well and that you are getting more tfme behind you. let us hope that 
the recommendation for outpatient status wm be favorably received and 
octed upon. 

Cardinal Manning fs presently fn Washington attending the Bishops' 
Me.tlng, and wtll go on from there to Rome to attend the meeting called by 
the Holy Father for all Cardtnofs. He Is expected back tn the Chan eery on 
Monday, November 29th. Please be assured that I wtH give him your letter. 

REDACTED 

Just os sOOn os the Cordinat returns I wHi speak to htm about your 
future needs whenever you leave Atascodero. I am sure that something will be 
able to be worked out. In the meantrme, let us p;ay that the good lord will 
continue to take care of you. I om going to try to arrange to go up to see 
you before Christmos1 and will let you know beforehand. 

Praying for you every blessing, I rematn 

REDACTED 

Sincerely youn fn Chrtst, 

Reverend Monsignor Benf. G. Hawkes 
Vicar General 

c::;;· 7 Donald Patrick Roemer 
ATASCADERO STATE HOSPITAL 
Box A 
Atascadero 93423 
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11 Second Chance" A Persona i Test ;ny of God Is Mercy... b.~ /at R ... _.ner 

I just finished reading over my journal which _had become 1 ike a close friend during 

my 22 months in a mental hospital. After I finished recalling the pain, struggles and 

joys I found there, tears ~'lelled up in my eyes. I clearly realized that the Lord truly 

had mercy on me. He gave me a second chance. Once a trusted person. I betrayed that 

trust by a serious crime. lrystead of being sentenced to prison, I was sent to a state 

hospital. I used my time there well. motivated by a strong sens.e of God's mercy. r be­

nefitted from the treatment and was freed in 22 months. 

He Made His Home .With fl'le 

Before my time in the· hospital, I recall how critical and even condemnatory I was 
~ . . . tu 

.. 
·· of other peoples' fault~. I read the newspapers. for example, and was very quick to cr.i- • 

ticize another's wrongd'oing. I can see that until 'I had experienced the lord's mercy 

towards '.!!!- aild I was the one needing his mercy and forgiveness all along- I never ac .. 
I 

tua 11 y had any true empathy and mercy for anyone else. I t 1 ke to 1 oak on mercy as the 

gift of God "being present" to me, i.e., the lord "making His home w1th me." This is 

\•:hy the story of Zacchaf,us. 

a public sinner, climbed a tree to see the lord. Jesus met him where he 11was at, 11
- a 

sinner 1n need of mercy. He told him "Hurry down. Zacchaeus. because I must stay at 

your house today." Jesus loved him and made his home with him. To me, this is what Je-

sus dtd for me. He did not turn me away~ He,. made his home with me through all the 

difficult experiences I was encountering. 1 felt His merciful presence and knew 1 was 
., 

not alone and because of this, I prog·ress.ed. 

Making Room far Others· in My Heart 

Since I received His,mercy as a gift, I can now ex~end to others what I first re­

ceived. Believe me, when I find another person in need of the mistakes they have made, I_. 

can feel a 1 ittle of wh'lt they feel and be a mer·cHul person in dealing with them. This 

experience reminds me of "nospital1ty. 11 Ho~pitality means making room for someone in your 

heart. so to speak. The Lord made room for me in His heart~ he shar~d my house. Now I 
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can be hospitable to anyone who comes to'me with a need. I can find room in my heart 

for them and reach out to them 1n any way I can. 

There were times that I felt tempted to give it all up and toss in the towel, 

clam.-up, and no longer participate in therapy sessions. It was then that I recalled 

how easily I could now be sitting in prison whe,e there is no chance for help. Most 

of the time. my attitude was pos·aive wince I experienced the Lord's mercy as a "sec­

ond chance." In the hospital. I could get help.· Prison would have meant more suffer­

ing and possibly death. 1 felt that God •s mercy was spoken through my judge•s final . ~ 

words at my last hear1ng'when he said "If any man could benefit from tr.eatment, t.his 
'···'" . ·, .·. . 

man can... I will never f()rget that. How good and ·merciful 1s the Lord. 

One Day at a Time 
.· .. ;., 

One of the most r~J,e~~nt experiences that I reme19ber was 1 earning to take things 

just one day at a time. ·,$9me days seemed like a~ eternity as I delved into myself .and 

faced areas of my life ~ha~: I had tried to forget for so long. The therapeutic pro­

cess seemed endless: I ha4 so many problems. ·However, the more I looked to the front 

. door (release) and was not true to the daily process of growth, the harder 1t got. 

As I relaxed more and more and took things one day at a time, my attitude changed. I 

can.. .. honestly say that my realization that God was ''with me 11 motivated me to accept my­

self and freed me to work on my problems and not worry about "getting out." This re­

alization buoyed me up and enabled me to face the ~of each day and thus gradually 

begin to grow into the .person He had. oritinally called me to be. 

The Grace~Filled Circle of Mercy 

In the Beatitudes Jeuus does. say that mercy will come to those who give .t.t .• (Mat­

thew 5:1). It seems to me that a beautiful cycl,e fsbegun and continued 1n all of this. 

I feel and receive the Lord •s mercy; now I can· reach out and ~hare what I received as 

a g1ft w1th others. If I then give th1s mercy ~s,.a gift, ·I will again receive 1t. I 

need mercy, and ·I receJve.1t. I give 1t, and.redEtve itagain. This is the opposite 

of the 11 Vicious circle~·~ .. an end to the Old Testam~nt law of retaliation,-''An eye for 

an eye, a tooth for a tb'Qth.,11 This is what we can call a 11 grace-f11led 11 circle. "Hap­

PY are those who are merciful to others, God will be merciful to them• How beautiful. 
. ; , •. -f. . . 

How can I practiee this mercy? I find that the evening news 1s a good place to 

start. We are always hear'ing about murderers, thieves. rapists and sQIIIetimes I find 

it easy to start c:ondemni,ng and assigning them' to prison, hell, and other places. Wcw, 

and here l was once myself in front of a judge. How can I ever aess judgement on. 

others? Because I have personally experienced God's mercy, I am far less critical of"· 

others in trouble. I "fell" but was offered through God's mercy a chance to p1ck~y­

self up and live again. 
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Give freely What You Have Received Freely 

A few statements from lily journal may help to illustrate my feelings a 1 ittl e more 

in detail: 

••r note that for the firs;f time I can tell about 'my inner fears and accept them as such 

and not be so judgemental a:nd condemnatory of myse.lf: Thank God, I have this chance, 

maybe God's mercy 1s being accepted as a gift." 

"I have many painful feelings ,:and thoughts about myself. I find it hard to accept that 

I did ~ffend and hu!"t many people. I judge myse,1 f ve,.Y cna.elly and tend to give myself 

many reasons for not loving myself and to feel sorry and have loads of self pity. This 

will not help me to grow at all. I can be a loving p~rson, caring and sensitive, yet 

my actions were not that way. I need to learn the meaning of "'ature, adult love." 

On some particularly difficult days, I used to reflect on the little things in 
I 

life that 1 began to appreciate as never before •••••••• 

"One thfng 1 noted lately •• all the little gleams of joy that come from experiencing 

the little things ••• The beauty of rain and a few flo•ers ·in the cracks of the court­

yard concute and th"t REDA~TED 

gave me a 1 ittle plant and flower book yesterday. I so much enjoy and appreciate these 

little gestures. In here,. 1t's these things that uem to awaken my feelings that 

things are okay and God is s.o very good to me. 11 

I was so fortunate. to have many friends visit m~ whil' at the hoap1taJ. I 

wrote: 11 I am overwhelme<i,: wi:th a feeling of jqy and gratitude that I have many people 

outside of this place who.call for me. God'.smercy is so full. 11 

I offer theft! thou'ghts and refl.ect1ons as ;a way to help you personally reflect 

on God •s mercy in ~our 1 He• 1 am sure that my tho'tghts could be repeattd over and 

ver as the experiences of .. so.:many people regaf"'d1ng the special ways God has shown. His 
. . 

mercy. 

The important thing is to recall Godls mercy and to be grateful.· Then ••••••••• 

give as a gift what you and I have .received as a gift. May we all be blessed in our 

efforts to do just that. 

G.ive thanks to the Lord. for He 1 s good. His mercy endures forever. 
' 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Monsignor Rowden 

Monsignor Connoll~ 
Pat Roemer 

January 5, 1983 

The Cardinal suggested that an appropriate residence which might be 
considered for Pat Roemer in the Ventura County area would be the St. John of 
God facility in Ojai. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED ' 

f}l. '· REDACTED - I 

v b'· po 

.I 
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Dear Pat: 

January Twenty Fourth 
1 9 8 3 

In case you have not yet contacted 
the Brothers of St. John of God at Ojai con­
cerning the possibility of stating with them, their 
address is as follows: 

REDACTED 
St. Joseph's Convalescent Hosp1~a~ 
2464 East Ojai Avenue 
Ojai, C~lifornia 93023 
Phone: REDACTED 

REDACTE~ o~DACTED and I were delighted 
to see you looking so well and looking forward to 
possible release in the not too distant future. 

Trusting that this finds you will, and 
with personal regards, I remain 

REDACTED 

Sincerely yours, 

Reverend Monsignor Benj. G. Hawkes 
Vicar General 

Donald P. Roemer 
Atascadero State Hospital 
Box A 
At:~rscadaro, CalifDrnia 93422 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: CARDINAL MANNING 

FROM: MONSIGNOR RAWDEN 

DATE: FEBRUARY 28, 1983 

RE: PATRICK ROMER 

REDAC~ED REDACTED called my office this morning to inform us 
that Father Romer's hearing is set for this Thursday, March 3, 1983. 

REDAC~ED EDACTED is going to attend the hearing and will 
report the results to my office on Thursday afternoon. 
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To _________ --=----

Date :2. - e;l.. &'""' ~-..3 Time 9": 0-~ 
WHILE YOU WERE OIIT 

REDACTED~EDACTED 
M_ / --

"0,.,, •' I'J n /? 'A. , ' )";'- ,:_..,. ~--'-: ; -ofVU=?t..i 0 ~'&'¥--v-~-~ t-".---c---t !-•·L.i,- .................... -Gr;, 

Phone _;_----,,-,-------=-------
Area Code Number Extension ·-

TELEPHONED 

CALLED TO SEE YOU ......... 0 
WANTS TO SEE YOU ... , ... -... 0 
RETURNED YOUR CALL ...... 0 
PLEASE RETURN CALL ... : ... 0 
WILL CALL AGAIN ........... 0 
URGENT .................... 0 

U) 'L-ft if;; ' - _A . ) / ......, i• - _4../ I " (? /J ,J'J, 1. 
Message 'A- . -_- ··--Lt? 1-{. "'.U'' , <{iilL, • <j · ~~-t--1--~ 

t?&72r U/w_.t ,?)ffi • - 4 ~tr.a-U.ct.L -
if t'-0,1 J..~..r_ a .. ·)v -~'Ct::&t6 f~u_ 
-·o::}.LU_ '_,~f~_eu-:V 
~•VII t~t~' -­

REDACTED -------
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

CARDINAL MANNING 

MONSIGNOR RAWDEN 

FEBRUARY 28 i 1983 

PATRICK ROMER 

REDACTED EDACTED ealled my office this morning to tnform us 
that Father. Romer's hearing is let for this Thursday, March 3, 1983. 

REDACTED ~EDACTED ts going to attend the hearing and will 
report the results to my office on Thursday afternoon. 

3-.3-8''­
REDACTEREDACTED 

~ (;, . - --+, a- /~~EDACTED 

REDACTED 
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MEMORANDUM 

RE: REV. DONALD P. ROEMER 

DATE:3 MARCH 1983 

Today REDACT~D ~EDACTED called the office to inform us that the 

Roemer case had been put back for another week, when they will 

clarify the status - either D.M.S.O or Criminal Code. 

REDACTED ~EDACTED. will call back next week when he hears the 

results of the case. 
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To _________________________ ~~~--------
Date _..::::-9:::__-_,_/_c:)_---_· _P_0 ___ Time ff,.' /t.S_.. 

WHILE YOU WERE OUT 
.REDACTEcREDACTED 

M ) 

of J..e~cu 
Phone _REDACTED ~EDACTED 

Area Code ---:N:-:-u-m"-:-b-er----=E-xt-en_s,...io_n ___ _ 

TELEPHONED ................ ~ 
CALLED TO SEE YOU ......... 0 

WANTS TO SEE YOU .......... 0 
RETURNED YOUR CALL 0 
PLEASE RETURN CALL ......• 0 
WILL CALL A GAl N ........... 0 
URGENT 

FORM 91 

associated stationers & print~rs (213) 622-4162 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

CARDINAL MANNING 

MONSIGNOR RAWDEN 

MARCH 11, 1983 

PATRICK ROMER 

REDACTED <EDACTED telephoned my office yesterday morning to 
inform us the next hearing is set for Tue$doy, March 29th. 

REDACTED REDACTED plans to attend th& hearing and Inform US of the 
results. 

REDACTED 
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Father Donald P. Roemer 

• i 
\......o-.....1.... 1-s. ·'Ui . . 

~ tc:.tG'~·..! ..... ~ 
.~ .. ~ .. \t. ~ 
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.MEMJRANDUM 

TO: CARDINAL MANNING 

FROM: MONSIGNOR RAWDEN 

RE: FATHER PATRICK ROEMER 

DATE: 29 MARCH 1983 

Your Eminence: 

REDACTED ~EDACTED called this morning to inform us 

that the Roemer case will continue until 11 April 1983,as 

there was no report sent from the hospital. 
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FROM: 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 

MONSIGNOR RAWDEN 

CARDINAL MANNING 

RE: 

DATE: 

REV. DONALD PATRICK ROEMER 

13 APRIL 19133 

Your Eminence: 
This day REDACTED ~EDACTED called to inform us 

that Father Roemer will be leaving Atascadero, and. will 

be staying at St. Joseph Hospital, Ojai. He has been 

released on his own recoqnizance. 

A hearing will take place on Thursday, 12 May 1983, 

with two possibilities: jail or probation. 

The name of the Deputy District Attorney is Joseph Taylor. 
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SAINT JOSEPH'S CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL 

HOSPITALLER BROTHERS 

P.O. Box 760 _ 2464 EAST OJAI AVENUE OJAI, CALIFORNIA 93023 

Phone (Area 805) 646-146.6 
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Dear Pat: 

April Twenty First 
1 9 8 3 

May I take this opportunity to thank 
you for your letter of last Monday. Needless to say, 
I was pleased to know that you were settled at Sty 
Joseph~s. Your attorney had advised me that your 
parents were going to piok you up and make certain 
you arrived o.k. Just as soon as you learn the 
decision made on May 12th we will be in much better 
position to determine.your needs at that time • 

. . I am going out of the country for the 
first ten days in May but will be back in the office 
on the 13th. Continue to enjoy your stay at St. 
Joseph's. It is certainly a beautiful area. 

Praying for you every blessing, 
I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor Benj. G. Hawkes 
Vicar General 

REDACTED 

Pat Roemer 
ST. JOSEPH'S CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL 
P. o. Box 760 
Ojai, California 93023 
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To ____________________________________ ___ 

Date_lf'--·_--=.;1_~0.::...--_-_::cg'-...:;-~ _________ Time ____ _ 

\A/UIIl: Vl"\11 IAI<-RE OUT 
.REDACTED 

M_ 

otWV~~ 
Phone _REDACTED 

Area Code Number Extension 

TELEPHONED ................ ~ 
CALLED TO SEE YOU ......... 0 
WANTS TO SEE YOU ......... 0 
RETURNED YOUR CALL 

PLEASE RETURN CALL 

WILL CALL AGAIN 

URGENT 

REDACTED 
FORM 91 Operator 

associated stationers & printers (213) 622·4162 
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THE CHANCERY OFFICE 

1531 West Ninth Street 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 900l 5 

~n r ~-

~~· t:S.e. r..J't./)J:}.._. 

~ 
,..,_ - ~ 

--::::::::. . 

Reverend Patr~ck R .._ oemer 
St. Joseph's Convalescent 
P.O. Box 760 Hospital 

Ojai, Ca. 93023 
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TO: CARDINAL MANNING If.> ,_,.-

/.·ti 

/\, 
FROM: MONSIGNOR RAWDEN 

RE: FATHER ROMER 

DATE: MAY 26, 1983 

REDACTED ~EDACTED telephoned my office 
at 1:15 pm today to inform us on the outcome of 
today's hearing, it lasted three hours. There 
was a Dr. REDACTED. present at the hearing. 

The judge gave Father Romer a suspended sentence 
with ten years probation. He will be reporting 
regularly to Mr. REDACTED Ventura Co. 
Probation Office. 

Father Romer was informed that he would be subject 
to "Search and Seizure" with out warning. 

Secondly, that he must be accompanied by another 
adult if he goes anywhere there are children. 

Third, Father Romer must make restitution for court 
costs as follows: $1,260 for the REDACTED Case and 
$1,770 for the~~~~I~-- Case. The Judge, however 
did not close that part of the case, so there is a 
possiblity some of the other parents may come for­
ward. 

The review hearing is scheduled for Monday, November 
21, 1983. 

REDACTED 
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children gets probation 
. · · < .Sy Gregg Zotoya 1ested by Roemer several· mornhs 

earlier. 
A Thousand Oaks priest convicted Her son told her that, during a 

in 1981 for child molestation today church-sponsored camping trip in San 
was given 10 ye~r: of ·strictly super- Bernardino County, he was molested 
vised probd.tion. . at night in the cot where he was 

The Rev. Patrick Roemer, 38, of St. sleeping. . . 
Paschal Baylon Catholic Church, was She quoted her son as· saying: "As 
given a suspended prison. term of he (Roemer) was talking about how 
eight years and three months and wonderful God was ... he started 
placed on probation by Superior moving his hands down into my 
Court Judge Robert Shaw. pants." · 

Shaw noted that Roemer had al- The woman said her son felt some-
. ready served two years in custody at thing was wrong with him. that he 

Atascadero State Hospital, where he had done a terrible thing. 
was committed after his conviction in The parents entered their sons in 
1981. He molested the children in therapy programs, but several said 
1980. they can no longer afford the pay, 

In addition, Deputy District Attot- ments. All the parents talked about 
ney Joe Taylor s~ccess~ully _s?ught how the molestations ·had changed 
restitution for the vtctlms famthes to their children's personalities, and 

·help parents pay.for therapy. their own views of the church. 
Testimony today by several of ''Did you look to the church .. .for 

those parents was very critical of the support, help and assistance?" Tay-
Catholic archdiocese. lor asked one mother. 

The parents testified about their "I ctid," the woman answered. '"I 
' children's suffering, and blamed· the called Catholic Social Services and 
·Catholic Church for· doing nothing to told them. And they said they 
·~help them. · . couldn't get involved. · 
-~- "We thought the church W~>Uld step "In fact, I wrote a very long, 
'forward and say, 'Hey,.what can we appealing letter to Cardinal ITimo­
:do to help?' But they haven't done a thyl Manning, and I gota brief note 
damn thing," said the father of a l4- back from his secretary ·saying they 
year-old boy who was molested by would pray for us .. .I was heartbro-
Roemer. ken." 

D1.1ring a tense moment this morn- . _ . . 
one mother testified that Then she added: ···After t\v·o yearS, 

son finally told her, on they <church officials) . .done 
D 980 bo t be. g nothim!," ·' ay_ 1 , a u _ m m.o- ~ 
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Jbplaill~· wlien.Nortluidge Civic 
annoUnCed plans' to cover 

Wan wi~·- gigari~c mu­
' colored nudes ,started· ap-

~lidents near the 10-by-97~foot. 
wall.angrily called the 

everi wanted to call the 

D. U:te. IJaessa,gre of the ~ting is .to . 
· · tl).at yotl 6an have 

are willing to work 
Jle •COt;nplairitts.~mdled.". 

· Parlh~nia Street. the mural features pow¢ul 
symbols of perSOnal growth, spiritual renewal 
and d~cation toward a goal-traditional 
themes fu Mexico, where· Pueblo learned his 

. Craft. 

"Juan came up with a topic primarily 
designed tO help yourigsters.·avoid-the frustra­
tions that can lead to involvement with gangs," 
said one of the mural's ·three h~ad painters, 
Augustfue Bravo, 28, of Van Nuys, "that they 

. should reach for a better tomorrow." 
Local youngsters, 9ome of them street-gang 

members, · lent· a hand ·patching holes arid 
painting. 

-'~:By:· inyiti~g the. pub~~ tc paint 11~vit.h us,." 
. Pueblo said, "we turned this into a ·cultural 
. movemenU' . 

Pro~t sponsors inciuded the co~ty ne~ 
pat:tment . of Mental Health, the . Los Angeles 
City Mural Project, Neighborhood Approach to 
Positive· Action, the Kiwarus Club of North­
ridge, Napa Slfeet Elementary SchooL and the • 
Los Angeles Police Department. · 

' . . . 

Times phot9graph~ · 
by Joel P. Lugavere 

RCALA 008051 

-LOllS SAHAGUN Artist Juan Pueblo: 

Convicted ·Priest Named in Earlier Molestations 
. . . . . ~-

•·•. RecQfds· Show Roemer Admitted Homosexual Acts With .Santa Barbara lloys. ·· 
~y JAMES QmNN, Ti.mes Sta.ffWriter 

. A former Thousand·Oaks i>.ansh priest Roezmir, known affectionately a.S "Fa-
who Ia.St week was .placed on' 10 years thex:!. Pat" to yout~ he counseled at St. 
probation for molesting 15 local bciys has · ·pascJial· Bayloh 'Catholic Church in .Thou-
·admitted to.molesting ap,eqtia+·immber'•of sand Oaks from 1978 to 1981, pleaded no 
youngsters during an earlier aSsignment in contest iii 1981 ·to three felony counts of 
Santa Barbara, according tO Court docti'- child molestation. He also signed a confes-

. menta. , . · · · . . ·son adn.itti.;;.g to mol!3sUng 12 vt..'le.t ooys 
The . Rev. Donald Patrick ROemer, · a · ages 6 toJ 4 iri the Cohejo Valley. · · · 

39-year-old admitted homasexual; report:. For the J)ast two years, Roemer, .who 
,.edly made the new: · admisSion. during remains a priest, has been· Underg~ing 
Interviews with Ventura County·Probatiori court~ordered treatment at Atascadero 
·Department staff members prior to his : State Hospital aimed at' reorienting his 
8entencing. :by VentUra ·Superior Court sexual .interest away from boys to adult 
'Robert L. Shaw. · · · males. · 
.. .According to the interviews, Roemer At last week's hearing, Atascadero offi-
:admitted molesting about. 15 young boys cials said Roemer had made substantial' 
,during assignments at twoSanta Barbara~ progre!IS and should be released under 
.area Ciitholic parishes between 1970 and . strictprobation. · 
1978. · :', · • Shaw approved a plan under . which 

~
~ · In pre-sentencing 'interviews, ·Roemer Roemer will live in a secluded Woodland 
also told probation officers-that· he twice Hills guest house and work at a West Los 
sought help from priest-counselors in San- Angeles religious bookstore. 
ta Barbara and that he told the counselors While turping ·aside a prosecution re-
about his child molestation. ' · ' quest that Roemer be sentenced to a year in 

r: No charges were filed in Santa Barbara I 'jail, Shaw imposed a suspended sentence of 
~against Roenler, according to Ventura 8 years, 4 months. The judge 'said the 
l-County prosecutors. 1 sentence would be carried out if Roemer 
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~ECURITY: \tolunt~ry;, 
. t . ' . ' . 

!oDtlDued from Flnt Pare . · ' 
mwillingness iil the past to pay for eXtra security. 

The council has approved a cotnmittee tecommerida· 
.ion that such an oi'dinaricebe drafted. There will be a •. 
)Ublic hearing before the council-votes. on ihe ordi ~ 
nance, Bemsoiaald. : . · . · · • .. · 

.A spokesman for t.os· Angeles Police Chlef Paiil F. 
Gates saJd' the police department w0uld not oppose 
Bernson's ordinance but would· be more enth\.18iastlc 
about It if city police officers were golng to provide the 
extra securlty.. · · · · · · · 

'May Be Onl,- Practleal opuon~- . . .. . . ~' 

,~,!-t!!.I\.!W!·Yl.,l\e, 

RCALA 008052 

-'LAS-VIRGJ 
.)!«~tares· 12 

•· .. <1.', I .. 

. \ :COritlnuecl from Ftnt Pal 
. -~ that the;district erred th a 

· offwhile skipping over ot 
~ .. :Boa~d; members sald · 

.. 'layoff Uet had nothlngJ; 
•. ~· i'ullng,nowever~ ....• 
· · ·... • DiStrict' leaders said 

' · · c adifOO.. ~·:their budget tr 
.,..,.,.,t., ll .. vi .. A'. by the· sbc~month•old L 

· .. -'dation;.an · · 

"It may be the only practic~l opt!ori BernsOn hasibut · 
it is not the most desirable one,'' ,Wd William BOOth; the 
department spokesman. · · · · 

Bernson said he, toO, woWd prefer to use. city pOlice · ne<~em~rll;,ihfn~.t;~i~~ v!uuc~·QJr·.q}JilYB ~~~NI~r.lly 
officer!. But. he and other local officials silid they are not.· 
Sl.Jre wh~ther state law pef:niiur:the s~l~tive employ-­
ment. of t:ity police to. patfol<'i:l;~ighbo!h~ whose ' 
residents are wUU.ng to.pay extra. · . . . , .. 

''It ' would mean· that ;niore affluent cominunitl~$ · 
would ~.able to. avail· _themselves. of. something that 
poorer neighborho<idB co~dn't afford, and that could . 
lead to ~an accusation of .unequal protection· under the ·.· 
law," sajd JamesWilll~ms. director or intergovernmen.-

Continued from Flnt Pare 
of their sons' reports of .moles1,atton but that no action 
was taken against ROemer. 

Deputy Dlst. .Atty. Joseph E .. Taylor ~aid that 
''subsequent to church officials being notified, atleast 11 
more boys were molested." . . . 
· .A iJ)Okeswoman at St. Paschal said O'Ryan: :WeB Qn . 

extenr;ied ·leave and unavailable . for . comment. .. The 
pastor previously dec_llned coinmerit in the ease. .. . . . ·. 
. During his three years at St. Paschal's; Roemer was • 
widely praised for his work with children and some-

. times was asked by looal pOiice . to counsel· troubled 
youths. · · · 
: The Conejo Valley ParentTeacher A{lsn. awarded him:. 
its 1980 Honorary Service Award t,or ·his work M 
counselor to children and organizer of youth act!Vttie8~ 

After Roemer's arrest in January, 1981, parents began 
a letter-writing car.npalgn on his behalf, accusing pollee 
and prosecuU>rs or being too quick to believe Roemer's 
youthful accusers. 

At t.he priest's preliminary hearing, a handfUl • of 
parents physically. shielded Roemer from reporter&. One 
· woman screamed at. a photographer .seektrig to take the ·. 
priest's picture. . · · · · · · ··· · 

In defending Roemer, parents contended that priests 
who work with young boys are frequently the Vict!m.s of' 
molestation accusations; · · : ·. ..··•··· ;:. .. _, :. 

Such .support ceased Within lO,.days of;'Roemer'•·. 
arrest, however, when Dist. Atty. -Michael·Bradbuiy 
released a confeBB!on · slgried by Roemer deta:lling • the ..• 

COMPUTER: Charges 
Fly Over CompuPIU.s' 
... __ .. _,,...., 1 ...... 4tlt Pal'e 

···-- .... 1 
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Cardinal Timothy Manning 
and 

REDACTED ~EDACTED 

1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Brothers, 

June 13, 1983 

You who were ordained to serve our needs have done us an ill service in the 
case cited in the attached copy of a newspaper clipping. When I read this account 
in our local Star-Free Press in late May, I set about investigating as well as I 
could the truth of the assertions, refusing during my search an invitation to 
comment on the issue throug~he media. I assured the reporter that I was involv­
ing myself in the issue in the way I think best. 

Now that I have looked into the situation, I see this as a classic example of 
the Good Samaritan PaT-il ble: in this case a bishop, a priest and a social worker 
passing by looking in disgust at the victims covered with blood, dirt, vomit and. 
seminal fluid, the three keeping their ecclesiastical garments clean and clutching 
protectively the communal purse. Whether any lay person, except the district at­
torney and a newspaper reporter came to these people's aid I have yet to learn. 

I am ashamed of the actions of my bishop and of Catholic Social Services in 
this case ( and I recall now the recent child abuse case by a nun in the diocese, 
where the family had to resort to the courts after being refused help through the 
chancery office.) I have reviewed my own life and brought to recollection my own 
sins of fear, insensitivity, hypocrisy and idolatry, so I can say to you lovingly, 
"Dear Brothers" and ask God to complete the work of forgiveness in me. 

One of the tasks I need to do to see that this does not happen again in the 
Catholic community is to confront you with my thoughts and feelings. I am grate­
ful that St. James advises us to do this privately at least in the first instance. 
n: .... ·e to a mild Parkinson's disease, I cannot drive to Los Angeles for appointments 
with you, so I must use the mail. My accomodating agnostic husband ( I am a con­
vert to the church after my marriage) would probably drive me to the city, but I 
chose not to ask him to do so, since he ~h·~~quixotic to attempt to have any in­
fluence on the bureaucracy of the church. 

I have been given to understand that Fr. Roemer has had some support from 
the clergy and I pray that you will stand by him in the difficult days ahead. I 
am told that Fr. or REo~cTECREDACTED has had even more fraternal help in his burn out 
experience, and I hope you will act wisely in his regard. But where is any con­
cern by the clergy for the victims of Fr. Roemer's disorder and for their under­
standably angry and confused parents? 
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Please do not ask your secretaries to reply to this letter. It is address­
ed to you personally and I prefer no acknowledgement of it to one by an aide, and 
please do not tell me about the legal dangers of involving the church in this 
issue. I have been long married to REDACTED and know about la~. suits and law­
yers• games, but I also know about integrity and something about the creative 
power and readiness of the Holy Spirit to help us find ways to behave as Chris­
tians. I beg you to find a way to help these justifiably angry and confused 
parents whom you have injured by your rejection, and I ask you to apologize to 
the community whom you have offended by acting as you have in your official 
capacities in this case. 

May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to 
everlasting life. 

Sincerely, 
REDACTED 

St. Anthony of Padua, pray for us 
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Vent11ra CotiJtl!f 

Star~Free Press 
5250 RALSTON STREET. P.O. BOX 6711. VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 93006. TELEPHONE (805) 656·4111 

Cardinal Timothy Manning 
The Chancellery Office 
1531 W. Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, ca. 90015 

Dear Cardinal Manning: 

June 22, 1983 

A particularly sensitive issue was raised recently in a Ventura County court 
case dealing with a Catholic priest. It begs for a response from the Arch­
diocese and we would hope an interview with you might be possible. 

During a hearing before Ventura County Superior Court Judge Robert Shaw on 
Thursday, May 26, the Rev. Donald Patrick Roemer was sentenced for the crime 
of child molestation. He was placed on a program of supervised probation. 

Just before the sentencing, five parents of children who were victims of 
Roemer testified about how these young boys have dealt with problems stem­
ming from the crimes. A cotmnon theme dominating this testimony was a dis­
illusionment and disappointment with the Catholic Church for its purported 
failure to offer these families anv assistance in the two years since the 
crimes occurred. Said REDACTED _, whose 14-year-old son REDACT~_D had been 
molested by Roemer: "We thought the church would step forward and say, 'Hey, 
what can we do to help?' But they haven't done a damn thing." 

During another portion of the hearing, Ventura COunty Deputy District Attorney 
Joe Taylor. asked REDACTED , whose son REDACTED was another victim: "Did 
you look to the church ••• for support, help and assistance?" She replied: "I 
did. I called Catholic Social Services and told them. And they said they 
couldn't get involved. In fact, I wrote a very long appealing letter to 
cardinal Manning, and I got a brief note back from his secretary saying they 
would pray for us. • • • I was heartbroken." 

The testimony during the hearing was the subject of a front-page story in the 
Star-Free Press on May 26. After the hearing, Mrs.REDACTED and Mr. and Mrs. 

REDACTED of Thousand Oaks, the parents of two other boys, REDACTED and REDACTED 

who were victimized by Roemer, visited the offices of the Star-Free Press to 
expand on their frustrations with the church. We have not publicized these 
further allegations and will not without first giving the church a chance to 
re£pond. 

Since the publication of the May 26 article on the Rev. Roemer's sentencing, 
we have received feedback from Catholics in Ventura County who have expressed 
surprise and disbelief that the church has reportedly done nothing for these 
parents or their children. 

We would like to set the record straight. Has the parish or Archdiocese 
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Cardinal Timothy Manning -2- June 22, 1983 

considered action to assist the victims of these unfortunate crimes? Is Mrs. 
REDACTED statement correct that she failed to receive a full reply to her 

appeal for assistance? 

We believe that a full and fair airing of the story is important to allay 
concerns raised by the courtroom statements of these distraught parentso We 
respectfully request that you grant an interview with a reporter from the 
Star-Free Press, at your convenience. 

If you wish to arrange an interview, please contact City Editor Timm Herdt 
at (805) 656-4111. 

SW:rm 

Respectfully, 

Stan Whi:;;enhunt 
Managing Editor 
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/ Vmtura Cou11ty 

Star-trFree Press 
5250 RALSTON STREET. P.O. BOX 6711. VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 93006, TELEPHONE (805l 656·4111 

June 22, 1983 

Cardinal Timothy Manning 
The Chancellery Office 
1531 W. Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90015 

Dear Cardinal Manning: 

A particularly sensitive issue was raised recently in a Ventura County court 
case dealing with a catholic priest. It begs for a response from the Arch­
diocese and we would hope an interview with you might be possible. ' 

During a hearing before Ventura County Superior Court Judge Robert Shaw on 
Thursday, May 26, the Rev. Donald Patrick Roemer was sentenced for the crime 
of child molestation. · He was placed on a program of supervised probation. 

Just before the sentencing, five parents of children who were .victims of 
Roemer testified about how these young boys have dealt with.problems stem­
ming from the cr~roes. A common theme dominating this testimony was a dis­
illusionment and disappointment with the Catholic Church for itlil purported 
failure to offer these famili~s anv assistance in the two years since the 
crimes occurred. SaidREDACTED whose 14-year-old sonREDACTEDha¢1 been 
molested by Roemer: "We thought the church would step forward and say·, 'Hey, 
what can we do to help?' But they haven't done a damn thing." 

During another portion of the hearing, Ventura County.Deputy District Attorney 
Joe Taylor asked REDACTED whose son REDACTED was another victim: "Did 
you look to the church .••• for support, help and assistance?" She replied: "I 
did. I called catholic Social Services and told them. And they said they 
couldn't get involved. In fact, I wrote a very long appealing letter to 
cardinal Manning, and I got a brief note back from his secretary saying they 
would pray for us. • • • I was heartbroken." · · 

The testimony during the hearing was the'subject of a front-page story in the 
Star-Free Press on May 26. After the hearing, Mrs.REDACTEDand Mr. and Mrs. 

REDACTED of Thousand Oaks, the parents of bfo other boys, REDACTED 

who were victimized by Roemer, visited the offices of the Star-Free Press to 
expand on their frustrations-with the church. We have not publicized these 
further allegations and will not without first giving the church a chance to 
respond. 

Since the publication of the May 26 article on the Rev. Roemer's sentencing, 
we have received feedback from Catholics in Ventura County who have expressed 
surprise and disbelief that the church has reportedly done nothing for these 
parents or their children. 

We would like to set the record straight. Has the parish or Archdiocese 
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Cardinal Timothy Manning -2- June 22, 1983 

considered action to assist the victims of these unfortunate crimes? Is Mrs. 
REDACTED statement correct that she failed to receive a full reply to her 

appeal for assistance? 

We believe that a full and fair a~r1ng of the story is important to allay 
concerns raised by the· courtroom statements of these distraught parentsa We 
respectfully request that you grant an interview with a reporter from the 
Star-Free Press, at your convenience. 

If you wish to arrange an interview, p1ease contac·t City Edltor Timm Herdt 
at (805) 656-4111. 

SW:rm 

Respectfully, 

·j 1 , I " 
__};tc~ LLlkc~~-~JkiJ 
Stan Whisenhunt 
Managing Editor 
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REDACTED 

June 27, 1983 

Ventura County Star Free Press 
5250 Ralston Street 
P.O. Box 6711 
Ventura, CA. 93006 

Attention: Mr. Stan Whisenhunt, Managing Editor 

Dear Mr. Whisenhunt: 

Cardinal Manning has referred to me for reply your letter to him 
of June 22, 1983. As you may remember I represented Father 
Patrick Roemer in the matter before Ventura County counsel 
was engaged. There are some facts which I think you should be 
aware of and which I think will answer the inquiries contained 
in your letter: (1) Father REDACTED the co-administrator 
of Father Roemer's parish contacted the parents of every child 
involved and expressed his sympathy and willingness of the church 
to be of assistance (2) Early in the case before any of the 
arraignment proceedings were conducted, at the instructions 
of the Chancery Office, I contacted as many of the parents as 
would speak with me. Some refused because the District Attorney 
requested them not to discuss the matter with me. This is no 
criticism of the District Attorney. He was simply fulfilling 
his responsibilities as the prosecutor in the case and his 
refusal is understood. However, among those I talked with was 
the lady who testified in court that when she requested help 
from the Archdiocese she was told by letter that they would 
pray for her. I talked with this lady about April 2, 1981 
before her request and she advised me that she had medical 
expenses that were close to $500.00 and that she would like to 
have help from the church. I passed this on to His Eminence 
Cardinal Manning. He had a check for $500.00 sent to her and the 
letter of transmittal said in part "we are attaching a 
check for $500.00. This hopefully will assist you in paying for 
your maternity costs. The genuine concern for the Church, 
its ministers and its people is deeply appreciated. We shall 
indeed keep a prayerfull rememberance for you." 

I ask you)does this put a different face on the story as you 
had it heretofore? And you note she was asking for personal 
medical help - nothing for her son! 

5628 

RCALA 008060 

CCI 002899 



To Mr. Stan Whisenhunt 
of Ventura County Star Free Press 
June 27, 1983 
Page 2 

Furthermore, I have been discussing with Father Roemer's 
probation officer the matter of psychiatric expenses that 
Judge Shaw has ordered Father Roemer to pay. Although this 
is basically Father Roemer's responsibility he is without 
funds and I have arranged for Father to cover his responsi­
bilities under the court order. · 

For your information as far as I know there has been no effort 
by parents to contact the Church concerning this matter e~cept 
as indicated in vour letter. The efforts in this area were 
those of FatherREDACTED and myself at the direction of the 
Chancery Office mentioned above. His Eminence nor any of 
the Chancery officials, to my knowledge, have any additional 
information. Please call me if I can be of further assistance. 

REDACTED 

Very truly yours, 
REDACTED 
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A ? 
REDACTED I 

June 28, 1983 

Corrections Services Agency 
Collections Unit 
Hall of Justice 
Room 205 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, CA 93009 

Attention: REDACTED 

Re: Donald Roemer - Case #CR 16350 

Dear REDACTED 

This is to cover all of Father Roemer's financial obli­
gations to date of the Judge's Order. 

Very truly yours, 

REDACTED 

!REDACTED 
·u ... Lir\\J I L-LI 

Enclosure 

bee: Monsignor Benjamin G. Hawkes 
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REDACTED 

June 28, 1983 

Ventura County Star Free Press 
5250 Ralston Street 
P.O. Box 6711 
Ventura, CA 93006 

Attention: Mr. Stan Whisenhunt, Managing Editor 

Dear Mr. Whisenhunt: 

/ ~j ( 

Cardinal Manning has referred to me for reply your letter to him 
of June 22, 1983. As you may remember, I represented Father 
Patrick Roemer in the matter before Ventura County counsel 
was engaged. There are some facts which I think you should be 
aware of and which I think will answer the inquiries contained 
in your letter: (1) FatherREDACTED the co-administrator 
of Father Roemer's parish, contacted the parents of every child 
involved and expressed his sympathy and willingness of the church 
to be of assistance; (2) Early in the case before any of the 
arraignment proceedings were conducted, at the instructions of 
the Chancery Office, I contacted as many of the parents as 
would speak with me. Some refused because the District Attorney 
requested them not to discuss the matter with me. This is no 
criticism of the_District Attorney. He was simply fulfilling 
his responsibilities as the prosecutor in the case and his 
refusal is understood. However, among those I talked with was 
the lady who testified in court that, when she requested help 
from the Archdoicese, she was told by letter that they would 
pray for her. I talked with this lady about April 2, 1981, 
before her request, and she advised me that she had medical 
expenses that were close to $500.00 and that she would like to 
have help from the church. I passed this on to His Eminence 
Cardinal Manning. He had a check for $500.00 sent to her and the 
letter of transmittal said in part "we are attaching a 
check for $500.00. This hopefully will assist you in paying for 
your maternity costs. The 9enuine concern for the Church, 
its ministers and its people is deeply appreciated. We shall 
indeed keep a prayerful! rememberance for you." 

I ask you, does this put a different face on the story as you 
had it heretofore? And you note she was asking for personal 
medical help - nothing for her son! 
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To Mr. Stan Whisenhunt 
of Ventura County Star Free Press 
June 28, 1983 
Page 2 

Furthermore, I have been discussing with Father Roemer's 
probation officer the matter of psychiatric expenses that 
Judge Shaw has ordered Father Roemer to pay. Although this 
is basically Father Roemer's responsibility he is without 
funds and I have arranged for Father to cover his responsi­
bilities under the court order. 

For your information, as far as I. know, there has been no effort 
by parents to contact the Church concerning this matter except 
as indicated in your letter. The efforts in this area were 
those of Father REDACTED and myself at the direction of the 
Chancery Office mentioned above. Neither His Eminence nor any of 
the Chancery Officials, to my knowledge, have any additional 
information. Please call me if I can be of further assistance. 

JJB:krs 

Yours very truly, 

REDACTED 

bee: Rev. Monsignor Benjamin G. Hawkes 
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Archdiocese Outlines Sex Abuse Reporting Responsibilitiei¢4/~ 
Top officials of the Ponland mentation is now being ac- committee members include The steps call for the (;[;t~J; 

Archd tocese are taking immedi- celerated. Barbara Mahoney, professor of Priests' Health Panel to include 
ate steps to ensure that any Other steps were recommended history at Willamelte University, qualified people who can deal 
allq:ations of abuse of children, to the Archdiocesan officials by a Salem; Pat McCormick, Salem with priests who have psycho-
including sexual abuse, are special citizen's committee lobbyist and member of the logical, personality or emotional 
reponed immediately to civil headed by Hardy Myer;, a advisory committee of the problems as well as ;.lcohol and 
a,.·" ori ties. Democratic state representative Oregon Catholic Conference, and drug dependency problems. A 

,ne of the actions already and parishioner at All Saints Dave Myer;, Penland psycholo- memo will be written to all the 
were being planned by the Parish, Ponland, where some gist with panicular expenise with priests explaining their obligation 
Arddiocese, but their imple- abuse cases have occurred. Other sexual abuse cases. See REPORTING, Paa:e 10 

to rep on Instances of child abuse. 
The memo wtll mclude a copy of 
the state law governing reponing 
resronstbilities. Principals of the 
Archjioccse's 50 elementary 
schools and nine high schools 
ai$o will be sent a booklet on 
chdc abuse. Parents of the more 
than 13.000 Catholic school 
srua~nts will receive the same 
boo>.let. The Archdiocesan 
Ofi-tct of Total Education will 
concu:: a special program .for 
staff. iaculty and parenrs at All 
:Octnts School and Central 
,-: i1c High School, where 
"o~ . c:..ses occurred. Special 
,nstrc:::;on on child abuse and 
tnt re.:;utrement to report 
tm•c.r.ct.'s of it will be included in 
tt.Hr.cr in-service training 
~e-:-.:-. i1.,.: n s. 

Tne JCttons come in the wake 
uf tho prosecution in June of a 
Pont.:.nd priest who pleaded 
f\.n:ty to two misdemeanor 
cnu>ts of sexual abuse of 
.: .'":L: r~n. 

s~p..Jratcly. 15 Portland-area 
pr:,;ts ;;-,ct earlier this month and 
2.;:rced that the archdiocesan 
cicq:y "'ould tx: well served by 
the ac:, :lopmem of a professional 
(ode of ethics and a procedure 
1or cv;.;Juating alleged violations 
of pro~e~stonal behavior. They 
comm~ttcd themselves to a year· 
long stud:-; of the idea in hopes of 
~rescnurli!: a proposal to next 
··car's clergy convention for 

adoption. 
They arc: Fathers John 

Brouillard, Donald Buxman, 
Wayne Forbes, Theodore Frison, 
Emmett Harrington, Charles 
Lienert, C.J. Linehan, J.J. 
Linehan, Joseph S. McMahon, 
Neil Moore, Richard Paperini, 
Paul Perri, John Waldron, 
Joseph Wood and David Zegar. 

Archdiocesan officials have 
been conferring with Michael 
Schrunk, M ultnomah County 
district attorney, on the 
provisions of the reporting law to 
clarify the reporting obligation of 
clergy members and other 
professional people. · 

Archbishop Cornelius Power 
said what makes the: mauer of 
reporting so difficult for 
clergymen when they are 
informed of child abuse is that 
the law itself specificai'ly exempts 
them as well as psychiatrists, 

"psychologists and attorneys from 
reponing "information commu­
nicated by a person if the 
communication is privileged. 
~The problem is that clergy­

men, like other;, are often 
dealing in the nature of their 
work in confidential matters. and 
in a situation of trust in their 
relationships with people," he 
said. ''Determining when com­
munication is privileged and 
when it is not involves delicate 
distinctions and will cause honest 
people to differ." 

The question of privileged 
communication with respect to 
the reporting of child abuse is 
presently under study by a 
committee made up of repre­
sentatives of the archdiocese, the 
district attorney's office and the 
state Children's Services Division. 

We're not looking for loop­
holes in this regard," said 
Archbishop Power, we want 
to protect the children and 
their families while safe. 
guarding the confidentiality 
necessary for priests in their 
pastoral work." . 

Clarification of the law has 
held up distribution of the letter 
to the priests, Auxiliary Bishop 
Paul Waldschmidt added. 

Father Thomas Laughlin 
pleaded guilty last June to two 
misdemeanor charges of sexual 
abuse of minor boys in 1980. The 
priest, 57, formerly of All Saints 
Parish, Penland, was scheduled 
to be reassigned Aug. 1 to St. 
Thomas More Parish in south· 
west Portland, as pan of a 
transfer of pastors who have been 
in their same parishes for 10 years 
or more. 

He resigned from All Saints 
Parish and later pleaded guilty to 
the charges in Multnomah 
County Circuit Court. His 
assignment to St. Thomas More 
was withdrawn. 

Under the terms of the 
nfl"'crnti~t•l"f .... 1.... • .... _ -·-~-

recommended that he be placed 
on probation on condition that 
he complete an in-patient. state­
run program for sex offenders 
that includes adversion therapy 
and/or group therapy, and that 
he have: no contact with children 
under the age of 18 during the 
five year probationary period. He 
also was to pay the costs of any 
counseling required by the 
viCtims. Sentencing is Aug. JO. 

The ·question of the Arch­
diocese's reponing responsibility 
in the case was raised by Ban 
Wilson, manager of the State 
Child Protective Services Branch 
in East Portland. He: said state 
law requires mandatory repons 
and investigations of abuse of 
children to prevent their funher 
abuse and to safeguard them. 
, "Any public or private official 
having reasonable cause to 
believe that any child with whom 
the official comes in contact with 
in any capacity has suffered 
abuse ... shall report to the state 
Children's Services Division or a 
a law enforcement agency," the 
law says. Failure to report any 
form of child abuse is a violation, 
the Multnomah County district 
attorney's office said. 

Archbishop Power said he 
called Father Laughlin in imme­
diately after a victim and his 
family came forward in 198L The 
archbishop said he confronted 
1:"-•L-- • 

Pope's Lourdes .Visit 
LHonors Virgin Mary 

Notional CathoUc Nnrs Scnlcc 

LOURDES, France - Pope 
John Paul's 30-hour visit this past 
weekend to the Marian shrine here 
marked another step in his 
continuing devo1ion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary--and 10 pay honor on 
her 2,000 birthday. 

The Church has no official date 
for the binh of Mary, bu1 the Pope 

See LOURDES, Pace 20 

and directed him to seek 
professional counseling, 

In a follow-up of the case, the 
archbishop said he was assured 
that the matter was receiving 
proper attention and that there 
was no likelihood that such a 
thing would occur again. 

The archbishop noted that 
when people have complaints 
against a priest "on whatever 
grounds," they can inform him in 
confidence of their grievance. 
The archbishop then will contact 
the priest and if t}le archbishop 
finds substance to the charge. he 
assists the: priest to work out the 
problem. 

In most instances the situation 
is corrected or otherwise 
resolved, the archbishop noted. 

"But in the case of Father 
Laughlin, the problem was more 
deep-seated than anyone sus­
pected." he said. "It is something 
of deep regret to all of us." 

District Attorney Schrunk said 
cases like this are not unique to 
the clergy, MWe go through this 
with doctors and lawyers, too." 

Wilson of Child Protective 
Services said that sex abuse of 
children is the fastest growing 
crime sector, with 120 new 
investigations opened by his 
office: each month. 

He: panicipated in the two 
month investigation of Father 
La~~hlin~ generated by a victim 
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Serving Catholic Renewal in Southern California 
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September 28th, 1983 

Reverend Patrick Roemer 
Southern california Renewal Communities 
5730 West Manchester Avenue 
Los Angeles, ca. 90045 

Dear Father Roemer~ 

In the absence of His Eminence~ cardinal 
Manning• who is presently in Rome attending the Synod 
of Bishops, I wish to acknowledge the receipt of your 
personal correspondence to him of recent date. 

Please be assured that this will be kept 
for His Eminence until his return about the first of 
November. 

c 

With kindest best regarde, I em 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Reverend Monsignor John A. Rawden 
Chancellor 
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FROM: 

TO: 

RE: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

MONSIGNOR RAWDEN 

MONSIGNOR HAWKES 

FATHER PATRICK ROEMER 

15NOVEMBER 1983 

Monsignor Hawkes: 

I have searched the file of Father Pat Roemer, and 

find no indication of even a suspicion of wrong-doing before 

27 January 1981. This was the date of his arrest, which was 

reported to me by· Father REDACTED 

There was a newspaper article which claimed that a 

parent came to FatherREDACTED sometime before this date and that 

the matter was investigated by the Sheriff's Department and then 

dropped. There are some implications in the newspaper article 

that· this was a cover-up on the part of Father REDACTED and the 

REDACTED at St. Paschal Baylon, who happens to be a member 

of the Sheriff Department. 
Both REDACTED REDACTED and Father REDACTED have 

assured me that previous to 27 January 1981 no report was ever 

made to .the Chancery Office by Father REDACTED regarding the 

condition of Father Roemer. Likewise, Father REDACTED and 

Father REDACTED are both of t'he opinion that Father REDACTED 

did not report this matter to the Chancery Office before 27 

January 1981. Father REDACTED added that he was sure that Father 

RCALA 008069 

REDACTED had mentioned none of this to anyone before 27 January 1981. 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

November 29, 1983 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

. Re : REDACTED ~ v. RCA, et al. 

v. RCA, et al • 

... v. RCA, et al. 

~or v. RCA, et al. 

RCA, et al. 

or· Court Case Nos. 

Dear Mr.REDACTED 

We have been retained by The Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Los Angeles in the above captioned matters which, I 
understand-from plaintiffs' attorneys, have now been 
filed. and 'are out for service. 

REDACTED 

5603 
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REDACTED 
Re: REDACTED et al. v, RCA (Fr. Roemer) 

Page 2 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Father REDAC~ED- St. Pascha 1 - wi11 be on the 
lookout for summons and complaint, and will adv~ll3e 
Chancery as soon as it may come in. 

He has been sending mail for FatherREDACTED to 
him at REDACTED , Ireland. 

Father REDACTED has a REDACTED , REDACTED , at 
the above addr~~· . . .,_- _ . 

REDACTED REDACTED _.. /v~~1'·,.~-

RCALA 008072 

l2/2/83 £~ ~~ C::-~~ y,_..-1 .
4 

. /£,; __ . . _. ... REDACTED 

a-,...~-~ ~-~~~-f:t n_e·.,. 
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II , 
REDACTED 

1 

2 340 Rosewood Avenue, Suite "0" 
Camarillo, California 93010 

3 Telephone: <805) 484-0514 

4 Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

fILED 
fEB 231984 

RICHARD D. OfAN, County Clerk 
By, 

--,&;~puty~":'County~""'!'!C~I.rk~--• 

5 

6 

'? 

8 

9 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
REDACTED 

COUNTY OF VENTURA 

REDACTED 

c 

vs. 

Plaintiffs 

) 

) 
} 

) 
) 
) 
) 

) 
} 
} 
) 
) 
) 
} 
) 
) 

) 

.) 
) 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP ) 
OF LOS ANGELES, a California ) 
Corporation: ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ) 
ANGELES, EDUCATION .AND WELFARE ) 
CORPORATION, a California ) 
Corporation; PATRICK ROEMER; ) 
FATHER COLM O'RYAN: ST. PASCHAL ) 
BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH; an ) 
unincorporated association; and > 
DOES 1 through 50, inclusive. ) 

Defendants. 
) 

) 
---· 

--------------~-··~ _______________ ) 

Case No. 82750 

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES 
(Breach of Contract, 
Assault and Battery, 
Intentional Infliction 
of Emotional Distress, 
Negligeht Infliction of 
Emotional Distress, 
Negligence, Punitive 
Damages) 

6156 

Plaintiffs complain of Defendants, and each of them 

and allege: 
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1. 

2 

ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION 

RCALA 008074 

3 1. The true names and capacities, whether individual, 

4 corporate, associate or otherwise, of Defendants DOES I through 

5 50, inclusive, and each of them, are unknown to Plaintiffs, who 

6 therefore sue said Defendants by such fictitious names and will 

? seek leave of court to amend this complaint to show their true 

8 names and capacities when the same are ascertained. Said 

9 Defendants are sued as principals or agents, servants and 

10 employees of said principals and all of the acts performed by 

11 them were performed within the course and scope of their 

12 ·authority and employment. 

13 2. At all times herein mentioned, each of the 

14 Defendants was the agent and employee of each of the remaining 

15 Defendants, and was acting within the purpose and scope of said 

16 agency and employment. 

3. At all times herein mentioned, Defendant ROMAN 
• 
• CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES (hereinafter •ARCHBISHOP") 

was and is a California corporation duly organized and existing 

under the laws of the State of California and authorized to 

transact and transacting business in the State of California, 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21. 

22 

23 

24 

with its principal place of business in the County of Los Angeles. 

25 

26 

27 

9A. 

REDACTED 

4. At all times herein mentioned, Defendant ARCHDIOCESE 

OF LOS ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE CORPORATION (hereinafter 

•ARCHDIOCESE•>, was and is a corporation duly organized and 

existing under the laws of the State of California and authorized 

to transact and transacting business in the State of California, 

with its principal place of business in the County of Los Angeles. 

-2- 6157 
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1 5. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and thereon 

2 allege that at all times herein mentioned, Defendant ST. PASCHAL 

3 BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH (hereinafter "ST. PASCHAL's") was and is 

4 an incorporated association sued herein under the name by which 

5 it is known, doing.business as a church with its principal 

6 office in the City of Thousand Oaks, County of Ventura, State of 

7 . California. 

8 6. At all times herein mentioned, Defendant PATRICK 

9 ROEMER (hereinafter '1ROEMER") was a priest of the Roman Catholic 

10 Church employed by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

11 PASCHAL'S, and each of them, and in doing the acts herein 

12 alleged was acting in the course and scope of said employment. 

13 7. At all times herein mentioned, FATHER COLM O'RYAN 

14 (hereinafter "O'RYAN") was a priest of the Roman Catholic Church 

15 employed by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

16 PASCHAL's, and each of them, in a managerial capacity, and in 

17 doing the acts herein alleged was acting in the course and scope 

18 of said employment and in his managerial capacity. 

19 8. Prior to the incident alleged hereinafter, 

20 Defendant ROEMER informed various counselors and psychologists 

21 employed by the Catholic Church of Defendant ROEMER's tendencies 

22 toward pedophilia, his prior sexual molestations of minor 

23 children, some of which were performed during the course and 

24 scope of Defendant ROEMER's employment by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

25 ARCHDIOCESE, and sf. PACSHAL's. Plaintiffs are informed and 

26 believe and thereon allege that said counselors, psychologists 

27 and other persons knew or should have known that Defendant 

REDACTED ROEMER would repeat these acts on minors with whom he would 

6158 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

;1..6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23; 

24 

25 

26 

~7 

1)0 

.REDACTED 

RCALA 008076 

come in contact during the course ana scope of his employment. 

Said psychologists, counselors and other persons are named 

herein as Defendants DOES I through 20. When Plaintiffs 

ascertain the true names of said Defendants, Plaintiffs will 

seek leave to amend this complaint to add said names. 

9. On or about December 27, 1980, a: parishoner parent 

of a minor who had been sexually molested by Defendant ROEMER 

informed Defendant O'RYAN that her son had been severely 

sexually molested by Defendant ROEMER and that such act was 

committed during the course and scope of ROEMER's employment. 

Defendant O'RYAN assured said parent that the matter would be 

investigated and remedied. Thereafter, having been notified of 

Defendant ROEMER's molestation of a minor, Defendants 

ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL's continued to 

employ Defendant ROEMER as a priest, and failed to take any 

precautions to insure the safety of minor children coming into 

contact with Defendant ROEMER. Moreover, said Defendants 
~ 

continued_to employ Defendant ROEMER in a position at ST. 

PASCHAL's, placing 'him in charge of children's services and 

encouraging him to use his position of authority as priest and 

teacher to lead the children of ST. PASCHAL's parishioners in 

their religious learning at all times herein mentioned. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
-4-
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED 
A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Assault and Battery, Punitive Damages) 

10. Plaintiff REDACTED 
+c.t"\ ( 1 o") 

is a minor ~et~eeeft (13) 

8 years of age. On :l' :23 • 9 f- , REDACTED Plaintiff's 

9 mother, a competent and responsible adult, was appointed by 

10 Order duly given and made by the above-entitled court, and is 

ll now the duly qualified and acting guardian ad litem of the minor 

12 Plaintiff in this action • 

. 13 11 •. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

14 reference each and every allegation in paragraphs 1 through 9 of 

15 this Complaint as though fully set forth. 

16 12. On or about January 26, 1981, Plaintiff was at 

17 Defendant ST. PASCHAL's for Catholic Christian classes. 

18 Defendant ROEMER came outside of his office and asked Plaintiff 

19 to come inside and look at some pictures. Defendant ROEMER then 

20 assaulted and battered Plaintiff by lifting Plaintiff up and 

21 placing Plaintiff on Defendant's leg. Defendant showed 

22 Plaintiff some·pictures and put his hand under Plaintiff's shirt 

· 23 and rubbed Plaintiff's stomach. Defendant ROEMER then slid his 

24 

•25 

26 

27 

... ,.,. 

hand down Plaintiff's pants and inside Plaintiff's underpants 
-

and rubbed Plaintiff's penis for several·minutes. Defendant 

also kissed Plaintiff on the neck, near the ear, as he was 

rubbing Plaintiff • 

REDACTED I 
6160 
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1 13. Each of the aforementioned acts was offensive to 

2 Plaintiff, and by reason of the acts of Defendant ROEMER, 

3 Plaintiff was caused to suffer great mental, physical, nervous 

4 and emotional pain and suffering. As a result of Plaintiff's 

5. injuries, Plaintiff suffered general dam~ges in excess of the 

6 jurisdictional minimum of this Court. 

7 14. As a further direct and proximate result of the 

8 acts of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

9 employment by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

10 PASCHAL's, and each of them, Plaintiff has incurred, and in the 

11 future will incur further expenses for the services of 

12 physicians, nurses, and other medical and health care personnel 

13 for medical and incidental treatment. The exact amount of such 

14 expenses is unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend 

15 this Complaint to set forth said sums will be sought when the 

16 same have been ascertained. 

17 

18 

19· 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

9R. 

REDACTED 

.15. In making the uninvited and unprovoked attack on 
c 

Plaintiff as heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER acted 

maliciously and was guilty of wanton and conscious disregard of 

the rights and feelings of Plaintiff, and by reason thereof 

Plaintiff demands exemplary and punitive damages against 

Defendants ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL's in 

an amount according to proof. 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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1 SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

2 REDACTED 

3 

A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

4 

5 

6 

(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress, 

Punitive Damages) 

16. Plaintiff REDACTED realleges and 

7 incorporates by reference all allegations contained in his 

8 First Cause of Action, as if set forth fully herein. 

9 17. Defendant ROEMER's conduct was intentional and 

10 malicious and done for the purpose of causing Plaintiff to 

11 suffer humilitation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical 

12 distress, and as a proximate result thereof has been required to 

13 and will continue to receive the aid, treatment, counseling and 

14 assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, the 

15 services of which have caused him to suffer monetary damage in 

16 an amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

·17 amendment to this complaint or according to proof • 

18 

·19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

. 
18. 

. . 
As a direct and proximate result of the 

intentional, malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the 

Defendants, and each of them, as herein above alleged, Plaintiff 

has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his 

general damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this court. 

19. The conduct of the Defendants, and each of them, 

in doing the acts herein above alleged was malicious and 

oppressive and Defendants were guilty of wanton disregard of the 

rights and feelings of Plaintiff and by reason thereof, 

27 . Plaintiff demands exemplary and punitive damages against 

.2B 
REDACTED Defendants in an amount according to proof. 

-7-

6162 

RCALA 008079 

CCI 002918 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

~0 

~1 

12 

13 

~4 

l5 

l6 

1? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2:3 

24 

25 

.26 

27 

nn 

REDACTED 

THIRD.CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

·(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress) 

20. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

this reference each and every allegatiop contained his First, 

and Second Causes of Action, as if set forth fully herein. 

21. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and 

each of them, owed a duty of care to Plaintiff to exercise 

reasonable care toward Plaintiff while Plaintiff was on the 

premises of ST. PASCHAL's and to insure his safety at the 

church--sponsored above-described Catholic education classes. 

Defendants, and each of them, breached said duty as previously 

alleged herein by failing to prevent Defendant ROEMER from per­

forming the acts previously alleged and by failing to provide 

for the Plaintiff's safety. 

22. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent 

conduct by Defendants, and each of them, as herein alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer severe and 

permanent mental and emotional distress and as a proximate 

result thereof, has been required to and will continue to 

receive the aid, treatment, counseling, and assistance of 

psychiatrists, psychologists, and physicians, the services of 

which have caused him to suffer monetary damage in an amount not 

yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an amendment to this 

complaint or according to proof. 

6163 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

23. As a direct and proximate result of the 

negligence of Defendants, and each of them, as above alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress 

all to his general damage in a sum within the jurisdictional 

minimum of this court. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
15 

16 

17 

18 

1.9 

20 

21 

24 

25 

26 

21 

REDACTED 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 6164 
-10-

RCALA 008081 

CCI 002920 



l FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

2 REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

3 REDACTED AGAINST DEFENDANTS ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 

4 LOS ANGELES, ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE-

5 CORPORATION, FATHER COLM O'RYAN, AND ST. PASCHAL'S 

6 (Negligent Employment, Punitive Damages) 

7 24. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

8 this reference, each and every allegation contained his First, 

RCALA 008082 

9 Second, and Third Causes of Action, as if set forth fully herein 

10 25. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

11 alleges that Defendants O'RYAN, ARCHBiSHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, ST. 

12 PASCHAL'S, and DOES 21 through 30 were responsible in some 

l3 manner for hiring, employing, and placing Defendant ROEMER in 

14 his position as an employed priest at ST. PASHAL's. 

15 

16 

26. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that Defendant ROEMER was in charge of children's 

17 services at ST. PASHAL's. Plaintiff is further informed and 

~8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

?A. 

REDACTED 

believes and thereon alleges that in said capacity, Defendant 

ROEMER was encouraged by said Defendants to, and did frequently, 

come in contact with minor children. 

27. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that prior to placing Defendant ROEMER in said position 

of employment and after said Defendants were notified of 

Defendant ROEMER'S sexual molestation of a parishoner•s son as 

alleged above, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and 

ST. PASCHAL's knew or should have known that Defendant ROEMER 

had molested and would continue to molest minors with whom he 

came in contact •. 

-II-
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1 28. In spite of said knowledge, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

2 ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL's continued to employ 

3 Defendant ROEMER in said capacity, and failed to warn minors or 

4. ·their parents or guardians of Defendant ROEMER's conduct. 

5 29. As a proximate result of said Defendants' failure 

6 to warn and failure to exercise reasonable care as above 

? alleged, Plaintiff came into contact with Defendant ROEMER in 

8 the course of ST. PASCHAL'S youth activities program and 

9 suffered the injuries as above alleged, which injuries Defen-

10 dants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL's knew, or 

11 should have known, would occur. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

?R 
REDACTED 

30. As a direct and proximate result of said failure 

to warn, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer mental 

and emotional distress and as a proximate result thereof has 

been required to and will continue to receive the aid, treat-

ment, counseling and assistance of psychfa-trists, psychologists 

and physicians, the services of which have caused him to suffer 
• 
~ 

monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will 

be shown by an amendment to this complaint or according to proof 

31. As a direct and proximate result of said failure 

to warn by Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered 

severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his general 

damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this court. 

32. The conduct of Defendants, and each of them, as 

hereinabove alleged, in failing to warn Plaintiff; in failing to 

exercise reasonable care towards Plaintiff and in continuing to 

employ Defendant ROEMER in a position where he was in contact 

with children was in conscious disregard of the rights of 

Plaintiff and thereby entitles Plaintiff to punitive and 

-1?-

\0 
\0 -\0 
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1 exemplary damages in a sum to be shown at trial. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM, REDACTED ~GAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Assault and Battery, Punitive Damages) 

33. Plaintiff REDACTED is a minor thirteen 

8 ( 13 > years of age. On '2- · '2-3 · <B,f- REDACTED Plaintiff's 

9 mother, a competent and responsible adult, was appointed by 

10 order duly given and made by the above-entitled court, and is 

· 1.1 now the duly qualified and acting guardian ad li tern of the minor 

12 Plaintiff in this action. 

-13 

;14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

34. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

reference each and every allegation contained in the paragraphs 

1 through 9 of this Complaint as though fully set forth. 

35. On or about January 19, 1981, while Defendant 

ROEMER was hearing Plaintiff's confession at Defendant ST. 

PASCHAL'S, Defendant ROEMER assaulted and battered Plaintif£ by 

rubbing his stomach, chest, and underarm area, touching skin 

under his shirt, while Defendant and Plaintiff were sitting side 

by side in chairs. During the confession, Defendant also 

assaulted and battered Plaintiff by kissing him repeatedly on 

the right ear. 

36. Each of the aforementioned acts was offensive to 

Plaintiff, and by reason of the acts of Defendant ROEMER, 

Plaintiff was caused to suffer great mental, physical, nervous 

and emotional pain and suffering. As a result of Plaintiff's 

REDACTl8 injuries, Plaintiff suffered general damages in excess of the 

jurisdictional minimum of this Court. 
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1 37. As a further direct and proximate result of the 

2 acts of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

3 employment by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

4 PASCHAL's, and each of them, Plaintiff has incurred and in the · 

5 future will incur expenses for the services of physicians, 

6 nurses and other medical and health care personnel for medical 

7 and incidental treatment. The exact amount of such expenses if 

8 unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend this 

9 complaint to set forth said sums will be sought when the same 
:; 

10 have been ascertained. 

11 38. In making the uninvited and unprovoked attack on 

12 Plaintiff as heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER acted 

13 maliciously and was guilty of wanton and conscious disregard of 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27. 

the rights and feelings of Plaintiff, and by reason thereof 

Plaintiff demands exemplary and punitive damages against 

Defendants ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL's in 

an amount according to proof • 
• 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD 

LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress, 

Punitive ·Damages) 

39. Plaintiff REDACTED realleges and 

incorporates by reference all allegations contained in the 
9J:l 

REDACTED Fifth Cause of action herein as if set forth fully. 

6168 
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1 40. Defendant ROEMER's conduct was intentional and 

2 malicious and done for the purpose of causing Plaintiff to 

3 suffer humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical 

4 distress, and as a proximate result thereof Plaintiff has been 

5 and will be required .to receive the aid, treatment, counseling 

6 and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, 

7 the services of which will cause him to suffer monetary damage 

8 in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

~ amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 

41. As a direct and proximate result of the 

intentional, malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the 

Defendants, and each of them, as herein above alleged, Plaintiff 

has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his 

general damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this court. 

42. The conduct of the Defendants, and each of them, . 
in doing the acts herein abov~ alleged was malicious and 

oppressive and Defendants were guilty of wanton disregard of the 

rights and feelings of Plaintiff and by reason thereof, 

Plaintiff demands exemplary and punitive damages against 

Defendants in an amount according to proof. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

• 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

26 
REDACTED 

f- 'TENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH 

HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress> 

43. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by · 

reference each and every allegation contained in his Fifth and 

Sixth Causes of Action as if set forth fully herein. 

44. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and 

each of them, owed a duty of due care to Plaintiff to exercise 

reasonable care towards Plaintiff while Plaintiff was on the 

premises of Defendant ST. PASCHAL's and while Plaintiff was 

participating in confession. Defendants~ and each of them, 

breached said duty by failing to prevent Defendant ROEMER from 

performing the acts previously alleged and by failing to provide 

for the Plaintiff's safety. 

45. As a·direct and proximate result of the negligent 

conduct by Defendants, and each of them, as herein alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer severe and 

permanent mental and emotional distress and as a proximate 
. 

result thereof, has been required and will continue to receive 

the aid, treatment, counseling, and assistance of psychiatrists, 

psychologists, and physicians, the services of which will cause 

him to suffer monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, 

but which will be shown by an amendment to this complaint or 

according to proof. 

46. As a direct and proximate result of the 

negligence of Defendants, and each of them, as above alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress 

all to his general damaQe in a sum within the jurisdictional 

minimum of this court. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

EIGHTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 
REDACTED 

AD LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST DEFENDANTS ROMAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES, ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

EDUCATION AND WELFARE CORPORATION, FATHER REDACTED 

AND ST. PASCHAL'S 

(Negligent Employment, Punitive Damages) 

47. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

9 this reference all the allegations contained in his Fifth, Sixth 

10 Seventh and Eighth causes of Action. 

11 48. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

12 alleges that Defendants O'RYAN, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, ST. 

13 PASCHAL'S, and DOES 21 through 30 were responsible in some 

14 manner for hiring, employing, and placing Defendant ROEMER in 

15 his position as an employed priest at ST. PASCHAL's. 

16 49. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

17. alleges that Defendant ROEMER was in charge of children's 

18 services at ST. PASCHAL's. Plaintiff is further informed and 

·19 believes and thereon alleges that in said capacity, Defendant 

20 ROEMER was encouraged by said Defendants to, and did frequently, 

21 come in contact with minor children. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

rio 

REDACTED 

50. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that prior to placing Defendant ROEMER in said position 

of employmen·t, and after said Defendants were notified of 

Defendant ROEMER'S sexual molestation of a parishoner's son as 

alleged above, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and 

ST. PASCHAL's knew or should have known that Defendant ROEMER 

had molested and would continue to molest minors with whom he 

came in contact. 
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1 51. In spite of said knowledge, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

2 ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL's continued to employ 

3 Defendant ROEMER in said capacity, and failed to warn minors or 

4' their parents or guardians of Defendant ROEMER's conduct. 

5 52. As a proximate result of said Defendants' failure 

6 to warn and failure to exercise reasonable care as above 

7 alleged, Plaintiff came into contact with Defendant ROEMER in 

8 the course of ST. PASCHAL'S youth activities program, and 

9 suffered the injuries as above alleged, which injuries 

10 Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL's 

11 knew, or should have known, would occur. 

12 53. As a direct and proximate result of said failure 

13 to warn, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer mental 

14 and emotional distress and as a proximate result thereof has 

15 been and will be required to receive the aid, treatment, 

16 counseling and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and 

i7 physicians, the services of which will cause him to suffer 

18 monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will 

19 be shown by an amendment to this complaint or according to proof 

20 54. As a direct and proximate result of said failure 

21 to warn by Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered 

22 severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his general 

23 damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this Court. 

24 55. The conduct of Defendants, and each 'of them, as 

25 her~inabove alleged, ~n failing to warn Plaintiff and in 

26 continuing to employ Defendant ROEMER in a position where he 

27 came in contact with children, was in conscious disregard of the 

2S rights of Plaintiff and thereby entitled Plaintiff to punitive 
.REDACTED 

and exemplary damages in a sum to be shown at trial. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

NINTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Assault and Battery, Punitive Damages) 

56. Plaintiff REDACTED .s a minor fifteen < 15) 

years of age. On __ 2_-_2-_3_• _~_4-___ REDACTED Plaintiff's 

RCALA 008090 

7 mother, a competent and responsible adult, was appointed by 
i 

8 order duly given and made by the above-entitled court, and is 

9 now the duly qualified and acting guardian ad litem of the minor 

10 Plaintiff in this action. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

57. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

reference each and every allegation in paragraphs 1 through 9 of 

this complaint. 

58. During the summer of 1980, when Plaintiff was 

twelve ( 12 > years of age, Plaintiff attended a sports camp 

sponsored by and held at ST. PASCHAL's from June 16 through June 

21, 1980. At va~ious and several times during the course of 

' said camp activities, Defendant ROEMER assaulted and battered 

Plaintiff by putting his arm around Plaintiff's shoulder, 

hugging and fondling Plaintiff, placing Defendant ROEMER's head 

21 on Plaintiff's shoulder. Plaintiff attempted to avoid Defendant 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

REDACTED 

ROEMER during theperiods following said conduct, but Defendant 

ROEMER repeatedly pursued Plaintiff and said, "You can't get 

away from me." Defendant ROEMER then came up behind Plaintiff 
( 

and wrapped his arms around him and put his chin on Plaintiff's 

shoulder. Plaintiff attempted to get away, but Defendant would 

not allow him to, and continued to fondle him. After the sports 

activities were over for one of the above-mentioned days, 
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1 Plaintiff went to the front of the church to wait for his ride. 

2 He was sitting on a bench when Defendant ROEMER came up and sat 

3 very close to him, forcing his body to touch Plaintiff's, and 

4 Defendant ROEMER put his arm around Plaintiff's shoulder. 

5 59. Each of the aforementioned acts was offensive to 

6 Plaintiff, and by reason of the acts of Defendant ROEMER, 

7 Plaintiff wa~ caused to suffer great mental, physical, nervous 

8 and emotional pain and suffering. As a result of Plaintiff's 

9 injuries, Plaintiff suffered general damages in excess of the 

10 jurisdictional minimum of this Court. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

60. As a further direct and proximate result of the 

acts of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

employment by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

PASCHAL's, and each of them, Plaintiff has incurred and in the 

future will incur expenses for the services of physicians, 

nurses and other medical and health care personnel for medical 

and incidental treatment. The exact amount of such expenses is 

18 unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend this 

1.9 complaint to set forth said sums will be sought when the same 

have been ascertained~ 

RCALA 008091 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

61. In making the uninvited and unprovoked attacks on 

~A 

REDACTED 

Plaintiff as heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER acted 

maliciously and was guilty of wanton and conscious disregard of 

the rights and feelings of Plaintiff, and by reason thereof 

Plaintiff demands exemplary and punitive damages against 

Defendants ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL's in 

an amount according to proof. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

TENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

<Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress, 

Punitive Damages) 

62. PlaintiftREDACTED ~alleges and incorporates 

7 by reference all allegations contained in the Ninth cause of 

8 action as if set forth fully herein. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2f\ 
REDACTED 

63. Defendant ROEMER's conduct was intentional and 

malicious and done for the purpose of causing Plaintiff to 

suffer humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical 

distress, and as a proximate result thereof Plaintiff has been 

and will be required to receive the aid, treatment, counseling 

and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, 

the services of which will cause him to suffer monetary damage 

in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

amendment to this complaint or according to proof. , 

• 64. As a direct and proximate result of .the 

intentional, malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the 

Defendants, and each of them, as herein above alleged, Plaintiff 

has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his 

general damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this court. 

65. The conduct of the Defendants, and each of them, 

in doing the acts herein above alleged was malicious and 

oppressive and Defendants were guilty of wanton disregard of the 

rights and feelings of Plaintiff and by reason thereof, 

Plaintiff demands exemplary and punitive damages against 

Defendants in an amount according to proof. 
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1 ELEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

2 REDACTED , A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

3 

4 

5 

6 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress> 

65. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

7 reference each and every allegation contained in his Ninth and 

8 Tenth Causes of Action. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

!)~ 

REDACTED 

66. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and 

each of them, owed a duty of due care to Plaintiff to exercise 

reasonable care towards Plaintiff while Plaintiff was on the 

premises and insure his safety at the church-sponsored sports 

camp. 

67. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent 

conduct by Defendants, and each of them, as herein alleged, 

Plaintiff pas suffered and continues to suffer severe and 

permanent mental and emotional distress and as a proximate 

result thereof, has been required and will continue to receive 

the aid, treatment, counseling, and assistance of psychiatrists, 

psychologists, and physicians, the services of which will cause 

him to suffer monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, 

but which will be shown by an amendment to this complaint or 

according to proof. 

68. As a direct and proximate result of the 

negligence of Defenaants, and each of them, as above alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress 

all to his general damage in a sum within the jurisdictional 

minimum of this court. 
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• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9·. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 . 

.20 

.21 

22 

.23 

24 

.25 

26 

27 

REDACTED "'1 

TWELFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

REDACTED AGAINST DEFENDANTS ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 

LOS ANGELES, ARCHCIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 

CORPORATION, FATHER COLM O'RYAN, AND ST. PASCHAL'S 

(Negligent Employment, Punitive Damages) 

69. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

this reference, each and every allegation contained in his 

Ninth, Tenth and Eleventh Causes of Action. 

70. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that Defendants O'RYAN, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, ST. 

PASCHAL'S, and DOES 21 through 30 were responsible in some 

·manner for hiring, employing and placing Defendant ROEMER in his 

position as an employed priest at ST. PASCHAL's. 

71. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that Defendant ROEMER was in charge of children's 

services at ST. PASCHAL's. Plaintiff is further informed and 

believes and thereon alleges that in said capacity, Defendant 

. ROEMER was encouraged by said Defendants to, and did frequently, 

come in contact with minor children • 

72. Plaintiff is.informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that prior to placing Defendant ROEMER in said position 

of employment and after said Defendants were notified of 

Defendant ROEMER's sexual molestations of a parishoner's son as 

alleged above, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and 

ST. PASCHAL's knew or should have known that Defendant ROEMER 

had molested and would continue to molest minors with whom he 

came in contact. 
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RCALA 008095 

73. In spi of said knowledge, Defe1. ,nts ARCHBISHOP 

ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL's continued to employ De-

fendant ROEMER in said capacity, and failed to warn minors or 

their parents or guardians of Defendant ROEMER's conduct. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 74. As a proximate result of said Defendants' failure 

6 to warn and failure to exercise reasonable care as above alleged 

7 Plaintiff came into contact with Defendant ROEMER in the course 

a of ST. PASCHAL'S activities program and suffered the injuries as 

9 above alleged, which injuries Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE 

10 

11 

REDACTED and ST. PASCHAL's knew or should have known, would occur. 

75. As a direct and proximate result of said failure 

12 to warn, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer mental 

13 and emotional distress and as a proximate result thereof has 

14 been and will be required to receive the aid, treatment, coun-

15 seling and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and 

16 physicians, the services of which will cause him to suffer mone-

17 tary damage in an amount not yet ascerained, but which will be 

lB shown by an amendment to this complaint or accordng to proof. 

19 ·76. As a direct and proximate result of said failure 

20 to warn by Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered 

21 severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his general 

22 damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this Court. 

77. The conduct of Defendants, and each of them, as 

24 hereinabove alleged, in failing to warn Plaintiff and in failing 

25 to exercise reasonable care towards-Plaintiff and in ~ontinuing 

26 to employ Defendant ROEMER in a position where he came in 

27 contact with children was in conscious disregard of the rights 

~~ of Plaintiff and thereby entitles Plaintiff to punitive and 
1
REDACTED 

exemplary damages in a sum to be shown at trial. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

THIRTEENTH CAUSE OF' ACTION 

A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

AN INDIVIDUAL, AGAINST 

DEFENDANTS ST. PASCHAL'S, ARCHBISHOP, AND ARCHDIOCESE 

(Breach of Contract) 

78. Plaintiff REDACTED 
REDACTED 

(hereinafter ' is 

a minor nine ( 9) years of age. On Z- · l-5 · '34- REDACTED 

9 REDACTED Plaintiff's mother, a competent and responsible adult, 

10 ·was appointed by order duly given and made by the above-entitled 

11 court, and is now the duly qualified and acting guardian ad 

12 

13 

litem of a minor Plaintiff in this action. 

79. Plaintiffs REDACTED eallege and 

14 incorporate herein by reference each and every allegation in 

15 paragraphs 1 through B of this complaint. 

16 

17 

80. In April or May of 1980, in Thousand Oaks, 

California, Plaintiff REDACTED entered into a written 

18 contract with Defendants ST. PASCHAL's, ARCHBisHOP, and 

19 ARCHDIOCESE by the terms of which Plaintiff agreed to pay 

20 Defendants valuable consideration fo the privilege of having her 

21 family attend a religious family retreat week-end sponsored by 

22 said Defendants. Said religious family retreat was held at Camp 

23 Yolijwa, in San Bernardino, California on May 10 and 11, 1980. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

QA 
REDACTED 

81. An implied obligation of said agreement between 

Plaintiff REDACTED ~ and Defendants ST. PASCHAL's, 

ARCHBISHOP and ARCHDIOCESE was that the religious nature of said 

retreat would be fostered by said Defendants, and that said 

Defendants would exercise reasonable care in providing a 

-25-
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1 reasonably safe environment for Plaintiff and her family, 

2 including REDACTED Further, there existed in said agreement an 

3 implied covenant of good faith and fair dealing. 

4 82. On or about May 10 or 11, 1980, said Defendants~ 

5 and each of them, breached the above-referenced obligations when 

6 Defendant ROEMER sexually molested Plaintiff's son,REDACTED 

7 REDACTED , as REDACTED!lsked Defendant ROEMER to aid him in saying 

8 his good-night prayers, as further explained hereinafter. 

9. 

10 

11 

12. 

13 

83. Plaintiff REDACTED has performed all 

conditions, covenants and promises required by her to be 

performed on her part. 

84. As a result of Defendant's aforementioned breach 

of the agreement as alleged, Plaintiff REDACTED has 

14 incurred, and in the future will incur liability for expenses 

15 for the services of physicians and other medical and health care 

16 personnel for medical and incidental treatment to her son, 

17 Plaintiff REDACTED who suffered severe mental and emotional 

18 distress As a consequential result of Defendant ROEMER's acts. 

19 The exact amount of such expenses is unknown to Plaintiff 

20 REDACTED at this time, but is in excess of the 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

.28 
REDACTED 

jurisdictional minimum of this court and will be shown at 

trial. 

85. As a further result of DEFENDANTS, and each of 

their, aforementioned breach of the agreement as alleged, 

Plaintiff REDACTED has suffered mental and emotional 

distress all to her damage in an amount in excess of the 

jurisdictional ·minimum of this court • 

I 

,.._26-
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l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

FOUR'I'EEN'I'H CAUSE OF ACTION 

A Mil'll ..... .t\, BY A.ND THROUGH HIS GUM~ iAN AD LITEM, 

AN INDIVIDUAL, 

AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Assault and Battery, Punitive Damages) 

86. On or about May 10, 1980 at a family retreat 

RCALA 008098 

7 sponsored by Defendant ST. PASCHAL's held at Camp Yolijwa in San 
• • • . , REDACTED 

8 Bernardino, Cal1forn1a, Pla1nt1ff asked Defendant ROEMER 

9 to help him say his goodnight prayers. After saying the 

10 

"11 

~2 

"13 

14 

15. 

16 

prayers, Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

employment, assaulted and battered Plaintiff REDACTED by reaching 

down Plaintiff REDACTED pajama bottoms and rubbing Plaintiff's 

penis while patting Plaintiff on the head and talking to 

Plaintiff about the church and God. The aforementioned acts were 

offensive to Plaintiff, and by reason of the acts of Defendant 

ROEMER, Plaintiff REDACTEDwas caused to suffer great mental, 

17 physical, nervous and emotional pain and suffering. As a result 

18 of Plaintiff's injuries, Plaintiff suffered general damages in 

19 excess of the jurisdict~nal minimum of this Court. 

20 - 87. As .a further direct and proximate result of the 

21 acts of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

22 employment by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

23 PASCHAL'S, and each of them, Plaintiff has incurred, and in the 

24 future will incur further expenses for the services of 

25 physicians, ~urses and other medical and health care personnel 

26 for medical and incidental treatment. The exact amount
1
of such 

.. expenses if unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend 

·• .. ....... ·i ::. 
this complaint to set forth said sums will be sought when the 

. -\;:\~:~~~-~<·:.~-. ~e have been ascertained. 
~., ~ ',;t-; • • 
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1 88. In making the unprovoked attack on Plaintiff 

2REDACTED 
~s heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER acted maliciously 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

.9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

.20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

:27 

and was guilty of wanton and conscious disregard of the rights 

d- f 1 ' f 1 ' . ff REDACTED d b th f 1 . t. f f an ee 1ngs o P a1nt1 an y reason ereo P a1n 1 

demands exemplary and punitive damages against Defendants 

ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL's in an amount 

to be shown at trial. 

FIFTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED . A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Intentional Infliction of Emotional 

Distress, Punitive Damages) 

89. PlaintiffREDACTED ·ealleges and incorporates 

by reference paragraphs 86 through 88 of his Fourteenth Cause of 

Action. 

90. Defendant ROEMER's conduct was intentional and 

malicious and done for the purpose of causing Plainiff to suffer 

humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical 

distress, and as a proximate result thereof has been required to 

and continues to receive the aid, treatment, counseling and 

assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, the 

services of which have caused him to suffer monetary damage in 

an amount not yet asce-rtained, but which will be shown by an 

amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 

I 
2-R 

REDACTED I 
-28-
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I 

1 91. As a direct and proximate result of the 

2 intentional, malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the 

3 Defendants, and each of them, as hereinabove alleged, Plaintiff 

4 .has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress, all to 

5 his general damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this 

6 court. 

? 92. The conduct of the Defendants, and each of them, 

8 ·in doing the acts hereinabove alleged was malicious and 

9. oppressive and Defendants were guilty of wanton disregard of· the 

10 ~ights and feelings of Plaintiff and by reason thereof, 

11 Plaintiff demands exemplary and punitive damages against 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1? 

1a 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2.4 

25 

26 

27 
........ 

REDACTED 

'Defendants 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

/' 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

in an amount according to proof. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

SIXTEENTH CAUSE OF' ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress> 

93. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

6 reference each and every allegation contained in paragraphs 86 

? through 88 of his Fourteenth cause of action and each and every 

8 allegation contained in his Fifteen Cause of Action, as if set 

9 forth fully herein. 

10 94. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and 

11 each of them, owed a duty of due care to Plaintiff to exercise 

12 reasonable care toward him and to insure his safety at the 

13 church-sponsored camp. Defendants, and each of them, breached 

14 said duties by failing to prevent DEFENDANT ROEMER from 

15 performing the acts previously alleged and by failing to provide 

16 for the Plaintiff's safety. 

1'7 95. As a direct and proximate result of the above 

·18 alleged conduct of Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff 

19 sustained-great emotional disturbance and shock and injury to 

. 20 his nervous system, all of which has caused and continues to 

21 cause, and will cause him great physical and mental pain and 

22 suffering, all to his damage in an amount in excess of the 

23 jurisdictional minimum of this court. As a direct and proximate 

24 

25 

26 

27 

~a 

REDACTED 

result of th~ negligent conduct as above alleged by Defendants, 

and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer 

mental and emotional distress and as a proximate result thereof, 

has been required to and continues to receive the aid, treat-

ment, counseling, and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists 

6184 
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1 and physicians, the services of which have caused him to suffer 

2 monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will 

3 be shown by an amendment to this complaint or according to proof 

4 96. As a direct and proximate result of the negli-

5 gence of Defendants, and each of them, as above alleged, 

6 .Plaintiff has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress 

7 all to his general damage in a sum within the jurisdictional 

8 minimum of this court. 

9 

10 

11 REDACTED 

12 REDACTED 

13· 

14 

15 

SEVENTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

, A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

AGAINST DEFENDANTS ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, 

O'RYAN, AND ST. PASCHAL'S 

{Negligent Employment, Punitive Damages) 

16 97. PlaintiffREDACTEDrealleges and incorporates herein 

17 

18 

19' 

20 

21 

22 

23. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

by this reference each and every allegation contained in 

paragraphs 86 through 88, inclusive, of his Fourteenth Cause of 

Action and each and every allegation contained in his Fifteenth 

and Sixteenth Causes of action, as if set forth fully herein. 

9 8. Plaintiff REDACTED is informed and believes and 

thereon alleges that at all times herein mentioned, Defendants 

ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and DOES 21 through 30 were 

responsible in some manner in hiring, employing and placing 

Defendant ;ROEMER in his position as ·an employed priest at ST. 

PASCHAL'S. 

99. PlaintiffREDACTEDis informed and believes and 

28 REDACTED thereon alleges that at all times herein mentioned Defendant 

-31-
6185 
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' ' 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

2? 

28 
REDACTED 

ROEMER was in charge of children's services at ST. PASCHAL'S. 

Plaintiff is further informed and believes and thereon alleges 

that in said capacity, Defendant ROEMER was encouraged to and 

did frequently come in contact with minor children. 

100. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that prior to placing Defendant ROEMER in said position 

of employment as above-described, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL'S knew or should have known 

that Defendant ROEMER had sexually molested and would continue 

to molest minors with whom he came in contact. 

101. In spite of said knowledge, Defendants ARCHBISHOP 

ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL's, continued to employ 

Defendant ROEMER in said.capacity, and failed to warn minors or 

their parents or guardians of Defendant ROEMER's conduct. 

102. As a proximate result of said Defendants' employ-

ment of Defendant ROEMER, and ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN .. 
and ST. PASCHAL's failure to warn as above-alleged, Plaintiff 

REDACTED came into contact with Defendant ROEMER and suffered the 

injuries as above alleged, which injuries Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL's knew or should .have 

known, would occur. 

103. As a direct and proximate result of said failure 

to warn, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer mental 

and emotiona~ distress and as a proximate result thereof has 

been required to and ~o~tinues to recei~e the aid, treatment, 

counseling and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and 

physicians, the services of which have caused him to suffer 

monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will 

RCALA 008103 

be shown by an amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 
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1 104. As a direct and proximate r~sult of said failure 

2 to warn by Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered 

3 severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his general 

4 damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this Court. 

5 105. The conduct of Defendants, and each of them, as 

6 hereinabove alleged, in continuing t6 employ Defendant ROEMER 

7 and in failing to warn Plaintiff or his parents or guardians was 

a in conscious disregard of the rights.of Plaintiff and thereby 

9 entitles Plaintiff to punitive and exemplary damages in a sum to 

10 be shown at trial. 

11 

12 

13 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray judgment as follows: 

14 AS TO PLAINTIFFS REDACTED 

15 REDACTED 

16 

17 

ON ALL CAUSES OF ACTION: 

1. For general damages in a sum within the 

18 jurisdiction of this court; 

19 - 2. For medical, psychiatric and other heal th~ca:re 

20 expenses according to proof; 

21 3. For exemplary and punitive damages in a sum 

22 according to proof; 

4. For costs of suit herein incurred; 23 

24 5. For such other and further relief as this court 

25 deems just and proper. 

26 

27 I 

'28 
REDACTED 

I 
-33- 6187 
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1 

2 

3 

AS TO PLAINTIFFS REDACTED 

ON THE THIRTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION: 

1. For consequential damages according to proof; 

RCALA 008105 

4 

5 

ON THE FOURTEENTH THROUGH SEVENTEENTH CAUSES OF ACTI0N 

2. For general damages in a sum within the 

6 jurisdiction of this court; 

7 3. For medical, psychiatric and other health care 

8 expenses according to proof; 

9 4. For exemplary and punitive damages in a sum 

10 according to proof; 

5. For costs of suit herein incurred; ll 

12 6. For such other and £urther relief as this court 

13 deems just and proper. 

14 

15 Dated: ,ft.o/~ 
1.6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23. 

24 

25· 

26 

27 

2R 
IREDACTED 

..... 

·~ 

REDACTED 

• 
REDACTED 

; 
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:SUMMUN:S 
'-" (C/T'r:/ON JUDICIAL) ,..-

~JOTICE TO DEFENDANT: (Aviso a Acusado) 

See Attachment "A" incorporated herein 
by this reference 

~DIOC.»lr' OF- C..OS ~f:LeSJ eDIIc:.-.=rt._N 
MolD l.llet.F~ G011.f'OeA"J"UJt-J .; ~ o;,,.~f-b... 

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: 
fA Ud. le est;i demandando) 

See Attachment "A" incorporated herein 
by this reference 

FOR COURT USE ONLY 
(SOW I'ARA USO 0£ lA CORTE! 

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after. this sum­
mons is served on you to file a typewritten re­
sponse at this court. 

Despues de que le entreguen esta citacion judicidl usted 
tiene un plaza de 30 OIAS CALENOARIOS para presentar 
una respuesta escrita a maquina en esta corte. 

A letter or phone call will not protect you: your 
typewritten response must be in proper legal 
form if you want the court to hear your case. 

If you do not file your response on time, you may 
lose the case, and your wages, money and pro­
perty may be taken without further warning from 
the court. 

Una carla o una llamada telefonica no le ofrecera 
proteccion; su. respuesta escrita a maquina tiene que 
cumplir con las formalidades legales apropiadas si usted 
quiere que Ia corte escuche su cam 

There are other legal requirements. You may 
want to call an attorney right away. If you do not 
know an attorney, you may call an attorney refer­
ral seryice or a legal aid office (listed in the phone 
book). . \ 

Si usted no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder 
e/ corso, y le pueden quitar su sa/aria, su dinero y otras casas 
de su propiedad sin aviso adicional por parte de Ia corte. 

Existen otros requisitos legales. Puede que usted quiera 
· /lamar a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un 

abogado, puede /lamar a un servicio de refe.rencia de 
abogados o a una oficina de.ayuda legal (vea el directorio 
telefonico). · 

CASE NUMBER: /Niimm> d~ C.uoJ 

The name and address of the court is: fEI nombre y direcci6n de fa corte esJ 8 2 7 5 0 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF VENTURA 
Hall of J~stice, 800 S. Victoria Av~nue 
Ventura, CA 93009 

T'1e ncme, address, and telephone number of plaintiff's attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney, is: 
B nc:nbre, fa direcci6n y el numero de te/efono del abogado del demandante, o del demandante que no tiene abogado, es) 

':l.O.TE: 
;JP.C'1C+J 

REDACTED 
Attorney at Law 

~:~.340 Rosewood Avenue, Suite "O" 
Camarillo, CA 93010 Tel9phonQ: (905) 494-0514 

\· ~· ?. 2 7 1984 
RlCHARD-D-riEAN · 
Clerk, by . tuOAVY'Q yY\ · j<(\.4_).....-
(Actuariol 

NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are served 

1. 0 as an individual defendant. 

2. 0 as the person sued under the fictitious name of (specify): 

3. D ·on behalf of (specify): 

, Deputy 
!DelegJdoJ 

6153 

' .. under: C!::J CCP 416.10 (corporation) 

D CCP 416.20 (defunct corporation) 
D CCP 416.40 (association or partnership) 

D other: 

D CCP 416.60 (minor) 

0 CCP 416.70 (conservatee) 
D CCP 416.90 (individual) 

l_.__ ·-------------' 4. D by personal delivery on tdate}: 

Forn- ~.dC01fd bv Rule 982 
Jt:d•" :\1 C' ·!.!:"t: I •." ::aliforn•a 

., ,, !~P4 

-----------------------------------------
(See reverse for Proof of Service) 

SUMMONS C\.-138 CCP 411 ~" 

RCALA 008106 

CCI 002945 



Attachment "A" 

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: (Aviso a ;1\cusado) 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 
LOS ANGELES, a California 
Corporation; ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS 
ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 
CORPORATION, a California 
Corporation; PATRICK ROEMER; 
FATHER REDACTED 3T. PASCHAL 
BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH, an 
unincorporated ~ssociation; and 
DOES I through 50, inclusive. 

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: 
CA Ud. le esta demandando) 

REDACTED 

' ... 

Case No. 82750 
Summons 

6154 

RCALA 008107 
I 
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t'HUUt- Ut- ~I:HVICt. - ~UMMONS 

(Use separate proof of servic1• for &ech person served) 
l. I served the 

A. 0 summons n ~~mp)aint lJ llmlll.-.td IUmnlC•I\t 
[=-:J completfld t~nd bl111\k Ceat1 Oueatlonnelrea 

b. on defendent (name); 

0 nm!lndrtt1 t:nlllplr> .. _, 

l -=.J Other (spttcifvJ: 

c. by serving D defendant 0 other (name and title or relationship to person served}: 

d. 0 by delivery D at home D at business 
(1) date: 
(2) time: 

(3) address: 

e. 0 by mailing 
(11 date; 

(2) place: 

2. Manner of service (check proper box}: 

a. 0 Personal service. By personally delivering copies. (CCP 415.101 

b. 0 Substituted service on corporation, unincorporated association (including partnership], or public entity. By leaving, 
during usual office hours, copies in the office of the person served with the person who apparently was in charge 
ahd thereafter mailing (by first-class mail, postage prepaid) copies to the person served at the place where the copies 
were left. (CCP 415.20(e)) 

c. 0 Substituted service on natural person, minor, conservatee, or candidate. By leaving copies at the dwelling house, 
usual place of abode, or usual place of business of the person served in the presence of a competent member of 
the household or a person apparently in charge of the office or place of business, at least 18 years of age, who was 
informed of the general nature of the papers, and thereafter mailing (by first-class mail. postage prepaid) copies to 
the person served at the place. where the copies were left. (CCP 415.20(b)) (Attach separate declaration or sffidttvit 
stating acts relied on to establish reasonable diligence in first attempting personal seniice.) 

d. 0 Mail and acknowledgment service. By mailing (by first-class mail or airmail, postage prepaid) copies to the person 
served, together with two copies of the form of notice end acknowledgment and a return envelope, postage prepaid, 
addressed to the sender. tCCP 415.30) (Attach completed acknowledgment of receipt.) 

e. 0 Certified or registered mall service. By mailing to an address outside California (by first-class mail, postage prepaid, 
requiring a return receipt] copies to the person served. (CCP 415.40) (Attach signed return receipt or other evidence 
of actual delivery to the person serv&d.J · · 

f. 0 Other (specify code section): 

D additional page is attached. 
3. The "Notice to the Person Served" (on the summons) was completed as follows (CCP 412.30, 415.10, and 4741: 

"-D b.o 
c. D 

d.o 

as an individual defendant. 
as the person sued under the 'fictitious name of (specify}: 

on behalf of (specify}: 
under: 0 CCP 416.10 (corporation) . 

0 CCP 416.20 (defunct corporation) 
0 CCP 416.40 (association or partnmshipl 

bypersonal delivery on (date}: 

D CCP 416.60 (minor) 
D CCP 416.70 (conservatee) 
D CCP 416.90 (individual) 

0 other: 

4. At the time of service I was at least 18 years of age and Mt a party to this action. 
5. Fee for service: $ 

6. Person serving: 
a. 0 California sheriff, marshal, or constable. 

b.O 
c.O 

Registered California proaess server. 
Employee or independent contractor of a registered 

California process server. · 

d. 0 Not a registered California process server. 
e. 0 Exempt from registration under Bus. & Prof. Code 

22350(b). 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State 
of .California that the foregoing)s true and correct. 

Date: 

ISIGNATUR£1 

..f. · Name, address and telephone number and, if applicable, 
county of registration and !"lumber: 

6155 

(For California sheriff. marshal, or constable use only) 

I certify that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Date: 

/SIGNATURE/ 

RCALA 008108 

CCJ 002947 



(CITACION JUDICIAL) 
• ou~r usc ONL r 

"''tJTICE TO DEFENDANT: (Aviso a Acusado) 
15010 --~• U50 Dl iA CONTI! 

See Attachment "A" incorporated 
by this reference 

R. OMA f.J CA'ntoi...IC. ;\--12CI-I-10! S H0 P OF!­
L.D"S> ~51 c.. c;orpor'Q...h111o"\ 

herein 

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: 
r.\ L d. Je esta demandando) 

~ee Attachment "A" incorporated herein 
by this reference 

·.·"u have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this sum· 
mons is served on you to file a typewritten re· 
5ponse at this cour·~-

A letter or phone call will not protect you; your 
typewritten response must be in proper legal 
' -~m if you want t~e court to hear your case. 

· d you do not file your response on time, you may 
"1Se the case, and your wages., money and pro· 
· .·•w mav be taken without further warning from 
~he court. 

ere are other •egal requirements. You may 
v-.ant to cal! an anorney right away. If you do not 
k "OW an attorney, you may call an attorney refer· 
· ··i service or a legal aid office (listed in the phone 
book). 

Despues de que le entreguen esta citaci6n judicial usted 
tiene un plaza de 30 DIAS CALENDAR lOS para presentar 
una respuesta escrita a maquina en esta corte. 

Una carla a una Jlamada telef6nica no le ofrecera 
proteccion; su respuesta escrita a mJquina tiene aue 
cumplir con las formalidades legales apropi"ida:. si usted 
quiere que Ia corte escuche su case. 

Si usted no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede perder 
f!'! caso, y le pueden quitar su sa/a rio, su dinero ~· otras casas 
de su propiedad sin ill'iso .adicional por p<~rte de Ia corte. 

Ek.isten otros requisitos legales. Puede que usted quiera 
/lamar a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un 
abogado, puede /lamar a un servicio de refert•nciiJ de 
abogados o a una oficina de iJyuda legal fH:a el directorio 
telef6nico). 

: ~ r,a__,, and ;>d<iress of the court is: fE/ nombre y direcci6n de Ia corte esJ 8 2 7 5 0 

··:rEF.: lF COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF VENTURA 

Hall 0f Justice~ 800 S. Vic[oria Avenue 
;pntur~. CA 93009 

• '" ,. e address. and tel eo hone number of plaintiff's anorney, or plaintiff without an attorney, is: 
·.c-r·wp /2 rm•,-ru'Jn ,. P: nrirru>m r/, ,,,.,,,.,,.,,..del abogado del demandanre, o del demandanre que no tiene abogade>. es) 
REDACTED 

,) .. .--\ 

J·U:"t:orney at Law 
340 Rosewood Avenue, Suite "0" 
Camarillo, CA 93010 

Tel~phone: (805) 484 0514 
RICHARD D; DEAN 

Clerk., by 
!Actuarial 

., NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are served 

DANNA M KLEIN 

1. D as an individual defendant. . 

2. 0 as the person sued under the fictitious name of (specity): 

3. 0 on behalf of (specify): 

• Deputy 
IDPlf" ·"J<J) 

6150 

under: B CCP 416.10 (corporation) 

D CCP 416.20 !defunct corporation) 

D CCP 416.40 lassoc1ation or partnership! 

0 other: 

0 CCP 416.60 (minor) 

D CCP 416.70 lccmservatee) 

D CCP 416.90 !individual) 

4. 0 by personal delivery on (date): 
----------------------------

..,. - ~ .. or1f>'=' t-,.- P.u1e 982 
. ·~ . ..,,.. : :-• Ca;•for"•• 

(See reverse for Proof of Service I 

SUMMONS rr 1311 t ,~fi41 

RCALA 008109 

CCI 002948 



NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: (Aviso a Acusado) 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 
LOS ANGELES, a California 
Corporation; ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS 
ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 
CORPORATION, a California 
Corporation; PATRICK ROEMER~ 
FATHER REDACTED : ST. PASCHAL 
BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH, an 
unincorporated association; and 
DOES I through 50, inclusive. 

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: 
(A Ud. le esta demandandol • 

REDACTED 

' ~· 

Case No. 82750 
Summons 

6151 

RCALA 008110 

CCI 002949 



PROOF OF SERVICE - SUMMONS 
(Use separate prr 'of ssrvice for 8/JCh person served) 

1 I served the 
IL D &ummons n ~~mpleint ~~ amended aummom 
[~ completed ond bhmk C!llttl Oueatlonnalrea 

b. ol') defendent {name): 

0 nmnru1ut1 cmt>plnll\1 

l-_j Othllr fsp.,cify): 

c. by serving 0 defendant 0 other (name and title or relationship to person served): 

d. 0 by delivery D at home D at business 

(1) date: 

121 time: 

131 address: 

e. 0 by mailing 

Ill date: 

121 place: 

2. Manner of service {check proper box): 

a. 0 Personal service. By personally delivering copies. (CCP 415.101 

b. 0 Substituted service on corporation. unincorporated association (including partnership}, or public entity. By leaving, 
during usual office hours, copies in the office of the person served with the person who apparently was in charge 
and thereafter mailing (by first-class mail, postage prepaid) copies to the person served at the place where the copies 
were left. ICCP 415.20(a)) 

c. 0 Substituted service on natural person, minor, conservatee, or candidate. By. leaving copies at the dwelling house, 
usual place of abode, or usual place of business of the person served in the presence (lf a competent member of 
the household or e person apparently in charge of the office or place of business, at least 18 years of age, who was 
informed of the general nature of the papers, and thereafter mailing (by first-class mail, postage prepaid) copies to 
the person served at the place where the copies were left. (CCP 415.20(bll (Attach separate declaration or affidavit 
stating acts relied on to establish reasonable diligence in first attempting personal service.} 

d. D Mail and acknowledgment service. By mailing (by first-class mail or airmail, postage prepaid) copies to the person 
served, together with two copies of the form of notice and acknowledgment and a return envelope, postage prepaid. 
addressed to the sender. (CCP 415.30) (Attach completed acknowledgment of receipt.) 

e. D Certified or registered mail service. By mailing to an address outside California (by first-class mail. postage prepaid, 
requiring a return receipt) copies to the person served. (CCP 415.401 (Attach signed return receipt or other evidence 
of actual delivery to the person served.) 

f. 0 Other (specify code section}: 

0 additional page is attached. 

3. The "Notice to the Person Serve.d" (on the summons) was completed as follows (CCP 412.30, 415.10, and 474): 

e. 0 as an individual defendant. 

b. 0 as the person sued under the iictitious name of (specify): 
c. 0. on behalf of (specify); 

under: D CCP 416.10 (corporation) CCP 416.60 (minor) D other: 

D CCP 416.20 (defunct corporation) 
D CCP 416.40 (association or partnership) 

D 
D 
D 

CCP 416.70 (conservatee) 

CCP 416.90 (individuall 

d. D by personal delivery on (date); 

4. At the time of service I was at least 18 years of age and not a party to this action. 

5. Fee for service: $ 

6. Person serving: 

a. 0 California sheriff, marshal, or constable. 

b. 0 Registered California ·prooess server. 
c. 0 Employee or independent contractor of a registered 

California process server. 

d. D Not a registered California process server. 

e. 0 Exempt from registration under Bus. & Prof. Code 
22350(b). 

.1 declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State 
?f California that the foregoing)s true and correct. 

Date: 

/SIGNATURE! 

0 871oH91 !Rev J•nu••y 1. 19841 

.. f. · Name, address and telephone number and, if applicable, 
county of registration and r.umber: 

(For California sheriff, marshal, or constable use only} 

I certify that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Date: 
6152 

/SIGNATURE! 

RCALA 008111 

CCI 002950 
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7 
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10 
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12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

9A 

REDACTED 

I ' 

REDACTED ~I lED 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

r~ 
~I[ 
Rt1 

COUNTY OF VENTURA 

REDACTED 
) 
) 
) 

) 

) 
) 
) 

) 

) 
) 

) 

) 
} 

) 
) 

P1aintiffs ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP ) 
OF LOS ANGELES, a California ) 
Corporation: ARCEDIOCESE OF LOS ) 
ANGELES, EDUCATIO~ AND WELFARE ) 
CORPORATION, a California ) 
Corporation; PATRICK ROEMER; ) 
FATHER COLM O'RYAE; ST. PASCHAL ) 
BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH; an ) 
unincorporated association; and ) 
DOES 1 through 50, inclusive. > 

) 

Defendants. ) 

----------~-------------------> 

Case No. S275Q 

COMPLAlK~ FOR DAMAGES 
(Breack of Contract, 
Assault and Battery, 
Intentional Infliction 
of Emotional Distress, 
Negligent Infliction of 
Emotional Distress, 
Negligence, Punitive 
Damages} 

6111 

Plaintiffs complain of Defendants, and each of them 

and allege: . fl~t~\1 ~ ~n .. ~b 
fl~( 

flJ1 
(/f t) 

RCALA 008112 

CCI 002951 



RCALA 008113 

1 ALLEGATIO~~ COXMON TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION 

2 

l. The true names and capacities, whether individual, 

4 corporate, associate or otherwise, of Defendants DOES l through 

5 50, inclusive, and each of them, are unknown to Plaintiffs, who 

6 therefore sue said Defendants by such fictitious names and will 

7 seek leave of court to amend this complaint to show tbeir true 

8 names and capacities •·ben the same are ascertained. (said 
9 Defendants are sued as principals or agents, servants and 

10 employees of said principals and all of the acts perfo~ed by 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

them were performed within the ~of the.ir 

authority and employme~ 
2. At all tir:es herein mentioned, each of the 

Defendants was the e of each of the remaining 

Defendants, and was acting within the purpose and- of said 

agency and employment. 

3. At all ti~€S herein mentioned, Defendant ?OMAN 

18 CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES (hereinafter "ARCBE:SBOP") 

19 was and is a California corporation duly organized ana existing 

20 under the laws of the State of California and authorized to 

21 transact and transacting business in the State of Cali=ornia, 

22 with its principal place of business in the County of L<>s Angeles. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
.REDACTED 

4. At all tir.es herein mentioned, Defendant ARCHDIOCESE 

OF LOS ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE CORPORATION (here.inafter 

"ARCHDIOCESE">, was and is a corporation duly organizec and 

existing under the laws of the State of California and authorized 

to transact and transacting business in the State of California, 

with its principal place of business in the County of Lcs Angeles . 

-2- 6112 
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1 5. Plaintiffs are ~~formed and b~lieve and there=~ 

2 allege that at all times herein mentioned, Defend ant ST. PhS: HAL 

3 BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH (hereinafter "ST. PASCHAL's") was ana is 

( an incorporated association sued herein under the name by '"-.tich 

5 it is known, doing business as a church with its principal 

6 office in the City of Thousand Oaks, County of Ventura, Stat.e of 

7 California. 

8 6. At all times herein mentioned, Defendant PATRICK 

9 ROEMER (hereinafter "ROEMER•) was a priest of the Roman Catholic 

10 Church employed by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and E!. 

11 PASCHAL'S, and each of them, and in doing the acts herein 

12 alleged was acting in the said employme:::~. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

.19 

~~~ 

7. At all times herein mentioned, FATHER COLM O'FYAN 

{hereinafter "O'RYAN") was a priest of the Roman Catholic Ct~rch 

employed by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

PASCHAL's, and each of them, in a managerial capacity, and i~ 

doing the acts herein a~legee ~as acting in the 
~ 

of said employment and in his ~nagerial capacity. 

·a. [!rior to the incident alleged hereinafter, 

Defendant ROEMER informed various counselors and psychologists 

RCALA 008114 

21 employed by the Catholic Church of Defendant ROEMER's tende~ies 

22 toward pedophilia, his prior sexual molestations of minor 

23 children, 

by Defendants ARCBBISEOP, 

25 ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PACSHAL's. Plaintiffs are informed and 

26 

27 

9R 

REDACTED 

believe and thereon allege that said counselors, psychologists 

and other persons knew or shoold have known that Defendant 

ROEMER would repeat these acts on minors with whom he would 

6113 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23' 

24 

25 

26 

27 

?R 
REDACTED 

co~ in contact during the course ar.c scope of his employment. 

Sai~ psychologists, counselors ane other persons are named 

herein as Defendants DOES I throu9~ 20. When Plaintiffs 

ascertain the trtie names of said Defendants, Plaintiffs will 

seeK leave to amend this complaint to add said names. 

9. REDACTED December 27, 1980, a parishoner parent 

of a mJnor who had been sexually molested by Defendant ROEMER 

informed Defendant O'RYAN that her son had been~ 

Sexually molested by Defendant ROEMER and that s~ch act was 

co~itted during the ROEMER's employment. 

Defendant O'RYAN assured said parent that the matter would be 

investigated and remedied. Thereafter, having been notified of 

Defendant ROEMER's molestation of a minor, Defendants 

ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, aDd ST. PASCHAL's continued to 

employ Defendant ROEMER as a priest, and failed to take any 

precautions to insure the safety of minor children coming into 

contact with Defendant ROEMER. Moreover, said Defendants 

conti.nued _to employ Defendant ROEMER in a position at ST. 

PASCHAL's, placing him in charge of children's services and 

encouraging him to use his positiot: of authority as priest and 

teacher to lead the children of S'L PASCHAL • s parishioners in 

their .religious learning at all tiaes herein mentioned. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I -4- 6114 

• 

RCALA 008115 

CCI 002954 



1 

2 
' \;J 3 

r \ 11_J" 

t?' 4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

....... 

RCALA 008116 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED . A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM,REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Assault and Battery, Punitive Damages> 

_,.._"' (' o) 
10. Plaintiff REDACTED is a minor 4iRif't:eeJJ (19+ 

years of age. On /£1? t.? B~ ,REDACTED Plaintiff's 

mother, a competent and responsible adult, was appointed by 

Order dul:r given and made by the above-entitled court, and is 

now the duly qualified and acting guardian ad litem of the minor 

Plaintiff in this action. 

11~ Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

reference each and every allegation in paragraphs 1 through 9 of 

this CoffiFlaint as though fully set forth. 

~ On or about January 26, 198lr Plaintiff was at 

pefendant ST. PASCHAL's for Catholic Christian classes. 

' Defendant ROEMER came outside of his office and asked Plaintiff 

to come inside and look at some pictures. Defendant ROEMER then 

assaulted and battered Plaintiff by~ifting Plaintiff up and 

placing Plaintiff on Defendant's leg~ Defendant showed 

Plaintiff some pictures and~ut his hand under Plaintiff's ~hjrt 

and rubbed Plaintiff's stomach. Defendant ROEMER then slid his 

hand down Plaintiff's pants and inside Plaintiff's underpants 

and rubbed Plaintiff's penis for several minutes. Defendant 

also kissed Plaintiff on the neck, near the ear, as he was 

rubbing Plaintiff.) 

6115 
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1 13. Each of the aforement1oned actE ~as o£fensive to 

2 Plaintiff, ana t-y reason of the acts of Defenaa:::t ROEMER, 

3 Plaintiff was caused to suffer great mental, ptysical, nervous 

4 and emotional pain and suffering. As a result of Plaintiff's 

5 injuries, Plaintiff suffered general damages ir excess of the 

6 jurisdictional rinimum of this Court. 

7 14. ~s a further direct and proximate result of the 

8 acts of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

9 ·employment by Defendants ARCHBISHOI>, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

10 PASCHAL's, and each of them, Plaintiff has inc~red, and in the 

11 future will inc~ further expenses for the ser~ces of 

12 physicians, nurses, and other medical and heal~ care personnel 

13 for medical and incidental treatment. The exa~ amount of such 

14 expenses is unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend 

15 this Complaint to set forth said sums will be sought when the 

16 same have been ascertained. 

17 In making the uninvited and unprovoked attack on 
c 

18 Plaintiff as heretofore alleged, Defendant ROE..~ acted 

19 maliciously and was guilty of ~anton and conscious disregard df 

20 the rights and feelings of Plaintiff, and by reason thereof 

21 Plaintiff dernancs exemplary and punitive damages against 

22 Defendants ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL's in 

23 an amount according to proof. 

24 I 
25 I 
26 I 
27 I 

6116 
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1 .:::::coND CAUSE OF AC'JION 

2 REDACTED A MIN:?, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAl\ h.D LITEM 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

REIREDACTED , AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress, 

Punitive Damages> 

16. Plain~iff REDACTED realleges and 

incorporates by ·referr.nce all allegations contained in his 

First Cause of Actior, as if set forth fully herein. 

17. Defeneant ROEMER's conduct was~tentional and 

malicious and done fer the purpose of causing Plaintiff to 

suffer humilitation, nental anguish, and emotional and physical 

distress, and as a prcximate result thereof has been required to 

and will continue to receive the aid, treatment, counseling and 

assistance of psychia~ists, psychologists and physicians, the 

services of which ha•e caused him to suffer monetary damage in 

an amount not yet ascertained, but which wi 11 be shown by an 

amendment to this con:;:laint or according to proof. 

ls. As a C..:.rect and proximate result of the 

intention~l,~alicio~r extreme and outrageous acts of the 

20 Defendants, and each of them, as herein above alleged, Plaintiff 

21 has suffered severe aoo permanent emotional distress, all to his 

22 general damage in a s=m within the jurisdiction of this court •. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

?R 
REDACTED 

19. The co~uct of the Defendants, and each of them, 

in doing the act~ herein above alleged wa~malicious and 

oppressive and Defendants were guilty of~anton disregard of the 

rights and feelings o! Plaintiff and by reason thereof, 

Plaintiff demandsVexe!llplary and punitive damages against 

Defendants in an amou~~ according to proof. 

6117 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l3 

]_4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

26 

2.7 

28 
REDACTED 

THIP: CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress) 

20. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herei~ by 

this reference each and every allegation contained his First, 

and Second Causes of Action, as if set forth fully herein. 

21. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and 

each of them, (;wed a duty of car;} to Plaintiff to exercise 

reasonable care toward Plaintiff while Plaintiff was on the 

premises of ST. PASCHAL's and to insure his safety at the 

church-sponsored above-described Catholic education classes. 

Defendants, and each of them, breached said duty as previously 

alleged herein by failing to prevent Defendant ROEMER fran per-

forming the acts previously alleged and by f~iling to provide 

for the Plaintiff's safety. 

RCALA 008119 

22. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent 

conduct by Defendants, and each of them, as herein alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer severe and 

receive the aid, treatment, counseling, and assistance of 

psychiatrists, psychologists, and physicians, the services of 

which have caused him to suffer monetary damage in an amocot not 

yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an amendment to this 

complaint or according to proof. 

6118 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

<)Q 

REDACTED 

23. As a direct and p=oximate result of the 

negligence of Defendants, ana ea~h of them, as above alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress 

all to his general damage in a surr within the jurisdictional 

ninimurn of this court. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

-' =-
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1 FOURTH CAUSE OF h~TION 

2 REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGE HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

3 REDACTED AGAINST DEFENDANTS ROMAK CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 

4 LOS ANGELES, ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 

5 CORPORATION, FATHER COLM 0 1 RYAN, AND ST. PASCHAL'S 

6 (Negligent Employment, Punitive Damages) 

7 24. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

8 this reference, each and every allegation contained his First, 

9 Second, and Third Causes of Action, as if set forth fully herein 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

25. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that Defendants O'RYAN, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, ST. 

PASCHAL'S, and DOES 21 through 30 were.responsible in some 

manner for hiring, employing, and placing Defendant ROEMER in 

his position as an employed priest at ST. PASHAL's.] 

26. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that Defendant ROEMER was in charge of children's 

17 services at ST. PASHAL's. Plaintiff is further informed and 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2R 
REDACTED 

• 
• believes and thereon alleges that in said capacity, Defendant 

ROEMER was encouraged by said Defendants to, and did frequently, 

come in contact with minor children. 

27. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that prior to placing Defendant ROEMER in said position 

of employment and after said Defendants were notified of 

Defendant ROEMER'S sexual molestation of a parishoner's son as 
-

alleged' above, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and 

ST. PASCHAL's knew or should have known that Defendant ROEMER 

had molested and would continue to molest minors with whom he 

came in contact. 

-II-
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RCALA 008122 

1 2E. jin spite of said knowledge, Dt:: endants ARCHBISHOP, 

2 

3 

4 

5 

L_ 

ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL's continu~d to employ 

Defendant RO~£R in said capacity, and failec to warn minors or 

their parents or guardians of Defendant ROE¥J2.'s conduct~ 
29. As a proximate result of said Defendants' failure 

6 to warn and failure to exercise reasonable care as above 

7 alleged, Plaintiff carne into contact with Defendant ROEMER in 

8 the course of ST. PASCHAL'S youth activities program and 

9 suffered the injuries as above. alleged, which injuries Defen-

10 . dants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O' RYAN and ST. PASCHAL's knew, or 

11 should have known, would occur. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25. 

26 

27 

2B 
REDACTED 

30. As a direct and proximate res~lt of said failure 

to warn, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer mental 

and emotional distress and as a proximate re~lt thereof has 

been required to and will continue to receive the aid, treat-

ment, counseling and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists 

and physicians, the services of which have ca~sed him to suffer 

• monetary damage in an amount not yet ascerta~ed, but which will 

be shown by an amendment to this complaint or according to proof 

31. As a direct and proximate res~lt of said failure 

to warn by Defendants, and each of them, Plai=tiff has suffered 

severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his general 

damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this court. 

32.. The conduct of Defendants, anC. each of them, as 

hereinabove alleged, in failing to warn Plaictiff; in failing tc 

exercise reasonable care towards Plaintiff and in continuing to 

employ Defendant ROEMER in a position where b€ was in contact 

with children was inVconscious disregard of t.::;e rights of 
/ 

Plaintiff and thereby entitles Plaintiff to p-.:nitive and 

,..., 
CCI 002961 



1 exemplary damages ir. a sum to be shovm at trial. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM, REDACTED , AGAINST ALL DEFEN~NTS 

(Assault and Battery, Punitive Damages) 

33. Plaictiff REDACTED is a ~inor thirteen 

Plaintiff's REDACTED 
t I 6 C 13) years of age. On ~ '2 s fly 

9 mother, a competent and responsible adult, was appcinted by 

10 order duly given and made by the above-entitled court, and is 

11 now the duly qualified and acting guardian ad litei of the minor 

12 Plaintiff in this action. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

34. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

reference each and every allegation contained in the paragraphs 

1 through 9 of this Complaint as though fully set forth. 

~ On or about'January 19, 1981, while Defendant 

17 · ROEMER was hearing Flaintiff's confession at Defeneant,ST . 

16 • 
PASCHAL'S, Defendant ROEMER assaulted and battered Plaintiff by 

19 rubbing hi-s stomach. chest, and underarm area, touc!:dng skin 

under his shirt, while Defendant and Plaintiff were sitting 20 side 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

by side in chairs. During the confession, Defenda~t also 

assaulted and battered Plaintiff by kissing him repc_atedly on 

the right ear. 

36. Each of the aforementioned acts was offensive to 

Plaintiff, and by reason of the acts of Defendant ROEMER, 

Plaintiff was caused to suffer great mental, physical, nervous 

and emotional pain and suffering. As a result of Plaintiff's 

.28 REDACTED injuries, general damages in excess of the 

jurisdict s Court. 6122 
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1 37. As a furtt~~ direct and proximate result c~ the 

2 acts of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope cf his 

3 employment by Defendants JL~CHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and 51. 

4 PASCHAL's, and each of the~, Plaintiff has incurred and ir. the · 

5 future will incur expenses for the services of physicians. 

6 nurses and other medical a:1d health care personnel for meoical 

7 and incidental treatment. The exact amount of such expenses if 

8 unknown to Plaintiff at ttis time. Leave to amend this 

9 complaint to set forth said sums will be sought when the same 

10 have been ascertained. 

11 38. In making tbe uninvited and unprovoked attack on 

12 Plaintiff as heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER acted 

13 aliciously and was guilty of ~anton and conscious disregard of 

RCALA 008124 

r 
l 

14 

15 

16 

the rights and feelings of Plaintiff~and by reason therecf 

Plaintiff demands ~emplary and punitive damages against 

Defendants ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASC~~·s . I 

17 an amount according to prccf. 

SIXTE CAUSE OF ACTION 

1n ~ 
t r 

l.8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

REDACTED ~ MT~OR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDI1-K AD 

26 

27 

'JD 

REDACTED 

LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress, 

~unitive Damages> 

39. Plaintiff REDACTED realleges anc 

incorporates by reference all allegations contained in th~ 

Fifth Cause of action herein as if set forth fully. 

-14-
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1 40. Defendant ROL~E~ ·~ conduct was intentional anci 

2 1 ralicious and done for the purpcse of causing Plaintiff to 
I 

3 i suffer humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical 

& /distress, and as a proximate resalt thereof Plaintiff has been 

5 I and will be required .to receive the aid, treatment, counseling 

6 I and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

the services of which will cause him to suffer monetary damage 

in an amount not yet ascertainec, but which will be shown by aL 

amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 

41. As a direct and Froximate result of the 
r 

intentional, .malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the 
L-

1 !:·~fendantsJand each of them, as herein above alleged, Plaintif: 

14 has suffered severe and permanect emotional distress, all to his 

15 general damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this court. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
REDACTED 

... ;· 

42. The conduct of the Defendants, and each of 

in doing the acts herein above alleged wa~alicious and 

oppressive and Defendants were g:::ilty of4a'nton disregard 

rights and feelings of Plaintiff and by reason thereof, 
/ 

Flaintiff demand~xemplary and ~Jnitive damages against 

Defendants in an amount accordin; to proof. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

- :;_ 

therr., 

of the 

6124 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

RCALA 008126 

REDACTED A M J 1::: , EY AND 'I'HROUGH 

HI~ GUARDIAN AD LITEM, REDACTED . AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Negligent Infliction of Lr.2tional Distress) 

4 3. Plaintiff realleges a.:-.5 incorporates here in by · 

5 reference each and every allegation contained in his Fifth and 

6 Sixth Causes of Action as if set fort~ fully herein. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

.26 

27 

')Q 

REDACTED 

44. At all times herein me=tioned, Defendants, and 

each of them, owed a duty of due care to Plaintiff to exercise 

reasonable care towards Plaintiff while Plaintiff was on the 

premises of Defendant S'l:. PASCHAL's a.::ld while Plaintiff was 

participating in confession. Defenda~~s, and each of them, 

breached said duty by failing to pre~ent Defendant ROEMER from 

perfo~ing the acts previously allegee and by failing to provide 

for the Plaintiff's safety. 

45. As a direct and proxiuate result of the negligent 

conduct by Defendants, and each of them, as herein alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer severe and 
• . 1 

permanent mental and emotional distress and as a prox1rnate 

result thereof, has been required anc will continue to receive 

the aid, treatment, counseling, and assistance of psychiatrists, 

psychologists, and physicians, the st.rvices of which will cause 

him to suffer monetary damage in an a.ount not yet ascertained, 

but which will be shown by an amendment to this complaint or 

according to proof. 

46. As a direct and proxinate result of the 

negligence of Defendants, and each o~ them, as above alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered severe and pe!"l!.anent emotional distress 

all to his general damage in a sum v~thin the jurisdictional 

mini~~~ of this court. 
6125 
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RCALA 008127 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

~1GHTH CAUSE OF AC'J 1 C 1, 

REDACTED 
A MINOR, BY AND ~~~JUGh HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEY.., REDACTED AGAINST DEFEND~:TS ROMAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHBISHOP OF WS ANGELES, ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

EDUCATION AND WELFARE CORPORATION, FhTHER REDACTED 

AND ST. PASCHAL'S 

(Negligent Employment, Punitive Damages) 

47. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

9 this reference all the allegations contained in his Fifth, Sixth 

10 Seventh ane Eighth Cau~es of Action. 

11 ~E. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

12 alleges that Defendants O'RYAN, ARCHBISHOF, ARCHDIOCESE, ST. 

13 PASCHAL'S, and DOES 21 through 30 were responsible in some 

14 manner for tiring. employing, and placing Defendant ROEMER in 

15 his positic~ as an employed priest at ST. FASCHAL's. 

16 4~- Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

17 alleges tha~ Defendant ROEMER was in char9e of children's 

18 services at ST. PASCHAL's. Plaintiff is f~rther informed and 

19 believes ar::': thereon alleges that in said capacity, Defendant 

20 ROEMER was encouraged by said Defendants tc, and did frequently, 

21 come in con~act with minor children. 

22 SC. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

23 alleges tha~ prior to placing Defendant ROEMER in said position 

24 of employmer.t, and after said Defendants ,.,..,__re notified of 

25 Defendant R~EMER'S sexual molestation of a parishoner's son as 

26 alleged abo~e, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCEIIOCESE, O'RYAN and 

27 ST. PASCHAL's knew or should have known the~ Defendant ROEMER 

28 had molested and would cont.inue to molest n.:nors with whom he 
REDACTED 

came in cor:tact. 
6126 
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RCALA 008128 

1 51. I~. spite of said knov>ledge, DefE:-.::=.nts ARCHBJSHOF, 

2 ARCHDIOCESE, O'F.Y.Z.~-..;, and ST. PASCHAL's continue:: to employ 

3 Defendant ROEMER in said capacity, and failed tc •arn minors or 

4 their parents or guardians of Defendant ROEMER'E conduct. 

5 52. As a proximate result of said Defendants' failure 

6 to warn and fail~re to exercise reasonable care as above 

7 alleged, Plaintiff came into contact with Defenaant ROEMER in 

a the course of S~. PASCHAL'S youth activities pro;ram, and 

9 suffered the injuries as above alleged, which injuries 

10 Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL's 

11 knew, or should have known, would occur. 

12 53. As a direct and proximate result of said failure 

13 to warn, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer mental 

14 and emotional dis~ess and as a proximate result thereof has 

15 been and will be required to receive the aid, treatment, 

16 counseling and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and 

17 physicians, the services of which will cause hi~ to suffer 

18 monetary damage Lc an amount not yet ~scertainecp but which will 

19 be shown by an amendment to this complaint or according to proof 

20 54. As a direct and proximate result of said failure 

21 to warn by Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered 

22 severe and permanent emotional distress, all to tis general 

23 damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this Court. 

24 

2& 
26 

27 

?.A 
REDACTED. 

55. The conduct of Defendants, and each of them, as 

hereinabove alleged, in failing to warn Plaintiff and in 

continuing to employ Defendant ROEMEL a position where he 

came in contact with children, was in*conscious disregard of the 

rights of Plaintiff and thereby entitled PJaintiff to ~unitive 

and exemplary da~.,3;-es in a sum to be shc~o.·n at tr:c.L 
6127 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

!>A 

REDACTED 

RCALA 008129 

f,: ~: :--:-: CAUSE OF ACTI Qt, 

REDACTED A MINOR. EY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN M LITEM, 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Assault anc Battery1[;/unitive Damages) 

's6. PlaintiffREDACTED is a minor fifteen CIS) 

years of age. On Z· Z~·l'f{ REDACTED Plaintiff's 

mother, a competent and responsible adult, was appointee by 

order duly given and rr.a::e by the above-entitled court, and is 

now the duly qualified and acting guardian ad litem of the minor 

Plaintiff in this actio~. 

57. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

reference each and every allegation in paragraphs 1 th~ough 9 of 

this complaint. 

~ During the summer of 1980, when Plaintiff was 

twelve Cl~ears of age, Plaintiff attended a sports camp 

sponsored by and held at ST. PASCHAL's from June 16 through June 

21, 1980. At various a:::: several times during the coD::-::e of 

said camp_ activities, ~efendant ROEME~ assaulted and bettered 

Plaintiff by~utting his arm around Plaintiff's shoulder, 

hugging and fondling Plaintiff, placing Defendant ROE¥.~'s head 

on Plaintiff's shoulder.\ Plaintiff attempted to avoic Defendant 

ROEMER during the periods following said conduct, but J:.efendant 

ROEMER repeatedly pursued Plaintiff and said, "You can't get 

away from me." ~efenda~t ROEMER then came up behind Plaintiff 

and wrapped his arms aroand him and put his chin on Plaintiff's 

shoulder. Plaintiff attempted to get away, but Defendant would 

not allow him to, and co~tinued to fondle him~ After the sports 

activities were over fc" one 
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RCALA 008130 

1 

2 

4 

5 

Flaintiff went to the front c: the church to wait for his ri~E. 

~e was sitting on a bench wh~~ Defendant ROEMER came up ana sat 

very close to him, forcing hiE body to touch Plaintiff's, anc 

Defendant ROEMER put his arrr around Plaintiff's shoulder] 

59. Each of the afcrementioned acts was offensive to 

6 Plaintiff, and by reason of t~e acts of Defendant ROEMER, 

7 Plaintiff was caused to suffer great mental, physical, nervo~~ 

8 and emotional pain and suffering. As a result of Plaintiff's 

9 injuries, Plaintiff suffered general damages in excess of the 

10 jurisdictional minimum of this Court. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

60. As a further direct and proximate result of tte 

acts of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the f !:.is 

employment by Defendants ARCE3ISBOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

PASCHAL's,. and each of them, Flaintiff has incurred and in tl::e 

future will incur expenses for the services of physicians, 

nurses and other medical and health care personnel for medical 

17 and incidental treatment. The exact amount of •such expenses is 
• 

18 unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend this 

19 complaint to set forth said s~ will be sought when the same 

20 have been ascertained. 

22 

23 

2.( 

25 

26 

27 

I)D 

REDACTED 

61. In making the t:ninvited and unprovoked attacks on 

Plaintiff as heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER acted 

m~i1clo~-~iy and was guilty ot.J'anton and conscious disregard of 

the rights and feelings of Plaintif~~ and by reason thereof 

Plaintiff demands&emplary and punitive damage_5 against 

Defendants ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL's in 

an amount according to proof. 

I 6129 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
REDACTED 

RCALA 008132 

ELEVENTH CAUSE OF A::IO~ 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH P.IS GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress) 

65. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

reference each and every allegation contained in his Nin twha d . v Tenth Causes of Action. 

66. At all times herein mentior:ed, Defendants, and 

each of tbe~m, owed a duty of due care to Flaintiff to exercise 

reasonable care towards Plaintiff while Plaintiff was on the 

premises and insure his safety at the church-sponsored sports 

camp. 

67. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent 

conduct by Defendants, and each of them, as herein alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer severe and 

permanent ~ntal and emo~ional distress ~3 as a proximate 
( 

result thereof, has been required and will continue to receive 

the aid, treatment, counseling, and assistance of psychiatrists, 

psychologists, and physicians, the services of whi~h will cause 

him to suffer monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, 

but which will be shown by an amendment tc this complaint or 

according to proof. 

68. As a direct and proximate result of the 

negligence of Defendants, and each of th~, as above alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress 

all to his general damage in a sum within the jurisdictional 

minimum of this court. 

6131 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

~a 

REDACTED 

T~ELFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
REDACTED 

'J... Ml~OR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUJ.FI:•IAN AD LITEM 

REDACTED 
AGAINS'I' DEFENDANTS ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 

LOS ANGELES, k~CHCIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES, EDUCbTION AND WELFARE 

CORPORATIOK, FATHER COLM O'RYAN, AND ST. PASCHAL'S 
I 

(r\e~ligent Employment, Punitive Dan:ages) ,.,.,..- ' 

69. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

this reference, each and every allegation contained in his 

Ninth, Tenth an~ Eleventh Causes of Action. 

70. Plaintiff is informed and belie•es and thereon 

alleges that Defendants O'RYAN, ARCHBISHOP, ARCEDIOCESE, ST. 

PASCHAL'S, ano DOES 21 through 30 were responsizle in some 

manner for hiri~g, employing and placing Defencant ROEMER in his 

position as an SI:ployed priest at ST. PASCHAL's. 

71. Plaintiff is informed and belie~es and thereon 

alleges that De~endant ROEMER was in charge of children's 

services at S'I. PASCHAL's~ Plaintiff is furthe= informed and 

believes and thereon alleges that in said capacity, Defendant 

ROEMER was encocraged by said Defendants to, an::; did frequently, 

come in contact l.-i th minor children. 

72. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that prior to placing Defendant ROEMER in said position 

of employment and after said Defendants were no~ified of 

Defendant ROEM~.'s sexual molestations of a parishoner's son as 

alleged above, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and 

ST. PASCHAL's kLew or should have known that De~endant ROEMER 

had molested anc would continue to molest minors with whom he 

carne in contact. 

6132 
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RCALA 008134 

1 73. In s~:~e of said kno~ledge, Defenda~~E ~RCHBISHOf 

2 ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYA~, a~d STe PASCHAL's continued to EL;loy De-

3 fendant ROEMER in saic capacity, and failed to warn :n.inors or 

4 their parents or guardians of Defendant ROEMER's con~~ct. 

5 74. As a F~oximate result of said Defenda~~s· failure 

6 to warn and failure tc exercise reasonable care as ab:::rve alleged 

7 Plaintiff came into cc:::1tact with Defendant ROEMER ir: the course 

8 of ST. PASCHAL'S acti~ities program and suffered the injuries as 

9 above alleged, which injuries Defendants ARCHBISHOP, hRCHDIOCESE 

10 O'RYAN, and ST. PASCE6L's knew or should have known, ~ould occur. 

11 75. As a c~rect and proximate result of said failure 

12 to warn, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suf::er mental 

13 and emotional distres~ and as a proximate result thereof has 

14 been and will be requ:red to receive the aid, treatm:=t, coun-

15 seling and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and 

16 physicians, the services of which will cause him to E~ffer rnone-

17 tary damage in an amoc.nt not yet ascerained, but whic': will be 

18 shown by an amendment to this complaint or accordng tc proof. 

19 "76. As a direct and proximate result of said failure 

20 to warn by Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff he.=: suffered 

21 severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his ~:neral 

22 damage in a sum withir: the jurisdiction of this Court. 

23 77. The co!:.:5uct of Defendants, and each o~ them, as 

21 hereinabove alleged, b failing to warn Plaintiff anc in failing 

25 

26 

27 

28 
REDACTED 

to exercise reasonable care towards-Plaintiff and in continuing 

to employ Defendant RCEMER in a position where he cane in 
. ~ 

contact with children was in ~onscious disregard of the rights 

of PlaintifUand there:~y entitles Plaintiff to puniti'"e and 

exemplary damages in 2 sun: to be shown at trial. 
6133 
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1 

.2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

1 h l:R TE~ \ =-:.: Cl1USE OF ACTl Ot\ 

A tH~OR, E:· J._t-<D THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD L1 ':":EJI,, 

AN INDIVIDUAL, AGhi~ST 

DEFENDANT'S ST. PASCHAL'S, ARCHBISHOP, AND ARCHDIOCESE 

<Breach of Contract) 

REDACTED 
7 8. 

REDACTED 
Plaintiff <hereinafter is 

a minor nine (9) years of a;e~ On Z- ZJ·~~ , REDACTED 

RCALA 00813,5 

9 REDACTED Plaintiff's motherv a competent and responsible ac~lt, 

was appointed by order duly 9iven and made by t~e above-entitled 10 

.11 court, and is now the duly ~~alified and acting guardian ac 

12 litem of a minor Plaintiff in this action. 

13 79. Plaintiffs REDACTED reallege and 

1-' incorporate herein by refere~ce each and every allegation i~ 

15 paragraphs 1 through B of ttis complaint. 

16 80. In April or May of 1980, in Thousand Oaks, 

17 California, Plaintiff REDACTED entered into a written 

18 contract with Defendants ST. PASCHAL's, ARCHBISHOP, and 

19 ARCHDIOCESE by the terms of ~hich Plaintiff agreed to pay 

.20 Defendants valuable consideration fo the privilege of having her 

.2!. family attend a religious far..ily retreat week-end sponsorec by 

22 said Defendants. Said reli~ious family retreat was held at Camp 

23 Yolijwa, in San Bernardino, California on May 10 and 11, 19eO. 

24 81. An implied obligation of said agreement bet•~n 

25 Plaintiff REDACTED ~d Defendants ST. PASCHAL's, 

.26 ARCHBISHOP and ARCHDIOCESE •as that the religious nature of said 

.27 retreat would be fostered by said Defendants, and that said 

2B 
REDACTED 

Defendants would exercise re2sonable care in provi-· 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

REDACTED 24 

25 

26 

27 

')0 

REDACTED 

r~asonably safe environrne~t fc: I:aintiff and her family, 

i~~luding REDACTED Further, there existed in said agreement an 

i~lied covenant of good faith and fair dealing. 

® On or about May 10 or 11, 1980, said Defendants, 

RCALA 008136 

and each of them, breached the atove-referenced obligations whe~ 

\i f d 11 - l · · f f 1 REDACTED ~e en ant ROEMER sexua y moleste~ P a1nt1 s son, 

REDACTED REDACTED k d f d · d h • · ' . as as e De en ar.t ROENBR to a1 1m 1n say1ng 

tis good-night prayers] as further explained hereinafter. 

83. Plaintiff REDACTED has performed all 

conditions, covenants and promises required by her to be 

performed on her part. 

84. As a result of De:endant's aforementioned breact 

cf the agreement as alleged, Pla:.r:tiff REDACTED 

ir.curred, and in the future will incur liability for expenses 

for the services of physicians an5 other medical and health can: 

personnel for medical and incide~tal treatment to her son, 

Flaintiff REDACTED who suffered severe mental and emotiona: 

distress As a consequential result of Defendant ROEMER's acts. 

Tbe exact amount of such expenses is unkno~~ to Plaintiff 

REDACTED at this time, b~t is in excess of the 

jurisdictional minimum of this c~~rt and will be shown at 

t~ia.l__. ,-- ~ 

\ BS. As a further res~lt of DEFENDANTS, and each of 

their, aforementioned breach of tbe agreement as alleged, 
I 

tlaintiff REDACTED has suffered mental and emotional 

fistress all to her damage in an amount in excess of the 

jurisdictional minimum of this ccort. 
---··-·-· 

I 
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1 I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

AGAINST ALL DEFEh::.;._~TS 

RCALA 008137 

6 

7 

~(Assault and Battery, Fur.itive Damages> 

~ On or about May 10, 196[ at a family retreat 

sponsored by Defendant ST. PASCHAL's hEld at Camp Yolijwa in San 

8 Bernarc:r:c, California, Plaintiff REDACTED:=sked Defendant ROEMER 

9 to help him say his goodnight prayers. Jl..fter saying the 

10 prayers, ~efendant ROEMERJ acting in tt:e his 
. . 't"-..._ 

. . REDACTED 
11 employrrent, assaulted and battered Pl21~t1ff >y reaching 

12 down Plaintiff REDACTED pajama bottoms c..::d rubbing Plaintiff's 

13 penis ~~ile patting Plaintiff on the head and talking to 

14 Plaintiff about the church and God. The aforementioned acts were 

15 offensive to Plaintiff, and by reason c: the acts of Defendant 

. . REDACTED 
16 ROEMER, Pla1nt1ff was caused to s=ffer great mental, 

17 physical, nervous and emotional pain ~= suffering. As a result 

18 of Plai~tiff's injuries, Plaintiff suf!ered general damages in 

19 excess cf the jurisdictional minimum o: this Court. 

20 87. As- a further direct anc proximate result of the 

21 acts of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

22 employm~.nt by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 1<..? :EDIOCESE, and ST. 

23 PASCHAL•s, and each of them, Plaintiff has incurred, and in the 

24 future ~ill incur further expenses for the services of 

25 physicians, nurses and other medical a:::,:: health care personnel 

26 for medical and incidental treatment. The exact amount of such 

.. expenses if unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend 

this coaplaint to set forth said sums ~ill be sought when the 

~e have been ascertained. 

6136 

CCI 002976 



RCALA 008138 

1 
BE. In ffiaking the unprovoked att2:~ on Plaintiff 

2 REDACTED ~ ~ 
s hen~cfore alleged, Defendant R0£1-i.£: actedmaliciously 

3 

4 

~ 5 
i 

'6 

·7 

8 

.9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

.,Q 

and was guilty of~~ ton and conscious disre9ard of the rights 

and feelings c: Plaintiff REDACTED and by reasc:: thereof Plaintiff 

demands~mplary and punitive damages agains~ Defendants 

ROEMER, ARCHEISSOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASC:~M's in an amount 

to be shown at trial. 

FIFTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGE EIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITE..~, REDACTED AGAINST ALL ~EFENDANTS 

rrntentional Infliction of Emot:onal 

Distress0unitive Damages) 

89. PlaintiffREDACTED realle~Es and incorporates 

by reference r.c.ragraphs 86 through 88 of his ~curteenth Cause of 

Action. 
- .. _,/ 

90. Defendant ROEMER's conduct was 1:ntentional and 

malicious and cone for the purpose of causing Plainiff to suffer 

humiliation, ~:e.ntal anguish, and emotional an:: physical 

distress, and as a proximate result thereof has been required to 

and continues to receive the aid, treatment, counseling and 

assistance of :.:sychiatrists, psychologists an:: physicians, the 

services of wtich have caused him to suffer nc~etary damage in 

an amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

amendment to ~is complaint or according to p~oof. 

I 

REDACTED 1 6137 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

j 91. 

intentional, malicio~~. extreme and outrageous acts cf the 

As a ~irect and proximate result of the 

Defendants, and eact of them, as hereinabove alleged, Plaintiff 

has suffered severe and permanent emotional distresE, all to 

his general damage i~ a sum within the jurisdiction of this 

court. 

92. The ccnduct of the Defendants, and Each of them, 

8 in doing the acts h€~einabove alleged wa~alicious and 

9. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
REDACTED 

oppressive and Defer::5ants were guilty o~anton disregard 

rights and feelings of Plainti~and by reason thereof, 

Plaintiff demand~emplary and punitive damages against 

Defendants in an a~~~nt according to proof. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
6138 
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RCALA 008140 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

S 1 X T E :: '; :- :; C f:, ll S E 0 F A C T1 0 N 

REDACTED A Y.l kJK, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDlh.!\ 

AD LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDA~TS 

(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress) 

93. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

6 reference each and every allegation contained in paragrap~s 86 

7 through 88 of his Fourtee~th Cause of action and each anc every 

8 allegation contained in hi~ Fifteen Cause of Action, as if set 

g forth fully herein. 

10 94. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and 

11 each of them, owed a duty of due care to Plaintiff to exercise 

12 reasonable care toward hi.: and to insure his safety at the 

13 church-sponsored camp. Defendants, and each of them, breached 

14 said duties by failing to prevent DEFENDANT ROEMER from 

15 performing the acts previ~Jsly alleged and by failing to provide 

16 for the Plaintiff's safety. 

17 95. As a direct and proximate result of the above 

l8 alleged conduct of Defenaa:Jts, and each of them, Plaintiff 

19 sustained·great emotional disturbance and shock and injury to 

20 his nervous system, all of which has caused and continues to 

21 cause, and will cause hi~ great physical and mental pain and 

22 suffering, all to his dama;e in an amount in excess of the 

23 jurisdictional minimum of this court. As a direct and proximate 

24 

25 

26 

27 

?A 
REDACTED 

result of the negligent co~duct as above alleged by Defencants, 

and each of them, Plaintiff has suff~red and continues to suffer 

mental and emotional distress and as a proximate result thereof, 

has been required to and continues to receive the aid, treat-

ment, counseling, and assi~tance of psy~hiatrists, psychclogists 

-30-
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l 

2 

3 

·4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

a~d physicians, the services of ~~ich have caused him to suffer 

monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will 

be shown by an amendment to this complaint or according to proof 

96. As a direct and proximate result of the negli-

gence of Defendants, and each of them, as above alleged, 

Flaintiff has suffered severe an~ permanent emotional distress 

all to his general damage in a s~~ within the jurisdictional 

Einimum of this court. 

SEVENTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

·11 REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND TEROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

AGAINST DEFEND1..N'I'S ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, 12 REDACTED 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

9R 

Q'RYAN, AND ST. PASCHAL'S 7 v-: /1 
(Negligent Employment, F~mitive Damages> 

97. PlaintiffREDACTEDrealleges and incorporates herei~ 

by this reference each and every allegation contained in . 
' paragraphs 86 through 88, inclusive, of his Fourteenth Cause of 

Action and each and every allegation contained in his Fifteenth 

and Sixteenth Causes of action, as if set forth fully herein. 

98. Plaintiff REDACTED is informed and believes and 

thereon alleges that at all times herein mentioned, Defendants 

~~~CRBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and DOES 21 through 30 were 

responsible in some manner in hiring, employing and placing 

Defendant ROEMER in his position as -an employed priest at ST. 

PASCHAL'S. 

99. Plaintiff REDACTED is informed and believes and 

REDACTED thereon alleges that at aJ 1 time~ here in n1entioned Defendant 

6140 
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REDACTED 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
REDACTED 

ROD<E:: .,..2!:: in charge ~f children's EE:.n:ices at S'l'. PASCHAL'S. 

Plaintiff is further informed and believes and thereon alleges 

that in said capacity, Defendant ROEY£R was encouraged to and 

did frequently come in contact with ainor children. 

100. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that prior to placing Defend~t ROEMER in said position 

of ~~loyment as above-described, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL'S knew or should have known 

that Defendant ROEMER had sexually mclested and would continue 

to molest minors with whom he came in contact. 

101. In spite of said knowledge, Defendants ARCHBISHOP 

ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL's, continued to employ 

Defenaant ROEMER in said capacity, anc~ailed to war~minors or 

their parents or guardians of Defenda~t ROEMER's conduct. 

102. As a proximate result of said Defendants' _employ-

ment of Defendant ROEMER, and ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, 0' RYAN 

and ST. PASCHAL's failure to warn as above-alleged, Plaintiff 

REDACTED • , 
came ~nto contact w1th Defendant ROEMER and suffered the 

injuries as above alleged, which injuries Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL's knew or should have 

.known, would occur. 

103. As a direct and proxi~te result of said failure 

to warn, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer mental 

and emotional distress and as ·a proxilt.ate result thereof has 

been required to and continues to receive the aid, treatment, 

counseling and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and 

physicians, the services of which have caused him to suffer 

RCALA 008142 

monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will 

be she•" t:y an amendment to this corr..;:-~aint or accordinq to proof. 

-32- 6141 
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1 2:~. As a direct and proximatE ~esult of said failure 

2 to warn by ~efendants, and each of them, F:aintiff has suffered 

3 severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his general 

4 damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of ~his Court. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

105. The conduct of Defendants, and each of them, as 

hereinabove alleged, in continuing to emplcy Defendant ROEMER 

and in failing to warn Plaintiff or his pa~ents or guardians was 
--'1 

in~scious disregard of the rights of Plaintif~~nd thereby 

entitles Plaintiff t~nitive and exemplary damage~n a sum to 

be shown at trial. 

~~EREFORE, Plaintiffs pray judgmc=t as follows: 

AS TO PLAIKTIF'FS REDACTED 

REDACTED 

05 ALL CAUSES OF ACTION: 

1. For general damages in a surr: vithin the 

18 jurisdiction of this court; 

19 · 2. For medical, psychiatric and c.ther health· care 

20 expenses according to proof; 

21 v/~ For exemplary and punitive darages in a sum 

22 according to proof; 

23 4. For costs of suit herein incurred; 

24 S. For such other and further relief as this court 

25 deems just and proper. 

26 

27 I 

~n I 
REDACTED 

6142 
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1 

2 

l-5 TO PLAI?-:TIFF'S .REDACTED 

ON THE THIRTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION: 

3 

4 

5 

1. For consequential carnages according to proof; 

ON THE FOURTEENTH THRO:.'GH SEVENTEENTH CAUSES OF ACTIO!\ 

2. For general damages in a sum within the 

6 jurisdiction of this court; 

? 3. For medical, psychiatric and other health care 

8 expenses according to proof; 

9 (9 For exemplary and p:.mitive damages in a sum 

10 according to proof; 

5. For costs of suit herein incurred; 11 

12 6. For such other and further relief as this court 

13 deems just and proper. 

14 

15 Dated: ~~<¥:_ 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
REDACTED 

.. 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

-3-!-
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~REDACTED 
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o\·~ ~~~ •I.-~\ ~ 
\0\ REDACTED ~~ ~ 

~ \0\ ~ \_0--..., 

'\?~ ..... . ~ 1\j"---"-- '~ '--\. 0"\.J-_ ~ 

~~"'-.~-
REDACTED 
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\ 

J 

REDACTED 

M E M 0 R A N D U M 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJ: 

CARDINAL MANNING . 

MONSIGNOR RAWDENI'­

MAY 4, 1984 

FATHER REDACTED 

Your Eminence: 

I telephoned FatherREDAcrEo today in answer to his letter 
and suggested he remain in Ireland till such time that"Tnis 
trial was over, because we did not feel it would be good for 
his health .. He readily agreed. 

I also indicated he would be receiving a telephone interview 
from our· attorney. When that would take place I was uncertain. 

~s_g_r_._Ha_w_kes 
------------

REDJl..CTED 

RCALA 008147 
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1 

2 

3 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

RCALA 008148 

-~~ -E, r TT· J\TE TT· .!!."'- ': (._} J.:f . ,.11_ .' 

fJUN 0 7 198!J 

r~ ~:· t: ~~), \"1 C:~~IF'. 

4 Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
r.: .. "'r •; ;·.' ~·. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF VENTURA 

REDACTED > 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 
) 

) 

) 

Plaintiffs ) 
) 

vs. ) 
) 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP ) 
OF LOS ANGELES, a California ) 
Corporation; ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ) 
ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE ) 
CORPORATION, a California ) 
Corporation; PATRICK ROEMER; ) 
FATHER COLM O'RYAN; ST. PASCHAL ) 
BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH, an ) 
unincorporated association; and ) 
DOES l through 50, inclusive. ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 

-------------------------------- ) 

~ Case No. 82750 

FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 
FOR DAMAGES (Breach of 

. Contract, Assault and 
~ Battery, Intentional 
Infliction of Emotional 
Distresses, Negligent 
Infliction of Emotional 
Distress, Negligent 
Employment, Punitive 
Damages) 

Plaintiffs complaint of Defendants, and each of 

them, and allege: 
I 
I 
I 

~ CA'',..{.i,L J 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION 

l. The true names and capacities, whether individual, 

corporate, associate or otherwise, of Defendants DOES I through 

50, inclusive, and each of them, are unknown to Plaintiffs, who 

therefore sue said Defendants by such fictitious names and will 

seek leave of court to amend this complaint to show their true 

names and capacities when the same are ascertained. Said 

Defendants are sued as principals or agents, servants and 

employees of said principals and all of the acts performed by 

them were performed within the course and scope of their 

authority and employment. 

2. At all times herein mentioned, each of the Defendants 

was the agent and employee of each of the remaining Defendants, 

and was acting within the purpose and scope of said agency and 

employment~ 

3. At all times herein mentioned, Defendant ROMAN 

CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS:ANGELES (hereinafter "ARCHBISHOP") 

was and is a California'corporation duly organized and existing 

under the ~aws of the State of California and authorized to 

transact and transacting business in the State of California, 

with its principal place of business in the County of Los 

Angeles. 

4. At all times herein mentioned, Defendant ARCHDIOCESE 

OF LOS ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE CORPORATION (hereinafter 

"ARCHDIOCESE"), was and is a corporation duly organized and 

existing under the laws of the State of California and 

authorized to transact and transacting business in the State of 

California, with its principal place of business in the County 

of Los Angeles. 
-2- 6025 
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7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

5. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and thereon 

allege that at all times herein mentioned, Defendant ST. PASCHAL 

BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH (hereinafter "ST. PASCHAL'S") was and is 

an incorporated association sued herein under the name by which 

it is known, doing business as a church with its principal 

office in the City of Thousand Oaks, County of Ventura, State of 

California. 

6. At all times herein mentioned, Defendant PATRICK 

ROEMER (hereinafter "ROEMER") was a priest of the Roman Catholic 

Church, in charge of children's services at ST. PASCHAL'S, em-

ployed by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL'S, 

and each of them, and in doing the acts herein alleged was 

acting in the course and scope of said employment. 

7. At all times herein mentioned, FATHER COLM O'RYAN 

(hereinaft~r "O'RYAN") was la priest of the Roman Catholic Church 

employed in a managerial capacity by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL'S, and each of them, and in doing 

the acts herein alleged 'was acting in the course and scope of 

said emplo~ment and in his managerial capacity. 

8. Between 1970 and 1978 in Santa Barbara and Ventura 

Counties, California, while employed as a priest by Defendants 

ARCHBISHOP and ARCHDIOCESE, Defendant ROEMER at various and 

several times informed various counselors, psychologists, and 

other personnel employed by Defendants ARCHBISHOP and 

ARCHDIOCESE of Defendant ROEMER's tendencies toward pedophilia 

and Defendant ROEMER'S prior and continuing sexual molestations 

of minor children. Defendant ROEMER told said counselors, 

psychologists, priests and other personnel that said acts of 

molestation were performed during the course and scope of 

-3-
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1 Defendant ROEMER's employment. Plaintiffs are informed and 

2 believe and thereon allege that the counselors, psychologists, 

3 priests and other personnel whom Defendant ROEMER informed as 

4 alleged above were officers, directors or managing agents of 

5 Defendant ARCHBISHOP. In continuing to employ Defendant ROEMER 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

in a position which would put him in contact with children, 

after acquiring said knowledge of his unfitness (his above-

described sexual molestation of minors), Defendant ARCHBISHOP 

acted in conscious disregard of the rights of safety of others, 

including the minor plaintiffs named herein. 

Plaintiffs are informed and believe and thereon 

allege that said counselors, psychologists and other persons 

(officers, directors and managing agents) knew or should have 

known that Defendant ROEMER would repeat these acts on minors, 
; 

with whom he would come in contact during the course and scope 

16 of his employment. Said psychologists,,counselors and other 

17 persons are named herein as Defendants DOES I through 20. When 

RCALA 008151 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Plaintiffs ascertain thf true names of said Defendants, Plain­

tiffs will seek leave to amend this complaint to add said names. 

9. On or about December 28, 1980, Plaintiff 

REDACTED a ST. PASCHAL'S parishoner and parent of a 

minor, her son, Plaintiff REDACTED who had been sexually 

23 molested by Defendant ROEMER as alleged with particularity 

24 hereinafter, informed Defendant O'RYAN that her son had been 

25 severely sexually molested by Defendant ROEMER and that such act 

26 was committed during the course and scope of ROEMER'S 

27 employment. Defendant O'RYAN assured Plaintiff REDACTED 

28 REDACTED that the matter would be investigated and remedied. 

-4-
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1 Thereafter, having been notified of Defendant ROEMER'S 

2 molestation of a minor, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, 

3 O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL's continued to employ Defendant ROEMER 

4 as a priest, and failed to take any precautions to insure the 

5 safety of minor children corning into contact with Defendant 

6 ROEMER. Moreover, said Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, 

7 O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL'S continued to employ Defendant ROEMER in 

8 a position at ST. PASCHAL'S, which placed him in charge of 

9 children's services, and encouraged him to use his position of 

10 authority as priest and teacher to lead the children of ST. 

11 PASCHAL'S parishioners in their religious learning at all times 

12 herein mentioned. In so doing, Defendants ARCHBISHOP and ST. 

13 PASCHAL'S ratified the acts of sexual molestation committed by 

14 Defendant J{OEMER in the cou~se and scope of his employment. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

FIRST .CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A ;MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM REDACTED t , AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Assault and Battery, Punitive Damages) 

10. Plaintiff REDACTED 

minor ten (10) years of age. 

(hereinafter REDACTED is a 

REDACTED On February 23, 1984, 

22 REDACTED Plaintiff's mother, a competent and responsible adult, 

23 

24 

25 

26 

was appointed by Order duly given and made by the above-entitled 

court, and is now the duly qualified and acting guardian ad 

litem of the minor plaintiff in this action. 

11. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

27 reference each and every allegation in paragraphs 1 through 9 of 

28 this Complaint as though fully set forth. 
6028 
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] 12. On or about January 26, 19 81, Plain tiff REDACTEDwas 

2 at Defendant ST. PASCHAL'S for Catholic Christian classes. 

3 Defendant ROEMER came outside of his office and asked Plaintiff 

4 REDACTED . . 
to come 1ns1de and look at some pictures. Defendant 

5 ROEMER then assaulted and battered Plaintiff REDACTED:>y lifting 

6 REDACTED up and placing REDAcTED on Defendant's leg. Defendant ROEMER 

7 showed Plaintiff REDACTED some pictures and put his hand under 

8 Plaintiff's shirt and rubbed Plaintiff's stomach. Defendant 

9 ROEMER then slid his hand down Plaintiff's pants and inside 

10 Plaintiff's underpants and rubbed REDACTED penis for several 

11 minutes. Defendant also kissed REDACTEDon the neck, near the ear, 

12 as he was rubbing Plaintiff. 

13. Each of the aforementioned acts was offensive to 13 

;14 

'15 

REDACTED 
and qy reason of the acts of Defendant ROEMER, Plaintiff 

was caused to suffer great mental, physical, nervous and 

16 emotional pain and suffering. As a result of Plaintiff's 

·17 injuries 1 Plaintiff suffered general damages in excess of the 

.18 jurisdictional minimum of this Court. 
t 
19 14. As a further direct and proximate result of the acts 

20 of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

21 employment by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

22 PASCHAL'S, and each of them, Plaintiff has incurred, and in the 

23 future will incur further expenses for the services of 

24 physicians, nurses, and other medical and health care personnel 

25 for medical and incidental treatment. The exact amount of such 

26 expenses is unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend 

27 this Compmlaint to set forth said sums will be sought when the 

28 same have been ascertained. 
6029 
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15. In making the uninvited and unprovoked attack on 

Plaintiff as heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER acted 

maliciously and was guilty of wanton and conscious disregard of 

the rights and feelings of Plaintiff, and by reason thereof 

·Plaintiff demands exemplary and punitive damages against 

Defendants ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL'S 

in an amount according to proof. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress, Punitive Damages) 

16. Plaintiff REDACTED realleges and incorporates 

:by reference all allegations contained in his First Cause of 
i 

Action, as if set forth fully herein. 

17. Defendant ROEMER's conduct was intentional and 

'malicious and done for the purpose of causing Plaintiff REDACTED:o 

suffer humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical 

distress, and as a proximate result thereof has been required to 

and will continue to receive the aid, treatment, counseling and 

assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, the 

services of which have caused him to suffer monetary damage in 

an amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 

18. As a direct and proximate result of the intentional 

malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the Defendants, and 

each of them, as hereinabove alleged, Plaintiff REDACTEDhas 

suffered severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his 

general damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this court. 

0 
(V) 

0 
\0 
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1 19. The conduct of Defendants ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, 

2 ARCHDIOCESE and ST. PASCHAL'S, and each of them, in doing the 

3 acts hereinabove alleged was malicious and oppressive and 

4 said Defendants were guilty of wanton disregard of the rights 

5 and feelings of Plaintiff and by reason thereof, Plaintiff 

6 demands exemplary and punitive damages against Defendants in an 

7 amount according to proof. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED , A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress> 

20. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by this 

14 reference each and every allegation contained in his First and 

15 Second Causes of Action, as if set forth fully herein. 

16 21. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and each 

RCALA 008155 

17 

18 

19 

of them, owed a duty of care to Plaintiff to exercise reasonable 

care toward Plaintiff while Plaintiff was on the premises of Sf. 

PASCHAL'S and to insure his safety at the church-sponsored 

20 above-described Catholic education classes. Defendants, and 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

each of them, breached said duty as previously alleged herein by 

failing to prevent Defendant ROEMER from performing the acts 

previously alleged and by failing to provide for the Plaintiff's 

safety. 

22. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent 

conduct by Defendants, and each of them, as herein alleged, 

Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer severe and 

permanent mental and emotional distress and as a proximate 

-8-
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result thereof, has been required to and will continue to 

receive the aid, treatment, counseling, and assistance of 

psychiatrists, psychologists, and physicians, the services of 

which have caused him to suffer monetary damage in an amount not 

yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an amendment to this 

complaint or according to proof. 

23. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence 

of Defenaants, and each of them, as above alleged, Plaintiff has 

suffered severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his 

general damage in a sum within the jurisdictional minimum of 

this Court. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

1 A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

AGAINST DEFENDANTS ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 

LOS ANGELES, ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES, EDUCATION AND ~LFARE 

CORPORATION, FATHER COLM O'RYAN, AND ST. PASCHAL'S · 

(Negligent Employment, Punitive Damages) 

24. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by this 

reference, each and every allegation contained in his First, 

Second and Third Causes of Action, as if set forth fully 

herein. 

25. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that Defendants O'RYAN, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, ST. 

PASCHAL'S, and DOES 21 through 30, were responsible in some 

manner for hiring, employing, and placing Defendant ROEMER in 

his position as an employed priest at ST. PASCHAL'S. 
6032 
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1 26. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

2 alleges that at all times herein mentioned Defendant ROEMER was 

3 in charge of children's services at ST. PASCHAL'S. Plaintiff is 

4 further informed and believes and thereon alleges that in said 

5 capacity, Defendant ROEMER was encouraged by said Defendants to, 

6 and did frequently, come in contact with minor children, 

7 including Plaintiff. 

8 27. REDACTED is informed and believes and thereon alleges 

9 that after Defendants ARCHDIOCESE, ARCHBISHOP, O'RYAN and ST. 

10 PASCHAL'S had been notified of Defendant ROEMER's sexual 

11 molestation as alleged in paragraphs 8 and 9 above, Defendants 

12 ARCHDIOCESE, ARCHBISHOP, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL'S knew or should 

13 have known that Defendant ROEMER had molested and would continue 

14 . to molest children with whom he came in contact. De~endants 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

ARCHDIOCESE, ARCHBISHOP, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL'S knew or should 

have known, due to the notice to said Defendants of Defendant 

ROEMER'S sexual problems, as alleged hereinbefore, that 

Defendant ROEMER was unfit for the position and capa9ity in 

which he was employed. 

28. In spite of said knowledge, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

21 ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL'S negligently continued to 

22 employ Defendant ROEMER in said capacity, negligently failed to 

23 exercise reasonable care towards the minor Plaintiffs named 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

herein, and negligently failed to warn said minor Plaintiffs, 

their parents or guardians of Defendant ROEMER'S conduct. 

29. As a proximate result of said Defendants' negligent 

employment, failure to warn, and failure to exercise reasonable 

care as above alleged, Plaintiff came into contact with 

-10-

RCALA 008157 

CCI 002996 



RCALA 008158 

1 Defendant ROEMER in the course of ST. PASCHAL'S youth activities 

2 program and suffered the injuries as above alleged, which 

3 injuries Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. 

4 PASCHAL'S knew, or should have known, would occur. 

5 30. As a direct and proximate result of said negligent 

6 employment, negligent failure to warn, and negligent failure to 

7 exercise reasonable care as above alleged, Plaintiff has 

8 suffered and continues to suffer mental and emotional distress 

9 and as a proximate result thereof has been required to and will 

10 continue to receive the aid, treatment, counseling and 

11 assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, the 

12 services of which have caused him to suffer monetary damage in 

13 an amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

14 amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

31. As a direct and proximate result of said negligent 

employment, negligent. failure to warn,and negligent failure to 

exercise reasonable care as above alleged, by defendants, and 

each of them, Plaintiff has suffered severe and permanent 

emotional distress, all to his general damage in a sum within 

the jurisdiction of this Court. 

32. The conduct of Defendants, and each of them, as 

22 hereinabove alleged, in failing to warn Plaintiff, in failing to 

23 exercise reasonable care towards Plaintiff, and in continuing to 

24 employ Defendant ROEMER in a position where he was in contact 

25 with Plaintiff and other children, was in conscious disregard of 

26 the rights of Plaintiff and constituted ratification of 

27 Defendant ROEMER • S acts. Plaintiff is thereby entitled to 

28 punitive and exemplary damages in a sum to be shown at trial. 

-11-
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FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Assault and Battery, Punitive Damages) 

33. plaintiff REDACTED ( h 
, f t REDACTED ere1na er 

is a minor, thirteen (13) years of age. On February 23, 1984, 

REDACTED , Plaintiff's mother, a competent and responsible 

adult, was appointed by order duly given and made by the 

above~ntitled court, and is now the duly qualified and acting 

guardian ad litem of the minor Plaintiff in this action. 

34. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

reference each and every allegation contained in paragraphs 1 
: l 

through 9 of this Complaint as though fully set 'forth. 

35. On or about January 19, 1981, _while Defendant ROEMER 

was hearing Plaintiff REDACTED confession on the premises of 

Defendant ST. PASCHAL'S, Defendant ROEMER assaulted and battered 

Plaintiff by rubbing his stomac~, chest, underarm area, and 

touching skin under his shirt, while Defendant and Plaintiff 

were sitting side by side in chairs. During the confession, 

Defendant also assaulted and battered Plaintiff by kissing him 

repeatedly on the right ear. 

36. Each of the aforementioned acts was offensive to 

Plaintiff, and by reason of the acts of Defendant ROEMER, 

Plaintiff was caused to suffer great mental, physical, nervous 

and emotional pain and suffering. As a result of Plaintiff's 

injuries, Plaintiff suffered general damages in excess of the 

jurisdictional minimum of this Court. 
6035 
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1 37. As a further direct and proximate result of the acts 

2 of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

3 employment by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

4 PASCHAL'S, and each of them, Plaintiff has incurred and in the 

5 future will incur expenses for the services of physicians, 

6 nurses and other medical and health care personnel for medical 

7 and incidental treatment. The exact amount of such expenses is 

8 unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend this 

9 complaint to set forth said sums will be sought when the same 

10 have been ascertained. 

38. In making the uninvited and unprovoked attack on 

Plaintiff as heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER acted 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

maliciously and was guilty of wanton and conscious disregard of 

the rights and feelings of Plaineiff, and by reason thereof 
' Plaintiff demands exemplary and punitive damages against 

Defendants ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, A~CHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL'S in 

an amount according to proof. 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM,REDACTED , AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

22 (Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress, Punitive Damages) 

23 

24 39. Plaintiff REDACTED realleges and 

25 incorporates by reference all allegations contained in the Fifth 

26 Cause of Action, as if set forth fully herein. 

27 1 

28 I 

_,._ 

6036 
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1 40. Defendant ROEMER's conduct was intentional and 

2 malicious and done for the purpose of causing Plaintiff to 

3 suffer humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical 

4 distress, and as a proximate result thereof Plaintiff has been 

5 and will be required to receive the aid, treatment, counseling 

6 and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, 

7 the services of which will cause him to suffer monetary damage 

8 in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

9 amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 

RCALA 008161 

10 41. As a direct and proximate result of the intentional, 

11 malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the Defendants, and 

12 each of them, as hereinabove alleged, Plaintiff has suffered 

13 severe and permanen't emotional distress, all to his general 

damage in a sum witp.in the jurisdiction of this Court. 14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

42. The conduct of the Defendants, and each of them, in 

doing the acts here.inabove alleged "''as malicious and oppressive 

and: Defendants were guilty of wanton disregard of the rights and 

feefings of Plaintiff and by reason thereof, Plaintiff demands 

exemplary and punitive damages against Defendants in an amount 

according to proof. 

SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED , A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD 

LITEM, ,REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress) 

43. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

reference each and every allegation contained in .his Fifth and 

28 Sixth Causes of Action, as if set forth fully herein. 

, A 
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1 44. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and each 

2 of them, owed a duty of due care to Plaintiff to exercise 

3 reasonable care towards Plaintiff while Plaintiff was on the 

4 premises of Defendant ST. PASCHAL'S and while Plaintiff was 

5 participating in confession. Defendants, and each of them, 

6 breached said duty by failing to prevent Defendant ROEMER from 

7 performing the acts previously alleged and by failing to provide 

8 for the Plaintiff's safety. 

9 45. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent 

10 conduct by Defendants, and each of them, as herein alleged, 

11 Plaintiff ha~ suffered and continues to suffer severe and 

12 permanent mental and emotional distress and as a proximate 

13 result thereof, has been required and will continue to receive 

14 the qid, treatment, counseling, and assistance of psychiatrists, 

15 psychologists, and physicians, the services of which will cause 

16 him to suffer monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, 

17 but which will be shown by an amendment to this complaint or 

18 according to proof. 

19 46. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence 

20 of Defendants, and each of them, as above alleged, Plaintiff has 

21 suffered severe and permanent emotional disress all to his 

22 general damage in a sum within the jurisdictional minimum of 

23 this court. 

24 1 

25 1 

26 1 

27 

28 

I 

I 
6038 
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EIGHTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST DEFENDANTS ROMAN CATHOLIC 

ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES, ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

EDUCATION AND WELFARE CORPORATION, FATHER COLM O'RYAN 

AND ST. PASCHAL'S 

(Negligent Employment, Punitive Damages) 

47. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by this 

reference all the allegations contained in his Fifth, Sixth, 

Seventh and Eighth Causes of Action. 

48. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

alleges that Defendants O'RYAN, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, ST. 

PASCHAL'S, and DOES 21 through 30 were responsible in some 

manner for hiring, .employing, and placing Defendant ROEMER in 

his position as an employed priest at ST. PASCHAL's. 

49. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

RCALA 008163 

alleges that at all times herein mentioned, Defendant ROEMER was 

in charge of children's services at ST. PASCHAL'S. Plaintiff is 

further informed and believes and thereon alleges that in said 

capacity, Defendant ROEMER was encouraged by said Defendnts to, 

and did frequently, come in contact with minor childreri 

including Plaintiff. 

50. REDACTED is informed and believes and thereon alleges 

that after Defendants ARCHDIOCESE, ARCHBISHOP, O'RYAN and ST. 

PASCHAL'S had been notified of Defendant ROEMER's sexual 

molestation as alleged, Defendants ARCHDIOCESE, ARCHBISHOP, 

0' RYAN and ST. PASCHAL.' S knew or should have known -that 

Defendant ROEMER had molested and would continue to molest 

-lf:.-
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1 children with who he came in contact. Defendants ARCHDIOCESE, 

2 ARCHBISHOP, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL'S knew or should have known, 

3 due to the notice to said Defendants of Defendant ROEMER's sexual 

4 problems, as alleged hereinbefore, that Defendant ROEMER was unfit 

5 for the position and capacity in which he was employed. 

6 51. In spite of said knowledge, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

7 ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHEL'S negligently coninued to 

8 employ Defendant ROEMER in said capacity, negligently continued to 

9 exercise reasonable care towards the minor Plaintiffs named 

10 herein, and negligently failed to warn said minor Plaintiffs, 

11 their parents or guardians of defendant ROEMER's conduct. 

12 52. As a proximate result of said Defendants' negligent 

13 employment of Defendant ROEMER, negligent failure to warn and 

14 negligent failure to exercise reasonable care as above alleged', 

15 Plaintiff came into contact with Defendant ROEMER in the cours·e of 

16 ST. PASCHAL's church program, and suffered the injuries as above 

17 alleged, which injuries Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN 

18 and ST. PASCHAL'S knew, or should have known, would occur. 

19 53. As a direct and proximate result of said failure to 

20 warn, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer mental and 

21 emotional distress and as a proximate result thereof has been and 

22 will be required to recieve the aid, treatment, counseling and 

23 assistance of psychiatrists, 

24 services of which will cause 

25 amount not yet ascertained, 

26 amendment 

27 I 

28 1 

to this complaint 

psychologists and physicians, the 

him to suffer monetary damage in an 

but which will be shown by an 

or according to proof. 

6040 
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1 54. As a direct and proximate result of said negligent 

2 employment of Defendant ROEMER, failure to exercise reasonable 

3 care towards Plaintiff and failure to warn by Defendants, and 

4 each of them, Plaintiff has suffered severe and permanent 

5 emotional distress, all to his general damage in a sum within 

6 the jurisdiction of this Court. 

7 55. The conduct of Defendants, and each of them, as 

8 hereinabove alleged, in negligently employing Defendant ROEMER, 

9 in failing to warn Plaintiff, and in continuing to employ 

10 Defendant ROEMER in a position where he came in contact with 

11 Plaintiff and other children, was in conscious disregard of the 

12 rights of Plaintiff and constituted ratification of Defendant 

13 ROEMER'S acts and thereby entitles Plaintiff to punitive and 

14 exemplary damages in a sum to be shown at tri~l. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

NINTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFEN~ANTS 

(Assault and Battery, Punitive Damages) 

56. PlaintiffREDACTED is a minor fifteen (15) years 

of age. on February 23, 1984, REDACTED Plaintiff's mother, 

a competent and responsible adult, was appointed by order duly 

given and made by the above-entitled court, and is now the duly 

qualified and acting guardian ad litem of the minor Plaintiff in 

this action. 

57. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

27 reference each and every allegation in paragraphs 1 through 8 of 

28 this complaint. 

I 
6041 
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1 58. During the summer of 1980, when Plaintiff was twelve 

2 (12) years of age, Plaintiff attended a sports camp sponsored by 

3 and held at ST. PASCHAL'S from June 16th through June 21st, 

4 1980. At various and several times during the course of said 

5 camp activities, Defendant ROEMER assaulted and battered 

6 Plaintiff by putting his arm around Plaintiff's shoulder, 

7 hugging and fondling Plaintiff, and pl~cing Defendant ROEMER's 

8 head on Plaintiff's shoulder. Plaintiff attempted to avoid 

9 Defendant ROEMER during the periods following said conduct, but 

10 Defendant ROEMER repeatedly pursued'Plaintiff and said, "You 

11 can't get away from me". Defendant ROEMER then came up behind 

12 Plaintiff and wrapped his arms around him and put his chin on 

13 Plaintiff's shoulder. Plaintiff attempted to get away, but 

14 Defendant would not allow him to, and continue~ to fondle him. 
. I 

15 After the sports activities were over for one of the 

16 above-mentioned days, Plaintiff went to the front of the church 

17 to wait for his ride. He was sitting on a bench_when Defendant 

18 

19 

20 

21 

ROEMER came up and sat very cl9se to him, forcing his body to 

touch Plaintiff's, and Defendant ROEMER put his arm around 

Plaintiff's shoulder. 

59. Each of the aforementioned acts was offensive to 

22 Plaintiff, and by reason of the acts of Defendant ROEMER, 

23 Plaintiff was caused to suffer great mental, physical, nervous 

24 and emotional pain and suffering. As a result of Plaintiff's 

25 injuries, Plaintiff suffered general damages in excess of the 

26 jurisdictional minimum of this Court. 

27 

28 

60. As a further direct and proximate result of the acts 

of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

-·, n .. 
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1 employment by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

2 PASCHAL'S, and each of them, Plaintiff has incurred and in the 

3 future will incur, expenses for the services of physicians, 

4 nurses and other medical and health care personnel for medical 

5 and incidental treatment. The exact amount of such expenses is 

6 unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend this 

7 complaint to set forth said sums will be sought when the same 

8 have been ascertained. 

61. In making the uninvited and unprovoked attacks on 

Plaintiff as heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER acted 

maliciously and was guilty of wanton and conscious disregard of 

the rights and feelings of Plaintiff, and by reason thereof 

Plaintiff demands exemplary and punitive damages against 

RCALA 008167 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Defendants ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ~RCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL'S in 
; 

an amount according to proof. 

TENTH OAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED , tA MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

REDACTED . AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress, Punitive Damages) 

62. Plaintiff REDACTED realleges and incorporates by 

23 reference all allegations contained in the Ninth Cause of Action 

24 as if set forth fully herein. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

63. Defendant ROEMER's conduct was intentional and 

malicious and done for the purpose of causing Plaintiff to 

suffer humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical 

distress, and as a proximate result thereof Plaintiff has been 

-20-
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1 and will be required to receive the aid, treatment, counseling and 

2 assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, their 

3 services of which will cause him to suffer monetary damage in an 

4 amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

5 amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 

6 64. As a direct and proximate result of the intentional, 

7 malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the intentional, 

8 malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the Defendants, and each 

9 of them, as hereinabove alleged, Plainriff has suffered severe and 

10 permanent emotional distress, all to his general damage in a sum 

11 within the jurisdiction of this Court. 

12 65. The conduct of the Defendants, and each of them, in 

13 doing the acts hereinabove alleged was malicious and oppressive 

14 ~nd Defendants w~re guilty of wanton disr~gard of the rights and 

15 feelings of Plaintiff and by reason thereof, Plaintiff demands 

16 exemplary and punitive damages aginst Defendants in an amount 

17 according to proof. 

18 ELEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

19 

20 

21 

22 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM 

REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress) 

66. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by 

23 reference each and every allegation contained in his Ninth and 

24 Tenth Causes of Action. 

25 67. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and each 

26 of them, owed a duty of due care to Plaintiff to exercise 

27 reasonable care towards Plaintiff while Plaintiff was on the 

28 premises and insure his safety at the church-sponsored sports 

-21-
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1 68. As a direct and proximate result of the negligent 

2 conduct by Defendants, and each of them, as herein alleged, 

3 Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer severe and 

4 permanent mental and emotional distress and as a proximate result 

5 thereof, has been required and will continue to receive the aid, 

6 treatment, counseling, and assistance of psychiatrists, 

7 psychologists, and physicians, the services of which will cause 

8 him to suffer monetary damage in a amount not yet ascertained, 

9 but which will be shown by an amendment to this complaint or 

10 according to proof. 

11 69. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence 

12 of Defendants, and each of them, as above alleged, Plaintiff has 

13 suffered severe and permanent emotional distress all to his 

14 g~neral damage in a sum within the jurisdictional minimum of this 

15 Court. 

16 

17 TWELFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM 18 REDACTED 

19 REDACTED , AGAINST DEFENDANTS ROMAN CATHOLIC ~CHBISHOP OF LOS 

20 ANGELES, ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 

21 CORPORATION, FATHER COLM O'RYAN, AND ST~ PASCHAL'S 

22 {Negligent Employment, Punitive Damages) 

23 

24 70. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates herein by this 

25 reference, each and every allegation contained in his Ninth, 

26 Tenth, and Eleventh Causes of Action. 

27 I 

28 I 6045 
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1 71. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

2 alleges that Defendants O'RYAN, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, ST. 

3 PASCHAL'S, and DOES 21 through 30 were responsible in some 

RCALA 008170 

4 manner for hiring, employing and placing Defendant ROEMER in his 

5 position 'as an employed priest at ST. PASCHAL'S. 

6 72. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

7 alleges that Defendant ROEMER was in charge of children's 

8 services at ST. PASCHAL'S. Plaintiff is further informed and 

9 believes and thereon alleges that in said capacity, Defendant 

10 ROEMER was encouraged by said Defendants to, and did frequently, 

11 come in contact with minor children. 

12 73. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

13 alleges that prior to placing Defendant ROEMER in said position 

14 of employment and after said Defendants were notified of 

15 Defendant ROEMER'S sexual molestations of minors as above 

16 alleged, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. 

17 PASCHAL'S knew or should have known that Defendant ROEMER had 

18 molested and would continue to molest minors with whom he came 

19 in contact. 

74. In spite of said knowledge, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL'S continued to employ 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

Defendant ROEMER in said capacity, and failed to warn minors or 

their parents or guardians of Defendant ROEMER'S conduct. 

75. As a proximate result of said Defendants' negligent 

25 employment, failure to warn, and failure to exercise reasonable 

26 

27 

28 

care as above alleged, Plaintiff came into contact with 

Defendant ROEMER in the course of ST. PASCHAL'S activities 

program and suffered the injuries as above alleged, which 

CCI 003009 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

injuries Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. 

PASCHAL'S knew or should have known, would occur. 

76. As a direct and proximate result of said negligent 

employment, failure to warn, and failure to exercise reasonable 

care, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer mental and 

emotional distress and as a proximate result thereof has been 

and will be required to receive the aid, treatment, counseling 

and assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, 

the services of which will cause him to suffer monetary damage 

in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 

77. As a direct and proximate result of said negligent 

employment, failure to warn, and failure to exercise reasonable 

care by Defendants, and each of them, Plaintiff has suffered 

severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his general 

damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of this Court. 

RCALA 008171 

78. The conduct of Defendants, and each of them, as 

hereinabove alleged, negligently continuing to employ Defendants 

ROEMER, in failing to warn Plaintiff and in failing to exercise 

reasonable care towards Plaintiff and in continuing to employ 

Defendants ROEMER in a position where he came in contact with 

children was in conscious disregard of the rights of Plaintiff 

and thereby entitles Plaintiff to punitive and exemplary damages 

in a sum to be shown at trial. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

-24-
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

THIRTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED , AN INDIVIDUAL, AS AGAINST DEFENDANTS 

ST. PASCHAL'S, ARCHBISHOP, AND ARCHDIOCESE 

(Breach of Contract} 

79. Plaintiff REDACTED realleges and 

8 incorporates herein by reference each and every allegation in 

9 paragraphs 1 through 8 of this complaint. 

10 80. In April or May of 1980, in Thousand Oaks, 

11 California, Plaintiff REDACTED , entered into a written 

12 contract with Defendants ST. PASCHAL'S, ARCHBISHOP, and 

13 ARCHDIOCESE by the terms of which Plaintiff agreed to pay 

RCALA 008172 

14 Defendants valuable consideration for the privilegs :of having her 

15 family, including her son REDACTED 
i 

, attend a religious 

16 family retreat week-end sponsored by said Defendants. Said 

17 religious family retreat was held at Camp Yolijwa, in San 

18 Bernardino, California, on May 10, and 11, 1980. 

19 81. An implied obligation of said agreement between 

20 Plaintiff REDACTED and Defendants ST. PASCHAL'S, 

21 ARCHBISHOP and ARCHDIOCESE was that the religious nature of said 

22 retreat would be fostered by said Defendants, and that said 

23 Defendants would exercise reasonable care in providing a 

24 reasonably safe environment for Plaintiff and her family, 

25 including her sonREDACTED • Further, there existed in said 

26 agreement an implied covenant of good faith and fair _dealing. 

27 82. On or about May 10, or 11, 1980, said Defendants, 

28 and each of them, breached the above-referenced obligations when 

CCI 003011 



Defendant ROEMER sexually molested Plaintiff's son, REDACTED 

REDACTED 
when REDACTED asked Defendant ROEMER to aid him in saying 

his good-night prayers, as further explained hereinafter. 

83. Plaintiff REDACTED has performed all 

conditions, covenants and promises required by her to be 

performed on her part. 

84. As a result of Defendant's aformentioned breach of 

the agreement as alleged, Plain tiff REDACTED has 

RCALA 008173 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 incurred, and in the future will incur liability for expenses for 

the services of physicians and other medical and health care 

personnel for medical and incidental treatment to her son, 

10 

11 

12 

13 

PlaintiffREDACTED who suffered severe mental and emotional 

distress as a consequential result of Defendant ROEMER'S acts. 

14 The exact amount of such expenses in·; unknown to Plai~tiff 

15 REDACTED at this time, but is in excess of the 

16 jurisdictional minimum of this court and will be shown at trial. 

17 85. As a further result of Defendants, and each of their 

18 aforementioned breach of the agreeme~t as alleged, Plaintiff 

19 REDACTED has-suffered mental and emotional distress all 

20 to her damage in an amount in excess of the jurisdicitonal 

21 minimum of this Court. 

22 I 

23 I 

24 I 

25 I 

26 I 

27 I 

28 1 
6049 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

FOURTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD 

LITEM, REDACTED AND )REDACTED , AN INDIVIDUAL 

(Assault and Battery, Punitive Damages) 

86. On or about May 10, 1980 at a family retreat 

RCALA 008174 

6 sponsored by Defendant ST. PASCHAL'S held at Camp Yolijwa in San 

7 Bernardno, California, Plaintiff REDACTED asked Defendant ROEMER to 

8 help him say his goodnight prayers. After saying the prayers, 

9 Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

10 employment, assaulted and battered Plaintiff REDACTED by reaching 

11 down Plaintiff REDACTED pajama bottoms and rubbing Plaintiff's 

12 penis while patting plaintiff on the head and talking to 

13 Plaintiff about the Church and God. The aforementioned acts were 

14 offensive to Plaintiff, and by reason1of the acts of Defendant 

15 ROEMER, Plaintiff REDACTED was caused to suffer great mental, 

16 physical, nervous and emotional pain and suffering. As a result 

17 of Plaintiff's injuries, Plaintiff,suffered general damages in 

18 excess of the jurisdictional minimum of this Court. . t 
19 87. As a further direct and proximate result of the acts 

20 of Defendant ROEMER, acting in the course and scope of his 

21 employment by Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. 

22 PASCHAL'S, and each of them, Plaintiff has incurred, and in the 

23 future will incur further expenses for the services of 

24 physicians, nurses and other medical and health care personnel 

25 for medical and incidental treatment. The exact amount of such 

26 expenses is unknown to Plaintiff at this time. Leave to amend 

27 this complaint to set forth said sums will be sought when the 

28 I 
6050 
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1 same have been ascertained. 

2 88. In making the unprovoked attack on Plaintiff REDACTED 

3 as heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER acted maliciously and 

4 was guilty of wanton and conscious disregard of the rights and 

5 feelings of Plaintiff REDACTED, and by reason thereof Plaintiff 

6 demands exemplary and punitive damages against Defendants 

7 ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and ST. PASCHAL'S in an amount 

8 to be shown at trial. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

FIFTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDANTS 

(Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress, 

P*nitive Damages) 

89. Plaintiff REDACTED realleges and incorporates 

17 by reference paragraphs 86 through 88 of his Fourteenth Cause of 

18 

19 
action. i 

90. Defendant ROEMER's conduct was intentional and 

20 malicious and done for the purpose of causing Plaintiff to 

21 suffer humiliation, mental anguish, and emotional and physical 

22 distress, and as a proximate result thereof has been required to 

23 and continues to receive the aid, treatment, counseling and 

24 assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, the 

25 services of which have caused him to suffer monetary damage in 

26 an amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

27 amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 

28 
6051 
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1 91. As a direct and proximate result of the intention~!, 

2 malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the Defendants, and 

3 each of them, as hereinabove alleged, Plaintiff has suffered 

4 severe and permanent emotional distress, all to his general 

5 damage in a sum within the jurisdi~tion of this court. 

6 92. The conduct of the Defendants, and each of them, in 

RCALA 008176 

7 doing the acts hereinabove alleged was malicious and oppressive 

8 and Defendants were guilty of wanton-disregard of the rights and 

9 feelings of Plaintiff and by reason thereof, Plaintiff demands 

10 exemplary and punitive damages against Defendants in an amount 

11 according to proof. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

SIXTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROU~H HIS GUARDIAN 

AD LITEM, REDACTED AGAINST ALL DEFENDNTS 

(Negligent Inflition of Emotional Distress) 

93. Plaintiff rea~leges and incorporates herein by 

19 reference each and every allegation contained in paragraphs 86 

20 through 88 of his Fourteenth Cause of·Action and each and every 

21 allegation contained in his Fifteenth Cause of Action, as if set 

22 forth fully herein. 

23 94. At all times herein mentioned, Defendants, and each 

24 of them, owed a duty of due care to Plaintiff to exercise 

25 reasonable care toward him and to insure his safety at the 

26 church-sponsored camp. Defendants, and each of them, breached 

27 said duties by faling to prevent Defendant ROEMER from 

provide I 28 performing the acts previously alleged and by failing to 

-?0-
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1 for the Plaintiff's safety. 

2 95. As a direct and proximate result of the above 

3 alleged conduct of Defendents and each of them, Plaintiff 

4 sustained great emotional disturbance and shock and injury to his 

5 nervous system, all of which has caused and continues to cause, 

6 and will cause him great physical and mental pain and suffering, 

7 all to his damage in an amount in excess of the jurisdictional 

8 minimum of this court. As a direct and proximate result of the 

9 negligent conduct as above alleged by Defendants, and each of 

10 them, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to suffer mental and 

11 emotional distress and as a proximate result thereof, has been 

12 required to and continues to receive the aid, treatment, 

13 counseling and assistance of:psychiatrists, psychologists and 

14 physicians, yhe services of 'fhich have caused him to s
1
uffer 

15 monetary damage in an amount not yet ascertained, but which will 

16 be shown by an amendment to this complaint or according to 

17 proof. 

18 96. As a direct and proximate result of the negligence 
t 

19 of Defendants, and each of them, as above alleged, Plaintiff has 

20 suffered severe and permanent emotional distress all to his 

21 general damage in a sum within the jurisdictional minimum of this 

22 Court. 

23 I 

24 I 

25 I 

26 I 

27 I 

28 I 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

SEVENTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

REDACTED A MINOR, BY AND THROUGH HIS GUARDIAN AD LITEM, 

REDACTED AGAINST DEFENDANTS ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, 

O'RYAN, AND ST. PASCHAL'S 

(Negligent Employment, Punitive Damages) 

97. Plaintiff REDACTED realleges and incorporates herein 

RCALA 008178 

this reference each and every allegation contained in paragraphs 

9 86 through 88, inclusive, of his Fourteenth Cause of Action and 

10 each and every allegation contained in his Fifteenth and 

11 Sixteenth.Causes of Action, as if set forth fully herein. . ,. 
12 98. PlaintiffREDACTED is informed and believes and thereon 

13 alleges that ail times herein mentioned, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

14. ASRCHDIOESE, 0\RYAN, and DOES 21 thr9ug~ 30 were responsible in 
! 

15. some manner in hiring, employing and placing Defendant ROEMER in 

16 his position as an employed priest at ST. PASCHAL'S. 

99. P+aintiff REDACTED is informed and believes and theron 

18 alleges tht all times herein mentioned Defendant ROEMER was in 

19 charge of children's services at ST. PASCHAL'S. Plaintiff is 

20 further infonmed and believes and theron alleges that in said 

21 capacity, Defendant ROEMER was encouraged to and did frequently 

22 come in contact with minor children. 

23 100. Plaintiff is informed and believes and thereon 

24 alleges that prior to placing Defendant ROEMER in said position 

25 of employment as above-described, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

26 ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL'S knew or should have known 

27 that Defendant ROEMER had sexually molested and would continue to 

28 molest minors with whom he came in contact. 

6054 
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1 101. In spite of said knowledge, Defendants ARCHBISHOP, 

2 ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL'S continued to employ 

3 Defendants ROEMER in said capacity, and failed to warn minors or 

4 their parents or guardians of Defendant ROEMER'S conduct. 

5 102. As a proximate result of said Defendants' 

6 employment of Defendant ROEMER, and ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, 

7 O'RYAN and ST. PASCHAL'S failure to warn as above-alleged, 

8 Plaintiff REDACTED; came into contact with Defendant ROEMER and 

9 suffered the injuries as above alleged, which injuries 

10 Defendants ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, O'RYAN, and ST. PASCHAL'S 

11 knew or should hve known would occur. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

103. As a direct and proximate result of said negligent 

employment and of said failure to warn by Defendants, Plaintiff 

has suffered and continues to suffe~ mental and emotional · 

disress and as a proximate result thereof has been required to 

and continues to receive the aid, treatment, counseling and 

assistance of psychiatrists, psychologists and physicians, the 

services of which h~ve caused him to suffer monetary damage in 

an amount not yet ascertained, but which will be shown by an 

amendment to this complaint or according to proof. 

104. As a direct and proximate result of said negligent 

employment and failure to warn by Defendants, and each of them, 

Plaintiff has suffered severe and permanent emotional distress, 

all to his general damage in a sum within the jurisdiction of 

this Court. 

105. The conduct of Defendants, and each of them, as 

hereinabove alleged, in continuing to employ Defendant ROEMER 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 and in failing to warn Plaintiff or his parents or guardians was 
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1 in conscious disregard of the rights of Plaintiff and thereby 

2 entitles Plaintiff to punitive and exemplary damages in a sum to 

3 be shown at trial. 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray judgment as follows: 

AS TO PLAINTIFFS HEDACTED 

REDACTED 

ON ALL CAUSES OF ACTION: 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 1. For general damages in a sum within the jurisdiction 

10 of this court; 

11 2. For medical, psychiatric and other health care 

12 expenses according to proof; 

13 3. For exemplary and punitive damages in a sum according 

14 to proof. 

15 

16 

4. For pre]udgment interest; 

5. for costs of suit herein incurred; 

17 6. for such other and further relief as this court deems 

18 just and proper. 
t 

19 AS TO PLAINTIFF REDACTED 

20 ON THE THIRTEENTH CAUSE OF ACTION: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

1. For consequential damages according to proof; 

2. For damages for emotional distress according to 

proof; 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 6056 
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1 3. For costs of suit herein incurred; 

2 4. For such other and further relief as this court deems 

3 just and proper. 

4 

5 DATED: June. -4) 196 ~ 

6 
REDACTED 

7 

8 
REDACTED 

9 

10 I 

11 I 

12 I 

13 I 

14 I 

15 I 

16 I 

17 I 

18 I 

19 I 

20 I 

21 I 

22 I 

23 I 

24 I 

25 I 

26 I 

27 I 

28 I 6057 
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1 

2 

3 STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

4 COUNTY OF VENTURA 

5 

PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL 

) 

) ss 
) 

RCALA 008182 

6 I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the 

? County aforesaid; 1 am over the age of eighteen years and not a 

8 party to the within entitled action. My business address is 

9 340 Rosewood Avenue, Suite •o,• Camarillo, California 93010. 

10 On June 5, 1984 , I served the within 

11 FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES (Breach of Contract, Assault 
and Battery, Intent1onal Infl1ct1on of Emotional Distresses, 

12 Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress, Negligent Employment, 
Pun1t1ve Damages 

13 

14 on the Attorneys for Defendant 
ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP 

in said action by placing a 

15 true copy thereof, enclosed in a sealed envelope with postage 

16 thereon fully prepaid, in the United States mail at Camarillo, 

1? California, addressed as follows: 
' 

l;B REDACTED 

19 

20 

21 

22 I declare unaer penalty of perjury that the foregoing is 

23 true and correct. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
,w orr•~ 01'" 
•cCONVILL.I: 
, 5A.MONSKY 
10001rwooo A¥1. 

autnl o 
C...NA.•rl..LC • 
.JI"'ftHIA 113010 
0!1 > .,..-0!1 , .. 

Executed on June 5, 1984 at Camarillo, california. 

REDACTED 

6058 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

REDACTED 

Attorneys for Defendant t ROMAN CATHOLIC 
a corporation sole 

fILED 
AUG -9 1984 

RICHARD D. DEAN, County Clt~"rk . 

9y_..,"""!"'-~~~-=---
0f!DUIY Cqunty Clerk 

ARCHBISHOP 0~ LOS ANGELES, 

.,. 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF 

FOR THE COUNTY OF VENTURA 

·' 
. 

REDACTED 

Plaintiffs, 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS 
ANGELES, a California Corporation: 
ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES, 
EDUCATION AND WELFARE CORPORATION, 
a California Corporation: PATRICK 
ROEMER: FATHER COLM O'RYAN~ ST. 
PASCHAL BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH, an 
unincorporated association; and 
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1 

2 

3 

MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES 

A. Introduction 

• Plaintiffs' first amended complaint totally misses 

5 the point which was made and sustained by this Court at 

6 the time of defendant's demurrer to plaintiffs' original 

7 complaint. 

8 

9 The demurrer was sustained because the plaintiff 

10 failed to allege with legal sufficiency that defendant 

11 Roman Catholic Archbishop could be held vicariously liable 

12 for the sexual misconduct of its priests, in this case the 

13 defendant Patrick Roemer. In plaintiff's original complaint 

14 the plaintiffs alleged the following: 

15 

16 1. On page 3, paragraph 6, that "defendant "Patrick 

17 Roemer was a priest of the Roman catholic Church employed 

18 by defendants' Archbishop, Archdiocese, and St. Paschel's, 

19 and each of them, and in doing the acts herein alleged 

20 was acting in the course and scope of said employment.• 

21 

22 2. On page 3, paragraph 7, • • and in doing 

23 the acts herein alleged was acting in the course and 

24 scope of said employment and in his managerial capacity." 

25 

26 

27 

28 

3. On page 3, paragraph a, • ••• his prior sexual 

molestations of minor children, some of which were performed 

during the course and scope of defendant Romer's employment.• 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

4. Plaintiff further alleges that all other sexual 

acts were within •course and scope" at page 4, paragraph 

9~ at page 6, paragraph 14: at page 14, paragraph 37: at 

page 20, paragraph 60: at page 27, paragraph 86: at page 

27, paragraph 87. 

Now the plaintiffs have filed a first amended 

complaint which alleges nothing new in this regard. 

Plaintiffs simply repeat the conclusion and allegation 

that defendant Roemer acted in the •course and scope• and 

then plaintiffs have thrown in for good measure that: 

"Defendant Patrick Roemer ••• was a 

priest of the Roman Catholic Church, 

in charge of children's services at 

St. Paschel's, ••• and in doing the 

acts herein alleged was acting in the 

course and scope of said employment.• _ 

(Page 3, paragraph 6.) 

and that: 

"Defendant Roemer told said counselors, 

psychologists, priests and other personnel 

that said acts of molestation were performed 

during the course and scope of said defendant 

Roemer's employment." (Page 3, paragraph 8.) 

(The underscored is all that is new in 

plaintiffs' allegations.) 
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1 These changes do not cure the defects of the previous 

2 complaint. There are only changes in style and format, 

3 but not substance. 

4 

5 

6 B. Authority for Demurrer and Motion to Strike 

7 

8 A defendant may demurrer to a complaint when it 

9 appears on the face of the complaint that the pleading 

10 does not state facts sufficient to constitute a cause of 

11 action. (Code of Civil Procedure, §430.10{e).) 

12 

13 A complaint must state facts constituting a complete 

14 cause of action without the aid of conjectured facts not 

15 stated. (Lambert v. Southern Counties Gas Co. {1959) 52 

16 C.2d 347, 352.} 

17 

18 If a pleading is not only insufficient, but it is 

19 evident that it cannot be made sufficient, a demurrer 

20 without leave to amend may be employed. (Wilson v. Sharp 

21 ( 1954) 42 C. 2d 67 5, 677 ~ Barr Lumber Company v. Shaffer 

22 {1951) 108 Cal.App.2d 4, 23.) 

23 

24 A defendant may also demurrer to a complaint when it 

25 appears from the face thereof that the complaint is 

26 uncertain. (Code of Civil Procedure, §430.10(f).) 

27 

28 Ill 5983 
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1 Every statement of fact in a complaint must be direct 

2 and certain and not by ~ay of inference, or a demurrer to 

3 the complaint for uncertainty will lie. (Kraner v. Halsey 

4 (1889) 82 c .. 209, 2121 Bernstein v. Piller (1950) 98 

5 Cal.App.2d 441, 443-444.) 

6 

7 A defendant may also demurrer to a complaint where 

8 it appears from the face thereof that there is a defect 

9 or misjoinder of parties. (Code of Civil Procedure, 

10 §430.10(a).) 

11 

12 

13 I. ALMA W. CLEARLY STANDS FOR THE PROPOSITION THAT 

14 REGARDLESS OF THE WORK A PRIEST OR CLERGYMAN PERFORMS, 

15 EVEN IF IT IS RELATED TO •cHILDREN'S SERVICEs,• 

16 SEXUAL MISCONDUCT IS ALWAYS BEYOND 

17 THE COURSE AND SCOPE OF HIS CLERICAL DUTIES. 

18 

19 Consequently, Alma w. demands that as a matter of 

20 law, when Fr. Roemer began molesting said plaintiffs he 

21 was removed from the course and scope of his clerical 

22 duties because his wrongful action has become so attenuated 

23 that the law will not hold the defendant, the Roman 

24 Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles, a corporation sole 

25 (•Archbishop•), vicariously liable. Further, in the 

26 instant case, not only are Fr. Roemer's acts so •attenuated" 

27 that the law flatly refuses to impose liability, but defendant 

28 Fr. Roemer's actions are in no way pursuant to his occupational 
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1 duties as a priest~ in fact, his conduct is totally 

2 contradictory to the purpose of his clerical duties. 

3 Sexual molestation bears no relation to the performance 

4 of one's duties as a spiritual counselor and clearly is 

5 not, in the words of Alma w., •in pursuit of the occupational 

6 duties" designed for a priest in performing his role as a 

7 spiritual guide for the young, -~ which is precisely why 

8 plaintiffs have filed suit. If •sexual molestation is in 

9 no way related to mopping floors, cleaning rooms, • • 

10 then it certainly is not related to spiritual guidance by 

11 a priest or clergyman. 

12 

13 1. With regard to plaintiff, REDACTED the defendant 

14 Roemer is alleged to have lifted plaintiff REDACTED up 

15 and placed him on his leg and put his hand under his shirt 

16 and rubbed his stomach. Defendant Roemer then slid his 

17 hand down REDACTED 1 pants and inside his underpants 

18 and rubbed his penis for several minutes. Defendant 

19 Roemer also kissed REDACTED on the neck, near the 

20 ear, as he was rubbing him. 

21 

22 2. With regard to plaintiff REDACTED , the 

23 defendant Roemer is alleged to have rubbed his stomach, 

24 chest, underarm area, touched skin under his shirt and 

25 kissed him repeatedly on the right ear. 

26 

27 3. With regard to plaintiff REDACTED the defendant 
REDACTED 

28 Roemer is alleged to have put his arm around shoulder, 
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1 hugged and fondled him, placed his head on REDACTED 

2 shoulder, and, later defendant Roemer came up behind and 

3 wrapped his arms around him and put his chin on REDACTED 

4 shoulder and continued to fondle him. REoAcrEowas sitting on 

5 a bench when defendant Roemer came up and sat very close to 

6 him, forcing his body to touchREDACTED and Roemer put his 

7 arm around his shoulder. 

8 

9 4. With regard to plaintiff REDACTED the defendant 

10 Roemer is alleged to have sexually molested REDACTED 

.11 as REDACTEDe asked defendant Roemer to aid him in saying his 

12 good-night prayers by reaching down REDACTED paj~ma bottoms 

13 and rubbing his penis. 

14 

15 Any sexual act such as described above is not within 

16 the course and scope of the duties of the defendant priest 

17 as a matter of law. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los 

18 Angeles is not liable to plaintiffs and may not be held 

19 liable to plaintiffs under the doctrine of respondeat 

20 superior by reason of any of the acts of sexual misconduct 

21 alleged in plaintiffs' first amended complaint to have been 

22 committed by the defendant Patrick Roemer, a Roman Catholic 

23 priest: 

24 

25 This course and scope issue is controlled by Alma w. 

26 v. Oakland Unified School District {1981) 123 cal.App.3d 

27 133, 176 Cal.Rptr. 287. The plaintiff in that case was 

28 
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1 an 11-year old student at one of the District's schools 

2 who alleged that she had been sexually molested and raped 

3 by a school district custodian in the custodian's office 

4 on the school's premises on a Friday afternoon. She 

5 joined the school district as a defendant on the theory 

6 of respondeat superior~ The District interposed a general 

1 demurrer which was sustained by the trial court and judgment 

8 thereon entered in favor of the District. The Court of 

9 Appeals affirmed on the ground that the acts of the custodian 

10 in raping and molesting the appellant as a matter of law 

11 could not be within the course and scope of employment, and 

12 therefore there was no basis to impose liability on the 

13 District. 

14 

15 In a well-reasoned and exhaustive opinion the Alma 

16 ~ court held that an employer is not liable for the 

17 sexual misconduct of an employee, even though the offenses 

18 took place on the employer's property during working 

19 hours: 

20 

21 

22 •This case presents us with a factual 

23 situation where the connection between 

24 the employee's duties and the employee's 

25 wrongful action has become so attenuated 

26 that the law will not hold the employer 

27 

28 

vicariously liable. Sexual molestation 

is in no way related to mopping floors, 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

cleaning rooms, or any other tasks that 

are required of a school custodian •••• 

"Where an employee pursues his own 

ends, the use of property or facilities 

entrusted to him by the principal is an 

inadequate basis for imputing liability 

to the employer. . . . 

"Nor does the fact that the offense 

occurred during working hours make 

Bell's actions incidental to his 

employment ••• If an employee's tort 

is personal in nature, mere presence at 

the place of employment and attendance 

to occupational duties prior or subsequent 

to the offense will not give rise to a 

cause of action against the employer 

under the doctrine of respondeat 

superior. • (123 C.A.3d 139-140.) 

23 The court in Alma W. v. Oakland Unified School District 

24 also rejected appellant's argument that liability should be 

25 imposed on the employer District as a means of spreading 

26 the risk to the community at large: 

27 

28 Ill 
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11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

"Distilled to its essence, appellant's 

argument is little more than that the risk 

of loss from an employee's sexual assult 

should fall on the school district as a 

means of spreading the risk to the 

community at large. Appellant is 

leaning on a slender reed. The •spread 

the risk' concept underlying the 

doctrine of respondeat superior does 

not mean that attribution of liability 

to an employer is merely a legal artifice 

invoked to reach a deep pocket or that 

it is based on an elaborate theory of 

optimal resource allocation (citation). 

Rather, the concept of spreading the 

risk is simply another way of saying 

that an enterprise should be charged 

with the cost of those accidents directly 

attributable to its activities. 

{ Citation s) We invoke the 

doctrine of respondeat superior to 

indemnify only those losses which as a 

practical matter are sure to occur in 

the conduct of the employer's business. 

A sexual assult simply does not fall 

within the range of risks allocable to 

an employer." (123 Cal.App.3d at 143-144.) 
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1 That Alma W. v. oakland Unified School District involved 

2 a public entity does not detract from its applicability to 

3 the Archbishop because the common law rule and the rule for 

4 california governmental entities with respect to respondeat 

5 superior liability is the same: 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

•The general rule of respondeat superior 

at common law for non-governmental 

employers is the same as that set forth 

in the Government Code for public 

employers: an employer is vicariously 

liable for the torts of employees 

committed within the course and scope 

of their employment.• (123 Cal.App.3d 

at 138-139.) 

19 Any claim that Alma W. should not apply in favor of 

20 defendant Archbishop because a catholic priest occupies a 

21 different relationship to a church member such as the 

22 plaintiffs than a custodian does to a student should be 

23 rejected out of hand because the rationale of Alma W. is 

24 that an employee's sexual misconduct is simply beyond the 

25 course and scope of employment, and is not based on the 

26 nature of the particular position held by the offending 

27 employee. The fact that the individual defendant is 

28 alleged to be a priest and the employee in Alma w. was a 
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1 custodian should not preclude the applicability of the 

2 holding in Alma w. to the present situation, with the result 

3 that the Archbishop is not liable for the acts of the 

4 defendant priest. 

5 

6 Thus, under-Alma W. v. Oakland Unified School District 

7 the Archbishop may not be held liable for the acts of the 

8 defendant priest consisting of any of the following: (1) 

9 molesting the minor plaintiffs~ or, (2) any other act or 

10 conduct of a sexual nature committed between defendant 

11 priest and plaintiffs. The Archbishop is therefore 

12 entitled a ruling of this Court that the Archbishop may 

13 not be held liable to the plaintiffs under the doctrine 

14 of respondeat superior or any other agency theory for any 

15 of the acts enumerated in the foregoing notice of demurrer 

16 and motion or any other act or conduct of a sexual nature 

17 by the defendant priest. The Archbishop is entitled to 

18 have the demurrers sustained without leave to amend. 

19 

20 other jurisdictions have reached the same result as 

21 Alm~ w. on the same reasoning. 

-22 

23 In Magnuson v. O'Dea (Wash. 1913) 135 Pac. 640, a 

24 young girl between 16 and 18 years old was kidnapped. The 

25 case was dismissed as to certain defendant corporations and 

26 as to O'Dea as bishop of the Diocese of Seattle but retained 

27 as to him and all other defendants in their private capacities. 

28 The jury verdicts for several plaintiffs, one of .which was 
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1 against Bishop O'Dea as an individual, were reversed. 

2 

3 In Magnuson the plaintiff's daughter attended a Catholic 

4 academy in Tacoma conducted by the Sisters of Visitation. 

5 The Sisters, the rector of St. Leo's Church and an attorney 

6 were Bishop O'Dea's co-defendants. 

7 

8 The alleged kidnapping occurred when the plaintiff 

9 mother took her daughter from the school to Seattle: during 

10 the evening the daughter ran away and returned to the 

11 Rectory at Tacoma. The rector took her to the home of the 

12 co-defendant attorney where she stayed for about three 

13 months. She was then returned to her mother. 

14 

15 The Washington Supreme Court stated that the trial 

16 court errored in denying Bishop O'Dea's motion for a directed 

17 verdict and for a judgment ~ obstante veredicto. 

18 

19 The plaintitt•s judgment was reversed with directions 

20 to enter judgment for Bishop O'Dea and to grant a new trial 

21 as to the other individual defendants. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

In Carini v. Beaven (Mass. 1914) 106 N.E. 589, it was 

alleged that a parish priest dragged an 18 year old girl 

from a church service into the vestry where he allegedly 

raped her. As a result she gave birth to a child. The 

demurrer of the defendant bishop (Beaven) was sustained 

without leave to amend and affirmed on appeal. 
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1 In Allen v. National Peanut Corporation (1947) 75 

2 N.E.2d 240, defendant's motion for nonsuit was granted 

3 upon plaintiff's opening statement and was affirmed on appeal. 

4 In Allen the plaintiff, a girl 15 years old, was hired to 

5 work in one of defendant's stores by Pelosi, the store 

6 manager. One evening Pelosi raped the 15 year old plaintiff 

7 in the rear room of the store. Previously Pelosi had been 

8 convicted of lewdness and of neglect to support his illigimate 

9 child. The Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts held 

10 •Moreover even if the defendant employer had known all the 

11 facts, it might have had reason to anticipate attempts at 

12 seduction on his part, but not a crime of violence like 

13 rape. [Citations.] Of course such a crime had no connection 

14 with his employment. [Citations.] The case is governed by 

15 Carini v. Roman Catholic Bishop of Springfield, 219 Mass. 

16 117, 106 N.E. 589, LRA 1915B, 825.• (Emphasis added.) 

17 

. 18 other jurisdictions have reached the same result as 

19 Alma w. but on different reasoning. In City of Green Cove 

20 Springs v. Donaldson (5th Cir. 1965) 348 F.2d 197, a citizen 

21 sued the City of Green Cove Springs as a result of one of 

22 its police officer's assault and rape. The judgment of 

23 the trial court for the citizen was reversed by the Fifth 

24 Circuit which held that plaintiff's injury, due to assult 

25 and rape by the officer, was not the proximate cause of 

26 negligence of the city but resulted instead from an 

27 intervening independent and unforeseeable act. 

28 
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1 It therefore seems abundantly clear that each of the 

2 demurrers of the defendant Archbishop are well taken and 

3 should be sustained without leave to amend as to each of 

4 the causes of action for the reasons stated in each of the 

5 cases above, especially Alma W. v. Oakland Unified 

6 School District (1981) 123 cal.App.3d 133. 

7 

8 

9 II. THE CLAIMS OF PLAINTIFF REDACTED FOR MENTAL 

10 

11 

12 

AND EMOTIONAL DISTRESS ARE TIME BARRED AND 

OTHERWISE NOT COGNIZABLE UNDER THE LAW. 

13 It is also again the position of the defendant Archbishop 

14 that in addition to the reasons set out in Point I: (1) 

15 that the statute of limitations {Code of Civil Procedure, 

16 section 340( 3) bars the claim of REDACTED for 

17 personal injuries; and (2) that her claims for emotional 

18 distress are not legally cognizable under the allegations 

19 in the first amended complaint. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

A. ~of Civil Procedure, Section 340(3), 

Bars the claim of REDACTED 

for Emotional Distress 

26 In paragraph 82 in the thirteenth cause of action on 

27 page 25 plaintiff REDACTED ________ alleges that •on or 

28 about May 10 or 11, 1980," her son, REDACTED was sexually 
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1 molested7 in paragraph 85 she alleges that as a result 

2 she •has suffered mental and emotional distress all to 

3 her damage in an amount in excess of the jurisdictional 

4 minimum of this Court.• The original complaint was not 

5 filed until February 23, 1984. Therefore, more than one 

6 year has elapsed since her cause of action allegedly arose. 

7 In fact, prior to filing of the original complaint, three 

8 years, eight months and fourty-four days had elapsed since 

9 her alleged cause of action arose. 

10 

11 Therefore, section 340(3), Code of Civil Procedure 

12 bars the claim of REDACTED for emotional distress. 

13 As will be further seen below, the claim of REDACTED 

14 REDACTED for mental and emotional distress is barred by 

15 the one-year statute of limitations, Code of Civil Procedure 

16 §340( 3). 

17 

18 Damages for emotional distress, mental anguish, 

19 humiliation and embarassment are controlled by section 

20 340(3), Code of Civil Procedure, which provides: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 Ill 

"An action • for injury • • • caused 

by the wrongful act or neglect of another 

• must be brought within one (1) year. 

5995 
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1 According to Witkin (2 Witkin, Cal. Procedure (2d ed. 

2 1970) Actions, f309, p.ll53, and, 2 Witkin, cal. Procedure 

3 (2d ed. 1983 Supp.) Trial, §309, pp.l42-143: 

4 

5 •Section §340{3) covers personal injuries of every 

6 kind, regardless of the nature of the wrongful act: 

7 

8 •(a) it applies to the typical action for damages 

9 suffered from a negligent act. 

10 

11 •(b) It also applies to an action for personal injuries 

12 suffered from an intentional tort. (See Groff v. DuBois 

13 (1922) 57 Cal.App.343, 207 P. 57 [injuries from malicious 

14 attempt to evict from premises].) 

15 

16 •(c) It applies to an action for damages suffered from 

17 emotional distress. (Emphasis added.) In Huntly v. Zurich 

18 (1929) 100 Cal.App.201, 212, 280 P. 163, a widow's action 

19 against defendants who allegedly performed an unlawful 

20 autopsy on her deceased husband's body, the court said: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

'There need be no physical contact with 

the body of a person to constitute a 

cause of action for personal injury. 

When a bodily injury occurs, the law 

considers the action as one for 

personal injuries, regardless of the 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

nature of the breach of duty. It 

adopts the nature of the damage as the 

test, and not the nature of the breach 

• • • it ·was intended to embrace therein 

all infringements of personal rights as 

distinguished from property rights.• 

(Emphasis in original.) 

10 "(d) It applies to an action based on products liability. 

11 (G.D. Searle & Co. (G.D.) v. Superior Court (1975) 49 cal.App.3d 

12 22, 25, 122 Cal.Rptr. 218~ Sevilla v. Stearns-Roger (1980) 

13 101 cal.App.3d 608, 610, 161 Cal.Rptr. 700.) 

14 

15 "In Sevilla v. Stearns-Rogers, supra, defendant 

16 manufacturer contended that the products liability action 

17 against it was barred under C.C.P. 337.1 and 337.15 because 

18 its product had been installed in a sugar refinery which 

19 employed plaintiff, and thereby became an 'improvement of 

20 real property.' The trial court granted defendant summary 

21 judgment. ~' reversed. In products liability actions 

22 the one-year period runs from the date of injury, not the 

23 date of purchase of the product, and the manufacturer 

24 theoretically remains liable indefinitely. (101 Cal.App.3d 

25 611.) While the Legislature has imposed outside limits on 

26 some claims, there is no indication that it intended 

27 manufacturers to be benefited by C.C.P. 337.1 or 337.15. 

28 (101 Cal.App.3d 611.) 
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1 •(e) It applies to an action under the 'dog bite 

2 statute' (4 Summary, 'l'orts, f795): the statute merely 

3 changed the proof required under the common law action for 

4 injuries suffered from a 'vicious• dog. (Pritchard v. Sharp 

5 (1974) 41 Cal.App.3d 530, 531, 116 Cal.Rptr. 9.) 

6 

7 •(f) It applies to an action based on breach of 

8 warranty. (Becker v. Volkswa9en of America (1975) 52 

g cal.App.3d 794, 125 Cal.Rptr. 326.) 

10 

11 •rn the Becker case it was contended by plaintiff that 

12 the enactment of u.c.c. 2725 (text, §293) changed the law 

13 by making applicable the four-year limitation of that 

14 section.in all cases in which damages for personal injury 

15 were sought in an action for breach of warranty. 'l'he court 

16 examined the conflicting case law in other jurisdictions 

17 and the views of Prosser and the Second Torts Restatement 

18 on products liability, and concluded that the Commercial 

19 Code section was intended to apply to commercial transactions 

20 between buyer and seller, and not to personal injury actions, 

21 whether based on negligence, sttict liability or breach of 

22 warranty. (52 Cal.App.3d 800, 802.) 

23 

24 "(g) It applies to an action for loss of consortium 

25 (Priola v. Pauling {1977) 72 cal.App.3d 380 1 383, 140 

26 Cal.Rptr. 186.) 

27 

28 I II 
5998 
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1 •(h) It applies to an action based on ingestion of a 

2 drug. (Gray v. Reeves (1977) 76 cal.App.3d 567 1 516 1 142 

3 Cal.Rptr. 716.)• 

4 

5 (See 2 Witkin, Cal. Procedure (2d ed. 1970) Actions, 

6 §309, p.ll53 and 2 Witkin, cal. Procedure (2d ed. 1983 

7 Supp.) Trial, §309, pp.l42-143.) 

8 

9 The California Supreme Court has held that there is no 

10 distinction between •fright, nervousness, grief, anxiety, 

11 worry, mortification, shock, humiliation, indignity, 

12 embarrassment, apprehension, terror or ordeal.• (See 

13 Capelouto v. Kaiser Foundation Hospitals (1982) 7 Cal.3d 

14 889, 892-893~ 103 Cal.Rptr. 856.) 

15 

16 It is therefore respectfully submitted that the one-

17 year statute of limitations (Code of Civil Procedure section 

18 340 ( 3)) bars the claims of REDACTED for •mental 

19 and emotional distress• or any other personal injuries 

20 alleged on her behalf in the first amended complaint. 

21 

22 

23 Ill 

24 Ill 

25 Ill 

26 Ill 

27 Ill 

28 Ill 5999 
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1 B. !h! ~ ~ !21 Permit Recovery ~ Damages 

2 ~ Physical ~ ~ Emotional Distress 

3 Caused ~ !!!.!.. Knowledge .2f ~ Injury .!£_ Another Person. 

REDACTED 
As stated above, Mrs. claims •mental and 

emotional distress" because her son, REDACTED was 

sexually molested. The law does not permit recovery of 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 damages for physical harm or emotional distress caused by 

9 

10 

the knowledge of an injury to another person. 

11 The opening paragraph of BAJI No. 12.83 states the 

12 general rule from Dillon v. ~ (1968) 68 ca1.2d 728: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

"Ordinarily the law does not permit 

recovery of damages for physical harm 

and emotional distress caused by the 

knowledge of an injury or death of 

another person.• 

The Use Note to BAJI No. 12.83 is also helpful: 

"Before giving this instruction, 

the court must determine as a matter 

of law whether the accident and 

harm were rea~onably foreseeable, 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

guided by the factors in Dillon v. 

~ [citations].• (See BAJI (6th 

ed) page 525.) 

These factors from Dillon v. ~, supra, were set 

7 forth in a jury instruction which was specifically approved 

8 in Krouse v. Graham (1977) 19 Cal.3d 59, 137 Cal.Rptr. 

9 863. The factors which are relevant here are: 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

•1. Whether plaintiff was located near 

the scene of the accident as contrasted 

with one who was a distance away from 

it~ 

•2. Whether the shock resulted from 

a direct emotional impact upon plaintiff 

from the sensory and contemporaneous 

observance of the accident as contrasted 

with learning of the accident from others 

after its occurence.• 

6001 

REDACTED does not allege that she was near the 
REDACTED 

scene when was allegedly molested~ nor does she allege 

that her •mental and emotional distress• resulted from 

the sensory and contemporaneous observance of the alleged 
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1 molesting of RED~CTED Without alleging and proving both of 

2 these factors, REDACTED cannot state a cause of 

3 action. (See BAJI No. 12.84.) 

4 

5 In Wynne v. Orcutt Union School Diet. (1971) 17 

6 Cal.App.3d llOSr 95 Cal.Rptr. 458, disclosure of a child's 

7 fatal illness which caused shock to his parents' nervous 

8 system was held not a compensable injury. 

9 

10 Recovery was also denied in Jansen v. Children's 

11 Hosp. (1973) 31 Cal.App.3d 22, 106 Cal.Rptr. 883, where 

12 the plaintiff's mother alleged that due to the defendant 

13 hospital's negligence her five-year old daughter died a 

14 painful death from a gastro-intestinal hemorrhage, that 

15 she was with the child during her last hours, and, therefore 

16 she sufferred emotional trauma from witnessing the death. 

17 Judgment for defendant on demurrer was affirmed. The 

18 court noted that the Dillon decision "contemplates a 

19 sudden and brief event causing the child's injury.• (31 

20 C.A.3d 24.) The court also noted that the event must be 

21 one which can be the subject of sensory perception~ that 

22· is, visibility of the tortious act itself, not merely the 

23 result, is essential. The court held that to extend the 

24 Dillon rule to the entire area of injury to a parent by 

25 improper diagnosis of a child's ailment is contrary to 

26 the Dillon opinion's counsel of moderation. 

27 24, 25.) 

28 
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1 In Powers v. Sissoev (1974) 39 Cal.App.3d 865, 874: 

2 114 cal.Rptr. 868, the "Dillon rule" was held inapplicable 

3 to shock suffered by.the plaintiff mother seeing her 

4 injured daughter at home 30-60 minutes after the accident 

5 and emergency treatment. 

6 

7 Similiarly, in Hair v. Monterey (1975) 45 Cal.App.3d 

8 538, 543: 119 cal.Rptr. 639, the "Dillon• rule was held 

9 inapplicable where the mother was in the waiting room 

10 while surgery was being performed on her child and where 

11 serious permanent injuries did not develop until two days 

12 later. (In the Hair case the court took note as it did 

13 in Jansen of Dillon's counsel of •moderation,• and observed 

14 that, •we chose to heed that caution.• (45 C.A.3d 544.)) 

15 

16 In Justus v. Atchison (1977) 19 Cal.3d 564, 139 

17 Cal.Rptr. 97, the plaintiff father alleged that he was in 

18 the hospital delivery room where his wife was in labor, 

19 that he witnessed disturbing developments in emergency 

20 procedures, that he witnessed his wife's pain, and that he 

21 was present when the attending doctor announced that the 

22 fetus had died. Judgment for defendants on demurrer was 

23 affirmed. 

24 

25 In the Justus case, above, the allegations of the 

26 complaint showed only physical presence; there was no 

27 allegation of a shock resulting from a "sensory and 

28 contemporaneous observance of the accident." The event, 
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1 by its very nature, was hidden from the plaintiff father's 

2 perception: nor could he have otherwise sensed it. •To 

3 put it another way, he had been admitted to the theatre 

4 but the drama was being played on a different stage.• 

5 (19 C.3d 584.) The disturbing developments induced a 

6 sense of anxiety, but it did not become shock until he 

7 was actually informed of the death by the doctor. "In 

8 short, the impact derived not from what he saw and heard 

9 during the attempted delivery, but from what he was told 

10 after the fact.• (19 C.3d 585.) 

11 

12 

13 

According to REDACTED allegations she did not 

witness the alleged sexual molestation nor was it an event 

14 which was the subject of her sensory perception. According 

15 to the allegations in the first amended complaint, she 

16 learned about the event much, much later after it allegedly 

17 occurred. REDACTED allegations fall far short of 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

those which were adjudged inadequate in the Justus case. 

In the Justus case the allegations of the complaint 

showed only physical presence but failed to allege a 

shock resulting from a •sensory and contemporaneous 

observance. • REDACTED makes no attempt to allege 

•physical presence• let alone •sensory and contemporaneous 

observance• of the event. 

26 Therefore, the defendant Archbishop's demurrer to Mrs. 

27 REDACTED 
1 claims for •mental and emotional distress• (and 

28 any other claims for personal injury) should be sustained 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

without leave to amend. 

Alternatively, the defendant Archbiahop'a MOtion to 

strike REDACTED claims for •mental and emotional 

distress" (and any other claims for personal injuries) 

should be granted without leave to amend. 

III •. THE FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT FAILS TO 

STATE A CAUSE OF ACTION FOR PUNITIVE DAMAGES 

AGAINST THE DEFENDANT ARCHBISHOP. 

13 It is the position of the defendant Archbishop that 

14 in addition to the reasons set out in the points above 

15 that the plaintiffs' first amended complaint fails to 

16 state any facts upon which an award of punitive damages 

17 may be predicated against it. 

18 

19 The essential allegations of the first amended 

20 complaint in regards to punitive damages are set forth in 

21 paragraphs 15, 17, 18, 19, 32, 38, 41, 42, 55, 61, 63, 

22 64, 65, 77, 88, 90, 91, 92 and 105. However,·each of 

23 these paragraphs uses or repeats one or more of the 

24 following conclusions: "maliciously," •wanton and conscious 

25 disregard of the rights and feelings of plaintiff,• 

26 "intentional and malicious,• "malicious, extreme and 

27 outrageous acts,• "malicious and oppressive," "intentional, 

28 malicious, and extreme acts." 
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1 The allegations of punitive damages aet forth below 

2 are representative of the other ~punitive damages" paragraphs 

3 (enumerated in the last paragraph): 

4 

5 "19. The conduct of Defendants, ROEMER, 

6 ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE and ST. PASCHAL'S, 

7 and each of them, in doing the acta herein-

8 above alleged was malicious and oppressive 

9 and said Defendants were guilty of wanton 

10 disregard of the rights and feelings of 

11 Plaintiff and by reason thereof, Plaintiff 

12 demands exemplary and punitive damages 

13 against Defendants in an amount according 

14 to proof." 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 Ill 

"61. In making the uninvited and 

unprovoked attacks on Plaintiff as 

heretofore alleged, Defendant ROEMER 

acted maliciously and was guilty of 

wanton and conscious disregard of the 

rights and feelings of Plaintiff, and 

by reason thereof-Plaintiff demands 

exemplary damages against Defendants 

ROEMER, ARCHBISHOP, ARCHDIOCESE, and 

ST. PASCHAL's in an amount according to 

proof.• 

-27-
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1 Such allegations fail when measured un~er the standards 

2 set up by the statute and by the california cases. 

3 

4 Punitive damages are authorized by section 3294 of the 

5 Civil Code (1983). It provides: 

6 

7 

8 •(a) In an action for the breach of an 

9 obligation not arising from contract, 

10 where the defendant has been guilty of 

11 oppression, fraud, or malice, the 

12 plaintiff, in addition to the actual 

13 damages may recover damages for the 

14 sake of example and by way of punishing 

15 the defendant. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

"(b) An employer shall not be liable 

for damages pursuant to subdivision 

(a), based upon acts of an employee of 

the employer, unless the employer had 

advance knowledge of the unfitness of 

· the employee and employed him or her 

with a conscious disregard of the rights 

or safety of others or authorized or 

ratified the wrongful conduct for which 

the damages are awarded or was personally 

guilty of oppression, fraud, or malice. 

With respect to a corporate employer, 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

the advance knowledge and conscious 

disregard, authorization, ratification 

or act of oppression, fraud, or malice 

must be on the part of an officer, 

director, or managing agent of the 

corporation." 

9 Thus, in order to recover punitive damages plaintiffs 

10 must plead and prove either malice, oppression or fraud: 

11 plaintiffs must also plead and prove that the defendant 

12 Archbishop had advance knowledge of the unfitness of the 

13 defendant priest and assigned him to his respective post 

14 with a conscious disregard of the rights or safety of 

15 others or that the Archbishop authorized or ratified the 

16 priest's wrongful conduct. Clearly the allegations of 

17 the first amended complaint amount to none of these. 

18 

19 Initially, it should be noted that terms such as 

20 "maliciously,• "wanton and conscious disregard,• "intentional 

21 and malicious," •malicious, extreme and outrageous acts," 

22 and the like, may not be considered in support of the 

23 pleading when challenged by demurrer: 

24 

25 

26 Ill 

27 I II 

28 II I 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

•[T]he general rule [is] that a complaint 

must contain only allegations of ultimate 

facts as opposed to allegations of 

evidentiary facts or of legal conclusions 

or arguments,• (Burke v. Superior Court 

{1969) 71 Cal.2d 276, 2797 see also 

Krug v. Meeham {1952) 109 Cal.App.2d 274.) 

10 The general rule is that on demurrer, in determining 

11 whether a cause of action is properly stated, the court 

12 will take into consideration only well pleaded facts. 

13 (~ v. Yellow Cab Co. {1967) 67 Cal.2d 695~ Serrano v. 

14 Priest (1971) 5 Cal.Jd 584.) 

15 

16 Therefore, inasmuch as the terms "maliciously,• 

17 "wanton and conscious disregard," "intentional and malicious," 

18 "malicious, extreme and outrageous acts,• and the like are 

19 conclusions and under the rule set forth above, they must 

20 be disregarded. 

21 

22 In Wise v. Southern Pacific Co. (1963) 223 Cal.App.2d 

23 so, the court considered the status of such words. 

24 Although it was held that because of other material in the 

25 complaint the demurrer should not have been sustained, it 

26 as instructive to examine the court's characterization of 

27 certain language: 

28 
6009 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

of 

as 

•Equally conclusionary and defective are 

allegations that an act was •wrongful,' 

'illegal,' 'without authority,• •unlawful,' 

'unjust,• •arbitrary,• or 'fraudulent• which 

without additional allegations raised no 

triable issue. (223 cal.App.2d SO, 60 (emphasis 

in original]~ see also Hancock v. Burns (1958) 

158 cal.App.2d 785, disapproving as con­

clusionary: •willfully,• •wrongfully,• and 

•maliciously.•) 

•Gross error• and "arbitrariness" are other examples 

the kinds of words and phrases which have been classed 

legal conclusions inadequate to support pleadings 

16 unless accompanied by more specific averments. (Clack v. 

17 State of California (1969) 275 Cal.App.2d 743, 749.) "Gross 

18 negligence• has been held a conclusion of law. (Barlett v. 

19 Jackson (1936) 13 Cal.App.2d 435, 437: Nicholas v. Smith (1934) 

20 136 cal.App. 272, 276-277.) The descriptive words "improperly 

21 and unlawfully• and •wrongfully, falsely, fraudulently, 

22 maliciously and unlawfully" have also been held conclusions 

23 of law. {Jones v. Oxnard Schood Dist. (1969) 270 Cal.App.2d 

24 5871 592.) 

25 

26 In the first amended complaint fraud is not alleged: 

27 thus, we are left with allegations concerning "malice" 

28 and "oppression.• 
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1 The leading California case on pleading •malice• is 

2 Gombos v • .!!..!:!!. {1958) 158 ca1.App.2d 517 (rev'd other 

3 grounds in Taylor v. Superior Court { 1979) 24 Cal. 3d 

4 890, 157 ca1.Rptr. 693) in which the court held that the 

5 allegations in the complaint were insufficient as a 

6 matter of law to show malice on the part of a drunken 

7 driver. The complaint alleged: 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

"[D]efendant was then and there 

knowingly and willfully intoxicated, 

having had [sic] overindulged in 

alcoholic refreshments, well knowing 

that at said time and place the 

excessive alcoholic refreshments 

consumed by him rendered him physically 

unfit to operate a motor vehicle upon 

said public highway, and that he 

knew the combination of alcohol and 

fatigue made him a menace to all 

persons using said highway, including 

the plaintiffs.• (158 cal.App.2d 517, 

526.) 

26 It should be noted that what was alleged in Gombos 

27 v. Ashe, supra, was essentially that the plaintiff 

28 intentionally became intoxicated with a reckless disregard 
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1 of its consequences to others on the highway. The Court 

2 of Appeals held this insufficient as a matter of law to 

3 show malice. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

•tn order to warrant the allowance of 

[punitive] damages the act complained 

of must not only be willful, in the 

sense of intentional, but it must be 

accompanied by some aggravating 

circumstance, amounting to malice. 

Malice implies an act conceived in a 

spirit of mischief or with criminal 

indifference towards the obligations 

owed to others. There must be an 

intent to vex, annoy, or injure.• 

(158 Cal.App.2d 517, 526-527.) 

20 This same requirement of an intent to do harm was 

21 echoed in Ebaugh v. Rabkin (1972) 22 cal.App.3d 891, a 

22 medical malpractice ·case. In reversing the jury's award 

23 of punitive damages, the court stated: 

24 

25 

26 Ill 

27 I II 

28 Ill 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

nrn the instant case there is simply no 

evidence that any of the appellants 

[defendants) were guilty of malice, 

either 'express or implied.' On the 

contrary, the record negates any 

conclusion that the unauthorized 

operation on respondent's person 

took place out of evil motive or 

criminal indifference by appellants, 

or with an intent to injure or do harm 

to respondent for the mere satisfaction 

of doing it.n (22 C.A.3d 891, 895.) 

15 Oppression also requires this personal motive to vex, 

16 annoy or injure. Although no California case has been found 

17 in which punitive damages have been awarded on the basis 

18 of oppression alone, the term has been defined in conjunction 

19 with that of malice. For example, in Baker v. ~ {1934) 

20 1 Cal.App.2d 231, 36 P.2d 404 the complaint alleged: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

n ••• that 'defendant • . . 
maliciously and intending thereby 

to oppress plaintiff, violently 

struck plaintiff • • • • •" (1 cal. 

App.2d 235.) 
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1 The court, in defining oppression, stated: 

2 

3 

4 •oppression is defined by the Standard 

5 Dictionary as 'An act of subjecting to 

6 cruel and unjust hardship,' and in 

7 46 Corpus Juris, page 1121, as 'An act 

8 of ••• dominion' .• (1 cal.App.2d 

9 235~ cited with approval in ~ v. 

10 Shell Oil Co. (1960) 185 cal.App.2d 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

676, 8 Cal.Rptr. 514. See also 

G.D. Searle & Co. v. Superior Court 

(1975) 49 Cal.App.2d 22, and, Richarson 

v. Employer's Liab. Assur. Corp. (1972) 

25 Cal.App.3d 232, 246.) 

18 In 1980 the legislature amended Civil Code section 

19 3294 and defined •oppression" as "subjecting a person to 

20 cruel and unjust hardship in conscious disregard of that 

21 person's rights." (Civil Code §3294(c)(2).) It is 

22 respectfully submitted that plaintiffs' first amended 

23 complaint fails to properly allege that the defendant 

24 Archbishop subjected any of the plaintiffs to cruel and 

25 unjust hardship in conscious disregard of that person's 

26 rights. 

27 

28 Ill 
6014 
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1 In Brousseau v. Jarrett (1977) 73 Ca1.App.3d 864, 

2 141 ca1.Rptr. 200 it was held that the complaint's conc1usory 

3 characterization of the defendant physician's conduct as 

4 intentional, willful, and fraudulent was an insufficient 

5 statement of "oppression, fraud, or malice, express or 

6 implied" within the meaning of section 3294. 

7 

8 Similarily, in G.D. Searle & Co. v. Superior Court 

9 for Sacramento County (1975) 49 cal.App.3d 22, 122 

10 Cal.Rptr. 218, a complaint against a pharmaceutical 

11 manufacturer was held insufficient with respect to the 

12 demand for exemplary damages where the allegations of 

13 wrongful, knowing and willful conduct were conclusionary 

14 and the complaint failed to allege that the manufacturer 

15 either intended to injure customers or acted in conscious 

16 disregard of their safety, despite the contention that it 

17 was sufficient to alleged reckless disregard of potential 

18 danger. 

19 

20 Thus, the first amended complaint fails to allege 

21 either malice, oppression or fraud against the defendant 

22 Archbishop and therefore fails to state a cause of action 

23 with respect to punitive damages as against the defendant 

24 Roman Catholic Archbishop. 

25 

26 Ill 

27 I II 

28 Ill 6015 
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1 Conclusion 

2 

3 The Alma W. case represents the clear weight of authority 

4 that no matter how one's claim is styled, adjectived or 

5 otherwise described, the defendant Archbishop may not be 

6 held liable for the defendant priest's acts of a sexual 

7 nature1 such misconduct is beyond the course or scope of 

8 a priest's duties as a matter of law. 

9 

10 The same is true of the assult and battery, the 

11 intentional infliction of emotional distress, the negligent 

12 infliction of emotional distress and the negligent 

13 employment theories: they all spring from the same well 

14 of sexual misconduct. Thus the holding in Alma W. should 

15 be controlling and the defendant Archbishop's demurrers 

16 should be sustained without leave to amend. 

17 

18 The claim of REDACTED for mental and emotional 

19 distress is admittedly somewhat different from the other 

20 causes of action. Her claim arose in 1980 but she did 

21 not file her original complaint until 1984. Clearly the 

22 one-year statute of limitations (Code of Civil Procedure 

23 section 340(3)) bars her claim. Furthermore, her pleadings 

24 do not bring her claim within the holding in Dillon v. 

25 ~ because she was not at all near the scene of the 

26 incidents~ nor did she sustain her injuries from any 

27 "sensory and contemporaneous" observation of the alleged 

28 • REDACTED molest1ng of her son, Thus her claim is barred no 
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1 matter from which vantage point one views it. 

2 

3 Therefore, the demurrers of the defendant Archbishop 

' 

4 should be sustained without leave to amend. Alternatively, 

5 the motions to stri~e should be granted without leave to 

6 amend. 

7 

8 

9 DATED: August 1 t 1984 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Respectfully submitted, 
REDACTED 

6017 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

I am employed in the county of Los Angeles, State of 

California. I am over the age of 18 and not a party to the 

within action7 my business address is 1545 Wilshire Boulevard, 

Suite 800, Los Angeles, california 90017. 

On August 1, 1984, I served the foregoing document 

described as MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND AUTHORITIES IN SUPPORT 

OF DEMURRER AND MOTION TO STRIKE OF ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP 

OF LOS ANGELES, A CORPORATION SOLE, TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST 

AMENDED COMPLAINT on the parties in this action by placing 

a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope with 

postage thereon fully prepaid, in the United States mail at 

Los Angeles, California as follows: 

REDACTED 

20 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the 

21 State of California that the above is true and correct. 

-22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Executed on August 1, 1984 at Los Angeles, California. 

REDACTED 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

REDACTED FIt ED 
AUG -9 1984 

R\CHARD D. DEAN, Couf'ty Clf'!k 

nv k 

RCALA 008226 

-Deputy Co1.111IV Cler 

Attorney.s for Defendant, ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES, 
a corporation sole 

SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE STATE OF CJt~eitivEn 

FOR THE COUNTY OF VENTUR~ 1 

REDACTED 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS 
ANGELES, a California Corporationi 
ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES, 

, EDUCATION AND WELFARE CORPORATION, 
a California Corporation; PATRICK 
ROEMER; FATHER COLM O'RYAN; ST. 
PASCHAL BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH, an 
unincorporated association: and 
DOES 1 through 50, inclusive, 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) _______________________________ } 

.AUG 141984 

Monor,n, vtui~fL 
McHICh~!.A!~ 

Case No. 82750 

DATE: September 5, 1984 
TIME: 9:00 a.m. 
DEPT: 41 

I • .• · •.. !'. I 
t .... t,,_ -- -~·-· ··--·-,-

NOTICE OF DEMURRER AND 
DEMURRER OF ROMAN CATHOLIC 
ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES, 
A CORPORATION SOLE, TO 
PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED 
COMPLAINT 

(Motion to Strike Filed 
Concurrently Herewith) 

TO EACH OF THE PLAINTIFFS HEREIN AND TO REDACTED 

REDACTED THEIR ATTORNEYS OF RECORD: 

-1- 5962 
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1 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on September 5, 1984 at 9:00 a.m. 

2 in Department •1 of the above entitled court, defendant, 

3 Roman Catholic Archbishop of Loa Angeles, a corporation 

4 sole, erroneously sued and served herein as •Roman Catholic 

5 Archbishop of Loa Angeles, a California Corporation• and as 

6 •Archdiocese of Los Angeles, Education and Welfare Corporation, 

7 a california Corporation,• (hereinafter •Archbishop•) and 

8 for itself and no other, will and does demurrer to plaintiffs' 

9 first amended complaint on the following grounds: 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 1. 

Entire First Amended Complaint 

None of the five causes of action alleges 

15 facts sufficient to state a cause of action as against 

16 demurring defendant. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

First Cause of Action 

2. The first cause of action is uncertain in that it 

cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

demurring defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

3. The first cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

27 defendant. 

28 
5963 
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1 4. The first cause of action is further uncertain in 

2 that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

3 demurring defendant may be subject to punitive damages. 

4 

5 s. The first cause of action fails to allege facta 

6 sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages against 

7 demurrering defendant. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Second Cause of Action 

6. The second cause of action is uncertain in that it 

cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner demurring 

defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

7. The second cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

defendant. 

8. The second cause of action is further uncertain in 

that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

demurring defendant may be subject to punitive damages. 

9. The second cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages against 

this demurring defendant. 

Ill 5964 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

Thir~ Cause of Action 

10. The third cause of action is uncertain in that it 

cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner demurring 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

11. The third cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

defendant. 

Fourth Cause of Action 

12. The fourth cause of action is uncertain in that it 

cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner demurring 

defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

13. The fourth cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

defendant. 

14. The fourth cause of action is further uncertain in 

that it cannot be determined therefrom how ot in what manner 

demurring defendant may be subject to punitive damages. 

Ill 

Ill 
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1 15. The fourth cause of action faile to allege facta 

2 eufficient to atate a claim for punitive damages against 

3 demurring defendant. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Fifth Cause of Action 

16. The fifth cause of action is uncertain in that it 

cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner demurring 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

17. The fifth cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

defendant. 

18. The fifth cause of action is further uncertain in 

that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

demurring defendant may be subject to punitive damages. 

19. The fifth cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages against 

demurring defendant. 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 
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1 

2 

3 

Sixth Cause of Action 

20. The sixth cause of action is uncertain in that it 

4 cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

5 demurring defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

6 

7 21. The sixth cause of action fails to allege facts 

8 sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

9 defendant. 

10 

11 22. The sixth cause of action is further uncertain in 

12 that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

13 demurring defendant may be subject to punitive damages. 

14 

15 23. The sixth cause of action fails to allege facts 

16 sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages against 

17 demurring defendant. 

18 

19 

20 Seventh Cause of Action 

21 

22 24. The seventh cause of action is uncertain in that it 

23 cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner demurring 

24 defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

25. The seventh cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

defendant. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Eighth Cauae of Action 

26. The eighth cause of action ie uncertain in that it 

cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner demurOing 

defendant ~ay be liable to plaintiff. 

27. The eighth cause of action fails to allege facta 

sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

defendant. 

28. The eighth cause of action is further uncertain in 

12 that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

13 demurring defendant may be subject to punitive damages. 

14 

15 29. The eighth cause of action fails to allege facts 

16 sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages against 

17 demurring defendant. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Ninth Cause of Action 

30. The ninth cause of action is uncertain in that it 

cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner demurring 

defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

26 31. The ninth cause of action fails to allege facts 

27 sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

28 defendant. 
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1 32. The ninth cause of action is further uncertain in 

2 that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

3 demurring defendant may be •ubject to punitive damages. 

4 

5 33. The ninth cause of action fails to allege facts 

6 sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages against 

7 demurring defendant. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Tenth Cause of Action 

34. The tenth cause of action is uncertain in that it 

cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner demurring 

defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

35. The tenth cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

defendant. 

36. The tenth cause of action is further uncertain in 

21 that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

22 demurring defendant may be subject to punitive damages. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

37. The tenth cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages against 

demurring defendant. 

5969 
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1 

2 

3 38. 

Eleventh Cause of Action 

The eleventh cause of action is uncertain in that it 

4 cannot be determine~ therefrom how or in what manner ~emurring 

5 defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

6 

7 39. The eleventh cause of action fails to allege 

8 facts sufficient to state a cause of action as against 

9 demurring defendant. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Twelfth Cause of Action 

40. The twelfth cause of action is uncertain in that 

15 it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

16 demurring defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

17 

18 41. The twelfth cause of action fails to allege facts 

19 sufficient to state a cause of action as against demurring 

20 defendant. 

21 

22 42. The twelfth cause of action is further uncertain in 

23 that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what manner 

24 demurring defendant may be subject to punitive damages. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

43. The twelfth cause of action fails to allege facts 

sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages against 

demurring defendant. 
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1 

2 

3 44. 

Thirteenth Cause of Action 

The thirteenth cause of action ia uncertain in 

4 that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what 

5 manner demurring defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

6 

7 45. The thirteenth cause of action fails to allege 

8 facts sufficient to state a cause of action as against 

9 demurring defendant. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Fourteenth Cause of Action 

46. The fourteenth cause of action is uncertain in 

15 that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what 

16 manner demurring defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

17 

18 47. The fourteenth cause of action fails to allege 

19 facts sufficient to state a cause of action as against 

20 demurring defendant. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

48. The fourteenth cause of action is further uncertain 

in that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what 

manner demurring defendant may be subject to punitive 

damages. 
5971 

27 49. The fourteenth cause of action fails to allege 

28 facts sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

against demurring defendant. 

Fifteenth Cause of Action 

so. The fifteenth cause of action ia uncertain in 

that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what 

manner demurring defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

51. The fifteenth cause of action fails to allege 

facts sufficient to state a cause of action as against 

demurring defendant. 

52. The fifteenth cause of action is further uncertain 

in that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what 

manner demurring defendant may be subject to punitive 

damages. 

53. The fifteenth cause of action fails to allege 

facts sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages 

against demurring defendant. 

Sixteenth Cause of Action 5972 

54. The sixteenth cause of action is uncertain in 

that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what 
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1 manner demurring defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

2 

3 55. The sixteenth cause of action fails to allege 

4 facta sufficient to state a cause of action as against 

5 demurring defendant. 

6 

7 

8 Seventeenth Cause of Action 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

56. The seventeenth cause of action is uncertain in 

that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what 

manner demurring defendant may be liable to plaintiff. 

57. The seventeenth cause of action fails to allege 

facts sufficient to state a cause of action as against 

demurring defendant. 

18 58. The seventeenth cause of action is further uncertain 

19 in that it cannot be determined therefrom how or in what 

20 manner demurring defendant may be subject to punitive 

21 damages. 

22 

23 59. The seventeenth cause of action fails to allege 

24 fa.cts sufficient to state a claim for punitive damages 

25 against demurring defendant. 

26 
5973 

27 60. There is a misjoinder of parties in the seventeenth 

28 cause of action in that the cause of action of REDACTED 
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1 REDACTED for •mental an~ emotional cHatreaa• •hould be 
REDACTED 2 ••parately etate~ from that of her minor •on, 

3 

4 

5 The above demurrers are based upon this notice of 

6 demurrer and demurrer, the attache~ memorandum of points 

7 and authorities, and the pleadings, records, files herein, 

8 and on such evidence and oral arg~ment as may be presented 

9 at the hearing. 

10 REDACTED 

11 DATED: August 1, 1984 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

I am employed in the county of Los Angeles, State of 

california. I am over the age of 18 and not a party to the 

within action: my business address is 1545 Wilshire Boulevard, 

Suite 800, Los Angeles, California 90017. 

On August 1, 1984, I served the foregoing document 

described as NOTICE OF DEMURRER AND DEMURRER OF ROMAN 

CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES, A CORPORATION SOLE 1 TO 

PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT on the parties in this 

action by placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed 

envelope with postage thereon fully prepaid, in the United 

States mail at Los Angeles, California as follows: 

REDACTED 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the 

State of california that the above is true and correct. 

Executed on August 1, 1984 at Los Angeles, California. 

REDACTED 
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/ 
; 

1 

2 

3 

4 

REDACTED ~~\~c)_ ·. o fq I '6'-\ 
(0_or,_\:';~~ "'-.J\ ~\<..,'2) 

5 Attorneys for Defendant, ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES, 
a corporation sole 

6 

7 

8 
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF VENTURA 
9 

10 

11 REDACTED 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 Plaintiffs, 

18 v. 

19 ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS 
ANGELES, a California Corporation~ 

20 ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES, 
EDUCATION AND WELFARE CORPORATION, 

21 a california Corporation: PATRICK 
ROEMER: FATHER COLM O'RYAN: ST. 

22 PASCHAL BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH, an 
unincorporated association: and 

23 DOES 1 through So, inclusive, 

24 Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) Case No. 82750 
) 
) 
) 
) DATE: September 5 1 1984 
) TIME: 9:00 a.m. 
) DEPT: 41 
) 
) 
) 
) NOTICE OF MOTION AND 
) MOTION TO STRIKE 
) PORTIONS OF PLAINTIFFS' 
) FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 
) 
) (Demurrer Filed 
) Concurrently Herewith) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

25 

26 

27 

28 

________________________________ ) 

TO EACH OF THE PLAINTIFFS HEREIN AND ToREDACTED 

REDACTED THEIR ATTORNEYS OF RECORD: 

-1-
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1 COMES NOW defendant the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 

2 Los Angeles, a corporation sole, erroneously sued and 

3 served herein as •Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles, 

4 a Californi~ Corporation," (herein Roman Catholic Archbishop 

5 of Los Angeles) and moves the court for its order striking 

6 the following portions from the plaintiffs' first amended 

7 complaint: 

8 

9 

10 First Cause of Action 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1. In paragraph 15 on page 7 at line 1 1 the words 

•maliciously• and •wanton and conscious disregard of the 

rights and feelings of Plaintiff• on the grounds that 

such words whether taken individually or together constitute 

conclusions of law and therefore may not be considered as 

against the moving party defendant. 

19 2. In paragraph 15 on page 7 at line 5, the 

20 words, •exemplary and punitive damages• on the. grounds 

21 that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

22 stated as against the moving party defendant. 

23 

24 

25 /// 

26 /// 

27 /// 

28 

-2-
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1 

2 

Second Cause of Action 

3 3. In paragraph 17 on page 7 at lines 17-18, the 

4 words "intentional and malicious" on the grounds that 

5 such words whether taken individually or together constitute 

6 conclusions of law and therefore may not be considered as 

7 against the moving party defendant. 

8 

9 4. In paragraph 18 on page 7, at line 26, the 

10 words, •malicious, extreme and outrageous acts" on the 

11 grounds that such words whether taken individually or 

12 together constitute conclusions of law and therefore may 

13 not be considered as against the moving party defendant. 

14 

15 5. In paragraph 19 on page 8 at lines 3-4, the 

16 words, •malicious and oppressive• and •wanton disregard 

17 of the rights and feelings of Plaintiff" on the grounds 

18 that such words whether taken individually or together 

19 conatitute concluaions of law and therefore may not be 

20 considered as against the moving party defendant. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

6. In paragraph 19 on page 8 at line 6, the 

words, "exemplary and punitive damages" on the grounds 

that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

stated as against the moving party defendant. 

27 /// 

28 /// 
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1 

2 

3 7. 

Fourth Cause of Action 

In paragraph 32 on page 11 at lines 25-26, 

4 the words, "conscious disregard of the rights of Plaintiff" 

5 on the grounds that such words whether taken individually 

6 or together constitute conclusions of law and therefore 

7 may not be considered as against the moving party defendant. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

8. In paragraph 32 on page 11 at line 28, the 

words, "punitive and exemplary damages" on the grounds 

that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

stated as against the moving party defendant. 

Fifth Cause of Action 15 

16 

17 9. In paragraph 38 on page 13 at lines 13-14, the 

18 words, "wanton and conscious disregard of the rights and 

19 feelings of Plaintiff• on the grounds that such words 

20 whether taken individually or together constitute 

21 conclusions of law and therefore may not be considered as 

22 against moving party defendant. 

23 

24 10. In paragraph 38 on page 13 at line 15, the 

25 words, "exemplary and punitive damages" on the grounds 

26 that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

27 stated as against the moving party defendant. 

28 
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1 Sixth Cause of Action 

2 

3 11. In paragraph 41 on page 14 at line 11, the 

4 words, "malicious, extreme and outrageous acts of the 

5 Defendants• on the grounds that such words whether taken 

6 individually or together constitute conclusions of law 

7 and therefore may not be considered as against moving 

8 party defendant. 

9 

10 12. In paragraph 42 on page 14 at lines 16-18, the 

11 words, •malicious and oppressive• and •wanton disregard 

12 of the rights and feelings of Plaintiff• on the grounds 

13 that such words whether taken individually or together 

14 constitute conclusions of law and therefore may not be 

15 considered as against moving party defendant. 

16 

17 13. In paragraph 42 on page 14 at line 19, the 

18 words •exemplary and punitive damages• on the grounds 

19 that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

20 stated as against the moving party defendant. 

21 

22 

23 Ill 

24 Ill 

25 I II 

26 Ill 

27 I II 

28 Ill 
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1 

2 

3 

Eighth Cause of Action 

14. In paragraph 55 on page 18 at lines 11-12, the 

4 words, •conscious disregard of the rights of Plaintiff" 

5 on the grounds that such words taken individually or 

6 together constitute conclusions of law and therefore may 

7 not be considered as against moving party defendant. 

8 

9 15. In paragraph 55 on page 18 at lines 13-14, the 

10 words, "punitive and exemplary damages" on the grounds 

11 that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

12 stated against the moving party defendant. 

13 

14 

15 Ninth Cause of Action 

16 

17 16. In paragraph 61 on page 20 lines 11-12, the 

18 words, •maliciously" and •wanton and conscious disregard 

19 of the rights and feelings of Plaintiff• on the grounds 

20 that such words taken individually or together constitute 

21 conclusions of law and therefore may not be considered as 

22 against moving party defendant. 

23 

24 17. In paragraph 61 on page 20 line 13, the words, 

25 "exemplary and punitive damages• on the grounds that no 

26 cause of action for punitive damages has been stated as 

27 against the moving party defendant. 

28 
5954 

-6-

RCALA 008245 

CCI 003084 



1 

2 

3 

Tenth Cause of Action 

18. In paragraph 63 on page 20 at lines 25-26, the 

4 words "intentional and malicious• on the grounds that 

5 such words whether taken individually or together constitute 

6 conclusions of law and therefore may not be considered as 

7 against the moving party defendant. 

8 

9 19. In paragraph 64 on page 21 at line 7, the 

10 words, "intentional , malicious, extreme and outrageous 

11 acts" on the grounds that such words whether taken individually 

12 or together constitute conclusions of law and therefore 

13 may not be considered as against the moving party defendant. 

14 

15 20. In paragraph 65 on page 21 at lines 13-14, the 

16 words, •malicious and oppressive• and •wanton disregard 

17 of the rights and feelings of Plaintiff" on the grounds 

18 that such words whether taken individually or together 

19 constitute conclusions of law and therefore may not be 

20 considered as against moving party defendant. 

21 

22 21. In paragraph 65 on page 21 at line 16, the 

23 words, •exemplary and punitive damages" on the grounds 

24 that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

25 stated as against moving party defendant. 

26 

27 

28 Ill 5955 
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1 Twelfth Cause of Action 

2 

3 22. In paragraph 78 on page 24 at line 22, the words, 

4 "conscious disregard of the rights of Plaintiff" on the 

5 grounds that such words whether taken individually or 

6 together constitute conclusions of law and therefore may 

7 not be considered as against moving party defendants. 

8 

9 23. In paragraph 78 on page 24 at line 23, the 

10 words, •punitive and exemplary damages• on the grounds 

11 that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

12 stated as against moving party defendant. 

13 

14 

15 Thirteenth Cause of Action 

16 

17 24. All of paragraph 85 on page 26 on the grounds 

18 (a) that plaintiff, REDACTED , claim for personal 

· 19 injuries is barred by the one-year statute of limitations, 

20 Code of Civil Procedure, section 340(3) in that she has 

21 alleged that her cause of action for personal injury 

22 arose on May 10, 1980 (see paragraph 82) and the original 

23 complaint was filed more than one year thereafter, on 

24 February 23, 1984: (b) that no "Dillon" cause of action 

25 is stated. 

26 

27 

28 I II 5956 
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1 

2 

3 

Fourteenth Cause of Action 

25. In paragraph 88 on page 28 at lines 4-5, the 

4 words •maliciously" and •wanton and conscious disregard 

5 of the rights and feelings of Plaintiff" on the grounds 

6 that such words whether taken individually or together 

7 constitute conclusions of law and therefore may not be 

8 considered as against moving party defendant. 

9 

10 26. In paragraph 88 on page 28 at line 6, the 

11 words, •exemplary and punitive damages• on the grounds 

12 that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

13 stated as against moving party defendant. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Fifteenth cause of Action 

18 27. In paragraph 90 on page 28 at lines 19-20, the 

19 words, ftintentional and malicious" on the grounds that 

20 such words whether taken individually or together constitute 

21 conclusions of law and therefore may not be considered as 

22 against the moving party defendant. 

23 

24 28. In paragraph 91 on page 29 at line 2, the 

25 words, "intentional, malicious, extreme and outrageous 

26 acts" on the grounds that such words whether taken individually 

27 or together constitute conclusions of law and therefore 

28 may not be considered as against the moving party defendant. 

-9-
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1 29. In paragraph 92 on page 29 at lines 7-9, the 

2 words, •malicious and oppressive• and •wanton disregard 

3 of the rights and feelings of Plaintiff• on the grounds 

4 that such words whether taken individually or together 

5 constitute conclusions of law and therefore may not be 

6 considered as against the moving party defendant. 

7 

8 30. In paragraph 92 on page 29 at line 10, the 

9 words, •exemplary and punitive damages on the grounds 

10 that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

11 stated as against the moving party defendant. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Seventeenth Cause of Action 

16 31. In paragraph 105 on page 33 at line 1, the 

17 words, •conscious disregard of the rights of Plaintiff• 

18 on the grounds that such words whether taken individually 

19 or together constitute conclusions of law and therefore 

20 may not be considered as against the moving party defendant. 

21 

22 32. In paragraph lOS on page 33 at line 2, the 

23 words, •punitive and exemplary damages• on the grounds 

24 that no cause of action for punitive damages has been 

25 stated as against the moving party defendant. 

26 

27 

28 

33. In the prayer, on page 33 at lines 13-14, the 

words, •3. For exemplary and punitive damages in a sum 

-10-
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1 according to proof" on the grounds that no cause of 

2 action has been stated as against the moving party defendant. 

3 

4 34. In the prayer, on page 34 at lines 2-3, the 

5 words, "4. For exemplary and punitive damages in a sum 

6 according to proof" on the grounds that no cause of 

7 action has been stated as against this moving party 

8 defendant. 

9 

10 35. To the extent that any cause of action has 

11 attempted to incorporate by reference one or more of the 

12 above referenced paragraphs which are the subject of this 

13 motion to strike such incorporated paragraphs of the 

14 complaint are incorporated by reference into this motion 

15 to strike. 

16 

17 This motion to strike will be based upon Code of 

18 Civil Procedure, section 435, and upon the grounds that 

19 the above mentioned language in plaintiffs' first amended 

20 complaint is irrelevant, redundant, immaterial, conclusionary 

21 and evidentiary, and upon the additional ground that 

22 there are not sufficient facts properly stated or pleaded 

23 to constitute a claim for punitive or exemplary damages 

24 as against the moving party defendant. Therefore the 

25 above language should be striken from plaintiffs' first 

26 amended complaint as to the moving party defendant. 

27 

28 Ill 
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1 DATED: August l, 1984 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

I am employed in the county of Los Angeles, State of 

california. I am over the age of 18 and not a party to the 

within action~ my business address is 1545 Wilshire Boulevard, 

Suite 800, Los Angeles, California 90017. 

On August 1, 1984, I served the foregoing document 

described as NOTICE OF MOTION AND MOTION TO STRIKE PORTIONS 

OF PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT on the parties in 

this action by placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a 

sealed envelope with postage thereon fully prepaid, in the 

United States mail at Los Angeles, california as follows: 

REDACTED 

18 I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the 

19 State of california that the above is true and correct. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Executed on August 1, 1984 at Los Angeles, California. 

REDACTED 
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•. .. : tally disordered sex offende~IUld acting in -th~ c_ourse of: his ein- abl<!~o w:ork out the concerns he 
.... ~l)y:NewssteHWrl~•r. . ··ho~it.~.llze;d ·rar ~ niont.h.s ~fr:' ployment· · ' · had?about hia behavior toward 
':.';:: The Roman Catholic ar- fore. beirig returned .to ·Ventura Hadden ·refused to acc~pt the minot•· 
··· ·i:l!diocese of Los Angeles can be County. He_ was then placed on arguments putforth on bj>half.of Rolo a! 'dml ed 
•. peld liable :tor the conduct of a. 'I(,) years' pro~tiol}_, '·.· .. ' the archdiocese; He instead r_ec othe~~erychi ·~t oPR ~da~­
.,;Ji.ries\' who was convicted of . The Los Angeles archdipeese, lied on argurnents put fotth by · ~ .. a • · on · 
_::;molesting boys tn. Thousand fallovnng the fill~. of the civil the, attorneys_for the ch!ldr~n, ~arut;;·:;;.s9J:~J~h~dt{ondle~ 
·_·ow, a judge has ruled. . . , laWSUJt last year, filed a demurr- · the1r parents and-lawyers LoU!s tnat!going. bade to 197g W: :d 

_. Judge Joe D Hadden. of the ·er to the complaint and sought to Samon~ and Pamela Kle~aum . OJ:\> m nt 'th .. · • 20 hil 
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:,archdiocese as a defendant In a The arguments advanced by should ~e held. hable for · t' . e dterV!ews.are of ICI 
:i:ivil laWsU!t that ·was. flied· by the archdiocese's attorbey,_John ·Roemer s conduct on two cour., recor s. 
·.parents of boys·who·ivere named P: McNicholas, were that the ar- grpunds: that it hadpricir kno,..i- .- S3liionsky _and Klebaum allege 
.,,._..victims of molestatiOns com' chdiocese cannot be held liable edge of Roemer's 'exual attr.ac- in ~ civil_lawsuit ·that.the Los 
-~.qtitted by the Rev. Donald Pa- tion, toward young,, males ·and An&!les·; ar.chdi.;.cese- should. 
;::trick Roemer in 1980 and.1981. R ·. · .· · .. · that mo)estlngs of two boys pc- havq;been.lnformed of Roemer• a· 
~--;::The Judge's ruling. mearls the . 081T]Bf 8dmttted curred ~fter a mother _told a-,St. tenq~ncles .-and should have 
~: IliwsU!t against the arohdioc~se th. · h ·h · d · Paschal. • officiaL tl:!at Hoelner . ki)O~JI. of R(ienier's. prior sexual 
c'jlt Los'Angeles, Roenler,-hlssu- Sf 8 8 fondled had molested her. son while he .. actj~ty. Yettl)'earchd,iocesestlll 
··pervtsor the Rev.·ColmO'RY.an .

1
., fh ·b·' 

1
. f.d. wasoQareUg!ousretreatinMay .;<!!owed Roemer_contact.;v_ith 

and St. Paschal Baylen Catholic 8 ' _e oys IS 8 ?980. . .. . ~!lilfen. at St.J;>aschal's; "In con-
:.1/hurch in· Thousand Oak!! .can · Roemer, during an interview sc!O\fl< disregard til the rights. of. 
-'~f!.roceed. . , ·. vicariously for R¢emer's actions with ~heriff's detecti:ve K~lli s~~e~y~~ ,of tpe .~~H~r.en,: the 
··. The parents of fo<Jr boys, ages because molesting of the boys In Mcilvain following his arrest_in _Pia:Jn,tiffs lawyer~ state. 
6 to 12 at the time of the charge~, no way could be viewed •• the 1981, said._ he had earlier.-sought . lri;tlie cjlSe Involving two of '' 
brought the lawsuit against the occupational·duties of a priest. . · psychological help !or his prob- the iJpys, theri 7 ·and 10, their 
archdiocese. In February 1981. McNicholas cited a 1981 Court lem. H;e said he told a priest m molesting occurred after a com­
Roomer had pleaded no contest of. Appeal case in which a school ~anta Barbara about his· attrac- plallit ahout, Roenier:s · !llegal 
to three chiifge~, Two of these district was.riamed· a. defendant .tion for boys,. . .. conduct, Samonsky and Kle-
-counts mvolve b~ys named ·in in ·a civil :case. after ~ cuStOdian In· a .later ~ ........... ut .... u~ .'ft..~ 1oM. xhaum-noint nut ' 
the clvlllawsU!t. . molested and raped a student on Roemer 

The charges involving . the Bchool district grounds. The ap-- Patterson 
. other two bOJ!S were dlsnliss..ct pellate 'cOurt _threw out _·the ac- . suited was __ , 
as part of a .plea bargain.- tlon against thedli!tr!ct_oil the chologistandhel 
Roemer, 40, was declared a men- grounds the custodian w:as not taCt wi~ this · 
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REDACTED 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Cardinal Mannin!J 

F REDACTED r. 

September 25, 1984 

REDACTED Work REDACTED 
home 

She is a parishioner at St. Julie's, Newbury Park. 

Her son, she says,REDACTED (15 years old} was involved with the 
Fr. Pat Roemer case. 

Presently, he is at Beverly Glen Hospital for REDACTED treahnent. He 
will be released on Sunday. He has many needs and the family is out 
of funds. 

The mother says she did not testify nor her son against Fr. Roemer. ·They 
are listed as 11uncooperative witnesses 11

• She did not think it good for 
them or Father Roemer. Would appreciate anything we could do. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Sept. 28, 1984 

Statement of Verification 

To rfuom It May Concern: 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Ve!X, t1)llYj Y<?N~ 
REDACTED 
REDACTED ' ll.f.. 

RCALA 008259 
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1 

2· 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

I 
REDACTED 

Attorneys £or 
ANGELES, A 

Defendant, ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF LOS 
Corporation Sole, ST. PASCHAL'S PARISH. 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF VENTURA 

10 REDACTED 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

} CASE NO.: 82750 
} 
) ANSWER TO PLAINTIFFS' 
) FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT. 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Plaintiffs, ) 
18 ) 

vs. ) 
19 ) 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF } 
20 LOS ANGELES, a California ) 

Corporation: ARCHDIOCESE OF } 
21 LOS ANGELES, EDUCATION AND ) 

WELFARE CORPORATION, a ) 
22 California Corporation: ) 

PATRICK ROEMER: FATHER COLM ) 
23 0 1 RYAN: ST. PASCHAL BAYLON ) 6416 

CATHOLIC CHURCH: an unincor- ) 
24 porated "lssocia tion: and DOES ) 

1 through 50, inclusive, ) 
25 ) 

Defendants. ) 
26 ) 

27 

28 REDACTED 

TO EACH OF THE PLAINTIFFS HEREIN AND REDACTED 

THEIR ATTORNEYS OF RECORD: 

RCALA 008261 

CCI 003100 



1 COMES NOW, Defendant, ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 

2 LOS ANGELES, a corporation sole, who answers on behalf of 

3 itself and on behalf on St. Paschal's Parish, in that the 

4 Roman Catholic Archbishop conducts part of its affairs under 

5 the name of St. Paschal's Parish,(•answering Defendant; and 

6 answers the First Amended Complaint on file herein as follows: 

7 

8 1. The First Amended Complaint in the above-entitled 

9 action being unverified, this answering Defendant, pursuant 

10 to §431.30 {d) of the Code of Civil Procedure, denies generally 

11 .and specifically each and every allegation contained in the 

12 First Amended Complaint and further denies that Plaintiffs 

13 have been injured or damaged in the sums alleged or in any 

14 other sum or sums, or at all. 

15 

16 

17 

FOR A FIRST, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE 

DEFENSE TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED 

COMPLAINT, ANSWERING DEFENDANT ALLEGES: 18 

19 

20 2. The First Amended Complaint, and each and every 

21 cause of action contained therein, fails to state a cause of 

22 action against this answering Defendant under any legal theory. 

23 

24 FOR A SECOND, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE 

25 DEFENSE TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT, 

26 ANSWERING DEFENDANT ALLEGES UPON INFORMATION AND BELIEF: 

27 

28 3. Any and all events and happenings in connection 

6417 
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1 with the allegations contained in the First Amended Complaint 

2 were proximately caused and contributed to by the negligence and 

3 other legal fault of Plaintiffs and were further proximately 

4 caused and contributed to by the negligence and other legal 

5 fault of persons and entities other than this answering 

6 Defendant and that if Plaintiffs recover any sum whatsoever 

7 herein, such amount must be reduced in proportion to the 

8 extent that Plaintiffs' own negligence and other legal fault 

9 proximately caused and contributed to Plaintiffs' claimed 

10 injuries and damages, and that if there is a verdict in favor 

11 of said Plaintiffs against this Defendant, said ~erdict 

12 should be in proportion to this answering Defendant's pro 

13 rata responsibility and to the extent that it is necessary, 

14 this answering Defendant may be entitled to partial indemnity 

15 from others on a comparative fault basis. 

16 

17 FOR A THIRD, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE 

18 DEFENSE TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED 

19 COMPLAINT, ANSWERING DEFENDANT ALLEGES: 

20 

21 4. Plaintiffs' First Amended Complaint on file 

22 herein fails to state a cause of action against this answering 

23 Defendant in that it is barred by the Statute of Limitations, 

24 California Code of Civil Procedure §340. 

25 Ill 

26 Ill 

27 II I 

28 Ill 

-~-
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1 FOR A FOURTH, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE 

2 DEFENSE TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT, 

3 ANSWERING DEFENDANT ALLEGES UPON INFORMATION AND BELIEF: 

4 

5 5. At the time that Defendant, PATRICK ROEMER, 

6 allegedly engaged in assault and battery against Plaintiffs 

1 as alleged in Plaintiffs' First Amended Complaint, he was 

8 acting with the consent of Plaintiffs and therefore is not 

9 liable to Plaintiffs. 

10 

11 FOR A FIFTH, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE 

12 DEFENSE TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED 

13 COMPLAINT, ANSWERING DEFENDANT ALLEGES: 

14 

15 At the time that Defendant, PATRICK ROEMER, allegedly 

16 engaged in the alleged tortious acts of which Plaintiffs 

17 complain, he was not acting within the course and scope of 

18 any employment with this answering Defendant. 

19 

20 FOR A SIXTH, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE 

21 DEFENSE TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT, 

22 ANSWERING DEFENDANT ALLEGES UPON INFORMATION AND BELIEF: 

23 

24 This answering Defendant's alleged actions and 

RCALA 008264 

25 conduct throughout the period of time referred to in Plaintiffs' 

26 First Amended Complaint were not intentional nor unreasonable 

27 and therefore this answering Defendant is in no way responsible 

28 for any alleged emotional distress allegedly suffered by 

6419 
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1 Plaintiffs. 

2 

3 FOR A SEVENTH, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE 

4 DEFENSE TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT, 

5 ANSWERING DEFENDANT ALLEGES UPON INFORMATION AND BELIEF: 

6 

7 This answering Defendant at no time throughout the 

8 period of time referred to in Plaintiffs' First Amended 

9 Complaint ratified or otherwise approved either expressly or 

10 impliedly the alleged tortious acts of Defendant, PATRICK 

11 ROEMER of which Plaintiffs complain. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

FOR A EIGHTH, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE 

DEFENSE TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED 

COMPLAINT, ANSWERING DEFENDANT ALLEGES: 

Plaintiffs' First Amended Complaint fails to state 

facts sufficient for a cause of action for punitive damages 

against this answering Defendant. 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 6420 
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1 

2 

FOR A NINTH, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE 

DEFENSE TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED 

COMPLAINT, ANSWERING DEFENDANT ALLEGES: 

RCALA 008266 

3 

4 

5 Plaintiff, REDACTED First Amended Complaint 

6 fails to state facts sufficient for a cause of action for 

1 breach of contract against this answering Defendant. 

8 

9 FOR A TENTH, SEPARATE AND AFFIRMATIVE 

10 DEFENSE TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT, 

11 ANSWERING DEFENDANT ALLEGES UPON INFORMATION AND BELIEF: 

12 

13 At all times mentioned in the First Amended 

14 Complaint, the parents and/or guardians of Plaintiffs, 

15 REDACTED 

16 REDACTED so carelessly, recklessly and negligently conducted 

17 and maintained themselves so as to cause and contribute in 

18 some way to the alleged incidents and to the damages, if any 

19 alleged to have been sustained by Plaintiffs. Therefore, 

20 Plaintiffs' recovery herein as to any damage and injuries 

21 suffered by Plaintiffs, if any, shall be diminished to the 

22 extent that such injury or damages were proximately caused 

23 by the negligence of the parents and/or guardians of said 

24 Plaintiffs. 

25 /// 

26 Ill 

27 I I I 

28 /// 6421 
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RCALA 008267 

1 WHEREFORE, this answering Defendant prays that 

2 Plaintiffs take nothing by reason of their Complaint, and 

3 that this answering Defendant be given judgment for costs 

4 incurred, to be incurred, and for such other and further 

5 relief as the court may deem just and proper. 

6 

1 DATED: October 4, 1984 REDACTED 

8 b--4!--_.! ___ .. 

REDACTED 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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VERIFICATION 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 

I have read the foregoing-------------------------------
__________________________________ .and know its contents. 

El CHECK APPLICABLE PARAGRAPH 
0 I am a party to this action. The matters stated in the foregoing document are true of my own knowledge except as to 

those matters which are stated on information and belief, and as to those matters I believe them to be true. 
0 I am 0 an Officer 0 a partner 0 a of __________ _ 

a party to this action, and am authorized to make this verification for and on its behalf, and I make this verification for that 
reason. 0 I am informed and believe and on that ground allege that the matters stated in the foregoing document are 
true. 0 The matters stated in the foregoing document are true of my own knowledge except as to those matters which are 
stated on information and belief, and as to those matters I believe them to be true. 

0 I am one of the attorneys for . 
a party to this action. Such party is absent from the county of aforesaid where such attorneys have their offices, and I make 
this verification for and on behalf of that party for that reason. I am informed and believe and on that ground allege that 
the matters stated in the foregoing document are true. 
Executed o 19----. a California. 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Type or Print Name 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF DOCUMENT 

(other than summons and complaint) 

Signature 

Received copy of document described 85----------------------------

011-------19--

Type or Print Name Signature 
PROOF OF SERVICE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS A.~GELES 
I am employed in the county of !.as Angeles , State of California. 

1 Rm nv .. r th .. """ nf IR Rnrl not" n:~rtv tn th~ within action: mv business address is_·------------
REDACTED Los Angeles, California 90017 

On 10/4 1984 , I served the for~going docum~nt described..,.__ _____________ _ 
ANS,vER TO PLAINTIFFS' FIRST AMENDED COMPI.l\INT 

------------------------'on interested parties 
in this action by placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope addressed as follows: 

REDACTED 

6423 

fiJ (BY MAIL) I caused such envelope with postage thereon fully prepaid to be placed in the United States mail 
at Los Angeles , California. 
Executed on 1 0/ 4 , 19.8A-, at . Los Ail ge 1 e s , California. 

0 (BY PERSONAL SERVICE) I caused such envelope to be delivered by hand to the offices of the addressee. 
Executed o 19----. at , California. 

~ (State) I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is true and correct. 
O (Federal) I declare that I am employed in the office of a membevOf the bar of this court at whose direcdon th¢ service Wa5 

made. REDACTED 

REDACTED 
Type or l:'nnt Name 
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1· REDACTED 
'2 

3 

4 

\ 

5 Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

6 

'I 

JJ-E c· 01. 'iD81 "t ,.., lJ ,'--f 

REDACTED 

8 · SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

9 

10 

-11 

12 

13 

3.4 

15 

16 

l' 

lS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

COUNTY OF VENTURA 

REDACTED 

r.La..&.ui...:LJ.J.or 

vs. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 
LOS ANGELES, a California 
Corporation; ARCHCIOCESE OF LOS 
ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 
CORPORATION, a California 
Corporation; PATRICK ROEMER; 
FATHER COLM 0 1 RYAN; ST. PASCHAL 
BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH; an 
unincorporated association; and 
DOES 1 through SO, inclusive, 

Defendant. 
--·---~- ~ 

I 

I 

I 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No. 82750 

PLAINTIFF REDACTED 

REDACTED RESPONSES TO 
INTERROGATORIES (SET ONE) 
BY AND THROUGH BIS 
GUARDIAN AD LITEM 
REDACTED 
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1 Interrogatory tl 

~ (A) Saint John's Seminary, Camarillo, Father ROEMER 

3 informed the church officials of his pedophilia and attraction to 

4 young males. Be confided with Father REDACTED at the Santa Barbara 

5 Parish about his behavior. Father COLM O'RYAN was informed by 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1'1 

18· 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

REDACTED , on or about December 27, 1980 of Father ROEMER's 

molestation of ~EDACTED which took place in May of 1980. 

Discovery is continuing and at this point these are the known 

sources for the statement in paragraph eight of the First Amended 

Complaint. 

(B) The information was given to Father O'RYAN on or about 

December 27, 1980. Father ROEMER's statements at Saint John's 

Seminary were made during his stay there; his statements to 

FatherREDACTED were made between 1970 and 1978. 

(C) Information relating to Father REDAcTED and the Seminary 

was obtained during the time that Father ROEMER was being 

prosecuted by the Ventura County District Attorney's Office. 

Information was learned first hand from ]REDACTED about 

her statements to Father O'RYAN. 

(D) Father ROEMER has knowledge of all of the allegations; 

Father O'RYAN of course took part in the discussions with 

REDACTED all Plaintiffs in this lawsuit as well as their 

parents; persons who were involved in the District Attorney's 

prosecution of Father ROEMER. 

(E) Documents contained in the District Attorney's file 

concerning the prosecution of Father ROEMER. 

(F) N/A 
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1 

"2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'I 

8 

9 

10 

~1 

'12 

I.:S 

JA 

Interrogatory 12 

(A) REDACTED , and REDACTED went to SAINT PASCHAL 1 S and 

personally spoke with Father O'RYAN on or about December 27, 

1980, and Father O'RYAN personally questionedREDACTEDabout the 

molestation which was reported by REDACTED and REDACTED 

Father O'RYAN assured Mrs. REDACTED that the matter would be taken 

care of. 

(B) The entire REDACTED family, Father 0 1 RYAN, Father 

ROEMER, all have knowledge of what went on in the visit. All 

Plaintiffs and their families have knowledge corning from Mrs. 

REDACTED REDACTED address REDACTED in Exton, Pennsylvania 

19341, has knowledge of the meeting between Father O'RYAN and the 

REDACTED after having spoken with Father O'RYAN in February of 

1981. 

15 Interrogatory t3 

16 (A) I doubt if anyone would consent to the assault. As far 

l'J' 

18· 

1.9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24· 

25 

26 

27 

28 

as knowledge of the assault, it would be after Defendant ROEMER's 

arrest. The church and ARCHDIOCESE as well as the arresting 

persons were informed. Father O'RYAN knew Father ROEMER bad 

molested previously and had the opportunity to remove him from 

his duties to guard against further incidents. Father REDACTED and a 

priest in Santa Barbara knew of Father ROEMER's pedophilia. 

(B) January 26, and January 27, 1981 when Father ROEMER was 

arrested. 

file. 

(C) Unknown except for Father ROEMER and REDACTED 

(D) Documents in the District Attorney's file 

(E) None other than documents in the District Attorney's 

6493 
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1 Interrogatory 14 

(A) REDACTED who was the first molest victim to step forward, 

3 and have Father ROEMER taken away from the other children, 

4 endured a tremendous burden. He had mixed feelings at first, 

5 because he did not want to get Father ROEMER in trouble. Because 

6 of our good family relationship, he was able to describe what 

? happened, and felt guilty about it. He suffered severely 

8 mentally, and was very nervous about the events. He was 

9 humiliated because it happened to him, and he was paranoid 

10 everyone would find out about it. We keep it as quiet as 

ll possible. But the articles in the paper gave REDACTED mother's 

12 name, and again, he had to hear about this at school. It 

13 affected him. Our main concern is the emotional or sexual 

14 problems that he faces in the future. 

15 (B) Humiliation, paranoia. fear. auilt. ~PP ~lA\ 

1
REDACTED 

l' 

18' REDACTED Counselor, the visit took place shortly after the 

19 arrest, in February 1981. REDACTED 

20 1982,REDACTED 

21 REDACTED 

psychologist, $330, March 

REDACTED was 

22 

23 

also tested to determine his academic progress which was slipping 

at the time, as well as on his adjustment and reassurance about 

24 his name being spread around town. Total expenditures 

.25 

26 

27 

28 

approximately $425.00 

(D) N/A 

(E) N/A 

-4-
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1 Interrogatory fS 

·2 (A} REDACTED has also expressed that because of this incident, 

3 he could possibly become ngay" when he grows up, he asked me 

4 about six months ago, and also asked me that today. We know that 

5 he will never forget the molest, and wonder how he will feel 

6 about it as he grows up. There is always a possibility that 

7 therapy will be needed in the future as he develops sexually. 

8 (B) Testing, $330.00; visit in March, 1984-$65.00; visit 

9 for REDACTED parents-1981-$30 

10 (C) Please refer to answer to interrogatory 4(C) 

l.l 

12 

13 

14 

15 

(D) Unknown 

(E) N/A 

(F) N/A 

Interrogatory 16 

(A) During his interview with REDACTED after his 

16 arrest, Father ROEMER stated that he lured REDAcTED into his office 

l~ to look at a year book. That is a malicious and totally 

1·8· irresponsible act, because intentions before entering that room 

19 were to fondle our son, whom he had taken advantage of. 

!0 (B) None other than those in the District Attorney's file 

21 (C) None other than those in the District Attorney's file 

22 Interrogatory 17 

23 

24 

.25 

26 

27 

28 

(A) Please see answer to interrogatory 4(C) 

(B) See interrogatory answer 4(C} and 5(B) 

(C) REDACTED mother and father, HEDACTED 

REDACTED Exton, Pennsylvania 19341, telephone REDACTED 

(D) Please see answer to interrogatory S(A) 

(E) N/A 
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l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'7 

8 

9 

lO 

ll 

12 

Interrogatory f8 

(A) Again, I have described REDACTED emotional distress in 

answers above. Please see answer to 4(A) 

(B) Please see 4(C) and 5(B) 

(C). His parents, REDACTED address above 

Interrogatory 19 

{A) Father O'RYAN had been told previously of Father 

ROEMER's molestation of REDACTED In spite of that, Father 

ROEMER was allowed to continue working children in the parish. 

Father ROEMER intended to molest REDACTED 

(B) Father O'RYAN, Father ROEMER, discovery is continuing 

at this time. 

13 {C) Medical damages outlined above. 

14 (D) Father O'RYAN, Father ROEMER, REDACTED 

l5 (E) Documents in the District Attorney's file 

16 (F) Documents in the District Attorney's file. 

11 Interrogatory 110 

18· (A) Father ROEMER had a duty as a priest to protect the 

19 well-being and safety of young boys which he failed to do. 

20 Father O'RYAN had a duty to protect parishioners from Father 

21 ROEMER's molestations. 

22 (B) Defendants' had a duty to provide for REDACTED safety 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

including making sure that church personnel would be fit for 

providing for the needs of minor parishioners. Father ROEMER's 

molestation of REDACTED and retaining Father ROEMER in his church 

position after notice to the church of REDACTED 

molestation were breaches of Defendants' duty of care. 
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1 (C) Father ROEMER, Father O'RYAN. Father O'RYAN breached 

2 said duty of care on and after December 27, 1980 in allowing 

3 Father ROEMER to remain in his church position. Father ROEMER 

4 continually breached his duty of care by molesting young male 

5 parishioners. 

6 (D) Father 0 1 RYAN, Father ROEMER, REDACTED discovery is 

1 continuing at this time. 

8 (E) District Attorney's files. 

9 (F) District Attorney's files. 

10 Interrogatory ill 

li {A} Please see answer to 4(A) and previous descriptions of 

l2 REDACTED; mental condition. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1' 

lS 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

-25 

26 

27 

28 

(B) Please see medical personnel identified above 

(C) Please see itemization above 

(D) District Attorney's file 

(E) District Attorney's file 

Interrogatory 112 

(A} Again, I have previously described REDACTED: humiliation, 

paranoia, fear, guilt, and other indications of his emotional 

distress. Please read those answers above. 

(B) Please see answers to 4(A} and S(B) 

(C) REDACTED family, REDACTED and REDACTED 

(D) District Attorney's file 

(E) District Attorney's file 

Interrogatory 113 

(A) Father REDAcTED had been notified while Father ROEMER was 

at that Santa Barbara Parish; Father O'RYAN had been notified on 

December 17, 1980 about Father ROEMER • s molestation of REDACTED 
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1 

'2 

3 

4 

5 

~ 

7 

8 

~ 

J:O 

~'i 

12 

13 

l4 

1~ 

16 

lT 

18 

l~ 

:!0' 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

REDACTED,arious counselors and psychologists had been told of 

Father ROEMER'S pedophilia by Father ROEMER himself. 

{B) The notification to counselors and psychologists, facts 

unknown at this time; REDACTED and REo~crEo told Father 

O'Ryan at St. Paschal's Parrish on December 27, 1980; Father REDACTED 

was told during Father Roemer's stay in Santa Barbara. 

(C) Father 0 1 RYAN 1 Father ,REDACTED of Sacred Heart 

Church, Saticoy, was told by police officials in late December, 

1980, Father REoAcrEo as indicated above. 

(D) REDACTED was notified by the Ventura County 

Police Department in late December 1980, REDACTED spoke 

to Father O'Ryan on December 27, 1980, other date unknown. 

(E) District Attorney's file. 

{F) District Attorney's file. 

Interrogatory !14 

(A) Please see previous description of REDACTED; mental 

state, specifically 4(A). 

(B) REDACTED family, REDACTED 

(C) Identified above. 

(D) Identified above. 

(E) District Attorney's file. 

(F) District Attorney's file. 

Interrogatory 115 

(A) St. Paschal's continued to employ Father Roemer after 

they had been notified that Father Roemer had molested REDACTED 

!REDACTED 

(B) Medical damages outlined above. 
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RCALA 008277 

1 (C) REDACTED family, REDACTED 

'2 (D) District Attorney's file. 

3 Dated: December 20, 1984 REDACTED 

4 
REDACTED 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

~0 

11 

12 

la 

14 

15 

~6 

1' 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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(VERJFJCATION-446. 2015.5 C. C. P.) 

1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA. COUNTY OF 

3 

4 
Plaintiff REDACTED 

in the ahol'l' entitfcd aelion or proceeding: I have read the foregoing--------------------

5 
Responses to Interrogatories (Set One) 

6 and know the content.< thereof: and I certify that the same i< true of my own knowledge, except as to those ma11er.1 which 

7 are then-in swted upon my information or belief, and as to those matters I believe it to be true. 

8 

9 

10 I declare, under penalty of perjury under rhe lows of the State of California that the foregoing is rrue and correcr. 

11 f(. ZO· S4: cAMA{l.tLLO E.xecu1ed on·--...:.....:._..:::.._ _ ___:""-'-------at·----==-..:................_-=-'--'-=':.....:..=~f-----------. California 

12 REDACTED 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL (JOI3a, 2015.5 C. C. P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 

I am a resident of the county aforesaid: I am over the age of eighteen year.< and nor a parry to the within emitted 
orlirn~: IH_i' husinc•t.~ oddreJ5 is: 

REDACTED 

on December 20 . 19..lii__, I served.the withirz___d=o:..:c=um::.::.:e::.n=-::t::..:S::_ _________ _ 

20 onme~~~a~r~t~i~e~s~------------------------------------------------------~-------
in said action. br placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope wirh postage thereon fully prepaid, in rhe 

21 United States moil ar_--'C......,awm...,a~r~i""l,.,_,.l,_,o"---------------------------­

RCALA 008278 

oddressed as follows: 
'RV PF'RC:()'fl.lJ'I. T. C:l<''D'I:TTf"l;' I'Tlf"\. 1 'J /'J 1 I 0 A 

22 
Patrick Roemer 

23 REDACTED 

24 

25 

26 

REDACTED 

6500 

2 7 I declare, under penalty of perjury IIJlder the laws of the Stale of California rr=t the foregoing is true and correcr. 

28 Execuled on_--=1:.::2::../L.!:2,_,0:../L..:::8-'4"=-------_aat __ _::C:..:a:::m==a::.:r:::...=i:.:l::.:l=-=o---:---------· California 
( datr 1 , - 1- ·- • 

REDACTED REDACTED 
l_vpe or Prinr /l'amt 
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1 

'2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'1 

8 

9 

lO 

11 

12 

1:5 

l4 

15 

16 

11 

18· 

19' 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF VENTURA 

REDACTED 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 
LOS ANGELES, a California 
Corporation; ARCHCIOCESE OF LOS 
ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 
CORPORATION, a California 
Corporation; PATRICK ROEMER; 
FATHER COLM O'RYAN; ST. PASCHAL 
BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH; an 
unincorporated association; and 
DOES 1 through 50, inclusive, 

Defendant. 

) Case No. 82750 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) PLAINTIFF REDACTED 
)REDACTED RESPONSES TO 
) INTERROGATORIES (SET ONE) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) _______________________________ ) 

I 

I 
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l 

'2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'I 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1:5 

14 

15 

!6 

l'f 

18· 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Interrogatory tl 

(A) Saint John's Seminary, Camarillo, Father ROEMER 

informed the church officials of his pedophilia and 

attraction to young males. He confided with FatherREDACTEDat 

the Santa Barbara Parish about his behavior. Father COLM 

O'RYAN was informed byREDACTED on or about December 

27, 19 80 of Father ROEMER 1 s molestation of REDACTED 

which took place in May of 1980. Discovery is continuing 

and at this point these are the known sources for the 

statement in paragraph eight of the First Amended Complaint. 

(B) The information was given to Father O'RYAN on or 

about December 27, 1980. Father ROEMER's statements at 

Saint John's Seminary were made during his stay there; his 

statements to Father REDACTED were made between 1970 and 1978. 

(C) Information relating to Father REDAcTED~ and the 

Seminary was obtained during the time that Father ROEMER was 

being prosecuted by the Ventura County District Attorney's 

Office. Information was learned first hand from REDACTED 

REDACTED about her statements to Father O'RYAN. 

(D) Father ROEMER has knowledge of all of the 

allegations; Father O'RYAN of course took part in the 

discussions with REDACTED ! all Plaintiffs in this 

lawsuit as well as their parents; persons who were involved 

in the District Attorney's prosecution of Father ROEMER. 

(E) Documents contained in the District Attorney's 

file concerning the prosecution of Father ROEMER. 

(F) Documents contained in the District Attorney's 

file concerning the prosecution of Father ROEMER. 
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1 Interrogatory #2 

(A) REDACTED and R_EQ~~I~D went to SAINT 

3 PASCHAL's and personally spoke with Father O'RYAN on or 

4 about December 27, 1980, and Father O'RYAN personally 

5 questioned REDACTED about the molestation which was reported by 

6 REDAcTED: and REDACTED Father O'RYAN assured Mrs. 

'1 REDACTED that the matter would be taken care of. 

8 (B) The entire REDACTED family, Father 0 1 RYAN, Father 

9 ROEMER, all have knowledge of what went on in the visit. 

·10 All Plaintiffs and their families have knowledge coming from 

ll Mrs. REDACTED REDACTED . address REDACTED 
. REDACTED 

t ~n 

12 REDACTED has knowledge of the meeting between 

13 Father O'RYAN and the REDACTED after having spoken with 

14 Father O'RYAN in February of 1981. 

15 Interrogatory #3 

(A) I assume that no one had knowledge of the assault 

of REDACTED prior to the assault; Father ROEMER 

16· certainly "had knowledge and consented to" the assault and 

19· was associated with Defendant ARCHBISHOP or ARCHDIOCESE. 

20 (B) It is unknown at this time when Father O'RYAN or 

21 other officials from SA~NT PASCHAL's were notified of the 

22 assault. 

23 (C) Father ROEMER performed the_assault on or about 

24 January 19, 1981. It is unknown at this time when officials 

25 connected with Defendants SAINT PASCHAL's learned of the 

26 assault. 

(D) Father ROEMER and Plaintiff REDACTED 27 

28 Plaintiff's parents were told of the assault afterwards. 
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l: 

'2 

(E) Documents in the District Attorney's files 

(F) Father ROEMER performed these assaults while he 

3 was in the employ of SAINT PASCHAL's, the ARCHDIOCESE, and 

4 the ARCHBISHOP. This was after Father O'RYAN had been 

5 informed by REDACTED of the previous molestation. 

6 ~nterrogatory #4 

(A) REDACTED has suffered damages from this 

8 molestation which will be with him indefinitely. First of 

9 
REDACTED 

all, my son was assaulted in one of the safest places 

~0 on this earth, a confessional. The Defendant was a priest, 

ll at one of the highest levels of trust, and was respected by 

1.2 our son. REDAcTED, for some time, had to endure the 

13 embarrassment of his peers. This information was printed in 

14 the newspaper. Our son has gone through tremendous mental 

15 stress and probably will face more as an adult. He has lost 

16 all desires to go back to that parish or any Catholic church 

l' because of what happened. This same Defendant, Father 

lB' ROEMER, was the priest who had recently administered REDACTED 

19· first communion. REDAcTED is missing the Catholic education and 

2a up bringing his parents had planned for him. Mistrust for 

21 authority figures, males, and the church are all results of 

22 this molestation. 

23 (B) REDACTED mother and father 1 REDACTED 

24 REDACTED 
25 REDACTED 

26 

27 

(C) None 

(D) None 

28 Interrogatory t5 

,REDACTED 

_/I_ 
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1 (A) We do not have a crystal ball, first of all, to 

·2 predict what lies ahead for JREoAcTEoand other child molest 

3 victims, but know that many such victims develop medical or 

4 sexual problems in their teenage years and as adults. It is 

5 unknown what lies ahead. 

6 

'I 

8 

9 

(B) None 

(C) None 

(D) Parents 

(E) None 

10 (F} None 

l t Interrogatory #6 

l2 (A) Emotional and mental damage, $350,000.00 (three 

13 hundred fifty thousand dollars) . 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18' 

19' 

20' 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(B) None 

(C) None 

~gterrogatory 17 

(A) None 

(B) One cannot break down or itemize damages for 

emotional or mental distress. 

(C) Father ROEMER 

(D) None 

(E) Documents in the District Attorney's file. 

Interrogatory #8 

(A) I have stated in roy answer to Interrogatory #4 (A) 

what general damage has been done to REDACTED I cannot 

overemphasize the severity of the mental damage which was 

done to him by Father ROEMER's molestation. 

(B) No medical damages to date; general damages 
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1 

'2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'1 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

'14 

$350,000.00 

(C) REDACTED parents, Father ROEMER. 

Interrogatory #9 

(A) The molestation to REoAcrEowas carried out after the 

church had been notified that Father ROEMER had molested 

REDACTED At the time Father ROEMER carried out this 

molestation, he was preforming a function as Head of 

Children's Services at SAINT PASCHALs. He was receiving the 

confession of REDAcTED Retaining Father ROEMER at this point 

in time, after a confirmed report of a molestation as well 

as confessions by Father ROEMER to Father REDAcTED and others of 

his pedophilia is conduct which is in wanton disregard of 

REDACTED feelings. 

(B) Father ROEMER, Father O'RYAN, anyone who was 

15 responsible for retaining Father ROEMER in that position. 

l6 (C) General damages $350,000.00. 

(D) Father REDACTED Father ROEMER, Father 0' RYAN, .REDACTED 

lS' REDACTED discovery is continuing at this time. REDACTED 

19 of Thousand Oaks was told by Father O'Ryan that he had told 

20' the Archdiocese of Father Roemer's molest of REDACTED 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(E) Documents in the District Attorney's file. 

(F) None known at this time. 

Interrogatory tlO 

(A) Plaintiff was a minor, and had a special 

relationship with SAINT PASCHAL'S and Father ROEMER, as well 

as the Catholic church. Father ROEMER was acting as a 

servant of God in his duties as a priest, his role allowed 

him to say mass, hear confession, instruct and counsel 
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1 adults and young people in his parish. The victims were 

'2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'1 

8 

9 

10 

li 

12 

:t3 

14 

15 

16 

1-:'1 

18· 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

actively involved in church activities as they had been 

taught to do. The Defendant owed REDACTED a chance to listen to 

his confessions without molesting him, and giving him some 

guidance or a few prayers to say. 

(B) Defendants had a duty to provide for REDACTED safety 

including making sure that church personnel would be fit for 

providing for the needs of minor parishioners. Father 

ROEMER 1 S molestation of REDACTED retaining Father ROEMER in his 

church position after notice to the church· of REDACTED 

REDACTED molestation. 

(C) Objection, calls for a legal conclusion. In the 

spirit of cooperation the following information is offered; 

January 19, 19 81, Defendant ROEMER 1 s molestation of REDACTED 

Father O'RYAN's failure to remove Father ROEMER from his 

position of dealing with children after notice by REDACTED 

REDACTED of REDACTED molestation. Discovery is 

continuing at this time, and should Plaintiff secure 

Further information, it will be provided to Defendant. 

(D) Father O'RYAN, Father ROEMER, each Plaintiff in 

this lawsuit and their parents. 

(E) Arrest report, statements by Defendant to District 

Attorney, victims' statements to District Attorney 

representatives. 

(F) None at this time 

Interrogatory 411 

(A) Please refer to my answer to Interrogatory t4(A) I 

have described the suffering which REDACTE0 as undergone. Be 
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1 has been humiliated and constantly fearful that others will 

2 find out about this molestation. 

(B) None 

(C) $350,000.00 

3 

4 

5 {D) None other than documents in the District 

6 Attorney's file. 

7 (E) None other than documents in the District 

8 Attorney's file. 

9 Interrogatory tl2 

10 (A) Again, I have outlined the damage in my answer to 

11 Interrogatory t4(A). Again that emotional distress is 

12 accompanied by a loss of faith and a loss of the family 

l~ closeness associated with sharing our religion and going to 

14 church functions. 

15 

16 

(B) See answer to Interrogatory t4(A) 

(C) Parents, Mr. and Mrs. REDACTED 

l~ (D) Documents in the District Attorney's file. 

1a (E) Documents in the District Attorney's file. 

lg Interrogatory tl3 

20 {A) Father ROEMER had been admitting his pedophilia 

21 ever since he had attended seminary. He had sought 

22 counseling for it with church members; Father O'RYAN had 

23 been notified by REDACTED initially on December 27, 

24 1980, that Father ROEMER had committed a severe molestation 

25 of REDACTED in May of 1980. Father O'RYAN did nothing 

26 about this notice, and continued to place Father ROEMER in a 

27 position where he could come in contact with minors. Father 

28 REDACTED of Sacred Heart Church in Saticoy was told 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'I 

8 

9 

10 

l'l 

12 

l~ 

~4 

15 

16 

rr 

18" 

by police authorities of Father Roemer's molestation of 

REDACTED in late December 1983; nothing was done. Father REDACTED 

Father O'RYAN; discovery is continuing at this time. 

(D) The dates of notification to Father REDACTED are 

unknown, nor is the manner. REDACTED 

Father O'RYAN on December 27 1 1980 
•' 

spoke with 

(E) Documents connected with the District Attorney 

investigation. 

(F) Documents in connection with the District 

Attorney's investigation. 

(G) None known at this time 

Interrogatory 414 

(A) REDAcTED remains fearful that others might find out 

about the molestation, he cried repeatedly about the 

incident; he has lost his church and a certain part of his 

family life. 

(B) His parents are witnesses to all 

(C) None 

19 (D) None 

20 (E) None other than victims'statements and letters 

21 written by victims• parents. 

22 (F) None known at this time 

23 Interrogatory US 

2'4 (A) The answer to this question is the same as 

25 contained in answer to Interrogatory i4(A). Plaintiff has 

26 suffered that emotional wrenching and it has scarred him for 

27 life. 

28 (B) $350,000.00 in general damages 
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1 (C) His parents 

.2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

l'l 

12 

l~ 

14 

15 

16 

11 

lfl 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(D)· None other than letters or documents contained in 

the District Attorney's file. 

Dated: December 18, 1984 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

, " 

--
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(VERIFICATIOJ"-446, 2015.~ (. C P.l 

1 STAT!:. OF CALIFORNIA. COUNTY OF 

2 Plaintiff I am thr _____________________________________ _ 

3 

4 in the ohol'e entitled ocr ion or proceeding: I hol'e read the foregoing Plaintiff REDACTED 

5 Niemann's Responses to Interrogatories (Set One) 

6 and kno-..· the contents thereof; and I certify that tne same is true of my own knowledge, excepr a.< ro those numer.1 whic}, 

7 are therein stared upon my information or belief and as to thou matter.< 1 believe it 10 be true. 

8 

9 

10 I declare, under penalry of perjury undu the laws of rhe State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

11 Execurt•d on-----'(_f_·_ZO __ •_B=-1-___ _ at<---"C=A~f\.t---"'-A---'-'-'12.-=-..:...1 ..::..U...:......:O_-t-------. California 
(\ _ · l 1-!lifluJ {date) 

12 REDACTED 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL (1013a, 20155 C. C. P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 

I am a resident o( rhe counrr aforesaid; I am over rhe age of eighleen years and not a party to the within entitled 
acticm: nn· bzuine55 ·addresJ i,: · · 

REDACTED 

12/20/84 documents . On __ _:____:~-------, 19---.. I served.the withir<---------t----------

onthe~--~i~n~t~e~r~e~s~t~e~d~p~a~r_t~i_e~s--~------------------------------------­
in said action. br placing a lrut' copy thereof e11closed in a sealed mvelope with postage thereon full)' prepaid. in the 

United States mail at Camarillo, California 
addressed as follo~<·s: 

RCALA 008289 

22 Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED 

BY PERSONAL SERVICE: (12/21/84) 
REDACTED 

23 

24 

25 6487 

26 

27 I declare. under penalty of perjury ..:fer the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

28 Executed on __ 1::....::.2:..!./~2::....::.0.!./~8::....::.4.,.---_____ ____ot ___ C_a_m_a_r_i_1_l_o_~---:----------· California 
(dale, {placei 

REDACTED REDACTED 
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1 REDACTED 

'2 

3 

4 

5 Attorneys for Plaintiffs REDACTED 

SUPERIOR COURT OF' THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

6 

7 

8 

9 COUNTY OF VENTURA 

10 

ll REDACTED ) Case No. 82750 

12 
) 
) 
) 

1~· ) 
) 

REDACTED ~4 ) PLAINTIFF 
) REDACTED RESPONSES TO 

15 ) INTERROGATORIES (SET ONE) 
) BY AND THROUGH HIS 

16 ) GUARDIAN AD LITEM 
) REDACTED l'f ) 

18· 
Plaintiffs, ) 

) 
vs. ) 

19 ) 
ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF ) 

20' LOS ANGELES, a California ) 
Corporation; ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ) 

21 ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE ) 
CORPORATION, a-California ) 

22 Corporation; PATRICK ROEMER; ) 
FATHER COLM O'RYAN; ST. PASCHAL ) 

23 BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH; an ) 
unincorporated association; and ) 

24 DOES 1 through 50, inclusive, ) 

25 
) 

Defendants. ) 
) 

26 I 
27 I 
28 
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1 Interrogatory 11 

(A) Father REDACTED at the Santa Barbara parish at which Father 

3 ROEMER was employed from 1970 until 1978; Unknown 

4 psychologist/counselor employed by the Catholic church, others 

5 unknown at this time; discovery is continuing. 

6 

'1 

a 
9 

:J'-0 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

(E) 

(F) 

Father REDACTED-197 0-197 8 i dates of counselors unknown 

District Attorney's investigation 

Unknown 

District Attorney'B file 

District Attorney's file 

ll Interrogatory !2 

l2 

l3 

14 

15 

(A) REDACTED and REDACTED told Father O'RYAN 

on December 27, 1980 at SAINT PASCHAL's of Father ROEMER's 
REDACTED 

molestation ofF )in May of 1980. 

(B) 
REDACTED :::0 

Father REDACTED 

I6 Inter rogatory !3 

l' 

18 

19 

20 

21 

(A) 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

(E) 

Father ROEMER 

Between June 16 and June 

Father ROEMER, REDACTED 

Documents in the District 

Documents in the District 

26, 1980 

Attorney's file 

Attorney's file 

22 Interrogatory i4 

23 

24 

.25 

26 

27 

28 

(A) 
REDACTED 

From the first day of the sports camp, my son was 

extremely frightened by Father ROEMER. He begged us to let him 

quit after the first day because Father ROEMER had been bothering 

him over a time period from October 9, 1978 until the beginning 

of the sports camp in June of 1980. 

I had always been present, so I made sure that nothing 
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1 really terrible happened. REDACTED • Never the less, was always afraid 

2 of Father ROEMER, and whenever he encountered him (at football 

3 games) REDAcTED rushed over to mE~ and said, "Don't leave, that 'gay' 

4 priest is after us all·" WhE~n my husband and I discussed the 

5 fact thatREDACTED was harassed and frightened by Father ROEMER, and 

6 wanted to quit the sports camp, we decided that since the $60.00 

'1 non-refundable fee had been paid in advance, we would haveREDACTED 

8 attend anyway, but due to the problem with Father ROEMER, I would 

9 not work, and would be there, at least when the camp over for the 

lO day. We thought that REDAcTED would be safe during the actual 

ll sportipg events. But, Father ROEMER did not let anything stop 

12 him. REDACTED • , 
He came after on the field, grabb1ng him, and holding 

13 him, and telling him, "You can't get away ••• you have such a nice 

14 body ••• ! want you to come to my room and see some pictures." 

15 (B) Plaintiff was afraid that Father ROEMER would come and 

16 get him, I could not work for over a year due to the fact that 

l'f REDACTED! insisted that I not leave· him, REDACTED insisted that he not be 

1~ on the second floor of the house alone; his problems were 

19 unbelievable. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(C) General damages $350,000.00. 

(D) None 

(E) None 

Interrogatory iS 
REDACTED 

(A) We do not know whether will need future medical 

care as a result of this molestation. 

(B) None 

(C) None 

(D) Family 
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1 

'2 

(E) None 

(F) None 

3 Interrogatory 16 

4 (A) I was a witness to Father ROEMER's actions with young 

5 boys from October 1978 until June 1980 on various occasions. My 

6 husband, my sonREDACTED and I all agreed that what Father ROEMER 

'1 tried to pass off as affection was way beyond the norm. He would 

8 approach young boys, hug them to him, and rub and fondle them, 

9 all the time while the boys would struggle to get free. He went 

lO from one boy to another. It gave you a weird feeling to watch 

11 this going on. It served to frighten our child REDACTE~ and you 

12 could see the other boys get out of Father ROEMER's way when he 

l3 happened upon the scene. Tht~ boys would go over and stand next 

14 to their parents on the sidelines at football games. At the 

l5 sports camp, I watched Father ROEMER literally hold captive boy 

16 after boy. The children where clearly either fearful or annoyed, 

l'f or both. 

18 

19 

(B) None 

(C) None 

20 Interrogatory !7 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(A) None 

(B) General damages $350,000.00 

(C) His family 

(D) None, other than those in the District Attorney's file 

(E) None, other than those in the District Attorney's file 

Interrogatory !B 

(A} REDAcTED spent the year 1980 from June on being so fearful 

that he could not be left alone. This is a boy of age 12--most 
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1 12 year old boys are able to be left for periods of time. REDACTED 

2 would not go to the second floor of our house alone. He would 

3 play outside with neighbor childten because he was afraid "that 

4 priest will come and get me". REDACTED~as wakeful in the night, had 

5 nightmares and openly was mistrustful of men with whom he came in 

6 contact. 

? After Father ROEMER's arrest and when we came forth, REDACTED 

8 was extremely frightened that Father ROEMER would come and "beat 

9 me up". He thought Father ROEMER knew where he lived because of 

10 the sports camp application. REDACTEDwas afraid to testify because 

ll "maybe he' 11 jump up there in court and get me". REDACTEDstayed 

12 frightened until age 14 or so when he got a lot larger. He would 

13 say "I'll be able to beat up Father ROEMER now, I am bigger than 

14 he is". He told us, however, "I'll never trust a male teacher, a 

15 coach or a scout master. They could be like Father PAT". 

16 He has stated "I'll never let my guard down ••• ! don't trust 

11 men very much ••• ! need to be strong to be able to fight a man if 

lS' he is a fag like Father PAT". 

lg (C) General damages $350,000.00 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24' 

25 

26 

27. 

28 

(D) Immediate family 

(E) District Attorney's file 

(F) District Attorney's file 

Interrogatory flO 

(A) I believe a priest should hold himself up as an 

example. SAINT PASCHAL's and Father O'RYAN should have provided 

for the safety of children at the sports camp. No adults should 

betray the innocence of a child. 

(B) REDACTED is emotionally damaged by Father ROEMER's actions. 
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1 (C) The church authorities at SAINT PASCHAL's should not 

2 have let Father ROEMER work around young children. 

3 

4 

5 

(D) Immediate family 

(E) District Attorney's file 

(F) District Attorney's file 

6 Interrogatory ill 

? (A) A priest is first an authority figure and second a 

8 clergymen. Father ROEMER betrayed the innocence of young 

9 children. This is inexcusable. 

10 (B) None 

ll (C) REDACTE~ mother lost $20,000.00 in wages by not being 

12 able to work for a year because REDACTED could not be left alone. 

~3 General damages $350,00.00 

~4 

15 

(D) District Attorney's file 

(E) District Attorney's file 

lo Interrogatory 112 

(A) REDAcTED mistrusts adult men; he is hesitant to form any 

l~ relationship with men. He won't speak about the incident with 

19 his friends. He is ashamed of what happened and blames himself 

20 to some extent. 

21 (B) This answer is the same as those above dealing with 

22 REDACTED . . emot1onal d1stress. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(C) Immediate family 

(D) District Attorney's file 

(E) District Attorney's file 

Interrogatory 113 

(A) Father ROEMER's actions were so blatant that someone 

from the church must have known. Father REDAcTED in Santa Barbara 
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1 knew, as did counselors. 

'2 

3 

(B) Exact details of notification are unknown at this time. 

4 (C) Father REDAcTED otherwise unknown. 

5 (D) Unknown 

6 (E) District Attorney's file 

'1 (F) District Attorney's: file 

8 Interrogatory U4 

9 (A) If Father ROEMER had been stopped, REDACTED would not have 

10 suffered as he had. Bis suffering is outlined above. 

ll (B) Immediate family 

12 (C) None 

13 (D) $20,000.00 lost wages, $350,000.00 general damages 

14 (E) District Attorney's file 

15 (F) District Attorney's file 

16 Interrogatory #15 

1 "f (A) Please see statements above regarding REDACTED emotional 

1a· distress. 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

$20,000.00 lost wages, $350,000.00 general damages 

Immediate family 

District Attorney's file 

l9. 

20 

2l:-

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

Dated: December 20, 1984 REDACTED 

REDACTED 

28 
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(VERIFJC A TION-446, 2015.5 C C. P.) 

1 ST A Tl: Of CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 

2 Iamrh£· one of the Plaintiffs 

3 

4 Answers to Interrogatories 
in the a/Jove enritlc·d acrion or proceeding; I have read lhe foregoing-------------------

5 Propounded to PlaintiffREDACTED by and through his Guardian 

an Lirem REDACTED (Set One) 
6 ana know The co~tem.< mereo;; ana 1 cerry_r tHat th•• .!ilme i< trur of my own knowledge, except as to those mailers -..·hicf. 

7 are therein stated upon my informarion or belief. and as to those mailers I believe it to he true. 

8 

9 

10 I declare, under penalt_r of perjury unda the laws of the Stale of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

11 f. Exetuted on Nov 3 !J , 1 9 8 4 
-- (date) 

_ ai---~T""h'-='o""u,._,s,.,a~n..,d"'--""O""a""k=s ________ California 
(place) 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

" REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Type or Prim Name 

PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL (1013a, 2015.5 C. C. P.) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 

I am a resident of the counrr aforesaid; I am over the age of eighteen years and nor a parry to the within enrirld 
a,·Jion: my bu,1ncs5 ·addrc·s.<- i.e ~ ~ 

REDACTED 

On ___ l_2_1_2_0_/_S_4 ______ 19-- 1 served.the withifl--__ d_o_c_um_e_n_t_s ____ -t-----

interested parties 
on the·---------~---~-------~-~--~--~--~~--~-~ 
in said action. by placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope with postage thereon fully prepaid. in the 

United Stare.r mail ar ___ C_a_m_a_r_i_l_l_o__:.,_C_A _______________________ _ 
addressed as follows: 

RCALA 008297 

22 
PATRICK ROEMER 

REDACTED 

BY PERSONAL DELIVERY TO: (12/21/8 ) 

REDACTED 
23 

24 

25 6473 

26 

27 I declare. under penalty of perjur_l' under the Ia•: of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

28 12/20/84 Camarillo, Executed on _______________ _at __________________ . Cal((omia 

REDACTED "'-·-· REDACTED 

CCI 003136 



1 

'2 

3 

4 

REDACTED 

5 Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
b-rc 21 ·1ss4 

REDACTED 
6 

? 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

l5 

l6 

rt 
lS 
1:9. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

cqUNTY OF VENTURA 

REDACTED 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 
LOS ANGELES, a California 
Corporation; ARCHCIOCESE OF LOS 
ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 
CORPORATION, a California 
co·rporation; PATRICK ROEMER; 
FATHER COLM O'RYAN; ST. PASCHAL 
BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH; an 
unincorporated association; and 
DOES 1 through SO, inclusive, 

Defendant. 

) Case No. 82750 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) PLAINTIFF R§.~~ETED 
) REDACTED ~ESPONSES TO 
) INTERROGATORIES (SET ONE) 
) BY AND THROUGH HIS 
) GUARDIAN. AD LITEM 
) REDACTED 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

~---------------------------> I 

I 
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1 Interrogatory tl 

·2 (A) FatherREDACTED at the Santa Barbara Parish, persons at 

3 Saint John's Seminary in Camarillo; discovery is continuing at 

4 this time. 

5 

6 

'1 

(B) 

(C) 

(D) 

Dates unknown 

From the District Attorney's investigation 

Father REDACTED unknown at this time; discovery is 

8 continuing 

9 (E) District Attorney's file 

10 (F) District Attorney's file 

li Interrogatory 12 

l2 (A) I, REDACTED telephoned Father O'RYAN at SAINT 

l3 PASCHAL's parish and requested an appointment to see him. I 

14 advised him over the telephone that this concerned the molesting 

15 of my son by Father ROEMER. REDACTED and I went that day, December 

16 27, 1980, to Father O'RYAN 1 s office at SAINT PASHCAL's and we 

l' spoke for a considerable length of time, approximately one hour. 

lS I explained to Father 0 1 RYAN the circumstances of REDAcTED having 

l9. finally admitted what Father ROEMER had done to him, and Father 

~0' 0 1 RYAN questioned REDACTED tO great lengthS. REDACTED WaS Very 

21 

~2 

"23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

embarrassed and uncomfortable, but answered all questions put to 

him. It was not a pleasant ordeal for him, but I felt that it 

was necessary for Father O'RYA~ to have the opportunity to talk 

toREDACTED since his first hand testimony was shattering and 

should have had an effect on Father O'RYAN. 

Two of the statements that I particularly remember Father 

O'RYAN making at the time helped to ease my mind that the 

situation would be remedied, and a third statement assured me 
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l 

'2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'1 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

:15 

14 
15 

16 

l' 
lS 

l.9 

.20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

that my church would assume responsibility for seeing that REDACTED 

got the help he needed so badly. The first statement was that 

REDACTED should realize that just as ·there were bad people in other 

jobs so there are bad men in the priesthood, but not many. 

Father O'RYAN stated further the it would be like finding a 

sliver in your finger. If you dig it out, the wound would heal, 

but if you ignored it, it would just get worse. Father O'RYAN 

stated that he would •take care of the problem" referring to 

Father ROEMER. 

When advised of the radical personality changes REDACTEDhad 

undergone since the retreat, REDACTED obvious need for help was 

discussed. Father O'RYAN stated that he would help us to obtain 

psychological counseling. Be said that there were two avenues 

that he wanted to check out and that he would give us a call as 

soon as possible with an answer. The two avenues which he 

mentioned were a private therapist who was a member of the parish 

at SAINT PASCHAL's, and Catholic Social Services. Father O'RYAN 

never called us back and when I finally did get in touch with 

him, he was very brief and not nearly as open with me. Father 

O'RYAN informed me that his hands were tied and he would not be 

able to help us. 

(B) Father REDACTED and myself. 

Interrogatory· 13 

(A) Father ROEMER, other persons unknown at this time 

(B) Mother's day, 1980 

(C) REDACTED was the victim, Father ROEMER was the 

perpetrator;REDACTED family is aware of the incident; persons 

from the District Attorney's Office in Ventura County .are aware 
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l of the incident through investigation. 

(D) None other than papers in the District Attorney's file. 

(E) None other than papers in the District Attorney's file. 

4 Interrogatory 14 

5 (A) REDACTED has no close friends. He has never been invited 

6 to another boy's home to spend the night. He does not get 

7 

8 

invited to the birthday parties of his school mates. He refuses 

to go to church, and only occasionally attends when pressured 

9 into it. His self esteem is so low that it would be difficult to 

l o 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

lT 

18· 

19' 

2(} 

21 

22 

23 

-24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

believe that he is classified by the school district as "gifted" 

and is on the varsity city basketball team. He does not see 

himself as bright or talented. His therapy has only been 

moderately successful. He feels that the therapists have been 

more interested in the money they get from talking to him than 

from helping him. This cynical attitude is typical of his 

personality today, as it has changed since the molestation. 

REDACTED l . t h d f h 1 t · persona 1 y c ange a ter t e mo esta 1on. He was once a 

happy, lighthearted child and became a destructive, defiant and 

antisocial person. 

(B) REDACTED has buried his ability to make friends. He has 

lost the friendship of his father. He has frequent nightmares, 

and talks in his sleep. When his mother goes in to calm him and 

wake him, he is troubled and confused. He says that he does not 

remember the dreams the next morning, but these episodes are 

always followed by days of depression and anger. 

After the names of the victim's families were printed in the 

newspaper, REDACTED was afraid to leave the house. He wanted to 

stay away from the basketball game he had the next day. I 
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1 

'2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lO 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

lS 

19 

20' 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

insisted that he go, and was probably wrong in doing so, as the 

boys on his team questioned him and stared at him. REDACTED~ is 

extremely moody now, and very cynical. When he discusses kissing 

or loving on television he scorns or ridicules it or laughs at 

it. He has lost the desire and even willingness to go to church 

unless forced. He is very frightened of starting Jr. high school 

next year and is afraid of older boys. 

One brief example can explain what his opinion of himself is 

like. Although he is one of the top five basketball players in 

his age group in the city, REDACTED was amazed when one of the 

younger boys asked him to meet him at the park to practice 

shooting hoops before the tryouts this month. This is a boy 

REDACTED has known for five years who is nearly a year younger than 

REDACTED and a grade behind him. Yet, REDACTED felt be was being 

honored to be asked. REDACTEDnever expects anything good from 

anyone anymore. I doubt that any man could get close enough to 

hurt him again, or be nice to him, either. REDACTED bas a shield 

around him that is very hard to penetrate. The fact that he was 

even able to go to the park to meet his friend is progress. Much 

of that progress we owe toREDACTED his basketball coach last 

year. I explained the molestation to Mr. REDACTED before the first 

practice began. Mr. REDACTED never tried to get chummy witbREDACTED 

and never did I see him touch REDACTED or pat him on the back. But 

be always stood there and smiled, and toldREDACTED he was proud of 

him. He straightened out the fights that REDACTED always seemed to 

slip into without shouting or casting blame. He made HEDAcTEDfeel 

a little more normal. He helpREDACTEDwant to be liked, and that 

is definitely progress, but such a drop in the bucket compared to 
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1 what he still lacks. 

".2 REDACTED has had to go through questioning after questioning. 

3 First I questioned him, then his dad did. Then the police carne. 

4 Then Father O'RYAN questioned. Then the story hit the newspapers 

5 and the District Attorney questioned him. There have been 

6 pretrial hearings, visits to the couLt, therapists asking 

? questions, a seemingly endless procedure. REDACTEDwants to forget 

8 the molestation, but states that it is constantly with him. 

9 (C) All receipts have been turned over to the probation 

10 department. 

ll (D) None other than documents in the District Attorney's 

12 file. 

13 Interrogatory iS 

14 (A) REDACTEDis still suffering mentally from the molestation. 

15 {B) All receipts have been turned over the the probation 

16 department 

1' {C) REDACTED 
18 REDACTED 

19 REDACTED 

. present address is unknown, formerly 

REDACTED 
~EDACTED 

REDACTED 

20 Approximately eight months to one year in 1982 REDACTED was treated 

21 by REDACTED After that, REDACTED was treated by REDACTED 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

from May 10, 1983 for approximately one year. 

(D) The health care providers identified in (C) above 

(E) None other than those in the District Attorney's file. 

(F) None other than those in the District Attorney's file. 

Int~t: t:Q9ittQI~ 16 

(A) Father ROEMER was acting to satisfy his own sexual 

needs and was unconcerned with the effect it would have on REDACTED 
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1 (B) None other than those in the District Attorney's file. 

~ (C) None other than those in the District Attorney's file. 

3 Interrogatory 17 

4 (A) 

5 REDACTED 

REDACTED . present address unknown, formerly of 

6 REDACTED ~ED ACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

'I (B) Approximately eight months to one year in 1982REDACTED 

8 was treated by REDACTED After that, REDACTEDwas treated by 

9 REDACTED from May 10, 1983 for approximately one year. 

10 (C) This information was turned over to the Ventura County 

ll Probation department and I do not have the receipts. REDACTED 

12 REDACTED have evaluated REDACTED; mental state. 

13 REDACTED family and teachers at Banion Elementary school in 

14. Newbury Park are aware of his behavior changes. REDACTED third 

15 grade teacher was REDACTED , his second grade teacher was Mrs. 

16 REDACTED and Mrs.REDACTED taught ·-REDAcTED: first grade. 

l' (D) Report cards, any reports that the school might have. 

18· District Attorney's documents. 

· l?. (E) None 

20 Interrogatory 18 

21 (A) I have already outlined the personality change REDACTED 

22 has suffered. He has become cynical, was afraid that he had done 

23 something terrible and did not know if he could be forgiven for 

24 having been the victim of Father ROEMER's molestation. REDACTED 

25 thought that he was going to Hell. For many years, the incident 

26 

27 

28 

was withREDACTED everyday and he said that when he closed his eyes, 

it was always there. 

(B) Receipts were turned over the the probation department 

6457 
-7-

RCALA 008304 

CCI 003143 



1 (C) Mrs • REDACTED Mrs. REDACTE~ Mrs • REDACTED, REDACTED family 
1 

'2 REDACTED treating counselors. 

3 Interrogatory 19 

4 (A) The conduct of the ARCHDIOCESE in retaining Father 

5 ROEMER after several people were informed of his pedophilia was 

6 malicious.· Father ROEMER's acts, preformed while REDACTEDwas 

? sharing prayers with this priest, was more malicious. 

8 - (B) Father ROEMER, others unknown at this time. Discovery 

9 is continuing. 

10· (C) $350,000.00 general damages, less than $5,000.00 

ll 

12 

l3 
14 

15 

l:6 

lT 

lS 

19' 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

special damages 
REDACTED 

(D) Father ROEMER; Father was aware of Father ROEMER's 

pedophilia; others unknown at this time. Discovery is 

continuing. 

(E) None other than the documents in the District Attorney's 

file. 

(F) None other than the documents in the District 

Attorney's file. 

Interrogatory tlO 

(A) Objection. Calls for a legal conclusion. In the spirit 

of cooperation of discovery this answer is offered: 

Defendants had a special relationship with REDACTED and had a 

duty to provide for his safety. 

(B) Father ROEMER molested REDACTED as REDACTED was saying his 

good night prayers. (Discovery is continuing at this time). 

(C) To date, it is known that Father ROEMER breached this 

duty of care on May 10, 1980 when he molested ~E8ASTE8 

(D) Father ROEMER, REDACTED family all have knowledge 
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1 of the molestation. Church officials knew of Father ROEMER's 

~ pedophilia prior to the molestation, but at this time their names 

3 are not known. 

4 

5 

(E) None other than those in the District Attorney's file. 

(F) None other than those in the District Attorney's file. 

6 Interrogatory Ill 

'1 (A) Please see answers above which deal with REDACTED mental 

8 and emotional suffering. The incidents which evidence REDACTED 

9 suffering are too numerous to recount. 

lO 

ll 

l2 

(B) REDACTED data above; REDACTED , date above 

(C) Receipts turned over to District Attorney's Office. 

(D) Report cards, any school reports, reports of 

13 counselors, District Attorney's file, 

14 (E) None 

15 Interrogatory 112 

l6 (A) Again, see above answers dealing with REDACTED emotional 

~' suffering. 

lS (B) As stated above, REDACTED is cynical, distrustful and 

l9. troubled. 

20 (C) Mrs. REDACTED Mrs. REDACTED and Mrs. REDACTED the teachers 

21 identified above,REDACTED family. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(D) School reports and report cards, documents in the 

District Attorney's file. 

(E) None 

Interrogatory 113 

(A) Anyone who observed Father ROEMER's actions with 

children for any period of time should have been aware that he 

was pedophile. He paid an inordinate attention to the young 
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l boys, and openly stroked and petted them. The church should have 

~ been aware of this. 

3 (B) Father ROEMER admitted his pedophilia to FatherREDACTED in 

4 Santa Barbara, as well as counselors, this information should 

5 have been handed over to the Heirarchy. Discovery is continuing 

6 at this time. 

(C) FatheJREDACTED he counselors whose names are unknown, 

8 discovery is continuing at this time 

9 {D) Unknown. Discovery is continuing at this time. 

lO (E) Unknown, other than the District Attorney's file. 

ll (G) Unknown. 

12 Intertogatory il4 

13 (A) Living with him makes it obvious. See answers above, 

~4 particularly 4{A) and 4(B). 

15 (B) REDACTED family and teachers. 

16 (C) REDACTED and Dr. REDACTED, data above. 

l' (D) Receipts have been turned over to the probation 

18· department. 

19 (E) School records, District Attorney's file 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(F) None at this time. 

Interrogatory 115 

(A) Please see answer to 4(A) and 4(B) above 

(B) $350,000.00 general damages, less than $5,000.00 

special damages; 
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RCALA 008308 

1 (C) REDACTED family, his teachers, as outlined above. 

"2 (D) School records, documents in the District Attorney's 

3 file. 

4 
REDACTED 

Dated: December 18, 1984 

5 REDACTED 

6 

'1 

8 

9 

J.O 

ll 

12 

1.3 

14 

15 

16 

1'1 

18· 

19 

-20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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3 

4 in the ohow enritlcd ocrion 01 procrrdlllf.." I ho•·e rt'od the.fortpling Plaintiff REDACTED 

5 Responses to Interrogatories (Set One) 

6 and 1-no>< the conrem.< /hereof" and I certif.r thor the same i< true of my o»n knowlcd~:c. o.cept a< 10 those nuwer.1 which 

7 orr thnein .Hatrd upon my information or belief, and a.< to thou matterj I bclic>r it to be true. 

8 

9 

10 I declare·. under penolr.1· of perjury under the lows of the Slate of California that the foregoing is true and correct. 

11 

12 

13 
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22 BY PERSONAL SERVICE TO: 12/21/ 4 
Patrick Roemer 

23 REDACTED REDACTED 
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24 
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.2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'1 

8 

9 

10 

~"1 

12 

~3 

14 

15 

16 

11 

16 

~g 

20 

21 

22 

23· 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

REDACTED 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

bEe 21 "1984 
REDACTED 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF VENTURA 

REDACTED 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF 
LOS ANGELES, a California 
Corporation; ARCHCIOCESE OF LOS 
ANGELES, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 
CORPORATION, a California 
Corporation; PATRICK ROEMER; 
FATHER COLM O'RYAN; ST. PASCHAL 
BAYLON CATHOLIC CHURCH; an 
unincorporated association; and 
DOES 1 through 50, inclusive, 

Defendant. 

) Case No. 82750 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) PLAINTIFF REDACTED 

) REDACTED RESPONSES TO 
) INTERROGATORIES (SET ONE) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
} 
} 
) _____________________________ ) 

I 

I 
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1 

'2 

Interrogatory tl 

(A) REDACTED Santa Barbara, others unknown to me at 

3 this time. Discovery is continuing. 

4 {B) I know that Father ROEMER was consulting a 

5 counselor/psychologist from the church in 1980. Other than that, 

6 dates are unknown. 

'7 (C) District Attorney's file 

8 (D) Father ROEMER, Father REDACTED first hand knowledge; 

9 psychologist/counselor, first hand knowledge 

10 (E) Documents in the District Attorney's file 

ll (F) Documents in the District Attorney's file 

12 Interrogatory 12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1' 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(A) I 1 REDACTED 1 telephoned Father REDACTED at SAINT 

PASCHAL's parish and requested an appointment to see him. I 

advised him over the telephone that this concerned the molesting 

of my son by Father ROEMER. REDACTEDand I went that day, December 

27, 1980, to Father O'RYAN's office at SAINT PASHCAL's and we 

spoke for a considerable length of time, approximately one hour. 

I explained to Father O'RYAN the circumstances of REDACTED having 

finally admitted what Father ROEMER had done to him, and Father 

0 1 RYAN questioned REDACTED tO great lengthS. REDACTED WaS Very 

embarrassed and uncomfortable, but answered all questions put to 

him. It was an unpleasant ordeal for him, but I felt that it was 

necessary for Father O'RYAN to have the opportunity to talk to 

REDA<;:TED. since his first band testimony was shattering and should 

have had an effect on Father O'RYAN. 

Two of the statements that I particularly remember Father 

O'RYAN making at the time helped to ease my mind that the 
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1 situation would be remedied, and a third statement assured me 

'2 that my church would assume responsibility for seeing that REDACTED 

3 got the help he needed so badly. The first statement was that 

4 REDAcTED should realize that just as there were bad people in other 

5 jobs so there are bad men in the priesthood, but not many. 

6 Father O'RYAN stated further the it would be like finding a 

? sliver in your finger. If you dig it out, the wound would heal, 

8 but if you ignored it, it would just get worse. Father O'RYAN 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

stated that he would "take care of the problem" referring to 

Father ROEMER. 

When advised of the radical personality changes REDACTED had 
REDACTED . 

undergone since the retreat, obvJ.ous need for help was 

l~ discussed. Father O'RYAN stated that he would help us to obtain 

14 psychological counseling. He said that there were two avenues 

15 that he wanted to check out and that he would give us a call as 

16 soon as possible with an answer. The two avenues which he 

l' mentioned were a private therapist who was a member of the parish 

~6 at SAINT PASCHAL's, and the Catholic Social Services. Father 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

O'RYAN never called us back and when I finally did get in touch 

with him, he was very brief and not nearly as open with me. 

Father O'RYAN informed me that he would not be able to help us in 

obtaining therapy. 

(B) FatherREDACTED and I all have first hand 

knowledge of this notice. REDACTED , REDACTED 
REDACTED 

25 REDACTED telephone REDACTED spoke with Father 

26 

27 

28 

O'RYAN a few months after I spoke with him, and Father O'RYAN 

admitted that he should have done something, but that his hands 

had been tied. 
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1 

'2 

3 

4 

Interrogatory 13 

(A) REDAC2TED 

telephone REDACTED 

with Father ROEMER. 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

, was organizing the retreat weekend along 

She passed out the fliers to the other CCD 

5 teachers, of which I was one, and collected the money for the 

6 weekend. She was instrumental in the arrangement, planning, 

1 operations of the event. 

8 (B) The spring of 1980 

9 (C) REDACTED REDACTED 

lO REDACTED telephone REDACTED was a member of the parish at 

ll SAINT PASCHAL's, and took care of my younger son during the 

12 retreat weekend. She was aware of the flier, and knew of the 

13 people organizing the retreat. She was also a ceo teacher there 

14 at the same time. 

15 (D) The flier mentioned in 2(A), and a follow-up letter 

16 giving those on the retreat the names and addresses of other 

l' participants are the only two documents put out by the church of 

lS which I am aware. I have been unable to obtain copies of either 

19 documents, but it is possible that they are still held within the 

20 files of SAINT PASCHAL's. It is also possible that Mrs.REDACTED 

.21 REDACTED named in 2 (A} above, would have a copy. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

(E) Unknown 

Interrogatory i4 

(A) My inability to continue my close relationship with my 

church is verifiable through my friends as well as church 

donation records. Witnessing my son completely change from a 

sweet young child to a cynical, and untrusting child has been 

devastating. I have lost many friendships, and my daily 
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1 activities have been necessarily rescheduled around therapy 

'2 appointments and meeting REDACTED emotional needs. 

3 (B) The first sign of my emotional distress has been in 

4 dealing with REDACTED His radical personality change seemed likely 

6 to drive the family apart before we finally admitted what 

6 happened. I still continue, at times, to feel unreasonable guilt 

? over whether or not there was something that I could have done 

8 that might have prevented the tragedy. All the old 11 Don't talk 

9 to strangers" speeches seem so futile now. REDACTED is not the same 

10 person he was before the molestation. He has never again been 

11 carefree or young. His cynical attitude alienates those who love 

12 him. His self-destructive behavior has diminished, as has most 

1~ of his physical lashing out at others, but this is control, not 

14 relief. R~D~~!~0 cries easily and inappropriately. He shows a mean 

15 

l6 

1'1 

16· 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

.23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

streak towards other boys, and has a barrier between himself and 

those men with whom he must deal. In some ways he is no longer a 

child. In other ways, he is far too much a child for someone now 

in the sixth grade. I deal with this daily. Somedays I think 

that he might be starting to do better. A teacher will tell me 

that he seems to be relating better with his peers; and then a 

parent will call me and complain about a needless, unkindness or 

fight, and I know that it is not over yet • 

Another area of extreme distress is in the change in 

attitude between REDACTED and his father. It is almost as though 

they have no relationship at all. REDACTED no longer tries to 

please his father. His father reacts with anger and impatience. 

They never touch. They rarely speak to one another, unless in 

anger. REDACTED father has been rejected by REDACTED, and his father 
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11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

1'1 

18 

19 

20 

21 

.22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

hurt is manifested in an attitude that tells REDACTED that he will 

not ever again try to break through the wall REDACTED has built up 

around himself. It is easy for a mother to see when one of three 

sons gets the brunt of the punishments, the sharpest lash of 

temper. 'REDACTED father really tried at first to get close to 

REDACTED again after we found out the molestation. REDACTED could not 

handle the closeness, and now REDACTED father has stopped trying. 

This has been a major factor in the deterioration of the 

relationship. We are all still together, but the fun is gone. 

REDACTED attitude even affects his brothers. They are each 

about four years apart, being three, seven and almost eleven. 

The two young ones get along very well. I can take ~REDAcTED alone 

anywhere, or the two young ones together anywhere, and all is 

well. Put ~REDACTED in the group with his brothers, and the fights 

start. Be teases. Be punches. Be keeps then at a distance, and 

alienates them; then he cries because they don't like them. I 

deal with this daily. As it is impossible to know how to deal 

with the situation. My health is not good anymore. Life is not 

fun at our house anymore. I can't reach him. 

I have lost my feelings of spiritual security within my 

church. We changed parishes. Even at SAINT JULIE's, it is an 

effort to make myself go. I no longer sing with the church 

choir. I don't teach CCD classes. When I go to mass, it is no 

longer for myself. I go because the children should be there. I 

don't feel that I am part of that community anymore. The priest 

did not do that. The priest was a person, and all of us do 

wrong, although his crime was more than just wrong. It is still 

inconceivable to me. And yet, I felt that the church could have 

6443 

RCALA 008315 

CCI 003154 



1 helped us. They could have, and decided not to do so. A letter 

2 that I wrote to Cardinal Manning literally took the heart out of 

3 me, trying to explain what had happened and what was happening. 

4 I asked for help and support. We were expecting our third son at 

5 the time, and I stated that REDACTED needed help and we were 

6 financially unable to provide. I received back a formal note 

? from one of the Cardinal's staff offering prayers for our family 

8 and $500.00 for partial help in paying the expenses of the birth 

9 of our new child. It was a crushing blow. I tried to write 

10 another letter, but I just could not do it. I wanted to send the 

ll check back and tell them to keep it, but at that point it would 

12 have meant food from the table, so we used the money. REDACTED will 

1~ never be the same. As my opinion of the Catholic church changed, 

14 and as it became more difficult and less productive to force 

l5 REDACTED to attend mass, my husband stopped going. He never goes 

16 anymore. He no longer talks of converting. He sees the church 

lT too clearly as a business entity. 

lS Our middle son is to make his first communion this year. 

l9 After his CCD teacher scolded me for not taking him to mass, I 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

have now gone three weeks in a row. The teacher said she could 

not do anything for him if we did not take him to church. I am 

trying to force myself to go each Sunday. It is a pressure that 

I would rather not feel, but maybe I can gain back some of what I 

have lost. 
' 

There is one other area of daily distress, and I do not 

expect it ever to lessen while I have young boys in my care. It 

is not possible to be constantly with them. It is not possible 

to really protect them. They must be allowed to play outside, to 
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1 attend school, to join sports. I cannot follow them everywhere; 

I I cannot really protect them. When they go out that door in the 

3 morning will they make it back safely? I arn fearful of teachers, 

4 coaches, scout leaders, a friend's husband-someone a child would 

5 trust-one of these hurt my sons, I wish I knew what the future 

6 holds. I wish I could forget. 

? (C) I have not sought counseling. General damages 

8 $50,000.00 

9 

10 

(D) None 

(E) None 

11 Interrogatory ts 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

(A) The obligation was breached by Father ROEMER's 

molestation. 
REDACTED • 

(B) and our farn1ly, Father ROEMER. 

(C) None other than the District Attorney's file. 

(D) None other than the District Attorney's file. 

1' Interrogatory 16 

Hf (A) I have incurred expenses in connection with providing 

1·~ for REDACTED: care; REDACTED , present address unknown, 

RCALA 008317 

20" formerly of the REDACTED REDACTED 

21 REDACTED REDACTED telephone 

22 REDACTED 

23 (B) Receipts have been turned over to the probation 

24 ·department 

25 (C) REDACTED family, his teachers at Banion Elementary 

26 School. 

(D) The letter I wrote to Cardinal Manning. 27 

28 (E) None other than those in the District Attorney's file. 
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1 Interrogatory 17 

~ (A) I paid for the retreat which we attended as per plans. 

3 (B) REDACTED address above, REDACTED 

4 above, have knowledge of the retreat 

5 (C) The fliers which SAINT PASCHAL's provided. 

6 Dated: 12. ·Z0·8+ 
'I 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

l.3 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

20. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

-9-

address 
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(VEk • .-KATIOt-:-446. 2015.~ C C r.) 

1 Sl ATr 01 CALIFORNIA. COUt-:n· OJ 

2 I am thc_--"P._...l .... a....,l..._· n...._.t~l..._· ........,~-------------------------------

3 

4 Plaintiff ~E:DACTED in the ahrll't mritled action or procl'rdmt.: I ha\'£' read thl' forc!(Oi!l[:------'----'-=--'--''-'=----=:..:..:..---------

5 
REDACTED Responses to Interrogatorie~ (Set One) 

6 and f..no11· thf· conrrnt.< thert'of arul I unif.r thor th£· same i< true of m.r mm knowledge. cJ.ccpl a.< ll1 tho.<c maucr.1 which 

? are therein stared upon my information tlf belief. and as 10 those mailers l bclievl' it to be true. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

I d1·clarc. under prnalt,r of perjury under the Jaws of the State of California thar the foregoing i5 true and correcr. 

Executed on 30 bJOY. 1904 
!date I 

XATHLEEN HARRELL 

T_l'fl<' or Print !l'amr 

ar-~C""-L.A...:Mc.:Jlt::AA:L!.:=...\._,L.L.=.:..:O=----------. California 
(place) 

REDACTED 

!'' rnr OF SERVICE BY MAIL (1013~. :?01!'.!' C. C. P.) 

Sl.ATE Ot(-\LllOR"l." .. C0\..'\:11 Ol 

I a11, a fl•.<id,·nr ,d '"' C(lll!il-'' aJoresaid: 1 am OI'N the ape of eigh1ecn )•ears and nor c parr.' U• th.· willwi cni/lii'c' 
r:ti11:. 1 ;; ,1-.;1,'"( · 1 ,;,.'a·,.!'5' i' 

i· REDACTED -:!,...., ! 

4' 

18 

19 

20 

21 i 

---·----------------

o, _ _,l~2-t/-.2!r"0V-t/~8~4~-----. 19--. l :~erved .rhc ~<'irhin.__~d~o~C:>-'~o~LliHm~e:Hn<±t=&J::S>----------"----

interested parties 
on lhc--:----------------------------------------
ir: .\aid aCiiM. fq placing "' lru< COJ') rhereof enc/05ed in a sealed em't'lope o.1'th postage thereon fully prepaid. in the 

lniied SIOICS mail Ol _ ___,c.......,a""m"'a ..... r .... iL,.,l,&...,J.l,.l,o~. _.,c ..... A..._..;;9 ... 3 ....... 0 .... l"'Ov-.-------------------­
addrc.ued a.< folio-..:~: 

RCALA 008319 

t 

22 
Patrick Roemer BY PERSONAL 'DELIVERY: (12/21/84) 

23 REDACTED 
REDACTED 

24 

25 

26 
6447 

REDACTED 

2? 1 declare. under penally of perjury Wtdn the /aw.s of rhr State of California that the foregoing i5 !rue and correct. 

28 Executed (ln ___ l..._,2,_./'--"'2'-"0'-'/~8__,4,__ _____ ...J;Jai ___ .,.:C"""'a"'m"'a~r""i""l=-±l'"'o"---:----------· Cal(fornia 
f dale, I nlace I 
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.:. ·.: .:. :-- ! -- .~.:. ·,: . 

·:. :::::•,:.:.·.- \'. --. - :..-~:>=-·.:::· 

Mr. Patrick Rcemer 
REDACTED 

In Pro Per 

(818) 888-1732 

R~Ct<;TVP.f ll E D 
MAR 2G 19BS 

MAR251985 
.::.:_:::::::::=:::::o:::. cc :_·:::.; c:=- ::.:..:..,::.-=-c:=.;;::::,:., ccL:;c·:· c::- VEN-TORA 
800 S. Victoria Avenue. ~D. DEAN. County did 
Ventura, California 93009 ~----n;:-•:;;-11!'&:-:;;•ty..,.C~Ie•rk.---• 

REDACTED 

The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles, et al 

G=:r~:::r . .C.L DENIAL . 
82750 

Pat::-:.ck Roemer 

2 De1e-;~ca'.~ c.sse:-1s r~'-= ~01:.:\·; ... ; 2J~·=--:-:c:Jve oe~er.ses (Se~ ~or.:--: ori:~i~' t~~e ~ac:s \::-s· :_:~.:-~~ eac~"t se;:·E'"c~e a~~!nT~c::·.:e 

oe:e:-1se :s=e ·~er. :;z;. A:<zc:- :::;:;t:t':Jna! pages d necessary): 

March ;1_.( , 1985 

PATRICK ROE!·~ER 
N0'71CES 10 DEFEt-.:Dt.NT 
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RCALA 008321 

2 S1.t..TE OF CALJFOR:<JA. COUr<TY OF-----------

3 /. thr ;.·naersi~ned, drclare: I am the-------------------------------

4 

5 tr. tM ct>ove-cr.llliec acuor.; J have read the joreroing ____________ _.... ___ _.:_ _______ _ 

7 and Kr;(lw the con1enrs thereof; one the some 1.< true of my o .. - ~no .. •ledge, excepr as ro the marter:. whtch ore rherr.-

8 sra1ec ~Jpon my injormo1ion and belief, one as to rhose moue~. l believe it to be true. 

9 1 c:e-r:~~; ror declorej under penalTy of perjury 1-!nder I he lo"'S o.' ;r,; Su;/e of California tho; 1he foreyomg ;.s I!'lJe one corre-::: 

10 

11 

12 rPROOF OF SERVICE BY M . .:.::..- JOJ3a, 2015.5 C.C.P.) 

13 ST.:.. I::: OF CALIFORl'lA, COUKTY OF __ V.;..;E=N-=T_,Uo.:.R.:ll:.:...------

!4 1 orr: c resident ojlemp/o_>ed in the aforesaid cour.ry, SIDle o_-' ::.C!ijornia; I am over the age of e-ighteen _~ears anc nc = 

15 parry 10 the within onion; my business address/residence odcrcz i..!: ___ 1=...=9:..!8::..!::.6__,S:::....:..-_;V:..J..:=·~c,_t~o~r'-':."": ,;:2..__ ____ _ 

l6 Avenue, Ventura, California 

17 On _ _.:..M....;a....;r;;:._::c..::h.:--.::2-=5:...;,,__ _______ 19__Q,2_,, I se~= rhe foregoing __ G ........ E,.N""E""'R.I..l..Ce'-'Iu..-J.D....,E .... t ... J...J.I..t:.A::....I..._ ___ _ 

18 C? DEFENDANT PATRICK ROEMER TO •'?-?-.ST l>.MENDED CQMPI.A!NT 
•~ fonn tM n•n nur "'. ~111' AOCLim<'n: Mrvcd) 

19 

20 on __ _;t~h~e~=i~n~Jt~e~r~e~swt~e~d~p~a~r~t~i~e-ws~--------~-------------------------------------------

21 in rhi! DCiion by piDcinf D true cop.v thereof, e.~c/osed ir. o .seaie:: envelope with pos1age rhereonju!/y prepaid. rn the Lir::i.!'.=' 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

i SIDle:! mail at _________ _;V:..e~n'-'t:::..U::'""r~a=------------------------ Col~fomia, addressed a! folic.-::· 

! Ms . REDACTED 
!REDACTED 
I 
; 

REDACTED 

1 ce:-.i:y (or declare), under penalty of perjury under the 12"'-s c: ;:,t S:.ate of Califomi«, that the foregoing i~ true and co:o:::::. 

!-~arch 25, 1985 

wc ... c=-:"Ts ~0f'4""' e,,~-;..., t.ra2 

·. WO_c=TTS. INC 19E~ 

t:~ ~~ 
PATRICK ROEMER 
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Pat :ioeur 
REDACTED 

Dear Pat: 

October 7, 1985 

I wish to acknowledge yaar letter of September 29~hl985, and although 
1 do not knov you pereonally I have heard of. your caee. 

It is ay unclaretanclina that you are on "inactive leave" status and 
that ia the etatus which I also wieh to continua. 

I wae glad to have the inforaation about your past eituatiou and your 
present and future plana. I share you hope that you aaybe able to 
enter into sa.. type of counselina work for the future. 

It is not appropriate at thi1 tiM to diacu11 the possibility of any 
future prieatly ministry linea you are still aD legal probation. and 
I underetand there are civil suits pending as well. Possibly once 
all of thoea matters are eattlecl, soma years from now, it may be 
opportune to look into sa.. of the bDDadar queetions which still 
remain. 

Aasurina you of ay prayer• and with every bast wiehe I aa 

Sincerely youra in Christ, 

Most ~~ Roger Mahony 
Arehbislaop of Loe Anaeles 

REDACTED 
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October 7, 1985 

Pat Roemer 
REDACTED 

Dear Pat: 

I wish to acknowledge yu•r letter of September 29Chl985, and although 
I do not know you personally I have heard of your case. 

It is my understanding that you are on "inactive leave" status and 
that is the status which I also wish to continue. 

I was glad to have the information about your past situation and your 
present and future plans. I share you hope that you maybe able to 
enter into some type of couneelina work for the future. 

It is not appropriate at this time to discuss the possibility of any 
future priestly ministry since you are still DD legal probation, and 
I understand there are civil suits pending as well. Possibly once 
all of those matters are settled, some years from now, it may be 
opportune to look into·some of the beeader questions which still 
remain. 

Assuring you of my prayers and with every beat wish• I am 

Sincerely yours in Chrise. 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbisbop of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 
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Pat Roemer 
REDACTED 

Dear Pat: 

November 6, 1985 

Aa the Archbishop mentioned to you in hia 
letter of October 7th a meeting with you at this time would not be 
appropriate. 

Once matters involvina your probation and 
other civil suits have been settled then we can look at your situation. 

Thank you for your underatandina. 

Sincetely. 

REDACTED 

'' ·. ~·· 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED REDACTED 

May 6, 1986 

REDACTED 

Attorneys At Law 

RECEIVED 
MAY 9 1986 

REDACTED 
1545 Wilshire Boulevard 
Suite 800 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

Re: REDACTED vs. Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles, 
et. al. 

Dear REDACTED 

I did not provide you with the letter from Father Roemer to Judge·­
REDAcTED dated March 25, 1981 because I do not have an original of -
that letter. I do, however,. have a transcription of that letter 
which I am enclosing. I would imagine that the original letter 
is in the Court's files. 

As you can see, in the letter he admits confiding in a member of 
the Catholic clergy about his sexual attractions to young boys 
while he was in Santa Barbara. Of course, this would have 
occurred previous to the time the children were molested. 

I have received extensive psychological evaluations on all of the 
children and am in the process of putting together a structured 
settlement demand for the children and a lump sum offer for REDAcTED 

REDACTED 
You should expect to receive that package by the end of June. 

Please call should you have any questions. 

RER.EDACTED ... 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED REDACTED 

-r -\DJAtMC) Pct.A-'A..:i:./L y'24--~. v 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Re: 

REDACTED 

REDACTED v. RCA, et al. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

\t c 

\ REDACTED 

~ ~" ~t ~" 
~\~{/REDACTED 

ventura County superior Court case No. 82750 

Dear REDACTED 

I am taking the liberty of replying to your letter of May 6, 1986 
addressed to REDACTED 

The facsimile copy of the Roemer letter (3/25/81) wilich was 
attached to your letter raises two very substantial and 
significant issues. (I am referring to the second paragraph 
wherein he says that he described his "problem" to a "priest­
confidante" in Santa Barbara.) 

RCALA 008332 

The first question raised is that of what is sometimes referred 
to as the "seal of the confessional." The priest hearing a 
penitent's confession cannot act on what he hears in the 
confessional outside the confessional under Canon Law. Thus 
there can be no-civil vicarious liability on the part of the RCA 
if the person is a priest such as in this case. ({) REDACTED 

\__,D(~< 
The second question raised is the clergyman-penitent privilege in\ 
Evidence Code sections 1030-1034. Section 1034 seems to comport 
with Canon Law. The priest referred to in the Roemer letter 
definitely feels that he is bound by the seal of the confessional 
and section 1034 under the circumstances of this case. 

I thought it only fair to bring this to your attention. Our 
client is interested in trying to work out something for the 
youngsters involved; and therefore, we look forward to the 
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REDACTED 
May 13, 1986 
Page 2 

settlement package mentioned in your letter of May 6, 1986. 

very truly yours, 

" REDACTED 

bee: REDACTED 
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~ t. <JJ a~ch.al. Baylon (! hu'Lch 
155 £a~t :Jan,_~ d(oaJ. 

'Jh.cu~a.nd. rDafu., C!aLifotniA 91360 

REDACTED 
June 6, 1986 

Rev. Msgr. John A. Rawden 
1531 W. Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Archie, 

I'm writing to ask if you can obtain any information for me 
concerning civil suits against Pat Roemer in the Archdiocese. I 
hear from time to time stories that such suits or suit is in 
process, but I really don't know anything about it. It would be 
helpful if I could have some information. For instance, I don't 
even know who the litigants are. It would be helpful to know 
their names. It would also be helpful to know something about 
what stage the suit is in and how long lawyers anticipate it will 
take to be settled. If there is anything you can give me on this 
Archie I would appreciate it or if there is someone that you can 
refer me to I would appreciate that too. 

Thank you very much for your kindness in the past and now. 

Fraternally yours, 

REDACTED 

REDACREDACTED 

REDACTED 
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.. THE ARCHDiceSE OF SAN FRANCISCO 

PASTORAL CENTER 

THE TRIBUNAL 

445 CHURCH STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94114-1799 (415) 565-3690 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 west Ninth street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

June 30, 1989 

I am in receipt of your letter of June 21, 1989; and I wish 
to acknowledge your favorable decision with regard to our 
request that the Archdiocese of Los Angeles compensate Reverend 
Patrick Roemer in the amount of $1,500 per month. 

Father Roemer has asked me to indicate to you his gratitude 
for your considerations in this matter; and he has also asked 
that I inform you formally that he accepts the decisions that 
you have made in the matter of his support as indicated in your 
letters of May 17, 1989, and June 21, 1989. 

Father Roemer has been in contact with Monsignor Curry, and 
it is my understanding that appointments are being scheduled in 
order to establish a process by which he can begin to seek 
employment. He definitely shares your hope that he will be able 
to establish himself before the end of the six-month period. 

In closing, may I express my personal gratitude for the 
spirit of pastoral concern that has been demonstrated in bringing 
this delicate and sensitive matter to a conclusion. It has been 
a lengthy process, but one which I believe has given careful 
consideration to Father Roemer's situat~n. 

REDACTED 

cc: Reverend D. Patrick Roemer 
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REDACTED 

August 26, 1986 

REDACTED 

Re: REDACTED vs. Archdiocese, et. al. 

Dear Mr. REDACTED 

REDACTED 

RECEIVED 
AUG 2 8 1986 

REDACTED 

The following is a settlement proposal in connection with 
the above-referenced matter. I have included for your evaluation~ 
psychological studies done on each of the four molested boys. -
The studies were performed by Dr. REDACTED who has an 
excellent reputation here in Ventura County. 

I am sure that you are well aware of the national nature of 
the problem of priest pedophiles and of the attention focused on 
this problem by the media. I have been in contact with various 
attorneys who are handling these cases. I am including a tape of 
a West 57th Street report on the issue which is followed by the 
Dan Rather CBS News broadcast which highlighted the problem, 
focusing on the Louisiana cases which have been studied in the 
National Catholic Reporter. It should be noted that Louisiana 
law does not provide for punitive damages. I have previously 
provided you with the Time magazine article which mentioned our 
case in its overview of the national dilemma of Catholic priests 
who are child molesters. 

The primary_losses of all these victims are essentially 
threefold: 

1. The loss of religion, faith, spirituality; 
2. The loss of innocence; 
3. The loss of trust; 

The children's experience of having been the sexual object 
of a Catholic priest has had a devastating and rippling effect on 
their young lives. To young people, a priest is God; the 
children's feelings toward Father Roemer were particularly imbued 
with this attitude. Father Roemer was in charge of children's 
services at St. Paschal's and was regarded with deep reverence 
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and affection. He had received numerous accolades from community 
groups, honoring him for his services to children. Indeed, when 
the molestations of the plaintiffs were first made public, the 
community responded with almost unerring backing of Father Roemer 
and accusations that the children were lying. The children were 
aware of the community response, and this made the experience all 
the more devastating for them. 

The children's response was, predictably, in many ways, 
uniform. To be singled out by the clergy for positive purposes 
leads to feelings of specialness and unique worth. To be singled 
out the clergy for abuse carries with is the same impact, but to 
its reverse. Other than unique feelings of self-worth, a child 
feels equally intense feelings of self-loathing and self­
denigration. All the children in this case suffered the 
different types of psychological damage flowing from being 
victims of sexual abuse. 

~he tragedy in all these cases is that many of these 
molestations could have been prevented. Plaintiff :REDACTED 
who was 12 at the time he was molested by Father Roemer, had on 
enumerable occasions shared with his parents his fears of Father 
Roemer. Those fears were based on his observations from ages 10 -
through 12 of'·Father Roemer's conduct with young boys. Young 
REDAcTED observed Father Roemer at football games and sports camp 
activities acting overly affectionate with young boys. He told 
his parents that the priest was constantly touching, hugging, and 
rubbing the faces, heads and bodies of other children and advised 
his mother that he thought the conduct by the priest was 
inappropriate. These observations by a young child certainly 
could and should have been made by persons working with Father 
Roemer] 

~uring the course of Father Roemer's evaluation by the 
criminal courts, he acknowledged sexual involvement with over 20 -
children dating back to 1970 after his graduation from St. John's 
Seminary in CamarilloJ. Father Roemer has admitted that his 
molestation of the ch~ldren was carried out to gratify his own 
sexual needs and that erection and ejaculation normally 
accompanied his activities of fondling children. rHe had confided 
with "FatherREDACTED at the Santa Barbara parish effiout his 
problem, and Father Roemer sought assistance through a 
psychologist while assigned to Santa Barbara parishes~ ~hile 
these communications are privileged under california faw, 
certainly they fly in the face of canon 2359 paragraph 3; 

"Any touching with the intent of physical arousal 
is cause for suspension and the priest must be 
stripped of his duties.~ 

tthe May 1980 molestation of Plaintiff REDACTED was 
shared with Father Calm O'Ryan in December of 1980. Father 
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0 1 Ryan met with Plaintiffs REDACTED and REDACTED at 
St. Paschal's. In that meeting after REDACTED literally bared his 
soul and shared with Father O'Ryan the terrifying experience he 
had kept from everyone for seven months. Father O'Ryan, who was 
Monsignor at St. Paschal's, along with FatherREDACTE~_ and who 
had placed Father Roemer in charge of children services at that 
parish, assured Mrs. REDACTED that he would investigate the matter 
and would talk to Father Roemer. Father Roemer remained in his 
position until he was arrested~ 

After their one hour meeting, Father O'Ryan assured Mrs. 
REDACTED that he would "take care of it" and said he would talk to 

a parishioner about psychological help for RED~CTED and would 
contact Catholic Social Services on REDACTED behalf. This was 
never done. 

Father Roemer was not removed from his position. Father 
'I O'Ryan later told bothREoAC::T!O!l ____________ and others that "his 

, -.hands had been tied" and that he could do nothing about Father 
·Roemer even after notification by theRED~g1~- of Father Roemer's 
molestation of REDACTED The REDACTED did not pursue criminal 
charges based on Father O'Ryan's representations that the matter·. 
would be handled within the Church. 

The REDACTED; went to New Year's Day Mass, January 1981, at 
St. Paschal's and were shocked to see that not only had Father 
Roemer not been removed from his position, but he was conducting 
the mass. This frightened REDACTED greatly. Mrs. REDACTED called 
Father O'Ryan the next day (Monday, January 2, 1981) and was told 
he was busy and could not talk. She called on Tuesday and was 
given the same story. She then went down to St. Paschal's and at 
that point Father O'Rya~~told her that "his hands were tie~-? 
that the parishioner he had formerly mentioned could not help 
with psychological care, and that Catholic Social Services could-? 
not get into the middle of the matter. He told Mrs.REDACTED tha~ 
if REDAcTED needed therapy, that would be her responsibility. 

Father REDACTED _ ····- at sacred Heart Church in Saticoy 
was contacted by Lt. REDACTED _ of the Ventura County 
Sheriff's Office on December 30, 1980 concerning an investigation 
of Father Roemer in connection with RED~CTED revelations. 
Again, nothing was done by any member of the Catholic clergy and 
of course, in late January, 1981, Father Roemer continued his 
course of conduct and this time chose Plaintiffs REDACTED and 
REDACTED as his next victims. The Church had retained 
Father Roemer in his position. The REDACTED molestations were 
performed during REDACTED confession and prior to REDAcTED 

REDACTED CCD classes at the parish. 

Father O'Ryan was approached by Mr. REDACTED in 
February of 1981, who was an officer of SLAM, a group sponsoring 
a Stronger Legislation Against Molesters. ~ather O'Ryan told Mr. 
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REDACTED "I blew it] I did not do the right thing." Father O'Ryan 
had been Father Roemer's superior for two and one half years. 
Father O'Ryan was referring to his retention of Father Roemer in 
his position as head of children's services at St. Paschal's and 
the fact that he did indeed go on to molest Plaintiffs REDACTED and 

REDACTED even ,_after the revelation of the sexual molestation 
of REDACTED 

The following is a proposal for each plaintiff: 

REDACTED 

REDACTED was six years old when he was molested by_.. 
Father Roemer, whom he had affectionately called "Father Pat~ 
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He described to Ventura County Sheriff's officers the incident as 
follows: 

A while ago, my family and I went camping with a 
church group. The first night we were there, I 
asked Father Pat to come over to my bed and say my 
good night prayers. After saying the prayers, 
Father Pat reached down my underwear and began 
feeling my penis. He did it for about the time it 
takes to count to 20. During that time Father Pat 
talked about "Peacel!!;9 I did not do or say anything 
at the time. 

RED~CTED father was sleeping in a bunk a short distance away 
and was sound asleep at the time. REDACTED was wearing underwear 
and no pajamas and was under the covers. RED~cTED said he felt like 
screaming to his Dad but did not have the courage. RED~cTED did not 
know what to do. He did not mention the molestation to anyone, 
but stated he relived it every time he closed his eyes. 

REDACTED personality change began right after the incident. 
He did not share the experience with anyone because he thought he~ 
might get in trouble. He refused to go to church. REDACTED is a -
gifted child and his school performance declined noticeably for 
one year after the molestation. Prior to the molestation, he was 
viewed as an easy going, adaptable child with minimal conflict 
with his parents. He became a very serious behavior problem 
during the seven months after the molestation before RE~ACTED 
revealed it. 

RED~CTED became consumed with self-loathing. He began to throw 
temper tantrums, cut on his headboard with a pocket knife, played 
with a cigarette lighter in his bed and burn the blankets, 
pillows and a jacket and was constantly getting in trouble. He 
refused to sit on his father's lap and had tremendous 
difficulties relating to his father. He felt that he was a bad 
person. His outlook on life became pessimistic as though others 
did not care for him. Although this outlook has lessened, he has 
never retained his original carefree attitude toward life. He is 
wary of adults, ~specially male authority figures. 

REDACTE0 is described as having a continuing deficit in his 
social adjustment. He has become socially reserved and is not 
trustful. He is cautious and conservative to the effect that his 
attitudes have had a significant impact on his interpersonal 
functioning. He fears the dark, has somatic complaints, fears 
social events and worries about his parents and other family 
members not being available to him. He is more distrustful than 
others his age and keeps his distance from people, maintaining an 
attitude of objectivity and skepticism. He is cautious toward 
other children, careful and watchful. There are times when he 
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has overwhelming doubts, fears and a sense of hopelessness about 
his future even though he knows he is very capable mentally. 

Death is considered as an alternative to RED~CTED Following 
the molestation, REDA_9TED showed an abnormally high degree of 
unacceptable soc~al behavior and these problems continue. He has ~ 
an excessive interest in sex and masturbation which has occurred 
frequently and has not been conducted in the privacy which one 
would expect. At the same time, he has exaggerated modesty. 

REDA_?TED is very sensitive to the possibility of rejection. He 
does not have good tolerance for frustration when it bears on his 
sense of self-worth. In group situations, he is very sensitive 
to rejection and is sensitive to demands made on him by others. 
He is quick to react with noncompliance and irritability and is 
demanding and argumentative. He feels that he is not accepted by 
his peers and is quite afraid that others will find out about his 
victimization. 

RED~CTED_ religious and spiritual adjustment have been 
completely and totally undermined. To REo~crE~ Father Roemer was 
more than a spiritual advisor; he was a friend and an alternate 
father symbol for the one who had abandoned him as an infant (M~. 

REDACTED-- is RE-DACTED; step-father). 

REDACTED used to look forward to going to church and now is 
cynical- about religion. To REDA_::TED, Father Roemer and God were so 
closely intertwined that he cannot understand why a God would be 
so cruel. 

REDACTED REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

One of the tragedies in RED~CTED case is the fact that had 
this incident not occurred,REDACTEDmight well have chosen the 
priesthood as his vocation. He is a very introspective child, is 
bright, and tries to emphasize conscientiousness, persistence and 
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adherence to moral standards in his thoughts and actions. He 
considers himself morally disciplined, ordered and dominated by a 
sense of duty. Caring for others is an essential theme in his 
conception of what he should strive to be. REDA_cTED rejects 
religion. REDA~TED felt that priests were sent from God and working 
for God. If one·of God's people did something wrong, maybe God 
was responsible. REDA_9TED is still reticent to go to mass and has 
lost that spiritual link with his family that he had enjoyed 
previous to the molestation. 

7 
It is requested that a $2SO.QQ~O settlement be put into a ' 

s~ure that would pay out at REDACTED 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 
and 22nd birthdays as well as his 25th and 30th birthdays. 
Initial payments would cover attorney's fees and costs. 

REDACTED 

REDACTEDwas ten years old at the time of his molestation. The 
incident occurred in late January 1981 after a CCD (religious 
instruction) class. REDACTED was taken to Father Roemer in order to 
give his confession. Father Roemer instructed him to sit on his 
lap in the confessional. Father Roemer fondled REDACTED; chest when 
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he asked him the confessional question, "What had REDAcTED done 
wrong?" Father Roemer rubbed REDACTED stomach, chest and underarm 
area touching his skin under his shirt. Father Roemer kissed him 
on the right ear twice while he was massaging his body. 

Prior to that incident, REDACTED loved going to church, enjoyed 
his religious education classes and family participation in 
church activities. WhenR~~~~0 was asked what his thoughts were on 
whether his own sexuality would be affected by what happened to 
him, he stated "There is a chance. I am not saying it is going 
to happen or it won't. Sometimes I think about it. Every time I v 
think about being gay, it makes me sick." 

REDACTED REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED REDACTED 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

Added to these problems is the loss REDAcTEDhas had in his 
spiritual life. Like the other children, he is now skeptical and 
cynical about religion. The entire REDACTED family used to be a 
close Catholic unit which shared religious and spiritual 
feelings; they also shared participation in church related social 
activities and the inclusion of Catholic life philosophies in 
their lives. The REDACTED no longer believe in any catholic 
religious or spiritual philosophies. The Sunday mornings which 
they used to share together are not spent in joint activities. 

crhe REDACTED once tried the Mormon church as an alternative, but 
found this to be unsatisfactory1 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

A ~2SO.OOO.QO settlement is proposed, to be put into a 
structure that would pay out atREDACTED 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 
and 22nd birthdays as well as his 25th and 30th birthdays. 
Initial payments would cover attorney's fees and costs. 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED was seven years old when he was molested. On January 
26, 1981, REDAcTED was at St. Paschal's for the purpose of attending 
CCD classes. Father Roemer asked REDACTED to come into his office 
to look at some old yearbook pictures. REDACTED went into the 
office and Father Roemer sat in a chair near a desk. Father 
Roemer lifted REDACTED up and placed him on his leg, far enough back 
so that REDACTED was close to Father Roemer's chest. 

Father Roemer showed ]REDACTED a book with pictures from when 
Father Roemer had gone· to school. REDACTED said it was the kind of 
book where everyone in the class takes pictures together. While 
looking at the book, Father Roemer put his hand under REDACTED T­
shirt and started to rub REDACTED stomach in slow circular 
movements. Father Roemer kissed REDAcTED on the neck near the right 
ear as he was rubbing him. Father Roemer then slid his hands 
down into REDACTED pants and inside his underpants. He massaged 

REi:JA_s:T~~---- _ penis with short fast strokes. REDACTED stated that Father 
Roemer's hands and legs were shaking at the time and he asked 
Father Roemer why he was shaking all over. Father Roemer 
replied, "I am cold." REDACTED stated that it was hot in the room 
at the time and Father Roemer was wearing a jacket. REDACTED became 
scared and asked Father Roemer if he could leave. 

Father Roemer has stated that he did have an erection and 
ejaculated during the time that he was fondling REDACTED REDACTED 
reported the incident to his parents at dinner that night and the 
police were contacted. Father Roemer's arrest followed. REDACTED 
felt guilty about telling on the priest. He did not stop Father 
Roemer, even though he knows the priest was doing something 
terribly wrong, because he was afraid. He still fears that 
Father Roemer might come back and molest him or hurt him. 
Further, REDACTED has had to cope with the inappropriate 
aggressiveness and hostility of his older brother REDAcTED which was 
resulted from REDACTED molestation. 

REDACTED does not think he will ever go to church again. He is 
angry with himself that he did not do anything to try to stop 
Father Roemer or hit Father Roemer. He has rapid mood changes in 
which he get frustrated, and becomes very aggressive. &he fact 
that REDACTED was the first to reveal Father Roemer's sexual 
advances made him the focus of attention of law enforcement and 
the news media and this was a hardship onREDACTED as well as the 
rest of his family~ His parents feel he is excessively 
embarrassed about IJeing identified as a victim. He has become 
hysterical over the prospect of such identification. He 
consulted ~REDACTED a psychologist, due to the trauma of 
his victimization. 

REDACTED. has expressed concern that the molestation experience 
could-make him gay and still worries about the possibilityJ His 
school performance declined greatly after the molestation and was 
marked by a decline in interest as well as effort. 
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His parents feel his embarrassment and sensitivity over his 
victimization have made him more withdrawn and prone to overreact 
to criticism and avoid situations in which he might fail. He is 
concerned about "informing" on a priest and has strong guilt 
feelings. 

REDACTED has stated, "I grew up all through the Church and I 
feel we miss it." Like REDACTED, he lacks any spiritual faith and 
recognizes the void in his spiritual and family life which was 
once filled by the Catholic Church. tnr. REDACTED predicts "a 
sleeper effect" caused by REDACTED, sexua-J. abuse;] his statements 
would indicate he experiences an ongoing sense of humiliation of 
being used as a sexual object and dismay at the discovery of his 
impotency when it came to protecting himself from such 
inappropriate advances. He believes he was victimized because he 
was a weak person. His current psychological make-up is one 
which shields him from reality and has prevented him from 
developing mechanisms of coping with stress. 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

6791 

RCALA 008346 

CCI 003185 



In the summer of 1980, REDACTED was attending a s:Rorts camp held 
at St. Pascal's school. REDAcTED was 12 at the time. ~rior to the 
time he was molested by Father Roemer, he had observed the priest 
for approximately two years being what REDACTEDconsidered to be 
overly affectionate with young boys~ These observations were at 
football games and at the sports camp. REDACTED saw that the priest 
was constantly touching, hugging and rubbing the faces, heads and 
upper bodies of other children and advised his mother that he 
thought this conduct by the priest was inappropriate. His mother 
assured him that she would be there most of the time and would be 
able to protect him. 

On the first day of sports camp, Father Roemer came up close 
behind RED_ACTED and wrapped his arms around RE_DACTED chest, resting his 
chin on REDACTED head. This madeREo!"cTEDextremely nervous aJ'ld 
uncomfortable and for the rest of the day, he tried to avoid the 
priest. When his mother picked him up that afternoon, he told 
her that he did not want to return to the camp and explained what 
Father Roemer had done. His mother told him to avoid the priest 
and that she would come to the field early to pick him up every 
day and watch him. The next day, ~~~~0 felt like the priest was 
looking for him all day. At one point, while REDACTED was playing 
soccer, Father Roemer approached him and said, cynically, "You 
can't get away from me." The next day while RED~cTED was playing 
football Father Roemer complimented REDACTEoon his running ability 
and said that he was a good runner when he was in school. He 
askedREoAcrEo to c..Qme to his office and look at sports pictures in 
his yearbook. REDACTE0 felt that Father Roemer was a homosexual and 
that his behav:LOr was typical of that of a homosexua:J 

That afternoon, when the activities were over for the day, 
RED':_CTED went to the front of the church and waited for his ride. He 

was sitting on a bench when Father Roemer came up and sat very 
close to him, touching his body and putting his arm around him. 
He kept his arm around RE~AcTED until some other boys came up and 
started talking to him. 

In October of 1980, REDACTED was signing up for flag football at 
Thousand Oaks High School and saw Father Roemer there. He hid 
from him, not wanting Father Roemer to see him because he was 
afraid of him. Three months later REDACTEDsaw Father Roemer at 
Westlake Theatre with a single young boy. 

EI?_ACTED states that he could tell that Father Roemer was 
deriving sexual pleasure out of the touching of him and other 
young boys; he knew that Father Roemer was not normal~ 

.-1 

These incidents made RE~AcTEoextremely afraid of Father Roemer, 
fearful that he might try to come to his home to get him. He did 
not want his mo.ther to leave home and until the ninth grade 
exhibited strong fears related to Father Roemer. He began to 
have nightmares. When Father Roemer was arrested and convicted, 
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REo~cTED was scared that he would break out of jail and get him, even 
though he was assured by his parents that this would not happen. 
REDACTED experience affected his relationship with his father. 

REo~cTEo was on guard and felt that he could not trust adult males. 
His deep fear of being left alone affected the entire family. As 
he did not want'- his mother to leave during the day, she had to 
cut back on her work hours in order to accommodate him. His 
frequent bad dreams were accompanied by a lack of self­
confidence, excessive dependence on his parents, and immature 
reactions. During the months after the molestation, he was 
tense, sensitive and prone to being preoccupied with his own 
needs. He lost his temper often and was not willing to go along 
with family plans. REDA£TED felt guilty, was afraid of sleeping 
alone and talked excessively about dying or being injured. His 
parents report that these changes had subsided by the sQmroer of 
1985. His parents feel he was affected so strongly by Father 
Roemer's advances because Father Roemer was so persistent in 
attempting to gain physical contact with REDACTED 

REDAcTED still feels he could not be in the same room with a man 
alone, like a teacher. He is still on guard and his 
preoccupation hinders him in athletic endeavors. Physical 
contact in school sports bothered him and he is afraid of what -
others will think of him. 

1~ RE~ACTED view of the Catholic Church and religion has changed. 
~lthough he was not a Catholic prior to the incident, he was 
quite religious J He felt God spoke through priests and nuns and 
now believes that they do not and should not have the trust of 
people and that they are "more screwed up" than normal people. 
He is very bitter toward the Catholic Church. 

His total disillusionment with religious persons began with 
his discovery that a priest approached him with sexual 
intentions. He believed religious persons were committing a 
fraud on an unwilling subject and his experience as being a 
victim of a sexual assault by a priest has put a considerable 
distance between REDAcTED and the possibility of the beneficial 
effects of associating with religion. He suffers from a low 
level of continuing anger growing out of his perception that he 
is a socially defensive person as a result of being the object 
this sexual approach. He feels that he has a sense of distance 
from male persons and the experience has deprived him of time and 
opportunities he would otherwise realize. He feels he is a 
person who has lost a certain amount of intellectual freedom as 
he is preoccupied with caution and is self-conscious around his 
peers. 

REDACTED REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED has a fairly high degree of anxiety concerning female 
peers; he is unsure of himself and does not know how he should 
act. His male relationships and his definition of who he is as a 
male person are characterized by doubt and anger; he is unsure of 
what to expect of men, especially older men. 

It is requested that a $175,000.00 settlement be put into a 
structure that would pay out on REDACTED 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 
and 22nd birthdays as well as his 25th and 30th birthdays. 
Initial payments would cover attorney's fees and costs. The 
initial 18th birthday payment will be delayed due to the time 
allotted for the Archdiocese to review the settlement proposal. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED has afbreach of contract action]arisinq out 
·of St. PascnaJ.' s sponsorship for the camp for which the REDACTED 
family paid. REDACTED~as molested at camp. Defendant's demurrer 
to that cause of action was overruled. rfEDAc'TE'D -- seeks 
emotional stress damages as well as damages arising out of the -
costs the family has incurred in order to have REDAcTED, undergo 
psychological therapy. 

Mrs. REDACTED herself has suffered deeply fr.om the events 
which occurred at the camp. REDACTED seven month repression of 
the events, as noted above, produced a severe and destructive 
personality change. REDA~TED teachers and principal brought this 
change to Mrs. REDACTED- · attention prior to RED~CTED ; revelation of 
the assault and Mrs. REDACTED was at a loss to explain it. As 
discussed above, REDA_?TED became distant from all the family 
members, especially his father, and this caused the entire family 
anguish. 

Mrs. REDACTED could be described as "a strong Catholic" prior 
to these events. Her faith has been shaken. As noted, she was 
reassured by Father O'Ryan that the matter would be taken care of 
and dropped criminal charges because of those reassurances. After 
that, more children were molested by Father Roemer and had she 
not dropped the charges, the molestations probably would not have 
occurred. Mrs.R~phg~Q __ resigned from St. Paschal's parish, 
leaving friends and roots. She joined a Newbury Park parish. 

Most distressing to Mrs. ~~Q~C2_Tgg__ has been not only her 
questioning of faith in the lack of response on the part of the 
Church, but enduring RED}CTED rejection of faith and the seemingly 
permanent changes in his personality. Settlement in the amount 
of $50,000.00 is requested. 
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The above demand offers are good until October 24, 1986. I 
look forward to hearirg from you. 

REI 

REDACTED 

Sincerely, 
REDACTED 
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e· 
., ' July 1, 1987 

REDACTED CASE 

TOTAL BILLINGS 

REDACTED 
$ 5,755.90 

33,133.57 

15,905.50 

GRAND TOTAL $54,794.97 
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REDACTED 

THE ARCHDIOCE:... OF SAN FRANCISCO 

PASTORAL CENTER 

THE TRIBUNAL 

«5 CHURCH STREET. SAN FRANCISCO, CALJFORNIA 94114-1799 (415) 565-3690 

May 24, 1988 

Our Lady Queen of the Angels' Seminary 
P.O. Box 1071 
San Fernando, CA 91341 

Dear REDACTED 

l~ ~'.1 
fi., .. 

I do hope that this letter reaches you. After ten minutes on the phone to 
1531 West Ninth Street, this was the only address that anyone could come up 
with; but it doesn't strike me as the one we had discussed. 

I am enclosing in this letter two memoranda on the topics we had discussed 
concerning Pat. I hope that they will be helpful to you. One point that is 
not specifically covered in either memo is the question of a the period within 
which a penal action would have to be initiated against Pat. Presuming that 
an action would be instituted under canon 1395, §2, which states that "if a 
cleric has otherwise committed an offense against the sixth commandment of the 
Decalogue with force or threats or publicly or with a minor below the age of 
sixteen, the cleric is to be punished with just penalties, including dismissal 
from the clerical state if the case warrants it," the period of prescription 
(which is the term used in canon law for a "statute of limitations") is five 
years. This is based upon canon 1362, §1, n. 2, which states that "a criminal 
action is extinguished by prescription in three years unless it is a question 
of: ... an action due to offenses mention in cann. 1394, 1395, 1397 and 1398, 
which have a prescription of five years." 

Please don't hesitate to contact me if I cari do anything to be of 
assistance to you or Pat in 

this matter.~~~~-~~ 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Enclosures 
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DATE: 

FROM: 

TO: 

RE: 

l _ _,MORANDUM 

June 21, 1988 

Monsignor Curry 

Arcn-.ishop Mahony 

Pat Roem~r 

I had a call from Father R_EJ::)~9_~ED _ , who does aftercare 
for the Paracletes in Jemez Springs. He had had a call from 
Pat Roemer asking for information about the Congregation. 

Pat said he was calling to say that he and some other priests 
were interested in the work of the Congregation, and I fathered 
he had the possibility of joining in mind. 

I told Father~~~A~I~~ that we were encouraging Pat to seek 
laicization. 
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THE ARCHDIOCES. SAN FRANCISCO 

PASTORAL CENTER 

THE TRIBUNAL 

445 CHURCH STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94114-1799 (415) 565-3690 

Most Reverend Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

July 14, 1988 

I am writing on the behalf of Reverend D. Patrick Roemer who has asked me 
to act as his canonical advocate in the hope of resolving certain difficulties 
which have arisen in his relationship with the Church of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles. Father Roemer has attempted to initiate a dialogue with you on at 
least three occasions; however, these efforts on his part have been quite 
frustrating to him in that he has not been successful in reaching you. I am, 
therefore, approaching you on his behalf in the hope that a dialogue can be 
begun. This letter outlines the concerns which he wishes to bring to your 
attention. 

Father Roemer remains dedicated to the priesthood to which he was 
ordained; but he is also fully aware of the difficulties which his past conduct 
has caused the Church of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, and he acknowledges 
the impossibility of his serving as a priest in the Archdiocese in the future. 
He has currently completed five of the ten years of the summary probation 
determined by the courts; and as he begins the latter half of this probation, 
he is most anxious to make plans for the future. In order to accomplish this, 
however, there are a number of personal matters which must be resolved. 

While he does not wish to be a source of embarrassment or difficulty to 
the Archdiocese, it does appear that certain of Father Roemer's rights under 
canon law have been ignored. These continue to be a source of stress and 
severe hardship for him; and a remedy must be sought if he is to implement any 
future plans successfully. 

It is helpful to present a chronology of the events surrounding Father 
Roemer's situation and to present a number of principles contained in canon 
law: 

A. A CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

1. On January 26, 1981, Father Roemer was placed under arrest by the 
authorities in Ventura County for child molestation. At no time did 
Father deny the accuracy of these charges. 

2. Shortly after the time of his arrest, Father was placed on "inactive 
leave," and his faculties were removed. Since it appears that no 
penal process was followed, it seems that this was an administrative 
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Most Reverend Roger M. Mahony 
July 14, 1988 

Page 2 

action. At the same time, the Archdiocese arranged for Father Roemer 
to have one hour of therapy a week until the time of his sentencing 
on May 29, 1~81. 

3. On May 29, 1981, Father was sentenced to ten years at Atascadero 
State Hospital. A few months following his incarceration, Monsignor 
Hawkes informed Father that his salary was to be discontinued. This 
decision continues to remain in effect. 

4. On April 11, 1983, Father Roemer was released from Atascadero State 
Hospital and was placed on his own recognizance until the court 
determined the conditions of his probation. For six weeks he was in 
residence at St. Joseph's Hospital in Ojai, California. 

5. On May 25, 1983, Father was placed on summary probation for ten 
years, the probation which he is currently serving. 

6. Following the hearing which placed him on probation, the Archdiocese 
provided Father with a used car and subsequently reimbursed him 
approximately $1,100 for numerous repairs which had to be made on 
the vehicle. It is also clear that the Archdiocese paid for all of 
Father Roemer's legal expenses which were associated with his arrest 
on the child molestation charges; and the Archdiocese also arranged a 
financial settlement for one of the victims of Father's actions. 

7. Since his release, Father Roemer has himself been responsible for a 
number of medical, legal and personal obligations which he has 
incurred. Due to the difficulties which surround his circumstances, 
it has been extremely difficult for him to find steady or permanent 
employment; and this has resulted in his accumulating outstanding 
debts in excess of $15,000. He currently is unable to meet his 
monthly expenses, and the amount of his indebtedness continues to 
increase. From 1983 to the present time, Father Roemer has received 
no additional financial or pastoral assistance from the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles; and he has been unsuccessful in his attempts to 
approach the Archdiocese for assistance. 

B. CANONICAL PRINCIPLES 

1. Canon 281 provides that clerics, since they dedicate themselves to 
the ecclesiastical ministry, deserve a remuneration which is 
consistent with their condition in accord with the nature of their 
responsibilities and with the conditions of time and place. This 
precept also directs that such remuneration should enable clerics to 
provide for their needs and for the equitable payment of those whose 
services they need, and that provision is to be made for assistance 
of those needs resulting from illness, incapacity or old age. 

2. Canon 1350 presents the principle that even when (canonical) 
penalties are imposed upon a cleric, provision must be made that he 
not lack those things necessary for his decent support. Even in the 
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Most Reverend Roger M. Mahony 
July 14, 1988 

Page 3 

case of dismissal from the clerical state, an obligation in charity 
remains to assist a person who is truly in need. 

3. Canon 6 states that with the promulgation of the 1983 Code of Canon 
Law, the 1917 Code of Canon Law, universal or particular laws 
contrary to the current code and universal or particular penal laws 
issued by the Apostolic See unless contained in the current code are 
abrogated. 

The circumstances in which Father Roemer finds himself unquestionably call 
into question his ability to function in the priestly ministry at the present 
time in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. His condition represents a most 
serious problem for which he is undergoing continuing therapy and observation. 
Canon law, however, does not provideofor the discontinuation of all support 
solely due to a priest's incapacity to function. It is clear that the 
principles concerning remuneration insist that an obligation exists in justice 
to provide for a priest suffering from illness. It would appear that the 
complete removal of financial support on the part of the Archdiocese would be a 
denial of Father Roemer's rights under canon 281. 

Father Roemer has never been placed under a penalty by the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles. Even if the "inactive leave" which was imposed at the time of 
his arrest in 1981 were construed to be a penalty, this certainly could not 
constitute dismissal from the clerical state. One might argue that the 1917 
Code of Canon Law would allow for the "privation of a benefice," thus 
justifying the privation of Father's salary; however, with the promulgation of 
the current code, such a sanction would have been abrogated. Short of 
dismissal from the clerical state, which is not applicable in this case, an 
obligation in justice continues to exist to provide for Father's needs. 

Even though Father Roemer does recognize and acknowledge that there is no 
possibility of his being able to function as a priest within the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles, it will not be possible for him to pursue seriously any future 
plans as long as he is handicapped by the personal indebtedness under which he 
is laboring at this time. 

It is the purpose of this letter to ask that Father Roemer's rights as a 
priest under canon law be acknowledged and that he be offered the basic 
assistance which these rights guarantee. In order to initiate a dialogue and 
arrive at an equitable resolution of this matter, we would make the following 
proposals: 

1. That a mutually agreed to process be determined which will provide for a 
full examination of Father Roemer's rights under canon law given the 
unique circumstances in which he finds himself; 

2. That provision be made for continuing medical and psychological treatment 
until that time when Father Roemer is,personally able to assume these 
responsibilities; 
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3. That a schedule of financial compensation be established to provide for 
Father Roemer's basic needs which will not only alleviate his past 
indebtedness but which will allow him to pursue in a serious manner plans 
for the future. 

It is hoped that this letter will serve as a means by which a serious 
dialogue may be begun in a spirit of charity and pastoral sensitivity, as it is 
Father Roemer's desire that an equitable solution be found to the questions 
which he is raising. 

I thank you for the serious consideration which you will give to this 
matter. 

REDACTED 

cc: Reverend D. Patrick Roemer 
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THE ARCHDIOCESr IF SAN FRANCISCO 

PASTORAL CENTER 

THE TRIBUNAL 

«5 CHURCH STREET. SAN FRANOSCO, CALIFORNIA 94114-1799 (415) 565-3690 

Most Reverend Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

July 14, 1988 

I am writing on the behalf of Reverend D. Patrick Roemer who has asked me 
to act as his canonical advocate in the hope of resolving certain difficulties 
which have arisen in his relationship with the Church of the Archdiocese of Los 
P:ngeles. Father Roemer has attempted to initiate a dialogue with you on at· 
least three occasions; however, these efforts on his part have been quite 
frustrating to him in that he has not been successful in reaching you. I am, 
therefore, approaching you on his behalf in the hope that a dialogue can be 
begun. This letter outlines the concerns which he wishes to bring to your 
attention. 

Father Roemer remains dedicated to the priesthood to which he was 
ordained; but he is also fully aware of the difficulties which his past conduct 
has caused the Church of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, and he acknowledges 
the impossibility of his serving as a priest in the Archdiocese in the future. 
He has currently completed five of the ten years of the summary probation 
determined by the courts; and as he begins the latter half of this probation, 
he is most anxious to make plans for the future. In order to accomplish this, 
however, there are a number of personal matters which must be resolved. 

While he does not wish to be a source of embarrassment or difficulty to 
the Archdiocese, it does appear that certain of Father Roemer's rights under 
canon law have been ignored. The~e continue to be a source of stress and 
severe hardship for him; and a remedy must be sought if he is to implement any 
future plans successfully. 

It is helpful to present a chronology of the events surrounding Father 
Roemer's situation and to present a number of principles contained in canon 
law: 

A. A CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

1. On January 26, "1981, Father Roemer was placed under arrest by the 
authorities in Ventura County for child molestation. At no time did 
Father deny the accuracy of these charges. 

2. ___ Shortly after _the time of his arrest, Father wa_s placed on "inactive 
leave," and his faculties were removed. Since it appears that no 
penal process was followed, it seems that this was an administrative 
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action. At the same time, the Archdiocese arranged for Father Roemer 
to have one hour of therapy a week until the time of his sentencing 
on May 29, 1981. 

3. On May 29, 1981, Father was sentenced to ten years- at Atascadero 
State Hospital. A few months following his incarceration, Monsignor 
Hawkes informed Father that his salary was to be discontinued. This 
decision continues to remain in effect. 

4. On April 11, 1983, Father Roemer was released from Atascadero State 
Hospital and was placed on his own recognizance until the court 
determined the conditions of his probation. For six weeks he was in 
residence at St. Joseph's Hospital in Ojai, California. 

5. On May 25, 1983, Father was placed on summary probation for ten 
years, the probation which he is currently serving. 

6. Following the hearing which placed him on probation, the Archdiocese 
provided Father with a used car and subsequently reimbursed him 
approximately $1,100 for numerous repairs which had to be made on 
the vehicle. It is also clear that the Archdiocese paid for all of 
Father Roemer's legal expenses which were associated with his arrest 
on the child molestation charges; and the Archdiocese also arranged a 
financial settlement for one of the victims of Father's actions. 

7. Since his release, Father Roemer has himself been responsible for a 
number of medical, legal and personal obligations which he has 
incurred. Due to the difficulties which surround his circumstances, 
it has been extremely difficult for him to find steady or permanent 
employment; and this has resulted in his accumulating outstanding 
debts in excess of $15,000. He currently is unable to meet his 
monthly expenses, and the amount of his indebtedness continues to 
increase. From 1983 to the present time, Father Roemer has received 
no additional financial or pastoral assistance from the Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles; and he has been unsuccessful in his attempts to 
approach the Archdiocese for assistance., 

B. CANONICAL PRINCIPLES 

1. Canon 281 provides that clerics, since they dedicate themselves to 
the ecclesiastical ministry, deserve a remuneration which is 
consistent with their condition in accord with the nature of their 
.responsibilities and with the conditions of time and place. This 
precept also directs that such remuneration should enable clerics to 
provide for th~ir needs and for the equitable payment of those whose 
services they need, and that provision is to be made for assistance 
of those needs resulting from illness, incapacity or old age. 

;' 

2. Canon 1350 presents the principle that even when (canonical) 
penalties are imposed upon a cleric, provision must be made that he 
not lack those things necessary for his decent support. Even in the 
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case of dismissal from the clerical state, an obligation in charity 
remains to assist a person who is truly in need. 

3. Canon 6 states that with the promulgation of the 1983 Code of Canon 
Law, the 1917 Code of Canon Law, universal or particular laws 
contrary to the current code ~nd universal or particular penal laws 
issued by the Apostolic See unless contained in the current code are 
abrogated. 

The circumstances in which Father Roemer finds himself unquestionably call 
into question his ability to function in the priestly ministry at the present 
time in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. His condition represents a most 
serious problem for which he is undergoing continuing therapy and observation. 
Canon law, however, does not provide for the discontinuation of all support 
solely due to a priest's incapacity to function. It is clear that the 
principles concerning remuneration insist that an obligation exists in justice 
to provide for a priest suffering from illness. It would appear that the 
complete removal of financial support on the part of the Archdiocese would be a 
denial of Father Roemer's rights under canon 281. 

Father Roemer has never been placed under a penalty by the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles. Even if the "inactive ·leave" which was imposed at the time of 
his arrest in 1981 were construed to be a penalty, this certainly could not 
constitute dismissal from the clerical state. One might argue that the 1917 
Code of Canon Law would allow for the "privation of a benefice," thus 
justifying the privation of Father's salary; however, with the pronrulgation of 
the current code, such a sanction would have been abrogated. Short of 
dismissal from the clerical state, which is not applicable in this case, an 
obligation in justice continues to exist to provide for Father's needs. 

Even though Father Roemer does recognize and acknowledge that there is no 
possibility of his being able to function as a priest within the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles, it will not be possible for him to pursue seriously any future 
plans as long as he is handicapped by the personal indebtedness under which he 
is laboring at this time. 

It is the purpose of this letter to ask that Father Roemer's rights as a 
priest under canon law-be acknowledged and that he be offered the basic 
assistance which these rights guarantee. In order to initiate a dialogue and 
arrive at an equitable resolution of this matter, we would make the following 
proposals: 

1. That ~ mutually agreed to process be determined which will provide for a 
full examination of Father Roemer's rights under canon law given the 
unique circumstances in which he finds himself; 

2. That provision be made for continuing medical and psychological treatment 
until that time when Father Roemer is personally able to assume these 
responsibilities; 
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3. That a schedule of financial compensation be established to provide for 
Father Roemer's basic needs which will not only alleviate his past 
indebtedness but __ which will allow him to pursue in a serious manner plans 
for the future. 

It is hoped that this letter will serve as a means by which a serious 
dialogue may be begun in a spirit of charity and pastoral sensitivity, as it is 
Father Roemer's desire that an equitable solution be found to the questions 
which he is raising. 

I thank you for the serious consideration which you will give to this 
matter. 

S i nrw:>l""' l ~nnr<> 24. ~ <>+- ./1 
REDACTED 

cc: Reverend D. Patrick Roemer 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: July 29, 1988 

FROM: Monsignor Curry 

TO: ArchbHihop Mahony 

RE: Attached re Patrick Roemer 

REDACTED ~EDACTED will be responding directly to you 
on this. 

REDACTED 

I will be very willing to help with this if I can. 

REDACTED 

-

6652 

RCALA 008363 
, .... .-., 

i 
t 
.j 
)j 

' 

I 
·' i 

1 
! 

1 

CCI 003202 



{ ) 
( ) 
t ) 
(" ) 

( }: 
... .'-

hen SEE me-
• then RETURN to ~ 

ease .. review. then SEND me your COMMENTS::':> 
Pleasi' review., then FILE · ·· 

Please handle this matter entirely 
Please answer; send copy of 1 ette~- to me-. 
Please write a reply for my signature' 
For your information 

P,leaslf XERQ.X;; and send copy/copies 

.. ( .·. k 
( ) 

original- to file. 
original back to· • 
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Office of the Archbishop 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3288 

August 17, 1988 

Reverend D. Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED 

The Tribunal 
Archdiocese of San Francisco 
445 Church Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

' 

Dear Father Roemer: 

I have received a letter from Father REDACTED dated July 14, 1988 
with respect to your current status and situation. 

In the letter from FatherREDACTED there are some canons from the Code of 
Canon Law quoted. However, other equally important canons are omitted, 
and I believe that it is important that we all understand your canonical 
status in a fuller sense. 

I am somewhat puzzled by Father RE~ACTEDassertion.that you tried to meet 
with me on three separate occasions and were not permitted to do so. I 
wo~ld be willing to meet with you in the near future and I would ask that 
you make the necessary arrangements through Mon.signor Thomas Curry, my 
Vicar for the Clergy. • 

\ 
When that appointment is arranged, I can then outline for you my 
understanding of the canonical provisions, including your financial 
liability towards the families and young people who have· been so severely 
damaged through your own personal conduct. 

With.every best wish, I am 

Sinc~rely yours in Christ, 

+ RmWJ 
Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

cc: Monsignor Thomas Curry 
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THE ARCHDIOCESF F SAN FRANCISCO 

PASTORAL CENTER 

THE TRIBUNAL 

445 CHURCH STREET, SA:N FRANOSCO, CAUFORNIA 94114-1799 (415) 565-3690 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

August 22, 1988 

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter of August 17 to Father 
Roemer. I will forward the letter to him today. 

I thank you for your response. I know that Father Roemer is looking 
forward to the opportunity of meeting with

1
you.~ ~ 

REDACTED 

cc: Reverend D. Patrick Roemer 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: August 2~, 1988 

Curry I FROM: Monsiqnor Thomas 

TO: Archbishop- Mahony 

RE: Pat Roemer 

I called Pat about setting up an appointment, and we have set 
it tentatively for Tuesday, October 4 at 10:30 A.M. 

I 

Pat requested that Father REDA~TED _ the canonist who has 
been advising him, be present, and I told him I would have 
to check that with you. 

REDACTED 

If this is agreeable to you, I will confirm the appointment. 

REDACTED 

eL~~-
-1- ~~A 

f~ 'F-1~9}' 
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TO: 

RE: 

Septeaber 1, 1988 

Archbishop Mahony /. 

Monsignor Thomas Curry 

Pat Roemer 

Father REDACTED the canonist who is representing Pat Roemer, 
called me today about the appointment with you. He insists he 
must be present since he claims your letter indicates that you 
will be discussing some canonical matters at the meeting. 

I had checked with REDACTED and found that November 22 at 3 P.M. 
would be available, and he was agreeable to that date. However, I 
stressed that you wished to stay with the October 4 date and that 
I could not agree to a change without verifying it with you. 

My sense is that Pat Roemer will not come now on his own. He was 
to call me back to say if he would come on Oct 4 but had Father 

REDACTED make the call. 

1-1-fY' 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

(213) 251-3200 

REDACTED 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERCY 
(213) 251-3284 

September 7, 1988 

REDACTED 

The Tribunal 
445 Church St. 
San Francisco, CA 94114-1799 

Dear REDACTED 

This will confirm the appointment for you and Father 
Pat Roemer with Archbishop Mahony on 

Tuesday, November 22, 1988 at 3 P.M. 

With warmest best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 

cc: Rev. D. Patrick Ro'emer 
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THE ARCHDIO ~E OF SAN FRANCISCO 

PASTORAL CENTER 

THE TRIBUNAL 

445 CHURCH STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94114-1799 (415) 565-3690 

September 10, 1988 

Reverend Monsignor Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

Dear Monsignor Curry, 

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
September 7 in which you confirm the November 22 appointment of 
Father Roemer and myself with Archbishop Mahony. We understand 
that this appointment will be at 3:00 p.m. at the Chancery 
office. 

May I thank you for your assistance in arranging an 
appointment which avoids the calendar conflicts all of us were 
experiencing. 

REDACTED 

cc: Reverend D. Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED 
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December 12, 1988 

TO: Archbishop Mahony 

FR(Jf: Monsignor Thomas Curry 

RE: Attached Memo re Pat Roemer 

Pat has never been formally suspended. I spoke to Monsignor 
Rawden, and he explained that if a priest did not have an 
assignment he was in the same position as if he had been 
suspended. Attached is a copy of your letter of October 7, 1985 
asking him to continue on inactive leave. 

REDACTED 

I ,.._._,6 ,_I--

Much of the material pertainina to Pat is in a confidential file 
in mv office. REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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DATE: 

FROM: 

TO: 

Dec~er 12, 1988 
~;.· 
]ji,· 

Monftgnor Curry 

Monsignor REDACTED 

MEMORANDUM 

RE: Rev. Patrick Roemer 

I will be at the Priests Council this morning, but will 
be back in the office this afternoon and would very much 
appreciate it if you could give me a call regarding the 
matter of suspension. 

I talked to REDACTED Rawden, and his policy was that if 
a priest did not have an appointment in the Archdiocese that, 
in his mind, was the equivalent of suspension--and since 
the matter of Pat Roemer has come to light he has not had 

. an appointment in the Archdiocese. 

Many. thanks. ·•· ._ 

".\:) ... 
~. 

( 13'1~ . J 
0·> ~plw.L ~lt;j ~,,.~~ bi ~fo't4. 

lo¥¥. o2 CJ. ). ~ ¥/L '*' ~ ~ f tMt'd. 
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Deceaber 12, 1988 

TO: Archbishop Mahony 

FROM: Monsignor Thomas Curry 

RE: Attached Memo re Pat Roemer 

Pat has never been formally suspended. I spoke to Monsignor 
Rawden, and he explained that if a priest did not have an 
assignment he was in the same position as if he had been 
suspended. Attached is a copy of your letter of October 7, 1985 
askin2 him to continue on inactive leave. 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 

Much of the material pertaining to Pat is in a confidential file 
in my office. REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED 

Dear Patrick: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

1531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

l213) 251-3288 

December 20, 1988 

At our recent meeting held at the Chancery Office on Tuesday, November 22, 
1988 it was suggested that no formal action was taken by the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles to suspend you from priestly activity. 

I am writing to recall for your information my letter dated October 7, 1985 
in which I repeated the status which you had prior to my arrival in the 
Archdiocese, and which you still have, namely "inactive leave." Although 
you have not been canonically suspended, in view of Canon 1044 f/2, 
paragraph 2, you are impeded from the exercise of your orders. 

1 would once again recommend strongly that your next steps include a formal 
petition to our Holy Father seeking an immediate return to the lay state. 
I would fully concur in that petition, and I am quite confident that it 
would be granted almost immediately. 

With every best wish, I am 

cc: Monsi2nor Thomas Currv 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED 

Dear Patrick: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALl FORN lA 9001 5-1 194 
(213) 251-3288 

December 20, 1988 

At our recent meeting held at the Chancery Office on Tuesday, November 22, 
1988 it was suggested that no formal action was taken by the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles to suspend you from priestly activity. 

I am writing to recall for your information my letter dated October 7, 1985 · 
in which I repeated the status which you had prior to my arrival in the 
Archdiocese, and which you still have. Your status is "inactive leave" and 
you are still under that heading. 

I would point out that this particular status designation does not allow 
you to function as a Catholic priest in any way whatsoever. You should 
also realize that although you have not been canonically suspended, in view 
of Canon 1044 #2, paragraph 2, you are impeded from the exercise of your 
sacred orders. 

I would once again reconnnend strongly that your next steps include a formal 
petition to our Holy Father seeking an innnediate return to the lay state. 
I would fully concur in that petition, and I am quite confident that it 
would be granted almost immediately. 

With every best wish, I am 

Sincerely yours in. Christ, 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

CC! Mon~io-nnl" 'rhnm>:~c: r.,.,..,.-" 
REDACTED 
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January 6, 1989 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORN lA 900 15-1194 

(213) 251-3200 

MEMORANDUM 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
REDACTED 

TO: REDACTED REDACTED 
Father REDAG 1 t:.u 

FROM:REDACTED 

RE: Father Patrick Roemer 

Many thanks for meeting with REDACT~D REDACTED and me this 
week. I am enclosing a copy of Father REDACTED letter:-
of July 14 to ~rr.hhi~h0p Mahony for your information. As 
both REDACT~D REDACTED and I mentioned to you, Archbishop 
Mahony sees no possibility of Father Roemer returning to 
ministry in this Archdiocese, and he advises in the strongest 
possible manner against Father Roemer's seeking ministry 
elsewhere. 

Given this situation, the Archdiocese asks you to meet with 
Father Roemer, give your assessment of his needs, and report 
back to Archbishop Mahony. 

May I request that you contact Father Roemer at your 
earliest convenience. 

RCALA 008376 

'Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED REDACTED 

REDACTE[REDACTED 

Many thanks. 

cc: Patrick Roemer 

~~~ Cjlf/¥1 
- ~~ ~ 'f~/PJ 
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Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

REDACTED 

January 7, 1989 

I am in receipt of your letter of December 20, 1988, in 
which you recall our meeting of November 22, 1988. I understand 
from your action that it is your wish that I not exercise the 
priestly ministry. May I point out that I have always honored 
the requirements of the "inactive leave" on which I was placed in 
1981. 

At our November meeting, I was given to understand that you 
would initiate a pastoral examination. into the difficulties I 
have been experiencing since my release from the Atascadero State 
Hospital in April 1983. This was also to include an examination 
of the future plans I wish to consider and the assistance which I 
would need in order to implement them. You indicated that you 
would expedite this process and would also provide me with a 
written memorandum of understanding concerning the process which 
you had proposed. I am most desirous that the process be begun 
as soon as possible so that I can begin formulating my future 
plans. 

I look forward to hearing from you concerning these 
arrangements. 

~~~ 
Patrick Roemer 

cc: Reverend Msgr. Thomas Curry 
REDACTED 
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REDACTED Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

February 15~ 1989 

TO: REDACTED REDACTED 
REDACTED tEDACTED 

RE: Father PatricK Roemer 

I am writing this letter at the request of Reverend Patrick 
Roemer. I understand that you ·are exam1n1ng Father. Roemer -
for Archbishop Mahoney, and that some question might arise 
about his suitability to conduct his priestly ~uties. 

Because I am a specialist in the area of sexual offenses, 
and, also, have been seeing. Father Roemer in psychotherapy 
for approximately seven years, I believe that I am qualified 
to provide information which may be of assistance in your 
examination of his case. 

Before I discuss any aspects of the case, perhaps it would be 
helpful for you to know something about my own background. I 
o:lm a licensed osvchologist in the State of California.""''"' 

REDACTED 

REDACTED·------ --
------- Not.only did my duties involve the treating 
offenders, but also of children who had been 
molested. 

of sex 
sexually 

In 1981, I assumed a position as staff psychologist at the 
Atascadero State Hospital where I began working intensively 
with sex offenders and continue to do so up to the present 
time. In fact, my present assignments at the Atascadero 
State Hospital are quite relevant to . my work on Father 
Roemer's case. Currently, I serve in two positions at the 
state hospital: the first is as a staff psychologist ori the 
Sex Offender Treatment and Evaluation Project which is 
mandated by the California State Legislature to research the 
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ROEMER page 2 

t~eatment of sex offenders; the second, is as the coordinator 
of the Human Sexual Behavior Laboratory. 

In addition to these activities, I have treated many 
pedophiles in my private practice, and have done extensive 
court and consulting work in this area. Finally, I served as 
Father Roemer's primary psychotherapist while_ he was at 
Atascadero State Hospital. 

Before discussing the specifics of Father Roemer's case, 
perhaps it would be helpful to examine the diagnostic 
criteri~ concerning pedophilia which both the psychological 
and psychiatric professions employ. These criteria are 
discussed in the 3rd edition of the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders <DSM III>, and include 
the following: first, over a period of at least six months, -
the individual experiences recurrent urges and fantasies of 
sexual involvement with child.reni second, the individual must 
act out on these or be ·markedly distressed· by them; third, 
the individual must be at least 16-years-old, and at least 5 
years older than the child <except for a late adolescent boy 
who is sexually involved with a girl who is 12- or 13-years­
old>; fourth, the actingLout sexual behaviors must not be 
incidental to other conditions such as mental retardation, 
organic damage, schizophrenia, and drug intoxication. 

REDACTED 

In addition, there must be some consideration of the 
conditions under which · he may be discharged from the 
hospital. Prior to a recommendation by the state hospital to 
the court that an individual be released, a multidisciplinary 
team is assembled. Typically, such a team is comprised of 
the treating psychiatrist, psychologist, social worker, and 
nursing staff. A team was assembled in Father Roemer's case, 
reviewed all of the clinical evidence which had accumulated 
while he was being treated at the hospital, and concluded 
that his ability to cope with stress was now sufficient, that 
his judgment was adequate, and that he no longer posed a risk 
to the community. In other words, the hospital formally 
reported to the court that in the judgment of its 
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ROEMER page 3 

p~ofessional staff, Father Roemer had progressed to the point 
where he was able to cope with any inappropriate urges. That 
the court agreed is demonstrated by the fact that it allowed 
him to return to the community. 

I believe that it is absolutely essential that the above 
information be understood in order to properly assess this 
case. What I mean by this is that scientific research has 
demonstrated that even noraal men may also be aroused by 
pedophilic stimuli <heterosexual and/or homosexual). The 
difference between such men and the pedophile is not the fact 
of arousal but the ~cting out on that arousal. What the 
professional staff determined at the hospital, and what I 
have found as I monitor his progress subsequent to his 
discharge, is that Father Roemer is now capable of living his 
life with sufficient self-control. 

In view of all of this information, I believe that it is 
reasonable to conclude that there are significant changes in 
Father Roemer's status such that he is no longer functioning 
psychologically as he did prior to his hospitalization. I 
believe that the psychological changes are qualitatively and 
quantitatively to such an extent that there are no reasons 
why he cannot discharge his priestly functions. 

Please feel free to contact me if you wish 
information, or would like to discuss any aspect 
case. Thank you for allowing me to be of service 
matter. 

Re~pectfu~ly s9bmitte;. 
REDACTED {Jit.D. 

- .. 
REDACTED , Ph.D. 

further 
of this 
in this 
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February 21, 1989 

TO: Archbishop 'kahony 

FRat: Monsignor Thomas Curry 

RK: .REDACTED 

REDP..CTED 

left for Ireland on Saturday as his father is seriously ill. 
He and ~~~~STEg ____ were scheduled to meet withsPat Rggmer on 
Monday. February 20. so, unfortunately, that meeting had to be 
postponed. 
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THE ARCHDIOCESE -~ SAN FRANCISCO 

PASTORAL CENTER 

THE TRIBUNAL 

445 CHuRCH STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94114-1799 (415)565-3690 

Reverend Msgr. Thomas Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

Dear Monsignor Curry, 

April 18, 1989 

I am writing with regard to the situation concerning 
Reverend D. Patrick Roemer and in light of the fact that it has 
been over a month since our meeting with REDACTED ~EDACTED and 
Father REDACTED 

Since th_ere has been no communication with us since the time 
of our meeting on March 13, this letter is to inquire as to the 
status of the investigation into Father Roemer's needs and to ask 
when we might expect a decision from Archbishop Mahony in this 
matter. 

Thank you for your attention to ~is 

.::::./n,...,.h< .. ~ 
inquiry. 

//) 
REDACTED 

cc: Reverend D. Patrick Roemer 
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St. Joseph the Worker Parish 
19850 Cantlay Street I Canoga Park I California 9130()-3096 
Phone: I REDACTED 

April 21, 1989 

Most Rev. Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
Chancery Office 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA. 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

At your request we met with Rev. Patrick Roemer on March 13, to discuss the 
issues pertaining to his case as described in a letter to you from Reverend 
RED~CT~D _ . . dated July 14, 1988. We had a cordial meeting with the 
two of them. We pointed out to them that canonical matters were outside the 
scope and realm of this meeting. We were there as your representatives to 
assess his personal needs and to present you with our recommendations. 

Based on that meeting, we would like to make tiLfollowing observations. Fr. 
Roemer has a dream that he would like to return to active ministry somewhere, 
sometime, whether that be in some diocese or Religious Community. He is aware 
however of your feelings on the matter and we did not lend him any encourage­
ment in that direction either. 

In the event that that does not work out for him, he would like to return to 
school and pursue a degree. Evidently he is bright and scores well on tests. 
This of course involves money and clearance from the State for any kind of 
certificate or license. In the course of our discussion it was obvious that 
he cannot afford to go to school, so Fr. REDACTED suggested the possibility of 
a loan from the Archdiocese. We were not very enthusiastic about that idea, 
and asked what kind of program he had in mind, where he intended to pursue 
these studies, for how long and what this would cost. 

A couple weeks later, we received a letter from FatherREDACTED saying that Fr. 
Roemer had done some research and found a program at California State University 
Long Beach which is suited to his educational needs and suitable to the Probation 
Department, and that he could enroll for this fall's program as long as he 
meets the May·l, registration deadline. 

The following are two paragraphs from that letter: "According to information 
provided by Cal State Long Beach, the total fees for a single student for the 
1988 - 1989 academic year were estimated at approximately $1,330. This includes 
university fees, books and supplies; and it presumes that the student would be 
living off campus. Father estimates that his monthly living expenses in the 
south bay area would be in the area of $1,500. This presumes that he would be 
enrolled as a full-time student meaning that he would not have a source of income 
through employment during the two year program that he is envisioning. 
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·.· Re-;. Rev. Patrick Roemer 
Page 2. 

Thus, the total costs over the period of two years (not taking into account cost 
of living increases, etc.) would be approximately $38,660. 

Were Father to have to undertake this program as a part-time student, there would 
be a significant escalation in the university fees; and the program would take 
a significantly longer period of time to complete." 

These are his dreams. The present reality of the situation is that Fr. Roemer has 
a debt of over $19.000, as of December 31, 1988. Almost $11.000 of this is owed 
to Dr. REDACTED . his therapist who charges $95.00 for each weekly visit. Then 
he has borrowed $8.000 from his mother and aunt. That figure does not reflect the 
5.3% interest on $3.000, 11.5% on $2.000 and 5.5% on the remaining $3.000. On top 
of this his present job will end on June 30, 1989 and neither will he have any 
insurance coverage. 

In fairness to him, we would agree that his living expenses are not exorbitant, 
for example his monthly rent is only $270. From the records he shared with us, it 
appears that he keeps his expenses to a minimum. 

In evaluating Fr. Roemer's needs it would be our recommendation that the Archdiocese 
help him to retire the debt, which by now is probably in the neighborhood of $20.000. 
Secondly, we do not consider his educational proposal as being realistic and would 
therefore recommend instead that the Archdiocese exercise its influence in helping 
him find a job that would meet his needs. 

Thirdly, we recommend that the Archdiocese pay him a monthly salary of about $800. 
during this transitional period. This is based on his current monthly expenses 
which he shared with us. Fourthly, we recommend that the Archdiocese give him 
Insurance coverage until he procures a job that will give him coverage. 

We hope Archbishop that this input will be helpful to you in reaching a decision 
in this difficult matter. Assuring you of our willingness to be of any further help 
and with best wishes, we remain 

Sinc;,efely yours, _ 
REDACTED 

RcuA~Jcu ~EDACTED 

REDACTED:OACTED 

.I 
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( ) · _ lse·- review, , then, SENit • youl!: '-,_I.IP.I'I~JJ•r•t' 
( ) P ease. rev1 ew~ ~hew fiLE~... __ _ . 

( ) 
( )· 
( ) 
( ) 

( ) 

·%:·~';· ·' •. !1 '. ·r· . 

Please handlr this uttu<enttrel~i- .: . 
Please- answe~t senct copy: of letter. tO' •'-~~;·--, -
Please wr1t•-atrep1)tfOJ" II.J s1g,t_atu,.. ·· · · · 
FoJ" YO\IP.'" 1nfbf"'llatt~·1::·-;,_+ .. 
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··~,-, --·.r ,, 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: ____ ~A~p~r~i.l_.2~6~·~1~9~8~9~---------

FROM: ____ ~M~oo~s~'··g~n~o~r-·~C~n~·r·r~¥---------

TO: ____ ~A·r~c~b~b~j~sb~o~p~M~a~h~own~y-------

RE: ____ ~Pua~t~R~o~e~m~e.r ____________ _,_ 

,REDACTED J . ____ _ sent copies of his letter to you to REDACTED 
and myself, and we both think the recommendations are reasonable 
and generous. 

We would advise going with these recommendations, but with the 
stipulation that the monthly salary be for a six-month period 
and that we all evaluate the situation at the end of that t1me. 

In the past, REDACTED has indicated that the Archdiocese, by 
way of members of the Finance Council, might well be able to 
find a job, and with your permission I will pursue this with 

REDACTED 

Unless you wish to do so, neitherREDACTED nor I think it necessary_ 
for you to meet with Pat Roemer again, and we will be very · 
willing to handle the matter if that is your wish. 

REDACTED 

cc: REDACTED ~EDACTED 

RCALA 008387 

-~ 

CCI 003228 



ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

(213) 251-3200 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) 251·3214 

April 28, 1989 

REDACTED 
Archdiocese of San Francisco 
Tribunal 
445 Church street 
San Francisco, CA 94114-1799 

Dear REDACTED 

Thank you for your letter of April 18, 1989. 

REDACTED ~EDACTED and FatherREDACTED have, I believe, submitted 
their repor~ ~o Arcnbishop Mahony recently. 

Thus the Archdiocese will be in contact with you and Father Patrick 
Roemer very soon. 

With personal best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(Rev. Msqr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

REDACTED 
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Office of the Archbishop 

Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED 

Dear Patric.k: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3288 

April 29, 1989 

REDACTED ~EDACTED and Father REDAGTI=n h.::mo '"""'"''"''"+"'r~ +-_ 0 me 
on their meeting of March 13 with you and REDACTED 
Based on the report of that meeting, I am writing you with the follow­
ing suggestions as to how the Archdiocese can be of assistance to you: 

Although the report states you would like to pursue a degree course,_ 
I do not think it feasible for the Archdiocese to support you in such 
a venture. Rather, I strongly recommend that you seek employment by 
which you will be able to support yourself. In the event that you 
find it difficult to locate a job, the Archdiocese will be willing to 
work with you in this matter and to solicit the assistance of business 
people who are involved in the affairs of the Archdiocese. 

During the period in which you are seeking employment, the Archdiocese 
will be willing to assist you in the amount of $800 per month and to 
have you covered by the Archdiocesan health insurance. I propose such 
an arrangement for a six-month period, after which we would evaluate 
your situation. 

The report also states that you are currently in debt as a result of 
therapy and having to borrow money from family members. To assist 
you, the Archdiocese will be willing to pay off this debt, which I 
understand is currently about $20,000. 

I hope these suggestions will be of help to you and look forward to 
hearing from you soon. I am aware that you had hoped to return to 
ministry, but as I emphasized to you previously, I do not see how that 
would be possible and I continue to advise you to petition the Holy 
Father for your return to the lay state. Again, I cannot stress too 
highly the importance of your finding a position that will enable you 
to support yourself and settle into a regular pattern of life. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 
cc: 
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I, 

DATE: April 29, 1989 

FROM: Monsi.jl.or Curry 
').!.~ 

TO: Archbfshop Mahony 

RE: Pat Roemer 

Attached is draft of a letter to Pat Roemer. On reflection, I 
propose that the letter come from you. 

Please let me know if it needs any additions or corrections. 
I did check with: REDACTED about the possibility, or: finding· 
employment and he is optimistic about that'. · '· 

~·; . ~ "· .. 
I am returninq the original letter to you fro~- REDACTED 
and REDACTED as you may need it for your rep:L.~,t:.~f tnem. 
think they did a· really fine job on this. · · 

I 

·', 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORN lA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3288 

Office of the Archbishop May 1, 1989 

MEMORANDUM 

1Q: Msgr. Thomas Curry 

FROM: ~rchbishop Roger Mahony 

SUBJECT: PATRICK ROEMER 

While I agree with the general approach, I feel strongly--maybe 
too strongly!--that something needs to be said clearly in this letter about_ 
the background of the case. 

I believe that reference needs to be made to the extraordinarily 
serious actions of Pat, the enormous monies the AD paid out for his 
attorneys, the large sums we had to pay the families, etc. 

Following this brief overview summary, I then think the focus 
should be on his getting a job--a real job. We should indicate that the 
Church has already spent enormous sums of money getting him ~ 
professional career already, and he blew it. The Church carries no such 
obligation to now prepare him through schooling for another career. 

I know this sounds a bit harsh, but I believe that our letter 
(since it will be the first such written word to him) should recap some of 
the history in order to place the proper cont~xt. 

THANKS SO VERY MUCH FOR REVIEWING MY IDEAS--I WOULD WELCOME THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS ALL OF THIS WITH YOU! 
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Dear Patrick: 

REDACTED 
~EDACTED _ , an9n ¥qther JRED~CTED have repc:rte~ to me 

on their meeting of March 13.'llith you and Fte£ ).REDA<;::TED _ _ 
Based on this report, I hop~the Archdiocese i1fbe able to assist 
you to become truly i.ndependent and self-su orting. 

Became of the extraordinary seriousness of your actions in the past, 
I do not believe you could ever be appointed to a position of 
priestly ministry in this Archdiocese, _and_neither could I recommend 
you to anotherl}iocese. My understand1ng lS ~hat you have.taken ~our 
therapy very seriously and have made substant1~l pro~ress 1n deal1ng 
with the problems in your own life that have g1ven r1se to the 
present difficulties, and I am very thankful for this and will 
continue to hope and pray for your continued recovery. 

However, your actions have had a devastating impact on numerous 
people, and the effects of these actions will remain with them for 
the duration of their lifetimes. Without making any judgment on your 
own present recovery, the Church must be aware of the feelings and 
sentiments of all those who know of your past. To restore you to a 
position of priestly ministry would be to invite a continuing 
reminder to the people who were immediately involved of what was a 
very bitter experience, and to a much wider audience of what was a 
terribly painful episode in the Church community. I raise these 
matters not to accuse you again about incidents that had a disastrous 
effect on your own life, but to state something that pertains very 
much lo bot~ your and our responsibilities to our Catholic people in 
this ocalEnurch. 

As the Archdiocese seeks to ascertain your real needs for the 
future, I believe we need to carry on our discussions within a 
context of understanding of what has already taken place. To date, 
the lawyers' fees amount to a figure in the region of $60,000. 
Because of your actions, the Archdiocese was exposed to grave civil 
liability and has already reached settlements involving substantial 
sums of money with a number of people. While the details of these 
settlements are protected by confidentiality, the Archdiocese has 
been advised that our exposure to liability is not yet complete, and 
that there are possibly others who may come forward. 

At this stage, I would like to emphasize my strong conviction that 
your should seek employment with a view to being able to support 
yourself adequately and completely. Although the report from 
REDAC}"ED REDACTED and FathelREDA_c::rEo_ states that you would like to 
pursue a degree course, I do not wish to commit the Archdiocese to 
such a venture. Rather, I wish to see you devote your full attention 
to seeking employment. To this end, the Archdiocese would be 
willing, if necessary, to seek the advice of business people who are 
involved in the affairs of the Archdiocese. 

During the period in which you are seeking employment, the 
Archdiocese will be willing to assist you in the amount of $800 per 
month and to have you covered by the Archdiocesan health insurance. 
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I propose such an arrangement for a six-month period, after which we 
would both evaluate your situation. 

The report from REDAC~ED REDACTED and FatherREDACTED 3.lso states that 
you are currently in debt as a result of therapy and having to borrow 
money from family members. To assist you, the Archdiocese will be · 
willing to pay off this debt, which I understand is currently about 
$20,000. 

I hope these suggestions will be of help to you and look forward to 
hearing from you soon. 

This payment is by way of a gift to you, and implies no other liability past, 
present, or future. The Archdiocese would not be in a position to assume any 
other bills which you might incur in the future. 
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TOt ··Archbishop Mahony ,,· 

CCI 003235 



REDACTED 

Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED 

Dear Patrick: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 

1 531 WEST NINTH STREET 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 

(21 J) 251-3288 

May 17, 1989 

Monsignor ,REDACTED J and Father REDACT_ED : have reported to me 
on their meeting of March 13, 1989 with you and Father REDACTED 
Based on this report, t hope the Archdiocese of Los Angeles will be 
able to assist you to become truly independent and self-supporting. 

Because of the extraordinary seriousness of your actions in the past, 
I do not believe you could ever be appointed to a position of priestly 
ministry in this Archdiocese, and neither could I recommend you to 
another Diocese. My understanding is that you have taken your therapy 
very seriously and have made substantial progress in dealing with the 
problems in your own life that have given rise to the present 
difficulties, and I am very thankful for this and will continue to 
hope and pray for your continued recovery. 

However, your actions have had a devastating impact on numerous 
people, and the effects of these actions will remain with them for 
the duration of their lifetimes. Without making any judgment on your 
own present recovery, the Church must be aware of the feelings and 
sentiments of all those who know of your past. To restore you to a 
position of priestly ministry would be to invite a continuing reminder 
to the people who were immediately involved of what was a very bitter 
experience, and to a much wider audience of what was a terribly 
painful episode in the Church community. I raise these matters not 
to accuse you again about incidents that had a disastrous effect on 

RCALA 008395 

your own life, but to state something that pertains very much to both 
your and our responsibilities to our catholic people in this Local Church. 

As the Archdiocese seeks to ascertain your real needs for the future, 
I believe we need to carry on our discussions within a context of 
understanding of what has already taken place. To date, the lawyers' 
fees amount to a figure in the region of $60,000. Because of your 
actions, the Archdiocese was exposed to grave civil liability and has 
already reached settlements involving substantial sums of money with a 
number of people. While the details of these settlements are protected 
by confidentiality, the Archdiocese has been advised that our exposure 
to liability is not yet complete, and that there are possibly others 
who may come forward. 
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• 
Patrick Roemer --2 

At this stage, I would like to emphasize my strong conviction that 
you should seek employment with a view to being able to support 
yourself adequately and completely. Although the report from 

REDACTED REDACTED and REDACTED states that you would like to 
pursue a degree course, I do not wish to commit the Archdiocese to 
such a venture. Rather, I wish to see you devote your full attention 
to seeking employment. To this end, the Archdiocese would b~ willing, 
if necessary, to seek the advice of business people who are ~nvolved 
in the affairs of the Archdiocese. 

During the period in which you are seeking employment, the Archdiocese 
will be willing to assist you in the amount of $800 per month and to 
have you covered by the Archdiocesan health insurance. I propose such 
an arrangement for a six-month peripd, after which we would both 
evaluate your situation. 

The report from ~fRnEoAcfED_ _ ___ and FatherREDACTED also states that 
you are currently in debt as a result of therapy and having to borrow 
money from family members. To assist you, the Archdiocese will be 
willing to pay off this debt, which I understand is currently about 
$20,000. 

This payment is by way of a gift to you, and implies no other 
liability past, present, or future. The Archdiocese would not be in 
a position to assume any other bills which you might incur in future. 

Si 

+ 

suggestions will be of help to you and look forward to 
you soon. 

s in Christ, 

cc: Rev. REDACTED 
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Office of the Archbishop 

P.:~t-rirk HnPrnP.r 
REDACTED 

Dear Patrick: 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELE·s 
1531 WEST NINTH_ STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALl FORN lA 900 l 5-l 19 4 
(21 3) 251-3288 

e -- -· -
ce:. v !) 1 i , ~~· 

May 17, 1989 

REDACTED REDACTED and Father REDAC_TED have reported to me 
on their meeting of March 13, 1989 with you and Father REDAC~Eo ~ J 

- Based on this report, I hope the Archdiocese of Los Angeles will be 
able to assist you to become truly independent and self-supporting. 

Because of the extraordinary seriousness of your actions in the pait, 
I do not believe you could ever be appointed to a position of priestly 
ministry in this Archdiocese, and neither could I recommend you to 
another Diocese. My understanding is that you have taken your therapy 
very seriously and have made substantial progress in dealing with the 
problems in your own life that have given rise to the present 
difficulties, and I am very thankful for this and will continue to 
hope and pray for your continued recovery. 

However, your actions have had a devastating impact on numerous 
people, and the effects of these actions will remain with them for 
the·duration of their lifetimes. Without making any judgment on your 
own present recovery, the Church must be aware of the feelings and 
sentiments of all those who know of your past. To restore you to a 
position of priestly ministry would be to invite a continuing reminder 
to the people who were immediately involved of what was a very bitter 
exp~rience, and to a much wider audience of what was a terribly 
painful episode in the Church community. I raise these matters not 
to accuse you again about incidents that had a disastrous effect on 

RCALA 008401 

your own life, but to state something that pertains very much to both 
your and our responsibilities to our Catholic people in this Local Church. 

As the Archdiocese seeks to ascertain your real needs for the future, 
I believe we need to carry on our discussions within a context of 
understanding of what has already taken place. To date, the lawyers' 
fees amount to a figure in the region of $60,000. Because of your 
actions, the Archdiocese was exposed to grave civil liability and has 
already reached settlements involving substantial sums of money with a 
number of people. While the details of these settlements are protected 
by confidentiality, the Archdiocese has been advised that our exposure 
to liability is not yet complete, and that there are possibly others 
who may come forward. 
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Roemer --2 

At this stage, I would like to emphasize my strong conviction that 
you should seek employment with a view to being able to support \ 
yourself adequately and completely. Although the report from 

REDACTED IEDACTED and Father R~g~CJED states that you would like to l.i 
pursue a degree course, I do not wish to commit the Archdiocese to 
such a venture. Rather, I wish to see you devote your full attention 
to seeking employment. To this end, the Archdiocese would be willing, 
if necessary, to seek the advice of business people who are involved 
in the affairs of the Archdiocese. 

During the period in which you are seeking employment, the Archdiocese 
will be willing to assist you in the amount of $800 per month and to 
have you covered by the Archdiocesan health insurance. I propose such 
an arrangement for a six-month period, after which we would both 
evaluate your situation. 

The report from REDACTE_D REDACTED and Father REDACTED also states that 
you are currently in debt as a result of therapy and having to borrow 
money from family members. To assist you, the Archdiocese will be 
willing to pay off this debt, which I understand is currently about 
$20,000. 

This paymerit is by way of a gift to you, and implies no other 
liability past, present, or future. The Archdiocese would not be in 
a position to assume any other bills which you might incur in future. 

Si 

cc: REDACTED 

suggestions will be of help to you and look forward to 
you soon. 

s in Christ, 
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•' THE ARCHDIOCESJf SAN FRANCISCO 

PASTORAL CENTER 

THE 'TRIBUNAL 

445 CHuRCH STREET, SAN FRANOSCO, CAUFORNIA 94114-1799 (415) 565-3690 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

May 18, 1989 

I am writing with regard to the petition which Reverend D. 
Patrick Roemer and I have placed before you concerning his 
support. This letter is prompted by the fact that over two 
months have nassed since our meeting with your representatives, 

REDACTED EDACTED and Reverend REDACTED 

When I wrote Monsignor Curry last month inquiring into the 
status of our petition, he stated his belief .that REDACTED 

REDACTED and Father Curry's report had been received by you and 
that the Archdiocese would be in touch with Father Roemer and 
myself soon. 

While acknowledging the demands which are made on your time, 
I wish to stress that the continuing delay is most difficult for 
Father Roemer in his present circumstances; an~, therefore, my 
purpose in writing is to request as expeditious a decision in 
this matter as possible. /.f . // _,.,/""! .A' 

REDACTED 

cc: Reverend D. Patrick Roemer 

RCALA 008403 
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THE ARCHDIOCE.F SAN FRANCISCO 

PASTORAL CENTER 

THE TRIBUNAL 

445 CHURCH STREET, SAN.FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94114-1799 (415) 565-3690 

Most Reverend.Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

May 20, 1989 

In view of my letter of May 18, I am writing to confirm the 
fact that both Father Roemer and I have received your letter 
dated May 17, 1989. 

We will be responding to your let~r shortJ¥. 
REDACTED 

cc: Reverend D. Patrick Roemer 
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,. ... THE ARCHDIOCE.F SAN FRANCISCO 

PASTORAL CENTER 

THETRmUNAL 

445 CHURCH STREET, SAN FRANOSCO, CAUFORNIA 94114-1799 (415) 565-3690 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90015-1194 

Dear Archbishop Mahony, 

May 25, 1989 

Father Roemer and I have examined the decision which you 
have made in the matter of the petition which we presented to you 
in July of 1988 regarding his maintenance and support. Both he 
and I feel that your letter of May 17, 1989, presents a decision 
which resolves many of the difficulties which Father Roemer has 
been experiencing. 

At the outset we wish to express our appreciation for your 
willingness to enter seriously into a process resulting in a 
pastoral response to the concerns which were brought to your 
attention. We are sensitive to the concerns which you have 
raised in your letter, and it is also our wish not to create 
further difficulties for those whose lives have been affected by 
this situation. 

Father Roemer is prepared to accept your decision; however, 
there are two points which are a matter of concern to us and 
which we wish to present to you in this letter in the hope that 
you will consider them and possibly emend the decision which you 
have made. 

we are grateful to the Archdiocese for pledging to provide 
Father Roemer assistance in his search for suitable employment 
which will allow him to support himself adequately and 
completely. Since he has experienced difficulty in finding 
employment in the Atascadero area, the assistance of these 
business persons will prove most valuable. 

It is of concern to us, however, whether or not it will be 
possible for Father Roemer to find suitable employment in the six 
month period of time which you present in your letter. Although 
he intends to undertake this pursuit seriously and actively, his 
present status and situation will create difficulties for him in 
this search. 

It is our hope that the evaluation which you speak of at the 
end of six months will leave open the possibility of extending 
his support should he have been unable to find suitable 
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... 

Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
May 25, 1989 

Page 2 

employment even with the assistance and advice of the persons 
whom you refer to. 

A second concern focuses on the amount of monthly assistance 
which you are offering Father Roemer during this period. We 
acknowledge with gratitude the fact that the Archdiocese will pay 
the $20,000 indebtedness which Father has incurred since 1981; 
however, we are concerned that the amount of $800 which you are 
proposing will not be sufficient for him to meet the monthly 
expenses that he will encounter in the Los Angeles area and may 
well result in his entering into a new period of indebtedness. 

It is our presumption that you have arrived at the amount of 
$800 based upon the financial summaries which were provided to 
REDACTED ~EDACTED and Father REDACTED These sunnnaries presented 
the living expenses which Father Roemer has experienced while 
living in Atascadero. Since he will be moving to the Los Angeles 
area, this will have an impact on his monthly living expenses. 

The cost of living in Los Angeles is significantly higher 
than that of Atascadero; and Father Roemer's housing and 
transportation expenses will increase significantly due to his 
move to Los Angeles. We are, therefore, concerned that the 
amount which you have proposed will not be sufficient for him to 
meet these higher living expenses. 

We are asking that you consider adjusting your offer taking 
this move into consideration; and we would recommend that an 
amount of $1500 per month would be more realistic considering the 
present cost of living in the Los Angeles area. In making this 
request, Father Roemer would be willing to keep records of his 
expenses for accounting purposes during the period in which the 
Archdiocese is assisting him. 

While it was disappointing to us that you did not deem it 
proper to assist Father in a program of education which would 
make available a much wider range of employment possibilities, we 
again do feel that your decision is a pastoral resolution of many 
of the difficulties which Father Roemer has been experiencing 
since his remuneration was discontinued in 1981; and we do again 
express our gratitude for the assistance which you are offering. 
It is our hope that you will consider favorably the emendation 
which we are proposing and will include ~e concerns which we 
have presented in this letter. ~ 

si/,.cerk_ youh:'G Cl)¢st, 
REDACTED 

cc: Reverend D •. Patrick Roemer 
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( ) 
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( ) 
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( ) 
( ) 

( ) 

Please handle this matter entirely 
Please answer; send copy of letter to me 
Please. write.a,reply for. my signature 
For your information: 

~ '. : 

........ 

Pl~ase XEROl ancl send copy/copieac to:._ .. ---~....-..~-------
.·,. ... · 

original to fil• 
original bact. to_,, 
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1 DATE: June 20, 1989 

FROM: Monsignor Curry 

TO: Archbishop Mahony' 

RE: Rev. Patrick Roemer 

I discussed the attached letter with REDACTED , and we both 
agree that $1500 per month would probably be a more realistic 
figure while Pat is getting settled in Los Angeles. 
I can also ask REDACTED to go ahead and contact some business 
people with a view• ;to finding a position for him. 

I do think we can make it clear to Pat that we will continue to 
evaluate the situation, but that our expectation is that he will 
get settled very quickly. 

Please let me know if you wish me to draft a response. 

RCALA 008409 
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Office of the Archbishop 

June 21, 1989 
REDACTED 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CAUFORNIA 90015-1194 
(213) 251-3288 

The Archdiocese of San Francisco 
The Tribunal 
445 Church Street 
San'Francisco, CA 94114-1799 

Dear Father REDACTED 

-.,' . 

Thank you for your letter of May 25, 1989 regarding Patrick ~ 
Roemer. After careful consideration, I do agree that the 
Archdiocese will be willing to pay Patrick $1500 per month 
while he is seeking employment. As indicated in my letter 
to him of May 17, we see this as an arrangement of support 
for a six-month period, after which we would both evaluate 
the situation. 

While I wish to assist Patrick during the time in which he is 
seeking employment, I also want to stress the importance of 
his seeking to make himself independent as soon as possible. 
Therefore, while we will continue to evaluate the situation, 
I hope he will be able to establish himself before the end 
of the six-month period. 

As I also mentioned, the Archdiocese will be willing to assist 
with seeking employment, and if Patrick wishes us to make some 
contacts to thi~ end, I would appreciate it if he could let 
us know his ·schedule, when he would be available, etc. · 

I look forward very much to seeing Patrick settled and self­
supporting, wish him well in this endeavor, and anticipate 
hea · g from you in the near future. 

Si 

+ 

cc: Patrick Roemer 
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Education: 

Dona Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED 

M.A.T. (cand.), Masters in Applied Theology, University of California, 
Berkeley, (Graduate Theological Union), November, 1981. 
Loyola-Marymount University, Los Angeles, (Theological upate), June, 
1978-November, 1981. · 
B.A., Philosophy, St. John's College, Camarillo, CA., June 1966. 

Exnerience: 
12/85-present 

4/83-12/85 

5/31-4/83 

6/73-1/31 

Atascadero State Hospital 
P. J. Box A. 
Atascadero, CA. 93423 
Ward 28: Sex Offender Treatment Project: Worked as 

psychiatric technician (pre-licensed) ?roviding di­
rect therapy for clients on an individual basis. Co­
clinician with psychologist for Core Treatment group 
employing "relapse prevention'' model. Co-taught sex 
education courses with ward nurse and intervened with 
crisis counseling when needed. Directed weekly lei­
sure skill group. Provided weekly individual sessions 
using relapse prevention.'"tools" for clients with .sex 
and alcohol dependency problems. Also wrote weekly 
and monthly progress reports for ward treatment team. 

Ward 10: Program for patients "Incompetent to Stand 
Trial." Member of treatment team to provide basic 
level of care for patients. Provided individual and 
group sessions to restore patient's competency in 
court setting. vlorked as teacher in basic hygiene, . 
and supervised recreation groups on ward. 

Southern California Renewal Communities 
2810 Artesia Blvd., 
Redondo Beach, CA. 90278 
Vlorked as bookstore assistant manager: Responsible 

for book orders, customer services, public rglations, 
and served as liaison with local businesses. Also 
directed tape of the month club and wrote f':: :- C0n:Ja-

ny magazine. 
Atascadero State H0spital 
P. - ·). Box A, 
Atascadero, CA. 93423 
Professional Library: /larked as clerk ~nd research li­
brarian in specialized topics for hospital professional 
staff. Provided data filing, record keeping services, 
and periodical updatings. 
St. Paschal's Parish 
155 E. Janss Road 
Thousand Oaks, CA. 91360 
Associate Pastor: Worked as religious education direc-

tor for adult, youth and elementary age programs. 

* Addendum: My present work on this program also involves presenti~~ 
an "assertive skills" class/group for clients which involves the:-:1 ;_:: 
ide .ntifying particular needs and getting them met positively. It 
als~ functi::ms as a basic communications group. 
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6/74-6/78 

5/70-6/74 

?ravided pastoral care, as chaplain, for area region­
al medical center. Taught teacher-training f0r adults. 
Gave individual counseling for parish clients and pro­
vided for sacramental needs, including marriage prepa­
ration classes and marital counseling. Worked as mem­
ber of retreat team for youth/family encounters. 

San Roque Parish 
325 Argonne Circle, 
Santa Barbara, CA. 93105 
Associate Pastor: Worked as county Religious Education Di­

rector, providing teacher training workshops and parent 
education sessions. Provided chaplain services to Ju­
venile Hall and county jail. Administered city inter­
parish adult education program and directed theological 
update sessions for local pastors. Taught at elementary 
and high school levels, and worked as chaplain at Dever­
eaux School for Developmentally Disabled children and 
youth and at 3anta Barbara City College. 

St. Raphael's P~rish 
5444 Hollister Avenue, 
Santa Barbara, CA. 93111 

RCALA 00841.2 

Associate Pastor: Provided basic sacramental and pastoral 
services to parishioners. Taught adult education-up­
date classes and teacher training for children. Orga­
nized summer day camp for children of~one parent homes. 
Chaplain at St. Vincent's School for Developmentally­
Disabled youth and provided retreats for teachers and 
students. Worked with pastoral team in parent education 
"in home" groups and worked as community hospital chap­
lain. Provided individual counseling for persons in cri­
sis and hosted seminars. 
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Pat ~oe:rner 
Volunteer information/ experience. 

1986-89: 
AIDS Support Network, 3an Luis Cbispo County: 
Responsibility: Teacher-Trainer for volunteers in the "buddy system" 
approach to client care. Pastoral Care/Spiritual outreach chairman. 

Hosnice: .3an Luis :Jbispo County: 
Certified grief counselor for both personal and group issues. Be­
reavement problems and assistance- on call for assistance as needed, 

3scuela del Rio, Atascadero - dayschool f.:Jr developmentally disabled 
adults- assistant teacher. 

Casa de Vida, San Luis Obispo: - residential home for developmentally 
disabled adults- assistant teacher/caretaker. (Part of training as 
a psychiatric technician.) 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

July 7,.1989 
.. 

REDACTED 
. ····. 

.• 

Monsignor Thomas Curry 

Patrick Roemer 

First of all, let me apologize to you for not sending you some 
background on this case. I realize Pat called you yesterday, and you.~­
knew only what I had mentioned to you in conversation.· .. Sorry. I hate 
to be put in that kind of position myself. ~.. .:."· .... ·. 

~ . :--: ., : 
: ~ ...... ' 

Pat was born in Oxnard in 1944, so he will. be ·45 tllis yoar. , He::'·· · , . , 
attended st. John's camarillo, and was ordained in'-1970.> He served.>:·· 
as associate pastor in several parishes in the Santa Barbara Region~~~;.~ 
and did very well. In his . last par ish, St. Paschal, Thousand· Oaks'· :1 ;.t: ~­
he was extremely popular, especially for his work with the youth.:;_·;:,"~';' 

· ~·:>·: · ··· , ... ~.. ·· ··.P.~; _. ... · .... '~,a~~-ii8·:·;,· .. ~·t:-~J~r. .. 
In early 1981, however, he was arrested for child molestation.·.:.' On· 
his arrest, he indicted himself completely by gi~ing a confession to 
the arresting officer.· Because the administratorof.the--pat!sh had 

RCALA 008415 

been warned by a parent of Pat's behavior and had <not done anything '"···-'· .·: 
about it, the Archdiocese has settled with.ia'hUll'lb4t~J'of· children an(~:.... :: ... · · 
their families •.. The settlement is secret t'~t~:ther~maY, wel_l;': be •. ~, · 
other claims. · ':';@~fi.f:;~~;~:t~~;~Q;k;;,;:);;~/> ·, .·. 
Pat was tried and sentenced to ten years in,. Stat~' p~i~~n. :\Beca~se·;~f · 
the presence of a parents' group opposed to child:abuse;·in·the > .. )< .... 
Thousand Oaks area;. the ·case got great· publl~~ tytfy:t~; ... "~~i]\,:,·~~~/:\~It/~;,· . 
He served a numbet- of years and was released on p4r0le. Since .-,his 1 ~> 
release, he has not been able to settle '1nto a stable" job ;:#ijPart.3o£ ~C .· 
the reason was, .l think, that he was hoping; to be.able';;to,-·return to'~ 

. th4! active pdl!sthood at ·some time. He also stayed,'in1the·'Ataacadero 
ared.'worJting in eounseling with prisoners. However/he 
likely never be able to get a state license. and thit-i!s · ·'!! 
fru~~\ll~line of_ work :for him to be pursuin~_·· ''C:,:;:',:~H, .. ·.·.· .. ,· .· · ...... ··. _··:·· .. : ;.':J 
Archbishop Mahony has made it clear to him:that he ·can fieV'er · .· ,'~~ .-.. "<<~~> 
serve as a priest here and that we couid not':reeon,mepd:h.it!ir~to.,anot.Jte~t ... , ·. 'P~i~;~> 
diocese. we are helping;·him to make a. trana~~~cUttin~h.iaHli~e~~4:·~~;~ ·~·l·:··;~·::~·<:)J 
encouraging him strongly to seek laiciza. tiont•.~•."ha.•.·Ja~Jtedf_lt~,th.e~.J·:1:~~~~;;,'.):~_-t_·.;> 
Archdiocese would send him back to school to .be·::trained for,·.llfiOther.;f .. :t..: :, •. -:/: .h~>:" 
profession, and the. Archdiocese is not. will~~~~~i~~!rt.h~~.,.. · "·· · ·.~~~r·:'!·· :·::~W.?~ 

,!f,)'·•'/••·4;!c.:•·.o.;."~~?'~'·'' 'i·' . • ·l '· . '!'i; ::;J 

We have received very good accounts from the-"therapistt'he.:is •· .. ~'1'~--~~·c"' ::;;>:~ 
attending, and I have· reason to belieV'a he has DIS.de .. v~rr:~significant-- ,.,.' 
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progress in his life. However, because this disease is so deep 
rooted, we do not know that a person is ever cured. 

Pat is a very talented person. He should be good in sales or 
management. Obviously we would not recommend him for a job that 
involved working with minors. 

I do hope this background will be helpful, and please let me know if 
I can give you any more information. 

Many thanks for all your help. 
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ARC H,D I 0 C ESE 0 F l 0 S ANGElES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-119-4 

(213) 251-3200 

OFFICE OF VICAR FOR CLERGY 
(213) 251-3284 

July 12, 1989 

Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED 

Dear Pat: 

Enclosed is the first check for $1500. Remaining checks 
will be sent directly to you on the first of each month 
beginning August 1. 

In reviewing the files, I do not find a recent letter to 
you and just do not remember what I was referring to in 
our phone conversation. However, I have been in contact 
with REDACTED and he told me he is aware of you and is 
planning to contact you soon. 

You will be covered under the Archdiocesan Health Plan 
effective July 14, 1989, and I am in process of requesting 
a check to cover your debts, as mentioned in the Archbishop's 
letter of May 17. 

I hope this will answer your questions for the moment. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further 
questions, however. 

Sincerely yours, · 

(Rev. Msgr.) Thomas J. Curry 
Vicar for Clergy 

Enclosure 
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·•r',·.;·j~-. ll"i". ~,., 

Rev. Msgr. Thomas Curry 
Vicar for the Clergy 
1530 West Ninth St. 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90015-1194 

Dear Mon~ignor Curry; 

Julv 1'3. 1989. 
REDACTED 

Lwould like to acknowledge receipt of your letter of .July 12, 1989. 
I am grateful that I received the check for $1500.00, and understand 
that remaining checks will be sent directly to me on the first of 
each month beginning August 1st. 

I realize that you also have been in contact wi thR_~_D_Ac:;!~D_ and that 
he will contact me soon. <I"appreciate this since I need to drive down 
in the Los Angeles:...Orange 1,Gounty-area ;to J.,ool for suitable places to 
rent as soon as possible • . ... ":: 

REDACTED 
REDACTED , anci that you are in process of request-
ing a check to cover my debts~ 

Thanks very much for all.-~qur assistance, and I will be in contact 
with you again if· I have' i;ny: further qu,esft;:iotl,§; 

\ ·"- •• ~ .... ,.,;J--. '\. ' ••'• l 

Sincerely Yours, ... 
·~ ' ' ·~ 

Pat Roemer 

' 

i 
.. ~ 
-~ 
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Office of the Archbishop 

REDACTED 

The Tribunal 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
1531 WEST NINTH STREET 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90015-1194 
(21 3) 251-3288 

July 17, 1989 

Archdiocese of San Francisco 
445 Church Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

Dear REDACTED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

I wish to acknowledge your letter of June 30, 1989 in which you accept the final decision and 
plans which I have offered in the case of D. Patrick Roemer. 

However, unless you possess power of attorney for D. Patrick Roemer, I must ask that Patrick 
send me a letter of his own composition and with his signature in which he accepts the details of 
our plan and final decision. This is necessary for both canonical and civil requirements. 

Thanking you for your assistance in this matter, and looking forward to its final and happy 
conclusion, I am 

cc: D. Patitck Roemer 
Monsi~~Thomas Curry 

REDACTED 
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Most Reverend Roger Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
1531 West .::anth street 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90015-1194 

Dear Archbishop Mahony: 

REDACTED 

July 24, 1989. 

I am very grateful for your letters of both.June"21 and May 17 
in which you dstail your plan of assistance to. me,.and your fi-
nal decision. ·· 

I accept your plan and decisions which include the payment of 
~1500.00 per month until I find a job, and the payment of my 
debts in the amount of $20,000.00. 

The above-mentioned letters also spoke of the• Archdiocese being 
willing to assist me with seeking employment. I have already 
followed through with this, and am meeting with REDACTED 
towards this particular end. ' 

. _, 

A!i=ain,- I. thank Y?U for your assistance· it:l ~e ar~a:;of~ my "get­
tJ.ng on Wl. th my lJ.fe .... May all be well wJ.:th ·you J.n-all your 
work. 

Sincerely and Gratefu;lly; .. ~, ~ ; .;;.. 

ij.~~ ~-~-~~-·~ 
~. Patrick Roemer 

;~··,,, , . .,.,. : 

~\ _ ... .,.,_ ·~ . ~ : 
·'- •' 

~ t . 
'4;. ~ ·.tl~ ·.· ~ •. '<. 

'<.··,,._ 

·'' "~ " , ... ' 
,•· 

. 
r 

... , ·. 

. :. ~r 
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.J D. e:rick Roemer 

REDACTED 
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·.. .":· ..... :- :·:.·.' .· · .. 
: .. ~<REDACTED 

·.~ -~ JO:::; ;.~:·f;:~~; 
J., .;. :~~· •• ,.· ,:::. .... , 

·· ··{· " ~"::, >L~.~~· ·.• ·' · ' . revi e-·. then SEE·· -· ·· ·· .. }. ,,.:,.~·.' . '~ ... . n'l IIAiiii. 

· ( }/. ~· .\~ '"'; rev1 eW>,. then RETURlt to me:.. · . ··.. , 
( )() . .::~~review,. then SENI> me- your. COMME!ff~·;: . 
( X) . · •· revfewlt then FILE'· · •··· · .... :;· -;: . 

( ) · Please-· handle this matter entirel~ic . 
( ) Please answer; send· copy of letter to llMt' 
( ) Please write· a reply for my signature-< 
( ) For your- information 

( Please XEROl· and. send copy/copies ta::: .. ·. 
~----~~-----------

·•··.··. 

·.~....... .. 

)~:. ortginal· to; filtf·. : , 
h .. t '· ori gj nal" back to· ~ .. , 
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REDACTED 
Archdiacese of Los Angeles 
1531 West Ninth Street 
Las Angeles, Ca. 90015 

Dear Mr. REDACTED 

:' . ' 

REDACTED 

~ctaber 16, 1939. 

This letter is t·'J report that I have faund a p0si tion with 
the United Cambodian Community, Inc., with 0ffices bnth here 
in Garden Grove and als 0 in Santa tma. I was recently h i.re<l 

- ·7 

as their ''Dasic English Skills •resting 3pec ialist." 1 .~i ve 
basic English tests t0 refugees and im!Tligrants c0mine; thr,,u,.:;h _ 
)rcm:::;e C'Junty. This p0si tion is part of a grant, and the par-· 
ticular fundin~ is C'Jmpleted this N0vember, so I do h0pe that 
it is re-funded so this positian c.-,ntinues. I find it very 
interesting since my worl~ is a s0cial service, and this field 
is what I am studyin~ at Cal state, Long Beach in the evenine;. 
~'ly salary is nearly 4>1500 per month, so my take h0me will be 
ar0und ;t-1300 which is very basically meeting my needs. 

I also w0uld ask that, if p0ssible, I could be compensated 
far 0ne m0re month, i.e. receive a chec~ an November 1. [ 
lm'1vi that this w0uld greatly assist me since payment fnr nur 
spring semester is due, book payments are due and I am ne•:r 
in my position at work. 

I appreciate the assistance I have received fram the Arch­
cli1cese thrrmgh the help nf Archbishop. r:ahrmy and y1urself. 

Very sincerely-and gratefully, 

D. Patrick Roemer 

RECEIVED 
OCT l't' 1:·; 1 

REDACTED 
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TO: Archbishop Mahony 

FROII: Monsignor Thomas Curry 

RE: Pat Roemer 

Attached is a copy of a recent letter from Pat Roemer. I have asked 
that he receive a stipend for the month of November and certainly hope 
he will be able to support himself from now on. 
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MEMORANDUM 

October 26,· 1989 

TO: MonsignorREDACTED 
CONfiDfNTIAL 

FROM: Monsignor Thomas Curry 

RE: Pat Roemer 

Attached for you information is a recent letter from Pat. I certainly 
hope he will be able to be independent from now on. 
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REDACTED 

December 18, 1989. 

The Most Reverend Roger Mahony, 
Archbishop of Los Angeles, 
1531 West Ninth Street, 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

Dear Archbishop Mahony: 

This letter is to both wish you all the blessings of this special 
season, and to let you know that I have found a position as of last 
month. 

I work as an English test specialist for the United Cambodian Commu­
nity in Orange county; they are the central intake unit for all re­
fugees coming into this area. 

I would like to thank you for tpe financial assistance you have given 
to me since I moved here in August. It has been of great benefit to 
me! 

May all that you do be blessed. 

Sincerely and Gratefully, 

(]~ 
Patrick Roemer 
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fi~~~~~~:;~1EDACTED r'vtew• ~~~. ~~U; tO··~ 
' . . .. ( . } . ew. then: SEtfl<meryQllf rnt.J.uel.l"rl!!'' 

( '/..) review, then Fit~~.; 

-::·· 

'· . . . . . ... · .. · ··. · ...... : ... f't.:~:j··.-... ~-' :.·.·· ...... 
Pleasehandle·~thi~· matte~:. eJ;l:\i,rt'f~;':>:i'ii;\f: ,~· 
Please answer; . send· cop~>o.f·'Tetter·'ti: · 
Please write; a reply for· fiiY•·· s,ignatqre:: · + 
For your informattort: ' · • · :~ . · ··· •.. ::·,;, 

': .. -·<'/:·>>· .?/-

Pleast .XEROX and. serut copy/copies.l~:·~ .· 
. . .. '3.· <· . . . . . ..,...,......__,~~~~-----
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• ~A ~rn.~n 
. ,.. ~,j ~o!F' v 
. --::··- ------ -----··----··--·-·----------_:_- -------

---------·----··· -·--·-· ...... . 

MEMORANDUM +ht~v 
----------J~-

FROM: REDACTED 

TO: 

RE: REV. DONALD P. ROEMER (PATRICK ROEMER) 

REDACTED 

REDACTED I have a DO NOT GIVE 
OUT address and you can send it over to us to try mailing it 
there. 

···--····------·---
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>~1:0~. 
. ··~.-

FROM: REDACTED . 

TO: 

FUE: Rev. Donald P. Roemer 

Yesterday. afternoon we: received;;,, a call from a .. REDACTED c:'OTED) R~DACT~D 
inquiring about. 8l•.Fr. Romer,~ AKA, "me Greai(,.P\Jmpltin" whet was atcSt., Raphael 
Church, Santa Barbara about 20 years ago -- when REDACTED · ,f!la$.4; hft was 
of grammar school age. •· ·: t . : 

REDACTED that he had knowledge of the fact that Fr. ~~~i;, :~"'ti~Stiin 
treatment at Atascadero Mental facility. He also said 11:;.;v"tur•URGEl(t•that he 

' "'f .. '· -:'I·:· . ;; ' ·~! . :. , 

When I pulled, the card and saw the notation "Sick 
and. told hillt we would return the call today:., 

REDACTED 
I. 

·.:' 
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FYI 
----------- ·--

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Mr. Patrick Roemer 
REDACTED 

Dear Patrick, 

Office of the 34l4 
Vicar for Canonical Services Wilshire 
(213) 637-7888 Boulev,ud 

February 2, 1999 

Los Angeles 
Cd\ifornia 
90010-2241 

I hope that this letter will find you in good health and spirits. Though somewhat belatedly, I pray that this 
year will be a blessed and happy one for you. 

I am writing to you at the instance of Cardinal Mahony and in my capacity as Episcopal Vicar for 
Canonical Services. As part of the responsibilities of this new position, I work to seek a pastoral and 
canonical resolution of the status of those priests of the Archdiocese that, for various reasons, have taken 
an "inactive leave" from priestly ministry. 

His Eminence has asked me to contact you so that I might encourage and assist you to prepare a petition :­
for a Dispensation from the Obligations of Priesthood to the Holy See. This seems appropriate, in view 
of the many years that you have been away from ministry, the successful adjustment that you have made 
to secular life, the state of your health, and the special circumstances that realistically would make it 
impossible for you to ever effectively engage in priestly ministry. 

Initially, all I wish to do is to meet with you, hear what has been happening in your life, and discuss your 
openness to this proposal. On the basis of our informal conversation, I would hope that we could then 
amicably work together to resolve your present canonical status. 

Consequently, I would really appreciate it ifyou would call me within the next few days so that we can 
arrange to get together by no later than March 3, 1999. We could meet either at my office or at another 
location where you might feel more comfortable. At that time, we cmitd also discuss any other question 
you might have. Please call me at the office to arrange an appointment at !REDACTED Or, if you 
prefer, you can leave a message for me on my machine at home atREDACTED 

I know that this is a difficult and perhaps even painful decision for you to ma:ke. I wish you to know that 
I will be willing to assist you in any way I can. Until we meet, you can be assured of my prayers, please 
remember me in yours. 
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Notes from phone conversation witbREDACTED [)n July 14, 1999. REDACTED 

REDACTED called the VFC asking for information regarding the time and length of 
assignment ofFr. Donald Patrick Roemar at St. Pascal Church. Dr. ,REDAcTED provided her 
with general information because Father Roemar's file was not available. 

REDACTED called back asking for specific dates. Dr. R=D_A:~=-D then inquired as to her 
interest in this information. She informed him that her stepson is claiming that Fr. 
Roemar molested him while he was at St. Pascal's. She was inquiring about dates 
because she was not sure that she believed him. She reported that he has many problems, 
includingRED~CTED He currently is blaming all of his current and past difficuhies on his 
accusation of molestation. 

REDACTED stated that this has never been reported to anyone in the church and she had 
just found out about this last year. Dr. REDAcTED informed her that he would call her back -
with the information that she requested within one week. Dr. REDAcTED also informed her 
that the archdiocese is willing to hear a complaint from her stepson if he wanted to do so. 
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His Eminence , Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010~2241 

Dear Cardinal Mahony, 

REDACTED 
4. 

Apri14,2002 

I was born in Santa Barbara in 1968. My family attended St. Raphael's Church and it 
was at that Parish that my family came to know Fr. Patrick Roemer. In approximately 
1975. my family moved to Thousand Oaks and became parishioners at St. Paschal's. 
Fr. Roemer was transferred from St. Raphael's to St. Paschal's where our friendship 
continued. I attended St. Paschal's School and was an altar boy. 

I spent numerous nights with Fr. Roemer. The occasion I remember most was a trip to a 
ranch house where we spent the night We shared a sleeping bag where we touched each 
other and he kissed me. At that age I was too confused and scared to come forth. He was 
a Priest whom I had been taught to respect and additionally a friend of my family. 

The night Fr. Roemer was arrested he had had dinner with my family and my mother was 
to take me to the rectory later that night to spend the night with him. I know he was sent 
to Atascadero State Hospital and I hope his priesthood was taken away. He had molested 
numerous boys who, like me, trusted and respected him. 

I l. h . . .REDACTED h I' . h I I h REDACTED d I k 50 . now tve ere m my mot er 1ves ere a so. · ave sons an wor to 
60 hours a week to provide for them. I coach soccer for my boys. My fatherREDACTED 

REDACTED This tragedy in my life has tormented me for approximately 20 years and I 
have not been able to talk about it. My boys have not been baptized. My mother has 
taken them to church with her at Our Lady and they express interest in attending church. 
I too want to again be a part of the Catholic Church and I have recently tried to return and 
take them with me. That attempt has made all this c~ldhood horror come flooding back 
and I have been able to talk with my mother about it to some extent for the first time. 

This childhood abu5e has caused me emotional pain for most of my life. It has tormented 
me for all these years. I blame the Archdiocese of Los Angeles for moving Fr. Roemer 
from Santa Barbara to Thousand Oaks because of accusations at St. Paschal's. That was 
the time for the cycle to be broken and many boys to be protected by the intervention of 
the Archdiocese. I hold the Church accountable for this damage to me andto many other 
boys. I need to find the professional help to put this part of my life behind me and I ask 
that the Archdiocese pay for the help that I need. I have no way to afford this help. I 

6823 

RCALA 008440 

CCI 003282 



f 
need it solved for my own peace and so that my family and I can return to the Church. I 
have not spoken with an attorney and have no intention of doing so~ I only wish to be rid 
of my own hurt. 

I would appreciate your response by 30 April. Thank you for your help. 

Sincerely yours, 

REDACTED 
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Clergy Misconduct 

Suspected Child Abuse Report 

Victim: 

Initial report: 

REDACTED Son 
Past Parishioner St. Paschal 
Thousand Oaks, Ca 

Call on 4/23/02 4:00p.m. REDACTED 

Case: REDACTED I Roemer 

Given REDACTED name & number did not want to use it. 

Victim: 10 year old boy- molested 3 times 

Place: St. Paschal Baylon Parish 

REDACTED reported that her 10 years old son was molested by Fr. Roemer in 1980's. 
He was molested by Fr. Patrick Roemer. He was molested three times. At 13 years old 
he was obsessed with karate and at 15 years old he was REDACTED and wouldn't speak. In 
the 1990's he was a violent offender and hacJREDACTED 

REDAcTED's son has been upset by the news media's reporting of the sexual abuse issues. He 
told his Mother that worse than the abuse was "what Father said during the abuse". The 
boy did not want his Mother to tell anyone about the abUse. REDACTED, s son has not told her 
specifically about the abuse or what Father said. 

REDAcTED disclosed that she and her husband divorced around the above time and she moved 
away. 

REDACTED .'s son is REDACTED He had intensive therapy 
for anger management. He has been better over the past five years. He's in contact with 
a therapist at UCLA. 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

REDACTED 

Dear REDACTED 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

May 8, 2002 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

COPY 
Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

I am profoundly sorry for the abusive treatment and betrayal of trust that was inflicted upon you 
by Father Patrick Roemer. A priest has a trusted position and any form of deception and abuse is 
intolerable. As you know, Father Roemer is no longer in ministry. 

Let me apologize for not responding by April30 as you requested. With the Cardinal's recent 
hospitalization, we have not been able to be as responsive as you and some others deserve. 

I realize that no words can remove the anger you have. You have given voice to your abusive 
experience. You have broken the silence. I pray that this very fact may contribute to your 
spiritual and emotional healing. 

The Cardinal received your letter before going to Rome for meetings with the Pope and the 
American Cardinals regarding sexual misconduct by priests. He has reflected then and now on 
the content of your letter and will incorporate this knowledge in future policy and action steps. 

Please call SisterREDACTED , our REDACTED at >REDACTED 

She will make an appointment to talk with you and will work with you to assure that you receive 
the professional therapy that will help you deal with that deep hurt of which your letter so 
powerfully speaks. 

Please accept my humble and heartfelt apology in the form ofthese few words. I pray that the 
Holy Spirit's healing power will fill and strengthen you. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

(J( 
~ 

r' 17 ~/ 
.~ L----7. ~) / 

ra1g A. Cox, J.C.D., 
lergy 

cc: SisterREDACTED 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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REDACTED 

Monsignor Craig A Cox, J.C.D. 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese ofLos Angeles 
Office of ~he Archbishop 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2241 

Dear Monsignor Cox: 

REDACTED 
-. 

May 19,2002 

I have received your letter of 8 May and am grateful for your concern and sympathy. My 
anger is buildip.g daily; it is like allowing a genie out of the bottle. I feel as though I am 
going to explode and, as I expressed earlier, I badly need help in putting this problem to 
rest. I have consulted with. an attorney who believes that I am entitled to damages 
although I don't know ifl could go through a trial. I am ashamed ofthe things that were 
done to me and don't want to proclaim them to the world. The attorney further believes, 
as I do, that getting psychiatric help is the first step. As you say, having broken my 
silence, hopefully healing is possible and I have to believe deep inside that the Church 
will do the right and moral thing. 

I explained in my earlier letter that I work 50 to 60 hours a week and there is no possible 
way that I could meet with Sister REDACTED or receive counseling in Los Angeles. Further I 
would not feel comfortable discussing my response to this problem with a woman. I 
believe that I should be able to obtain the professional help that is right for me. 

We have a psychiatrist here in REDACTED, Dr. REDACTED , who is an active, committed 
Catholic and who also has a son, and three daughters, of his own. Further he is a fine and 
capable doctor. I specifically wish for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles to pay him to give 
me the he1n T need. On vour assurance, I am sure that I could have Dr. REDACTEDbill you 
directly. REDACTED · 

Our local Priest, FatherREDACTED , would give me any spiritual help that I need but I 
do not believe that he is sufficiently trained to help me with my anger and hurt. He has 
expressed his concern for me. REDACTED REDACTED 

I hope that the Cardinal is recovering. 

1\50 ~~kJ v,~,t-

Sincerely yours, 
REDACTED 

. RCALA 008444 

·~ It 0 - rvl ~y~-...--
RFrFn/EDl . ' 

MAY 2 2 dr,z 
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REDACTED 

REDACTED 

t l . ,. 

HOUSE OF AFFIRMATION, INC. 
International Therapeutic Center for Clergy and Religious 

20 May 1981 

His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Manning, D.D., J.C.D. 
1531 W. 9th Street 
Los Angeles, California 90015 

RE: Reverend Patrick Roemer 

Your Eminence: 

This letter comes to you in reference 
to Reverend Patrick Roemer who came to the House 
of Affirmation, Montara, California for 
psychotheologica1 assessment on May 3 to May 6, 
1981. 

The evaluation consisted of a series of 
clinical interviews and a number of tests for 
neuropsychological screening and personality 
appraisal. 
REDACTED 

A usvchological interview was conducted by 
REDACTED and 

a usvchiatric interview was conducted byREDACTED 
REDACTED 

Psychological 
REDACTED 
REDAC~ED and a 
by Rev. Bernard J. 

testing was administered by 
and REDACTED 

final interview was conducted 
Bush, S.J. 
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His Eminence Timothy Cardinal l\1anning, D. D. , J. C. D. 
RE: Rev. Patrick Roemer 
20 May 1981 
Page 2 

PERSONAL AND FAMILY HISTORY 

REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Manning, D.D., J.C.D. 
20 May 1981 
Page 6 

RE: Reverend Patrick Roemer 

REDACTED 

Thank you, REDACTED , for your support of 
Father Roemer's attempts to obtain the assistance needed 
to facilitate growth and change. 

REDACTED 

Sin~P.rP.lv. 

REDACTED 

?Zo~ ' ~ev. Bernard J. Bu~ 
Regional Director 

cc: Reverend Patrick Roemer 
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State of California-He~lth and Welfare Agency 
~~ ... ,,.., "" ...... Department of Mental Heal 

REFERRAL AND REPORT 
REDACTED 

Ps_ycho 1 ogical 
Clinic Q/ Service---------=------------ (or) Person-----------------

Psychological evaluatiori Reason for Referral: ___ ____: __ __:::.__ _______________________________ _ 

Signature:--------------------

Date Dictated: 

Date Typed: r!;} 

August 9 • 1982 
AU9USt 9. 1982 

REPORT 

4 
Date: ·------Unit:---------

'P.onald Patrkk Roemer is a 38-yE:ar-old (0.0.8. 3--17-44), 
admitted to Atascadero State Hospital on 6-3-81 for· male 

Caucasian who v1as 
pedoph i 1 ia. 

REDACTED 

PROBLEM NO. PAGE 1 TITLE 

REFERRAL AND REPORT 

[] CONSULTATION ~ EVALUATION 0 SERVICE 

D Audiometric D Medical (21.psychological 
D Dental D Physical Therapy 0 Rehabilitation 

0 Developmental 0 Podiatry 0 Social 

D Education 0 Psychiatric 0 Speech 

D Other: ---------------------

MH 1713 (7/78) 

Confidential Client/Patient Information 
See W & I Code 5328 

Q .C ntinued 

AT 03 20 39 -0 

Atascadero State ~ospi~al 
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§anta (!tlara Q1Qurt4 

June 17, 2006. 

Dea:REDACTED 

This is to inform you that the infonnationllaiq!~fi~~ ~~~dfding Fr. Pat Roemer has been 
duly entered into our records (Baptis . boom:;y£44~:~ 26~12), as requested. Thank you 
for all of your work and if you have · · · ~~~.FJ{~estions or concerns please do not 
hesitate to contact me at the attached ·animlber. 

Sincerelv. 
REDACTED 

323 ~outb ~ ~trut • !l&xnarb, QC:a. 93030 • (805) 487,.,3891 • §ax (805) 487·4733 

RCALA 008449 
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CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

T 884/2004 - 22372 PROT. N .................................................. . 
(Ig 1'espo11.rione fiat mentio /Y.;ius !lllmeri) 

00120 Citta del \"tticano, 

Palazzo del S. Uffizio 

3 April2006 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Your Eminence, 

On 16 November 2004 you presented and supported the petition, dated 10 
November 2004, of the Rev·. Donald Patrick ROEMER, a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles who has admitted acts of sexual abuse against minors and has requested 
from the Holy Father the grace of dispensation from all the obligations of the clerical 
state, including celibacy. · 

This Congregation, after having carefully examined the documents of the 
present case and in light of the votum expressed by Your Excellency, decided on 10 
December 2005 to forward the petition to the Holy Father for his decision. 
Subsequently, on 17 March .2006, Pope Benedict XVT g.r.2nted the .. Rev. Donald Patrick 
Roemer the grace of d1spensat~on iuxta petita, from all priestly obligations, including 
celibacy. Enclosed you will find two copies of the rel.evant Decree. Your Excellency is 
kindly requested to ensure that the priest is duly notified thereof. I would ask you also 
to return one of the signed copies of the Decree to this Office. 

With prayerful support and every best wish, I remain 

-Enclosures-

His Eminence 
Roger Cardinal MAHONY 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2202 

. UNITED S'T ATES OF AMERICA 

Yours fraternally in the Lord, 

William Card. LEV ADA 

Prefoct 
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CONGREGATIO PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

Prot. N. 165/2003 

est: 

Angelorum in California 
(Los Angeles, U.S.A.) 

D .nus Donald Patrick ROEMER, presbyter huius arcidioecesis, humiliter petit 
dispensationem ab omnibus oneribus sacrae Ordinationi conexis 

Summus Pontifex Benedictus, Papa XVI 

Die 17 m. Martii a. 2006 

habita relatione de casu a Congregatione pro Doctrina Fidei, 
precibus praedicti sa:::,erdotis annuit iu.xta sequentes rationes: 

1. Dispensationis Rescriptum a competenti Ordinaria oratori quamprimum notificandum 

a) Eius effectum sortitur a memento notificationis; 
b) Rescriptum amplectitur inseparabiliter dispensationem a sacra coelibatu et simul 

amissionem status clericaiis. Nunquam oratori fas est duo ilia elementa seiungere, 
seu prius accipere et alterum recusare; 

c) Si vero orator est religiosus, Rescriptum concedit etiam dispensationem a votis; 
d) Idemque insuper secumfert, quatenus opus sit, absolutionem a censuris. 

2. Notificatio dispensationis fieri potest vel personaliter ab ipso Ordinaria eiusve 
delegato aut per ecclesiasticum actuarium vel per "epistulas praescriptas" (registered). 
Ordinarius unum exemplar restituere debet rite· ab oratore subsignatum ad fidem receptionis 
Rescripti dispensationis ac simul acceptationis eiusdem praeceptorum. 

3. Notitia concessae dispensationis adnotetur in Libris baptizatorum paroeciae 
oratoris. 

4. Quod attinet, si casus ferat, ad. celebrationem canonici matrimonii, applicandae 
sunt normae quae in Codice Iuris Canonici statuuntur. Ordinarius vero curet ut res caute 
peragantur sine exteriore apparatu. 

5. Auctoritas ecclesiastica, cui spectat Rescriptum oratori rite notificare, hunc enixe 
hortetur, ut vitam Populi Dei, ratione congruendi cum nova eius vivendi condicione, 
participet, aedificationem praestet et ita probum Ecclesiae filium se exhibeat. Simul autem 
eidem notum faciat ea quae sequuntur. 

409784 
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a) Sacerdos dispensatus eo ipso amittit iura statui clericali propria, dignUates et 
o.fficia ecclesiastica; ceteris obligationibus cum statu clericali conexis non amplius 
adstringitur; 
b) exclusus manet ab exercitio sacri ministerii, iis exceptis de quibus in can. 976 et 
986 § 2 CJC ac propterea nequit homiliam habere, nee potest officium gerere 
directivum in ambitu pastorali neve munere administratoris paroecialis fungi; 
c) item nullum munus absolvere potest in Seminariis et in Institutis aequiparatis. In aliis 
Institutis studiorum gradus superioris, quae quocumque modo dependent ab Auctoritate 
ecclesiastica, munere directivo fungi nequit; 
d) in aliis vera Institutis studiorum gradus superioris ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica non 
dependentibus nullam theologicam disciplinam tradere potest; 
e) in Institutis autem studiorum gradus inferioris dependentibus ab Auctoritate 
ecclesiastica, munere directivo vel officio docendi fungi nequit. Eadem lege tenetur 
presbyter dimissus ac dispensatus in tradendo Religione in Institutis eiusdem generis 
non dependentibus ab Auctoritate ecclesiastica. 

6. Ordinarius curet ne presbyter dispensatus, propter defectum debitae prudentiae, 
fidelibus scandalum praebeat. Haec pastoralis sollicitudo Ordinarium a fortiori gravissime 
urget si adest periculum quam vis remotum minoribus abutendi. 

7. Tempore autem opportune, Ordinarius competens breviter ad Congregationem de 
peracta notificatione referat, et si qua tandem fidelium admiratio adsit, prudenti explicatione 
provideat. 

Contrariis quibuscumque minJme obstantib1;:s. 

Ex Aedibus Congregationis, die 17 m. Martii a. 2006 

ffi Gulielmus Iosephus LEV ADA 
Archiep. emeritus S. Francisci in California 

Praefectus 

ffi Angelus AMATO, S.D.B. 
Archiep. titularis Silensis 

a Secretis 

Dies notificationis ________ _ 

Subsignatio Presbyteri in signum 

acceptionis 

Subsignatio Ordinarii 
409785 
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008-3687 

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

18902 
No. 

This No. Should Be Prefixed to the Answer 

Dear Monsignor COX! 

November 19, 2004 

I acknowledge your kind letter of November 17, 2004, 
with enclosures. 

Rest assured th~t the correspondence concerning 
Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer, including a check in amount 
$500. oo for the taxa, will be duly forwarded through the 
diplomatic pouch to His Eminence, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, 
Prefect, Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

With cordial regards and best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

[ 

/) ' . ,, i' i 

l~ii !/ ._I J, 

---1- J 0 J/;v1 )~ fiviuL 
Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo 

Apostolic Nuncio 

Monsignor craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 
Vicar for Clergy 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
3424 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90010-2241 

409786 
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NOV 1 5 2UU4 
REDACTED 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Patrick Roemer 
1700 N. Community Drive 
Anaheim, CA 92806 

Dear Pat: 

omce of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

November 22, 2004 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-22.02 

Thank you so much for writing. This is to acknowledge that I received your letter ofNovember 
10, 2004, petitioning our Holy Father for a dispensation from the obligations of the clerical state. 

We forwarded that petition to on November 16. I will keep you informed of developments. 

May God bless you! 

Yours in Christ, 

409788 
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fiLE 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

Office of 
Vicar for Clergy 
(213) 637-7284 

November 17, 2004 

Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, J.C.D. 
Apostolic Nunciature 
3339 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20008 

RE: Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer 
CDF Prot. No. 165/03 

Your Excellency: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

-
Los Angeles 
California 
90010-22.02 

-

Enclosed, please find a letter from Cardinal Roger M. Mahony to Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger at 
the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, regarding Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer, who 
has petitioned for a dispensation from clerical obligations and a return to the lay state. All 
materials are submitted in triplicate. 

Since Father Roemer has been convicted of gaviora delicta by the civil authorities, this petition 
is directed to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

Would you please be so kind as to forward this to the Congregation on our behalf? 

Enclosed with these materials is a check made out to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith for $500.00, the taxa in such matters. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention to this matter. May God continue to bless you! 

enclosures 
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RCALA 008457 

.,~.....,,..,.... .. 
Check Date: ACCLA 

. I I OL.t.F 
16.Nov.2004 Check No. 

I Invoice Number Invoice Date VoucheriD Gross Amount Discount Available Paid Amount I 
512 vc 15.Nov.2004 00118806 500.00 0.00 500.00 

.. , ...... ·-···· ...... ......... .,_,,., ............... . ·-. .... .., . 

.. 

Vendor Number Name T!!tal Discounts 

0000002838 Congregation For The Doctrine $0.00 

Check Number Date Total Amount Discounts Taken Total Paid Amount 

lO.l'IUY.,WU'+ ij)JUU.UU ij)U.UU ;J>3VV.VV 

r:M.l'\V~I]{'\f!llilli~E'[mliD~~~~~~~-f~frn[~~\f!Jli~A~~1i'W~lf?:\1J;~~~m!!~I~!k~~l&~~~~.r~I)w,'fWA!Iilllii§i!:rtWt.t~~~ii!t~M&~;~j:t; 
·j~ :· ~- ·T~eRoma~t~tho~ic.Aichbishopo;LosAngeie~ ·. :· Wach~vlaB'ank.'N:~·: ·: . ·. - ·-.·.·_ ··_ ·._ ·· .~-... ·_ ·-'1.76241 

~ · Greenvllte, South Carolina ' • · -
.! . ~ (• . (A Corporation· Sole) tnCooperationwith&PayablelfDestredat. · • 

. ~ r1 . 3424 Wilshire Blvd. ·Z~~~o~Bank,N.A. . 67-1./532'. 

: ·· . ~~~' ~·· Los Angeles~ California 90010-2241 
~'-~ (213) 637-7691 Date :Pay Amount 

November 16, 2004 $ 500.00*** 

****FIVE HUNDRED AND XX I 100 US-DOLLAR**** Pay. 
~----~-------------------------REDACTED 

To The 
Order Of 

CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE 
ofthe Faith 
Piazza Del S Offizio II 
00120 Vatican City 

· REDACTED 409790 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 
Office of 
the Archbishop 
(213) 637-7288 

November 16, 2004 

His Eminence 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith 
Piazza del S. Uffizio, 11 
00120 Vatican City State 
Europe 

Re: Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer 
Petition of Father Roemer for a Retum to the Lay State 
Prot. No: 165/03 

Your Eminence: 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-ZZOZ 

Enclosed, please find a petition for a dispensation from the obligations of the clerical state and a 
retum to the lay state submitted by Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer. 

As you recall, I had previously written to you on March 21, 2003, requesting the imposition of 
the penalty of dismissal from the clerical state on Father Roemer. I provided selected 
documentation regarding the fact that Father Roemer confessed to sexual abuse of minors, and 
was convicted and imprisoned on those charges. 

In view of his petition and for the good of the Church, I hereby recommend that His Holiness 
accept this petition as soon as possible and that a rescript of dispensation from clerical 
obligations and return to the lay state be issued in an expeditious manner. 

I am also enclosing the completed cover sheet requested by the Congregation in matters 
involving graviora delicta. 

Thank you for your attention to this difficult matter. Please be assured of my prayers. 

. o .: tJt. .. 
Sincerely yours in Chris~t. . 

ct:J,::; Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 

enclosures 

Pastoral Regions: Our Lady of the Angels San Fernando San Gabriel San Pedro Santa Barbara 
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RCALA 008460 

DIOCESE Los Angeles in California 

NAME OF ORDINARY Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 

CDF PROT. N. (if available) 165/03 

NAME OF CLERIC 
Reverend Donald Patrick 
Roemer 

PERSONAL Date of Birth 17 March 1944 Age 60 
DETAILS OF THE 
CLERIC Ordination 23 May 1970 Years of ministry 11 

ORIGINAL DIOCESE OF INCARDINATION Los Angeles in California 

MINISTRY IN/TRANSFER TO OTHER DIOCESE REDACTED 
CONTACT ADDRESS OF THE CLERIC 

PROCURATOR (include original signed mandate) 

CONTACTADDRESSOFTHEPROCURATOR 
... '· . ' . . .. : . 

: .,··· . . < ., ;;·' .. . ' . 
. " : _;~: ' . ;, .. '; .. .. 

;. 

ASSIGNMENTS 

Year Parish Location Appointment 

1970- St. Raphael Goleta, California Parochial Vicar 1974 
1974- San Roque Santa Barbara, California Parochial Vicar 1978 
1975- Santa Barbara Juvenile Hall Santa Barbara, California Chaplain 1977 
1977- Los Prietos Boys Camp Santa Barbara, California Chaplain 1978 
1978- St. Paschal Baylon Thousand Oaks, California Parochial Vicar 1981 

1981 Sick Leave 

1989 Inactive Leave 

ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Victim Age Imputable Acts Denunciation 

REDACTED Fondling of the boy underneath his 
1969 10 clothes, and had the boy put his penis 2002 

in the priest's mouth · 

409793 
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,.--REDACTED 
Sat the boy on his lap, and rubbed his 
stomach, chest and nipples underneath 
his shirt while the priest was 

8 "shivering." He also placed his hands 
1981 

on the boy's leg close to his "privates" 1981 

though did not touch the boy's genitals. 
Father Roemer specifically confessed 
to abuse of this boy. 
Rubbed the boy's bare back. On a 

1----

vacation, slept in bed with the boy, 
1980 14 initially rubbing his chest, underarm 1981 

and stomach, then began to rub the 
boy's groin area, 
Donald Patrick Roemer was a 

1----

seminarian at this time. The 
complainant, however, did not 

1962 9 understand that he was not yet a priest. 2003 
Attempts to have the minor orally 
copulate the priest, 4 to 10 occasions 
over a period of three years. 
Reached into the boy's pajamas and 

1980 6 fondled his penis during a church 1981 
retreat camp. One occasion. 
Pat the child's buttocks, rub his chest 
and nipples under the boy's clothing, 

1980 11 fondled genitals over clothing, 2003 
sodomized the child, many many times 
over a one year period. 
Sat behind the boy, rubbed underneath 
the boy's shirt, rubbing of chest and 
stomach and under the boy's arms, 

1981 12 while the priest was "shaking." This 1981 
occurred on three occasions. Father 
Roemer specifically confessed to 

i abusing this boy. 
Put hand inside the boy's shirt and 

1980 11 rubbed his stomach while the priest 1991 
"trembled all over." 
The mother ofREDACTED reported 

1980 10 that her son was molested. The man 2002 
himself never came forward. 
Putting his hand up the child's short 
and kissing him on the face and neck. 

1979 8 Putting his hand down the boy's 2003 
sweatpants and stroking his penis, 
digital penetration of the boy's anus. 
Rubbing of minor's stomach followed 
by slipping his hand under minor's 

1981 7 underpants and rubbing his genitals. 1981 
Father Romer specifically confessed to 
stroking the boy's penis. 
Rubbing under the shirt off stomach, 

10 
chest, under the arms, kissing of the ear 

1981 
of the minor during the Sacrament of 1981 

Penance 
Oral copulation and anal intercourse. 

1979 9 Approximately ten instances over a 2003 
period of three to five months. 

409794 
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.. 
REDACTED 

r-
Hugging and holding the boy in a 

1980 12 sexual manner that made the boy feel 1981 

1---
v~ uncomfortable. 
Spent nights together numerous times, 

1980 12 
including one time sharing the same 

2002 
sleeping bag. On these occasions there 

1---
was fondling and kissing. 
Kissing on the neck, untucking shirt 
and rubbing chest, stomach back, 

1980 10 forcing the child to sit in his lap for 2003 
extended periods of time, sporadically 

----.,-
over the period of an academic year. 

'. . . •, 

; 

CIVIL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CLERIC 

Year Type/Case Conviction Sentence (include copies of civil documents) 

Felony Child Abuse, Violation Nolo Conviction on three counts, sentenced to serve 
1981 ofSection288(a) ofthe State contendere time at Atascadero State Hospital for Criminal 

Penal Code. plea Sex Offenders. 

2003 
Civil lawsuit fnr rlama~>:es 
(BC307934), :REDACTED pending 

Civillawspit -I'm" rhmages 
2003 (BC30791:REDACTEDmd pending 

REDACTED 

2003 
l.;lVHlawsm~ for damages 

pending (BC307364), REDACTED 

2003 
Civil lawsuit for damages 
(BC308608)REDACTED pending 

Civil lawsuit mr uamages 
2003 (BC304904REDACTED pending 

an
1
REDACTE-iJEu 

2003 
Civil ..... vvouu for damages 
(82750), REDACTED pending 

. ··,,· . ' ... :,., 
'. 

,, .. ·' 

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIOCESE 

Year 

1981 Placed on Sick Leave 

SUSTENANCE PROVIDED BY THll: DIOCESE TO THE CLERIC 

The Archdiocese provided legal assistance to Father Roemer when he was flrst arrested. Other support was 
provided to him He secured the services of a canonical advocate and an agreement for transition 
assistance was negotiated in , and an agreement was reach 

409795 
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RESPONSE/RECOURSE MADE BY THE CLERIC 

Year 

.. : 

BISHOP'S VOTUM 

On March 21, 2003, I submitted a petition to His Holiness for a dismissal of Father Roemer from the 
clerical state. In a letter dated October 13, 2003, Cardinal Ratzinger requested additional information about 
the case. 

Subsequently, while preparing to provide that additional information, Father Roemer indicated a 
willingness to petition for a dispensation from the obligations of the clerical state (laicization). That 
petition, in his own hand, has now been received. 

I hereby request that, for the good of the Church and for the spiritual welfare of Donald Patrick Roemer, 
this petition be granted as quickly as possible. 

409796 
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CONGREGATIO 
PRO DOCTRINA FIDEI 

PROT. N ........ 1.6.5./.03 ... ~ .. .17.77 4 
(In.responsiolte fozt me~~tio huius lltlmeri) 

Your Eminence, 

00120 Citta del Vaticano, October 13, 2003 
Palazzo del S. Uffizio 

The Congregation for the Doctrine ofthe Faith has received your letter of 7 April2003 and the 
documentation for the Reverend Donald Patrick ROEMER, a priest of the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles accused of sexual abuse of a minor, for whom you are requesting a dismissal ex officio et in 
poenam. 

To aid our study of the case, this Congregation would ask Your Eminence kindly to send to us 
information regarding the conduct and actions of Fr. Roemer since the events of 1981, specifying 
precisely, whether or not there are more instances of alleged abuse. In fact, from the documentation at 
hand, it appears that the alleged delicts committed by Fr. Roemer, for which Your Eminence is now 
seeking his dismissal froin the clerical state, are subject to prescription. It would therefore be most 
helpful to receive and review recent documentation and evidence which would establish beyond doubt 
that Fr. Roemer con.S#tufes a grave risk to minors and could abuse the priestly ministry to perpetrate 
serious crimes against the young. It must also be noted that no documentation regarding the actions 
taken by the Archidiocese with regard to Fr. Roemer, neither .in the past nor at present, appear in the 
documentation Your Eminence has sent. 

In order to expedite the examination of this case, we kindly ask Your Excellency to arrange that 
a summary of the case be tabulated according to the example enclosed. Every element of the summary 
should be supported by the relevant documents, either in the original or in an authentic copy. 

I take this opportunity to offer Your Eminence my sincere sentiments of esteem. With every best 
wish, I remain, 

devotedly yours in the Lord 

- Enclosure -

· His Eminence 
Card. Roger M. MAHONY 
Archbishop of Los Angeles 409797 
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PETITION OF CARDINAL ROGER M. MAHONY, 
ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES IN CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE EX OFFICIO DISMISSAL 
FROM THE CLERICAL STATE 

TO BE IMPOSED ON 
REVEREND DONALD PATRICK ROEMER 

SUBMITTED IN ACCORD WITH THE PROVISIONS 
OF ARTICLE 17, 

SACRAMENTORUM SANCTITATIS TUTELA 
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CURIA OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES IN CALIFORNIA 

PETITION OF CARDINAL ROGER M. MAHONY 
FOR EX OFFICIO DISMISSAL FROM THE CLERICAL STATE 

TO BE IMPOSED ON REVEREND DONALD PATRICK ROEMER 

SUBMITTED IN ACCORD WITH THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 17 
SACRAMENTORUM SANCTITATIS TUTELA 
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I 

Petition for the Imposition, Ex Officio, of Dismissal from the Clerical State 
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Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

His Holiness 
John Paul IT 
00120 Vatican City State 
Europe 

RE: Donald Patrick Roemer 

Your Holiness: 

Office of 
the Archbishop 

Match21, 2003 

3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

Los Angeles 
Callfomla 
90010-2241 

In this season of Lent, please lmow that you are in my prayers as you continue to shepherd our 
Church in this time of war and crisis .. 

I am writing to request an ex officio dismissal from the clerical state of Reverend Donald Patrick 
Roemer. I make this request in accord v,ith the provision of the revisions recently made to the 
motu proprio, Sacrament arum Sanctitatis tutela, specifically the amendment to Article 17 that 
was made on 7 Febmary 2003. · 

The circumstances of Father Roemer involve a grave and clear case provided for in the above­
mentioned amendment. A brief summary is attached that sketches the salient points at issue. 

The case is clear because there is no doubt whatsoever that he committed the ecclesiastical and 
civil crime of sexual abuse of minors. This is established by the fact that Father Roemer 
admitted to this misconduct on different occasions, most importantly by entering a plea of "No 
Contest" before the criminal courts of the State of California in March of 1981. In the laws of 
the State of California., a plea of no contest is an admission of guilt. Father Roemer served time 
in a state mental institute for criminal sex offenders as a result ofthis criminal conviction. All 
this is established in public records. 

This is a particularly grave case in that the abuse involved at least seven minor boys over~ 
significant period of time. 

This is also a notorious case, in that Father Roemer's crime received news coverage at the time, 
including a national publication. Information about his conviction and abusive activities has be 
surfaced anew by the media during this past year. 

Given that there is no doubt of the facts, it would be unnecessary and unduly onerous to deal with 
his case in the ecclesiastical judicial process. It would also require that we again burden those 
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harmed by Father Roemer by seeking their testimony for the sake of the ecclesiastical trial. They 
have ah-eady been hanned grievously, and I wish to act in a way that does not reopen wounds or 
add to their distress. · 

Therefore, for the good of the Church, I ask that you impose dismissal ft:om the clerical state on 
Father Donald Patrick Roemer. · 

Thank you for your attention to tins matter. With gratitude for your service of the Church and for 
your kindness, I am 

is minence 
C dinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop ofLos Angeles 

e11closure 
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Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer 

Donald Patrick Roemer was bom 011 March 17, 1944 and ordained as a priest for the service of 
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles on May 23, 1970. 

On January 26, 1981, Father Roemer was placed under atTest for clrildmolestation by the Sheriff 
of the County of Ventura, located within the Archdiocese ofLos Angeles. He aclmowledged 
such misconduct on that occasion. 

On March 10, 1981, before the Superior Court, Father Roemer admitted to criminal misconduct 
with three different boys, and entered the formal plea of "no contest." In the criminal law of this 
jurisdiction, a plea of''no contest" is an admission of guilt. On May 29, 1991, he was sentenced 
to ten years at Atascadero State Hospital, a facility for sexual criminal offenders. In accord with 
the sentencing laws then in place, he received probation two years later. 

Father Roemer's situation received extensive press coverage at the time. His case was even 
reported in the August 9, 1982 of the national magazine, Newsweek. In the past year, the media 
have again brought this past criminal conviction into public discussion. 

Extensive civil litigation resulted from the abusive conduct of Father Roemer. Since the first 
report of abusive activities, we have confirmation that Father Roerp.er abused at .least seven 
different .children. There is a recent report that there may be yet another person whq suffered 
abuse at his hands. 

Father Roemer has previously been invited to petition for dispensation from the obligations of 
the clerical state but has not done so. 
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May23, 1970 

June 1970-
June 1974 

June 1974-
December 1975 

December 1975 -
Apri11977 

April1977-
June 1978 

Jurie 1978-
January 1981 

January26, 1981 

January 30, 1981 

February 1981 

March 10, 1981 

May 1981 

June 1981-
Apri11983 

April 1983 

May26, 1983 

1984-1986 

Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer 
Chronology 

Ordained a Priest 

Parochial Vicar, St. Raphael Parish, Santa Barbara 

Parochial Vicar, San Roque Parish, Santa Barbara 

Chaplain, Santa Barbara Juvenile Hall 

Los Prietos Boys Camp, Santa Barbara 

Parochial Vicar, St. Paschal Baylon Parish, Thousand Oaks 

Father Roemer called to the Ventura County Sheriff Station as a result 
of complaints of child molestation. 

Preliminary hearing on nine counts; initial plea of "innocent" 

Sick Leave 

At a court hearing, Father Roemer entered a plea of"No Contest" 
to three counts of child molesting 

Psychological Assessment at the House of Affirmation 

Confinement atAtascadero State Hospital (for criminal sex offenders) 

Released from Atascadero, ordered to stay at St. Joseph Convalescent· 
Hospital.pending sentencing 

Sentence of eight years, four months, pronounced and suspended; 
sentenced to ten years probation 

Civil lawsuits for damages; ended in settlement 
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Votum of the Diocesan Bishop of Incardination 

Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
Archbishop of Los Angeles in California 
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Office of 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles the Archbishop 
3424 
Wilshire 
Boulevard 

VOTUM OF CARDINAL ROGER MICHAEL MAHONY 

His Holiness 
Pope John Paul II 
00120 Vatican City State 
Europe 

RE: Donald Patrick Roemer 

Your Holiness: 

April 7, 2003 

Los Angeles 
California 
90010-2241 

It is with urgency yet with deep sadness that I write to urge the dismissal from the clerical state of 
DONALD PATRICK ROEMER I refer you to my earlier letter dated 21 March 2003 in which I 
requested his ex officio dismissal. That initial petition sketched the vitally important reasons for 
making this request. By means of this votitm, as advised by the officials of the Congregation for 
the Doctrine of the Faith, I wish to provide some additional information in support ofthis 
request. 

As mentioned in my earlier letter, Father Roemer's case is a particularly egregious one. As the 
result of a plea bargain, Father Roemer entered a plea of "no contest" to three counts of child 
molestations. This was the result of a plea bargain. He was actually charged with nille counts 
(nine separate victims) and the criminal court documents at indicated that there were five other 
victims not included in the nine counts. The victims ranged from age six to age fifteen. Since 
these events, a number of other people have come forward to the Archdiocese claiming to have 
suffered abuse at the hands of Father Roemer. 

At the time ofhis arrest, trial and sentencing, Father Roemer's case received significant attention 
in the media. Father Roemer's case received national press coverage in the August 9, 1982 issue 
of Newsweek magazine. Samples of articles that appeared at that time, including the Newsweek 
piece, are included with the documentation accompanying this votum. 

As of this date, Father Roemer's case has not been recycled in the media. Five new civil claims 
for damage, however, are among prospective lawsuits to be filed. While we are making efforts to 
resolve these and other potential claims by mediation, there is a strong likelihood that these civil 
suits will be filed and engender significant new publicity. 

409808 
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Votum of Cardinal Roger M. Mahony 
RE: Richard Allen Henry 
Page2 

Father Roemer has been out of any active priestly ministry since 19 81. J;;fe has no faculties and 
no authorization to conduct priestly ministry. He has not, however, petitioned for a dispensation 
from the obligations of the priesthood. This fact causes concern, consternation and wonderment 
on the part of many of our people. And with the large number of his victims, the detailed 
descriptions of his crimes that are easily available as part of the public record, and the likely 
prospect of continued media attention, it is a source of scandal to at least some of our people. 

Father Roemer's taped admissions along with his plea and criminal conviction (all included in 
the enclosed documentation) leave no doubt ofhis guilt. There is no possibility whatsoever that 
that he can or should ever be reinstated into ministry. In light of this, it is my firm conviction 
that it is necessary for the Church to act firmly and promptly by dismissing him from the clerical 
state. 

Therefore, I respectfully request that you act to dismiss Donald Patrick Roemer from the clerical 
state. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
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Statement of the Vicar for Clergy 
Monsignor Craig A. Cox, J.C.D. 
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Statement of the Vicar for Clergy 
Regarding Reverend Donald Patrick Roemer 

I was appointed Vicar for Clergy ofthe Archdiocese of Los Angeles and have served in this 
office since January 1, 2001. As part of my responsibilities, I am the custodian of clergy files 
and I am responsible for the assignment, spiritual welfare and continuing formation of the 
priests and deacons of this Archdiocese. 

Let me first note that we have chosen not to send copies of the entire file related to Reverend 
Donald Patrick Roemer. The voluminous material in his file is contained in six separate 
large file folders. Much of the material is related to the various civil lawsuits that were · 
lodged against the Archdiocese of Los Angeles as a result of Father Roemer's misconduct. 
Many of the other documents relate to the financial support provided to victims and to Father 
Roemer during his transition, as well as to the therapeutic assistance provided for Father 
Roemer. I attest that the selected materials included with this request for ex officio dismissal 
from the clerical state fairly and accurately document the essential facts verifying his 
misconduct. 

I concur with the reasons offered by Cardinal Mahony for requesting the dismissal of Father 
Roemer from the clerical state. In this case, to seek a dispensation from prescription and the 
to conduct a full ecclesiastical trial of dismissal would be both unnecessary and unduly 
onerous. I wish to add one further reason to support the request of Cardinal Mahony. The 
presoytetate- ortliiKAtchd16cese is made U11 ofnmny~extraurdinariiyfm-e m-en:-They;-s-adly, -
have been badly and unfairly battered by the storm of controversy that has raged in this past 
year. In my assessment, the dismissal of such a notorious offender as Father Roemer will 
have the effect of supporting and strengthening the morale of the vast majority of good, holy 
and dedicated priests who have been unjustly tainted by those of our number who misused 
their spiritual authority to prey on the young and innocent. For the good of this local church, 
and specifically for the good of this presbyterate, I join my voice to that of Cardinal Mahony 
in requesting the intervention of the Holy Father to dismiss Donald Patrick Roemer from the 
clerical state. 

Thank you for considering this vital request. May the Holy Spirit continue to guide you 
always. 

/i) ·. ; Q. !J /' 
~~ I ~-

7 April2003 
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VENTURA COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT ~~·-, -
STATE OF CALl FORNI A C: . 

. _.!JAI,_b___Q_f_JJ)_$,__T._.I....,.Cw..E~--Departmen t 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

PLAINTIFF, 
No._· -------

·vs. 

DONALD PATRICK ROEMER, 
----~-~--------

COMPLAINT 

£11 FJ;LONY 

DONALD PATRICK ROEMER 
.. 

committed the crime of violation of 

· DEFENDANT-. 

. COUNT I 

0 MISDEMEANOR .. 
·. (Sect." 17b P.c.i 

·section 288(a) of the Penal Code 

RCALA 008480 

.J£; a r y 2 6, 1 9~ . 
a (lf~lony). (Mi~!Xl~&l .. in that on or about ---~~::i:::==::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::;;::7-'L--------~_;_ __ .:.:..:...__ 

inVenturaCounty,California,· he did willfully, unlawfully, and le1'1dly commit a lewd and 
lascivious act upon and with the body and certain parts and members thereof 

jofREDACTED a child under the age of fourteen years, with the 
intent of arousing, appealing to, and gratifying the lust, passions, and 
sexual desires of the said defendant and the said child. 

COUNT II 

Said complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER uf iommitting·the 
crime of v1olation of section 288(a) of the Penal Code~ a felony, in that on 
or about January 19, 19.81., in Ventura County, Californi~, he <;lid willfully, 
u n 1 a w f u 1 1 y , a n d 1 e w d 1 y c o m m i t a 1 e w d a n d 1rt ~ f'i v i n " ~ u + '1 1'\ " n a n d \'I it h t h e b 0· d y 
and certain parts and members thereof ofREDACTED .a chi1d under .·.· 
the age of fourteen years, with the inten~ or arous1ng~ appealing to, and. 
gratifying the lust, pa_ssions, and sexual desires of the said defendant and 
the said child. 
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COUNT III ·'. 

Said complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing the 
crime of violation of section 288(a) of the Penal Code, a felony, in that on 
or about January 19~ 1981, in Ventura County,.c~liforn~~· he did wi11fully,· 
unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd and,.,,.,...,,,~ .... "'n+ ·;pon and with 'the bod; 
and certain parts and members thereof of REDACTED _ a child under' the 
age of fourteen years, with· the intent of arousing, appealing to, and. 
gratifying the lust, passions, and sexual desires of the said' defe·ndant an·d · 
the said child·. 

COUNT IV 

Said complainant further accuses .DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing· the 
crime of violation of section 288(a) of .the Penal Code, a felony, in that on 
or about January 12, 1~81, in Ventura Cbunty, California, he did willfully 
unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd and lascivious act uoon Anrl with the body 
and certain p·arts and members thereof of REDACTED a .. child under 
the age of fourteen years, with the intent of arousing, appealing to, and 
gratifying the lust, passions, and sexual desires of the said defendant and 
the said.child. · · 

COUNT V 

Said complainant fur.ther ac.cuses DO.NALD PATRI'CK'ROEMER pf'coml)li,tting· the· 
crime of violation of section 288{a) of the Penal Code, a felony, in tha.t on 
or ~bout November 29, 1980, in Ventura County, California, he did willfully, 
unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd ~nd lascivious act upon and with the body 
and certain parts and members thereof .ofREDACTED a child under the ag'e 
of fourteen years, with the intent of arousing, appealing to, and .gratifying 
the lust, passions, and sexual ·de~ires of the said defendant and ·the· said . 
child. 

Said complainant further accuse~ DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing the 
crime of violation of section 288(a) of the Penal Code, a felony, in that on 
and between \lanuaryl, 1980· and June 30, 1980, in Ventura County, California, 
he did .willfully, unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd and hc:rillil"lllc ="·+ ""'"n 
and with the. body and certain parts and members thereof of REDACTED 
a child under the age of fourteen years, with the intent of arousing, appealin! 
to, and gratifying the lust, passions, and sexual desires of the said defendan1 
and the said child. 

COUNT VII 

Said ·complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing the 
c r ; m e o f v i 6 1 a t i o n o f · s e c t i o n 6 4 7 a o f th e P e n a 1 C o d e • a m i s d em e a n o r , i n t h a t . 
on and ·bet~~een June l, 1980 and July 31, 1980, in Ventura """"+" "- 1 ifornia, 
he did willfully and unlawfully annoy and molest a child,REDACTED under 
the age of ~ighteen years. 
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COUNT VIII 

Said complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of committing the 
trime of violation of section 647a of the Pe~al Code, a misdemeanor, in that 
on or about December ,27, 1980, in San Diego County. r~lifnrni~ hA ~i~ 
willfully and unlawfully annoy and molest a child,REDACTED 
the age of eighteen years, and did commit acts and cause effects therof 
constituting and requisite to the consummation of the said annoying and 
molesting in Ventura ·County~ 

und ei 

COUNT IX. 

Said complainant further accuses DONALD PATRICK ROEMER of comm1tiing the 
crime .of violation of. section 288(a) of t·he Penal Coqe, a felqny, in that on 
or about t~ay 11,1980, in S~n Bernardino County, California, he dfd willfully 
unlawfully, and lewdly commit a lewd and lascivious act upon and with the bod~ 

,'and certain parts and members thereof ofREDACTED a child under the age 
··of fo~rteen years,. with the intent of arous1ng, appea 11ng to, a·nd gratifying 

the .lust, passions, and sexual desi.r~s of the said defendant and the said · 
child, and did commit acts and. cause effects·.thereof constituting and reqtiisit 
to th~ consummation of the sald lewd and lascivious act in Ventura County. 

1il recommended by 

istrict Attorney: 

OR 

·!pt.: __________ _ 

lficer: _________ _ 

acation from ______ . 197_ 
____ _,__ _____ 197_: 

409815 

~/sf :K. Mcilvain_~ :tto~:;i.:i~ 
-r, L --.. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this_-,--_2_9_t_h __ _ 

.. da~C"\Janua__ry r· ,19_81. 
fs/ Joseph E. Taylor> Jr. 

7//"'o~~~~..-:,;-;:-,.r:o'co::::u:::-:nt:::-v--------' 

CCI 005315 



PENAL CODE .,., 

(Pen. Code, § 286) 
.1aving sexual inter-
. nied it was sodomy 
JW impeachment of 
.:vidence of a sexual 
!ting in defendant's 
vhere the evidence 
a prior time defen­
.1 consented; but on . 
1s instead asked if 
ls during the prior 
;ent victim, that he 
get away· with it; 

::nt was never ad· 
lUted ,to him, and 
1uestions on cross-
l to the jury em· 

victim of a prior 
·t successfully de-
pleading consent, 

auld use the same 
as to paint a sig[) 
;t," however, the 
· of the clear and 

the evidence of 
of the fact that 
, could have via­
brook (1974) 43 

. ceomplices 
allegedly perpe· 

a locked jail cell 
,rial court could 
:1e circumstances 
1Iice and that 'his 
, sufficient basis 
:re the boy had 

and had never 
ified that he was 
• previously en· 
arious homosex­
him in the· two 
fendant and his 
1 that he would 
J!t if he did not 
1, and where· he 
dd belli him up 
.nyone, Thus it 
nsent to the act 
nl bodily harm. 

108 Cal Rptr 

wowingly, vol· 
unite with the 
n of the crime. 
law, means a 
the possession 

y to make an 
g proposed by 
d 651, 108 Cal 

•en Codal 

PENAL CODE 

16, In General 
In a prosecution of defendant for burglary and 

other crimes, evidence showing that defendant 
raped the victim twice, sodomized 'her and com­
pelled. her several times to orally copulate him 
over two-hour period was insufficient to support 
the jury's finding that he inflicted "great bodily 
injury" on the victim· within the meaning of Pen. 
Code, § 461, which prescribes enhanced punish-

§ 288 

ment for the intentional infliction of such injury. 
Neither forcible rape, sodomy, nor oral copulation 
can, in and of themselves, constitute great bodily 
injury for the enhancement of punishment provi­
sion of burglary, and neither can the commission 
of such offenses together, without any additional 
physical manifestations or consequences, constitute 
such injury. People v Caudillo (1978) 21 C3d 562, 
146 Cal Rptr 859, 580 P2d 274. 

§ 286.1. [Repealed by Stats 1975 ch 71 § 8.) 
See§ 286. 

§ 286.5. [Sexually assaulting animal] 
Any person who sexually assaults any animal protected by Section 597f for 
the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of the person is guilty 
of a misdemeanor .. 
Added Slats 1975 ch 71 § 8.5. 
21 Cal Jur 3d Criminal Law § 3335. 
Review of Selected 1975 Code Legislntion. 7 Pacific LJ 366. 

§ 287. [Penetration sufficient to complete the crime] 
Any sexual penetration, however slight, is sufficient to complete the crime of 

sg~?!llY_._ - - . . -- - - -- --
Amended Stats 1975 ch 71 § 9 . 

Amendments: · 
_1975 Amendment: Substituted "of sodomy" for "against nature". 

Witkin Crimes pp 494, 496. 
21 Cal Jur 3d Criminal Law§ 2331. 
Review of Selected 1975 Code Legislat.ion. 7 Pacific LJ 366, 

A state statute prohibiting "crimes against na­
ture" is not unconstitutionally vague for failing to 
give fair warning to a man convicted under it for 
forciQg a woman to submit to his acts of cunnilin­
gus, where the phrase "crime ngail\st nature" had 
been considered by the courts of some stales to 
encompass acts of cunnilingus, the broad interpre· 
tation of "crime against nature" as including 
forms of sexual aberration beyond those acts con­
stituting the common law offense of sodomy, as 
opposed to the narrow interpretation of "crime 
against nature" being limited only to acts constitu­
ting sodomy at common law, was not itself uncon· 

stitutionally vague, the state's highest court, al­
though not specifically holding that cunnilingus 
fell within the statute, had given clear notice in its 
decisions thai the statute would receive the 
broader of two plausible interpretations and would 
be applied to acts of cunnilingus when such a case 
arose, and there was no possibility of retroactive 
lawmaking whereby a criminal statute, narrow and 
precise on its face, would be expanded by judicial 
construction to encompass acts cl<!llrly outside the 
scope of the statute us written. Rose v Locke 
(1975) 423 US 48, 46 LEd 2d 185, 96 S Ct 243. 

§ 288. [Crimes against children: Lewd or lascivious acts: Punishment] 
(a) Any person who shall willfully and lewdly commit any lewd or lascivi­
ous act including any of the acts constituting other crimes provided for in 
Part 1 of this code upon or with the body, or any part or member thereof, 
of a child under the ·age of 14 years, with the intent of arousing, appealing 
to, or gratifying the lust or passions or sexual desires of such person or of 
such child, shall be guilty of a felony and shall be imprisoned in the state 
prison for a term of three, five, or seven years. 
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§ 647a CRIMES AND PUNISHMENT 

SUGGESTED FORM 

Allegation Charging Disorderly Conduct 

[For general form of complaint., see form set out under§ 740.} 

_1 __ , being duly sworn, states on information and belief that the defendant[s] did in 
_2 __ [City of _a __ , County of _ 4 __ or._6 __ Judicial District, Count 
_a __ ], State of California, on or about - 7--, !9_8 -• commit a misdemeanor to 1 · 
A violation of Section 647, subsec. _o __ , of the Penal Code of the State of Calif~rnia, 
that _1o __ [he or she or they] _u __ [insert one of the following allegations]: 

[Subd {ll)} _12 __ did _ 13 __ [solicit another to engage or engage] in lewd or 
dissolute conduct, to wit: _!1 __ in - 15-- [a public place ora place open to the 
public ora place exposed to public view], to wit: _16 __ , 

[Subd (b)J_n __ did _ 18 __ [solicit orengage in] an act of prostitution. 

[Subd (c))_19 __ did accost other persons in - 20 __ [a public place or a place open 
to the public], to wit: _ 21 __ , for the purpose of begging or soliciting alms. . 

[Subd (d)j_22 __ did loiter in or about a toilet open to the public, to wit: _23 fl 
the purpose of _24 __ [engaging in orsoliciting] a _:zs __ [lewd orlascivio~ or 
unlawful) act, to wit: _26 __ , 

[Subd (e)} _21 __ did _M __ [loiter or wander] upon _2ll __ [street or other 
place] without apparent reason or business and refused to identify himself and to account for 
his presence when requested to do so by a peace officer. 

{Subd (!)]_ ao __ was found in a public place, to wit: _s, __ , under the influence of 
_a~-- [intoxicating liquor or a drug or toluene or any substance defined as a poison in 
ScheduleD of Section 4160 of the Business and Professions Code or any combination of tht 
(or:egoing]in such condition _ 23 __ [that he was unable to exercise care for his own 
safety or the safety of others or by reason of his being under the influence of_ :u _ 
(intoxicating liquor, etc.)_ sr, __ (interfered with or obstructed or prevented) the free use 
of the _ 36 __ (street or sidewalk or other public way)]. 

{Subd (g)} _37 __ ._ did_ 36 __ [loiter or prowl or wander] upon the private property 
of another, to wit: _ 39 __ , in the nighttime, without visible or lawful business with the 
_•0 __ [owner oroccupant] thereof. 

{Subd (h)}_ 41 __ did, while _ 42 __ [loitering or prowling or wandering) upon the 
private property of another, to wit: _ 43 __ , in the nighttime, peek in the _44-

[door orwindow] of an inhabited _ 46 __ [building or structure) located thereon, without 
visible or lawful business with the _ 40 __ [owner or occupant] thereof. 

{Subd (i)j:_•7 __ did lodge in a _411 __ [building or structure or other place], to wit: 
_49 __ , without the permission of _ 60 __ , the _ 51 __ [owner or person entitled 
to the possession or person in control] thereof. 

[For form of allegation charging prior convictions see form set out under§ 644.} 

§ 647a. [Annoying or molesting children] 
Every person who annoys or molests any child under the age of 18 is 
a vagrant and is punishable upon first conviction by a fine not 
exceeding five hundred dollars ($500) or by imprisonment in the 
county jail for not exceeding six months or by both such fine and 
imprisonment and· is punishable upon the second and each subsequent 
conviction or upon the first' conviction after a previous conviction 
under Section 288 of this code by imprisonment in the state prison for 
not less than one year. 
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MICHAEL D. BPADBURY 
District Attorney 
JOSEPH E. TAYLOR 
Deputy District Attorney 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, CA 93009 

Telephone (805) 654-2518 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

) 
.. -

-::..· • I 

,. '· 
I ' !_. 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF VENTURA 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, ) 
.. ) · COURT NO. 

Plaintiff, ) 
) 

. \ 

vs. . ) STATEMENT OF FACTS 
) 

bONALD J?fi_TRICK ROEHER, ) 
) 

Defendant. ) 

--------~-------------------------' 
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INTRODUCTION 

The following "Statement of Facts 11 prepared by the People 

of the State of California includes all statements taken in 

the case by investigators of the Ventura County Sheriff's 

Department and the Ventura County District Attorney's Office. 

The material is organized by the order of the charges 

filed in the Information, a·nd statements reiating to uncharged 

victims are included under the heading "Additional Victims." 

A verbatim transcript of the statement of Donald Patrick 

Roemer is marked Exhibit uA," attached, and incorporated . 

herein by reference. 

This "Statement of Facts" is submitted by the People of 

the State of California as proof of the factual basis of the 

pleas of nolo contendere by Donald Patrick Roemer to Counts I, 

ti 1 and III of the Information. 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 

REDACTED 
COUNT I: 

.On January 26, 1981, the Ventura County Sheriff's 

Office, East Valley Station, received a report of a possible 
REDACTED 

child molest from c 23 West Lucero, 

Thousand Oaks. 

RCALA 008491 

Deput1REDACTED responded to the call. He reported: 

On 1-26-81 at about 1935 hours, I arrived at the 
victim's home re; a possible child molest. I 
contacted the victim's parents who gave this 
account: Mr. REDACTED told me that on l/26/81 at 
about 1800 hours, victim REDACTED and the family were 
eating dinner. REDACTEDtold the familv about the 
follow·ing incident: On 1/26/Bl,REDACTED went to CCD 
classes. Suspect, Father Patrick Roemer, asked 
R~DACTED to look at some old pictures. REDACTED said 
that Father Roemer rubbeaREDACTED stomach and then 
his "doofer. 11 REDACT~D.. told me that "doofer" · 
.means penis in their family. REDAC~f~ACTEDid that: 
Father Roemer·· started to shake. said he was 
scared. 

REDACTED REDACTED told me that has 2 ~o~rhcr ~n~ 

a helper ~n the CCD class. They are REDACTED 
REDACTED andREDACTED (See F /U Det. Mcilvain 

for phone.) REDACTED said she called Mrs. 
R~~~J:.:6~Q and told herREDACTED "-'-e incident. Mrs. 0 advised Mrs. to call the church 

and talk to the senior priest about it. I talked 
to the victim,REDACTE~ a 7~year-old boy with blond 
hair and blue eyes. I first showed REDACTED my black 
flashlight and asked him what color it was. He 
said it was black. I asked him if I would be 
lying if I said the flashlight was yellow and he 
said yes. I asked if it was wrong to tell a lie 
and he said yes. I askedREDACTED if he would tell 
the truth and he said yes. Again, I stressed the 
importance of telling the truth. 

REDACTED gave the followinq account: Today (1/26/81) 1 

his teacher, Mrs .REDACTED I?icked up REDACTED and 
drove him to CCD classes. The children plav in 
the yard for awhile and then go to class. REDACTED 
put his books down on a bench away from the other 
kids; however, Father Roemer carne out of his 
office and asked Brian to come inside and look at 
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REDACTED 
some pictures. went into the office and 
Father Roemer sat in a chair near ·a desk. Father 
Roemer lifted REDACTED Up and placed REDACTED on the 
Father's leg-, far enough back so that REDACTEDwas 
close to the Father's chest. 

REDACTED 
Father. Roemer showed a book with P.ictures 
from when Father Roemer went to school. REDACTED 
said it was the kind of book where everyone in the 
class takes pictures together. I asked if he 
meant a school yearbook and he said yes. While 
looki nrr .=~+- t-.he book r Father Roemer put hj"' h.:~nr'l 
unde:r:REDACTED T-sh; '~"+ =-nd started to rub REDACTED 

REDACTED ·· , , .. stomac0-· I asked to show me by rubb~ng h~s 
own stomach .. REDACTED -~-'~e slow circular movements 

h . . I H ... LJACTED . d h on ~s stomach. sa~ ·t at Father Roemer 
rubbed REDACTED stomach for about one-half minute. 
Father Roemer then slid his hand down into REDACTED 
pants and inside REDACTED nnderpants. Father 
Roemer started to rub r<t:.uACTED doofer. rather 
Roemer rubbed REDACTED doofer for a couple of 
minutes and then Father ~oemer started shaking. 
His hands and legs were shaking and Father Roemer 
said, "I'm cold." REDACTED told me it "i'las hot· in the 
room and t-h~t Father Roemer was wearing a jacket 
or coat, REDACTED told me that he became scared and 
asked Father Roemer if he could go now. Father 
Ro..eme.r ..said, ·'~qkgy_.~' 

REDACTED 
went toward his class and on the way he told. 

his friend, REDACTEDn that Father Roemer had shown 
him some pictures. 

I asked REDACTED where his "doofer" was and he pointed 
.to his crotch area where his penis would be. I 
asked REDACTED if he could tell me another name for 
doofer, but he seemed too embarrassed. I asked 
him if he used his doofer to go to the bathroom 
and he said yes. . .. 

I nut my pencil on the kitchen table and told­
REDACTED to pretend that my pencil was REDACTED doofer 
and to show mP how Father Roemer rubbed REDACTED 
doofer. REDACTED made several short, fast strokes 
on the pencil. 

I talked toREDACTED again and she added that 
Father Roemer was very friendly with children and 
has taken several groups on field trips. Father 
Roemer is the youth minister and active with all 
the youth sports activities. Father Roemer was 
not very involved in adult activities. 

I contacted Det. K. Mcilvain and told her the 
above info. She called the church and left a 
message for Father Roemer. 
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On 1/26/81 at about 2230 hours, Father Roemer 
called the East Valley Sheriff's Station. I 
called Det. Mcilvain at Los Robles and she advised 
to ask Father Roemer to come to the station. I 
told Father Roemer we were investigating a case 
and we would appreciate it if he could come down 
right away. Father Roemer said he wasn't busy and 
would come to the station. He didn't ask why. 

REDACTED , 
had told me that th~s had never happened 

before and that he never saw anyone else go into 
the office with Father Roemer before. 

REDACTED said no .one· else witnessed the incident. 

On January 26, 1981, Det. Kelli Mcilvain of the East 
REDACTED 

Valley Station.responded to the residence for. the 

purpose of reinterviewing REDACTED Det. Mcilvain. 

reported: 

Following conversation with Deputy ~EDACTED , I 
requested he have the victim and parents come to 
the EVSO for interview. They arrived a few minutes · 
before 9 p.m. 
VictimREDACTED 7-1/2 years, DOB: 
4-18-73, said that today while at St. Paschal's 
Church, T.o., about 3:30p.m., just prior to CCD 
classes (religious·instruction), suspect asked him 
into a small office saying, "Do you want to see 
some pictures." The victim sat on the priest's 
lap as the priest showed him pictures from a book. 
(Described like a school yearbook.) As the boy 
looked at the book, the suspect put his hand 
inside the victim's shirt and rubbed his abdomen 
and chest area. Suspect then put his hand inside 
victim's clothing and rubbed his doofer (penis). 
The suspect began shaking very hard and said ~o 
the victim, 11 It's·cold in here." The victim 
finally asked the suspect if he could leave and 
the suspect said yes. After he qot outside the 
office, he told Mrs. REDACTED 
that Father Roemer had shown him some pictures. 
He then went to ceo class which starts at 3:45 p~m. 
He told his parents what had occurred at dinner. 
Victim also said the suspect kissed him on the 
neck, near the right ear, as he was rubbing him. 
The whole incident la~ted about five minutes. 

REDACTED said she phoned REDACTED 
teacher) after learning what occurred and Mrs. 
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REDACTED . . recalledREDACTED telllng 1-.o..- +-1-.,+- ~ather 
Roemer had shown him nictures. REDACTED after 
hearing REDACTED information, told her she -
would contact REDACTED an active church 
member, to'see what should be done about the 
information. REDACTED recontactedREDACTED 

REDACTED , sayin~REDACTED said the police should be 
not~f~ed. 

REDACTED 
police. 

had already decided to phone the · 

Prior to the interviews with REDACTED I 
nhoned the church and left a message with KEDACTED 

·REDACTED . to hav~ Father Roemer phone me 
as soon ~s possible. 

The susoect returned the call around 2245 hours. 
DeputyREDACTED talked with him and asked if he 
could come to EVSO. He said he would. 

STATEMENT OF DONALD PATRICK ROEMER 

Detective Mcilvain's report continues: 

I interviewed suspect in the EVSO on tape, 
·following Biranda waiver, approximately 2300 hours. 

nnn~1~ Prl~rirk ~nPmAr. DOB! 3~17-44. 36 vears. 
REDACTED 
Following is a narrative summary of taped 
interview, 

The suspect, who has been a Cathn1 i r nri P!=lt: fhr 11 
years, said that everything thatREDACTED 
said was probably true. Today, l-~6-tlL arouna 
3:30p.m., he asked the boy into the teachers• 
lounge on churchqrounds, .had him sit on his lap, 
stroked his stomach, abdomen, and genitals. He 
also had the boy stand up next to him for awhile 
and stroked his penis. As the boy was sitting on 
his lap, he did begin to shake. He did make a 
remark about it being cold to cover up for the 
shaking. The suspect did have an erect,ion and an 
ejaculation resultant from the fondling. The 
victim asked if he could go out to play and Father 
Roemer said yes. The total time suspect was 
stroking victim was about two minutes. When asked 
if he kissed the victim, he said he didn't recall, 
but if the victim said he kissed him, then he did. 
The suspect said he knew when the boy left the 
office that he would be found out. He also heard 
the victim yell to ~.~rs REDACTED :hat Father 
Roemer had just shown him pictures. 
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Suspect said he has been struggling with feelings 
of a homosexual nature since he was young and 
sought assistance while assigned to a parish in 
Santa Barbara· through a church psychologist. 

The suspect also admitted that information given 
by REDACTED Waf: .._ ____ ---'~ -'~~ d occur on 1-18-81. 
(See statements of REDACTED under Count II.) 

Also on 1-19-81, while in the teachers'· lounge, at 
3:30p.m., he rubho~ ~he o~n~ach, chest, and 
und,erarm area of REDACTED 6th grade, 11 years. 
(See statements of KI::UAG II::U under Count III.) 

. Two weeks ago, 1:...12-81, teachers·' 
stomach, chest of REDACTED 
(See statements of"cunv 1 cu 
Count IV.) 

lounge, he rubbed 
7-1/2 years. 
under 

Father Roemer took a group of boys'on a trip to 
San Diego during the week following Christmas, 
1980. They stayed in one hotel room with two 
r'ln11hlP heds. During this trip, at night, believing 

REDACTED , 14 years., to be asleep next to him in the 
bed, he touched h.is genitals. · 

· REDACTED 

Also during this trip, while sleeping with 
REDACTED. 1 14 years, he attempted to touch his 

genitals, but the boy had not been asleep •. He got 
out of the bed and went and laid down on the 
floor. The suspect asked him what was wrong and 
the boy replied, 11 You felt too low." The suspect 
then told the boy he would never do anything like 
that (to cover up his actions) and that the boy 
was wronq about his intentions. (See statements 
of REDACTED under Count VII.) 

The suspect also related that he had use of a 
ranch in Fillmore, via relatives, from approximately 
August 1979 to August 1980 where he often took 
boys for the weekend or-overnight. They would 
sleeD in sleecina bags on the livinn rnnm f1nnr_ 

REDACTED . 13 years, and REDACTED 
14 years, on separate occasions ,vue '-·'"'""" """"'-.. , 

were stroked on stomach and chest area. (See 
statements of REDACTED . pages 28 to 30, 
and REDACTED , pages 31 to 32.) 

He stroked genitals and stomach of REDACTED 
14 years, while asleep at the ranch on one, maybe 
two occasions. (See statement ofREDACTED 
page·· 30.) 

REDACTED 
He also stroked stomach, chest area of 

REDACTED two or three times in the teachers' lounge 
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on churchgrounds. 

The suspect was very cooperative, appeared truthful. 
He· said he usually had an erection during the 
stroking activity and sometimes he ejaculated. 

Suspect placed under arrest and booked EVSO. 
Attached are photos of children in his wallet. 
Red arrow is photo of REDACTED victim #2. 

In a report prepared by Detective Hcilvain on January 29, 

1981, she stated: 

I 

On ·January 29, 1981, approximately 1615 hours, at 
the direction of Deputy District Attorney Joe 
Taylor, and while my conversation of 1/26/81 with 
suspect Donald Patrick Roemer was still fresh in 
my mind, I listened to the taped recording of that 
conver.sation. The following is my word-for-word 
accounting. of. the conversat.ion from its beginning 
through the Miranda waiver. All responses of · 
suspect are underl~ned. Hy statement/questions 
are in quotes. 

"I don't know if you are aware of the fact that 
there is a family in Thousand Oaks that has a 
young boy that is giving information accusing you 
of child molest. The information was given this 
evening and I felt like we should try to get in 
touch with you as soon as we possibly could because 
of the sensitivity of it. What is your whole 
name, Father?" 

Donald Patrick Roemer. 

"And your date of birth?" 

Harch 17 , ' 4 4 . 

"Making you" 

36. 

"And your residence addr~ss?" 
REDACTED 

"Do you have your own phone there?" 

Yes. Well, there's a house phone and I have a 
private phone. The house phone is 496-0222. 

''The house phone is kind of like a work phone 
isn't it? 11 
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It's a work phone and I have a private line. 
REDACTED 

REDACTED. 
"I 1 d like to talk to you about the information 
given, but I have to read you your rights because 
at this point you are a suspect in the crime of 
child molest. Okay. 11 

Yes (suspect nods yes) 

"You understand that you're suspected of committing 
the crime of child molest? Do you understand?" 

.. (Suspect r~pds head) .Inaudible yes .. 

"You have the right to remain silent. Do you 
understand?" 

UmmHrnrn. · 

"If you give up that ·r.L:rhtl anything you say can 
and will be used against you in a court of law. 
Do you understand?" 

(Suspect nods yes) Inaudible yes. 

"You haye the right to talk to a lawyer and have 

RCALA 008497 

]I 

-- ·· --him -p-re!sent. -,.;i t.n-you- bef·ore and whi-le--being ques-tioned. 
Do you understand?" 

(Suspect nods head) Inaudible yes. 

"If you cannot afford to hire a lawyer, one will 
be appointed to represent you before any questioning 
at no cost to you, if you wish one. Do you underst;and?" 

(Suspect nods yes) Inaudible yes. 

"Do you understand all of these rights (cough/ 
excuse me) that I have explained to you? 

(Suspect nods yes) Inaudible yes. 

"Do you have any questions about these rights?" 

No, I don't think so. 

"Having these rights inmind, do you wish to give 
up these rights and talk to me about the charge 
against you?" 

I'd rather talk to you. 

_ "You would?" 
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Yes. 

"Okay.'' 
REDACTED 

"Do you know a boy by the name of 

The interview was approximately 60 minutes long, 
only the first 30 minutes were recorded on tape. 

RE
(\D.,...AC+-T'hoED"tape, suspect discussed actj vi t-.v with botJi 

boys, victim REDACTED and REDACTED.. Off 
tape, but during second part of interview~ he · 
discussed victims REDACTED and REDACTED in San Diego, 

REDACTED ,REDACTED and REDACTED in Fillmore. 

A verbatim 'transcript· of the 30-minute taped portion of 

the interview by Detective Kelli Mcilvain of Donald Patrick 

Roemer on January 26,.·1981 is marked Exhibit "A," attached, and 

fully incorporated herein by reference in this· "Statement of 

Facts." 

On February 4, 1981, District. Attorney Invest.igator 

REDACTED inte~viewed REDACTED and reported: 

On February 4r. 1qH1 at approximately 5 p.m., 
I interviewed REDACTED in the company of both 
parents at hiR residence. Deputy District 
Attorney REDACTED was present and participated 
in the interview. 

REDACTED is a 7-year-old, 2nd grade student at 
University Elementary School in Thousand Oaks. 
He attends CCD classes at St. Paschal's Church 
and has done so for three years. His CCD 
teacher is REDACTED who also transports 
him' to and from class. 

REDACTED d . . , f , relate the follow~ng ~n ormat~on: I see 
Father Roemer every time I go to CCD classes. 
He always hugs me and kisses me on the head. 
On January 26, 1981, when I got to CCD class, 
Father Roemer came up and hugged me. He had a 
book in his hand and said, "Corne into the room 
where the teachers meet (teachers' lounge) and 
look at some pictures." 

~1hen we got in there, he picked me up and put 
me on his lap. He \vas holding the book and 
rubbing my "wiener. 11 ~e told me to stand up 
because it would be easier. He started shaking 
after he started rubbing my "wiener." I asked 

409831 
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him why he was shaking and he said because he 
>vas cold.. He still had his hand under my pants 
and I asked him if I could go outside. He 
said, 11 Sure" and took his hand out of my pants. 

I went outside and told REDACTED that 
Father Roemer had shown me some pictures.and 
tickled my chest. 

When I got home and was eating dinner, I told my 
~~om and Dad what had happened. I felt like a 
11 tattletale" for telling them. 

I.have never seen Father Roemer shake like that 
before. When he was rubbing·my 11 wiener, 11 I 
didn't ~e~l him to stop because.! was afraid. 

On February. 12, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

.pete Smart interviewed REDACTED by telephon~. 
' 

Investigator Smart reported: 

On February 12, 1981 at approximately 8 a.m., 
I telephoped .the above witness regarding an 
incident that occurred on Januarv 26, 19Sl 
involving Father Roemer andREDACTED 

REDACTED is a teacher at St. Paschal's 
Church in Thousand Oaks. She transports · 
several children to rinn from CCD classes. 
; ,..,,..., ,A; ,.,,...REDACTED and REDACTED and REDACTED 

REDACTED 

REDACTED related the following information: 

On January 26, 1981, I droveREDACTED and HEDACTED 
REDACTED to CCD classes at St. Paschal's Church. 
When we arrived, the boys got out of the car 
and walked toward their classrooms. I went to 
my classroom and then went to the supply room 
to get some supplies for my class. 

As I was returning from the supply room, en route 
to my classroom, REDACTED carne up to me and told me 
that Father Roemer had taken him into his office 
and had shown him some pictures. I made some 
appropriate comment, like, "That's nice," or 
something like that. 

At that moment, Father Roemer \valked up and asked 
me what REDACTED had told me. Father Roemer asked if 

REDACTED had told me that he had shown him some 
pictures. The discussion was brief as it was time 
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REDACTED 
for classes to start and and I left for our 
classroom. :V~-<lid. not·"'fiCtJ.ce anything unusual 
aboutREDACTEDthat· day.,- but I do .recall. he .. may" .have 

... been-nervous durin~ class.· He had to leave the 
-classroom twice.~that dav to go tp the bathroom, 

< ·which is unusual for REDACTED 

In ~etrospect·; I~ .gv.ess -it was unusual· for . .Father. 
·- R6~rner to walk up to· me· and ·ask What REDACTED, had 

-said to ··me. ,,._Fal:he'r; ·.Roemer:-'U'sua:lly does not·· walk.. 
· . up.···fo adults. and talk ·;to them •. He· (3pends the 
::.·majority- of~·h±s t"ime with .. kids. · 

REDACTED , 
I know quJ.te well and I know in my' heart .he 
would not;.:fabricate a story or lie about what has 
happened;' 

.I have been very concerned about.the entire 
incident because of .the impact it has had on the 
community 1 the church, the young boys involved, 
and Father·Roemer. ·I have a youn.g.son who is 
involved in the church and also attends ceo 
classes. I have questioned him about Father 
Roemer and he has denied that anything like that 

13 has happened or has been attempted. I feel confident 
he is being truthful. 

14 

15 

16 

. 17 

18 

19 

20. 

21 

22 

COUNT II: REDACTED 

On January 26, 1981, VSO .Deputy.'. Bruce· McDowell .' .. _ 

interviewed REDACTED 1REDACTED ) , 10 years, 

DOB: 3-12-70, and reported: 

He related that on 1/19/81, while suspect was 
hearing his confession, the suspect rubbed 
his stomach, chest; and underarm area (touching 
skin under his shirt) • The suspect and REDACTED 
were sitting side-by-side in chairs. The 
suspect also kissed him on the right ear twice. 

REDACTED 
23 On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigatol 

24 REDACTED. interviewed REDACTED and reported: 

25 On February 4, 1981 at approximately 5:50p.m., 
I interviewed REDACTEDin the company of both parents 

26 at his residence. Deputy District Attorney Joe 
Taylor was present and participated in the 

27 interview. 

28 IIIII 
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REDACTED 

is 10 years old and is a 5th grade 
student at University Elementary School in 
Thousand Oaks. He is Catholic and attends 
St. Paschalls Church. He also attends CCD · 
classes at the church on each Monday afternoon 
and is transported to and from the class by 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

related the following information: 

On January 19, 1981, my entire CCD class went 
.to confession. The confession was with Father 
Roemer who instructed me to sit on a bench in 

.the confessional. Father Roemer sat beside me. 
He hugged .. me and kissed my right ear two times. 
At the same time, he put his hand under my 
shirt and started rubbing my stomach, chest 
and under my arm. He continued rubbing for 
30-45 seconds and. then stopped. 

I finished with confession and .-left. I did .. not 
REDACTEDnyone what Father Roemer had done until 

told my parents what had happened to him. 

COUNT III: 

Father Roemer has not done any thing like that 
to me before. 

REDACTED 

on January 27, 1981, Sergeant Jack Hughes interviewed 

REDACTED REDACTED 
12 years, DOB 6-28-68, 

REDACTED 
REDACTED 

REDACTED 
reported: 

REDACTED 
interviewed 1/27/81. 

told me he attends catechism classes at St. 
Paschal's Church every Monday from 1600'hours to 
1700 hours. ne first denied going into a teachers' 
lounge, but then stated he.did after his mother 
des~E~;CTA the room. This interview was recorded 
and EDmother and father was present. He said 
that .tra1:ner Roemer talked to hitn about how he was 
doing in school. He denied sitting on Father 
Roemer's lap. He told me he was afraid of getting 
Father Roemer in trouble. He did say that some­
ti.mes he (Father Roemer) put his hands under his 
REDACTED qh1r+. Father Roemer scratching under 

""'REDACTED · 
his arm. denies that Father Roemer scratched _ 
or rubbed his chest. He did say that he ruhhed 
his stomach once. He didn't remember when.REDACTED 
then said he didn't "'ant to talk about it anymore. 
His mother inquired as to why and he replied he 
just didn't want to talk about it. 
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His parents t~lri mo they would call me if 
them anymore. REDACTED father if REDACTED 

REDACTED 

told 

On February 4, 1981, District Attorpey Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewecREDACTED Investigator Smart 

reported: 

On Februar~ 4. lQHl 
interviewedREDACTED 
at his reaiHon~o in 
Attorney REDACTED 
in the interview. 

at approximately 3:30p.m., I 
in the presence of his mother 
Thousand Oaks. Deputy District 
was·present and participated 

REDACTED 
is 12 years old. ·He is a 6th grade student 

at Acacia· Elementary School in Thousand Oaks. He 
.is. Catholic and attends St. Paschal's Church and 
CCD classes in Thousand Oaks. He has been a 
member of St. Paschal's Church for appr.oximately 
five years. Through his association with the 
church, he is acquainted with the defendant, 
Father Roemer. 

REDACTED 
related the following information: 

o:n-da.nuary-S-,---H-8i-,--whil-e--a--e--eeneing ceo·- classes-on 
the churchgrounds, I was·talking to Father Roemer 
about my new school. I was telling him that 
nobody there liked me and that was bothering me. 
Father Roemer said he knew that and asked me to go 
into the teachers'· lounge with him to talk about 
it. 

.We went into the teachers' lounge and .sat down on 
individual chairs. They were placed one behind 
the other. I sat down and Fiither Roemer sat. 
directly behind me. We were talking about my new 
school. Father Roemer started rubbing my stomach 
and chest, under my shirt. He started shaking 
while he was rubbing me. Ht=; continued rubbing my 
stomach and chest for approximately five minutes. 
(At this point I asked him to estimate when five 
minutes had lapsed. We continued talking and Tim 
interrupted to tell me that five minutes had 

·passed. The actual time that had lapsed was five 
minutes and six seconds, as timed by REDACTED 
stopwatch. 

The next incident occurred the following week 
(January 12, 1981) at CCD classes. Father Roemer 
took me into the nurse's office. I thought he 
wanted-to talk to me about my new school. I sat 
on a couch and Father Roemer sat behind me. He 
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started rubbing my chest and under my arms. His 
hand was under my shirt while he was rubbing. 
This lasted for about three minutes and Father 
Roemer was'shaking while he rubbed me. We did not 
say anything about the·rubbing, but I was a little 
concerned about it. 

On the following week (January 19, 1981) at CCD 
class, Father Roemer took me into the teachers' 
lounge to talk to'me about my new school. 

We sat in individual chairs again. Father Roemer 
sat behind me and put his hand under my shirt. 
He started rubbing my chest and under my arms. 
He was shaking, like he was nervous, while he 
rubbed me. This time it lasted about eight 
minutes. We talked about my new school and I 
looked at a magazine while Father· Roemer was 
rubbing me. About two minutes after he stopped 
rubbing, the bell rang and I went to class. 

This is the last time anything happened. I did 
not see Father Roemer when I first went to class 
the next week (January 26, 1981). REDACTED 
incident occurred on this date.) 

REDACTED 
COUNT IV: 

on January 27, 1981, Sergeant REDACTED interviewed 

l6 REDACTED 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

REDACTED 
Sergeant REDACTED reported: 

REDACTED interview, 1/27/81. 
I talked with REDACTED with his father 1 REDACTED 

REDACTED ore sent. The interview was 
recorded. REDACTED told me he attends catechism 
classes at ~t. Paschal 1 ~ Church. He attends 
class only on Hondays. lie missed the class on 
Jan. 19, 81, but was there on J~"- 1?_ ·81. His 

· father confirmed these dates asREDACTED was not 
sure of the dates. He told me sometimes he 
sits on Father Roemer's lap and they talk about 
football. He plays football for the Raiders. 

REDACTED did not remember \.;hen he went to the 
teachers' lounge with Father Roemer, maybe two 
or three weeks ago. He said his father dropped 
him off and he went to.the lounge with Father 
Roemer. They left the lounge prior to the class 
bell ringing. He said he did not go in with 
his shirt off. REDACTED said that in the lounge, 
Father Roemer rubbed his chest and stomach. I 
askedREDACTED to sho\'1 me h0\'1' Father Roemer rubbed 
his chest. REDACTED pulled up his shirt and put 
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his hand under the shirt. He rubbed his 
breast and stomach. I asked him what that part 
of his body was called and he told me, "-boobies." 
He then said that Father Roemer rubbed his 
boobies. He said Father Roemer never put his 
hand inside his pants and Father Roemer never 
asked him to touch any part of Father Roemer's 
:Pody. He said thqt Father F.oemer only r.ubbed 
his chest the one time in the room. REDACTED said 
that Father Roemer shivered like he was cold 
while rubbing him. Nobody was in the room when 
this occurred. He did not tell anyone what.had 
happened and no one has told him it happened to 
them also. I asked ~~_DACTED how long the Father 
rubbed him and he told me five. minutes. I then 
asked REDACTED to tell me about ;how long,. to tell 
me when to stop timing him, when it had been as 
long as with the Father. REDACTED stopped me 
ar~und 40 seconds after I started timing·hirn. 
He told me he did not tell Father Roemer to stop. 
I asked REDACTED if he knew what a lie was and he 
told me it is when you don't tell the truth. 

On Febru~ry 4, 1981 at approximately 1:10 p.m., District 

Attorney Investigator Pete Smart interviewed :REDACTED 
REDACTED 

Investigator reported: 

On. Februc;-ry 4 'REb2~YEDa~ appro xi rna tely l: l 0. p.m. , 
I 1nterv1ewed 1n the presence of h1s 
father at his res1aenqe •. Deputy District 
AttorneyREDACTED was also present and 
participated in the interview. 

REDACTED . • 
is 8 years old and 1s a 2nd grade student 

at La Dera Elementary School in Thousand Oaks. 
He is Catholic and attends St. Paschal's Church 
and CCD classes. He is acquainted with Father 
Roemer through his association with the church. 

REDACTED l 
re ated the following information: 

My Dad usually takes me to CCD classes and 
drops me off. When I get there, I just walk 
around, usually by myself until class starts. 
I always see Father Roemer there. One day, 
Father Roemer walked up to me and said, "Hi. 11 

we started talking about football. Father Roemer 
said he had won trophies and asked me if I wanted 
to see them. We went into the teachers' lounge 
and he closed the door. Father Roemer asked me to 
sit down on the couch.and he sat down beside me, 
about six inches away f~om'rne. 
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COUNT V: 

We were talking about football and he showed me a 
medal he won in football. He stuck his hand under 
my shirt and started rubbing my stomach and chest, 
including my nipples. He asked me if it felt good 
and I said, "Kinda." 

Father Roemer had his hand on my leg while he was 
rubbing my stomach. He was shivering while rubbing 
my chest and stomach. He started shivering soon 
after he started rubbing my stomach. When his 
hand was on my leg, it was close to my privates, 
but he did not touch them. After Father Roemer 
stopped shivering, he told me I had better go .out 
now because .. classes were abo~t to start. 

:t asked REDACTED if Father Roe~er had eve.r done this 
to him before. He said that. he had about seven 
times before, always outside on the churchgrounds 
while he was waiting for ceo classes to start. 

REDACTED said it only happened the one time in the . 
teachers' lounge and that was the only time he was 
aware that Father Roemer shivered. · 

REDACTED 
said that he felt that it was "weird or 

strang.e" that Father Roemer rubbed his stomach and 
he felt uncomfortable and thought it was wrong • 

REDACTED 

On January 28, 1981 at approximately 11 a.m., Detective 

Kelli Mcilvain received a telephone call from Hrs. :REDACTED 

RCALA 008505 

h 
. REDACTED 

regarding er son Detective Mcilvain reported; 

Approximately 1100 hours, 1/28/81, I received a 
phone call from Hrs .REDACTED . She related that 
she had taken her son,kcUAGicD , 11 years, to 
see suspect for some counseling around the middle 
of November 1980. The suspect arranged to take 
him to a drive-in movie the Saturday night after 
Thanksgiving, 11/29/80. The suspect picked him up 
about 8:30 p.m. and returned him early, around 10 
p.m. WhenREDACTED got home, he said he was tired 
and went right to bed. Either that same evening 
or the following day, she received a phone call 
from suspect. He said R'EoA2f~t wanted to .know how 

REDACTED was doing. Hrs. ED thought suspect was 
just concerned. Another counseling appointment 
was made with suspect, but REDACTEDrefused to go to 
it. Then last niaht. following press article of 
suspect's arrest, REDACTED told her that while at the 
drive-in the suspect had touched his leg and he 
(REDACTED :noved to the far side of the car and kept 
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his coat pulled tightly around himself. After a 
while, he told the suspect he was tired and wanted 
to go home, to get away from the suspect. Mrs. 

REDACTED said she had talked with her son's pedia­
trician and that REDACTED has some emotional problems 
stemming from abuse by his natural father and the 
pediatrician recommended, and she concurred, that 

REDACTED was not at a state where he should be inter­
viewed. She went on to say she felt the· whole 
thing should have been handled by the church. She 
knows the Roemer family and has felt physically 
ill ever since the news article came out. She was 
very upset on the phone, crying. She did say, 
near the ,end of the conversation., that she would 
talk tq her husband' and possiblv consider an 
interview at a later date (MrREDACTED husband 
had phoned me 1127181 and advised his stepson 
could possibly have some information regarding the 

.. case and he said his wif;e would bring him in for . 
an interview at 1 p.m., 1128181). 

The District Attorney's Office made repeated efforts to 

interview both REDACTED ~- and REDACTED but permission 

RCALA 008506 

was refus.~d by M;s,REDACTED She stated that her son's 

emotional condition was too precarious to permit such interviews, 

, d ·, REDACTED d, t· . ; . d and she ha been adv~sed by pe ~a r~c~an to avo~ the 

trauma of testifying in court. Mrs. REDACTED refused to 

disclose the name of the doctor, and refused the offer of the 

District Attorney's Office to put her doctor in contact with 

Dr. REDACTED of the Harbor-UCLA Medical Center so that 

the pediatrician would have·the ben~fit of expert advice and 

u REDACTED prti3liminary hearing of March 3, 1981, •.. 1rs. 
REDACTED 

Attorney and directed the District Attorney's 

Office to deal with him. 

IIIII 
IIIII 
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REDACTED 
1 COUNT VI: 

2 On January 28, 1~81, Detective Kelli Mcilvain interviewed 

3 ~.EDACTED 12 years, DOB REDACTED 

4 
REDACTED t t

, .,.REDACTED 
De ec ~ve • reported: 
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REDACTED 
REDACTED 

, ., UO!>'r<:! ' DOB REDACTED 

Above witness interviewed on tape 1/28/81 at 1530 
hours in presence o~ his mother, REDACTED 

,.:.1 ', 

,:ae ·said. ·that .during the swnmer '1980; he attended 
Ernie Fol+ey Sports Camp held at St. Paschal's 
School. It was held from Monday through Friday 
from about 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. He missed Honday's 

. session. On Tuesday, his first day-at the camp, 
the suspect stood close behind·him, wrapped his 
arms around his chest area., leaned his. (suspect) 
head down, chin resting on witness' head and was 
talking to him. This made REDACTED nervous and . 
uncomfortable. For the rest of Tuesday he tried 
to avoid suspect. When his t-1qm picked him up 
Tuesday·afternoon, he told her that he didn't want 

.to return to the camp and explained what suspect 
had done. His !-1om· told him· to avoid the suspect 
and.she would come to the field early to pick him 
up every day and watch him. On Wednesday, witness 
felt like the suspect was looking for him all day. 
At one point, wh~le witness was playing soccer, 
suspect came up to him and said, "You can't get 
away from me." On Thursday, while witness was 
playing football, the suspect told the witness 
that the witness was a pretty good runner and when 
he (suspect) was in school, he was a good runner 
too. He asked the witness to come to his office 
sometime and look at his sports'pictures in his 
high school yearbook. 

On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewedRlDACTED Investigator Smart 

reported: 

On February 4. 1981 at approximately 9!30 a.m., I 
interviewed RE_DACTED at the East VaJR15A'crEeeriff 's · 
Office in the presence of his mother, 
Deputy District Attorney Joe Taylor was ·present 
during the interview. REDACTED is a 7th grade student 
at Ascension Lutheran School in Thousand Oaks. 
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REDACTED 

_ was questioned regarding his involvement with 
the defendant, Father Donald Patrick Roemer, He 
related the following information: I attended the 
Ernie Folley Sports Camp at St. Paschal's Church 
in Thousand Oaks on June 16 through June 21, 1980. 
Father Roemer was present each day that I attended. 
I was acquainted with Father Roemer, having first 
met him while playing flag football in October 
1979, but had no previous personal contact with 
him. 

On June 17, 1980, while at the sports camp, Father 
Roemer came over to a bench where I was sitting 
with three or four other boys. He said, ''Hi, 
how's it ~oing?" and sat down between me and 
another boy. He put his arm around my shoulder 
and started asking questions. He asked me what my 
name was, how old I was, what my favorite sport 
was, and other similar questions. While he was 
sitting there, his body was in contact with mine 
and on at least two occasions, ··he placed his head . 
next to mine. His face would be very close to 
mine when his head was leaning on my shoulder and 
he '"ould turn to talk to me. 

Father 'Roemer said I was a nice boy and that I 
could run very fast. At that point I got up and 
went out to play basketball. While playing bali, 
I saw Father Roemer put his head on the shoulder 
of some other boys that were sitting on the bench. 
I didn't see Father Roemer anymore that day. 

When my Morn picked me up that day, I told her I 
didn't want to go back because the priest was 
doing weird. things. After I told her about what 
Father Roe~er was doing, we stayed there for 
awhile and watched him. 

REDACTED interjec~ed that ·she.watched 
Father Roemer go from child to child, hugging, 
touching, and kissing them. She saw him rubbing 
their faces, heads and upper bodies. The kids 
appeared to try to get ~ •.• ,..-,. + ... ,...., 'him, but he would 
resist their attempts. REDACTED stated her 
observations made her very concerned about Father 
Roemer's conduct and felt he. was overly friendly. 

REDACTED 
continued: I returned to the sports camp on 

June 18, but did not see Father Roemer on that 
day. On June 19, ·at about 11:30 a.m~, I was 
getting ready to play soccer. I saw Father Roemer 
and tried to avoid him. He pursued me and said, 

. 
11 You can't get away from me. 11 He came up behind 
me and wrapped his arms around me and put his chin 
on my shoulder. I started to walk away from him 
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and he walked witJ. m,:::._ ~+.ill holding that position. 
He was talking to REDACTED and I pulled away 
from him. I was under the impression that Father 
Roemer's behavior was similar to that of a homosexual. 

When the activities were over for that day, I went 
to the front of the church and waited for my ride. 
I was sitting on a bench when Father Roemer came 
up and sat very close to·me. His body was touching 
mi.ne and he put his arm around my shoulder. He 
kept his arm around me until sbme other boys came 
up and started talking to him. The kids and 
Father Roemer left and I was picked up shortly 
therea.fter. 

J' 
. On June· 20,: 1981,. r· returned to the sports camp 
.and ran the 50-yard dash. Father Roemer came up 
and said, hYou run very fast." He said that he 

.. was a runner in high school and said, "Someday you 
can come over and look at my annual." I said, 
"yeah, sure, 11 in.a low voice, expressing reluctance. 
Father Roemer said, 11 See you later,'' and walked 
away. I think he knew I was reluctant. 

In October 1980, I saw Father Roemer when I was 
signing up for fla·g football at Thousand Oaks Higl:l · 
School. I hid from him, not wanting him to see me 
because I was afraid of him. 

I saw him one time after that in January 1981 at 
the Westlake Theatre. He was there with a young 
boy and did not see me. I have not ·seen him since 
that time. 

com~T VII: REDACTED 

On January 27, 1981, Detective Kelli Mcilvain interviewed 

REDACTED 14 years, DOB: REDACTED 
II 

REDACTED 

Detective Mcilvain reported: 

Above victim interviewed on tape· in presence. of 
his father,REDACTED approximately 1930 
hours. 

REDACTED REDACTED 
He related that he, and 
went to San Diego with suspect from December 26, 
1980 to December 30, 1980, from Friday to the 
following Tuesday. They stayed in a Holiday Inn 
in a room with two r'lrmhle beds. The evening of 
December 2 6, 19 8 0 , ,REDACTED ;lept in one bed with 
suspect. The next three nights, December 27, 28, 
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29 1980 REDACTED slept in the bed w~Fh c,.,,....ect 
' ' · REDACTED " On Saturday night, December 27, 1980, 

recalls the suspect and boys laid in bed (actually 
REDACTED slept on the floor the whole four 

nights) and talked until about o~g8Ac~ED~ember 28, 
1980). This was the first time lept with 
suspect. As they were all talking, suspect was 
rubbing his chest, underarm and stomach area. 
About 1 a.m., they quit talking and decided to go 
to sleep. The suspect was still rubbing a~~ ~~ h~ 
began rubbingREDACTED Lower stomach area,REDACTED 
got up out of the bed and went and laid down on 
the floor. The suspect qat out of bed and sat on 
the floor .. ·next taREDACTED Suspect asked him what 
was wrong. REDACTED said, "You rubbed too low." 
The suspect told hlm that he had been asleep/half 
asleep and he would never do anything to hurt him. 
That it was not his purpose or intention to do 
anything besideS. stroke his stomach. The victim, 

REDACTED says he believes the suspect. The suspect 
didn't touch him the next two nights. REDACTED said 
that what occurred is really nothing and he doesn't 
want to get the suspect in any trouble. 

On February 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED ~TED Investigator Smart 

reported: 

On February 4, 1981, I interviewedREDACTED 

RCALA 008510 

' th f h ' th t th r<t.UAC I t.U ' d ~n e presence o ~s mo er a e res~ ence. 
Deputy District Attorney REDACTE~ was present 
and participated in the interview. 

REDACTED is a 9th grade student at Thousand Oaks 
H~gn cchool. He is Catholic and attends church 
and CCD classes at St. Paschal's Church in Thousand 
Oaks. He is acquainted with Father Roemer, having 
been introduced to him byREDACTED at McDonald's 
Restaurant approximately three years ago. He has 
socialized with Father Roemer on several occasions. 
He has gone to movies with Father Roemer and on 
one occasion, went on an overnight trip to San 
Diego with him. 

While attending the movie, Father Roemer would put 
his arm around him and would rub his bare back. 

REDACTED said he thought that was okay and didn't 
see anything wrong with Father Roemer rubbing his 
back .• 

REDACTED 
Regarding the trip to San Diego, related 
the following information: 
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Father Roemer called and asked me if I wanted to 
go to San Diego. I told him that I would like to 
go. 

On December 26, 1980, Father RoemerREDACTED 
REDACTED and I went to San Diego. V.Je 

stayed in a single room with two double beds at 
the Holiday Inn in downtown San Diego. Father 
Roemer paid for the room, our meals, and roost of 
the expenses while we were there. 

The· first night we were there, I s~EoA'c"!fEDin one of 
the beds alone. E~~hRr Roemer and slept in REDACTED the other bed and slept on the floor. The 
next night, I slept in bed with Father Roemer. I 
slept in roy boxer shorts and Father Roemer wore' 
pajamas. · 

Father Roemer started rubbing my ·back. He also 
rubbed my stomach and chest. H~ was not saying 
anything about what he was doing •. I was uncom­
fortable and got out of bed. Father Roemer got 
out of bed and aske~ me what was wrong. I told 
him I was uncomfortable and that he had "rubbed a 
little too low. 1

' 

Father Roemer said he was half asleep and didn't 
know what was going on. .He apologized and said he 
was sorry if he had annoyed me. 

REDACTED 
COUNT VIII: 

on December 27, 1980, Deputy REDACTED of the 

18 Ventura county Sheriff's Department interviewed REDACTED 

19 REDACTED 
REDACTED 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Deputy 

reported: 

I responded to REDACTED 
· • , REDACTED 
where I contacted v1.ct1rn "'"~':::! .. ~ ··------, a 6-year-
old boy. I asked REDACTED to tell me what happened 
in his own words. 

REDACTED • • -· • sa1.d that, "Awh1.le" ago, he and his family 
went camping with a church group. One night they 
were there, he asked suspect (he calls him Father 
Pat) to come over to his bed to say his goodnight 
prayers. After saying the prayers, suspect reached 
down his pajama bottoms and began feeling his 
"penis." He said he did it for about the time it 
takes to count to 20. Durinq the time the suspect 
talked about "peace." REDACTEDdid not say or do 
anything during this tiwc:. 
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REDACTED 
I asked why he waited to tell what happened. 
He said that he was afraid that he (victim) would 
be sent to jail. He also said that suspect has 
never done anything like this to him before, nor 
has h~ since. Suspecit has not talked to victim 
about what happened. REDACTEDsaid he had felt bad 
Rince it occurred, so he finally told his mother. 

REDACTED said he could not give any further detail9. 

I talked to REDACTED REDACTED mother. She 
relayed the following: 

On Hay 10 and 11, 1980, she and her family went on 
a religi9us retreat at camp Yolijwa in the San 

.. Bernardi'no Mountains. They went with Father 
Patrick Roemer and other members of St. Paschal's 
congregation, Thous~nd Oaks. ' She said that after 
they returned, REDA~TED no longer wanted to go to . 
church. He seemed to have a dramatic change in 
attitude toward church. ' 

She said that REDACTED told her about the incident on 
December 25, 1980. She waited to report it because 
they were out of town. She said their family is 
very close to Father Roemer and she reported it in 
hopes he would receive help. 

On January 28, 1981, DetectiveREDACTED of. the Ventura 

· · , . . d • . , · REDACTED County Sher1ff s Department reporte an 1nterv~ew W1th 

REDACTED 

At the request of Lt. REDACTED I intery~ewed 
above victim at his home atREDACTED in 

REDACTED The victim stated that he and his 
father had gone to a weekend retreat with Father 
Roemer from St. Paschal's Church. The victim, nor 
his father, could remember exactly when the trip 
took place, possibly in late April or May of 1980 •. 
The victim stated.he was in his pajamas at approx~ 
imately 2000 hours when Father Roemer started 
talking to him about the church and God. ·During 
the conversation, Father. Roemer touched the victim 
in the groin area. According to victim, Father 
Roemer then removed his hand and nothing more 
happened. The victim's father was asleep in 
another bunk in the room at the time it happened. 

I asked victim's mother if she desired criminal 
proceedings and she stated she was only interested 
in seeing that Father Roemer received help for his 
problem. 
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The above information was relayed to Lt. McKinley. 

On January 5, 1981, Lt.REDACTED of the Ventura 

County Sheriff's Office filed the following report regarding 

action taken by him in the matter involving REDACTED 

Lt. McKinley reported: 

REDACTED . 
On ~1onday, 2 9 December 8 0 1 Lt. telephoned 
me and advised me of information contained in 
original reoort. On Tuesday, 30 December 80, I 
contactedREDACTED , Sacred Heart 
Church,. fo:r:: advice on how to best handle the ; · 
situation, administratively. · 

Ori Friday r 2 January si, I telephom~dREDACTED 
mother of victim and arranged for REDAG I t:U to 
further interview victim on that date. 

REDACTED told me that she and her son had 
spoken tot"(cu!-\CTED Father Roemer 1 s superior, 
and informed him of the incident, who assured them 
the incident would be thoroughly handled. Det. 

REDACTED evaluation of the victim was that he was 
probably truthful about the incident. 

As the incident occurred more than seven months 
ago in another jurisdiction {San Berdo) and a copy 
of the report had been sent to SBSO for statistical 
purposes and victim and parents desire no formal 

·prosecution and they have brought the incident to 
the superior of suspect, presumably compe~ent 
authority, no further action is warranted by this 
department. Case closed. 

On Fe9ruary 4, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete smart interviewedREDACTED and her son, 

REDACTED 

IIIII 

Investigator Smart reported: 

On February~- 1QA1 ~~ ~nnroximately 11 a.m., I 
interviewed REDACTED and her son,REDACTED 
at the Ventura County Sheriff's East Valley Station. 
Deputy District Attorney Joe Taylor was present 
during the interview. 

REDA~TED is a 7-year-old male. He is a 2nd grade 
student at Bannon Elementary School in Newbury 
Park. 
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REDACTED 
related the following information: 

I first met Father Roemer about three years ago at 
a CCD teachers' class at St. Paschal's Church in 
Thousand Oak's, At that time, I was attending a 
Catholic church in Newbury Park. About a year 
later I started attending St. Paschal's Church 
because of Father Roemer. He was very friendly, 
maybe even overly friendly, but I liked him very 
much. 

On May 10 and 11, 1980, our family attended a 
family retreat in San BernardinQ. We stayed in 
barrack-type houses. The men occupied one and the 

.. women wer.e housed in the other. Sleeping facilities .. 
~onsisted of bun~-type beds, similar to military 
style. We.stayed at the camp for two days and 
then returned home. 

I was .not aware of any unusual appearance or 
incident while attendinq the retreat. However, on 
December 27, 19 80 ,REDACTED related an incident 
involvingREDAC~ED- Roemer that occurred at the 
retreat. said that Father Roemer had rubbed 
his stomach and his genitals while he was in bed 
and had called Father Roemer to help him say his 
prayers. 

The incident was reported to the Sheriff's Office. 
I also reported the incident to Father O'Ryan who 
is the pastor at St. Paschal's Church. Father 
O'Ryan assured me the matter would be dealt with. 
Therefore, we decided not to pursue criminal 
prosecution. I have not received any feedback 
from REDACTED as to what ac=tion was taken 
regarding this incident if 1 in fa·ct 1 anything had 
been done whatsoever. 

REDACTED was then asked a series of questions regarding 
the incident that occurred at this retreat. He 
related the following information: 

We got there (church camp) at about 9:30 or 10 
p.m. We had a snack and then went to bed. We 
were sleeping with our clothes on in sleeping bags 
on bunk beds. Hy Dad \vas sleeping in a bunk 
across from me on the other side of the room. The 
lights were all turned off, except for the one in 
the bathroom. 

... ·--· I called Father Roemer and asked him a question • 
He came over and knelt down beside my bed. ge was 
still dressed at that time. I asked Father Roemer 
a question. He started to answer the question and 
at the same time stuck his hand under my pants. 
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He held onto my penis and moved his fingers. His 
fingers were wrapped around my penis and he moved 
the lower fiQ.gers while holding it. REDACTED demon­
strated with the use of a soda bottle that he had 
been drinking from.) He held onto my penis for 
about 60 seconds. He did not say anything about 
it. I did not say anything about it because I was 
"too scared to tell him to stop. 11 He was patting 
me on the head at the same time he was holding 
my penis. 

After about 60 seconds, Father Roemer said goodnight 
and left. I saw him go into the bathroom. After 
Father Rgemer .left, I laid there for .about· a . 
half hour because I could not go to sleep. "I had 
nightmares about Yather Roemer 'dying because he 
did sin." · 

' .. ·~ 

The next morning. someone said that I fell out:of 
bed and Father Roemer picked me up and put me back 
in bed. I do not remember anything about that. 

I thought about what Father Roemer had done to me, 
but I did not tell my Dad because I was too scared 

....a~t!ll!''fits:8'Eh:i:~~.n.e-wo.u:l:d~be]..:i:eve~· me-•.. ,:... 
~ ..... ~ ..... ·7 .... ~·h ~ ,._..... ................................... • ....... . 

I saw Father. Roemer that day, but only with my l~om 
.and Dad. Nothing else happened while we were at 
the camp. I saw Father Roemer at church thereafter, 
but he never did anything like that to me again. 
He always hugged and kissed me, but that is all. 

On February 6, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

Pete Smart talked with REDACTED by telephone. 

Investigator Smart reported: 

On February 6, 1981 at approximately 1 p.m., I 
telephe.ned .REDACTED regarding an :i..ncident 
involvi~g her son,REDACTED 

REDACTED stated she talked to Father 0 1 Ryan on 
December 27, 1980 and again on January 30, 1981 
regar~ina the Father Roemer incident involving her 
son, REDACTED . 

REDACTED 
stated that Father O'Ryan appeared to 

be grate~u~ that the matter had been brought to 
his attention. He assured her that the situation 
would be thoroughly looked into and something 
would be done about it. He gave the analogy that 
the situation "is like having a splinter in your 
thumb, if something isn't done about it, it continues 
to get worse." 
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REDACTED stated th.at Father 0 1 Ryan has never 
discussed the matter with her since that·tirne. 
Therefore, she is not aware of any .action taken 
Father O'Ryan, if, in fact, any had been ta~en. 
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·4 On February 10, 1981, District Attorney Investigator 

5 Pete Smart telephoned Father Calm O'Ryan, Pastor of St. 

6 Paschal's Church in Thousand Oaks. Investigator Smart 

7 reverted: 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

IIIII 
IIIII 
IIIII 
IIIII 
IIIII 
IIIII 

·: 
On ~ebt~ar~ l~, l98l·at approximately 7:50a.m., I 
called Father O'Ryan regarding a scheduled appointment 
for an interv~ew that .he had cancelled. 

Father O'Ryan stat.ed he had consulted with legal 
counsel who had advised him not to discu·ss the 
case involving Father.Roemer with~the District 
Attorney. Therefore, he felt he should follow 
that advice. 

I asked Father 0' p··~- ~-~= ho h::.t'l been advised by 
. ·defense attorney, REDACTED Father 0 I Ryan 
said he had not. He staLed he had been advised by 
a local legal 'counsel in the community and refused ·. 
to identify that pers9n. · 

I informed Father O'Ryan it was essential that we 
talk with him regarding Father Roemer since he is 
Father Roemer's supervisor and obviously knowledgeabl~ 
about the allegations involving Father Roemer. I 
told Father O'Ryan he would receive a subpoena in 
the near future. Therefore, he would be required 
to appear as a witness, without the benefit of 
discussing the facts of the case with the District 
Attorney. 

Father O'Ryan stated he would recontact .his 
legal advisor and let me know if and when he 
would allow an interview. 
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Detective Mcilvain reported: 

Above victim interviewed nn tane. 
in by parents, REDACTED and REDACTED 
imately · 2010 hours.; EVSO. 

He was brought 
, approx-

He said that the suspect never did anything to 
him .. A couple of times he went on overnight trips 
with suspect to a ranch in Fillmore. On the first 
trip, he was 'one of six boys taken by suspect. He 
didn't really kn~M +he other five, but recalls.one 
boy•s name wasREDACTED On the second trip, he was 
one of five bovs. His friend and neighbor ,REDACTED 

REDACTED 
went also. He cannot remember who else went. (He 
and. his parents could not recall the dates.) They 
all slept in sleeping bags on the floor in the 
living room; The suspect had tickled his· chest 
and stomach area. but nothing else. After talking 
with victimREDACTED I asked his parents if .they 
would check to see if they could identify dates of 
Fillmore trips. One trip was during school year, 
prior to summer 1980. Approximately 2100 hours, I 
received a call from Mrs. REDACTED She 
advised that the REDACTED were mistaken. Her 
sonREDACTED had never gone on any trip with suspect. 
She also said she had talked with her son and the 
suspect had never done anything to him. She 
seemed upset. 

On February 5, 1981, District At.torney Investigato'r 

Pete Smart interviewed REDACTED Investigator 

Smart reported: 

On February 5, 1981. at approximately 9:40a.m., I 
interviewecREDACTED in the presence of both of his 
parents at the District Attorney•s Office. Deputy 
District Attorney Joe Taylor was present and 
participated in the interview. 

.REDACTED 
is a 9th grade student at Newbury Park High 

School. He is Catholic and attends St. Paschal 1 s 
Church and CCD classes. He has known Father 

409850 

-28-

RCALA 008517 

CCI 005350 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 IIIII 

Roemer since he (Roemer) came tn ~=;t-__ P;""::r::hal' s 
parish and is very fond of him.REDACTED is also 
active in the St. Paschal's youth program. He has 
socialized·with Father Roemer on several occasions.· 
He has attended ~ovies and has gone on overnight 
outings with him to Father Roemer's parents' ranch 
in Fillmore. He has never been alone with Father 
Roemer on any of these social outings. 

REDACTED 
thinks Father Roemer is a very affectionate 

person. Father Roemer has hugged him and kissed 
him on the forehead many times. REDACTED claims he 
has never gone into the teachers' lounge with 

.Father.Roemer. However~ he has.gone into his 
office and has been shown pictures in a book. 

. While looking at the pictures, they were sitting 
.. side-by-sid,e. and Father Ro~mer had his arm around 

him. 

On one occasion ;REDACTED invited Father Roemer to 
his home for a swimmina oartv. This ·occurred in 
earlv-Auaust 19BO. REDACTED 
andREDACTED were also present. Mr. & Mrs. 

REDACTED were not at home; however, were aware of 
the party and gave their approval. 

During the course.of t,he pax;ty, Father Roemer 
"tickled 11REDACTED in d:h? rib area. REDACTED denies 
that Father Roemer had ever rubbed his stomach 
and/or chest. 

REDACTED 
has also gone to the movies and on overnight 

outings to Father Roemer's ranch in Fillmore. At 
·the movie, Father Roemer would sit betweenREDACTED 
and one of the other boys who were present. Father 
Roemer would put his arm ar~und him and occasionally 
tickle his knee. He did not attempt to rub his 
back or other parts of his body. 

REDACTED and·several boys were invited by Father 
Roemer to spend the night at his parents' rarich in 
Fillmore. They arrived at the ranch at approx­
imately 4:30 or 5 p.m. They went for a walk, ate, 
and then sat around the living room telling ghost 
stories. Father Roemer had his arm around someone 
all of the time. 

At approximately 10 or 11 p.m., they decided to 
turn in for the night. They all slept in sleeping 
bags on the floor, except Father Roemer. He slept 
on the couch. Everyone slept in pajamas. They 
changed into their pajamas in the bedroom, out of 
the presence of Father Roemer and each other. 
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B. 

REDACTED 
denied that Father Roemer had touched or 

rubbed him while they were at the ranch. He did 
not observe Father Roemer touching or rubbing any 
of the others present. There were no unusual or 
remarkable occurrences while at the ranch. The 
following morning they got up around 8 a.m. and 
returned home. 

REDACTED said that Father Roemer is a very affectionate 
person and has hugged him, kissed him on the 
forehead and tickled him. However, he h;,c:: ,..,,..,+­
attempted i-n rnb his stomach or chest. REDACTED 

said that REDACTED is also affectionate, but 
he doesp. 1 t tickle. REDACTED denies being aware of 
.Father Roemer shaking or shiver~ng during any.of 
the aforementioned contacts with him. 

REDACTED 

·Detective Kelli Mc;Ilvain of the Ventura County. Sheriff 1 s. 

Department interviewedREDACTED 14 years, DOB: 
REDACTED 

.Detective 

Mcilvain reported: 

nhmr~'> "; r.ti .. m interviewed in presence of his father, 
REDACTED , in EVSO on tape. 

He related the suspect had never done anything to 
him. He did go on an overnight trip to the ranch 
once. Neither he rior his father could recall the 
date. They did sleep in sleeping bags on the 
living room floor and the suspect slept next to 
him in a sleeping bag, but he could not recall 
suspect touching him. 

REDACTED 
c. 

On January 27, 1981, Sergeant Jack Hughes of the Ventura 

county Sheriff's Department interviewed REDACTED 

14 years, DOB: REDACTED 

REDACTED Sergeant :REDACTED reported: 

REDACTED interview 1127/81. 1915 hours. I 
, , , REDACTED , , 

recorded the ~nterv~ew w~th ~~th h~s father 
and mother present. 
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D. 

He told me he went to San Diego with Father 
Roemer the Friday after Christmas. They left on 
December 26~ and stayed five days and four nights 
at the Holiday Inn in San Diego, Room 1003. JfEoACTED 
said two other boys went along ,REDACTED and 
(unknown last name). They stayed in a single room 

which had two double beds. The first night, the 
night of December 26, 1980, he slept ~4~h ~~+h~r 
Roemer. REDACTEDslept on the floor anaREDACTED 
slept in the other bed alone. He only slept the 
one night in the same bed with Father Roemer. He 
said he did not know if anything had happened as 
far as,Father Roemer touching him anywhere. He 

.. is a sound sleeper, 'R'EBAi-fEP his mother confirmed. 
His mother said that is'very hard to wake up. 
There was no reason he did not sleep in the same 
bed as Father Roemer. He just fe;ll asleep on the 
floor watching TV. He told me he is fond of 
Father Roemer, but would tell me if he remembered 
anything happening. 

FREDDIE ALVAREZ 

Deputy William Montijo of the Ventura Sheriff's Dep~rtment, 

on February 12, 1981, attempted to interviewREDACTED 

and made the following report: 
. REDACTED 

At aoorox. 1930 hours, I drove to 
REDACTED in an effort to interv~ew 
RFnAC:TFn a victim in this investigation. 
REDACTED victim's step-father, met me 

outside of the house and I explained my purpose. 
REDACTED told me his son was not horne, that he was 

in L.A. and would be returning the following day 
some time around 6 p.m. I explained to REDACTED 
that it was important I obtain a stmt. from 
victim. REDACTED related he had talked with· his 
son about Father Roemer and he told me his son 
told him nothing had happened. I made an appoint­
ment to attempt contact with victim btwn. 1900-2100 
hours on 2/13/81. 

2/13/81: 

REDACTED At approx. 1930 hours, I drove to the 
residence and again was met byREDACTED his wife, 
and two other adults outside of the residence. 

REDACTED related his son had not yet returned from 
L.A. I again told REDACTED it tAr:::.c: imnortant we 

k . h h. I t ldREDACTED ld spo e w~t lS son. o we cou contact 
his son at Colina School or at a later time. REDACTED 
questioned me regarding the case. I toldREDACTED 
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that the "s" had admitted touching his son. 
REDACTED asked me if questioning his son could 

wait until his court appearance. I explained 
it was necessary to interview his son prior to 
court. I asked REDACTED if pis son was home and 
he just did not want me to .talk to him. He said 
that his son vias not home. REDACTED seemed to be 
evasive about his son's whereabouts and I felt his 
son was possihlv in the residence. I was of the 
impression'byREDACTED conduct that he.really did 
not want his son involved with Roemer's case and 
was sympathetic tovrards his plight. 

.No .further effort to ~nterview REDACTED by this 
offic,e:i:-. · 

REDACTED 

On February 2 1 1981, Detective·Kelli Mcilvain of the 

Ventura County Sheriff's. Office submitted ·the following 

report: 

This date I talked with REDACTED . 
Director, of Special Education and Spe;ia~S~rvices, 
Conejo Valley Unified School District, 1400 East 
Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, 497-9511. 

He related in late October or earlv November 1980, 
a previous student, REDACTED 
told his mother that suspect, after a church­
related class, had rubbed his stomach and chest. 
The suspect shook R11 nvPr during this act{on. 

REDACTED REDACTED ( · · told ------ -------· Acac~a School) , 
REDACTED -c:.ecH . .:uer at the time. REDACTED was 
advised to phone the Ventura Sheriff•s Department 
with this info . 

The possible victim now lives· atREDACTED 
REDACTED and attends Po~nctexter 

School. 

~nnroximately 1600 hours, this date, Sgt. A. 
REDACTED and I attempted to contact victim at his 
residence. REDACTED talY:.ed with REDACTED 
(victim's Dad) who said he would have his wife 
contact us if she had any information. 

On February 17, 1981, Detective ]REDACTED Tentura 

27 County Sheriff 1 s Department, interviewecREDACTED 

28' REDACTED Mrs .REDACTED is a special 

1,,. 
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education teacher at Acacia School,REDACTED 

REDACTED 

betectiv~ Mcilvain re~orted: 
REDACTED · , .. 

Mn::- related that 1-n September 1980, Mrs. 
REDACTEu mother of studentREDACTED told her the 

following: Father Roemer, after either CCb or 
class or altar boy class, had put his hand inside 

REDACTED shirt and stroked his stomach. While doing 
this, Father Roemer began ~o tremble all over. 

. .REDACTED h' h' · f Mrs. . t J.hks t 1-s oc,eurrence was .tn June o · 
. 1980. ··.-_After learning ·of this in September, she 
immediatelv qave the information to her supervisor, 

REDACTED ·.and then to REDACTED Director of 
Special Education of r.nnA1n Valley Unified School 
District·.· (Prior. to REDACTED I At:. a ·latt=~r 
date, ·she ~ave the information to REDACTED · 
She recalls she went toREDACTED because Father 
Roemer was on Acacia School campus· talking and 
visiting with students about once a week. It was 
Father Roem~r's practice for at least school year 
79-80 and 80-Bl (to time of arrest) to come to 
Acacia School during the lunch hour on Mondays. 
MrsREDACTED knew of no formal purpose/reason for 
his visits. She recalls that after her discussion 
with Mrs.REDACTED Father Roemer quit coming to 
her class table in the cafeteria as he· had dbne in 
i-h<=> nril"lr- He stotmed visiting as much withREDACTED 

REDACTED Mrs .REDACTED said that another student of 
hers, ~cuMC~ED . 11· or 12 years, . had told her 
that Father Roemer was his "favorite rabbi" because 
Father Roemer had kissed him·on the cheek. REDACTED 
later told her that Father Roemer had invitea m.m 
to his home. REDACTED does not think REDACTED 
visited Father Roemer at his residence bec~~ae the 
newspaper article of his arrest was prinied shortly 
after her talk wi tbREDACTED . 

She learned that Father Roemer was often on Glenwood 
Elementary School campus and had filled out.some 
sort of on-campus application for Redwood School. 
Mr·sREDACTED did not know if he had ever filled out 
any similar applicat~ori for Acacia School in the 
past. She knew of·no other person who was routinely 
on Acacia campus without a formal purpose. 

WHEREFORE, The People of the State of California 

respectfully submit this Statement of Facts as proof of the 

factual basis of the pleas of nolo contendere by Donald Patrick 
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1- Roemer to three counts of violation Of section 288(a) of the 

2 Penal Code (Counts I, II, and III of the Information). 

3 DATED: 

4 Respectfully submitted, 

5 .r:-1ICHAEL D. BRADBURY, District Attorney 
County of Ventura, State of California 
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, .. By __ ~~~~~~~~~~----------~ , JOSEPH.E. TAYLOR, JR. 
· Deputy District Attorney 
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5 

INTERVIEW OF DONALD P. ROEMER BY KELLI MC ILVAIN, 

= 

6 (unintelligible) 

Donald Roemer 

Kelli ·M.cilvain 

.7 KM: And your dqte of birth. 

8 DR: 17-44. 

9 KH: And your residence address? 

10 DR: REDACTED 

11 KM: Do you have your own phone there? 

12 DR: Yes. Well, there's a ----------------
13 KM: Okay. !s the house phone kinda like your work phone? 

. 14 DR: That's a work phone. 

15 KM: And what's your--

16 DR: 495-871 

KM: I'd like to talk to you about the information I have 17 

18 

19 

to read you your rights. Because at this point you are 

a suspect in the crime of child molest. Okay? 

20 DR: Okay. 

21 ~1: You understand that you're suspected of committing the 

22 crime of child molest. Do you understand? 

23 DR: Uh-huh. 

24 KM: You. have the right ·to remain silent. Do you understand? 

25 DR:. Uh-huh. 

26 I<J'<l: If you give up that rig-ht, anything you say can and will 

27 

28 

be used against you in a court of law. Do you understand? 

You have the right to talk to a lawyer and have him 

EXHIBIT "A" 409858 
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1- you understand? 

.2 DR: 

3 . KM~ If you cannot 'afford to hire a lawyer 1 one will be 

4 

5 

6 DR: 

appointed to represent you before any questioning at no 

cost to you if you wish one. Do you understand? 

7 KM: Do you understand all these rights that I've explained 

8 

9' 

to ·you?.: Do you have· any questions about these rights? 

DR:" No, I don't think so. 

RCALA 008526 

to 

10 KM:"· ·Having these rights in mind, do you wish to ·give up these 
' 

11 rights and talk to me about the charges against you? 

12 

13 

14 

15 

DR: I'd rather talk to you. 

KM: You would?. . .. 
DR: 
~ 
·-·---- ~-- -·- ·-- -- . - - REDACTED 

Do you know a boy by the name of KM~ Okay. . 
16 DR: Yes. 

REDACTED 

17 KM: Did you see Today? 

18 DR: Yes, I saw him today. 

19 ID1: What time did you see him? 

20 DR: Saw him when he got there for his religious instruction 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Kt-1.: 

DR: 

KM: 

DR: 

KH: 

DR: 

KM: 

class. I forget the exact, probably about 3:20 to 3:25. 

What did you say to REDACTED 

What did I say to him? 

Uh-huh. 

I asked him--I'm just going to tell you. 

Okay. 

I have no problem. 

Okay. 
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DR: 

DR: 

l<M: 

DR: 

KM: 

DR: 

l<M: 

DR: 

RCALA 008527 

61 

No problem. Because, well -- it, it is a problem, it isn't -

maybe it's the best way for it to come out. 

Uh-huh. 

I mean, I've dealt with it before on a spiritual basis 

and it never works and I am_having a problem, not 

that I'm going around molesting children and 

stuff like that. I'll just tell you exactly what happened, 

probably exactly.~hat he .said. 

Okay. 

Can I ask you what he said? 

He said that ah you asked him to come into an office and 

look at some pictues 

Yeah. My year book. 

Okay. 

My year book. 

Your vear book pictures and he said that you had him sit - . 

on your lap. 

Uh-huh. 

19 KM: Is that right? 

20 DR: And I had him stand up. 

21 KM: And you had him stand up? Wh~re~ did you have him stand up'? 

22 DR: Just right in front of me. I mean, not expose himself, I, 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

.• 

KM: 

DR: .. 

KM: 

DR: 

KM: 

I touched him. 

Did you touch his penis? 

Yeah. 

Did you 

Not all the way, but I --

Did you stroke his penis? 
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1 DR: Well, kinda, just kinda back and forth, but I never really 

•2 grabbed it or touched it all the way. 

3 KM: Did, did you do this while he was sitting on your lap? 

4 DR: No, while he was standing. 

5 I<M: What did you say to him when you were doing this? 

6 DR: Well, I started out by stroking his stomach and asking 

7 him if that felt good 

8 KM: · Uh-huh. '-

'9 DR: · --. and I he ~aid 'yes and I· just went further. He didn 1 t 

10 say. anythi~g but .. :Yes and he was' paging through the book. 

11 KM: This was when he was standing up? 

12 DR: Well, yeah, he was, he was sit~ing in my lap first and then 

13 I asked him to stand up and --

14 KM: Okay. So theh you ah, put your hand under his shirt and 

15 stroked his stornach--

16 DR: At first. 

17 KM: --at first, and then did you--was he sitting on your lap 

18 when you were stroking his penis? 

19 DR: I think I did it first when he was, when he ~as standing· 

20 

21 

up and when he sat down again I did it for a short time, 

just a few seconds and that was it. 

22 KM: So you, you had him sit down, stand up, sit down, is that 

23 right? 

24 DR: Well, when he first carne in he stood up, but then he sat dow 

25 in my lap 1 looked at the pictures. That•s when I started 

26 it--

27 KM: Uh-huh. 

28 DR: He stood up, then he sat down. 
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101: o~ay. Did you tell him to stand up? 

DR: Yeah. 

KM: Why did you tell him to stand up? 

DR: So it would be easier or me to get my hand down there. 

KM: How long do you think, how long do you think this whole 

incident took? 

It really wasn't DR: About ,a minute a~d a half! two minutes. 
·\ .· t: i' ·'• . 

long.· . I 
J. 

KM: Ah, 

DR: I know this is hard for you; it's hard for me. 

KM: I'm sure it is, Father. 
REDACTED 

Have you already told 

REDACTED is it? 

DR: REDACTED really isn • t. the pastor anymore. -REDACTED 

REDACTED 
is. 

REDACTED 
KM: Have you already told ? 

·oR: I will. 

KM: HOW did REDACTED already know about ·it when I .called? 

DR: About what? 

KM: About ah, a 7-year-old, a young boy making an accusation; 

do you know? .. · 
DR: REDACTED knew about it? 

KM: Yeah. I called and talked with you, and you must nave 

got my message because you--

DR: Oh, I, I got your message. 

KM: And the Father asked me is this concerning a young boy 

and I said that I only would talk \'lith you. 

DR: It could be that the parents had called and talked to him. 

KM: No, they didn't. r•ve already talked with them. Maybe 
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somebody else, or they talked Maybe~­

DR: How could he have possibly known? 

KM: Somebody else must have called. This only happened today. 

DR: Yes. 

KM: Is it alright if I have a cigarette? 

DR: Sure. 
REDACTED 

KM: Okay, ,they have another boy who's name is '. 
DR: Yes. 

KM: He told me something that happened during confession. 

Would you know what that would be? 

DR: Uh-huh. 

~~= What was that then? 

DR: He came in .and sat on my lap for confession, I put my 

hand·under his shirt. I didn't, you know, molest him or 

anything like that. 

'KM: When ah, when-REDACTED 1.vas in your office, did you kiss hi 

on the ear?' 

DR: 

That's the truth, I don't--

KM: You don't remember? 

DR: I don't remember. 

KM: Do you think you could have? 

DR: I could have. 

Can't remember. 

KM: He also said that when you were stroking his penis and he 

was sitting on your lap, you were shaking. 

DR: Uh-huh. 

KM: Is that true? 

DR: Yes, 
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REDACTED 
KM: When ah, when was in confession and you had him sit 

on your lap, and,you rubbed his chest, did you kiss him 

on the ear? 

DR: I don't think so. Did he say that I did? 

KM: Yeah. 

DR: If he did, then it was probably right. 1 don't 

:KM: Have_ y01~, you were saying you've been dealing with this 
.:. 

spiritually--

OR: And psychologically 

KM: And psychologically. · 

DR: ~here's a priest in Santa Barbara that I go to, used to 

go to on a regular basis, but I haven't seen him in about 

4 or 5 months. 

KM: Has anything like this ha~-have you ever done anything 

like this in the past? 

DR: I've come close to it, yeah. 

:KM: Arn I going to find out about other victims besfdes, 
REDACTED 

besides ? 

DR: It has happened before, yes. 

KM: It has? 

DR: 

KM: Has it happened before, while in Thousand Oaks at this 

particular church? How long have you been at this church? 

DR: For 3 years. Not quite 3, it'll be 3 years this 0uhe. 

KM: And where were you assigned previously? 

DR: Santa Barbara. 

KM: Santa Barbara. 

DR: Never happened there. 
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1 KM: Have you ever been arrested for anything prior to this? 

2 DR: No. 

· 3 Y.M: Hm..;r long have you been a Father? 

4 DR: 11 years. 

5 KM: 11 years. 

6 DR: Please be patient. This is painful. 

7 KM: I know and I app1;eciate how ?ard it must be. 
1
, Nobody, I'm 

\ ', ' 

8 sure, bu.t you, q~m know h9w terribly hard it. is. 

9 DR: Last year I got the~ bec~use of interest in working with 

10 

11 

12 

kids.andit's not just motivated by the problem, last year 

I got the honorary service award from the National PTA for 

working with kids. What a farce now --

13 KM: Can you give me an estimate of how many times in the past 

14 this has happened, fondling the genitals? 

15 DR: I don't know. Two, two times before. 

16 KM: And how long ago has this been? 

.17 DR: It's been within this year. 

18 KM: This year? All, January of this year? 

19 DR: I don't think January. 

20. KM: 19Bl? 

21. DR: . Yeah •. 

22 ~~: It's been since Christmas? 

23 DR: Well, there was one occasion, right after -- I'm not trying 

24 

25 

to elude you. I'm just, I don't really know when exactly 

it \'las. 

26 KM: Ah, other than fondling with your hand -- the other two 

27 incidents, was .there any type of sexual activity? 

28 DR: No. 
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C7 

KM: Okay. Have you had very many boys sit on your lap during 

confession and rub their chests? 
REDACTED 

.DR: Besides brother, I don't know --

KM: Po you think that's appropriate behavior, Father? 

DR: No, I know it's not appropriate. I, I--

KM: I und~rstand that you realize what you did was 

wrm;.g, but I 1 ve got the feeling, from what you said before, 

DR: No, .I don't;. l'm not trying to dover up or anything 
.• ' . . . ' REDACTED 

KM: ·.It's not as overt .. as· what happened with but --

DR: Yeah. 

KM: --but it's still inappropriate--

OR: Yeah, it most certainly ·is. I have not nearly enough 

sought out, I think, enough pshchological help for the 

problem I have. (pause) Like, even after it happened, I 

think I knew, I really did know --

KM: You knew what? 

DR: That I was I just felt it, ! 

mean, it's no·t like I haven't told anybody before. 

KM: Have you tola people before? 

DR: Not people, but this priest that's up in Santa.Barbara. 

KM: yeah. But you've--have you told anyone else? 

DR: No. 

KM: Do you know the names of the other two boys? 

OR: Ah -- there is one, well there's one kid that 

lap in confession and I did it -- REDACTED 

I<M: And how long ago do you think that was? 

DR: Not long, I think it was two weeks ago. 

I<M: You know how to spell it? 

sat on my 
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1 DR: REDACTED 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

KM: 

DR: 

KM; 

DR: 

REDACTED 
How old is 

I thinkREDACTED, 7-1/2. 

Was he already going to confession? 

I think he made his first one, but I didn't do it in 

confession. 

7 KM: When did it ~appen? 
. . 

8 DR: That was ih, in that'sarne room--it's not my office, it's 
., . 

the teachers' 'loJ~ge: Th~t is in the ceriter of the school. 

10 KM.: Now would that have beem the 12th, Monday the 12th? It 

11 would be tw9 weeks ago today. 

12 DR: I think, I think that would be 

13 KM: Was, is he going to CCD? Wouldn't that be about the same 

t~ing? 14 

15 DR: It was Monday. You're just talking about in general, net 

16 .. genital? 

17 KM: You didn't rub his genitals that time? 

1'8 DR: No. I didn't rub his at all. 

19 l<M: did you rub his stomach? 

20 DR: Yes. And his chest. 

21 Kl-1: touch his skin 

22 DR: Uh-huh. 

23 I<M: Did you show him your year book that time? 

24 DR: No. 

25 KM: How long did this--ah, how long was it? 

26 DR: About 2 minutes. 

21 KM: Was this about 3~30? 

28 DR: Ah, around 3:30. 

409867 
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61 
1 KM: And besides REDACTED the other incident? 

DR: One other REDACTED He's a 6th grader. And that 

was the same day-~ I don't think that was on the same 3 

4 

s 

day. I can't remember exactly when that happened, I think 

it was last week, last Monday. He spel.ls it REDACTED 

6 KM: He's in 6th grade, so he's 11 or 12? 

7 DR: Uh-huh. 

8 

9 

:KM: And you think. this was last f~.onday? 

DR: · Uh-huh .. 

I ' 

• ' REDACTED . 
10 KM: Which, b~ the same. day ··went to conf·ession and this 

11 happened. 
REDACTED REDACTED 

12 DR: Ah, ah went to confession-- Okay, when he went 

13 

14 

to confession was not on a Monday, it was his day for CCD. 

Yes it is, he comes--he was sick today. So, it was the 

lS same--it was the same, think it was--the same day .. 

16 ru~: He was sick today? 

17 DR: Yeah. Eis brother was not there. 

18 KM: Okay. So, so it was on the same day with REDACTED Did 

19 this happen in the confessional? 

20 DR: No. 

21 KM: Where did it happen? 

22 DR: In the room. 

23 KM: In the, ah, the same room we were talking about previously? 

24 DR: Yes. 

25 f~: Did you have the 6th grader sit on your lap? 

26 DR: No. Ee sat in a chair next to me. 

27 KM: And this wasn't during confession? 

28 DR: No. 
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KM: How did you have him come into the office? 

DR: As soon as he got there. It was previous--confess--the 

confession time wasn't Saturday. It was, it was & SFecial 

time that REDACTED and I have the penance servi9e 

and they can go to confession if they want. So, that was 

after 4 o'clock. I don't know the precise time, but this 

is before CCD •.. It starts. at 3: ~0. 
REDACTED ,. 

l<M: REDACTED ' \ 

REDACTED 
DR: 

KM: Well, was he in that office for.a prepenance conference?. 

DR: No. 

KM: What was he in the office for? 

DR: I asked him to come in there. 

KM: Why did yo~, did you ask him to come.in t9 look at 

anything or for what reason? 

bR: I jus--he's in a special class at school. 

KM: Uh-huh. 

DR: Not at our school, but at Acacia and I asked him to come 

in to see how he was doing beca~se I didn't see him at 

lunch that day when I was there. 

KM: What did you say to him, while you were rubbing his chest? 

DR: I just asked him how things were going, just had like a 

general conversatiori. 

KM: You were jus--and you were rubbing his chest while you 

were having a general conversation? 

DR: Uh-huh, yes. 

KM: Well, did he seem alarmed? . 

DR: No. You're asking me for a fact. 
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~1: Yeah. Yeah, I know. 

DR: 

KM: Well, that's right. 

DR: I know what I'm doing is -- wrong. 

KM: I'm just trying to see--you're sitting side-by-side-­

DR: And I reached over like this. 

(pause) · '.' 
KM: R~bbing'his .chest. · 

DR: . Yeah. 

KM: Did you have.an erection when you were doing this? 

DR: Yes. 

KM: Did you have an erection when you were doing this to ah, 
REDACTED 

DR: Yes. 

KM: Did'you ejaculate? 

DR: Ah, yes. 

KM: Did you ejaculate while rubbing the chest? 

DR: Ah, I can't remember. 

KM: Okay. Do you remember if you ejaculated after rubbing 
REDACTED· .. ~. 

DR: Ah, today you mean? 
REDACTED 

KM: No wasn't -- today. 

DR: Oh, that's right, ah no. ~hat was different. 

KM: But you had an erection when, you -- with REDACTED 

OR: Uh-huh. 
REDACTED 

~1: And you had an erection when you were with 

(pause) 

DR: Yes. 

409870 
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KM: Have you ever done anything like this with any little 

girls? 

DR: No. 

KM: Well, it was 2 weeks ago withREDACTED ~ week ago with 

RCALA 008538 

REDACTED REDACTED RELJAC 1 e:u 
and and today with Is there anything ~lse, 

Father, is there anything else that will come to light, 

that you t~ink you should talk about now? 

DR: Yeah .. '· 
, . .. 

KM: What is that? 

DR: Everything I tell you has to go dovm? 

KM: It does, Father. 

DR: Probably be made public too? 

KM: The ah--

DR: You don't have to answer that. 

KM~ The details of this, I won't make p~blic. It will be 

public information that you've been arrested. 

DR: What does that meari? 

KM: Well, whoever is arrested that's public information, 

just point of fact-- that's what it is, public information, 

but I won't.be talking to the press, myself, about 

details of the case. And I know that that is very 

frightening from your position right now. But the real 

point is this activity is wrong -- it's gotta be stopped. 

That's the important part. 

DR: Right. 

KM: 

DR: I understand. I -- but, like how it's stopped --

KM: Yeah. Important too. 

409871 

-14-

CCI 005371 



I' 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

·12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

RCALA 008539 

...... •.-- .. ·-.:·. 

DR: What, what kind of help can I get, if any at all? 

KM: What kind of psychiatric help? 

DR: Is that part of the procedure? 

I<H: It is part of the procedure, you will· be ah, eval,:uateq 

by psychiatrists and I, I really don't know what kind 

?] 

of help they will give you. I know'it is essential you're 

motivated to be helped. 

DR: 'Yeah. Th~re•s no doubt.about'it, it's kind of like trying 
' 

and ~rying and.trying ~otto get involved in that, failing 

over ·and. ·ove:z: again and not knowing what tc do. 

KM: Fighting it and fighting it. 

DR: Fighting it and not knowing hmv to handle it anymore •. 

Fooling .yourself that the more you go and talk to a 

spiritual leader it's gonna do, and letting it gc, you 

know? 

KM: There are special psychiatrists for this kind of problem 

DR: 

KM: 

DR: 

that specialize in this area. Ah, I don't·, I can't tell 

you what, what the courts will do about this. I can't. 

say no, they'll just put you, you know, in a psychiatric 

program, I really can'• t tell you, cause I don't know \-.rhat 

the sentencing will be. 

Can I just ask you some questions? I·mean just --

Sure, go ahead. 

It'll obviously be all over town. I mean, just tell me. 

KM: I think that the people in your church have a great 

respect for all the work you've done and I think that 

from investigations in the past, you will have some 

friends that will stick by you and will help you 

through this time and ah, I've already heard that 
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you have done excellent work with the youth in the church. 

DR: That's all shot. 

KM: Well, people understand that, if the work was done, it was 
' 

accomplished and you've done it, so I wouldn't say it's 

all shot. People that care about you are going to 

be most concerned of handle the whole thing. We both 

knowr .there are times when it takes a great deal more courag 
... 

to tell the.truth th~n it ·does to lie. 

DR: I know it. , I know: · 

1\M: Peopfe make mistake's. ' ~··. . 

'i . 

DR: I'm gonna trust , maybe it's for the best. -----
Where do I go from here? 

KM; Well, I'm going to have to arrest you. 

DR: Fine. I mean, .like do all the re$t of those people -have 

to be contacted? 

KM: They should be contacted. They will be contacted, Father. 
REDACTED REDACTED 

The parents of anc are very upset, naturally, 

but they also expressed a lot of concern about what would 

happen to you. 

DR: .That's great. 

KM: Is there anything else that I'm going to find out? 

DR: Yeah. 

Fl-1: Okay 
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SOF~IOR COURT OF 

~OBERT L. Sl:lAW 
DEBORA rmsca 
JOE 'l'AYLOR 
JOSEPH !(!TKO 

. •, ... · ' . . . .. ... .. . 

. ' 

. ',· •,' . . . 
The defendant waives fO~al a~rai~nrnent and re'ctitation Of ~ights. 

, •I'" lo 1 101
1 t • ~ 

The defi:mda.nt is dnly a:t-raignl!4 fo:r: plea. . · .:, ·· 
... • •. ,, ..... • :, h'{v- ~\\.~~.:!~~·· • •• • 

' . '• . 
. :\v,·.~f'loll.·)ot.~·1 'it·· .. ~·,:lfr.,."t.,~.,,,. ' j 

The defendant pleads NOLO CONTflNDEREl c~·.·the offense· of lead ;md lasc:ivic:n,:us 
acts with a ;person under the age o:f 14 years,';a ·violation of Section 288 Cal cf 
the Penal Code as set fozth in counts I, II and !!I of the Information. 

i 
R~spect~ve counsel stipulate that the court m~ re~d and con~ider th~ staternent 
of facts submitted by the !le.o:ple for :making t:he finding that there i:s a 
factual basi~ fox- the e:n.t:y or the plea. ·. . 

I .' £ ~ • . The cou~t f~d$, a ter egaminat.on, tha~ the aefenaant ~s represented by 
capab~e and experienced CO\ll\SelJ th:a.t.~tba defendarJ:h has been advised of .,. 
and unde:!:'sta.d.ds his/her e~m.atitut.ional':f:t'ighte~··and~~'the/hature of the plea,·· 
i:.qgeth.er with all posdble ter.m:! o.f·~·pmshmen:f:i·:~m{d. 'ccmmit.me.nt, that the·~· 1·l~· 
dr:'!fe.n~ant understandingly and voluntaltily ~nt~::.s. ·said, P.lea; tllat the defendant 
knmv;ir~l.y Waai\i'teS his/he~ c::onstituti.ond ri~ht. to. 'X:'e111ain. silent, to a tdal. b:y 
court or ;ur1, and to eonf:ont witnessesf and th~t the~e ~s a factual basis 
fd;r: the plea ente.:r::ed. : .:· · · ... ·\$~ .. : .:'. : · ·.;.· · , · .. ~· . 

oJJ;enha.nt a..pplie= for probat.io.p., and the mattef':is :te£~rred to th~ P.rcbation 
o~fice for investigation, report and recomrn~ndation. Rearing on defendant•~ 
ap;plibation :for :pl'Obat.ion, tlnd/O:t' the p:ronouncentent of jUdgttlent is set 'Cm.1: 
catlen!iar on Ap.dl 14, l9Bl at ~h 00 a.m. in Department 17. ·: 1,~·0:.·. 

' I '~ ' ' l l \I ' '" t ~-~~~~ 'i o ' i. • ~ I ~ f l,j:l~ ",ljool, ' 
t ,..' .. ··,.~&-;f~\.i':(/~~·~<4 .... :~~$~~~,l .. ~ 1 ···~~I"': I •',Jl:'' ~:,, '•''};(. {~1;.P"r,\' 

oe~enCI.an.t waives any question of :t:.t:me:·· to·; said. 'date.; · . .-.\'·: · · ·· . ~>.;.·;·· .:;'· ~..~. 
: 1 • l , • :::.·~,"' ,,•', • ," •:.~ .. ·.. ~ 

1 

• 

1

•: I 1 :~~ : I:J.,..I• o~..ol 
oe.;fenaant' s hail o:r: own r!!!c:o~nizance.. and the de'fend.aht 
isl ordered to report foxthwith to the: initial, 
Vie~,Jto keep all subae~uent ' 
da~e ~nO. tiroe stated. herein. 

Roptaf L. !~, county Clerk 

~.llO I . ,,:, . .-,. . .:., .. :·.··;:~~~ 
llnnnnn · t1 Jm JJR nnR I+ WAJ!t:!tn 

I I ,•~ 
1 ,,•1 
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. '! •. al .. 
· .. ,II,:-. -': ... .. 

}cr:~~ D~ a~BURV 
Dis~i~~ Attorney 
:Hil.ll of 0'11-$ti"c; 
$00 south ~ietoria·AvAnUa 
Ventura, CA 93009 

Tel~phonQ (SOSj 654·2500 

Attorney tcr ~lainti££ 
. .. · .. : 

,. ,,. 
... ·:S-·. 

.. 

... 
I I I , .. 

... ~ ... .... 
SO?SRIOR C:con O:e' ePJ:il~OtwiA, Cctrn~ OF VEN':m\?.A 

:r-l\'• '1 l' I k. ,'fl"f~\~ I~~ 

: ;:, : \1!··,. _..;.<i> ·:·· 
~ PIZOPr.& or 'ta:a: .S'Vw'L'& oF ~:r.Fo:RNTA, l ." c.o c; I.L !1s-t' 

· ' ) · COUB.'r NO, A. P 

Pla.i.n.~~f.f, r..·~:~ Ji"ir.ON!' Xll:SJiiOSX'l':t.Ol-1 AG~'l' 
vs. :• 0 ) I • ~I ' 

) ·, · (rel.'la.J. c~;~de s l.,t!}:l • .$) 
1

1
1 1 !" f:~:, J.o _{ 

Cef~~d~t. ·~ ~;:: .. DONALD PATRICK. ROE~R ________________ , ·: 
,, i, 

I. .. 

The de£endant will ~lea~ GUIL~ ( ) ~OLO CONT~NC~RE (JQ co~ 
counts I, II, Rnd III, aaQh·&lleSifiS a eGpa~4~a violQtioe_of se~tion 
28"8taJ of tfie Penal Codeand admit.. • 
'I'fie··remairting ~O'ltAtSn:Ucia.llel!fations· and th.l;! clla.t:ges ecn~;.ained 
in =~~~ 1"1umbe.r G1_<)'M!.;,s.,S:.Q will b.e .u:i.siii:Lss~Q. a.£ter the aden• 
dane l. s s~M~$1:\ce. • . . ·. 

a, Not.O CONTENDEl!U:: t':r:,llA (Ce£~da~t t/i:niUal, if a.p.J?lieable) 
I •• I' o' 

t./ ~ t \mlilllt~ta.,~.d that my plc;:t~:. oC .n.C3.1o .~Q~t·~ndet'e (n.o oo:nt.ee-c) hu 
the sil.me c£:Eco1:. as a ~uqty· p1&il in.:i:.hai:! it. eonst!it.ute.s a. eon ... 
viction and allows for ths same ~unishment. 

I •, tit I 

• •' i' It I I f· VOLtiN'l'AAINES:S or P!..EA (Defendant t.o.':·initiall. ' ·' 

v · ..lf'_L t &m entodng this pl.ea ~i~~~AII:':i.i~::,.~~~ :.~~:a~ the. ~G~~l'U o:t any 
fo~ee, pl:'auure, 'i!huats. or~_coercicn. :.brouqht a.c;ra.i.n.s'C .me o:r any 
member: of my fam.f..l.Yt l!urther·i''no p:t'omi&es h!l.ve been mc.ce other 
than. theloe ak!pead.nS" ott ,this·:;·~ca::m.· '··' :·: · "-::~· -. " '•" 

' . 
'\:··. ··. 

.. . .. 
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.,.,. . . ...... . . . ..... ''•":·J~t~ \ 
~- ~~:!.:.!~~.} ... ~!?~::·:·.~.::..;" . " -~~i~':,-:i··::;,:~ 

' :.;· .. '.; ...... ,..f;:~/f-~:~::;f:/'' ',~Ill'' ··,,; 

D. · tAC'I'U~ t:l~S:CS FOR X'~ . ..~.~~f~m~~n.~: t':~ :i..n!tia1) 

t>~£. 1 /:l.a'{e· disr;nJsaed ,the' h.ti~!~ 'ct/~~·· ¢·a:st:!· c113dnst 1ne iiind all 
J?Oanble defe:usea wh£¢?h.,':t,.'tmigl)t ·-9~ve -ttf.t.h .ro::rr atto:rney. 

:· • -~· * ':.r~\~·· ·.:,.·..-~~~~r: 
PfR. l agree tha court may~'re~e:l.ve.:an-e ccn:d.t!er the ~~lit' 
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17 

)9.K =~~~~iuxx 
iea~~5¥~o~ftK~0lle~NR~5~i~s~gf~gfiaFD~Rli gf, fiS8Jgtg&fiti~rl¥~1£~0€R~a 

-·t.l'll:nCil -GOUR&a. .Qf...'Y'!$-lati:ng St.1at:lrei\ 288ta) d thG-];I.o.n.a.:.l: Ga4e. 

v 

E. CONSEQUENCES O:E' lll:.E.A. (D,;fendant. to initial) 

.l?.f{;. Uy o.tt.one;y has ex.pl~ine~' ~ m~·. i:he d.bac:t ol;!.~d. ~d.i~ect ~onse­
qu~nc~s ct: tn:!,s pleca inol.udillg 'ehe tna:l(imum itOS$i.ble sent:en.ce. 

, l unde~~t~d th~t ~l~ !cllowing ocn~equences could ~C3ult f~cm 
mY plea: ·· . ·: .. . 

; It • 

rl""applic;;a:ble $pa~~;,,~·~. :: " 
' .J:2tl:,. The wa.ximwn possible term. in sta"~:e prtson is 10 Y3 yeat: (5}. 

Df"!E. :te.gistntic:n. as: t1. s~:~eua.l· offenda:r: pur~uant 'to P~naL code 
~ sec~ion 29U. · 

D~tflortl'l. t).nn, a~elusion p:r: aenia.l of na.tura.J.izatio.n if .r am an 
- alien. (~end c:~:,'Hl~ :sectio~ lOl.ti. $) 

~ ~Cornmitm~nt RR ~ ~~tally niso~dered Se~ Otfende~. 
' 

Co~itment to ~he Calife~n~~ ~ou~ Aubho~i~y • 
.. 

____ Regis~ra~ion a5 ~ n4~Cotics offender. 

F. 

' ' .. 
n 1 

0
:

0 
J. I I,.., 

••,{. I • 

WAIVE~ or COriiST:I~U'riOlllili' !tiGHTS ·(l)l!llfcnd<u1t. t.CJ in:i. tic.l.J 
• 11'. .. .. ,, I • ~I • • t 

j)~e_ Hy attorney llas expJ.~i~~e.'· to :ne and t l.l11C.e;<!;ltil.tl~ t:.hat this plea 
. ~ill ~es~lt in my ¢on~iction ~nd that I ~~erafa~a am waiving l t<~ir,rin.~ upl aa!:il'l. of t;he·.:foJ.l.ow:i.ruJ const.ituUonal ~i.9'ht:S: 

I l. ~he :t:ighi! . ~~ :hrl~~;:~~~:ey c=ha.rgta (Ltl.!i a.l1Q~~tion aga.i.nst 1M! 
dete'!:'lt!i.ned: by a,.:ju.ry .. of 12 p.ax:sons: 

I 2. ~~e ~iqh~'to ·conf~cnt and through my attorney, c~css-e~in= 
· eac;:h withe.~S C!S.llcd·:J:>y '!:he' pt'¢t;i\)C:U't;:i.on. to p:t:'Q'Il'ia ft\.l7 9Uilt: 

3: The r:i.g"ht to he·~rep~esants'd a:e all 'times Outing- a. trial by 

4. 

a c::cmpe.tent a.t.~;m~y.!:-tmd:to h~ve the Cour'l:: n~pout one. to 
;r:ep:r:e.Gent m[) a'!::. ·,no·o~arg:-•:(' i£ :1: eat~.' t a:ffo::r:a ons: 
~he ~icrht attainst self•inc~imination WhiQh means I woUld 
:net hcWe (:.r;r testif:1(·At tll:Y, erial and :i.f J: didn't tha jUJ:"j 
could ~ot,consi4er¢this ~s:a~~dence ot quilt. 

~ . •, •' •'1 • ,•'u:,• ' 
·~ ~: :::. ; ., j.·~!,.·~·~?;:)~\. :~:r.~~?~·;,~:\.:: 
,t,lJ·:: ... ~ • 41:( .,.,J,~,.· ~:) ~~ ;'t:,~~':-$1Ml'" • 

·~··· · .. ~·~· ·.·~ ·.t't~. .:~: ,~,;y ......... ,;t.; ) .. ~.· 
: ·.-:'!~~: •' ~/ ~~lr :J~tM : r.+ I ·~?tr~~iJ~~~I#o 

··t~:~i·:·/.~tr~i' ... ~~:<· .... ~·\·. 
. ,, ••.:4j·t,·:::·:,·· ... 2-· ·•l ••at;:;._,..,'!.,,... ., .. ' 
* H I Ai"n~:t~~~l/• Jl}> • 'lo' J;• '1. ~~"t l 

. 
\l • '•, ... "' .. . ' . ~ ...... '"'.......... ., 
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.. 
9. ~he Cuurt 1 s Commitments, i£ any, are: 

I • tl , 

I , . :··:.i$~~·' ~ · 
r .. ••t •" 

! ---- ----~----------~----------------_.~--------~---------------( ··.: •l' • •• ;'~,. .. · ·;, 

•' I 

I c. Sarve;: wal. w« . ! oefend""t : ~0· :ini d~~i ~ ~ · . ' : : 
V~ 1 t2.t!tf The <ie.fe:nd~nt o.g<:re~:s that' ~~··. ~:: • ell; ~·~~ts' 1 . ~~:i.Qrs rilrid enlul.n~;:$­
. ments ehat .!l.re di$1:\issad, ir..:forma.tiol:l. pe~i:.aininl] to sueh tlountsr 

priors, and enhancements may be included in the ~rabation·report 
and considered by the court. .. i:i deta~mining sentence • 

I 
I ! 

v/~1 
I 

I 

. . . ... , .. , 
l't' I :tii. .· 

OEFENOAN'C 1 S AND tlBFENSE. A'l!~O:ttbit'!l 1 s:·:·A.~RE:etmN'1' 
t have raadt disobssed with rny attorney, an! unaerstand each item on 
this ;orm and nave initialed each section to so indicate1 ! request 
the cou~t to ac~~pt thi~ pl~a. · · 

./:I 
~I I DA~ED: 
" I 

I 

.. :;·.· 
;1-,; 

::1. ·:, 
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7~J.<f.fi·~·. sy,_··, .-..;;.. ~~~~A---
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'o M \: o • 
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' ~::.t • ~::·· J ~ '(•~ ~~I I 

~~-~--~~---~-~-M-••••--·~-.-~~~--~w~-~~---.---~---~--~--·-------~--·~ •, I '• ... ··::: ,o ~~~ J!.',' o o • 

• ~· •• : ••• , , • ··, •
1 ORDER· 

The\~.e£ende..nt 1 s ].:'Ilea ie'l ~on'd.iticn'dly aooepted p\lrs\lant: tQ ~ 
p~~visions Qf ~anal Qo~_seeticn 1192.5, ana tha dlerk is o~eezsd 
tl'.:l file this Gt.'ifreement~ .. ~';!':.. · 

' ~}I 
•t"'f' 
Ill'·'<'. 

. .. 
~~the s~~erio: cou~t 

.. t ' . ' . 
~ ( •', ~~ o I 

.. . , 
I ~ ,: ' .. I L :·: ... ~ ' ' 
: J.: .. -·r ~ ... :: . ., ,, 
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~nest .to. pie·-- .­
no contest to .. · ~ 

,• : ..... · . 

child molesting 
By Gregg zoroia 

A Th~usand. O~ks- priest said ~Iii 
. morning ·he will plead . no centes! 
which is'. the' same as a guUty plea· i: 
a ·crimmal case, to .felony charges 0 
molesting three chilqren, · ·. · 

The l}ev. Donald Patrick Roemer 
36, priest. ~t St. Paschal Bayloll Catb 
olic 'Church, sai<l. he would make tha 
plea in .. exchange: for :distr.ict attor 
ney' s· offiCials. drop'ping f~ve ·othe; 
chilQ. II).olestatioil ~harges ag_ains 
him.· . . .:. . . ... 

The agreement. lietw.een Iioeme1 
and.the Dfstrict .Attarriey's Office·:Wa: 
reve~eq :_during ,a court ~ppear~nc« 
before. ~unicipal CQurt Judge But1 
M;Hensoh. ·. · · ·. . . ·. · 
· The appearance. wa~ to be a prelim 
inazy hearing, bu.t a · stipulation tc 
waive the' ptelimil;iary hearing' wru 
presen~ed to Henson, The waiver.·wa~ 

· ·conditioned on ail agreement-by Roe· 
me.r.to_plead no contest. · · : : · . 
· Hen~o~: ordered -~oemer· to .app&u 

for · ari:a)gtunent. in S.uper:ior Co\li'l 
Fr~day. :Any plea ·agreem.el).t :would 
normallybe.'entered at that rune. • 

~f Roemer pleads no. ·c~ritest, he 
coilld face a.m·aximum <lf.lO% years 
in prison for the' criihes. ·. 
· The· expressionless. prfest hustled 

his way th/:'ough a dozen new,spapei, 
radib .. and television reported; wi~hout 
ack11o*ledging ,any -Of · the questions 
di.t:ecte!l to hini.. . . : . · ·. . .. · 

"We· don't have any qom.rt!ents,' no 
comtnent(l at all;" Oxnard attorney 
B.ruce .. M~y~ield .said while .escorting 
hi.s G,li~nt out of the.buUding. _ .. , .· · .. 
· ,T!le. priest was· arrested 'Jari; 26 by 
sheriff's deputies on .. susp~cion of 

· m11.king ."advances. of .a .. se:Kual na~ 
ture" .. tP a ~hild during ·a. catechism:. 
Class. .. . , .··' ·~ :· · :· 
· The original complablt, accused 

-Roemer- .of·. Il),Olesting: .·niJle . .'bcfys on 
se~arate <;~cca(lions ~~~t ye~~ ·.~m~ this 
:xe1;1~. T,wD-'.:. Qf the mo~e.stat(ons. · oc­
curred· outs.ide Ventura.'"County·,but 
were. initiat:ed in' 'tht~:, ~ciurtty, 'the 
di~tJ.'i.ct attorrley charge~;·. · · · · . · ·. · 
. The ages qf the victims range. from 
6 to 15. The three. felony .'caeyes to 

. which Roemer -indicated he ·would 
'plead no contest occurred in Januar,y, 
said Deputy .District Att<~rneY. Joe 
Taylor: .. · :·. · .. · • .. . . 

As a result of the agreement ·and a 
prior Q.ecision ·by district attorney 
o~ficiaiS, five counts, including two 
misdemeanor counts, w.ill be: 
dropped. A sixth co_uiJt was · goihg to 
·be dismissed anyway, '.l,'aylor said. . 
· . The· . families · of thif->nirie victims . 
. were· informed Monday .that they 
would not have to appear at the 
preliminary hearing, Taylor said, in·. 
cHeating th~t the agreement haq been 
tentatively reached that ·ctay. 

Roemer remains free on a. written 
. promise to app~ar in court. 
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obert L. ShaW. swears. in eight n~w'· 
·amo.rtg ttiem, his 1 dallghte~ Martha.· 

~w · (inset)of Camarillo · · ·· . .. . . 

Judge Sentences 
··molester priest 
to state hospital 

. tor·Joe Taylor; ~ dep~ty di.st~i~t 
: By_Gregg Zoroya 'lttoriJ.ey, -pited so. yictims in the past 

. . 11 years.' · · · · . . 
The Rey .. Do:il.aid Patrick Roemer · Based on psychiatric examinations, 

: . v;as ·led frqm court. int.o custody Shaw· ruled May 8 that Rpemer is· a 
· .Friday -afternoon foJ," ev~nttial .trans· mentally disordered sex -otfender and 

portation .. to Atascadero State Hospi· amenable to·treatment. · 
~1, ·where. he will ~be··.treated as a · AltQough Shaw leaned. toward send­
ment~lly. disordered sex.o~feild~r. in g. _the priest· to Atascadero., he· 

The 36·Y~B:r·old Catho~Ic_ pnest, a or.tlered County Mental-.. Health Pro­
;. __ former r:ehgtous ·instructor for· chil· · g~am Director Dr. Williiun: C. Keat~ 
. dren at_ St. P~f!chal Bay!on C.athoUc. · ing · ~o examine alternative mental 
Chur~h, Thousand Oaks, IS an admit· ··health institutions.: ' · · : . · 
ted.child,molester. · .. ·. .. . Ke~,ttlnts report, as well as coin-· 

A!t_e~ Ro~mer has 90 ~ays of ex~m~-- ments l:iy .the. exam~ning"psychiatrist$ 
nat10n at tpe state. hospital for. crrmi- . and interviews· with officials at Atas-

: ~at: sex offeJ!der~; .off~ci~ls there l!lilY .. caMrq, _provide'\i deferise a t.to'rney 
. fmd that the· facility 1!l ~appropr1ate Bruce Mayfield· of Oirnard· with ·a 
.. : and rec~rnmend .something more· le:- · · considerable basis· for· arguing· tliat · 

nient. But the' priest co~d . r~main . th_e state· hospital ,Js too . severe a 
· there tor lO:Y:!' years. , . ' . -· · .. ·. confinement ·for· Roemer · · 

Su~erfor. co·u.rt' Ju~ge. Robert L . .- . Keat_ing, for exampie; rejected 
. Shaw s .chmce· of A~ascadero was ~ .· Atascad~ro a·s a placement. ·Mayfield 

1.·. . . major defeat for. Roe~~r, whose. !it· said that officials ·he ·contacted. at 
. . torney.-argue~ that t!Je state f~cil!ty Atascadero ·said a patient like. Roe-. 
· was too s·evere ~ confmem~nt. '.- me:r; might n<Jt resp.ond well to treat­

But .Shaw said the ser10usne~s of. · ment at the· hospital. Confinement 
· Ro~mer'~-- crimes wei~hed heavily among .the chronic, violent inmates at· 

. . . ~ ,. · . · agamst hi~.- . . . · · . . . t~at .institution could' cause irrepara-

hter . as aW¥' e· r .s~aw Sa!d: he IS -~othered tpat t.he . ble. harm to the priest, Mayfield said .. 
. . · ytctrms. o~1gmally: placed the1r fa1th · Even ;Taylor c~ted an inc'itient in 

· · . · · . . ·. m. t?e pnest, and . the parents we~e which a priest; tinder similar cll:c_um-

. \ ' 
, · , · · . . .. wming t_o put their children· in h1.a st~c.es,,did not obtafn IJUita.ble treat-

. · , care. . .. . . , ment at Atascadero. . . . · 
vho was ~ff~red a posi~ion ,day; Oxnard resident Carol ;Rodri-_, · .. "I suppose (for them) )t's ,~hnost,.-_.. One. institutio·~ Keating recoiJ;l~ 
Distict Attorney's Off1ee; guez, another person-who pa~sed the·. ·llk.e God. committed a crrme, Sha-..y mended.and Mayfield pushed for was 
>rowitz of Port Hueneme; bar examination, Jl'!iS sworn in as a!). . · sald. . . . · . . . · ·st. Mary'_s Hospital, $an Fr!!ncisco; 
Jan Olney .of Ventura; and attorney by Mumc1pal Court Judge ·The declSlon on ·.where _to send. the ·Taylor· -pointed out that St. Mary's 
1muel Williams of Venturi!-· · Art_ Gutierrez. . · . , · · · .. . . priest . for .treatment. was the __ final is· a.llcerised, qualified private facili-
graduates wer~ the lar~est - . _ . · . · . · . · phasem the.we!J-pubhciz~d case ... · ty. It- vrould save. taxpayers th,e cost · 
n the Ventura college to . Sh~ ~s filling, a .v~cancy m the · It began -m late Jap.uary with the of confmement a:t Atascadero -.be· 
tate Bar examination with Public Defe~der ~ Office left by _au~ shockitig"!mnouncement that a Tliou· ·· tween $10 000 and ·$35 ·ooo Taylor 
t success .. {-' . ~ierrez, who wa~ recently appointed sand Oaks Catholic priest had been . said: . . · ' · · ·' . : ' · . 
uld ·barely :.c·ontain his joy J?dge. . . -. · . ,-.arrested. for . ~olesting young mem- There was never any i~Idicatiqn. of 
gratulate,d, ~is daug~ter I . • o.thex:s who passed ~he Bar. e~arri.i- . hers of hiS p~msh.- . . . . who ~.ould, P.ay f()r R?~rner's CO!J.fine· 
,ing the law £1rm o~ Gh1tter- nation who were' not hsted prevwilsly On March 10, Roemer pleaded no ment-ln a pnvate (acUrty. . .. · 
reitz.er & Associates in Ven· by the star-Free Press are Michael cont~~t (the_ 7q~iv~lent to a guilty But Tayler said he learned that St.' ' · · L: Muirhef!d of Oak View; _Lawrence plea m a . ·crun~al. case) ~o. ~hre~ ~ary's has n_ever handled a ,mentally 
ranted to be· an attorney all . Andrew Valdivieso of Ventura; Mi- . ~o~nts of molest~g j'oung boys. Qne disordered sex o~fe!lder case. ' ·. 
:1d I've helped her plan bet: chael J. sugar pf Simi Valley; Joseph InCident occurre_dm a _confessiOnal. . Sha'Y noted. th1s m his d.ecisi~n and 
;he pr-emise that that was Anthony Violante of Thousand Oaks· . .Qourt documents .. revealed that added that, because· it lS pnvate, 
van ted to be," said Spaw. . and stephen Gary Youngerman qf _Roemer ,has admitted. ~everal -other there would be no- accountability .to 
re. in the courthouse Frt· Westlake Village. . . · molestations to authonttes. P_ros_ecu- the courts. . · .· .- ·- . . 

. ' 

! to Oust Caltrans chief Oxnard veteran's protest ··• 
onestly, the 'Legisla-ture is · 
l fed up with her unrespon· 
es" in handling the state's 
tion needs, si:dd Downey. 
i- t.. ....... ..,.l!'--- \...n4-4-1~...t .... a.t.. 'l\IC~ 

is incapable of. handling _the Trans-
portation Department." · 

Many legislators view Ms. Giantur~ 
co as a "front" for highway_ policies 
or:~ .............. + ... ..J t... ... n-,.. .... ,.... ...n~A u ...... _ ....... ,.. 

taken SW"" l·do ~b· ... - •--- -~L- --­

he said. 
·"I saii 409883 
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. h(I.S orcler~'d 
w.- ·''-HY.''"'\1.!·-:- '. \,~ ;:r~&s' rep.ort 0,9· tq~ P.. q~'t:i·~5~!'':t·~~;:~+·, 

. :} ;.py S!'!pt..:l.:' .... ·-:'. ·:.:; .. ' .. 
·. :l\:;Lr:t ·f, ~ ·.· ,·. · ·. ~ ·.' ·· · · :. •. · :··~· : , .· ,\ sucii:lLe ~e -~·.!mP:~Ie~J~?~W~JC:PEiJ.'~-

··• 1.:,:: .R()em~r· will p-robably 'be 
. . · ~.n:-. /;transferred to Atp.scad~ro·' this.-;·,·, ~~~;r~~~;1.·.~ ;~;,,=::~~~,.::~:~~ 
·:k~ ... ··~·: .~ .. ::; week.- il(lcording · tc( CO'untyi :'J!liL/r1,.~ Jopg~t,: 

pos~~· ·. oUicijils. At Atascadero. h~:.wti.J,"-··r· of'sexual·::MthrHu-
. ::notbei"a'';:; be.S:~~ b:Y.apsychiatr.ist·and:;~·,.:~ 1·: :·J:··(.::.:•.· 

i's ess~ntiaUy :': · mental profile · will be devel- · MONDAY: ·What' •.11. apt)en:9~ 
riever· 9hanges, ~· 'op~d~:. s;Ud .Dayip B, a:~ton, . · the vi~tima ofph,ild , . 

·-'---'-"'-"""""-"-'--""--...:.;._-";_·.·_ 

1

-'·''""'. '-'' 

1

'-: :-"· •• :...: •• ·:.:::;':';:_;.··:..:..· ~.-. ..:::1.::: i t' : , ·~ :·;;;;: ;t\l;} :;,' ~;,;·:·.:;'i;l~'~~ >~ ",, i~t.h . ' .. 
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Tkeperfec~ crime/ Children are uniquely vulnerable victims,.and C(J.Urts are often le'(lient toward o.t[emlers. 

Bewa·re of Child Molesters· 
' . . ' 

T he idea th~t adults might be sexually 
attracted to child!en is so. offensiveth,at 

mo&t parents prefer not to think about it. 
They should. By conservative es~ates, one 

~.out oflO childrep. is l!exually abused each 
year, often by a trustecl:authority figure:-a 
teacher, doctor or CB.lUP couns¢lo~-:--{Jr by. 
the parents themselves. In Pittsburgh a 24-
year-old ·secretary is· &erving five years on 
probation for molesting the fcrpr-year-old 

crumbling, largely under pressure from a 
California-based organization· called Soci­
ety's League Against Molest~tion (SLAM) 
and its offshoots around the country. The 
citizens' groups argue tha,t the best way to 
treat child molesters is to keep tl).em loclcecl. 

·away from their prey. Since it was fqun~ed 
two ·years ago, SLAM has lobbied success· 

· fully for five Californi~~o laws tliat tp.ak.e 
the crinie a bit less easy to get aw!lY with. 

· girlforwhomshebaby-sat. Aformermayor. 
of Alamogordo, N.M., was convicted re-
cently(mfi.vecountsofs.excrimesinvolving ·One out of 10 youngsters 
younggirls.AndaRo~anCatholicpriestin z's se•vuaf[y pbuered · 
charge of youth aft'!iirs at. his 'ch'urch iri ""' .,, 
.suburbanLosAngelesconfes'sedtobetween each ye·n ... __ USUally b'" 
20 and 30 homosexual encounters withmi- &.Col' J 
nors.' Sexual child abU.Se cuts across all so- th • t • 
cial, economic and racial sti:ata. Irving ~ome_one . e VlC lffl 
Prager, a California attorney who used t9 · knOWS and .trusts. 
prosecutechildmolesters1 believes that "itis. ·. ============oi;;;;;;;;;;; 
probably the p1ost cominon serious crime 
against a person in the United States." 

It is also the perfect crime. In every re: 
spect, children are singularly vill.nera,ble 
victims. They can be easily persl,Uided to 
cooperate with molesters and are then too 
afraid or ashamed to talk about it with their 
parents (page 46)': qn that rare· occasion 

' when a sex offender.is reported and convict­
eel, t~ere is an excellent ·chance that ·the 
courts will intervene on his behalf and that 
he will soon be wa.ll9ngthe streets again; for 
the last 30 years the criminal-justice system 
has accepted the psychiatric consensus that 
child mole!l~ation is a: 'treatable illness, a 
viewpoint that rarely results in a full prison 
.term for offenders. That consensus is now . 
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Even though lip .to two-thirds of all child 
molestation cases never come to light, the 
number . of reported incidents ·has grown 
rapidly since the mid-1970s. In California 
the number of known offenses climbed from 
2,281 in 1977 to 8,804last year, and the Los 
Angeles district attorney's office says that a 
third of the sex-abuse eases it handles in­
volve child vi~tims; "I suspect that this is a 
much more serious and frequent crime than 
rape," says Dr. Gene G. Abel, director of 
the Sexual Behavior Clinic at theN ew York 
State Psychiatric Institute. Abel's study. of 
238 sex offenders showed that each child 
molester was .responsible for abqsing an 
average o~ 68."3 young victims-more than 

three times' the number of adult· women 
as.saulte4 by eacp. rapist. · 

Many part)rrts believe their children, will 
~ safe if they don't talk to strangers. But 
according to David Firlkelhor, assistant di­
rector of the Family Violence R,e8earch 
Program at the University of New Ham.p- .... 
shire, victims and their parents lqlow th~' 
assailants in two-thirds of the cases. A third · 
of the victi:ins in his study were moles teet by a 
relative arid an equal number by· an ac· 
quaintance. "We're still teaching. our chil­
dre~ the myth thatit's the stranger in th~ big 
Cadillac who.. offers them· candy," warns 
David Lloyd, a staff attorney at the special 
chi1d·abuseuriit ofWashiilgton's Children's 
Hospital Natiorui.l Medical Center. ''But it 
can be the Boy Sc0ut leader, ice-cream ven­
dor, people. who have professional access to 
children ora lot ofinterestin them." · 

'P~edPiper':O:dtcllllbethefainilyprie~t. 
Tpecase oftheRev. DonaldPatiickRoemer 
is virtually an aUegory of trust' abused. Until. 
a year ago Roemer was theyouthministei of 
St. Paschal Romari. Catholic Church in 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., a position placing 
hirp.· in frequent cqntact with his young 
charges. "He was like a Pied Piper to the· 
children;" recalled one parl$hioner repent­

·ly. "He had a very good rapport :with the 
ldds, especially the boys." He also gained. the 
confidence of thdr families; 'when ¢.e par.­
ents of two brothers, seven and ten years old, 
had Roemer investigated and arrested for· 
ft;mdling their sons, many parishioners ac­
cused local authorities ·of persecuting the 
priest. His church superiors, it turned out, 
knew of another incident involving a young 
boy hq.t did not discipline Roemer. Despite 
pr.osecutio:Jl efforts to imprison him, a supe- · 
rior·court judge sentenced him to confine· 
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ment in a California state mental hospital. 

Father Roemer was diagnosed as a·"fix­
ated pedophile," an adult who is compul­
sively and· almost exclusively aroused by . 
children. Fixated pedophiles are. one of t)le 
twq :main types of molesters. Usually they · 
are white males with an attr11ction to young 
boys-a pr~ference that does not extep.d to · 
jj.dult men. They frequently identify with 
and have affection for their victims. The 

, reason, according to A. Nicholas Gi:oth, 
director of the sex-offende~ program at the 
Connecticut Correctional Institution in · 
Somers, is that an etiormous num,ber of 

RCALA 008555 

· child molesters-81 percent of the convict­
ed ·pedophil~ in that state-were them­
selves abused as ·children. "The pec;lophile is 
re-enacting his own victimiz11tion," says 
·Gro~, }'but he-wants to change it into a 
w~ and loving experience, where he is in 

. control; to purge the original (ear." Despite 
his waQ:b. . feelings, ~e pedophile is not Abel treapng a iatient: A debate over 'Jll_hether molesters can ke cured 
above threatening· a child with hartil either· 
.to :hlmself or his family to· get what he offenders. will suddenly begin to. molest 
·wants-which could be anything from fon- · their own children. But according to Abel; 
dling and mutual masturbation to anal or the majority of men whb commit incest do . 
oral intercourse. so because they are genuinely aroused by 
~cest:Thesecondmajorcategoryofmo- children, ·not because of family dynamics. 

lester is the '"regressed offender." He ~sa "They .are. child. molesters who stay at 
manwithanormalheterosexualorientation· home;" he says. 
who turns to yolip,g girls at ·a crisis point, . . Because of the pecUliar circumstances, 
such as a divorce or a professional setback. · regressed offenders are ·considered highly 
:Boston 11ttomey Richard Bourne cites the treatable. A growing number of. sex-aquse 
case of a 65-year-old widower with no pre- experts, however, ar~p~ssimistic about cur­
vious history of child·molestation; he was ing molesters who have a lllelo!lg history bf 
accused of fondling his neighbor's d,au~- emotional as well as sexuill involvement 

· ter1.wh6 brought over cookies to cheer 1iim . with children. Pedophilia, says Los Angeles 
up after his wife died. Freq]fently, regr~ssed sex-crimes prosecutor Jacqueline Connor,· 

"is nothing nio're thiu.:i a preference; 
homosexuality, Urifortunately, the [SeJ 
activity] is never consensual." .UCLA 1 
chia:try Prof. Rolarid Summit bel.jeves i 
most child molesters belong in prison,.nc 
state mental hospitals, whe.re they will · 
ther be cured nor confined 'for .very 1c 
·"You can't say [pedophilia] is an illness 
more than you can say ba.nk robbery il 
illness," says SUD:).Iliit. "Treatment has 1: 
used as an esca~e from responsibi.l.ity." 
· This is prdcisely the rallying ·cry 
SLAM, -yvhich now has 45 chapters inC 
fomia and counterparts in at least : 
en states. The organization was .foun 

· .·.:A .... ':::.n.·-:~.·-.t·· :t•.·.n.· . . g ... ' ... ,:~: u' ·t·.. a s .. · .. · eC· r· et explained that th~ iarge ftgme ~as a couns~lo; at h~ day-1 a"" center, an(l that h.e.•had shoved his fingers. irlto her anus 
V!J.gina. With that ad~~sion the small girl began' cavorting aro 

Mqst youhg Yictirils of sexual abuse have been bribed or threat- · the. clinic, proualy aruioUn.cingthatshehadtbldher ''secret."~ 
eried not to tj!.].k al;lout the experience. ;Molesters make a pact of· Lorna Bernhard, the clini.c's ·head· nurse:, nt :was ·a sud1 

. secrecywith: children-4),nd that. silence ca,n be the source of their .. xiiirac.ulcius change.'~. . . . ., . ;_ '; . . ; . .. . .. . . 
m:ost llit~se suffer4lg. Often, :it is far worse than the physical Chil;dre11 for~ed to keep thell' secret:for anyJength.of ttn+e J 

·abuse. ''These children don't ·have broke!). boneS, but they have ·develop .psychosomatic disorders. As many as.lO a week com 
prokenpsyches,'; s!J.ysAnnBurgess;.anursingspecialistatBos~on ·. qty ;Hosp~tN. ~ufl'ering frc:iin nightrmires, insomlrla or s'tn 

. Qi.ty'Hospitlit "Wha'treallydamagesthemiskeepingitallbottled cramps~ night-year-old Nicholas WaS 'ad!nitted after stain; 
up.'' To l>reak the silence; Burgess directs a pioneering treatment ': · · , . · · .. , 
program at City Hospital, in which young victims describe their Anatomically'detaf[ed·dolls: They expr.ess,what-words·cannm 
experiences anq express their. feelings in a special form bf play . 

· therapy. . · · , . . . · 
A few simple toys enable chilP.ren tb reveal incidents they 

t:annot~r ·will not:-put into wqrds. "Anatomically correct" 
dolls, with' genitals and yam for pubic hair, permit children to 

. stage a sexual assault. Speaking through the mouth of a puppet 
frees them to tell a secret without diiectly breakii:J.g a: pledge of' 
secrecy. Drawing, however, is the t;nost effective method of exter­
nalizing memorieS and emotions. Last May, four-year-old Sophie, 
bleeding in the vagina, was brought to the pediatric clinic at City 
Hosp~tal. Sulleri. and passive, she ref1,1sed to explain her injury, so 
nurses gave bet crayons and paper. Sophie first sketched a small 
stick-figure portrait.. of herself with an orange slash across the . 

. pelvis. Next to it she drew a large, ferocious figure with oversize 
male genitals colored in red. Afte~ h~sitating_, Sophie tearfully 
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by Patti Linebaugh, whose two~year-old reason is ·that child molestation violates 
granddaughter, Amy Sue Seitz, was raped, even the honor code of convicts: pedophiles 
mutilated and . murdered by Theodore who admit why they're in prison are likely . 
Frank in March 1978-just weeks after his to be. beaten by f!!!low inmat~.lf they dis· 
release from the Atas~adero State Hospital. cuss their urges with.mental-health authori~ 
Despite his 20-year history of child moles-. ties, they jeopardize their release. Coo.Se­
tation, the articulate Frank not only had. quently, says :Dr. Abel, the 'imprisoned 
persuaded staff psychiatrists that he was molester "focuses more and more on his·· 
rehabilitated, but was showcased before . fantasies and he comes out the way he came 
other inmates as an example of what ther· in." Abel believes that molesters can be 
apycouldaccomplish. AlthoughFqmkwas succes~fully treated. At Abel's Sexual Be· 
sentenced to death in the Seitz case, the trial havior Clinic,.the only voluntary, free, out­
judge acknowledged that he co~ld be freed patient program in the country, a staff of 17 
in 12 years for good behavior; "When he uses behavior-modification techniques to 
said that, I decided to do everything in my make child-oriented fan,tasies repulsive to 

oo 
in certain cases to spare them the trauma of · . I 
appearing in open court. 

power to prevent Frank from ever being molesters. : 
released," says Linebaugh. · Testimony: Sex~abuse ·experts are also· 
· Background: One. of SLAM's first ac- · i:leveloping ways to shepherd young victims 
complishments was eliminating . Califor- through the criminal-justice system. At the 
nia's "Mentally Disordered Sex Offenders" Children's Hospital in Washington, psy­
program, which had allowed Frank to be chologists, social workers, .doctors ·and a 
treated ·rather than punished. The group lawyer are available around the clock to 
also pressured legislators into requiring 'a treat child-molestation :victims for injuries, . 
'minimum of three years in prison for all test for venereal disease and collect medical 
repeat offenders and for first-time offenders evidence to use in court. In Baltimore the 
who tisedforce .or· engaged in "su~stantial" State's Attorney's Sexuiu Offense Task 
sexual conduct, such as oral, vaginal or· anal Force has ~anaged to surmount one of the 
intercou'rse. The Colorado SLAM plaiis to foremost obstacleS in prosecuting these 
reintroduceab~requiringaninvestigation cases: getting credible testimony from 
into the background of applicants for youth- young victims, wh0 are usually fuzzy about 
relatedjobs. Thoughofquestionableconsti-· wl:).enaild where the abuse occurred. Task-. 
tutionality; ·Colorado SLAM ·cofounder force chief B!iwin Wenck has successfully 
Becky Davis argues that the bill "is only usedsuchchildlike-butreliable-testirno­
reasonabl~.JMolesters] don't pick these . ny as, "It happened two days after Peggy's 
kidsupinoa:rs, theygowherethekidsare." birthday party." He prepares children for 

. .Critics of S~A.Jyi regard it as the "castra- the trial by walking them through th~ court­
tion fringe." Tliey argue that putting qhild room and mll.king the sort of."evil eyes" a 
molesters irito prison without therapy will defense. lawyer might use to intimidate 
orily reinforce their drives and thus ulti- them. In New Mexico, the prosecution is 
mately increase their threat to society. One allowed to videotape children's testimony 

· Despite the legal prejudices against child 
testimony, there is good reason to believe 
that most youngsters are telling the truth: 
"The younger a kid is, the more believable he 
is," claims Gerry.Ronneburger, a founder of 
a Long Island citizens' group,called "Re­
formAll Sexual Child Abuse Laws." David 
LloyQ..ofChildren's Hospital in Washington 
suggests that a child who suddenly becomes 
familiar with the technical names for gecita· 
ii,a or can desyribe sex in any detail may well 
have been abused. Sometimes children come 
away from the experience with strong sexual 
feelings. Rhoda Mills Sommer, a sex-abuse 
counselot: at the Pittsburgh Action Against 
Rape, says thatparc:;nts should be awate tliat 
child victims may haye experienced pleas­
ure as· well as fear. "One of the ways we mess 
kids up is to tell them they cirily had bad 
feelings," says Sommer. 

Children are frequently fllrtat~ou~,· too: 
'~There are kids who are.J~Jiril;>ly- seduc­
tive," says Jean Lothian,".~. ViPe:president 
of the research center Od',ssey :(nstitute·. 
"Around the wrong people, thi:lt behavior 
will be misinterpreted and exploited." Sex­
libuse experU! ~ncourage parents to teach 
their childre'xf. 'the·diffetence .between ac­
ceptable ancfl#iP:~.P~a~i~·waysfor them to· 
be touchecka.~ we)l rurwho has the right to 
touch them:' M6le5ters are as threatening 
to chil4ren as drunk drivers, says Dr. Abel, 
and children should learn how to avoid 
them-just as they learn to look both .ways 
when they cross the street; · 

l!LOISE S.ALHOLZ .with JOB CONTRERAS 
in Los AngeleS, JOHN TA YLORin Boston,. 
MARILYN ACHIRON in Washington and 

· JACOB YOUNG in Pittsburgh 

· acheS kep~ him fro.m school. Asked to draw a picture of himself, eight cases at a tiine. Children visit the clinic once· a week for the 
Nicholas.included male genitals and female breas~ ori: the figure. · · first few months and then twice a month for as long· as a·year. As 
Under questioning by the staff; .ll.e adnritte.d .that at .camp the· they p!4y, draw and talk in brightly painted rooms, their phobias 
previous summer he had been sodomized by a counselor. As his emerge and in time. can be purged. Follow-up studies by City 
drawings Sl,iggested, the assault had distorted his.self-.image. ''He· Hospital show'. that roughly '90. percent of the children resume . 
was' attacked ·by a man and could. orily ·understand it by. seeing. normal lives. Sophie, who is black, had ·been assaulted by ~white. 
himselfassoineonefeminine,!'ex:plainedH\lrgess~ "Rethought he man and had deveioped a fear of all. white males •. She is now 
had become like a girl." · · . · · · growing friendly with the hospital's white male doctors. Nicholas 

The hbspftalls pediatric clinic ha:s·a: staff of20traine.d rmrses to · worried tl:).at because. he had b~en sodomized, he would turn 
treat young victims of sexual abuse, each. handling as many as ho'ln.osexual. Over time his counselor convinced him that the fear 

· ' · · · was groundless, and the hermaphroditic breasts eventually disap- · · 
Sophie's self-portrait: Painting away ~rok~n psyches peared from his self-portraits. Says Betilhard: "We do:';}~t want the 
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children to bury or to dwllll on their sexual abuse. We want them 
to put it inte perspectiv.e." . 

Prosecution: In addition tb their duties. at the clinic, the 
nurses work with the childien who testify at the molester's trial. 
Sometimes they also assist in the prosecution; the Suffolk Coun· 
ty district attorney plans to call Lorna Bernhard as a witriess in 
the trial again.st. the man accused of molesting Sophie. Other 
hospitals around the country now offer treatment similar to the . 

. services available at Boston City Hospital. And today more than 
150 communities nationwide· field teams specially trained to 

· treat molested children. In view of the evidence that un· 
treated viciims' of sexual abuse frequently grow up to becotne 
molesters themselves, the new programs may help break a very 
vicious circle. 

JQHN TAYLOR in Boston 
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n·e:swe~nts. ne;u" the IO-by-97.:.roof.· 
wall angrily .called the 

~v:en: wanted to ·ca11 the. 

, RCALA 008557 

. ;_·· ,. . . .. . .. 
, ..... , · :· . . . · · . /1 P: / ··'3 ·:.· ··._ ,.;·.r;·'·ll/' 

·" Par~~e~a·Str~~~ Jae·rn~ ~eat~esp.<rw~tli · . .-f/1:_: ,.?' l "., . . ,. .. ·· .. , .. ):: .. ;.::: .. ·.:·.\.::.;'···:~1·; : 
.. · symbols. ~~ ~x:s9nal. gro .. ~h, ~iJ:ltu~ rep'eWal·. · · · · · , 
· and ded1cat1on·. toward a· goal-tr:aditional · :· '· ·· · · · ·· · '· · ·· ·'· · ,.,. ····· · 

theme.ffu.Mei:ii:!O, wbere'Pueblo;learned his· ·. · ·. .' ·· · · ... ::.';:'::•:·,.: ,., ... , ·:,. ,•:: < ·' 
· eraft. · ... . . · · · , Times ·phptpgraphs: .. ,.-::·~:. · :,> ... 
. · "Juan ·came ·up With a topic prlm'arily by Joel J:>. :Lugavert:f.' ·.·. ·. 
designed tO help yo~gsters ·avi:licf'the frustra- . · : · · · · ~ 

· · tions that can lead to invofvemerit,_witli gangs:• · · · · · · 
said ~ne · ot the mural's .'three lead pain,ters,. 
Au~tfue Bravo, 28, of Van. Nuys, "that they . 
should reach fcir a better. tOmorrow/'. . · 

Local youngste~, ~me of them stieet-g~g . 
. ,members, ·lent' a hand ·patching holes and 
. pai~ting. · . . . · ·. 

.. . ,.~BJ.~· inViting :the-. publiC:. to. pclnt · ~v!t..l{ · ~, •; · 
w9rk Pueblo said, "we turned this into a:cu1turar' 

CODnpl:ain'ts.enl.:te<:l. . . . . , . , movement."· . ·. ~ 

Qf four ii,l_qh~.~ w:~rk, ' · ' ProJ~~ sponsorS. it;J.ciuded, th·e. cotlrlty· D¢~ · 
,..,_,. '"'.'·.~ . a.~., June ,11. pru:tment. of Mental Health,. the.Los Angeles 

m~.s~c,1:J~dod '.11~4, 1; ·City Mural IT,oject; Neighborhood Approach to 
uu;Ll;Jollli!<UlUClVIC .. ea e~s.: . Positive:-..1\.ction, the Kiwarus Club of. No:rth-' 

. sp~t m tllts · . ridge, Napa. Sqoeet ElementarY Schootand the .. ·~ 
· whtch,,sowe . ~Angeles P,ollce Depiu'tment. . · , 

'' '•' I .. 
· · . A~l~t juar(P.~ebl~· . ........... ···. . .. 

-LOUIS SARAGUN. 
.. 

Copvicted Pfiest Named in. Earlier tW:otestatiofis: .: 
' o • ,, ' ', ', :' • •' o • ' • •·• o ·~ • ' I ' ' ' ~ ' ' ' ' '• , 0 ' • ' o ' .' ' • .~, .', .'• • '•\o •'•, •' 

I· RecQfds SholV ~~llll)rAClwitted Hoinose~.ai Acts With .Santa .Biu'6litil ~ys:; :: 
i· By JAMES QUINN, Times Staff. .Writer . · ' · .. 

I; ~·f.~~~.~~ ·!hb~s!iJld.:ba-ks P~~. priest R~ellJer, knoWl) affectionately as .~~a·- sh?~~ engage~~ furi~~~f.~Jili~:~~i~s·k~6~::~ 
·Who l~s~ week was .. pl~ced on 10. years . tber~ ;pat" to youtl,ls he counseled .at, St. · · · · .... · · · · ,. · ··-. ··• .. · 

*probation for molestmg 15 .local:· bciys' has ·. 'Pa-Schal· J;myloh''Cathblic Cliurch in ·,Thotl- · S;h~W ·at~il. ~r.deied ·'~'<#i.¢.¢r:;cl.'p~y:;lli.~ 

l
admitt~:.~-:m~l!'lst~.ng ~;equ~pum~er··or. · sand Oaks ·frorh''1978'to· ~981,·.i:>leaded no.· cq~U!e>(f:hel'~~Yfor:~:!~·WP~(<<'.'>:;i,-:: ·:·; 
youn~sters .durmg· an e~ller·a~s1g~ent in co~ test in·l98l ·to ~lie felony count.s of ·· · At a~ earli.eq>r~.7,se~~~9,irig ~$~:og, fqr 
Santa· Bar. bara .• a. ccording ·.to. cout_t. docu- · ·chil.d m. olestation. He.also slaned a confes-.: RC?~mer,.P.ar~n_ts .. 9tQOJ1~jQ'_:·y_~~1.';yl:ct.~ 

"t>.. . testified .. tha~ -'·tli·e·y· ! li'·a··'<· ·.'~'o"~l·.t.H.~.·.a:.;,,.c"'-

Th R · a " '"' officialS fti·'i'h.ci#Sand 'oitlcifan(ft6s-:iri' eie1 

f
ments. T . · • . ·. ' ·:··,' .' '.· ' • . ·• '$Qif'c;;fu;Jttilil:<' -tO· males, tlni:r 12 .oth.ei, .oo·J.., ~ " \.1 ll 1.11.. """- ~k'4J. 1l 

~ ev; . Dpnald Patr!ck· ROem~r; . a · . ag~s ~:to,_14 m th~ Coi:iejo:YallEiy, . '.. . ..that their·: :S,Oruf:iiad',\beeh:hri6iestJ.nj : 
39-year-old admitted }lomosexua1/'report- ' ·For· the past two 'years,'' Roemer,:, who .. Ri>emer bui t1iafnotiW&'w~;'dbrie;':."\£'~t::t:~ 
'edly made· the new: a.dmissic;iri_ duri,ng . remains ~. priest, . has . b~en'· . linliergoing . ·.On''e' m' oth'·e' 'r te'stifi·, 1" .. '"': :·s'"'e'"·wr· .. l\'.o'· t'e' '·a""'~e~"~tail". \' e'c' 
interviews with.Ventura·county··Probatiort court~ordered· treatment··a:t.Atascadero · ~ u " 
pepariment staff.I?lembers ppor 'to his -:.,.State ·Hospital alineir at· reorienting: his, · ·lette~ to the' tlffihe.::df: .. ~~: .. :~~othj 
sentenci~g, :by Vent'ura · ~.up~rior ,c~urt setual .int~resf away. from boys to adult Manning · in LOs, ::Angeles .\ ouf,' .Jri:.;:·replj 
RobertL:Shaw. · · · m;..'es. · · · receiyed .onlY.·.·~· ~liqrt,'•n()tej;-.~·s(Yl:lfg ·ifu.~~ 

ill • would'prayforus"- ···.··:.···:Ji·.···:".:: ..... · .. ~- ... ;· 
,. AccordiJ!g to the .inter.views,, Roemer At l~t.week's hearing, Atascadero offi- . A ·sp·o.ke~an ~U . .hr .. ,{A.:..·~·di<<.':r:.e· ~:e:'r0·;f~·T . .;; ~admitted mol~sting about. lq young boys cials said R<ie'mer' hiid made substantial' . An eles decline<l.'commrntf: .~ '1-;: ':.('~ 
f.during:assi~en~·a:t ~V'_Io.S~nta Barbara~ progreb~ and shoul9. tie released tinder : k'Pilier:.-- i:ithet:'t6Ii:i":li'ci~:·h::;'~::~0b ... ·.w~ 

'

area Ca\l}~~c pans~es between:·l970·and . !!trictprobatfon.- ·' . · ' ·· .. .~. .. , ... , ...... , ... ~\ ...... . 
1978 · · ·· · · · · · ·sh· ·• · d · 1 d. · h.· ""· moleste~. bY.. Rci~mer·,\wlille': cfif;:Q·,:Churdi . . . . ... ,,: , . . . .' . . • . . . · . · aw approve .. a pan un (lr .. :w tcu ·spo· ·noored c:i"'p·1;:;'.:.,<:;:p'.~ri.e"a'i{S"an·7ol·1:B· eJ.n:.lJ.t; 
~: In pre~s7nt~~c!ng l!ltemews~ -~?-C~er . Roeiner wilf li:V~ }n a ·secluded· W oodlarid · . . ~· .. ~ ~-~ ,,;1.,.~ .. ·.:····''i'::r-·:~~)'l' 

f~,also told. pro~ bon. officers· that ·h~ tw1pe · · Hill;s guest house and work at ·a West I:.os ' no,\ She q,uot~ ~e ~!~~ say:t~:·i:·,;.~. ... ,::·.... ·· 
sought ~~lp .from pnest-coun11elors.m Sa?- . Ang~les religious bookstore, . . · . · . ; ·. . As he. (Ro~i~~~!W.~.~~i~k9~~:~q' 

1ta Bru:b~~ ~d lliSct h..e .. tc;M th?. c.o~~elors · · . '\\7hfle· t~g·: aside· a prosecutici~ · r~-· · w~nderf~ G_od:)W.~~b,~.~~~e~~~8~}l 
f~~ut hts ~il~ molest:itlO~. 1· . : , 9-ue.st that Ro~mer b~ ~ente,nced to a year th· · hands ~o~.llj~9.lt.lY.~~·:'\·::.1;il•i;;,:~::.ur:.:;.; .; 
( ~o charges.wer~ flied m Santa B.arbara •' 'Jail, Shaw imposed a suspended sente~ce of · S.e:v,er!!l :p~en~. -tes~1e~: f#€Y.·:·.~O~~ 
~·agamst 'lioemer, ·according to· :V~ntura B yeru:s, ·.4. month~. T~e ·judge. 'sai~ ·the .. Fa~her ColJ:n <?:~y~~;-~t·~-~1:;!!-~~.?V;.~~~~~.< 
~;Count~.p~osec.utors. . ·,sentence would be c~ned out.~ Roemer . : P~ea~e.liee;·P:~~~';!.';:f.~ge 

' 409890 {-OJ &-! 6 b-.p; TirO{:] . . :;u,.J {- 3 'I ~ ,?~ 'i' -; '-' ~\?(iF)::' : 
. ' 
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JT.v: .\rtJuniar£t .. :.-: .. , ... ,, 
I ••, 

rtt-Pa·re . -:. ·. ·:·:. · · · . 
. the 'past to pa~ !o~·extt.asecurlty, . ·.' ,·:.: \ · ·· 

ha(! apprpved ~ COilUnltt~e l'ecommerida· . 
an oi'dinance·be drafted. There·will be a·. : ng before the 'councll '.:vdte.S • Q):l 'the orai ~ . ,tU>I!UUJlU..li<;>:,,, . ...,Al.; 

rnaon sa'fd. ;.. .· :· '.. ". ,.' : •:. "• .. 
oke~mari for~ ingelea:Polioe Chie(ParY.i F\'' 

s said ·the police department. :w~;>Uld. nc!t oppose 
rnson's· ordinance but would· be .more· enthusiastic . 

. ioout it if clty pollee .officers wer.e go~ng to' proylde the' 
extra, eecurlty.:· · · · · . · . · · ·. · · · 

'May Be Only Practical Option'·. .: ...:.: .. . . 1' ' • ·:·bY··St:leola:I;:·dfsttic:M:~iihii 
''It may be the only practlc~l optlorl .. Bernson has;· but . .' . '· 

it is nOt the most desirable one," .said w'illi~m Bqotlvthe'· 
department spokesman; . · . · · · · · · · : 

Berniron said he, too,· woWd prefer. to use. clty police 
officers. ·But.!:ie and other.Iocal' officials silid they are not , 
sure .wh~~her ~tate'law p¢r,iri,i~~.~he s~le~tive·employ-· ·. 
ment. o~ ~ity. police to, pat,rc~~·Ifeig!ililJrhot)d.s·"Wh:ose ' . is 

· residents·are wilJJ..ng 'to.p!IY eXtra;·. · . : ·· ·. · : · · , ~ · · .. ,.: .. Rol~bir1s, 
·"It', woW.d , ... n1ean that_!: more affluent :cominunJti~~ ·. ·, 

WOUlcJ'·b~ . .'able .to. ayaiHpemselves of somet,hing .tJlaV, ':.: lm~il'ntiA 
poorer neighborhoods co~dn 't afford, .and.' that could·. ·" · . :bUJlld!Jrfgs, 
lead to.an M<,:usat.lon pf'.ulieqi.sal profeqt!on·urider·the: ·'difference 
law," said Jarnes.Willlams, director ofinte.rgovernmen.- · ·· ·an economfc· 

' ,,, ,. ' ' ' : ' I. • :• ', ... : 

.. ' ' . . ' 

Conthiued ·from Flut Page . . . .. . , 11.u 1~w:.uUl:l 
of their 8ons' ·reports ofmolestation but that no action · · 
was tli~en against Roemer. · · · · . · . · · 

peputr. · Dist .. Atty. Joseph El .. Taylor· f!.aid that . 
''subsequen~·4> churcb officials being notif1e~, at l,east 11 
moreboysweremolested." · ·· ·· · 
· K spokeswoman :at st. Paschai,said O'Ryan: ~ail ~n . ': premedi~Lt(!~l::ll:r.ld. 

extended leave· and unavailable ... ·for., comment;·:· The .•.. 
pastor P.r.eViously dec)ined coinmeritlii.th(l case~ :. '~ ·~.. . ' ·: .. :, :· ' 
. During hi!!. three years at St. Pali~Jhal's;' Roemer .. was·:: . 
wi4elY'·.Pi:aised: for- his work .'\rlt~ chlldre.il. and sam·e~·_. .', 

'-times'· was 'asked by local .polfc~ . to ~ounseHroubled 
youths,··. ·. ' · · ' · · . · · · 

·,. 5'h'e Co11ejo Valley Parent.~eacher. Assn. awarded·htm.· 
· ·Its. 1980 Honorary: Service Awar<f .!.or ·his work: 8!'1 

counselor·to children and organizer of yciuth'ai:.UY.Itleti: · . ·. t 
After ROemer's arrest In January, 1981, 'par.eritS·Qegan . ·. . .. : . 

a letter-wrlUng_cal;l'lpaign on his behalf, accushig police ·. faylor 
·and prosecu~rs of being tO'o quick to b~liev!'l Roemer's · · f,her6'bi"·.; 
youthful accusers. · . · · pro a "· ~ 

At .the priest's pre!iinlnary. ·bearing-, 11. handftihif .~:...:..-~~~~L!.:~~~ 
parents·physicaHy.sh!eld~d Ro~mer fromrep()rters, C?ne . 

·woman screamed at. a ph.otograpJl,er !Jeek,ing·to takeJhe· 
.·prtest'spicture,' · . . . · · : ... · · ".... :' ... · . 
. . In defimding Roemer, pir.~n'ts contended .tliat.pri~s'ts' ' 
Who worlt.witlt young boys at:e.ff~Uently•th~·viq~l!ll,S of'· . 

.'n}olestatioh accusations. ·.'' ' :··.': : .. ···:\' '' .. :: '.:;:;~,.-;:. ,;. ' 
Such ·.suppoi't· ceased within· 10· ·.days,. of,:! ROemer'$.,, 

arrest, howeV.er,"when :Dist. Atty;'.M!chaef:Bradb.tiry.:: 
released .a confession· slgried by Roemer det.alllng ... th.e, · 

... . . . . . . · •. ~- . . :t-:.-· .. ~:··:·~.,.>·~·~·. 
. t .; 

·COMi?U;TER: Charges·;.-:> 
. Fly·:·o·ver CompuPI4s;. ~ .. 

' . . .. ' ' . . . :· .. ,· ' 

RCALA 0085581 

,: ... '1'"'r·:·~·· ~.:::.~.\LA.~: -V~IK u-J. 

,'~,,,.,,,~"""''''""·.) >,,.:; ·:.:::·· ..... '::. . titres.· 12 
' .. :·· ' : . . ,t·'' ·• 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

409891 
j 

j 

CCI 005391 j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

'j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 

j 



RCALA 008559 

~] 

Certificate of Authenticity of the Acts 
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Certification ofthe Authenticity of the Acts 

CASE: Donald Patrick Roemer 

By this document, I certify that the Acts of the above-captioned case, beginning with 

the Table of Contents (page i) and ending with this Certificate (page 94) are exact 

duplicates of the original documentation and form the authentic Acts of the petition 

for dismissal from the clerical state to be transmitted to the Holy Father through the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

Given at Los Angeles, California, this 8th day of April in the Year of Our Lord 2003. 
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ID 

CMOB# 

Case Name 

Active Case? 

QericName 

Cleric Age 

Cleric Etltnicity 

Incardination 

Date Of Ordination 

Clergy Status 

Date Referred To Vicar 

Claimant 

Date Of Alleged Incident 

Investigation Complete 

Investigator Name 

55 
055 

Donald Roemer 
0 
Roemer, Donald P. 

0 

Date Investigation Initiated 

Date Investigation Completed 

Case Disposition 

Intervention 

Description 

Case Status 
April 09, 2003 

November 10, 2004 

March 09, 2005 

Follow Up 

Follow Up Date 

Legal Proceedings 

Sent To Rome? 

Canonical Trial 

Canonical Disposition 

Page 

Tuesday, August 01,2006 

D 
Arrested in Ventura in the early 1980's and basically confessed upon 
arrest. He pleaded guilty to three counts, did some time in prison and 
has been out of ministry since that time. He has never petitioned for 
laicization. 

Msgr. Cox reported that paperwork and 
· documents have been prepared for formal 
petition for dismissal from the clerical state 
outside a tribunal to be sent to Rome shortly. 
He has agreed to petition for.laicization. Rome 
has been requested to dismiss him if he does 
not follow through with the petition. 
It was announced that he has not voluntarily 
petitioned for laicization. 

D Date Sent To Rome 

D Canonical Trial Date 

Pagel ofl 
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Vicar for Clergy Database 
Clergy Assignment Record 

Current Primary Assignment 

Birth Date 

Birth City 

Diaconate Ordination 

Priesthood Ordination 
Diocese Name 

Date of Incardination 
Religious Community 

Ritual Ascription 

Ministry Status 

Seminary 

Ethnicity 

Language(s J 
Spanish 

Mr Donald Patrick Roemer 
1700 N. Community Drive 

Anaheim, CA 92806 

3/17/1944 

Oxnard, California, USA 

5/23/1970 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

4/1/1966 

Latin 

To Lay State 

St. John's Seminary, Camarillo 

American (USA) 

Ruency 
Conversational Basics 

Fingerprint Verification and Safeguard Training 

Date Background Check 

Safeguard Training 

Assignment History 

Assignment 

Returned To Lay State, Rescript from the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, Protocol No. 165/2003. 

Inactive Leave, Mail Returned. No current address 

Sick Leave 

St. Paschal Baylon Catholic Church, Thousand Oaks Associate Pastor 
(Parochial Vicar), Active Service 

Chaplain, Active Service, Los Prietos Boys Camp, Santa Barbara 

Coordinator, Active Service, Part-time coordinator, Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine, Santa Barbara 

Chaplain, Active Service, Santa Barbara Juvenile Hall 

San Roque Catholic Church, Santa Barbara Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

RCALA 008562 

Age 65 
Deanery 0 

Beginning Date Completion Date 

5/9/2006 

12/21/1989 5/8/2006 

2/1/1981 12/20/1989 

6/19/1978 1/31/1981 

4/11/1977 6/18/1978 

8/15/1976 4/10/1977 

12/17/1975 4/10/1977 

6/17/1974 6/18/1978 

CCI 007687 



St. Raphael Catholic Church, Santa Barbara Associate Pastor (Parochial 
Vicar), Active Service 

6/6/1970 6/16/1974 

RCALA 008563 
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{vtf_. 

ACCUSED NAME~. :bo"JAL-D P..o<;; VU'C-{~ 

CONFIDENTIAL 

ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
Child Abuse Report- Internal Routing Form 

This report involves allegations of: 
Current Minor and Church Employee/volunteer 
Current Minor and Priest 

__ ---~.r/t:.___ Past Minor and Priest 
Past Minor and Religious Brother 
Past Minor and Religious Sister 
Adult/ Adult Case 
Other 

Sexual abuse: V 
Physical abuse: ----
Harassment: ..... 
BriefSummary: .~~ ~ r~~ vi<. /c:;tbc!S cJL, ICJ70r 

To: 
~ ~ Msgr. Michael Meyers- Vicar for Clergy ~ ~ 
V REDACTED 
i:Z 

REDACTED REDACTED 
Submitted b) ..-----,-...,.----.....,.-~-------- Offic1 

RCALA 008564 

Date distributed: ~.{ && I 0 · A 
11

• J _ /. 

Comments: ~ -/~ ~ ~· & 4j ~ 50ZtXJ6, 

Revised: 03/12/2009 
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ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT REPORTING FORM 

/ 
D MANDATORY ~ NON-MANDATORY 

Date Reported to the Archdiocese: 4/14/2010 

Reported to Archdiocese by: REDACTED 

Alleged Victim : 

Current Address: 

Telephone: 

REDACTED 
Date ofBirth: 2010 

Alleged Perpetrator: Fr. Donald Roemer 
While at St. Raphael's Goleta/Santa Barbara 

Reported Date of Incident: (s) 1960s and 1970s 

Reported Circumstances of REDACTED · d 1 thr reports that he attended the school ill gra es ough8. He reports 
Incident(s): that the abuse began in znd grade and continued until the 3rdgrade when the 

priest was transferred. He makes reference to be:ing an altar boy at the time the 
abuse occurred so it may have been later than the 3rd gradeREDACTED alleges that 
he was molested, raped and sodomized by this priest 2-3 times a week over a 
two year period of time. The priest would call for him from the classroom or 
the playground to come to the rectory where the abuse occurred. REDACTED also 
reports that the priest would tell hinl that this is what Jesus wanted him to do 
and Jesus did not want REDACTE0 to tell anyone about it. 

Reported Type of Abuse or Neglect: Sexual 

Reports to Public Authorities with 
dates: 

Comments: Verified student's attendance at the school from 1966-1974 through the 
department of Catholic Schools. 

REDACTED 
Victim asked to be referred to Archdiocesan Counsel- to contact 
victim. 

Report initiated by: 
REDACTED 

I 
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